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TRANSLATO H’S P H CFACE 


T HIS volume present*, for the first time, sn English version 
Of * notable work which ha* remained h>r half a century 
Uie standard authority upiin an important and fuse mating branch 
of medieval history* 

Xot withstanding an assertion to the contrary which has 
found its way into sever*] leading works of reference* Reinhart 
Ek)*yS Hisiair* d<* Musulmam tTEipflgtw—originally published in 
1881—has never I sent reprinted, ami. having consequently become 
nc'ivc and costly, is little known rxce|it to hutoriatl spevudiats 
The reason why*no second edition wmt issued of a t**.k at once v> 
* brilliant and so profound will lie made apparent In the Biographical 
Introduction : it is here only necessary tn t ecmrd thr foot. In 
* 187+, however, o German translation of the //uttoift was made 
untler the direction of Ur. Woll Wilhelm, Graf von Uaudissin. and 
Ihia version, to which Doxy contributed sonir emendations of the 
original. h&H frequently hern coiiMilteil during the preparation of 
the pjesent volume: a Spanish version {by 1, dc Custro, late 
Professor of Spanish History m the University of Seville), pub* 
iislmd in 4877, has also occasionally Iwcn found useful fur purpose* 
of reference. 

lu 1881 . two years before the historian** death, there appeared 
the Third Edition—corrected ami considerably enlarged—of bin 
Recketxhm tut VMstuirt rt (a UuAratwr de rEsptignt p*>idant It 
moycn age: from this work, which is of the highest value to the 
student of early Spanish history, supplementary notes have litvn 
Elected, and in some cases additions and correction* Uil-jut de- 
rived have been cmliodied in tlier text. 

The preseiiL tjfcfudtitioii h entirely UJiibrtdgcd. find mm* at 
being faithful without being baldly liteml : the footnotes hmyt 
been modified by"lhe omission of those which upjKmlcd essentially 
* to Ambic sthoIoW, ancl tile submit utitm of otlierf of more gructiil 
interest—sc letted mainly from the hi*t<manV own worts und 
more recent sources. 

Lists of authorities are appended 10 tftch dun pier {with one of 
hvn nccett&fy Eccg pt toto) r while the lull titles of the printed works 
cited in tin abbreviated form, together with precis rcfenmm to 
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the maututcripii ctKttuli®d by the author* ore fully forth in un 
Appendix* 

In the transliteration of Oriental which. uf course, 

hnil to I.Hj undertaken nfresh—certain incansfokutckv mddental 
to a compromise, will t>e observed. After careful eonKidernt;r«n, 

1 determined to oodt Sir diacritical marfo*. distinguishing allied 
tntibcmnt* from one another, White they are needles for th- 
Arabic M-hular, there b little dflubk on Lbe other hand that the 
uninitiated tender regards* them with tometbmg of the raortfui 
perplexity with which decimal print* aft *»id to bate inspired 
a famous statesman* The use of conttmaftts] compounds for 
the same purpose hi also not without its dmwbncks- Simplicity* 
after all, has iu chanim. and even -Hnjjftj. the^iutroduevf of 
diacritic*, would probably have admitted that his name thus 
written convey* an hear mi approach to its true prantmeistion as 
the 1,1 Chaddjidiftdseh *" of the German version. 1 have, tafttet 
unhesitatingly preserved form* which, though SnwMnrtoy at have _ 
Ijctome fomiiiuriTacd to English eye*; but *inre this practice 
has been condoned by sundry eminent miUtorities, fur nld 
friciids (Such m “ Mceeft*V ^ Koran/ “Rudy* 1 

and M Almai imr/* I trust no formal opology is ncedrd* 

The Map* which lias been specially designed for the work* is 
mainly based on Maps No, 15 and 10 of the £fr m *Mtr*Mfnkt 
Hi^toncal Atlas i it indicates some additional placet aud^ omit* 
Irrelevant name** (A considerable number of places ruentkaied 
by the early chrcmSders cannot, however* now lie idciitiNtl.) 

1 desire gratefully to acknowledge my obligation* In Sir \\\ 
Muir’s Life of Mohammad (New Edition,' by T. II Weir* 10121 
M. Clement Hiuirt^ tfiAtory of Arabic iAtetaturt (190Sf) + and morv 
espretally Mr. It, A. Nicholson 1 * History uf thr Arab flUilTJ, 

which I have had enuAuntiy at my side, (in one inatAMCi' I havt 
appropriated* almost inevitably H Mr. NichoUtufs vend am of a 
sentence from the ftiMwrt*) m ^ 

In the preparation of the Biographical Introduction E have 
mainly relied * for the facts, upon the sketch of the historian's 
life presented by M. J, dc Oocje to the Royal Academy uf Science*, 
at Amsterdam t Jimrbork eon tie Kuninktiike Akwk'mit van Wrtm- 
fchoppen gn't$ti%d u Amsterdam* 1**3, pp, 1K^) ( and tmn dated 
into tVen cli try M Viiinr Chmiviii, M* Gfttatavr l)ugai\ Hwitrirt 
dn QrimttitUfe* dt V Europe (1670) hit* mho liven of service: the 
writer it per^nnol friend of Dozv a who undoubtedly supplied 
him with information relating to his early years* J have tdso 
hud the advantage Of consulting, for genealogical dclaib, the 
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sdmimhle Family History, by a kinsman of the historian, which 
bna been very* recently published. 

The tndeft has been compiled afresh. and is much fuller than 
that appended to the original work. 

That there are no material errors to be detected in the execution 
of tin undertaking which ha* proved by no means a light task 
I-seorcdy venture to hope, anti I eon only Lnist that they are not 
numerous. Any correct ions with which I may 1* favoured ail) 
be heart fit welcomed. 

F. G. STOKES. 

td)ami, ryi 3. 










BIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION 

* 

ALENCIENNES. ituii Lh*r ml joining dbtrirt^ of iintntiult* 



v witnessed much fierce fighting during llie strond holt of the 
sixteenth century, Though defended Hy *trong ramparts and deep 
mcait*. the fortress mu captured by Philip dr Xfiiimrines in 1507, 
and delivered up to the vengeance of Him troop*. Five years later 
it uyif. wrested from the Spaniards, only to fall again uomcdiatelv 
into Uieir hands. But. mAwithstandLng its vici*«iiudr' us s. stmug- 
hold, Vnlc neicitn^js was looked upon a harbour id rt luge to the 
peasants ami villager* of ito environs, Hummed hy the depreda¬ 
tions id ei bnihil soldiery. mid exposed to Savage oulmpcs of every 
*kinrf, the hapless country-folk Hooked within its walk to «ck 
compHrativc security, and ninny of the refugees who settled there 
became thrifty and industrious burghers who adupted surnames 
reminiscent T>f I heir ancestral homes. 

If i| cannot he rigorously proved that from a family id these 
refugees the immediate forefather* of the historian of Moorish 
Spain were descended, it is at least extremely praha hfe that such 
W thrirjorigin. 

The connecting link is ready at hand. At a short distance 
from VaJundcmuB, Iwtween Cnmbrni urn! Donat, lay the setgnenry 
of Oisy. In a Gazetteer published early in the eighteenth century 1 
it is recorded that Hie hamlet even then contained seven lv -right 
inhabitants, and that the domain of Olay formerly gave its name 
U? ti jtohlc family which supplied the hereditary Constable of 
Oamhr.it. ‘That many of the jnlmlnlsnlfi of the Tillage betook 
theimdves to the town in the troublous time* we have referred to, 
and were still proud to speak nf themselves a* " Oisy folk,'* seems 
u reasonable inference. The conjecture, moreover, is supported 
. by a very opposite fact, for it is certain that in looo there was 
living in Valenricuors one FmnfniN Do*)', or Dotty fd'Oisy), from 
whom J>r. G. J. Dozy has traced, in an erudite geutdogiir&l work 

* /Wrtiumwin- CmtwrMtt <U At Pmum tmtmm tt modirnw tt it fit .Vmieertr 
Ftfttur triVk 
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recently fitted, 1 the iJrxTiit «f tin- nufiicroufc brAndic* ut the 

fnnuK nnw ibiimhiug in the Netberlimck. 

!f iniist Mjffict here to add that in HUT the fnVnjJy quitted 
Yaleiictenm's for Holland* And may thenceforth be claimed by the 
land of their adoption* 

On February 21, l 820, Sam Maria (u#r Tan Ldyvdd}, wife of 
Fmifci obL JtLquctf Dozy, phylffcifUiu of Leyden r bom itim a non who 
XVas dmMcncd 44 Rduhiirt Pktcr Amn\” but wtio P it* the title.-- 
fwi^iof his rhkf works tratil} 4 * usunlly miitenteil hmist'!'* in nhzt 
life tvs t 1 1 lih first bnpti^md name. His mother having died when 
he was niim years aJil p the boy's curly education was entrusted to 
Jlcer Van Veen at Wnusenrtar* when tt- he was? removed to a school 
at H&ttenL He made such good progress thul el the age at 
fourteen Ijc became a pupil ol Dr. J. J. tic tkliicr, in order to be 
prepared for a university career, inul so wdl bud the boy cm ployed 
hu time at the preparatory aHiooD that his tutor has recorded 
tli;it Jio ill ready hud n competent knowledge of French, German, 
ttnd Ksigliidi, 

De Grider was accustomed to teach t he dements of Amble Lo 
those caf his pupils who studied Theology, and. observing young 
Do/y’s* aptitude for langunges, Lie offered to instruct lum in that 
tongue. 'Hie lad eagerly grasped the opportunity thus a fforded 
him. and studying the subject, ns a mere parergwi, en ids sjHire 
tiinr, outstripped all ha fellows, for tile rest, it may be recorded 
fhat lie displayed « linguist's healthy distaste for mathematic*, 
but that ids interest in other branches of knowledge was so wide 
that his tutor feared lest—in emulation of Whewcll, and to the 
sacrifice of sound scholarship In a limited field—ouinisdencc 
might become his foible. 

hi September. 1*37. Dozy entered the University of Leyden, 
and in the Faculty of Letters at once attracted the attention of 
Professor \lcijers, a young and brilliant philologist, who with 
great seal devoted nil Ids time to his pupils, and hence, while doing 
admirable wr.rk as an able and stimulating lecturer, was not 
destined to achieve literary fame. Kn teacher could liave been 


' /Jr /hip < iwn ta k r * m Hr. i; lla JlWiw JtmH lfc»r. 

WTVWUf^ l£HJ. 4 

‘ TTin tUtorim’* pHtigrr* my ifatc. hr tin * M( , of iU *iv*. 

k«uw<mou in itaiki* *u4 (■> Mng ttv-d to <]i ... srenerhliMft* ; 

^ ,<W > : lkf,{ r ' *■ l«?li l’r«i„o|» tKay {IQItb- 

ffPl., J«,™ rfr ; PSnrre p,u r (I0t»-i7| 3 >, 

. (JttBiV-lJiHSj, Mnrni 4t Pfor; Abanin Hqinlrtk Dob (1718-1770), TilU 
Kirrt: li ' n - *«**>. ***• ton JHJ*: j*J H708- 

IBpA M4ri* Ifl« letter Aum- Df*r P 
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better suited to curb Dozy’s tendency to illlattunlisMa than 
Weijers, who hull a passion for minute mvuraey n* ■■■• II as l4 lurid 
precision of‘exposition which hud no tinge of pedantry, ttnri the 
master's insistent'e on the supreme importance of eofiutitudc had 
« lifelong influence on the pupil, with whom he mid Arabic. 
Hebrew, ClniJiJee, and Syriac. 

The anient student of eighteen desired. however. to scale 
forthwith t he nilnrina heights of Oriental poetry. Hi,l Weijers. 
who looted upon Hie matter with Hit- eyes, of a philo kngjtt and a 
groftiiiiariim. dissuaded Dory lium punning his too fascinrittrtg 
i lira m. and suggested Arabian history ns a preferable subject 
for him to at hunk. 

The ye. . student, smiu growing wearied and bewildered over 

(he hurreti chronicle uf countless battles and the shifting scenes 
of ^transient dy nast its, not unnaturally became disheartened. 
I listing about, therefore, for a more congenial outlet for his ener¬ 
gies, lie was attracted by the subject of lexicography, h’reytag's 
Ij.rk'n» ArttlncfbLatintfM, though an esteemed wort, rm-ngre 
and uiisuit iiWlorv fur Kuropemi students since it w ns a mere 
‘ compilation from Arabic dictionaries, and, bring eon find 1 to the 
'* (^ussinil " language of tho Koren, tU pnges might he ransacked 
in vii in for ;? multitude nf n urds liwil by Inter writers. To enlarge 
his vocabulary, Dozy aerordingly took up the works or K tie tine 
Jlurc ^Quntremfire and studied llinii with great Ihureughin 
giving especial nf.Urn lion to the valuable notes, which he learnt 
almost by heart. 

In D^Ceru her, I All. the Royal institute proposed as u subject 
fur cm 11 petit ion a thesis thus specified * 

Do vestibm. ipUbiw Anhe* utrhiMjur sc hi* dlvmb t-ni|iotibiu < ‘ nt 
divert!* terris us] unit, sat vLhuii tame ulimlur, sic i stp.iitaiur, ul. (■■-t 
biwein ilt'urtivcrsi' ili>j>uLiirim<’in, iiigulu .^iniiliuu nfillm m lllluruum 
Ai-ibn-jirsjMi di-m vv|i* recChftcalurj, cmuiiiijui: b.mr.i. mater in ibpir n ms 

EXpljwintur. 

* 

In short. o monograph on Arabian costume was demanded. 
Thr subject instantly up]nuled lo young Dozy’s restless intellect. 
Vet the preliminary lulxmr would be very severe if intrinsically 
valuable results were to be reached. A tuns', of mimuscripU 
must be consulted, the most intricate researches must lie made, 
and there was little mure than a year in which to carry them nut. 
Quite undaunted, however, by the difficulties which confronted 
him, and on rid erred hy the warnings of friends, the enthusiastic 
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#tK aent thing Wmsdf into the tusk. 

the demands which he consequently made upon theirwnsrec* «f 
the University Library' Hurt authorities—iamongst whom was 

Wdjers _ were at Iasi cuitfitniined to rnfonn Dozy' that the »«ppl> 

must t>e cut short unless he wuH give a ratistootory reason for 
bh inordinate requisitions. The question was h most embnr- 
russmp one * strict anonymity was imposed «w tho wmpetitow-— 

iiihS HVijiTis wna 01 WT of (lie n^judieatow Dw-} |irom]it!v cut 
Gordian knot, and informed VVeijets. " unoWeiafly,” of his intent MU. 
The Professor whs not a little astonished nt his pupil’s audacity: 
he did not. however, attempt either to dissuade or encourage him, 
but merely gave him permission to use the library a-s freely os 
he desired. The months flew by, but with the iiiiTuI u friendly 
amanuensis the essay, or rather treatise, w*s ready just ui 

lime. . 

On November 20. ist£, the prize was awarded tu the youth of 
twenty "three. Hie conditions under which the treatise had btec 
written naturally pfewBtttftd K from being ns complete iw its 
author desired : "but He immediately undertook to remedy its dm 
ficicncies, and in 1843 there appeared Dory’s first published boqk : 
IHrlitrimairt dSfaitU dcs noflit <(r* ritcmmtx Au~ l'r Aral>e* — a 
valuable and brilliant piece of lexicographical work displaying 
v T rcut acumen and an immense width of reading. Hie found n 
tinn-'ib'Jttc of Dozy’a repntnltoii as a profound scholar was securely 
laid. 

Weijers find given a good deal of attention to lie writings of the 
Amin of Spain, anil he early introduced .Toni Antonio Comic’s 
iHstorta ilr la dumirtan-m A fo* Arabr-i rn firpoflu !■» hi H former 
pupil’s notice. This work must he mure fully referred to later: 
it suffice* here to mention that Dozy speedily recognised tluil it 
was hopelessly uncritical and teemed with errors. Forthwith 
be threw himself with ardour into tin! stud) of Spanish. In a 
letter dated 1841 he luul asked for a grammar ami dteliomwy of 
the I mi gunge, and tin edit inn of Xkm Quuvfc ,* ** for, ,r he adds, 
“ S|iiimsh I must Imre ! " Two yetira later he writes : " 1 give 
uf> all the tinu l can spun' to Spanish. Tlu>nk> 'o my London 
correspondent. I have already formed the Itcst S punish library 
in the [ilacif. before collecting the t/rUffActtr?^ however. I must 
grt together the books relating to Liu; Middle Ages. , . This will 

nut, I hojH*. take me long.” 

This extract am scared) - fail td suggest what was indeed the 
«i«e, namely, Hint Doxy possessed that inestimable mlvurdug*- 
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lor the ttfnfiitioiL* schokf — ii wclJ-filled purse. 1 He never seems 
to hitvn mm If the *isglil<^L uiJuMuii lo 

" Tint clertml w mit uf pester 
W lilnh vr*ta jiiiltlk iucil" 

Perhaps he regarded too Jigbtiy thiK Imon Which Fortune lind 
accorded him. Tin p+wt tuny, remrcivuMy. shot thcr higher if 
not end i inhered by a inipofluity of pelf the novelist may evnlvv 
mmftn ty 'com his own empty lartler—hut one of the historians 
inspiring volumes should be his bunkers' pass-book. An 
fagUfimk)u.s Gibbon is almost unthinkable. 

rtov.vS Spanish studies seem to have given him transient 
thoughts of writing n hook ii|mu Iaijw de Vega. The unparalleled 
mental activity of the prodigy who composed fifteen hundred ploys, 
and could toss off an Kpic. in twenty lntokt*, a fners interlude, 
doubtless had its attraction for o student of Dovsv's untiring ui- 
JijHlrv Emt Ids >ncrgiew were fortunately diverted into (Hint her 
" channel. fie bad lur sonic time meditated writing an accurate 
history of Sflme episode of the Modem dontnion in Spain, and, 
Imvisg sc cumulated valuable materials Irani hitherto unrxjibted 
source-, hy tke time he had completed his pnze essay hr had 
selected a verv promising subject, DJuurlv, die strange and 
romantic hi*«ry of the family ,.f the 'Ablddids. wlm reigned in 
Seville pfter the downfall of the Omayynd Khalih (a.d. 11)33-1091 )> 
In 18*4, Doay—who hud just proceeded to the degree of 
Dm-tiir— [surm-d Mur is Carolina vail (ioor den Ouster I high. Of 
her it niuijt suffice here to record that she proved an excellent mid 
sympathetic wife to the studrnt whose lifelong companion she 
was destined to lie. (Shr dud in 1W1, living Mirvivcd her 
husband for eighteen years.) 

Though one of the most important events of the scholar’s 
pi ik ill life* Dozy's marriage scarcely interrupted his literary 
piftmiga, The honeymoon was sju;nt in Germany, and the bride* 
. ‘ i i,xrd the opportunity thus afforded him of making the 

uccpiumtuncr. nt Leipsie, of the eminent Orientalist Heinrich 
pleiscbcf— thus initiating » IrtcfuMiJp which lasted, with one 
unfurl, imale lapsc.'for much forty yeare : he also UIOHe careful 
« researches in sundry libraries for nnotiwnjit* I waring ot* ibe 
'Ahhidids. 

■' 1] iiVtill jnv fl%*' fI# mtrtiijrirf li? Writer Com me mi Ct 'p*\ 11 

rir in^v mnv fit* Unt dVmw : ilxa* c* on if *v iud» k»j*rn mi | l|M 

^iti^ fiiix *mnt* iIll wvjiul Duflmty i^ 1 CitqtfffffiV* d* l 

l ifl. 
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Ith investigation* were unexpectedly rewarded. In a manu¬ 
script nt Gotha—wrongly descritwd as a fragment «N4WtkMl’t 
Hinlory u/ Spain, but really a portion of Dm it it film's DzukhWa 
(A.u. 1100>—ht discovered a valuable document bearing on the 
Cid Comprador. This included a letter from an Arab taken 
prisoner by the Cid nt Valencia, and since* I bn lkssim’s work was 
written only ten years alter Rodrigo’s death, it it anterior by 
thirty-two years to the Latin Chronicle, written in the south of 
France, which lmd hitherto beat regarded as. the earliest source. 
As Mr, II. it, Watts bus remarked, “this document sett led forever 
the question of the Cid‘s identity, 1 * Dozy instantly recognised 
the importance of bis discovery, ami great wns his satisfaction 
when be was permitted to Lake the pWchmz manuscript away with 
him far further examination. From this event dales the rise, of 
lib wider project of n comprehensive history of Moorish Spain, 

In the Spring of 3S45 Dozy visited Oxford, to make extracts 
from Oriental MSS., and in the Bodleian Library reaped an a bund- . 
ant hnrvost. It may be mentioned that, ever on the alert, he 
incidentally discovered there two medieval Dutch poems hitherto 
unknown. r 

On his return to l^ydcii. Dozy planned the issue, of a series of 
Arabic texts, to lie published by subscription. The first volume, 
which appeared in IfUti, wus the (hnttmt-nliiire hisf.iriitiw ti'Ibn- 
f&nfraun sue U pneme tl'lim-Abdottt) .* this was accompanied by ft 
complete apparatus of introduction, notes, glossary ami index. 
The historical interest of this volume lies in the fact that l bn 
Badrun—who lived at Seville in the twelfth century—in bis 
Commentary on Em Ahdfltf s poeui, which had far its subject the 
fall of the Aft a,* family, throws important light on the period of 
the Almora vitle invasion .if Spain. 

During the siinie year Do*V wns appointed Adjnlqr Interprdis 
It pah Wtimrfintii, and was entrusted with the compilation Of n 
catalogue of Oriental MSS., n task which, »s might tmv* Jk*CO 
expected, was admirably executed. In 1H17, at the expense of 
the (London) Society for the Publication of Oriental Text-i. there 
appeared. in .English, The //iifary qf the Ahnahitii&t fig Abd»'t- 
lOtlhid al -Harr/kashi. pr titled by a sketch of the History of Spain, 
fmui tin- time* ii t the etnuftmt till the reign qf Ymqf Itm-Tdxfltffh. 
and if the history qf the Ahrwravidee. This history' of the African 
dynasty which succeeded the Atnmnnidis, by Abd al-w ibid of 
Morocco, was edited hy Dozy from a Ms. in the Leyden library 
In the same year the industrious scholar published the first juitt 
of his Snticr* *ur quelytw* mamueritt nraben -—a work which whs 
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m 1331—und m IS43 the fitst volume t«f lhn AUh&iT* 
ilr^Yor^ a/ ftad .Spain al*At utjkrib }—with iMJto** 

ghtiftary ii rid iiitmrhurlinn—fullciwed. 

The more Dozy studied the Arab historian*, the more impressed 
btr wns by the gmve defect* of Gonde'* much bdanded work, 
fsriil he eventually made up hfa mi ml. in the interest* of hidoriL-ul 
science, to jiriek the bubble of the Spaniard'* reptEtetiesr. But 
though ^tmde + who died in 1820, luad long been immune from 
[HTMUml nttiiekv, the fame fcf his [imiliiininm itutofia dt te doming* 
rum d? to* drnbr* wait firmly established, anil to ftiiuiil n work of 
European celebrity with any hope of himew it wa* ma&my to 
be mined at all point*- Doiy ocoordiiigly devoted trreral mouths 
to further researches amungKt the furngwhat jejune pages rd Uw 
Cbrisiian chroniclers, and then—filing the ground firm beneath 
Iik ^aet —lie [.nTi lkli rd hi* $ur I hixfoifr p&litiQUf rf iitU- 

rmrt dr I'Espagtte fmdmt ir motj&n figr* This volume- which 
m KM|j\-uf¥ii in ItiSb, fell like a thumlrrhoU on Camlet fdlowers. 
A« a critic. Qoay—especially in hi* earlier dnyfr—eouhl lie not only 
severe but memlea* upon occasion* and never did he wkld hi* 
weqpcntf more rntldrsidy than in the ptrsmt instance; Comic, ac¬ 
cording to hbh^satUnt. knew litttcumrc nf Andiic than the alphabet: 
44 Bringing mi in uigination of extreme fertility to the uni of u 
kii ' ju lu(i<tr Scarcely di nitnUry, he has. with unparalleled iinjiti- 
dcnct* * — we me told—“ forged dates by the hundred, and invented 
butts by the thousand —always tinder the fake pretence that he 
h faithfully translating Anhk texts. In the mink o! Pierre 
Corneille : 

* VnU tjuc futifhe «ur fburbe A ufi« ytust 11 ^mUiir, 

Ki mc fiiii ijue joucr drt tourt dc pftise-ptie ]' 

l* Mfnt*vr t r. T. M 

% 

" JJo^ strange it is," he continues, “ that even eminent ftriental- 
ht> tilixilfj have allowed themselves to b« tricked into following 
mi eh n Juck-rt‘Inn tern ! ” 

DoxyV attack iijwin the Spanish historian sjieedily cturieiJ con¬ 
viction to the miitd. 1 ' of those who went Iwsl fptalifkd to form o 
judgment upon the subject. The fallen itW was trampled 
bv its former tvorshipfters. Ernest Renan, for iuitanee* in nn 
nrlivle eontributril to the Journal i tet What*, endorses Itav'* 
si rie t u its i n s< 'at hit ig t cftJUU “ l'end*• n History. * he writes. *vvutvi . ^ 
with blunders, and passages of sheer nonsense, Hr make* two, 
or even three, persons out ol n single individual. In his pages, 
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men die twice—ftiul before they are horn: Arabic 

infinitives, become the mimes of popdmw eitie* * nOllHrxiljtenl 
cham<rtCJ* plftV imnginivry partK In fiuikiDK use of Ihn nt--‘ » * 

fffograiikW DiiUtmoqf, t’onde did not observe Mint certnm 
Sheets hwt been misplaced by rt boot-binder'll error: he eo«^ 
qomtly jumbles at random th.r lives. *»f eminent t*n ol the rmirih 
and fifth ccnLnrieii of the Moharamodim era, and triumphantly 
extricate* himself from the resulting welter by the rnd^ol tws- 
uml-hnll stories «f the most diverting kiwi! ” 

And yet a Counsel for Uw defence could have pleaded not a 
few extenuating tirrumststiW" 1 on the luckless tosdes U'liftll- 
Appointed interpreter to Joseph Hon a parte, and henceforward 
regarded as little else than a traitor to his country,lie was exikd 
fium Spam hv the tiovenutnent of Ferdinand Vli, and his name 
was erased from the list of members of ibe Spanish Academy ,*md 
of the Academy of History- Deprived of his post o» Librarian 
of the Kworiid. he wax, moreover, cut off froln access to the _ 
Oriental mmiUM*ript« there treasured. In ISIS, he, took refuge 
in France, and on bis return he was not allowed to visit Madrid 
unlit 1810, Four years later hr died in Midi abject poverty ^hot 
his friends alone saved him from thr indignity of a peuper's buriuL 
The first volume only of his History had liecn corrected by its 
author ; the other two were compiled fmm the manuscript by I hr 
scarcely qualified build of Don Juan I’m to. It rnny be. added 

tbni the American writer George Tick nor. in the Preface to his 
Hittary , 1 / Spanish LUtrattar, gracefully acknowledges the assist¬ 
ance afforded him hy t'onde, and speak* of him as l *a retired, 
gentle, modest scholar.” who had already “ tasted the bitterness 
of political exile and had been reduced to honourable poverty.” 

Itut it did not enter into the bend of the pfflijwn' 11 ® scholar of 
Leyden to make nllovrances for the dUfidlttUs under which the 
S p»|TYi*h historian latmurcd. Historical inaccuracy was in Dozy’s 
eves a crime—mid the slipshod historian, a criminal. 

Of late years w more lenient view of Comic’s delinquencies has 
prevailed. It is recognised that he was, after ell, n pioneer— 
ill-equipped, doubtless, for his great undertaking, but, far nil 
that, a zealous and strenuous explorer. Few would now be in¬ 
clined to go Itcyond Mr, Stanley Lane-Poole’s l empernte judgment 
uf the lHtteria t us tuning ”a boob of conoid cm hie literary merit 
but very slight historical value, and the source of most of the 
errors thnt are found in Inter works.” In short, if Comic's book 
hud been regarded hy his immediate successor* a I mid but 
rough sketch, needing much modification mid correction Indore 
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teing wcffktd iigi into a picture, all would have been well : ImL it 
was extolled by writers, tumble to cheek bis treatment of the 
original uutfiorities, its u work of imfarctible erudition, and the 
ultimate catastrophe might have been foreseen* 

t ondc* however, was not the only historian who fell under the 
critic's lush in the Jfeeftditoftrt. Dnsey treated none too tenderly 
the translation by hri own friend Don i’jiscuti] de fhtyungns ■>! 
ubMnkknri's SjMtOTff u/ ike Mohammedan Dytuutiet in Spain 
(London? I**#), and in this disc the acerbity of his tone is much 
less excusable. Don Puwnal's work, it is true, is not free from 
inaccuracies, but it is none the less of great value to the student 
who is tumiijU uinted with Arabic, and the elatemtc noU-^. us 
Mr, Loue-tWIe observes, present n moss of valuable matcrii I 
which can k dliUiani nowhere else. It may here pertinently 
I* remarked that learned Sjiain felt no grutlge against the foreign 
criue, for in Ittl Dory was elected Correa ponding Member of the 
Academy of History, of Madrid, and in mz thr dignity of Com- 
’ nMinder of the Older of Chari e* ill was conferred on him. 

Ten yeafs later, materials for a Sfwiiul I’art of the fflrtiwN 
•hud been accumulated, and since the earlier volume was nearly 
out’of print, J>oz> simultaneously reissued it, Brit in this revised 
edition, although the pith, of the original preface was reproduced, 
the bilterljwpokniical portions of the original test found no place* 
The writer's motive', fur their omission were probably twofold. 
In the 1 first place, os he himself lell> us, he felt that his criticisms 
<1 Conde, having done their deadly work ones for all, were m> 
lnng(.T nredtd S while with regard to Dot* Pnneual, a feeling of 
mi me thing like compunction for the writer’s acrimony may safely 

be inferred. ■. t „. . . 

On Pecrlkamp^ resijjii&tii-iD. of the rroteso^hip His #I 
Leyden, in l SSO, Doxy was appointed to the vacant chair, On t be 
very' day’of his nomination he received perhaps the only severe 
bhiw ihut ever marred the unruffled calm of his domestic happi¬ 
ness* *in the death of a fondly loved little sou. “ La science, 
writes the historian eh oracle risti catty, ** die on*>i. iloit me venir 
cn aide, tout nut* lit ipic rumour et I'amitie. 

Doxy's new pits! gave <t new direction to his *udi«. en¬ 
larged his outlook. No tetter preparation, iu fact. could ha ve bren 
devised for the historic mMtarpkt* which was to see the hgfct 
eleven years later. At the outset, it is true, he ted to devote u 
great piirt of fits time to his official duties. It .* whispered that 
there liAvc l&m Profeisstti» who Jwvc baked upon thrlr lecture 
irksome formalities to te perfunctorily discharged : bow differ- 
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cully Dozy regarded his responsibilities may, liawcvcr, re* gathered 
from a I tiler to SI. cfc Vries written in the Spring of his find yaw 
ef olilcc. ’ 4 In the Umjr Vacation," In- says, " 1 hope to twklv 
Swedish and Irebuulie—1 already know enough Danish to read 
historical work*— for 1 wish next year to lecture on the history of 
Hi*- Norm fins in Kurepe." Each year, in fact, be chose a fresh 
period for hi* discourses, and it was ever M* aim to inspire bis 
fin pi is with n genuine taste for hlitoriad studies ; but hi* immense 
range of reading and prodigious memory facilitated hi* tusk. 

During five or sis years, beginning with 1854 H'izy was at 
interval* cngdged —as u ailkborntuc with U. Dugat. 1- Kwh), nnd 
W. Wright of t'ambridge—in the preparation of an edition of the 
Ng/k til'Tlb of al-Makkarl TJiis important work 'SmLLen in the 
*■4*'vrnterntli century, is the chief authority for the literary history 
of Spanish Islam- ti was primarily intended ns the Biography of 
a turnons Vizier of Granada, but the elitltorntc " Introduction 1 
constitutes a vast mine of information on litertjy ami |K>lit.iftql 
matters, ant! it is this portion of MakkarPs book which Dozy and 
bis colleagues issued, in five parti), under the title of Armi&tts 
%ut rlhtloirt rf la Littirature dt* Arahtz d tEfpugttc (1855-01). , 

In hi* attack on Cunde, Dozy laid undoubtedly rendered an 
inljMiriunt *fmrt to student* of history, but the effect of UL* 
critic) , *m bad been i mi inl y destructive ! h e laid demoHtihed i* false 
and misleading picture, hut hi- had left an cm jit) frame* The 
nobler work of eousi ruction wns now 1o Ik- his, and yenr after year 
be laboured assiduously at. :i task the fulfilment of which seemed 
to him almost u debt of honour. During these strenuous years 
the only published production* cl Dozy's pen, apart from his share 
in the AnaUcteti were a few articles in Ih Gid* {Amsterdam), one 
of the principal literary [wriudicnl* of the Netherlands—mere 
sparks from the workman',* navi I—<« such vuried subjects pa the 
Chanson! dc Gcste of the cycle of Guillaume d'Qrungc ; Russia 
m the seventeenth century ; Spain under Chsd» III; together 
with occasional excursions into contemjiorary | ml i tics. 

M length the formidable uisk wu* completed, and in 1361 
there appeared, in four octavo volumes. Jlutoire det bltnulmam 
ij'fJjsjurgm la Cmi/utr tie FAndel&wit par k* Ahnutavidex 

—the work here presented to English readers. 

The four volumes corresponded to the four somewhat over¬ 
lapping sections into which, with excellent judgment* Dim- 
divided his subject, A chronologically continuous narraltve 
would have entailed confusion rather than perspicuity. 

Tlsc mnli rials with which I he historian had to deal were of the 
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utmost complcidty and diversity. Broadly, thr feets to be limit 
with were these: Spain. originally /i PmviiiM of Home, hud. 
during the decline of the Empire, been overrun by UtuWiah 
iroadera—Abuts. Vundnh. Survi, imd finally Visigoths. Each o| 
these imonth, which occurred in rafrfd tiiiwwinn, hint IcU it* 
murk upon the inhabitants of the Pcninsulu. but the Vnigothie 
dominion proved enduring, and lusted for two centuries, during 
which (he simple mu! Iiordy invaders gradually ^O fnpn b ed to the 
same causes of corruption and decadence as had their Human 
predecessors, Early in the rigid h century a fn»h invasion took 
place, fit « wholly different character. Across the Straits of 
Gibraltar there {mured h strange host from tlir South and Eatf 
—a multitude of dark-skinned warriors from Arabia. Syria. 
Egypt, find Northern Africa, who found Spain an easy prey. Fired 
bvReligious fervour and the lust of conquest' llic .Moslem horde* 
spread rapidly over all save the citremc north of the Iberian 
Peninsula, and,’ passing the Pyrenees, threatened oil Western 
Europe nutij checked by the great Chnstiau victory of lours. 

But in Spain itself their dominion seemed destined to endure. 
* fortering, os it did. a civilization in many crape** higher than 
Europe then* knew. It ia true thul Chari vs the Btmfltff bad 
repulsed the Saracenic invasion ot France, inil the blow he dealt 
tended ratiftr to consolidate thr Moorish Empire in Spain, it wo* 
intern*] rlrcnv. mid hot the pressure of external foes, which «u* 
to tautM th« Empire to crumble into dusk For even when the 
invaders landed, the germs of dieaQlutiou were present in their 
midst. CentUffe* before, in the rU-crt* of Arabia, ikrce inter- 
tribal fends Imd existed—unending beeftttse fttttpUcaife. These 
animosities had been transferred from the arid heights of \e|d and 
the kindlier soil of " Am by the Blest ” to the bunks of the GiumJjiI- 
quiver and the Ebro—-and thereby the West Wis snvrrL 

to trace the hfctorv of these fetal feuds Irom their misty 
nfigyu to their tragic arid for-reorbing consequences—to indicate 
the port (flayed by the religious fervour uf Christian zealots and 
Kitnrajite fanatics as well ns hj tilt philosophic scepticism of the 
true Arab—to .finite the distentions l*tw«u Berbers and 
Ik dnwin. Olid the bitter rivalries between the Christian Stoics 
even when threatened by o common foe—Bttefa are some of the 
task* which eon front the historian who seeks Co snivel the 
tangled skein d| the history ur Medical Spain. And this dis* 
entanglement Doiy effected with cansuninifttc art. In the Hr>C 
Ifook he sketches, in bold strokes, the character of the pre-Wantfc 
Arabs, the hlouddeuds of Yemenites mid Mu‘oddites, the csrr*-r 
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Of the Prophet. Uw mind spread ot the Moslem EbjUre-the 
occupation of Spain by Arabs and Mb***, ^ 

jealousies slid rivalries which «ro*‘ between Uum, t* - 
Uiiuk ckuri primarily with flic conquered (hfO[tl< I *t fnJces u> ni‘. 
to tin- VisigPtMc dominion, rtlntca tire Conquest in ajwithcr tisprc . 
cleserilw the settlement. uf the country,, Hi* gullnnl but ineffectual 
efforts of Chrwtiwu nnd TCrncgndcs to east off the M^lem yoke, 
ri, thrilling e|>i«Odc of the Martyrs of Cordova, and the attorn¬ 
ment to supreme power of the great Klialif 'Abd-er-Ruh.tum Ill. 
The Third Hook continue the history of Spain under I tie Umayyud 
Kludil*. The scholarly and peace-loving ILiknm Li » w*™« 
nominally by the boy-KbnLif Hhdtftm, but aetuaUy by the great 
['rime Minister .Mninnwr, who make* hb authority al*oiute. 
Almmnior's domestic policy and victorious campaign* ngaiurt Hir 
Christians of the Nor lb are described in seven vivid chapters, 
Til* rest of this Book druB with the disastrous reigns of the 
14 puppet Kitulifs 11 who in rapid succession ascended the throne 
after t he death of Altawwor. *md bring- the history ofi he count ry 
down to the year a.u. 1030 In the Fourth, and Ia*t. Book, the 
tangled storv of the republics, anti dynasties of petty pxlncc* Ike 
Retjit ik Taifm of Spanish historians—which arose Upon the ruins 
ol the Khidifiite, is unravelled with great skill: ihc revival nf 
inter-trihal jealousies, the rapid and inevitable decay of tin* 
ModtMN power, Ihc fatal invitation sent to the Almoravide** I he 
-cci-itd African invasion which resulted, and its inevitable results. 


are vividly -tl f >r< h -tiir work aptly dosing with the strong* nnd 
romantic history of ul-Mu'tomid of Seville, which* a?- Hr. Nicholson 
inis remarked, “ reminds one of a sentence frequently occurring 
in llie Arabian Sight*; Were it graven with needle-graver* upon 
the cye-ooruer% it were a winner to whoso would be warned.' " 
Dnxv'v uwj’nmn challenges comparison with the Imst 

qierimcn-, of historical literature. Iii the words of a writer 
eminently qua lilted to sit in judgment upon it, it is “at. cmCe 
judicious and profound, and equally pleasing to l,he literary ami 
historical sense.’ 1 There: have been, and peril*#* still are, critics 
who grudge to admit the compatibility of historical profundity 
and literary artiUce. “ Give us hard facta," they soy, in effect, 
*■ mid no word-painting, it is the historian’s duty to efface him¬ 
self, to supply the student with un abundance of bricks, and to 
allow him la lie his own architect." Theae page* are chsnriy not 
the plnrc for a discussion of this theory : it is enough to sjiy that 


It was not 1 lory 's. 

tie delighted, on the contrary, in literary architecture* and 
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attached, moreover, eonsidcrnHr importance to the removal of nil 
scaffolding <yid debris from thr finished l MiHdla g-"<ith the result 
Unit Lin- grace Liiui lightness of thr edifice suggest, perbitp*, hut 
faintly the immense labour expended on the discovery and aenumi- 
Intiiin of it* material*. It cannot 1* denied that n lucid anti 
vivacious style may convey nn ItnpfcasMm of superficiality to the 
ttnredccting student: but the fault, which lies with the reader, is 
excusablf. When we admire the pluck! flow <»l it noble tiU’L m 
its lower reaches, we seldom think of the cttsmctJ over w hich it 
has dashed, of the rocky obstacles through which il has furred its 
way, tuid Still less of the countless u 111 nerds which have ntu ribuUd 
to it- Jloud. Yet, iLs Dozy reminds us in his Preface, the result r| f 
the labour of weeks mi- often compressed into a paragraph of the 
Hktory—or, uni schlont, ™ wholly rejected, os beyond the 

scope of the Work ns he conceived it. 

To the objection that Dozy relies inn inly on Arab sources. amt 
therefore lacks Impartial tty, the reply is obvious, lie was vom- 
pelted to rely on such sources wlu-n nil others were lucking. Ihtt 
he resulted every available authority, and il die Christian 
* ituyuis of the epoch are bald arul scanty, he made the fullest 
possible nsc tif these meagre documents. A glance at the list of 
Authorities given in the Appendix U «b* present volume will 
suffice to allow how deeply Dozy delved in that mine ol Spanish 
Histojy. the StpaHa Sazroda, The Chronicles—often mere 
fragments—of laidoms Ftacensis. Sebastian of Salim in non. Ihc 
Mouk> o' Silo- atul Alltel da, and twenty other-. «re frequently, 
ntid respectfhUy. Cited —and if these barren ehrenides eanltt* 
compare for tupioiuhK* *«td literary charm with th. {utt-hlooilrd 
narrative' «I the Arab historians, no more blame attaches to 
Dewy than to the struggling monastic writers who did their 
best to liipnd on the flickering torch of learning iu those dark 

and stormy days, , 

* Sor are the personal anecdotes and romantic eptsudis, here 
atul i lie**" introduced in the very words of contemporary mtiudists 
and |useU, to be Maimed by the purely scientific historian. “‘ B g‘ 
nation nmv have coloured them; vet Southey’s advice to hi* 
brother. who contemplated h History of thr Crmidn. is ol the 

soundest i “ Omit,” soya he. “it . . of those little mfciunsUnres 

which give life to (uumtiou, ami bring uld maimed, old feelings. 

and old times lieforc your eyes." . 

It might 1,C supposed Unit a work oJ melt ,-wcr atul original i> 

speedily won its way to popularity and |jj ' v J u ' r f " 

true position amidst the ranks ol eminent historian*. ^ H -«1 the 



xxyiii INTRODUCTION 

m 

pinin truth 1 m: told—in Holland if attracted very alight nttcnl;km t 
iiml won neither popular e.-deem Ik nr the eulogies of /hr learned, 
Thu? m*Ott for this )iai*dcftitfl] neglect is, however. --et-illy cvplk* 
able. Two yean after its publication the History" wn& worthily 
reviewed in Be Cid# (tftfili ii pp. HI-46E) by Professor Veth, 
In the course of n tong and appreciative onticum the writer makes 

tlii fiiiiSf of l hr " boy colt + '—for to this 1 he treatment accorded 
the work In literary Holhitnl omourtCt 1 d —perfecth phtiy. Veth 
gives I he book the highest. praise ; h- point* out the immense 
luhuir nmhrlwki.n by Dozy. hihI the art with which he hm «»n- 
tr.ilril it; be mnkes at Hror that the historian hiuj to uviki n 
tnbula rasa ni nit l hut hail previously Iwtn written on the *uhjert ; 
and he goes tin to record his opinion that hail life book been 
written in Dutch it w-unld instantly have lieen hailed ns one of 
the glories ol the national litem Lure, * 

Having thus furnished the due to the mystery, the reviewer 
emphasises the cause nE the sighting reception %l EI it? book by 
bluntly pointing uul that the pulilicaiimi of a work imjwriunh 
by u Dutchman, in a foreign laogimgc* wns bdd by hb fdbw- 
countrymen In be flagrantly unjNUriolie, Such a serrtdirwrnt an the 
part of a small hut proud nationality is natural and Wholly excus* 
able: it is well known that tiihhou seriously contemplated compos¬ 
ing The Decline arid Fall m French i the effect this frimld have 
hud upon 1U popularity in England ran scarcely be doubtful. 
Ye I the diJheiilty w hich confronted Dosev ift obvious. If be luui 
putribked hi* Hudury in Du tab* ho w e ver loudly it might Ifnve been 
applauded in Hohund, it mmjd indubitably have been neglected 
by Hie rest of Egrope ; but knowing* on the either hand, ihuL mast 
educated Hot limiters were rtcquiiintcd with French, he under- 
estimated the cliillmg effect upon national sc-ntiiuriit produced 
by the ap[K»raiice tif a Ifixlfrirt when a Hi&iorit w»s Inoknl 
Inn A century nr two curlier such a work might convenient I v 
have been writteti in Latin—inure or less canine—but that device 
being btodmhdble, Do®y chose as his medium a language perhaps 
unrivailed for its universality* with the unfortunate ond unex¬ 
pected result that no second edition of the original work has ever 
appeared* 

The historian was soon a Ur to make some amend* for the 
apparent slight which he had cast oh hi* national tongue, for in 
IttGS be enriched Dutch literature by an excellent book, Hd 
ljlftmixmi'—im oi*ay t>n the History nf Mohammedanism* This 
work—,i contribution to a collection of histones of the principal 
religions of the world—attained considerable? popularity, being 
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reprinted,. * in lSBn + and translated into Fmdi by M. Victor 
Chaimq. 

In the course of writing the bt^t-named treatise D<yi\ arrived 
ni curl si hi results which tic regarded an somewhat ontonWsing, 
and m bis Prelaw hr promised to pursue the subject further, 
hi there accordingly appeared, aiw in Dutch, a -rntuiue 

entitled Ivrariilfti ir Mckka, ,+ The Israelites nt Mecca/' of this 
work M^Gustovc Dn^t remark* that it b " considered by tome to 
be the best, and by others the worst of :dl Doty’s bricks. So 
book gained him more pmise in Holland—or more bitter erifcicbin* 
especially ut the hands of die Jews uf Germany." It muni A at 
proving thiil the ancient saruliuirv *4 Mere* wnti founded in The 
rttign of Saul* tty o body of ceiled Isr&Hite* of file tribe of Simr-a 
—that I lii“-r- Israelite there ^lablbhed the lirc-nf l-V^rivril nt 
Mcyra—and tlmt at the time of the llnbvlnninii captivity n -icmnd 
column of Israelites proceeded thither, The writer further argued 
rhiit the primitive worship of Israel was thnt of itori! and nm of 
Yahyefcu An extended account of i his theory must be sought 
elsewhere i it al t meted much attention at the time, and IIS-hop 
* Culenso was fmiml aniong iU supporter*. 

The duties of the professorial chair, though, r* we have Mren* 
taken with due scrkiuviit^ by its occupant, dirt not pment him 
from undertaking further labours. In I860 there appeared 
ttestriptiiH i tft PA/rique cl dr rKsjmgnt, containing the Arabic 
test of ukMrbi, based nn the Ptiris and Oxford manuscripts 
together* with 31 triinsliitiun. notefi* mid gltisisyjy* This valuable 
section of the Moorish geugrugjlicr^ great work hm\ k-n tnkvn 
in hand by Duty liefut* 1864. ntid wa.n now completed with Hie 
coital;*)ration of ML dr Gocfe, In the following year Bossy issued, 
under the title of Ottftorftngm t a list of Dutch words derived from 
.y-jihic, Hebrew, Persian, imd other Oriental sources, a nd this was 
followed, in LMfij by a cotrecfccd ami greatly enlarged edition of 
W. fL Kngdniafin^ 6V<M.Vfirjy 0 / Spmdjth and Portu^^r -jcvrdst 
dmvul Jrrjw tin , l mbit. This w as awarded the Voinov Prise by 
the French Academic dm Inscription* et bdles-tattre *. 11 July 

10,1 sm . 

(in retiring [mm his post m Rerlor, early in the ^nme ymu 
Dozy chose ns The .subject of has farewell oration : 41 De enUfuss 
cur Mohiiinnicdimoriini toil turn et human it os pne m cjua; Chris* 
Liuiionim i^t, mimmuhi et trorrunla sit/* This inipurtahl and 
nugget ivc iij>cuursr wfis immediately published. In iHfiu 3111 
article,, which lit it masterpiece of crUimm, «n De Slants tmnda* 
tkm of Ihn KlitililurVs Brotit^nmm, ajifieared from Doty 1 * jvn 
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tn ihe Journal rttiatitfW, mul scorned to fed ionic tHat hr had 
quitted the held of Sutory for that of Philnlofly. 

l)o*j - 's pugnacity as a tfholnf, and nithle&snes as u critic, 
might have been expected to furnish material* for mi additional 
chapter—not devoid of piquancy—in the iiuamh of .i utiinrs ; 
as a matter of fact, liowcver, none of his cuntroverric* #c«m to 
have ted to a breach of amity, save tn a single instance, and that 
strangely enough, in the «we of his old and valued friend f^elsrher. 
Since this serious misunderstanding severed for some years the 
friendship of two eminent scholar., nod was the origin u[ by no 
menus the least important of Doxy's works, a brief nr vomit of the 
source of the trouble will not be out of plow* It was the practice 
of the tom our* Lripsiis Orientalist to read critically 'hew mid im- 
pr,riant test*, and to send to their editors any corrections or 
comm ruts which occurred to him. This he had done tn the case 
of the Anaitdf*, and in the fifth jiart of this, which updated in 
1801, tiumy observations over Fleischer'* signatufte were included 
in the Addition* and Corrtrtion*, In the Preface, moreover, the 
Professor was especially I hanked for having devoted so much of 
his valuable time—stolen from his special studies-—to Makkari, 
and was assured that his labour was by no mroni lost, tt is 
possible that Fleischer detected in these remarks a slightly acid 
suggestion that he was straying outside his province ; at any 
rate, in the Preface to the lint part of his CorrrdiaN*{l$ 0 T}— 
published in the Rqwnts of the Rovnt Academy of Sciences of 
Saxony 1 —he made it dear that he was not pleased with the way in 
which his emend at i on 1 , had liecn treated—alleging that tile argu¬ 
ments put forward in support of many of them had been sup- 
pressed; that several due to himself had nr> indication of their 
origin, and that some hud been ignored. Now in Fliischer’s own 
view all his com in* uts were, without exception, valuable: olid since, 
on re-reading the text and collating it with some source* which 
the editor' seemed to have treated with scant KSpect, he htuiJjce'n 
nble to add to his list, hr resolved on nn independent publication. 
There was apparent ly no muse of offence in this, but it liappciud 
that ten years previously Dozy hod entered into a quite informal 
cum■*. pond cnee with Fleischer on the subject of the emendations 
in that part uf the . f wjh rtc: far which he was especially responsible, 
and Fleischer, by what seems 41 vingulnr lapse in t«*te and Judg- 
ptuit, treated these often tentative letters ns though they had 

1 *i*r r™. firwdttollqp iirr tTujFwAq/l n t FUL flitL llaw , 
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hmi published. and also—which was worse—a* though they re- 
preseuL i'(i Uqaty's final views upon the subject, 

Sucli [irtw-L'durc wimlit Inivc Dcltli'il a mail much more patient 
of injustice limn wan the Leyden profesar, He was seriously 
aggrieved. In his ulimi forgotten letters hr had ndvanm.} more 
than one opinion which he would lutvr retracted or modified if he 
had given its subject further reflection : and these opinions; were 
cited ns .though hi-* matured judgments—and refuted I Dozy 
accordingly relinquished the work upon which he was then busily 
employed, bum i dled his weapon*. and in 1S?1 published his 
brilliant Lrttrc a -II. Fldjicfn-t contentml de* remarques critique 
H cjtplivative* «ur U tcirtt d’al'Mukkmh In this work be wields 
the rapier rather than tin- bludgeon. In polished and court am* 
phrases he upbraids the veteran of Leipsic for his mnuih-,1 tin- 
fairgess, reminding him, in the words of the AjIiW IWgt'-s, that 
" iTin years in a man's life represent more than a century in the 
life u society," and adding; Would you hove hud no cause 
for am 1 pin ini if J. m turn. had printed those conjectures of your 
owu which Iiefutal long ago u«d which you ore careful no longer 
\o ^riVRUCC 't f * After a few more pages of expostulation Dozy 
plunges into tech aim I it iv\ and, in minutely criticising Fleischer's 
notes and itiojectures, incidentally confers a vujjd boon on student* 
of Oriental B toal tt W and history . The breach lx*Lwecn the two 

... Orientalists lasted. a» wit have mentioned. several yean-, 

but it is satisfactory to be abfe to record that ultimately, in the 
words of -Fleischer's biographer : " L the misunderstanding wns 
cleared up in a way that rotlccts credit, on Imth scholar*; " 1 and. 

will immediately become apparent, Lhcir friendship war, estab¬ 
lished on a firmer basis than ever, 

liver since 1807. Doxy had bean sedulously amassing material* 
for the book which wit. perhaps, to furnish in the eyes of Oriental¬ 
ist., his 'chief title to fame—under the title of SmppUmnU aus 
ilntibHttaire* urahes. In 1873. he found hi mart f in n positron (>> 
eomtnenwliw work of consLrurtion. and on this be laboured, with 
few intermissions, for eight years. He bd tieeume conscious, il 
appears, of a. failure in health, which his friends had nut observed, 
but w hich warned lum that if hr would successfully ™rry out his 
great design, to it he must henceforth devote nil hh remnimng 
energies. In 1881 the Supplement to- finished. A pervumt 
reference in I lie Preface will speak lor iLself: ** The ocmmplbhrnent 

i Mtmvir IMunrM L^rmlil Fkm firr, by PHifewor .V Mnllir, It'Mfcugta), 
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of my task,** b* writes* M fills we with gratitude. The labour has 
been long protracted i the quotation*—some of tlicm noted forty 
vears ago—huve nil licen verified, mid had I foreseen Hint the were 
arrangement of the materials wwW occupy right years, I should 
perhaps have abandoned my project. In huum of pain mid rirk- 
t1(A « I have feared that 1 might not live to accomplish it: hut. 
thanbv lie to God ! my fears were groundless : li fe and strength 
have sulUced. . . , This fu I Oku cut of the hope uf m\ j^uth has 
caused me the liveliest Satisfaction," 

Udnm the Supplement wiss finished frrfiH distinction* laid been 
conferred upon its author. Already Member of the Royal Academy 
uf Sciences of Copenhagen, in 1878 lit was made Carnstpooding 
Member uf the Academy of Sciences of St. Petersburg; in the 
Mowing year. Honorary Member of the Dndtthc ^torgniiuiniMte 
fh 3 dl.n‘lusfi: and in 1880, foreign Correspondent of the Jw 
tlfmin tlt i Sdntei of Hume and Honorary Professor cd the JW/iraefoil 
fffop dr EmrRunta of Madrid—his name being finked, in the Inst 
case, with those of Charles Darwin imd John Tyndall. 

And yet, as M. de Ikieje observes, Dozy valued above all these 
honours the judgment of the veteran Fleischer—now hnftpily 
restored to his friendship—who Imilcd the S-uppiemrnt ns “the 
greatest work of Oriental lexicography which has appeared since 
Lane's great (but unDniskcd) dkl ionary of classical 'Arabic," mnl 
Congratulated the author on having been enabled to achieve 
“such a triumph both in matter and form, by dint of the width 
of his reading, his indefatigable arid, his profound knowledge of 
the language, and his oft-proved perspicacity.” 

Little did the octogenarian scholar, seemingly endowed with the 
vigour of eternal youth, suspect that the illness referred to by 
the friend who was more Ilian twenty years his junior was the 
precursor of n fatal disease. But so it was : no sooner had the 
SuyylSmall Item safely launched than lt» author experienced 
n grave premonition of ebbing vitality—for the find time jn til 
life he did not know wlwt next to turn his hand to. This feeling 
of latitude passed off to same extent, but he undertook no fresh 
labours. He corrected his Hittory nfihc Abmhtules, a second edit ion 
of which had been called for. and corresponded on technical points 
with his friends Fleischer and lie t’rocje 7 but the must gratifying 
event of the closing yearn of his life ww» the reception accorded 
to the third edition of his itrthrrrhrf, winch contained numerous 
additions nnd a few corrections. These volumes, published in 
IS81. are of the highest value to the student of Moslem Spurn who 
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dcftirta to investigatemure fully certain nuilttrs ucce&smrily touched 
It (ion briefly in the Hishnre; and, though tin: wotIe consists of dis¬ 
connected notes and dissertations, so lucid and attractive is Its 
Style til lit Gottfried thus! well said of it that whoever dipped into 
its pages tn verify ft reference read the whole article, 

This was Doxy's last t>ouk : on the twenty-ninth of April, 
Jitsa, lit died. His uneventful emcercalls for nn judicial summing- 
up * its simple record sulTift*. Reinhart Dony was essentially 
and entirely a man of letters. Literature—in the widest sense, 
including Philology and History—satisfied all his ambitions, In 
the unwearied service of literature he spent forty strenuous yean, 
and he left, the world the richer for hia labours, 
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mni->hi,i firy of Spain, and specially t.f Moorish Spain* has 
hci^n the congenial study which Iinh unrearingty occupied 
my attention fox twenty years, and before commencing the present 
work 1 had devoted no small part of » lifetime «o accumulating 
ntu ten ala—seat tcred throughout oimftst all Uit 11 i i rairi-o or Imitojw 
— to examining mill collating relevant documents, and to editing 
not a lew. 

^Nevertheless, it ia with extreme diffidence that 1 give till# 
Hiii Wy to the world. In il 1 traverse ground hitherto untrodden* 
lor —as I have elsewhere tried to demomtrnte '—existing treatises 
on the subject are wholly valueless. They are all, in fact, baaed 
% on the labours of Ctmde—non the labours, that a to say, of « writer 
rnlyt had but scanty materials at his dinfui^sit, who was nimble, 
from the inaaequacy of his linguistic attainments, to understand 
the documents to which be had iicecss, and who lucked the historic 
sense. The test which confronted me was therefore not merely 
that of exhibiting m a truer light fad‘ nuKinterpretcd by my pre¬ 
decessors, or of announcing fresh discoveries ; I fuund it necessary, 
on the contrwv, to delve to the roots of the subject if I would 
make the Moslems of Spain, for thr flr>.t time, live in the pages of 
History; and while the very novelty of the subject-mutter con¬ 
stituted one of its attractions, it Iun proved the source of many ntid 
various difllcutties, 

I lid fare I ran justly claim to haw examined nearly nil the 
manuscripts extant in Europe which Itcnr u|»n the history of the 
Moon, and I have wittingly neglected no aspcct> of the subject 
Since, however, it ha? not been my intention to compile an arid 
and severely scientific treatise, destined only for a limited ctarn of 
readers, 1 have refrained from overloading tuy page* with excess 
of detail* Tu thr extent u[ my ability* I have, moreover, con¬ 
formed to the literary canons which prescribe that in hid erica I 
composition prominence should be given to forts of a specific 
class, to which all others should be made ancillary : hra« I have 
often been obliged not only to condense in a few lines the fahonrs 

' In tlir SnlAdltioti nf my KwAorVr *** f * *s NUntw* it ?&/*§*• 
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uf weeks. but to jwss over in silence runny mutter. by im means 
devoid uf special interest. I lie Inclusion of which, hnit-w. did tint 
square with my gencmJ design. 

On the other hand, 1 have aimed at setting forth very fully 
events which appctir to me vividly to tlituacttfrac their t[iorlis; 
and 1 have not. hesitated, upon occasion, to enliven the ilromu of 
political history with interludes of penonal adventure >, fur, in my 
opinion, it a too often forgotten that without the rdiefraflonfed 
by picturesque details and llie side-lights thrown by them Upon 
contem|mniry mariners, id) history if* apt to be colourless and 
insipid. The methods of those hi*turiims who seek to exhibit 
in Dm foreground, not vo in licit pal die men. hh the ideas of tenden¬ 
cies of which they are held to Ite representative, and who deal 
mainly with wide generalisations. core. I apprehend, ijnsuiteil to 
my subject. f 

Further, although I liave spared no pains to endow this History 
with pm-iiicm and actuality, £ am convinced that im undue display 
of erudition would not tend to add vivacity or lucidity-to its pages ; 
I have therefore ref mined fmm the lavish use of notes, references, 
and quotation*. But t hough £ hold I Ini in u work of this character 
results uiom* should Hnd a place, disengaged from the scientific 
apparatus by which they have been attained, t hnve^throughout 
Imcn careful Lu indicate Liu aulhuriLk-s upon which my statements 
arc lutscd. 

It is right to mention r hat portions of the present twok were 
written before tin publication of certain recent contributions to 
historical criticism. The opening chapters of the first volume, 
tor instance, were completed t before the appearance in the Secutt 
tics tints Monti* of Lite able article on "Mohammed unit the 
Grigifis of Mnniisiu " by my Jearned and excellent friend M- 
Itenan : many of one comiu ions arc identical, but we luxe reached 
them independently. # 

'fhere numniTW for me Mir pleasant fluty nf thanking tlicr-e of 
my friends— notably MM, Mnhl, Wright, Dtfrimary, Tornlierc. 
Calderon, l)c Sknc, and Dognt—who have cither placed manu¬ 
scripts at my disposal, or, with the utmost courtesy and kindness,, 
supplied me with extracts anil collations. 


f.CYIWN, Pchrmrity Uff|, 
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SPANISH ISLAM 


CHAPTER 1 

THE HE DA WIN 

YTTHEtST Europe, century after century, treads Llie 
If path of progress and development, the abiding 
characteristic ol‘ Lhe numberless tribes that wander with 
their tents and docks over the vast and arid deserts of 
Arabia U their Immutability. What they are to-day, such 
hey were yesterday, and such they will be to-morrow : 
they know’neither’advance nor variation: the lJedawy 
tfresen-es in all its purity, the spirit which animated his 
ancestor* in the days of Mohammed, and the I test com* 
menUricsOn the history and the poetry of the Pagan Arabs 
are the descriptions given by modem travellers »i the 
manners, customs and modes of thought of the Bed aw in 
amongst whom they liaYCiojournetL 1 

And yet this race lacks neither the intelligence nor the 
energy necessary for enlarging its bottlers and bettering its 
condition, if such were its desire. If the Arab docs not 
advance, if he remains a stranger to the very idea of pro¬ 
gress, it is because, being indifferent to the case and 
material pleasures procured by civilization, he has no wish to 
change hi# lot. The Ikdnwy’s pride assures him that he 
embodies the consummate pattern of created beings , he 
demises other nations simply because they are unlike 
\rcihs; Htitl he tselirvcs liitnitflf in finitely huppicr than the 
civilixed man. Evert- condition of hfe has its iiicon- 
vonirnt!^ nnti vruitftjcft*: but lhe arrufffmce a * * lc 
Bedawin is easily intelligible: guided, in fact, not by 
1 philcKophic principle but by n kind of iiistlnet* they im\t 

“I botiora tint, not ,<d1t inwn»*r» «»<1 »™ ,r ** r1,1,1 p*" 1,1 £ f# " 
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nut in practice, from time immemorial, tile inspiring «'ntdi 
words of tbe French Revolution-" Liberty, Quality, 

i)f |jV fh>, no man mi earth has inherited n j idler share 
titan the Bedswy. " I acknowledge no master." he boasts, 
“save the Lord of the Universe! _ And the freedom he 
enjoy > is t men molted by so few limitations that in ,J ' 
it the doctrines of our most advanced Uadi cats ^ tend like 
maxims of despotism. In civilized Stales government ol 
some kind is a necessary and inevitable evil—^n evil 
which Is mi essentiAl wnditioti ot tiptwi: the llcda^un 
simply dispense with it. It i* true licit each trifr: has a 
chief, chosen by itself; 1 ml this chief is merely mflmntmU 
\w is respected, iuk) deference is Mid to his advice* especially 
if he L a rt'ildv iptukcr, hut lie is not entitled to issue 
commands: far from receiving emoluments, he is expected, 
uid even forced by public opinion, to.provide lor the 
sustenance of the poor, to share with his friends the 
hdahveth which lie receives, and to oiler te strangers a 
him pita! it v more lavish than other members of the tribe 
could afford. He h ubliged at every tom to consul* the 
tribal council, u hieh is composed of the heads of the cony 
jKincnt. families of the clan, t\ ithouL the assent of this 
assembly, war cannot be declared nor peace <t included — 
even the camp cannot be struck - 1 

The title of &hdk bestowed by a tribe upon one of its 
members is often little more than uri empty compliment - 
a pubiii testimony of the esteem in which he is held—a 
formal avowal that the recipient is the ablest, the bravest, 
the most generous man amongst them, and most devoted to 
the welfare of the community. “ Wc confer this dignity on 
no man," said an Arab of old. “unless be hath given ns all 
that he possessetil, unless he hath allowed us to trample 
under font all that he hokleth dear and in honour, mid hath 
rendered to us the services that we look for in » Slave." 

Often, indeed, the authority of the chief ts so meagre, 
that it is almost imperceptible, A mini. ji contemporary of 
Mohammed, was once asked how he hud eomt to he made 
Chief of his tribe. Lie at first denied that he occupied this 
position, hut on the question bring pressed, lie replied: “ If 
misfortunes have IjcfiiHcii mv fellow-tribesmen, 1 hove 


Hfyri'kli - L'tSl, \< fr-. >UJ H> foloui iM, |ip. r Sir It. I. Uu-luti, J^rpruj/^ Ca 
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given t belli money: if one of them has committed :i faun, 

I have paid *l he penalty for him; 1 have established my 
authority by reliance on the kindliest of inv trilie. Those 
of niv comrades who cannot do us much are held in less 
l»p«et: those who eon do Lhe like are my equals: and those 
who can do more are more highly esteemed. ' 1 Then, ns 
now, a chief was .sometimes deposed if lie could not main¬ 
tain his position, or if a braver and more Umnlitiii man 
could be found among his fellows. 1 

Although absolute equality is not to l>e found even 
in the desert, if is there more nearly attained than anywhere 
else. The IJcdawin neither admit disparity in their social 
relations—for they all live the same lives, wear the same 
dress, and partake of the same food—nor is a plutocracy 
conceivable amongst them, for. in their eyes, riches confer 
no title to public esteem.* To despise wealth, anti to five 
from hand to month on booty captured by Ids own valour, 
liter having squandered his patrimony in lavish hospitality— 
such is the ideal of an Arab cavalier/ Disdain for riches is. 
doubtless, evidence of magnanimity and philosophic calm, 
but if must be*borne in mind that wealth has not the same 
importance for a Bedawy as for another man, since Ids 

S mperLy is held on an extremely precarious tenure and 
its with surprising alacrity. “Wealth ootneth in tlie 
morning! and ere the evening it hath departed, write', an 
Arab poet; and in the desert this is literally true. 

Since he is ignorant of agriculture, and owns not a 
foul uf soil, the Bedawv’s only wealth consists irt his camels 
and horses; and these are riches on which he cannot reckon 
For a single hour. When enemies attack his tribe—an 
everyday occurrence— and carry oil his all, the rich man 
of yesterday Htids himself to day in poverty. But to- 
morftrvr he will take his revenge and Income wealthy once 

more.*~ , , 

Absolute equntity, however^ c&n only exist m d 
of nature—and “a slate of nature" is a mere abstraction. 
Up to a certain point the Bedawin live on a tooting of 
mutual equality, hut their levelling principles by no means 
'extend to humanity at large: they deem themselves the 

' Muiuxrwl, ji. 71; <f. I bit Nnlwto. rllml b r tt#*nso««n, AdMtomntm *4 
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superior?, not only of their slaves, mni of the artis&t® «!“> 
work for their living in the camps, but of ail other men 
whatsoever; they claim to have fetm moulded from quite 
other day than tin- rest of the human rave. Natural in- 
efqualities, however, bring social distilirtion* in their train, 
tuid. if riches confer no consideration or importance on [he 
Bedmty* generosity, hospitality, courage, poetical talent, 
and eloquence 1 hrilig him so much the more. l >Mcn may 
he divided into two classes," said Matin; ;* “the groveller* 
that lake pltnsurc in fscaping up riches, and the exalted 
soul* tlmt seek the glory conferred by generosity. 1 ' 

’I'he aristocracy of Lite desert—the “ kings of' the Arabs." 
in the phrase of the Khal i f *0 mor—are the onflow and poet;, 
and all those who practise the Bcdawy virtues; tie- ptebein|k» 
arc the mean and vicious who practise them noL ^ The 
Bednwin have never known either privileges or titles— 
unless we regard as a Lille the surname of “The Perfect," 
(ai-Kdmt), given of old to the man who to poetic talent 
added courage, liberality, knowledge of wntiif^, and ability 
to swim and bend the bow. Nevertheless, nobility of hirtti 
—which, rightly understood, imposes high .responsibility, 
and binds together successive generations—exists even among 
tlie Bcdawin. The rank and tile are tilled wjjh veneration 
for the memory of great men, whom they worship after a 
fashion. The descendants of men of mark are t reified with 
esteem and affection, provided that, although they may not 
have received from heaven Lin* same gifts a* Lhctr ancestors, 
they preserve in their hearts admiration and We of noble 
deeds, of talent and of virtue. In pre-Islamic days tliat muu 
was deemed right noble who was the chief of the tribe. and 
whose father, grand fattier, and gteat-gmi dfather bad suc¬ 
ceed vely occupied the same p<jsit id n. Nothing «sore natural 
—for since the title of S&eik was never conferred save on the 
most distinguished, it was reasonable to suppose that the 
Bedawy virtues hnd become hereditary in a family which 
Fur four generation* had provided a leader for their tribe.’ 

All the lledawin of the same tribe .are broihrrx; such 
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indeed is the term applied bv fellow-tribesmen of tile same 
age to one Ami her. An old man speaking to a young one 
calls him "ms brother's son." If need lie, a Bedftwy will 
slaughter his fast sheep to supply food for a poverty-stricken 
brother who craves for aid, while he will resent itn aifront 
all own to a brother by a man of -in alien triiw as a persona] 
injury, and will not rest until he Sms avenged it. 

It is 'difficult to give an adequately vivid and distinct 
idea of this W%q hs it is culled — this deep, limitless, 
steadfast fidelity of l lie Ami) to his fcllow-clnti si nun: this 
absolute devotion to the interests, the prosperity. the honour 
and glory of the community wherein In- was born and will 
ilit*. The sentiment is not paralleled by Patriotism, as we 
understand llmt term—-for Unit is an emotion which appears 
to rbv fiery Bednwy but lukewarm—it in a fierce and over¬ 
powering passion, and at the same time the first and most 
^sacred of duties'; in a word, it is the true religion of the 
? desert** 

The Arab will make any sacrifice for his tribe : for it ho 
is ever ready to risk his life in those dangerous enterprises 
in which faith aiul enthusiasm cun work miracles: for it he 
will fight till his ltody is crushed ouL of human semblance 
beneath thn feet of the foe* "Love thy tribe,*’ sings a 
poet, “for to it thou art bound by firmer bonds tluttt is a 
husband to his wife. * 1 Such. then, is the meaning which 
the Bcdawr gives to “ l Jberty, Equality* Fraternity. “ 
These blessings suffit-e him: he desires, he dreams of no 
ot hers—he is content with his lot. Europe is never content 
with tiers, or only for Lhe moment. Our feverish activities, 
our thirst for political and social improvements, our ceftsett*s> 
endeavours to belter our conditions—arc they not in truth 
at once sfliijilwii' ntul iin implicit confession of the weari¬ 
ness uiifi restlessness which in the \V estem VS orld gnaw at 
the reiaLs.of society ? The idea of progress, ex to l loci «« 
rmt{<tett!?4 from professorial chairs as well as from the political 
platform, is the fundamental principle of modem social 
systems—but do men prate- ceaselessly of change and im¬ 
provement when their condition is healthy and when 
happiness is theirs ? In our unending yet fruitless pursuit 
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of felicity—jmlliriL: down to-duv what we built yesterday, 
proceeding from illusion to illusion, from disappointment to 
disappointment—we end by despairing of mankind: we 
exclaim. in otir moments of dejection and weakness* that thi- 
destiny of man is not, bound up with the fate of common¬ 
wealths* and we thirst for unknown blessings in an unseen 
world. But the Ilcdawy feels none of these rngne and 
morbid aspirations after a happier future: his buoy ft it spirit, 
expansive, heedless, serene as the sky. participates in none 
of our cares, our sorrows, or our shadowy hopes. But to us 
—our limitless ambitious and importunate yearnings tanned 
by imagination—the aimless life of the desert jwould appear 
insupportable in fill its monotony and uniformity, and we 
should soon prefer our wonted excitements, our cares and 
hardships, our political periilexities, even the throes of mir 
travailing civilization, to iill the advantages enjoyed by the 
Arabs in their changeless existence. 

There subsists, indeed, a fundamental iilfTerghce between 
the European and the Arab. Our imagination is too fertile 
to allow us mental repose : yet we owe our progress to this 
facility, and derive from it our relative superiority'. Where 
imagination is lacking process is impossible: to perfect our 
social life and develop the mutual relations uf men, it is 
necessary first to present to tlie mind an image of a .society 
more nearly perfect than that which exists. IluL the Arabs,; 
despite a widespread Ixdicf to the contrary, possess very 
little imagination, Their blood is more impetuous than 
ours, their passions are more ardent, but they an; at the same 
time the least inventive of races. To recognise this fact we 
have only to glance at their religion and their literature. 
Before their inversion to Islam, they had, it is true, their 
gods—typical of the celestial bodies—but* uTilike the 
Hindus, the Greeks, and the Scandinavians, they had-no 
mythology. Their deities hud no legendary history, ibid no 
poet dreamed of fabricating one. The religion preached ly 
Mohammed—a simple Monotheism, with an accretion of 
certain institutions and ceremonies borrowed from Judaism 
mid Lhc ancient pagan worships—is incontestably the 
simplest and least mysterious of all positive religions; the 
most reasonable and the purest, indeed, in the eves of those 
who exclude the supernatural os far as possible, and who 
would banish ritual ami ornament from worship. In llieir 
literature we ft ml the same absence of originality, the* same 
predilection for the actual and positive. Other races have 
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produced epics, in which Hie supernatural plays mi important 
W .\ r; J'. literature contains no epic—not even h narrative 

poem; exclusively lyrical and descriptive, its verse bus 
never aimed at depicting more than 1 he* poetic side of 
actuality, The Arab poets describe what they see mid fed. 
but they create nothing: if now and then they show n spark 
of imagination, their own critics, for from praising them. 
Muntiv'call them liars. Aspirations after the infinite and! 
the ideal are unknown to the Bcdawm, and from the: 
earliest ages accuracy and elegance of expression—the 
merely technical side of poetry—fits appeared all-important 
in their eyes. 1 Invention is indeed so rare in Arab litera¬ 
ture. that when we Ibid traces of it in some fanciful poem 
or tale, we can almost al ways he sure that we arc dealing 
with a translation, awl not an Arab original. 1 bus in the 
Thousand and One Sights all the stories of enchantments, 
tlie delightful offspring of afresh and exuberant imagination, 
which uhaftiled us in our youth P aru ol Persian or trMliiiii 
origin: * &T the whole of this immense collection the only 
’ portions truly Arabian art 1 pictures of manners, and anec¬ 
dotes derived from real life. 

Finally, when the Arabs, established m vast province* 
conquered rat the point of the sword, turned their attention 
to the sciences, they manifested the same lack of creative 
power. They translated and commented on the writings o 
the ancients; they enriched certain branches of science by 
their patient, accurate, and minute observations: bid Uiey 
made no capital discoveries, and we are not indebted to 
them for a single great and fruitful idea. 

Such, then', arc the deep-seated differences which exist 
between the Arabs ami pursebes. U um\ be 
have mate elevation of character and true greatn^of muJ, 
with a keener sense of the dignity of man : hut n } , _ . 

possess \> itliin them similar germs *>t devclupuien ' , 

grass; and such are (heir passionate eras >ngs < 
liberty and their complete lack of political 
seem incapable "jf submitting to social * L . a * 

they made the endeavour: fora from their dotr V, 
prophet, and launched forth by him to conquer 

For mi ■Mount «f jw-fj&iraif F* tr F< *'*«**» 

■■ At, AntbiUw of Hie Pmatoa tfaw■.***•*» *■ ' hmn * 
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they filled it. with the glory of their deeds. Enriched by 
the spoils of twenty provinces, they learnt the ipltU'Urev ol 
luxury; through contact with the subjugated races they 
were led i<> <ultivitu- the sciences, anti attained to ns great n 
height of civilization jls was possible for them. Vet utter 
Liu. days of Mohammed. long years elapsed before the Arabs 
lost Ibetr national character isties, When they landed in 
•Spain they were still true children of the desert, iu*l h was 
but natural that Ik side tin hanks of ttlG Tttgus or the (iuitthd- 
tiuim they dreamed only of carrying on the intertribal con- 
di-tv Ur kin in Arabia, Syria, «/ Africa. These inveterate 
feuds must Just claim our attention: ami rightly to under¬ 
stand them wt must go 1 nu-k to the days >>f tin* Prophet. 
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CHAPTER LI 

THE PNUPKET 

1 

f X the ditvs of Mohammed, the population ot Amina con 
sisted of a multitude of tribes—some settled, but the 
majority constantly noiiuidie—without community of inter- 
ests. owning no central authority, and usunlU at war v\ i T 1 
one another. Could mere bravery make n people mv incihlc, 
such the .Arabians would nssuredly have been, 

Uic warlike spirit more generally diffused. '* nhoai. 
flelitinir there could be no booty, ana ta^ty formed the 
Ikdnwin’s livelihood. Moreover. they found «n * nto * IIJB *Ing 
pleasure ip wielding the pliant bamboo loncc. or the H«hjn| 
.word—ill dmvinu the Aolkor stven.ij; the necks » J»» 
ri.omiw.-iu ■ cu-lung » hostile Hike. “ re » nultonr cn ntet ll 
the com *' ^in jnimoliiting victims, “not ns offerings pleasing 

t0 vS in the fight.ebofared the higheit d«nii to the 
enlu -v of poets and the love ul women. Hie latte- hmi mi* 
loheti'uol a little ill (hi- murtiuj '!*" of t,iwr J", 

their huilrnn.k IWI<wii.£jri}h the 
the wounded iu.it encouraged the wnmors hi ctautiij, i 

instinct with relentless ferocity. 1 " *- "T^ .n. S.l o 
[tv “Courwrel defenders .■! women I Muitc "itn 
2L of yoTswords! . . . We ait the - Any hUrs of *0 

morning-star: soft are the car petti we rea our tresses bit 
feet: dbr necks are adorned with ppajls. and our 
■perfumed with rmtsk. The bravewho conhont th^ foe 
3*d«p to our bosom*, but the ft 

spurn—not Tor them our embraces! * ev f tn “£*J 
would have been easy for on atten■^•JS^SSSpU 
the intrinsic weakness ot llie ttHow 
upon its utter lack of unity, and the JJJg 

between the different tribes. Arabia would mdubiumy 

• nr jw.. ^«thr <*£ f jJ'S 1 * iiTKrft * 

U2-4, 1%, ires-ril ItoMf* <W« «T tnM “ L " ' 
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have fallen it prey to a foreign conqueror if she hud not been 
too |Mior to be worth conquering, 

■■ What doth thy land contain 'i" asked n king of Persia 
tif an Arabian prince who had begged him for troops, and 
ottered him in return u Urge province: -■ What doth it eon 
tnini A few sheep and camels! Never will i, for such 
trifling guerdon, risk a Persian army in your deserts/' 

The day came, nevertheless* which saw the conqieesi ui 
Arabia; but she was conquered by a child of her own—an 
extraordinary man—the Arab Mohammed.' 

Perhaps the Messenger of God—for such lie called him* 
self—‘Was not superior to bis fellows, but it is certain that lie 
did not in the least resemble than Of a delicate, im¬ 
pressionable* and highly nervous constitution, inherited from 
his mother; endowed with inordinate unit morbid sensi¬ 
bilities ; melancholy, silent, loving aimless roving and self- 
communion by twilight jn lonely valleys; forever haunted 
by a vague disquietude, weeping and sobbing like a woman 
in bif hours of sickness, subject to fits uf epilepsy/ lacking 
in martial courage,' his character was in strange contrast 
with that of normal Arabs—hardy, vigorous, warlike meh, 
who knew nothing of reveries, and who looked upon tears 
as a shameful weakness in a man, even f hough wrung from 
him by the hiss of the dearest objects of his affection. 
Furthermore, Mohammed was endowed with a more vivid 
imagination than his compatriots, and a profoundly pious 
mind, before dreams of earthly ambition arose to sully the 
original purity of his heart, religion was his all-in-all—rt &h- 
sorbed bis every thought and mental faculty. It was pre¬ 
eminently in this respect tliat he stood apart from his 
compatriots. 

It is with races as with individuals; some are censtitu* 
tiomdly religious, others the reverse. For some men 
religion is the basis of their lives: so needful is it. for then) 
Hint when their reason revolts against the creed into which 
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thev ate' horn, they will devise some phHnSOphif' system 
unit'll tiioi*" irrational And mysterious than that creed itself. 
Whole nations have similarly lived fur and iqr n. [igiuii T and 
have found in it their -mlv hope arid voniolaticra, Hut the 
Arabs ate not imturaliy religious, and there is in this respect 
a vast difference between them and the other races who 
have embraced islainism. Nor is this strange hi its vcty 
essence religion has a firmer hold upon the imagination 
than upon the intellect, and, os we lutve teen, in the Arab 
the by no fllCttHS dcrtfiimte3+ ^1 ttke the BpuiWin 

Lo-dftV Although mmimdly Moslems, they pny 
little heed to the precept* of Islam: instead of praying five 
times a day? as tlidr religion enjoins, they never pray at all.* 
Burekhardt, a traveller who knew them well, lias testified 
that they are the most tolerant people in Asia: mid Llieir 
tolerance is of long standing, for ft race so jealouv oi liberty 
is little given-to condone tyranny even m mailers of faith, 
MarUmtf King of Yemen in the fourth century. used to 
sav, *’ 1 rule over persons, not over opinions, i require uiv 
, subjects to submit to iny authority: but their doctnnes 
leave to the judgment of God their Creator. IheEniperor 
Frederick ll could have said no more. Sueh tderaiicv, 
however, verges upon indifference and sceptici^ MnrthajL 
son and succor first embraced Judaism, then CUnsti. mt), 
and ended by drifting dubiously these 

In Mohammed , time (Urn religions shared A«*g“ 
Judaism, Christianity, and a vague iorm of ^ 

The Jewish tribes alone, pvrlmps. were smeendv m , c ,^ v 
to Ihdr faith, and wore alone mtda** “ ^ev 
historv of Arabia persecutions are rare, ant . 

occur it is usually the Jews who are to blame, t hn . 
could ctfmt but b u adepts,for most of 

the faith had hut a very superficial kiio vkf gt ol it U' ^ 
Thedyhaiif *AB svaredy exaggemted wheu 
of tribe 1 in which that religion 

root. The TaghUb are not Christians, all t jv C,- 
borrowed from Uiat Church is the pracLicc of wme-bih ;mg. 

‘ l'^iniur, -ail- to.li.Hr th- Ik*-** 

Moiwtwn, t* aut,'inh»A**t* «•&. ; : 
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Christianity, in fact, involved ton - many tniraclcfi and 
tuysUatte to commend itself to so sceptical ufd derisive 
a nice, Certain bishops vbo* about the yt.tr 5lit, tried to 
convert Muudliir III. King of Him, 1 were mode to realise 
this, After the king hat) listened to them attentively, one 
of his officers whispered » word in his ear. Immediately 
Muudliir assumed tut aspect of the deepest sorrow, it or] 
ivheu tilt- prelates respectfully asked Iiiui the cansqtof his 
grief he replied. ■* Alas! I have heard melancholy tidings, 
Michael the Archangel is cltadf” "Nay. Prince, thou 
must Lie mistaken; angels are immortal 1" ** Immortal I 

t ried the King: "mid yc have been trying to convince me 
r.iiut llimsdfdied 1“ * 

The idol liters, who formed the majority of the nation, 
recognised deities peculiar to ctieh trilie, nod almost tu each 
himilv, hut admitted the existence of a supreme tied, 
Allah, lit fore whom the other gods were mediators. These 
pagans hiul a certain rcsnect for (.heir soothsayers and their 
idols, but they would slay the former if their prediction*, 
failed, mid would cheat their idols bv sacrificing a gazelle 
when tliev hud promised a sheep, or all use them,, when thfey 
did not gratify their hopes or desires. 

When i mru'ul-Kms 1 act out to Like vengeance on the 
Item Asad for their murder of his father, he netted at the 
temple iif the idol Dhu-'IKhalasa to consult the oracle by 
menus* of three arrows typifying respectively "Proceed,' 
"Abandon.” "1 Way.” Having drawn forth "Abandon " 

he once more made’triifl Thrice did “Abandon*' appear. 
Then, breaking the arrows, and hurling the fragments at the 
idol. ImriMi l-Knis cried. " V\ retch ! Had it been thy father 
who was murdered, thou wouidst not have forbidden me to 
avenge him !" Whatever religion the .Arab professed, it 
usually occupied « place of little importance in his lire, 
absorbed ivi he was in worldly interests, in fighting, g;pniding. 
love, and wine, "Let us enjoy the present day,' sang the 
poets, "for soon death will overtake us; ”* and this, indeed, 
was the Itedawy's motto. The same men .who waxed en¬ 
thusiastic over a gallant deed nr a lieanliiiil poem remained. 
;■ rule, odd and indifferent when religion w»s touched 

Sumt the -itoef Hebron ; touiiikit aJMJUl a.i*- iftfi try Axub tribes 

(frit ttftlif Mn'jiIEiVjI rIffl-ifr, 

JLii fhfmof ihvjttittJmi w» i!#ii finnttitf hy Itfahiimni mlt " Win* am] jfimlil in# 
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upon; to i\ the poets, faith fill interpreters i>f the national 
Jntbncuts. .scarcely ever allude. Lurten to the words of 
Tnriifn: 1 

" III til** lUL.mif.i: it tljfjr uuml'ip; 1 will t'*nJ ihf ft Iinmunng 

vrLilt Mint. It' llltm Ili'li’ uirr-ndv lirnttk rln~piy, it niilttm mail ttllll 1 -tit 

§ 1 1 ;ilE dunk Mj l^f^-s-rm|jatTit^j^ iirt nohk* Vimtln wbw forr* 

) iUu ^p, [1|. stir Eaeli it V riling ft »i ll K itv iMZi rl A^tirni HI « rohr 

ttd . tunic uf Mfimia wraimf«r ( HerwhuifiU '• *T*f 

htek: vidraDt Tr-proof ttmirmia hnnd* f<mdh twr c-luuniiL - My life it 
«nrw1<ml t.> wine -uul |>lr*aiir»; T 1*vc totri ill wr * **'* 

' 11 j.i. 1111 1 1 e t■ 1 tlirwenVih I jfffHH'U. m- w^SI «* niT pti'hiarruv, Bui Inwi, 
Ccn«or, wim tiloimM mr fur rsnn ^l wul lin- frwf, i.ttLsl .limi n»k« 

mr imni-ifUl ? If m thv irbul.™ Haiti outfl n*l *«i*d of the fetal lwrt»t 
Buffer sin- tu lavish all in rnjoj-mi nt (>1*4-1- Dnitli li*»h Hie HI lo. cliJtd). 

TV man of p-u^n ‘rapf ,lw «(«»* “*&\ lw llVrU r ‘' 

hmh repimur rh.-n liiuu ami i ir* dni, weuhnlJ m# wlncli «f i» »*»* 

U w iitfc iiiiifcP i I bv biuntnc thir^ 

A few fecta, however, have come to light which show 
that the md specially the settled tribes, were not 

' altogether maccewdble to religiousenthusiasm. to 5 «&***• 
twenty thousand Christians in the town of - ejr.m, laung 
;<J choose between death and Judaism, preferred to pcrtdi in 
ihclUtiues rusher than abjure their Shit)».* But zeal was 1 lc 
exception: complete indifference, if not latortOtitBSSi was 

' ' It is evident, therefore, Hurt iiidcdaringhin^lf a propte t 
Mohammed undertook a tusk of twofold difficulty. We 
con Id not confine himself Lo « mere demonstrati on <*m 
truth of the doctrines which tic preached It * 

fur him to overcome tlie mental torpur of ns e o ." . * ^ 

men—to awaken the religions sentiment m ■ (t _ , .. 
persuade them that religion was not a nuilier ° 4 , ’ 

it thing which might be ignored. In a ie 

tnouliU' U* metamorphose, a sensual and sj VoiiiWLill would 
a gat ion of scoffers* An enterprise w ’ l'.i, of Ins 

have Inomd' a man less convim^i of the trutl < 

misdrm. Mohammed reaped on all 

and insults. His fellow-townsmen in ,Juu ' 'l pui(«n 
him or flouted him, Some thought him » v°* ■JSJ.J 
a Jam/ other,, a *>ut leaver 'a .nr^eian or a m|«hnm ; 
' ‘Here couieth the son of -AiKlalkli with Ins news Bom 

faiit ,1m *]-*AW ; Jtot. t, AA .m b JhW¥ 1*4 «u AJM*ta|P» 

s A t., 43a tlii» «nh*r prr^ntiun ^ Jw ^taWinlmarul (rf JUijOlid* 
:ftT»*|£,ii Eli aid uf the lurmirf: lilt* "** , ???„.• ’ 
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heaven ! " they would eiy when they saw him approaching. 
Some proposed, with apparent benevolence, to provide 

E hysicians at their own expense, who should' try to mire 
im* Olliers threw filth at him. He would find the path 
before his dwelling strewn with thorns. lie was assailed on 
all sides ivitli such epithets as “ knave ' and “cheat" lie 
had mef with no lietter fortune elsewhere. At TfTif he had 
evfaujnded his doctrines b, I he assembled chiefs. There 
also lie had been derided- 1 “ Could nul God find r a (letter 
apostle limn thee t " asked one. “ I will hold no discussion 
witli thee," said another; “if thou art a prophet, thou art 
a luring too exalted for me to bandy words with; and if 
thou art an impostor, thou deservest not to be addressed ’ 
With despairing heart Mohammed left t he assembly, followed 
by the hoots and insults of the populace as they pursued 
him and pelted him with stones. 

Iji this manner more than ten wars passed, The sect 
remained small in number, and everything^ pointed to the 
speedy disappearance of the new religion, leaving no trace 
behind, whew Mohammed found unhoped-for champions in 
the A us and the Khazraj, two tribes which towards ,the 
end of the fifth century had wrested Medina from tile 
dominion of the .Jews. The people of Mecca and of 
Medina hated one another because they sprang from 
antagonistic stocks. \rahi:i contained two such races— 
the Veitiunites and Uie Ma*oddites. The Medinese belonged 
to the former, and were not only detested but despised by 
the Meccans, In the eyes of an Arab, who considered the 
pastoral life and commerce to be the only occupations 
worthy of free men, Lhe cultivation <>f the sqj] was a 
derogatory calling. Now, the Medinese were agriculturist*, 
ami the Meccans. traders. Moreover, a large number of 
dews still tired ill Medina, and imiuy families offtbe A us 
and Khar raj fmd adopted the religion which tile former 
masters of the city, although reduced to the -gratte of 
dependents, still preserved. Consequently, although the 
majority of both these tribes seem to have been idolaters 
like the Meccans, the hitter looked upon the whole popu* 
Jutinn as Jewish, mid disdained tiiem accor ding ly Mo- 
hammed, for his part, shared the prejudices of his fellow- 
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townsmen adjust Yemenites mid husbandmen. It is 
rtUtfd of him, that hearing some one recite this verse; 

■■ i am a II imyarite; 1 my ancestors sprang neither from 
Jtnhi a nor from Minfer! he cried, “So much the worse 
tor thee! Thine origin cut-, i thee ofT from God and from 
Ihs prophet J l! is also said that on observing a plough- 
shaft- in the house of a Meduuse. he remarked to the owner, < 
‘‘ Whenever stidi a thing enters n house, shame enters with 
It,’’ Nevertheless, despairing of winning over Lo bis doctrines 
the merchants and nomads of ins own race, and believing 
his life in danger after the death of his unde and protector, 
Abii Ti'dih, Mohammed was constrained to lay aside his 
prejudices, and accept help from whatever side it corae. 
He therefore joyfully received the overtures of the Arabs 
of \Jediim, to whom the annoyance and persecution lie had 
endured at the hands of the Meccans formed Ids highest 
rcoommendiituitr and the Irest title to their hospitality. 
The ** great ^ oath of al-'Akaba " permanently united the 
fortunes of *the Medinesc and Mohammed/ Snapping a 
ixind which the Arabs respected more than any other, lie 
nWidoficd ids tribe. sett ted in Medina with Ids Meccan 
disciples, who were henceforth known as the Eefugrtr* 
unleashed against his fellow-tribesmen the Medinesc poets 
with their mordant wit, and proclaimed a Holy War. 
Animated by burning seal, ami despising dentil because 
sure of Paradise if they fell at the hands of the idolaters, the 
Ausand k liiusraj, henceforth classed together as the lltlparsf 
performed prodigies of valour. The strife between them 
and the pagans of Mecca lasted for eight years. During 
this period the terror spread fur mid wide by the Moslems** 
anus induced many tribes to adopt the new failli t but of 
'•pontniietns, sincere, and lasting conversions then* were hut 
few. At lost the capture of Mecca put the seal upon 
Mohtuito^dV power. The day had come on which Lhe 
Medinesc had vowed to make the haughty traders pay 
dearly for t heir insufferable disdain. “ To-day is the day 
of slaughter V cried the chief of the KJi«xny, “ the day 
when none will he spared ! “ But the hopes of the Medinesc 

Hie lliro|Nntfi wem a jmsttfOT brniifh n| l In? kn . Ar&hii* 

Ffi/ilii jui 4 MniUr «M*fr elT'arciMltiiila tif iiiftHatffe. "lufl?* ill* 

NorLtjiim Vrmha daiftMTkl j|i’*rent front JiknwL 

1 Ott fcliL, M*Vvdtr pilfltim* fmui ^ iithrMj {Mtfifitw] inaJr tifttl', E ^ lil 

t*M of tbi hill oPAkrin, lo irimtA th* au* t»ltb tlrr 
1 "MoMMa* 
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were dashed: Mohammed deprived their chief of his 
einiJlnnJid, and ordered his generals to use 'the greatest 
moderation. The Meccans silently witnessed the destruc- 
tjnu of the idols in their temple—'which was literally u 
l 1 ninth cun, containing three hundred and sixty iJivjuilws 1 
worshipped by os many tribes—an*d with rage in their 
flirts th*u acknowledged Mol arointtl to In- the Messenger 
ot Cod. inwardly vowing to avenge themselves .<,mie dnv 
l>oth on the Mcdijicse Wrs and oil the lews, who hud hail 
the impudence to vanquish them. 

After the capture ©1 Mecca, the remaining pagan 
triii‘"s soon Jnuiiil turthiT resistance useless, and the threat 
of a war of extermination induced them' to emhraee 
Ulamism—which was preached t© them hv Mol iarmn .-rls 
generals, with the Karan in one hand and a sword in-the 
other. 

somewhat remarkable instance of eotTVersion was that 
of the lhakif, a tribe who lived in Ttfif, mid who had 
t firmer I y jilted the Prophet from their coasts *wtth stones. 
A reputation from ibis tribe declared that thev were ready 
to become Moslems on condition that they might keep £hefr 
idol. al-I.jit,* tor three years, mid tliat they should not be 
required to pray. “Three years of idolatnv1 replied 
Mohammed : that is too long! Moreover, what is religion 
without praver I J hereupon the deputies lowered their 
iJeijiiUuls h urid ni last, after much the two t.'untrict 

IJ5 i vs agreed to the foil ©wing conditions; that the 
i.iki! should not puv the tithe, should not be required to 
e l*' ir * Holy \\ nr, should not prostrate tiiensselvrs 

l . M for a y***' "f" 1 at tin- end of 




i*] THE BENI THAKiP 19 

;md Merciful Ihxl 1 kb hereby agreed Ik- tween M< .hammed, 
tiie Messenger of God, *iui the Tludsif, that Utc latter shall 
not lx- obliged to pay tithes, nor to take part ill a Holy War, 
imr —fjut. as lit* uttered the sc word*, sliaruc and remorse 
Loused Mohammed to break oil' "Nor to prostrate them¬ 
selves at prayer," prompted one of the deputies Them ns 
Mohammed still kept -deuce, tJie Tlmkitite, addressing the 
•Bbbc. added# “ W rite that down 5 it hath inxrii agreed 
ii|K)n." Xhfi scribe looked at the Prophet mid awaited his 
commands. But the fiery 'Onmr, 1 who had been a mute 
spectator of this scene* so wounding to Lim honour of the 
Prophet, sprung up. mid drawing his sword cried, ** Thou 
host defiled the Prophet's heart I Muy God iLIJ thine with 
tire!" “Uur words arenot addressed to thee.'* remarked 
the J'lmkifite deputy iUmpturbiUy; *■ we we (lidding con¬ 
verse with Moltainmcd." " Nay," said the Prophet at last. 

"I will make Up such covenant, Ye must either embrace 
" [.slain ism unconditionally, and ob«n’e all its precept*, with¬ 
out cxccptidh, or—prepare for war I' " Permit us, at least, 

to keep I,it for six months, pleaded the disappointed 
Tlufkftttea. if Nav!*’ " For but 11 single month, then." 

" Not for an hour !" 

So the deputies returned to their clan, accompanied by 
Moslem soldiers, who destroyed Lit amidst the lamentations 
and despairing tears of the women, This strange conver¬ 
sion turned out to be Lbe must lusting of all When in 
later years Arabia as a whole abjured Ulamism, tlte Thokif- 
ites remained faithful. The sincerity of other conversions 
may l ienee be estimated. 

Apostasy began before the death of Mohammed. 
Several provinces could not even wait for tJmi event 1 a 
ruimmr oJl Mohammed's failing health sufficed to kindle u 
revolt in Nejd. in Yeniamn, and in Yemen, Each Of these 
three itro_v] rices had a self sly led pruphet of its own* mi 
imitator nml rival of Mohammed, who learned upon hU 

1 tlip wsmuI Klulif! Ill* wnre*#ii»n •wnn* w fun# t»#u 'Ui* m 1 * 1 * 
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deathbed that in Yemen the lender of the insurrection, id- 
As wad, the “Veiled Prophet ‘—u chieftain who possessed 
vast wealth in addition Lo seductive eloquence—had ex¬ 
pelled the: .Moslem officers, and taken N ej rin, San‘a, and 
finally the whole pro* nice. The uisi edifice was. indeed, 
already tottering when Mu hummed breathed his last la.d. 
filial. Hi- death was the signal for aformidable and almost 
universal insurrection. Everywhere the insurgent got the 
upper bund; every dav there arrived at Medina Moslem 
officials, Refugees and Mclj>er>, who had Wen expelled 
from their districts by I lit rebels, mid the neighbouring 
tribes made ready to Jay siege to Medina. 

But the Khalif, A bn llakr, worthy to he tile successor of 
Mohammed, and full of confidence in the destiny of 1 shun ism, 
did not hesitate for an instant in the midst of these great 
perils. He was without im army. Fai thf ul to Mofiailmied's 
oehest. he had sent it into Syria, despite the protects of the 
Moslems, who, foreseeing the dangers which threatened, had 
besought him to postpone the expedition. " T will not re¬ 
vokenil order given by the Prophet,” he had said ; “ Though 
Medina were exposed to an invasion by wild-leasts, these 
troops must do wlmt Mohammed willed.” If lie had con¬ 
sented to bargain with them, the KJirdif by ^certain con 
cessiOffil might have purchased the neutrality, or even the 
alliance, of many tribes in Nejd, for their deputies Find in¬ 
formed Fiim that if he would exempt them from paying 
tithes, they would continue to olfer the orthodox praveiv 
The principal Moslems were of opinion tliflt the deputies 
should not be rebuffed. Abu itahr alone scouted Llic idea 
of bargaining* as unworthy of the holy cause which was 
theirs to defend. ♦* The law of Lhinmm, ’ lie said, “ is one 
and indivisible i tin distinction can be admitted lolwi'Mi its 
precepts " *■ Ile bus more faith than all of us put together, ' 
observed 'Umar bluntly. The remark was just: tUre iav 
the secret of the tirst Khalifa greatness and ~ strength. 
According to the testimony of Mohammed himself, all his 
disciples had shown momentary hesitation l^fore ne- 
kji tow [edging hit mission, except Abb llakr. Without 
being endowed with exceptional originality, without living 
a very great man. Abu Hakr was best fitted to he master of 
the situation: he possessed that which hat! formerly given 

1 KuW nf MnKflmmcN «ifr Av«*w. " Mkr j* th« limit furm, hut BttXr. 
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the victory 'to Mohammed luraself. Wtd which his enemies 
lacked—n sTeadfkst faith, 

There was hut little concert in the attack of the insur¬ 
gents : t hey were already at discord among themselves, and 
were murdering one another. AbO thikr. who had armed 
every man Able to take the field, seized the opportunif v of 
crushing the neighbouring elans. Later* when the loyal 
tribes "I'llie Hijfiiz' had furnished their contingent* of men 
and horses. and the main army had returned from the north, 
bringing with them no little booty as the result of their 
foray, lie boldly assumed the of Pensive* dividing life army 
into many divisions, which, although at the outset severally 
consisting of ‘hut n handful of men, grew as they mat ched, 
by tin- accession of crowds of Arabs Whom the fear, or hope, 
of nil luge attracted to the Moslem standards 

In Nejd, K lid lid, ~ bloodthirsty and bold, attacked the 
hordes of Toletha, and the latter, who was previously " wort h 
' a thousand men to au armv," on this occasion—forgetting 
lus duty ns a warrior and only mind ful uf his role os prophet 
'—wrapped in his cloak awaited impiratfcm from heaven, at 
smrite distance from the battlefield. For a long time he 
waited in vain, but when his men begun to waver, the in¬ 
spiration came. “Follow me if ye can! he cried to bis 
comrades, and vaulting on his horse he tied at top speed. 
That day the v ictors made no prisoners, - Slay the apos¬ 
tates pitilessly, by the sword, by tire, by every kind ui 
torture t” Such were the instructions which A b£t Hokr had 
given to Klidiil. _ . , 

Preceded by the lame of his victories and his cruelties, 
Khalii] inarched against Muscitimii, the prophet of ^ eftuuna. 
who hud just defeated two Moslem armies in succession. 
The conflict was terrible. At first the rebels gained the 
upper hand, and penetrated as fur as Kliidid s tent. I he 
general ^Ju* we ver. succeeded in driving them back to the 
plain which lay between the two camps. After several 
Flours of stubborn resistance the insurgents were worsted on 
all sides. “To the garden! To the garden A 11 ' 

cry, as they retreated to a spacious orchard, surroun ded by 
■ a thick walli Mil provided wit h massive gate*. Drunk with 
slaughter, the Moslems pursued them. With unexampled 
boldness two of them clambered astride the rampart and It! 
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themselves drop within tin* enclosure in order (0 open Lhe 
ixatts. One of them, riddled with wound's iftstanlly fell 
dji ad : the? other, more fortunate. snatched the hey and hurled 
it over the wall in his comrades, The gak-s flew open and 
Ihe Wwdlwits entered in it torrent, A horrible massacre eu- 
sis-i'd in tins are!in. whence escape was impossible. Within 
** 1 he Ormlen of Death " the? rebels, to the number of ten 
thousand, were slniu to the last man, , 

\\ hi1st the fierce Khatid was thus quenching the hernr- 
rcetioT) in Central Arabia with rivers of blood. I he other 
generate were doing like deeds in llic southern provinces, 
In Mai 1 rein the camp of the Ik*krites wav surprised during 
an oray, and they were put to Lhc sword. A few, however, 
who found lime for escape, readied the sea- toast nod sought 
safety ill the island of Darin, 1 But the Musulrmnis were 
soon upon their track. 1 and slew them all. The like 
eanmgc took place in 'Oman, in Matin, ii> Yemen, and in 
I lu<l rn maiit. Here, the remnant of the forces of ah As wad, 
alter Icuing in vain implored, the -Moslem'rjeiitiral for 
fju.j. It 1 , litre exterminated : there- Lhe conn minder of rf 
foitress timid only obtain as the price of yjnvndcr’the 
promise of rm amnesty for ten persons—all the rest of 
1 he garrison being decapitated ; in yd anotheg district an 
entire caravan nude was tor a long lime rendered pestiferous 

>y f?x halations from the innumerable decay mg Ijoriics'of the 
rebels. 

11 the Arab' were not altogether convinced by these 
to 1 re 11 1* of blond that the relinion nreaehrd hv 
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the faith '. ere almost equally rare. By the most horrible 
and atrocious menus the outward conversion of the 
Jledawiii had been effected; that was* much; it was in- 
deed nil that could fairly l>e looked for OH the part of 
these unfortunate peoplt-, who had witnessed the death of 
their fathers, brothers, tuui children beneath the sword of 
KhsUid itr the other pious executioner* who were his 
rivals, ^ 

For a long time the Ttedawin, neutral)sing by ;; 
resistance the efforts inade by walotti Moslems to instruct 
them, neither lean it the principles of the thill i nor had the 
least desire to learn them. During the Khalifa te of ’Omar l, 
mi old -Arab made mi agreement with a young mail to lend 
him Uts wife every other night, the young man in return 
undertaking to tend the other's Hock, This singular com¬ 
pact having reached, the cars of the Khalif. he '.mummied 
l he two men to liis presence imii asked them whether they 
, did not know that Tslnmism forbade a husband to make 
MiL-h !i bargain. They declared that they knew of no such 
daw. Another man had wedded two sisters. " Is it possible, 
demanded the Kh«lif.° tlmL you were unaware that such an 
act is not pernrittod by our religion ?" " ^ ea, repUtd tin. 

man. J ' I knew nothing of Mk s*»rt; mid 1 confess that I 
sec nothing blameworthy in the tits you censure. ' “ Never- 

the It"".. Lite taw is quite explicit on the point: mstnnllv 
repudiate one of Uiese sisters, or you lose your head. 

" Dust thou speak seriously ^ " \ cry seriously ' ^ '* 
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the Compassionate and Merciful God.” It is possible, but 
by no i licit ns certain, tlmt there would have I; ecu greater 
zenl for the faith, generally, if tile means adopted for t-i Feel¬ 
ing conversion Imd lieen leas detestable. It has always been 
extremely difficult to overcome the Beditwin's lukewarmness 
hi mutters of religion. In our own days, the Wahhabis/ 
that grim and puritanical >.ect which seeks to wipe out the 
luxury ami superstitious ritual with which in the cjmirse of 
time Islariiism became tainted—the sect which takes for its 
motto " The Koran ami nothing hut the Koran," just as 
[.other look for his. “The Bible uiid nothing hut the Bible*' 
—the \\ ii I ill ii his have endeavoured, but in vain, to wean 
thr Itedawin from their religious indifference* They have 
seldom resorted to force, and they have found devoted 
adherent*. among the settled Arabians, but not among the 
liedawm, who have preserved the true Arab el invar ter 'mi* 
alloyed. Although they sympathised wi^li the political 
views of the innovators, although the tribes immediately 
under the control of the Wahhabis were obliged to observe 
their religious duties with greater strictness, and id though, 
some of them, to serve their own interests, assumed'an 
appearance of real, and even of tana deism—still, these 
Bcdawtn did not become truly religious. As soon as tlic 
'» "hlmb* power Imd been broken up by Mohammed -All 
they lost no time in dropping a ceremonial which mortally 
weaned them. “ To-day, ‘ wrote Sir fl. F. Burton, “there 
is little or no religion to be met with in the desert: no one 
troubles himself about the laws of the Ko ran.” 

'Hie Arabs, therefore, although they accepted the revolu¬ 
tion as an accomplished fret which it was impossible to undo, 
d«d not tor give those who Imd brought it about, and would 
not submit to the hierarchical sway which resulted from it 
Hieir opposition, at length,took another form: a conflict 
conce rning principles became a personal struggle. 

In a certain sense, the noble (amities—using that ienn to 
mujHi l those which for Severn] generations hnd supplied chiefs 

!‘ r l , ^ * ,>st r, °dimg through the revolution. 1 1 is true 
Unit Mo.mi iimcd wavered in his opinions with regard to the 
nobdity. Sometimes lie preached absolute equality, some 
tunes lie recognised a ruling class. He bail cried, “No more 

ppJhV *, 11 ** ilfJn * " ul g&Oty «f trr.iirn.Mu 
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pagan arrogance! No moic pride* of birth ! All men nto 
Adam's chPIdrcn, nnd Adam whs made of the dust of the 
tart It: the worthiest man m l.od's eyes, is lie who fears Him 
most!" And again. " All men art* equal, as are the teeth 
of a Comb; bodily strength alone makes some sopetiw to 
others.'’ Hut be had a] m> declared, ■* Let those who sreti 
orililes under paganism remain nobles under blaituntt , pro¬ 
vided liuit they pay homage to the True Wisdom”—Unit is 
to say. provided they become Modems, Mohammed had 
been, indeed, at times desirous «f abolishing the Arab 
aristocracy; but either he was unable, ur did not dure, to 
carry out his wish. The nobility therefore Still existed; 
they maintained their privileges and noted as tribal chieftains : 
for' Mohammed, far from indulging in the vain dream of 
welding the Arabs into u nuliun, bad maintained the tribal 
organization {winch lu: even declared to he of Divine 
■mginV and enqji of these petty societies continued to live 
only for itself, was engrossed in it a own i:oiu‘criis. and took 
no interest in matters that did not directly affect it, In war 
they formed so many different bands, each with its standard, 
borne by the^sheik or a warrior appointed hy him. m the 
towns each Lribc hnd its own quarter, its own caravanserai, 
and even its own cemetery. Strictly speaking, the right «1 
appointing chiefs lay with the Khalit, but we must dis- 
ting nisi 1 Between this theoretical right and actual iisiige. 
Original! v the Kbalif could only confer Use chieftainship ut 
» tribe on one of its mcmhei*. for the Arabs would ©i*y 
si stranger very reluctantly—or not at slL lolutmmcil 
and Abh H«kr, accordingly."'almost always conformed to This 
practice, and delegated their nulhoritv to men whose per¬ 
sonal inlUience was already acknowledged; wLn c un <r 
‘Dinar it appears that the Arabs claimed a* a nght the 
appointment of none but their fellow-tribesmen os c 1 s. 
UsWv. however, the tribes elected their own sheik*, and 
the KhStfs were content with confimnng their Hmikc, tins 
custom was indeed observed by the W ahhabi lender . 1 . the 
nineteenth century. The old nobility, therefore, bad l main¬ 
tained Its position: but a more mJluentinl class hail lm-n 
created. Mohammed, as weU as his two immediate . 
isswrs, hod conferred the most important offices—such its tht 

rHUfir^/tiioe^etlMinr 1 hr *t*wbri*h«lJi* 
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command of armies anti thegovernment of pm voices —upon 
veteran Moslems, both Refugees and Helpers, tHc hud i>iil 
U tile choice in the matter; lor these were a linos L the. mil v 
ere Islamites, and the only men upon whom the Govern* 
Hietjl—at once temporal :UiJ spiritual—could tv.lv. U'hdt 
confidence, could he placed hi tribal chiefs, never* orUiodo.s 
aiid aometimes atheistic, such a* l Jyeina. chid of the 
he/aru. who said. ** If them were a God, ] should ^swear in 
His name that I believed not in Him.” 

Ike preference accorded to the Refugees and Helpers 
wits, therefore, natural and legitimate enough; Init it was 
noiie the lens galling to the pride of the sheiks to see town- 
fcolkt liiiUi!i]uJiiki-n v siihJ cithtir tiwiciit itiira phiGL h tl over t heir 
I ii:<itls, 1 heir tribesmen, who always identified the honour 
oi their chiefs with their own, were equally indignant ; they 
impatiently awaited » favourable opportunity tu culorct' by 
arms their leaders’ did ms and to uinkc.Lm end of the 
iiumtics who had slain their kinsfolk. Similar sentiments . -f - 
envy and implacable hatred miimutcd the aristocracy of 
Mecca, at the head of whom were the Oinavyads. In iheis 
pride and arrogance, they Imd seen with ilUfiw mbled wrath 
th:. original Modems alone summoned In the Council of the 
iv hal if. Abu Hakr. it is true, had been inclined to let them 
shun, m iu deliberations, but ’Dinar had strongly opposed 
L | ' phm, and lus advice had prevailed. We shall see that 
Liu* Arab aristocracy at first tried to recover influence with¬ 
out having recourse to violence, but it might easily have 
foresaw* ihtxlf if thev tailed in their attempt, they woukl 
luid engcr allies against the Refugees and Helpers in the 
sliL-ik^ of the iSediiwin tribes 
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CHAPTER HI 

IUSK t >y THK OMMAYADS 


rnH E Khdif i OiDJir, mortally wounded l»> the da gg er of 
X a Christian artisan, 1 had, when ::l. (he r "f deadly 
named as electors of his successor the -six senior Companions 
i>f ^ I u hammed; Dimmest these the must conspicuous were 
‘AH, 'Olhm&tt. Ztibaif, and Tallin When Omar laid 
breathed his last, the six electors sat in conclave for two 
days, without arriving at any result, each member being 
ejigrtMsed in emphasizing ids own pmliiiculions and disparag¬ 
ing I Itosc of his colleagues. On the thin! day it was agreed 
tluSl the Humiliation of the Khalif should test wills one of 
the electors, who had renounced his own claims/ To the 
great disappointment of ‘AJi, Zulutir, and TstlJm, lie named 
’‘OthiiiiLiu the Ominnyad (a.ij, 64-1). 

Tlie choice wits scarcely justified by ‘Oth in An's person¬ 
ality. He was, it is true, both wealthy and liberal, and had 
ntmic pecuniary sacrifices ou behalf ol Mohennifd and his 
follower!;; but* when it in added that lie was diligent in 
pmyer and fasting, and Dial be was the personification of 
good-nature uu<l diffidence, nlnkost nil his merits have been 
enumerated. His intellect, never very powerful, had been 
enfeebled by the approach (if old age—lie had readied three¬ 
score veans and ten—and. so great was his timidity. I hid 
when'll mounted the minlmr for the Scab time, courage 
and woms alike failed him, ,L -V ft nit attempt is a vcf y 
difficult thing, ’ lie muttered with a sigh, a* he descended 
from the pul piU Unfortunately for himself, this kindly 
old Hum Imd an excessive partiality for his Family—and 
his family belonged to that Meccan aristocracy who for 
twenty years had insulted, persecuted and opposed 

3 On* J-’f-TfUf. .>1 A I'll l-lllis * unite* nf Kill*. Muir, -HUM* \ftb AhWj 
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Mohammed.* The K hntifwns in complete subjection to them, 
i I is uncle Ikikimi, and to n stilt great er degree >terwfoi,son 
of I he latter, soon became dt\ facto rulers. leaving to ‘Oi hman 
little else than the Litlc of Klmlif, and the resuonsihility for 
all compromising measures, of which. notwithstanding, he 
was usually kept in ignorance. The orthodoxy of these two 
men. especially that <jf ! he father, was by no means above 
suspicion. Tlitkntn w;ls only converted upon th* day of 
the capture of Mecca—anil litter, having betrayed certain 
secrets confided to him by Mohammed, the Prophet hud 
laid his mine upon him and sent him into exile. Abii Bakr 
and 'Dinar inui continued this sentence. ■< IthraSn, on the 
other hand, recalled the banished reprobate, (tod presented 
him with n hundred thousand pieces of silver, in addition 
to certain buids which were not his to give, but were The 
property of the State \ furthermore the Khalil appointed 
Merwdri his secretary and Vizier, gave him one of his 
daughters in marriage, and enriched him from the spoils of 
Africa. Hager to improve the opportunity, other (Jinny- 
jiids. able and am bilious young men, the sons withal of* 
Mohammed's most implacable enemies, seemed the rtfost 
lucrative pasts, and this to the great delight of the vulgar, 
who were* only toogjnd to exchange elderly devotees, harsh 
and austere, for jovial and witty nobles, but much to the 
chagrin of devout Moslems, who conceived a profound 
aversion to the new provincial governors. Who was there 
that did not shudder at the recollection that Abu Sufy&n— 
father of that Mu'uwiyn whom ‘Othnmn had appointed 
(tovemor of nil Syria—laid l>ccu in cn nmm ind of the armv 
w hich defeated Mohammed at Oliod, and of that which 
besieged him in Medina Lender of the Meccans, he did 
not; yield uutil he saw that his cause was lost, mu L Hud ten, 
thousand Moslems were ready to overwhelm hint and jiis 
;id her cuts; even then, when called upon hv Mqhafnmed 
Ui acknowledge him as the Messenger of God, be replied. 
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■■ Pardon nW candour—but I still feel some doubt upon 
thai iKjiiit,"' " Hear witness to the Prophet, or your head 
fnih:‘ was tlie replv. Cont inued by ibis final argument, AM 
Siifvhn tieeaiae u Moslem ; but so short was bis memory , 
that a moment Inter lie bid forgotten his conversion. 

\\\ i0i ngiiin. was there wlm did not remember limit 
MuiiwiytvV mother—the atrocious woman who lujd made 
necklaces and bracelets of the ears and noses of l lie Modems 
dim 1 at Ohod—the woman who had ripped open the body 
..>■ thA Pmnhrfs untie, and tearing thence the liver 



such a mother, “son 01 iuc l.«™ « y , r 

Wis it possible that Mtfftmjw could be n true Moslem! 
HU enemies boldly declared that he was not 

The case of the Governor of Egypt* ‘Othrmms fbs|er- 
brofber/ was still worse. II is courage was J ml i spot able, 
for he liad defeated the Greek Governor ot Nunilfo. and 
Imd gained a brilliant victory over the Greek flee . tb™gh 

hp i#jok flii/bt mid fell but'k into ululfltrji . 

On the dnv of the capture of Mecca, Mohajutncd gore 

«k£th!£ he y dlld be Lin. upon «. '***"** 3 , 

behind the hangings which covered the h “ * ‘ ^ 

1 an: placed himself under the protection ot t thm.oi, 1 
hd lim to the l’rophct and bought 
hanuned for a while iwnwned silent , at la 
•I plrdon him-; but when <>^J ***»*his 

protLd, the Prophet, casting nn BPgjy X 
guards, tvied, ** W hy arc ye so slow « . , " ^ that 

kept silence that one of you might leap . f otie Uf the 
Sl'>d the man was now governor of one 01 

fairest provinces of tlw Eiftputf- , Governor of 

Wild, half* brother of the Mudf was /hut 

K fiia 1 Ho aoppoaal the revolt in Aacrlnuj.n uhen tin.. 

* t*. iw 

certain trllw* J&3LI3 Afrirj r1rt trf ijuur 1 t? & fS ^ lf - 

DUtiipiruuiiM btlMTyi iiuctp St » m 

tmmihA, B. 3 S 4 , ltl , , 

* (\\ Mall* It ll^fci ^ M AW him : * 1* "f** 

* .*W«a wL to tf ijfljTH luid * 

■iclliiel tbau h-r wkn ^ ■ 

lutlhrn* lt> tiim?' 

* S*"il bwia 
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province tried to regain its iinkpcndeix c: Ki?* t^tops, tit co¬ 
operation with those of Mu'Awiyn, captured Cyprus, and his 
prudent rule was praised throughout the province. A ever 
theless, Wolid’s lather, ’Dkbu, had spat in the Prophets 
face, mid itt another time Inn! nearly strangled him ; later, 
upon being mode prisoner by Moli&nuued and condemned 
to death, when 'IJklin cried dirspuiritiylv, " Who will care 
for my children when 1 am goner’ the Prophet* replied, 
" The tine of Ildl * " The sou, who came to he known u( 
as *■ tin* Child of licit, seemed to Have taken some pins to 
justify the prediction. Once, altera carousal whit’ll, under 
the incentive s of wine and the (’harms of Ixnmtiful .singing* 
girls, had been prolonged till dawn, \Valid heard the 
muezzin proclaiming the hour of the morning prayer from 
a minaret. With a bruin still healed by the fumes of tripe, 
and clad only in hi* tunic, he proceeded to the mosque and 
there recited, with less titidmnqy than might Inive been 
expected. the customary prayer, which, indeed, occupies 
hut three nr four minutes. This ended, he turned to the 
congregation, find cried, probably to prove that he was per-' 
feetty sober, *■ rihuil 1 recite yet another l n ; k By Allah/ 1 
cried « pious Modem in Lite first rank behind him. ** 1 wilt 
hirry for no other from such u man as tliouj t should 
never hare Mieved tliat such a governor could have been 
scut to ns from Medina," Mild forthwith he began to tear up 
the pavement oi the mosque. His example was followed 
by apiulJy /calous byst finders, and W olid, to escape stoning, 
fled in haste. He re entered bis palace, reeling, and shout¬ 
ing a verse from a pagan poet: "Where wine and .song 
abound, there you will find me! Mine is no heart of flint, 
insensible to goad cheer 1” The famous [met al-Htitsv*a> 
seems to have looked upon the adventure as mi inspiring 
one. " On the Onv of Judgment," he sings, ‘ahHutwhi 
will certify Lhai t\ atid in no wav deserves the^jUIociliy 
heaped on him. What whs his fail l L when all is related * 
W lieu the prayer was ended lie but cried. ‘Arc ye minded 
to hear it again He was merry with witie, and perchance 
knew not very well what lie said. It was providential, 
W .-did, that someone cheeked you, else perm! venture voli 
would Inure con tinned in prayer until doomsday t n It 
niust, however, I** admit ted that aJ-Hutay'a, though a iioet 
of the highest rank, was a reprobate who by turns embraced 

flSKCi" !, V J Wr: ' tmn,ow nf JuTW ^ **» Au*. Mm C. iurV tA*rat*r* 




u] PLOT AGAINST OTHMAN 3 1 

tml abjured lilamism, There were, mortrovrt. at KMa il 
fpersons.' perhaps in lire pay uf the holy iMD of Medinu. 
who were by no nouns of lm wind 1 ™ of these 
themselves to the Capital and denounced « «b*L M hrvt 
C Zd to 1 receive their Mttau; «"* 
inUTvcued, and. to the great regret of die A«d» uf Kntj^ 

\Valid was deprived of hi- governorship. Hut the aged 
Kliidif tfas reproached by the orthodox party not only for 
hi' choice of governors. lie was further taxed with having 

KSS m2 F--* ft* 

n*vivisi ■! tmiran custom abolished by JUohnnunea, win 
nurnosinp to 'lake up bis residence in Mecca, and— most 

oftk..« rf * 11 —with '“»w «“*{ ,*_gS 

E^^^ss^a&ggS 

. MUtU evcKd»a h»e»te; J) ^ onc .«* KluJif 
» dc •l««dto b<- Hk , bwBt Determined to 
•»™B wlcreil nil “* "2L airnin. •OUtmanS Kinnor 
Wn ™ bi. th...ks to their total! 

appropriated fnneb nnwrev bv the million- 

weallliv tin* thev reckoned IbfflW ™ ■; * (lrtU . r vtir 

scattered their gold ^ p ar ,i a |] v M.ee^fid : 

up re vi >1 ts, they were. hw ** A bulk of Ore people re- 
■i lie risings took fda*** ’ ... u w reiving on Lire 
nUed faithful to the WJU“ggf^ into 
temper of the Mcdinese. he c P j^ uW ; n „f ^gntstic 
the 1 Capital a few ^^l^wSfulwayH £Sy *> 
stature and swartbv conip L - fn iert periled avengers «»i 
commit murder untreated the KbnMm the 

uulragc^reli-iom «acr u ^ . |n ^ Ut . c which w» 

sftSS 3? 

McnvAn’s roujmniid. was not InlfiMed. 

abdicate voluntarily, but this -l ^lih Inc. or 

! i ng that no one would ^J^tanec, tire K hslif dis- 
perhaps reckoning «n V- 11 2!L tnaunires therehhccniire 

SS* **•* ** 
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into [.In: put lice from ft neighbouring Konst;: usslssinattd the 
venerable octogenarian as be was piously Vailing the 
Koran ; 1 and, in all. pm< wl to pillage Lhc public 

treasury. Merwatt anti Uie other Oumyyods hot! time Lo 
cseaj»e (\a>. The Medinese, or '* Defenders" — for 

this name passed From the Companion-, of Mohammed to 
their descendants—lutd stood aloof, and the house from 
which the assassins had entered the palace actually'uelongvd 
to the Hem Harm, n Family of Defenders, who later on 
became conspicuous for their hatred of the Omayyads. This 
untimely neutrality, only too closely resembling complicity, 
was made n subject of stern reproach by their poet I lossfin 
ibn Tidbit.* who had been n devoted adherent of *Othmfiii, 
ami who had good grounds for fearing that the Omavvuds 
would revenge themselves upon his fellow-tribcsmenV for 
their kinsman's death. *' When the venerable old man. he 
said, “saw death staring him in the fare, lire Defenders did 
not lift a baud to save him, .Vlas l soon will your walls ring 
with the cry: 1 Cod is great f Vengeance/vengeance for 
•Othmati T ,T 

'Ali, 1 raised toUie Khalifate by the Defenders, dismissed 
all ■Othniiin’s governors and replaced them by Moslems 
of the old school, for the most part also Defenders. The 
orthodox party were victorious: they proceeded to re-estab¬ 
lish themselves in power, to crush the tritual nobility aiul 
the (tmayyads—those converts of yesterday who aimed at. 
taring the poiiLiiFs and doctors of the morrow. Their 
triumph was of short duration. Dissension', broke out even 
in the Council-duimber. Koch of the triumvirs, in hiring 
the murderers of Othmim, had felt the Khali fate within 
his grasp. IhiJflvd in their hopes, Tallin and Xuhair, com¬ 
pelled ill the point of the sword to swear allegiance to 
tlicir fortunate rival, quitted Medina to join the ambitious 
and treacherous A yesha. The Prophet's widow Imdibrnicrly 
conspired against -CHlmum. but she now incited the populace 
to avenge him and to revolt against Ali, whom she hated 
with all the bitterness of wounded pride: had lie not. 


*« Hi iri, winrh refers 

Ut* fade oMUiod, II,r wnrii. r MV linn [MJt will to Ihnm. ' Vorilr 

Iho M*roni» lurr mu* teal :upi>i(i you; Ihcref.ii^ far tlum! it „„| r 

**** th * r ‘*' VOur ,,,ffldfnf 7 i« In uud mJbqi ih* 

’ Formerly wort I—L U & Ir.^llonth, (!«»>, 

frr < 3 . 5 1 . 

1 Son of Ai»i Tllib. ajiiI fiunlbiuid. of FhIiom, tj,e I'rnpbri’a dnnghtiu. 
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during her j|itw1 Mind's lifetime, muse dared to a&persc her 

virtue f l . , . , , 

Xo foresight could anticipnt;- the h~iic of fhc struggle 

Avediu. wns entering upon. The forces of the confederates 
were as yet hut few in number: 'Ali could rcoMU beneath 
bis tanner none hut Oth min's assassins and the I Menders. 

]1 Wits for the lull ion at large to decide between the rivals. 
8ut it remained neutral. At the tidm#p of the murder 
of the good old man » cry of indignation had rung through 
all the provinces of the widespread Empire, bm if the 

campiicrty of Zutair «ml Tulh. Ind ta» k*> t™,™. 

they niight perlu>ps,us opponents of 'All have enhsted t e 
sympathy of .the masses. But their participation in the 
rrime wis patent to :dl. »Must we show tliw thcn. 
cried the Arabs to Tallin. m the ^ios.jueatBa.^th, 
letter in which thou iiwitedst US to pae against Othnuin 
SzubBir was,reminded that he had uttttd the men of 
Khfa to rebel There was indeed a ^ 

found who would draw the sword on behalf ol ^ther oi 

these hypocrites, who were equally he d in con vn t, 
Meanwhile, it was d«U«d durable 
os possible, the organization established rrordinelv 

as the Governors whom he had awomted. 
when the oSr upon whom ‘Ah had ^ h 

ment of Kftfa approached ins dtsimation, h > 

the Araba of tlmt town, who hhiMly . Imn tW thg 
demanded the punishment of '(Hhnnm 1 * ^ 

they Intended t«. keep then* ' ’ kl m » j ie did not 

as for himself, they would cleave hta the com* 

tartly tun, tag TW ; !»r»f 

mud in Syria was stopped at t e tr n . lenders 
horsemrai. ■ 'Wherefore , Ilill>vnlMI jave'Otlimta 

<“'?*=■ .“TobcthyEmr. I t|) itepL " 

proffered advice, friends and useful 

At -Ali foujMl opp^u^ t „ his 

servantsin the Arabs , , ^r t sinisimz to uke up 

cause, not without difficulty, the capital »f the 

his abode in their city •** tluw rend^it^ L *g 
Empire, With their aid paving mtonou* 

1 ^^^n^vlBWkPP* 38 "^ c 
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known us the '* Hattie of the Camel, 1 he rid liftiiscK of his 
rivals. Talhi was mortally won ruled ; Zubair 1 was fisSMSi- 
Dated us he tied; Ayesha besought, and obtained pardon. 
The glory of the victory rests with the Defenders, who 
formed the huger part of the cavalry. 

Henceforth "Ali was master of Arabia, *lnik, and Egypt 
in the sense Hint bis authority was not il:igrmitly disputed 
in Lhose provinces; nevertheless, his rule was ? endured 
frigidly, and even with manifest aversion. The Arab? of 
‘Irak, whose cooperation was of Uie greatest importance, 
never failed to find an excuse for not taking the field at his 
orders: in the winter it was too cold, and in the summer it 
was too hot. 1 * 

Syria, however, alone persistently refused to recognise 
‘Ali.* Mu'fLwiyu could not have submitted, even hud lie 
wished it, without tarnishing his honour. Even in our own 
days the Egyptian fellah, degenerate and oppressed as he is, 
will avenge a relative’s murder, though ne knows that 
vengeance will cost him his life. Could Mu'uwiyo then 
leave unpunished the assassin ut.ioL) of a kinsman ; 1 Could 
lit submit to a man who counted murderers among- his 
generals { Moreover, even if he- was uol stirred by the 
call of blood, he was actuated by ardent ambition. Htul 
he so desired, he might probably have saved ‘Qthman by 
marching to his aid. Hut this would have conferred no 
benefit on MtdAwiyn himself, who while 'Othman lived 
must have remained what he was—Governor of Syria. He 
acknowledged that ever since the Prophet had said to him, 
■* If thou obtaiuest the sovereignty, uctpiit thyself welt," his 
mind had been set upon no other object, he had aimed at 
no other goal, save the Khali fate. 

And now circumstances were wholly in bis favour; he 
Imped Tor all, lit- was ready to dare all. His ambition was 
about tu bt- realized 1 He would east aside every restraint 
and every scruple I His cause was just, and he could rely 
upon tlie Arabs of Syria; they were his, laxly and souk 
Cultured, amiable, generous, with a profound knowledge 
of the human heart, dement or severe as circumstances 
demanded, Mu'awiya had discovered how to gain their 
respect and. affect ion by his personal qualities. Between 

1 lUalM EUnm* * PI, TM\\t4 from Ajre*hnV ram*J t which wa* 4 

Illhm^MOEt 

1 J .41 ■ p n* th prvrnAan ; r*r ■■ P .1 a nt*rkli-u^n r =, i b uij4 i . 1%7. C(. AW * t 

ft. BpL 

1 Rotund 6uu«j£i ; *raf p- ^ 
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them arid linmsdf, moreover, community of views, scuta* 
m citLs ( and interests formed nil additional bond For tbe 
Syrians. Iskmusm whs but a dend-lctter, m vague and con¬ 
fined fomiuIn to which they did not even try to attach n 
meaning; the duties and ceremonies prescribed by that 
religion ww irksome to them; they telt an inveterate 
hatred against the upstart nobles who luid no other tit le 
U, rule Lheoj than that of having twen Companions of 
Mohammed, and they regretted the bygone sway of the 
tribal chiefs. At u word they would have marched straight 
uprm the two Holy Cities to pillage and burn them and 
to massacre their inhabitants. The son of Abfl Sufyau jhu] 
Hind shared i heir desires, their fears their resentments, and 
their hopes. Sucli were- the true causes >-f the sympathy 
which subsisted between Ur- prince mid Ins subjects, and 
which was later exhibited in no iiKVeting manner when 
Mu s\\viy:< p alter a topg imd gldrimis reign, r ^ LU ' 1 , . 
lust breath ntul was iccordfid his lust honours J he JL.mir 
t*> whom Mu'awivii had entrusted t ht Government until 
Turf'd, the heir to the throne, should arrive at Damascus, 
oriefed that the coffin should he home by the kinsmen of 
the illustrious dead; but mi the day of the obsequies, *.1 the 
procession started, Ute Syrians ened to the Emir: \\ hils t 

the Khaiif lived we took part in all Jus expeditions: \m joys 
mid sorrows were ours. Permit us, therefore. *>-< ii\ a ^ 
play our part ” Their request having been granted. they 
prised for ward with such eagerness to touch, i 1 
Cut witli the tips of their fingers, the bier onwW h y the 
remains of their beloved prince, tliat the pall was torn to 

I1E *TT was evident to 'Mu from the 

was, told that every day a hundred 2bt 

mourn hi the Mosque Wore ‘Othmmi s 
having made a solemn oath to uvuige ■ ' ‘ _ *j 

had elapsed since Urn minder A& ' “ " , 

‘Day of the Cam<d,” for the last ttme 

to muke submission. 1 hereujxm I | i ' j'JijJ^aeilt* 1 
Uie Arabs assembled in the few JWJJ 
brought their advice. He was listi-ned to 
respectful silence, and when he had made au ei , 
tmbTcs, acting m spokesman for the rest replied with pro- 


4ft 


. „ . , .(nbiOfiV kith Jill wiffl XHlla, »rh« 

UffetLrr ’wilh tbir «v*r**l "ft* 1 *. 
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fmmd defcreucc: “Prince, it is for thee toA: ouhbc 1 mid 
command, find for us to Hearken ami to do?" Prueiamution 
nos forthwith made (lint every mini aide to bear arms must 
betake himself without delay to the banner of his elan, imd 
that whosoever should he found absent from his post after 
three days would be condemned to death* Not n man was 
missing at the appointed time. The enthusiasm was as 
smeere as il was universal: it was for a truly' national 
imn^' tiial they were a hour to fight. Syria alone furnished 
Mu'Awiya with more soldiers than u 11 the other provinces 
together supplied to *Ali, The latter sorrowfully compared 
the zealous devotion of the Syrians with the lukewarmness 
of his Arabs of ‘Jritk, •* Willingly would 1'exchange ten 
of you for one of Mu'awiyas soldiers," he said: » % Allah, 
the Son of the Ltverteatcr will triumph 1" ' , 

1L scerrnd probable that tin.- ( ptarrd would he fought 
out on liie plains of Si if in, near the right honk of the 
Euphrates- Howeirer, after th& two opposifijLj jinnies IijmJ 
conic within touch ol one another, sevcml weeks were spent 
in ineffective negotiations and in sanguinary but indecisive 
skirmishes, Roili dries avoided u general engagement. * At 
length, however, when all attempts at conciliation had 
tailed, iltt? battle was joined. The veteran Companions of 
Mohammed fought with the fanatical fury of the days when 
they com [ltd Jed the licduwin to dioose 'between Islam ism 
and death. In their eves the Arabs of Syria were virtu¬ 
ally pagans. -My oatli. my oath l " cried Amnw, then 
more t urn ninety years old. ■ Naught is mom meritorious 
in (tods sight than to do hnttle with theseInfidels 1 If I 
am slam by their spear*. I am u martyr for the true faith 1 
callow me. Corn [ram oils of the Prophet! The twites of 
lleavcii open for us, the Hour is await our coming i" 
fhrowmg hifiLseir into the thickest of the fray, he foiuzht 
hkc h ban, till, riddled with wounds, he fell* djyut. For 
Jmr own part, the Arabs of ‘Irak, seeing that their honour 

”5J? SSp 11 ??£ f more , Ijrnvel - V ihalt might have been 

anti spa ted, and Ah s cavalry executed so vigorous a charge 
tlrnUhe byrnins fdl back. Paring that the battle was lost. 
Mu uw.ya had aJn*dy put his foot in the stirrup with u view 
to mkrn.i: flight, when>r. von of ah-As. came up to him. 
Ms cncfJ ■« pnnee. -thou art ever boasting of tl,y 

” "" *««• «4 

l ami*l\y Un-ffju.r of Kill*, anil >■■■• of tijp twttflit* uf '< >iI, 
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of escape A'bm tlfe disaster which SSi^uIT**^ 
rcJtiEiiiJx.TCAt that I 


rmf t in ov^onut^ difficulties* hast thou found 

Jitter which threatens us J Thou 
promised thee the Government of 
I proved v.ctonous. Cmmsd me. then, what to 
Amr, who had maintained communications with 
•Ah ^ army, thereupon advised Mmtlwivji to order all those 
of hts soldiers who possessed copies of the Koran to fasten 
them to the points of then- him* s, " Then/' he continued. 
- decJarL- that you W the issue to be decided by the 
Hook ascii. I will lake upon myself full responsibility for 
tins advice: I know it to lie sound/ Amr> in f«L i„ 
anticipation of eventual detent, had previously urraDtn.tJ this 
tnu P u 'dh several of the enemy's leaders, amonirst 

Wfaom tlie chief W« A death. the greatest traitor living. 
A sit 1 nth, indeed (who when he was yet a pagan and idieik 
ot the Betti Kinds, hud boldly assumed the title of Kin#), 
htuj but little reason to be wdl-disposed to IsUmisnt or Its 
' founder, for when he abjured Islam ism under Abu Bakr he 
hud seen the whole of Lhc garrison of ItU fortress of Nojair 
decapitated by the Moslems, Mir&wiya followed 'Amra 
ad rice, and guve orders that the Koran s should be oflixcd 
to the Spears. The saertd book was run among this army 
thousand incti: waroely five hundmi copies wbm 
forthcoming, but these sufficed in the ryes of Aslrnl.h ;md 
his friends, who crowded around the* Khallf, mid cried: 

" We liow to tile decision of Gods Itook; we tall for an 
armistice i * 

. “ It is t> fusel' 1 said *AU, trembling with rage: "an 

infamous trick. Those Smarts scarce know what the Koran 
ia: their every action violates its precepts !" '* Hut since 

wt arc lighting for God’s Itook. how can we refuse its 
arbitrament ? ” ** Nay. we are fighting U> constrain these 

tncn to submit to Gods laws: they have rebelled against 
the Almighty; they have rejected his sacred Hook, 'Think 
that Alu'iiwiyrt, or ‘Amr, or the Child of Hell and the 
lew care aught for religion or the Koran ? I know them 
better than yes 1, have known them as children, and t have 
know n them as men; and. men or children, they hare ever 
hc'.fi workers of iniquity/' ** Nevertheless." was the reply. 

” they appeal to God's Ifoak, ami thou appealed, to the 
sword." 

*■ Alas, too well I see that ye are determined to abandon 
me, Deport then: join yourselves to the remnants of the 
confederacy made of yore a gainst our Prophet? Depart. 
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Htid ally yourselves with these mui, who <ry f . 'God and 
his prophet 1 —all n cheat and a Her!" “ Recall Ashlar from 
the lidil,” they cried— he was in command of the cnvaby— 
“or t.licr fate of * ( ftimiun awaits thee.' 

Knowing that, they would not hesitate to carry out their 
threat if necessary, *A|i yielded. He sent the* order for 
retreat to the victorious general then closely pursuing the 
enemy, Ashtar refused to obey. The tumult Imrst forth 
afresh, ‘A li repeated lib orders, " Cat! the Khalif know* 
that the victory k ours f ” cried the gallant Ashtar. " Must 
1 turri back at the very moment when the enemy is on Lin.* 
point of utter de feat 1 " “ U'hat boots your victory,” replied 
otic of Hi,: messengers, an Arab of i ruk, * if meanwhile 
‘Ali is murdered i" WHii a heavy heart, the tienertd 
ordered the retreat to be sounded. That day the eretwlule 
King of the Kin da tasted tlie sweets of revenge ; he it was 
who initiated the ruin of those pious Moslems who had 
stripped him of lib kingship and had slain his fd low-tribes-' 
men at Nojnir. *AB sent him to Mu'&wiva to impure in 
what way he proposed to decide flic dispute by the Koran. 
‘“Ali and 1," replied Miriwiya, "will each ' appoint an 
umpire- These two umpires will then decide, in accord- 
with the Koran, which of us twain haljj the I w ter 
right to the Kbilifatc; For iny port, I select Wmr, son of 
al-'As” 

Whai Ash*ath reported this reply to A If, the latter 
wished to nominate his cousin ‘Abdallah, son of ‘Abbas. 
This, however* was. held to foe irnidmiysible: so near n kins- 
tiuui could not he impartial. \\ lion li next proposed his 
brave gcneraJ Ashtar, the cry was raised : “ Who is it that 
lins vet the world on lire, if it is not Ashtar?” “ We will 
have no one else ns arbitrator except A ini Mika*" said the 
treacherous Asli.ith. “ But that man owetli mo a grudge " 
cnerl -All, - ever since I deprived him of the governorship 
of hula: he hath played me false, he hath hindered the 
Arabs of Irak Ire in following mt . to the field; how can 1 
entrust my interests to liimr “We .will accept none 
anii the reiily waji toltowcd hy a renewal of fierce 
. mats. At last ’A li, as the price of ponce, gave his 
l wciyc thousand soldiers immediately deserted his banner, 
after havuig called upon him in vain to annul the covenant 
winch he had just made, and which they regarded aft 
sacnJcgKinv, inasmuch as the settlement of the quarrel rested 
With God alone, and not with men. There was at least one 
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traitor strung them, if, as alleged, Ash’ath was of their 
number; but they were foi Lhe most part pious Renders of 
the Koran, honest men. strongly attached to their religion, 
highly orthodox—-tut whal they held Lo be orthodoxy was 
not that of ‘Ali am I the Medinese nobility. For a long 
time, indignant nt the depravity and hypocrisy of the Com¬ 
panions ot Molraiumcd—who used their religion to further 
tiu- end* of their worldly Ambition—these “Nonconfor¬ 
mists" hud determined to cut themselves adrift from the 
ofliHul Church at the earliest opportunity.' Republicans 
and democrats to a man. in religion its well as in politics- 
austere moralists withal, seeing that they ranked grave silts 
with infidelity—they present many points. f>f resemblance 
with those adherents of Cromwell, the English Indepen¬ 
dent of the seventeenth century. 

Some chroniclers hold that the arbitrator nominated 
by *Ali was outwitted by his colleague; others, that he 
betrayed his master. At. any rate the war broke out afresh, 
■Ali encountered disgrace after disgrace, defeat after defeat. 
'His victorious rival bereft him successively of Egypt 
Ari'bia. Master of Medina, Hie Syrian general, ascending the 
throne, exclaimed: “Aus and Khaxraj! U hat hath be¬ 
come of the, venerable old man who used to be seated here ? 
liv heaven 1 if it were not that l feared the wrath «f 
Mu'awivu, my master, not one of von should be spared! 
Vet take the oath of allegiance to Mu'iVwiy*. without reser¬ 
vation and ye shall be pardoned," The majority of the 
Defenders were absent, m ‘All's army, but the oath was 


wrung from the rest. 4 , .. 

Not long afterwards - Ali felt victim to the vengeance of 
i young Khareiite maiden, whose father and brother be had 
caused to he beheaded, 1 and who as the pnee of her hand m 
riiftiriagt to her cousifi ■ had d^TniiJidcdi of him th# lLR * ° 

the Kh’iilif (a,i>. 061 ). ... . 

■All's soil, Hasan* inherited his claims lo the hhatifale. 
He was ill suited to be lender of a party : mdolciit and 
sensual, he preferred an easy, uneventful life of opulenc*, 
to glory, power, and the cares of a throne. 1 he true hca 
if the partv was henceforth the Defender hms, sou «*< i*» «• 
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a man of gigantic stature und athletic framed a splendid 
type of physical force, and distinguished by ills bravery in 
twenty bull It*,- His piety was exemplary: if need were lie 
ffOUJd perform bis religions duties at the peril of his life. 
One day when he was engaged in prayer, he viw a large 
serpent coiled upon the >pnt where tic was about to lay hi-, 
forehead. 'i'<x> scrupulous to interrupt his prayer, he con- 
tinned it. and placed bis head calmly by the sitte of the 
reptile. The serpent coiled itself around his neck, without 
doing him any barm. Not until be had tinished his devo¬ 
tions did lie seize the creature and throw it. to a distance. 
This pious Moslem Jintcd .Mu'Awiya, not only because lie 
regarded luiu as the enemy <>f his fello w* tri besmetl in 
general and of bis family in parlivitlnr, lmt also because he 
deemed him nn infidel K«is would, indeed, never admit 
that Mu*ftwiyu was an Islamite. To such a pitch did the 
mutual lustre d of these two men attain, th:t( while Kais was 
Governor of Egypt, under 'All they euiered into corre¬ 
spondence solely for the pleasure of loading each other with 
insults. One would begin bis letter with 14 .lew, sou of a 
.few 1" and tile other would retaliate with ;• Pagan, "son 
of a pagan I Thou adoptedst Islamist)i grudgingly, under 
compulsion, but thou hast rejected it with right goodwill. 

I hy both, if thou hast anv, ts of yesterday, but thy hypo¬ 
crisy k inveterate,” From the first. Hasans pacific aims 
were hut ill-concealed- "Stretch forth thy hand," said Kais 
to him i “ J will swear allegiance to thee when thou hast 
first made on ill to obey fold's Hook a.s well as the laws 
ordained by the Prophet. and to draw the sword upon 
our fix's. **J swear, replied Mason, “to submit to the 
Eternal, ami to obey God's Hook, and ihe laws of the 
Prophet; hut thou shall engage on thy part»to fiear 
obedience to me ; to tight against those to whom I declare 
war, and to sheathe tlie sword when 1 tnafce peace.”' Kais 
took the oath, but the hludjf s words, hud produced m ill 
effect 44 lie is not the man we need.” folk murmured; 
“he will never make war,' 1 For the Defenders, all would 
be lost if Mu'iiwiyi got the upper hand, Tbrir fears were 
speedily realized. For several months Hasan, although he 
had no inconsiderable forces at his disposal, remained in- 
active at Mednin t 1 lie hiul probably entered into negotia¬ 
tions with M u'nwiya. At lost he sent Kais against the 
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Syrian frontier, but with too small n force, ami the brave 
Defender was overwhelmed hv superior numbers. The 
fugitives on reaching Medal n in j.u'eat confusion maltreated 
Hasan, who. if lie bad not actually betrayed them to the 
enemy. hud laid himself open to grave suspicion, Hasan 
thereupon, oft the condition of resigning all claim to the 
Khalilate, concluded peace with Mutwiyn. The latter 
guaranteed him it magnificent pension, and promised an 
amnesty to his followers,. 

Knis, however, dill hurl under his comt»iand fit e thousand 
men. all of whom after ‘All's death had shaved their heads 
iu token of mourning, With this little army be was desirous 
of carrying orf the war. hut heing by no means sure that h» 
htitdier>- shored liis owu glowing ardour, he addressed them 
ihu5: *• If it is your desire, we will continue to right, and w :ll 
die to the last man rather limn surrender; but if yedeit to 
sue for terms, so lie it Make your choice t " The soldier* 


Kois, accompanied by bis ehitf feUw4ribfsmen, aewri* 
Ingtv si.ught the presence of Mu'&wiya. mtd pardon tor 
hiuTsctf and bis men, and reminded him <if the words of the 
Prophet. who upon his deathbed had commended the De¬ 
fenders to tbc other Moslems, saying:** Honour ami ratperL 
those who gave shelter to the Prophet m hh flight. anti iirtui) 

established Uic toimdnLions of his cause. , 

In eon elusion, K&U gave Mirawiya to under*.and that 
the Defenders would cheerfully place their services nt Ins 
disposal : ibr, in spite or their devoutness, and tbeirjrep^ 
tianco to serving an unbeliever, they could not ^comlc 
themselves to the toff of important and lwrfrtjjgj 
MiVnwiya replied to this effect? **I no ' , v j, jlv .^ 

what title ve have to mv clemency. l|y ' . 

bct-ii luv implacable foes. It was yc who. at the |^te H 

Smin,*camenear to overwhelming me when >'<*'? 
spears wrought havoc amongst my ft*®* Die sat 

pacts have stung rue to the quick. And now that God ^ 
established that Which yc sought to ovwU)JJ>w. w 1 co 
tne and <ay, * Pay heed to die 1 rophet $W(W ■ ■ . 

between us is scarcely conceivable- H , ( Jur *j|j e 

Kais, with wounded pride, changed lus - ^ 

t<> thy clemency.’ said he, ■consists in _ . b ^ - s 

Moslems: that alone suffice* in the sl K^ p W nhcL 

true that the men who are m Imp* 
have other claims which weigh w :th thee. 
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tbcm. I t is true dint ivu havebeen thine cnemie* in the field ■ 
nit nftd it been thy desire, thou rouldst have prevented the 
Wnr. i hir poets ulay Imre provoked tlit-e with their satires ■ 
f ™ f “ r ,1S \ h ^ 'hey will lie fa,gotten. but. the 

triitl is that they contain will abide. Thy power is established; 
*’ ith f< ^ rct wt? udmit 1 he fact. In the battle of SifJlii, whm 
a)me f neir Lo overthrowing thee, wc fond it umK-r the 
tauineni or n nun who believed that he was ruJJiJltfty Cml's 

2,, ,f s f ‘.;' V le Prtl P hc ^’ s vxhortntiou. every true believer 
wi Hollow h : hut since thou declare* tlmt there is to««n- 
DiitHuhty between us Uod alone pan henceforth preserve 

sUntfr'"^7'ri 1 'i2 ]h l '* w r y * 1 ** ” 1 * c? K olltf I and that In- 
Stan \. rriai the IvJiaKf, indignant at inch aftdndty. 

I he Defenders had succumbed. Power naturally rc- 

tu^ed t„ the tribal chieft-lhe old nobility. Nevertheless 

thc Z liad N*dto enjoy to 
.efuU an ull-tm bracing revenge. Mu*/iwiy£in his model** 

rf^‘ w V? ,l ° pCf ? 1Ut t ia: but well knew that the 

ST*hS? u,e , J co ?* ct ,MttU l,k “ rortl1 •»« 

“V 'S r‘‘ w V uM ,1C “ stru Kd lc to the death: 

1 ° ^ I^fender^ they gnawed Lheir hearts in ai'u/ei 

and v exalt an. While Mu'iiwivii lived, the power of the 

i T ^blished that it w!v useless for 

gj-teoWla^rt, but Mu-awij-a „ Ilot immortal and 

teSS W,y *° ‘ i<S P“ r - m JMM* prepared fin . 

*£& , 55“* uf enforced inaction, tbc task of the 
wamon devolved upon the poeLs on both skies; bloodthirsty 
entires gave vent to their mutual hatred. They attacked 
one another without respite: there were daily broils and 
ceaseless bickerings. While the Syrians and the Otmvvad 

Wcn,rr. Pl rt rtU | n l'? ° f ,h “ w '"ff ll ' cir l>»trerl and iam 

bftbeir ow™ '": " CTW *“«• W thorn l„ck 
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M U'AWIVA, shortly before his death, counselled hts 
sun Yasdd to keep n writchfUl eye on Husain, *Alis 
second son, 1 find on the Refugee 'A IxjaJUh, sou of that Xiihair 
who hml disputed the throne with the Prophets son-in-law. 
These two Iticli were dangerous. They both resided ail 
Medina, and on Husains informing ‘A lain lluh that he had 
good reason to believe that the K lid if was dead,‘Abdullah 
sounded him as. to his intentions, j ‘ Never will I neknow- 
’ ledge Yadd as inv sovereign. ' exclaimed IhiMiin; "he is 
a wine-bihber. and a p tot ligate, and has an infatuation for 
-the chase." 'Abdallah made no reply, hut Husain’s opinion 
was Ids own-_ 

Yazid I possessed neither his father's moderation nor 
his refinement of manner*, nor did he share his love of ease 
mid comfort* lie wasafaitliful image of his mother, M uysOn, 
it mettlesome Bedawv Indy, wim, as she herself I mil declared 
in spirited verse, preferred ! he whistling of the bree*e in lire 
Desert to the strains of the most talented musicians, and n 
crust of bread eaten in the shadow "f ;t tent to nil the 
dainties set Ixifore her in the gorgeous halls of Damascus. 
Trained under his mother in the desert of the Beni Kalb, 
Yazid brought to the throne the qualities expected in a 
young tribal chief rather than in ti monarch and hierarch, 
lie despised ceremony and etiquette: uffablr to all, 1 jovial, 
gehcrmis, eloquent, no mean poet. :i lover of the chase, the 
Sauce, wine and song-—his sympat by with the irigid and 
iiiistcrt: religion at the head of which chance had set him, 
and against whici} Ills grand father had unsuccessfully fought, 
was lukewarm indeed. The devout ness—often insincere, 
and the rectitude—often feigned, of the veterans of I slam ism. 


1 TI* Kin, lliww , *n# I Hriirwr.’ KM d-*J, Uflw Mu* P«k-UbJ tr 

p U * „£ !iU Tike- Th* SliUiti* Win** tUmt ibe JhmI HU by iU 

t\, ihwrb I'taji rf ttmiiu mn4 Hi**’*, lij" *■? L. Fv-Uy ' *ntkiu»:i-« I* Ikr A >, 

' ^Nililnm um<|Diun iibi rpyalii eaiu* «p(w1ifit. «wl 

mnniiSjui civillUT tuiV * MV 


mm 





44 SPANISH ISLAM ri * 


were abhorrent to his trunk nature; be did not, attempt lo 
conceal bis preference for the days which the theologians 
e:iLlixl "The Ignorance ’; 1 be indulged, without scruple, 
in pli-nsiirc'i forbidden by the Koran; he yielded to every 
caprice of his whimsical and volatile disposition ; and he 
^Lotxl upon ceremony with no man. He was detested at 
Medina; but in Syria he was adored*' 

As usual, the old Moslem party had a superabundance 
of officers and no trtxips. Husain, who after he liatl eluded 
the vigilance of the too credulous Governor of Medina, 
bud sought refuge, together with ‘Abdallah, on the sacred 
soil of Mecca, was overjoyed to receive letters from the 
Arabs of Kufa, urging him to pliu.L: himself aL their head. 
They pledged themselves Lu recognise him as Khalif, and 
lo iudnee the whole population of "Irak to declare for lyni. 
Messengers from Kufa followed one another in (puck suc¬ 
cession ; tlie Inst brought s petition of priori ig i< >u> length, 
the appended signatures filling no fewer than a hundred and - 
fifty leaws. 1u vain did clear sighted friends implore him 
n*it to plunge rashly into so perilous an enterprise, but t or 
mistrust the promi-uN and factitious enthusiasm of a permit: 
who Iiarf deceived and betrayed Ids father. Husain, how¬ 
ever. proudly exhibiting the innumerable petitions winch 
lie bad received—amounting, so he boosted, to nearly a 
eamd-Wi —preferred to listen to the baneful promptings of 
™ imhition. He bowed to destiny, and set out for Kb in. 
to the great satisfaction or his protended friend ' Abdallah, 
who, wlule generally l«Jieved unite incajiable of opposing 
the ^ Prophet's grand son. inwardly rejoiced at seeing him 
dettberately march to his doom, mu! spontaneously offer his 
bead to the executioner. 


Religious sentiment did not enter into the devotion dis¬ 
played tu Husain s cause in 'Irak. This province was ex¬ 
ceptionally circumstanced. Muwivn, although a Meccan 
by birth, had founded a dynasty essentially Syrian. Under 
I i ts reign Sy ria lud become the preponderating province. 
Dflumcinwro henceforth the capital oft lie Empire: under 
the klmhfnte of All. Kufa had hdd the post of honour. 
U minded in their pride, the Arabs of Hrak evinced from 
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the first a curb u lent, seditious* *iUioLieal t and, in a word, 
a very Aral) spirit. The province soon became a focus Fov 
political firebrands -the haunt of brigands and assassins. 
Mu'awiyfi thereupon entrusted the Government L" Ziyad, 
his natural brother . 1 Ziy&d was not content with keeping 
hothead® in cheek : he exterminated them. Patrolling the 
eountrv with im escort of soldiers, iidflts, ami opscutionei's* 
be put down with on iron hand the slightest attempt to stir 
up political or social disorder, His stem atid even ruthless 
Administration soon established security throughout the pro- 
Vince: but it was precisely for this reason that 'Irak was 
teaiiv to welcome Husain. 

the inhiiUtantsof the province were, however, held more 
firmly in I lie dutches of terrorism than they ihemselvc* 
were aware. Ziyad was mi move, hut lie hud hi ft a sun 
worthy of him—by mime ‘Gh.iidaUah, It was to l u that 
Ziyad entrusted,the tn^k Of stifling the conspiracy at Kiifa 
when Nubian ihn Bashir, Governor +>t the town, IhiaIjuioUu 
a moderation which the Khalif deemed suspicious, Setting 
•out (torn Hasra at the head of his troops. ■Obaidalbh halted 
tt Home distance from KCifa. Then, veiling his face, he 
entered the town at nightfall accompanied by only ten m 
lus soldiers.. In order to pro lie the intentions ol the popu- 
lace, hv Ousted some of bis men to acclaim him as he pmsed 
by. us though he had been Husain. forthwith many 
eftuens of high rank offered him hospitality, the pre¬ 
tended Mu^iu declined their mvit:i!ions and swrnwMm 
by au excited crowd shouting - Lotffl ivc Husam. c 
rode straight to the citadel. Nu'uom nistun s « 
gates to lie shut, - Open! ” cried ‘Ohiudnllah. and admt 
Uie Prophet’s grandsont rt - Ueturn whence ^ 

replied Nu'mfi j “ I foresee thy fate, and l 
it said that Husain. Son of ;Ah, w» dm» “ J '!r \^ 
casilc: Satisfied by this reply. ■ObaidaUditlir^vdlhis 
veil. Recognising him. the crowd ^mediately dwpetaed. 
terror-stricken, while Minium respectfully *>«*» ' 

begged him to enter the i-itiidel. Nvs.ii.ty 111 , i je 

dared to the populace ossembtoi m the Ui0si !”^ . L j 
would be a father to the well-di-pn^l. but * 
wicked. A disturbance owticd. but it wasiiue 
forth no one dared to speak of njlieilion. UII f llT 

Tidings of these disastrous events readied the unltrr 

deulitfal, bttl ila'iuif* *tauw!*W him >■»" 
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Lunate Husain when he was not far front Kufn. . With him 
there were scarcely h hundred men, for the most part his 
men kinsfolk. Nevertheless lie continued his advance ; the 
hliml mid fatuous credulity which seems to throw n spell 
over pretenders did not fail him: he sens convincd that as 
soon ns lie appeared before the gates of Khfa the citizens 
would take up arms in his cause. Near KcrbdS he found 
himself confronted by a body of troops sent by ‘Obfcifhtlkh, 
with instructions to bring imii in. alive or dead.* Summoned 
to surrender, Husain began to parley. The commander of 
the Otuayyad troops 1 did not adhere strictly to orders, hut 
wavered. He was a KurasUite —son of one of Mohammed's 
first dfadples—and the idea of shedding the Wbod of a son 
of FAtima revolted him. He therefore applied to his chief 
for fresh instructions, and informed him of Husain's pro¬ 
posals. Upon receiving the message. ‘OWidutlnh himself 
felt momentary hesitation. Bat Shamir.- « Kilfan noble 
and general in the Omnyyad army—an Arab of the Arabs, ' 

a> was hi* grandson whom we shall meet later in Spain_ 

inspired him with fresh resolution. ** What 1" he cried.' 
“Hath fortune delivered thine enemy into thv hands, Aid 
wilt thou spare him f H is tint]linkable I lie must sur¬ 
render at discretion.'’ ‘Obaidallafi sent his officer orders to 
this elfect. Hut though Husain refused to surrender except, 
on terms, stil] no onslaught was made upon him. ‘Olmidolbiii 
thereupon sent fresh troops, under the command of Shamir, 
with these instructions: "If the Kuroshite persists in his 
inaction, cut off bis head ;md assume the command in hi* 
place. * Hut Upon Shamir's reaching the camp, the 
Kiiroslute. without further hesitation, gave the signal for 
attack. In vain did Husain cry: “If ye believe the re¬ 
ligion founded by my grandfather, how ciin ye justifv your 
conduct at the Last Day f '* In vain were Koran* fastened 
to the spears of Ins followers: Shamir gave the wonilo his 
men .they fell upon Husain, sword in hand, and dew him 1 
Almost all his companions, after ■idling their lives dearly 
were left dead upon the field (Oct. ]{», flHu> 7 

Posterity—ever prone to wax sentimental over the fate 
ot unsuccessful pretenders, and often unmindful of justice, 
national peace, and the horrors of a civil war that is not 
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checks ai Uil- outset — has regarded Husain as the victim 
of on atrocious crime* Persian fanaticism has completed 
the picture: it has delineated n saint, in the place of a mere 
adventurer hurried to destruction by strange mental aberra¬ 
tion Jtiul an almost insane ambition. 1 The great majority of 
his contemporaries viewed Husain in h very different light : 
the) looked upon him as a man forsworn* mid guilty of 
high treason, seeing that be had taken an oath of fealty to 
Yarid in Mu'Swiya's lifetime, mid could nut make good his 
right or title to the Khalifate 

Husain’s death gave on opening to another pretender 
who was more prudent mid, in his own eyes, more capable 
tl inn liLs predecessor, This was 'Abdallah, son of Znbnir, 
lie hud posed as Husain's Mend, but his true sentiments 
bra! been self-evident to Husain himself and his adherents, 
" Set your tnind at case, Ibn Zulniif 1 1 exclaimed ‘Abdallah 
ihn Abbfis* when he had bade farewell to Husain, after 
•Vainly urging him not to proceed to lvOfa; and reciting a 
popular triplet, he continued: “For thee, skylark, the 
keaveti is free 1 Lay thine eggs, warble* preen, as thy heart 
listoth ! , . . Husain departs for *lr£k, and all the Htjiut is 
thine!” Nevertheless, though Ihn Zubair had secretly 
assumed the title of Khalit us soon ns lEus-iins departure 
had left a dear stage, lie professed the deepest grief when 
the Ufa's of the tragedy' reached the holy city, and he 
1 1 Listened to deliver a pathetic panegyric of the deceased* 
■Abdullah was a horn orator: none was more eloquent, 
none possessed to the same degree the great art of conceal- 
in-; and feigning sentiments, none could more effcctiwffy 
cloak devouring greed for riches and power under the fair- 
iimutrs uf tiutv, virtue, religion- und pietj* hi$ 
was the secret of hi* influence; thus it was that he imposed 
upon the multitude. Now that Husain no longer stood w 
iiis’way. Abdallah declared him to hove been the rightful 
Khalif, vaunted Ids virtues and his piety* lavished v.ti.pera- 
tions upon the treacherous and villainous Arab* o r \ 
and concluded wifi, a peroration which Y&A might apply 
to himself if he thought tit: “Never did that saintly man 
prefer strains of music to the wading Of he Koran 
effeminate ditties to compunction caused by the fear of 
Allah-—or wine-bibbing to festmg-Or the pleasures of the 
chose to pious discourses. . . . boon will the wicked reap 
the fruits of their evil deeds. 

• S« Sir L, IVUr, -vs Hi. 
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It was of the first importance for AbdalW^ to win over 
the most influential Hcfugees to hi*, side. He feared that 
they could not l»e hoodwinked as easily as the common 
people with regard to the true motive*, of his rebeliton; and 
lie foresaw opposition, especially from ' AbdaDab, son of the 
Khulif 'Oiniir, a man wholly disinterested and sincerely 
pious, us well as singularly discerning. However, Ihn 
Zubair was nut fainthearted nor easily discouraged. The 
son of *( hjiar hud a wife whose piety was only equalled by 
her credulity- With this lady I bn Zubuir was convinced 
that he must Ixigin. He visited her, mid expatiated with 
his wonted glib ness on his /.cal for the Helpers, the Refugees, 
the Prophet, and Allah, and when he saw* that his unctuous 
phrases had wrought a deep impression, he begged her to 
persuade Jbn 'Omar to acknowledge him as KJudif. She 
promised to do her best, and that (light, when slu; served 
supper to her spouse, she spoke enthusiastically of I bn 
Zuhair, and concluded her eulogy with the words, “ In very 
truth, he seeketh after naught save the glory of the Eternal!" 
“Thou rememberest," replied her husband drily, “the 
munificent retinue which used to follow in Mu'&wiya's 
train when lie went on pilgrimage—especially the goodly 
white mules, adorned with purple housings, on which were 
seated damsels in dazzling attire, crowned with pearls and 
diamonds ; Thou const not have forgotten them' Well, 
those mules arc what thy saintly friend seeketh after!" 
So vfiyiug, he resumed his supper and would listen no longer 
to his simple-minded wife. 1 

[bn Zuhair hsd now been for a year in revolt against 
Yssud, and yet the latter took no heed of him. This in¬ 
difference seemed strange in a ruler who could not boast of 
patience and meekness as prominent among his virtues. 
But, in the first place, Yszid did not consider ‘Abdallah 
very dangerous, since, more prudent thin Husain, he liad 
not quitted MciJCl; and. further, he had no wish, except in 
ease of absolute necessity, to slain with blood n region 
which, even in pagan times, enjoyed the privilege of afford¬ 
ing inviolable sanctuary to man and beast. Such an act of 
sacrilege, he was well aware, would fill up the measure of 
his iniquity in the eyes of the devout. 

But at last his patience was exhausted. He summoned 
‘Abdallah, for the last time, to acknowledge him, lbn 
Zubuir refused. The K ha lift in a rage, thereupon made a 
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vow that t.lJo rebel slum Id nut Uke the* oath of allegiance 
save at the foot of the throne, with chains upon his neck 
and wrists. Hut when the tirst access of In# anger hud 
pu&cti, Yay.id with habitual good-nature regretted his vow. 
As hr could tiflrt break it, lie dt-vised a means of keeping it, 
without wounding'Abdallah > pride. He resolved to send 
him a silver chain, and with it a splendid mantle, which 
would eowcul the costly tetters from view. 

The Khalif appointed ten persons to convey these 
siiigular gilts to I bn Zubair. At the head of the mission 
was Uie Helper Xu*tnfin, son of Ikdiir, the usual interme¬ 
diary between the ultra-orthodox party and the Omayyads; 
lirs less conciliatory colleagues; « ere chiefs of various Syrian 
tritkis. ['he dopuLiitioii arrived nl Mecca. ‘AIxluilah, as 
might have been expected, declined to accept the Khali f-. 
gifts; hut Xii'iiiati. far from being discouraged by this 
refusal, tried to bring him to reason by judicious persuasion. 
•The frequent interviews between the two-—which after 
all proved fruitless—were confidential, and aroused the 
suspicions of one of the other deputies, Ibti tdiiah, chief of 
the As Ironies, the most numerous and powerful trilie at 
Tiberias/ 11 After till, this Niman is a Helper," he said to 
hintsclf: “ and one who is a traitor to his party and to his 
tribe is quite capable of betraying the Khalil'” One day. 
meeting ‘Abdallah, he accosted him: ”Ibn Zubair." ne 
said,“ Liiii swear to you. that Elm Bad dr has received no 
instructions from the Kludif other than those which were 
given to the rest of us. Hr is head of the mission ; that is 
nil. But, hy Allah. I must confess Umt l know not what to 
make of this hugger-mugger. Helpers and Refugees are 
birds of it feather, and Allah alone knows whether there is 
not some plot afoot." 

” What concern »s tlm of thine t" replied ‘Abdallah with 
supicnic disdain. ‘ J While I am here 1 shall do as t will. 

I am inviolable a> that dove yonder which K protected by 
the sanctity of the place. Thou dnrest not kill it, lor that 
would l>e a crime—;H sacrilege." 

"Thinkest thou that E have any *uch scruples i replied 
Ibn IdMHt then, turning to the page who carried his 
weapons, he added, '* Boy. give me my how and arrows ! " 
The page obeyed; the Syrian sheik, choosing an arrow, 
fitted it To his bow, and taking aim at the dove, exclaimed ; 
“Dove! is Ya/id son of Mu'tlwiyu a wine-bib her f Sav 

1 Ahmuf ibn Alii Yqfeul>, f. €2, 
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* Yes,' if them darest, am! this arrow shall transfix thee. 
Dove, plan nest thou to dethrone the Kindi f Ymdd, to ex* 
elude him from Mohammed's flock, mid eountest thou mi 
impunity because this is a sanctuary ? S«y that this is in 
thine heort,and this shaft shaft pierce it!" 

-Thou k no west that the bird cannot reply,*’ said 
-Abdallah, with nr! air of pity, hut trying ill v ain to conceal 
his uneasiness, ' « 

'■ That is true: the bird cannot reply — but thou const, 
thn Zubiur? Hearken; 1 swear that moil shall take the 
oath of allegiance to Yay.id, cither freely or by force, else 
shall thou see the banner of the .Vsh'irites ’ Hooting in this 
v ill ley, and in that case little heed slinU I pav^to the sanctity 
thou pratest of! ” At this threat ‘Abdul tali A cheek grew 
pale. He had never dreamed of mdi impiety, even^in » 
Syrian, and lie ventured to ask, in a voice tremulous with 
tear: " Wooldst thou indeed dan: to commit the sacrilege 
of shedding bUwd upon this holy ground P 

■ 4 1 would dan, " replied the Syrian imperturbably * “ and 
the guilt would lie upon the head of hint who made choice 
of holy ground on which to conspire against the Com in Sudor 
of the Faithful," * 

Perhaps, if ‘Abdullah had teen more firrplv convinced 
tlut this sheik interpreted truly his compatriot/ sentimen ts, 
many calamities to Islam and to himself might have been 
avoided ; but [bn Zub&ir was doomed to perish, US the son- 
in-law and grand vn of the Prophet hud already perished, ns 
all ‘he JhwkiHs id the old school, sons of companions mid 
friends of Mohammed, would perish* To softer unparalleled 
misfortunes, calamity following calamity, such was the fate 
in store for them. 

For ‘Abdallah, however, the fatal hour Imd not vet 
struck. Destiny had decreed that unhappy Medina should 
first expiate by her utter min—by the exile and maSsacre of 
her children tiie futal honour oi having olEcre*) ttsvliini to a 
fugitive Prophet, and of having produced the true founders 
Oi lahmiaoii—those fanatical warriors, who conquering 
Arabia m its Mnuie, bestowed on the new-lmm faith a 
blood-stn!J:n! cradle. 


‘ Of *buat ilm MJinh xn lb* dii«ii*lu. 
* JMnt, L IB. 




CHAPTER V 


THE SACK OF MEDINA 


FT was the year of grace H652, Tin* sun had just set behind 
L the mouilUlr^ratigi which lies to the west of Tiberias. 
The former splendour of the town jj* to-duy hinted only by its 
ruins, but at tin* e poch of which we write it wits tlic Capital 
of the province of Jordan,* and the temporary residence 
of tin- Khulif V azid I. The minarets of the tuosrjoes. mid 
the towers cm the battlements, illumined by the silver rays 
, of the moon, begun to be mirrored in the placid miters of 
the Lake—that Sea of Galilee which recalls so many sucred 
memories to the Christian—when a little earn van. profiting 
1>V the coolness of the night, emerged from the town and 
directed its course towards the south- The nine travellers 
w]|m rude at the head of I lie i-jivah-ade were dearly men of 
rank, hut titere was nothing in their appearance to indicate 
that they were courtier*, for the KhaUf rarely admitted to 
his intimacy person* of *<> ripe an rige. or of n mien so austt ri- 
—not to say surly* 

For some time not n word was spoken. At hist one of 
the travellers broke silence. " Well* brother*, *nid he, 
-► what think ye of him f We must at least admit that he 
hath shown us liberality. To thee he gave u hundred I,lion- 
sand pieces, did he not, son of Hnndhmn 1 

** Such is the sum." replied the person addressed : “ hut 
lie dririketli wine and deemetli it no sin: he pinycth on the 
lute; ius cutnpaniaiw in tlie daytime am his lumting-dogs, 
and at night, brigands* 1 ie livcth in incest with his sisters 
and his daughters, he never pt&yeih—hi short, it is manifest 
that he is wholly without religion. Wliat shall we do. 
brother ! Think ye that it is possible for «s to tolerate such 
q man any longer f We lime, perchance, already shown un¬ 
justifiable forbearance, mid if we continue iu the same course. 


lUjujrHJT ineludSl'f erntml iWluni 1* it'" tt- «f tlw nvrr Hie li* -Wp 
Of ilklriru.'nTni Ulrtrt. Kipn—rin, JurcUn, mil J-diniik 8«i G. If 

^U=HJ4JT2. JWrjfipr r tnrifr th* 1. Iffl"?)- ** f lf 
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I fear rue that stones will fnll front heaven to destroy us. 
Wliat h tliv counsel* son of Si min 

-I wilt tell thee," was the reply "Upon our return 
to Medina let us solemnly vow not t« obey this profligate, 
ami son of a profligate ■ and thereafter we should do well t«» 
render homage to the son of a Refugee, W hile lie was 
thus siK-'Jikiiijt* ii m:m journeying in Llic t»ppo&ite direction 

E <issed the caravan. The lowered hood of Ids rhAk would 
nve hidden hi> face from I he travellers, even if their atten¬ 
tion had not been absorbed by a run versa Lion winch every 
moment grm 1 more aiunutted, W hen the horsemen were 
out of earshot the hooded man halted, hvcii to Have 
encountered him was an ill-omen according *l<> .Arab ideas, 
for he was one-cyed J Moreover, hatred and ferocity were 
displayed in Uie' terrible glance which his remaining-orb 
darted after the travellers now fading in the distance, while 
he muttered deliberately and solemnly: "1 swear that if 
ever 1 meet with Lhee iigain where I can slay thee, 1 will 
not spare thee, thou son o1SinAn—Companion of Mohammed 
though thou art 1" * 

The travellers may, perhaps, have been already recognised 
as Medinese. They were, indeed, notables of that city — 
Helpers or Refugees, almost to a mint, The oircumstancev 
which had brought them to the Khalifa court may be briefly 
recounted. 

Signs of rebellion had shown them selves at Medina, and 
serious quarrels had arisen with reference to the arable 
hmds, and plantations of date-trees, which MuHwiya had 
formerly bought from the inhabitants, but which the hitter 
now reclaimed, on the ground that he hud forced them to sell 
these lands for a hundredth part of their true val lie. ‘ Olhmin, 
the Governor—who Battered himself that bis kinsman the 
Kbit if would easily find some way of composing these 
differences, and would moreover ingratiate himself with the 
Medinese nobles by his affable manners and well-known 
generosity—hud suggested that a mission should lur scut 
to Tiberias, and Ins advice had Lech tuk~n. Hut although 
actuated by the l>est intentions, the Governor had committed 
not merely an act of imprudence, but an unpardonable 

4 Sm liitimy *>] &ti. i.'nhjfhi. fry JfaNPH44in c> tfuyniu trui«l. by Majur H* 
Jam:It, CalffllttB (l$8l) N fi- 213. 
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blunder. Could lie have been blind to ihe fact that the 
nobles of Medina wished lor nothing better than to be able 
to recount, as eye-witnesses. Ins eousiu’s impieties, ill order to 
excite their fellow-citfatens to revolt ? Instead of suggesting 
a visit Lr> the Rlialirs court, il should have been bis policy to 
Mtwart it ut all costa. 

The event might have been easily foreseen, fluid had, 
it is true, offered a hospitality to the deputies which was 
both cordial anti courteous; lie had treated them with 
lavish generosity; he Had presented the Helper 'Abdallah— 
the son of [Intulhala, a noble and valiant warrior who had 
fallen at Ohotf fighting for Mohammed — with a hundred 
thousand pieces of silver; mid he had given ten oi twenty 
thousand pieces to each of the other deputies, according to 
their ritnk : 1 but nevertheless, since Valid was no respecter 
of persons and his court was not a pattern of temperance 
umt propriety, hiS licentious ] tab its, added to his liking for 
the Bedawin—who, it must be admitted, were little better 
Limn brigands on occasion—bud greatly scandalized the 
austere and puritanical citizens, natural enemies of the Sons 
of the Desert . 4 

L'pon their return to Medina, the deputies, far from 
extenuating the KlniHfs impieties, made disclosures which 
jK-rimps exaggerated what they had seen or heard. Their 
denunciations, glowing with pious wrath, umde, indeed, so 
great an impression on hearts already disposed to believe 
umjuestionlngly the wnrst that could be reported of \ arid, 
tlmt an extraordinary scene was enacted in the Mosque. 
When the Mcdinesc were assembled, out of the deputies 
shouted, ** I cost off Yazid as I cast off this turban f and, 
so saying, be dashed his head-dress to the ground. ** ^ azid 
lias me with gifts, ’ he continued, ** I admit it; but 

he is a.drunkard mid an enemy of God I “As tor tne,^ 
cried another, " I cast off Yarid os 1 cast off iny sandal I 
A third broke in with, “ I Cist him off as I cast off this 
cloak T A fourth added, -I cast him off as 1 do this 
slme! " The rest'followed their example, mid soon the 
unusual spectacle was seen of n mns'pie everywhere littered 
with turbans, cloaks, shoes, and snndals, Having in this 
fashion decreed the deposition of ’i szid, the Mcdineso next 

Wr.il, i. $1& Til' liiolh itajraU', Uuialliir Urn did u«rt twommiiv 

<aUcjaar* an their wtuni to Medina, futi* lnol n ton tied j*-mue4tm frwa t*±W 

*""* F«an* 4 (»untdf Vewd.wr Uutor* *'•**• **&’,*? a* toyitl, 
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determined tn expel from the city all the Omnyyad* to }«? 
found therein. The latter were accordingly' ordered li 
deport without delay, but not until they IiaO mode oath not 
to aid any soldiers that might In- numbing against the city. 
hnt T on the contrary, to rrpd them—or. if tin.\ were beyond 
their power, not to re-enter t he city with the Syrian troops. 
‘Oth mAn , the (Governor, tried unsuccessfully to make the 
rcLeL realize the danger they would incur if the/ex pel led 
linii, I\n long, he »id * 44 it mighty army wUI come licrr 
to overwhelm yon, and then you would have good reason 
to congratulate yourselves if you could plead that, at least, 
you had not driven out your Governor, IV niL until you 
have gamed the victory before dismissing me. I give you 
this advice for your own sake and not fur Urine; l wiiiihl 
fain prevent, if possible, the shedding of your blood ” -For 
Irjim yielding, however, to these words of wisdom, the 
Aledinese loaded the Governor, ns wdj ns'the Khalif, with 
curses. \\ c shall i.cgiti with thee" they cried, -and’ 
the expulsion of thy kinsfolk will soon 'follow thine 
own I 1 he Ouiayyads were infuriated. ** \\ |»«t a wicked 
business is tins! And what a detestable religion I” cried 
Mmvan, who luui been successively the KhaUf 'O thin fin’s 
SIjnutter and (governor of Medina, but who. trotwithsinnd- 
mg, HOW found no small difficulty in finding some mie to 
whom he could entrust Jus wife and children, But circum¬ 
stances were too strong tor I be Omavyuds. Having taken 
the prescribed Oath they set out. followed by the derisive 

: 'lf s <*J$* of whom evc« east *ZZ 

at them wink- a treeduiun, Hnrnith the 1 .caper—so called 
because he had been deprived of one foot by a former 
Governor, and nnidc his way in a seric* of 
without uitermtvsion the animals on which rode the luck¬ 
less exiles, driven i,ke the vilest criminals from the city 
Where they had so long held sway. At last the exiles 

orde^ 1 11 "* K 10 J ’ wl,ere were to await further 

... * first care w<w to send a messenger to Vn/id with 
tidings ni iheir misfortunes and a request for help JMs 
becyne known to the Medlncw. Fifty horsemen im- 

phce l-rb/l 11 * Cl 'T, the OflWH* t™' their ball i„g- 
plai c. 1 he tamper did not fail to take advantaue of tide 

lien opportunity of glutting his revenge. Aided by one of 
Ihc Ben. Hjan „ family of Helpm who had .kitted 
munlcr of the fflmllf •Otlimta hy pfaofag their Loui-Vt U,“ 
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disposal ol' the relieUh he loaded Mcrwan's camel so sharply 
that it was on the point of throwing its rider. Half in fc*r 
and half in pity. Mcrw/m dismounted, mid cried to the 
animiil. '‘tin thy way, and save thysdf F When they 
reached a hamlet named Sowairia.' Mcnv&n met one of fiis 
clients,* who lived llnte and who asked him to share bis 
meal *FHie Leajicr and his worthy comrades will that 
-idler ml to stay," replied MerwSn ; "Please heaven, we 
shall one day have this fellow hi nur power, and then it will 
not he our fun It if his hand does not share the fate of his 
loot! " On reaching Wadi i-kurn 91 the Oinayynds were at 
hist allowed to ve>t 

In the nieuutime, disriinj was on tin* point of breaking 
old. among the Medin.:se riusnsclvcs. So long as there was 
only a question of expelling the OTiuiyyads. of abusing 
them inn! maltreat mg them, perfect mminuiily reigned 
among the inhabitants of the city, hut matters were mills r- 
wi.se when it came to electing a new Ki nd if . The lvuraiab 
yrould not have a Helper, and the 11 el jars would not have 
a Kura shite. However, m the necessity of concord was 
manifest, it was resolved to postpone this burning question, 
oml to 1 :house provisional chiefs. A new Klmhf could lie 
elected after Yaxitl hail l«,-en dethroned. The messenger 
sent by the Oniayvnd* * duly informed the Khalif of what 
had occurred. tVJien Yu/ id heard the news. he was more 
surprised and indignant .:t the feeblent-s of liis kinsmen 
t.Lutii incensed against the rclnds. 

"Could not the Oinayyads have mnstered n thousand 
men by calling up their freedmen f he asked. 

"C'erLiinly," replied the messenger, “they could have 
mustered three thousand without dill lenity." 

*' Yet with sueli considerable forces they did not even 
attempt to hold out against the rebels for nit hour! ' 

- The insurgents were too numerous; resistance would 
have been futile." 

Hud Valid been influenced solely hy just indignation 
ugaiftst men who* had rebelled after mr opting large sums 
from him without scruple, lie would have forthwith de¬ 
spatched an army to chastise them: hut lie still wished, 


T Ahmii no mUw N.w. of 

1 A cJitfCl * iwMaumltlad *K V «. ' L r mirhi l«K<un» an *«biI 

mrtnlwurf hi* emirtef'* eton. ... *,.*.*„,, 

1 yfitU-f S. df (hor ftrLbiT iS^SaLli a}Kii L vrnjhif Hrtftmlh 







56 


SPANISH ISLAM 


P-* 


ii wssible, to avoid embroiling himself with the fanatics, 
i crnnps lie rtmrtnbcml the saying of the Prophet "The 

7™* °t' t iod * <**»gds "id of will rest upon him who 
cl raws the sword against the Mcdtaue ! ” At any rote, for 
Uie second time he showed it moderation which was all the 
tnorc remarkable since if was not characteristic. Still 
wishing, therefore, to adopt mild measures. Jvc sent the 
l cl per N uiuuy. son of Bashir, mi a mission to Medina. It 
The Helpers, it is true, did not remain 
altogether insensible to the pnident. advice of their Maw- 
tribesman, who panted out that they were far ton weak, 

" l n “* nb « s / t0 •» to resist p the armies of 
I",' 1 t,lc kuroish were all far war. and their chief. 
Abdallah, son of Moti, exclaimed to Nmniin. « Benotie * 
or thou art come only to destroy the amity which, tWnks 

, , ,,Hi \ at re m^ amongst usf" “Thou art 

M I enmigh, and bmv, enough just mm . -rqdkd Xirmun, 

, b n U I . 1 *“»* We ) wb ** t l(Ju HlU rlf> "'hen the army of 
\IZ ls ut **J Medina! Then thou wilt flee to 

«h h T°u lU< - <Jn i Uiy ,,wirt ' st mate and thou wilt 
Srt." to ^ f?* "**« luck lev* Helpers, whose iWats 
ttl } t |j CU f t {, n -^ ,e nx the mosques, and at the 

thfeshoJtiii of own lioiiies J ,f * 

FTT tht! i m f If ^ 0ss ot 11,1 tlls vlTt > Ti s. -Vu'man 

mbS? *° V “* “ nd rdftte<J to tjmi the ill-success of his 

‘•Be it so then,” replied the Klmlif: •> 1 romt neerfs 
'™!j£ lc t]. E ,„ benclh the l,oo& of my Syria, 

* [ i -f expeditionary force, ten thousand strong, to he sent 
to H ijavi was intended to reduce the other holy city Mecca 

entrusted its command had just died the other ocnerr.l 
**2* destroy onor ft>r Vthr 

contending for the linn our of taking Jus place '■ Vn-Arf l.„u 
"<* **M "hid. of tl.e rid Sdrtes u 

£?*' y ^ * nm " " f n P l * espcrirocc iu entered tin- 

Nib. Hus was none other than tile ime-eved wayfarer 
whom wc saw upon the highway near Tiberias? ' 
t rjiere «as perh*ps no better representative of days gone 
b> and the old pagan principles than the veteran warrior 


*( r ( Ul * ^”>1— 
tijr- ImiIv rkic-?. Tin> ^ r ]y chronr-lc*. t ^ ^ 1 1 frCrir * •CCU|il» ( |<j 
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Muslim, sou of *Okba, of the tribe of Muxninii, 1 On him 
there rested not even the shadow of the Mohammedan tnith: 
b!I that Musidnmm held tiered imuuht in his eves. 
Muiniya knew his sentiments nut] appreciated them ; he 
httd recommended him to his sou ns l he most suitable man 
to undertake the subjugation of the Med in esc in the event 
of their revolting, If. iipwever, Muslim had no faith in the 

divine mission of Mohammed, he believed . . the less 

firndy tit the superstitions nf PngnuisTn—in prophetic tlrcnms. 
and in mysterious words proceeding from the ghnrtauL a 
species of large thom-bush which in the days of paganism 
wav held in certain parts of Arabia to Ift oracular, This 
mental trait of Most infs became manifest when, presenting 
himself before \ arid. lie said; Any oilier man whom yon 
might send against Medina wouid fail. I alum* cmicorajutrr. 
In a dream 1 sun - a thorn-bush, and from it n voice proceeded 
saying. ' Uy the hand of Muslim.' Then I drew mgh to the 
place whence the voice proceeded, and I heard these words : 
‘It is thou who shall av<rigc*Othman upon the men ©fMedina, 
his jmtrdtrcrsI"" Convinced tlial Ilin ‘Ok bn was the man 
whom lie needed, Ynrid accepted him as general, and gn vc 
him his orders as follows; “ Heforc attacking the Med muse, 
grant them three days in which to surrender; if they refuse 
to submit, and ymi gain the rictory, give the city up to 
pillage for three days; all tlie money, food and arms which 
your soldiers find therein shall he theirs. Then make the 
Me din esc swear to be my bondsmen, mid bell cad every men 
who refuses to take the oath." 

The artuy—uliicli included Ibti IdhAh, chief of the 
Ash'arites. whose conversation with llie sou of Ztibair lias 
been related-—-arrived wit hout, casualties at W udi 1-Kuni, 
where the Oinayyads who had been expelled from Medina 
had taken up their abode. Moslim ordered lhi-m to be 
brought before him, one after the ot her, in order to consult 
them tm to the best means of making himself master of the 
eity. A son of the Khalif 'Uthimin refused to violate the 
oath which the Medinesc bod compelled him to take, “If 
thou wort not. *Oth man's sori," cried the liery Moslim, “I 
would have thee beheaded; and, while ) spare thy life. 1 
will not spare a single other Kiirashft* who refuseto me bis 
aid and his advice/' Mcrwan's turn dime. He, too, was 

“ 'ULLi km * tit* ftmuiier of Kdrwfln (r- W7U- 

1 tbfl ctenetary ♦ejerkii by HoJtiJjitCWiI M*tbnt ki«r?*n u Ma* iLtldp 
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assailedby Sfirapli-H of miisdnice; on the other hand, tie 
teartu for his lift:, for with Muslim it: wils 41 a word and . L 
Uo " — i : tin tvminwtcr'i halted of the Mcdiiiesi 

u-.is Kk> hitter For him to lost- an opportunity of grudfVit&b; 
it. Fort mutely, jt occurred to Merwftii that it was not tm- 
txmitik- to com promise with heaven, and that an oath midit 
hv broken in wfHim.t I , i *i i , 


... ,m ' L.ixtjj uic oftin. rreeertt! me, he 

added; - perchance Muslim will ask me no questions when 
Ur hath heard what llun, hast to say," ‘AUI ah Malik, hav- 
in h T !r( -' r . 1 ushered before the general, counselled him to ad 
Vance lua troons to the nearest groves of palm-trees, i.o 
^ jvtnme there for the night, and on the following uioniin- 
f? :t> Horta—-Wliidi lay to the east of Med inn- 

tiial ljt ' Medinesu, who would not fail to vally forth to tin 

l1 ,: J ni f ht Jl *' c mju m tlltir vytk * 4 Abd al-Mdik 
also hinted t^i Modim that his father would contrive to 
communicate with certain Mcdinese who. perhaps, when the 

T°.‘ ld tbdr WdT 

“ T W,th ™ 116 )aJ ) mt MosKm remarked 

* tr ^ fl ' 0X1 «titnn]jle man—thy f«| her ! " 
™ d ’ W®*** sMerwAi, to commit hhnsekWo.idly. 

he tamfniiy hj| J m»3 'Abd nl-Malik's counsda. ^eamptal 

nflru l ? T tl'ti %hsroad leading to Kfife, Ll 

informed the Medim-sr Unit lie would give them u respite of 

ehSLd*^ 7 H hl i\ U i - lKtUink Uimuelve*. The three days 
«.lapsed, and the Mcdmcse sent word tJmi th* v refused to 

anSJjtt A « W f’^« hri fMcs.cn, the I'iti/nis. instead of 

fow 

under the command of Ma-fcil.’son <d 
j it 'l7 ", L umpanuui of Mohammed, who at the head of Ins 
tr >e tlic Afflyr—had assisted at the capture of Mecca and 
Who .oust have been highly esteemed at Medina, aiinsi! the 
inferred the command upon him although lie 

1 °V U,,ur r, fe-, of the Kuraidi who were not 
inLlitd^tiniiototheRefiigeeg, but who had at times 

r IC ^5*-*7* ° f Me *; Cfl ' kdien up their abode at Medina' 
Conipanii.iu.f the r£2 T1A2S5 SS^StStSfe 
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tiiot of the I lulpC'j's. wasted by \V bdallah, son of Handball*. 
In profound silence the Mcdiuese set out towards Hurra, 
where the Impious pagnns whom they were about to attack 
were drawn Up. The genend of the Syrian army was 
dangerously ill nevertheless In.* caused himself to W Iwik. 1 
on a rlinir to i* position 11 tittle in front of the ranks, and en¬ 
trusting his banner to a gallant Greek page, tie cried to his 
soldiers f "Arabs of Syria! now show 11 ml you cut defend 
your general! Set on 1" 

The battle began. The Syrians fell upon the foe with 
such impetuosity that three Medio esc divisions—those, 
namely, of the Refugees and the K uroisb—gave way : but 
the fourth—that of the Helpers—drovi* Snick the Syrians 
ami compelled them to rally round ihcircrmimonder. 

■On both sides the battle was stubbornly contested* when 
the intrepid Fad), who commanded a troop of twenty horse 
Lmilt r the Hsimuit of 'Afaflfllliilia wit of IJjuidiilMM* snid lo 
his chief: *■ Flit the whole of the cavalry mubr my orders 
and l will strive U cut mv way through to Moshro 11 
T succeed cither he or I will rail I" * A Mails 1 1 consent ei 
anti Fndl chrfgtfd so vigorously Hurt the Syrians ugaiu ieil 
back. “One more such gallant onset, dear mends, ne 
cried. -antH by Allah, if I descry tJm General, tor one 
of us this day'will lx* the Ja>t 1 Forget pot that victory 
is to the brave I " The cavalry renewed their attack with 
redoubled coumge. broke the ranks of the Syrian horse, mid 
forced ihtxt way to the spot \sivcrz 11m 'Ukbn Mt. I sh- 
liumlred foot soldiers defended him with lone ml luni 1 ^ 
hut Fadl, hewing a wav for himself with his SWOfil, urged 
bb horse straight towards MoaHm'n banner, aimed at the 
page who I sire it a Wow which deft both be met and Aul), 
and cried. ■* Bv tin- l.nrd of the Ko‘ba. I have >km tiw 
Lvmi)t ;” *-Thmi lieat," tried Muslim, who, ill as he wj^, 
insUnttv seized the hornier and reanimated the Symiw l>y 
Ids woids nod his example. Fadl, covered with wounds 

fell dead bv his enemy's sole. . 

At the Very ntonictit when the Mediirac saw tin* divisions 
under Ibn Iiflifih and the rest preparing to charge them 
once more, they heard the walk of the - .ty with 

the shout of victory—the <vy "b«l ^ great! They bad 
hern betrayed. Mcrwin bad kept lus word to L* «■ 
Seduced by glittering promises, the Ben. ' 

numbered among die Helpers. had by stealth admittM 
Syrian soldier, into the town. 11 lay in the enemy > , 
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all wm lost; the Medmese found themselves between 
lonimcL and anvil, The greater number sought to mill 
o;ii-k into the town to save Lin- women and children : some 
nmong whom was 'Abdallah, son of Midi. fled in the direc* 
tiou of Mecca; but, -Abdallah. son of Handhala. resolving 
not to survive the fitUl day, cried to Jus clansmen: The 
victory rests with the foe! hi less than an hour nil will 
■ lt * Wt 'r. PiOtts Musuhnum—men of a city which gave 
a^ylmn to the Prophet—one day ail of us must die, and 
Hu- tmrest deatil is that of n martyr. Let us then perish 
to-dav ' To-dny t*<xl givet.h us the opportunity of dying 
m a sacred cause 1 111 * * 5 

1 'he Syrian arrows began to rain on them from all sides, 
and Abdallah once more shouted, "Those who would 
straightway enter Paradise, follow rnv banner! " -y|J 
hdlowrxi him and fought wHh the stkngth of despair, 
resolved to sell their lives dearly. AbdUlah urged his 
sons, one alter the other, into the thickest of the fniv. and 
sa ' v them all perish. \\ lrilst M®litn had promised gold to 
every man who brought him the head of au enemy, ‘Abdallah 
Juiusiflf made hauls fall on the right hand and on the left, 
and the hrm belief that a much more terrible fate awaited 
his victims beyond the grave yielded him a Savage joy 
As was the wont of the Arabs, be chanted verse? os he 
ougl.t |icy breathed the spirit of the fanatic who clings 

to Jus faith and revels in hatred, *Thou dicst," he cried 

AIM.T V ?\T } " lt ** outlive thee f 

mi, K °*\ 'V- 11 ,s lhMik llL * •““*> said it. Hell is 
prepared for be unbelievers I" A t last he was overcome. 

His hall-brother fell mortally wounded at his side. “ Since 
I die by the *worf S of these «m" l» cried, » I am surer 
of PanuJiw thm if I lull fallen lit lire hands of the ,uinan 
Oailninius! 1 These were hi, Ust wool, The oZ,' 

milNII t Qlnm _I. .1 i ^ 


„ y i 1 TM** of Mohammed. 1 None of the 
S3?* aS*^S° ' Bli fou ? Jlt ;tt Ii:uJr ' *»**«.* Prophet 
S 'ThLv it T ' ^ OVer t!iC ****** this Lnl 

h “ d *» to sack I. fo’r £ 

x S'*,*' Jiuiirt, ArnHr (M-rrvttirr \ ItlftO, a. ,J(, 
a«el> prrpuiu Mm* Ii4*v tile, rid* of flute 

'* SttWMOJ*'' ' r : ll4 * lr feilmw* *v* fcnnwn U TuWfin, OF 







Ui] DEATH OF MAK1L 6r 

days, Hampered by their linrecs, the cavalry galloped to i lie 
Mosque to stable them there. At that moment it con¬ 
tained a solitary Medincw, .Said, son of Wosaiyab, the meat 
learned tin;olugUn of his day. Tie saw the -Syrians hur-a 
into the Mow]lit, and tether their horses in the space k- 
tween Uie chair of Mohammed and ins tomb —a fiacred 
spot which the Prophet had railed the CMjflen of ffapdlW 
At the sight of this horrible sacrilege. Said, believing _ the 
Universe to be threatened l>v some dread calamity, remained 
motionless and plunged In stupor. ** Rehold this imbecile 
doctor 1" cried the Syrians scornfully: hut. in their engcr- 
1VL *y to begin pillaging, they did him no hurt. None else was 
spared. The-iiiUdrcH were carried a way as slaves or were i 
massacred. 1 be women were Violated, and later then- ivcrt 
scet» a thousand wretched mothers of os many outcasts— 
branded for ever " Children of Ilarra. ■ . , tt 

Among the .prisoners was Ma'hii. sun of Smart, He 
was tortured by thirst, and bitterly bewailed his condition. 
Muslim sent for him, and received him with os benevolent 
'ail aspect as it was possible for him to assume. " Ihon 
tbit's test, son .of Sinfin. dost thou not i lie asked, *«. 
General* ‘Give him to drink of this wine which the 
Kind if has supplied us with." said Muslim to one of hw 
soldiers. The order was obeyed, and Mu'kil drank. I hy 

thirst is ended ? " iti^uiml Muslim. “ Mv durst is ended. 

» Thou savest well!' said the General. with a sudden change 
of voice and expression: “ thou bast drunk lor the Inst nine . 
Prepare to die." The old man threw himself upon his 
kn£s and begged for mercy- - Who art thorn t» hone tor 
mercy' Did l not pass thee on the road near bbetm, 
that night when thou settedst out tor Medina with the 
other deputies' Was it not thou whom 1 heard loading 
Ywl with insults ! Was it not thou whom I heard saving: 
lu lZ J wc have reached Medina let m solcrnuly make 
o&th no longer to obey this pritypte ami *m ‘‘I a 
gate; and tie real ter we should do well to render honA*0| 

to the son of a Refugee' 1 Know then, that id Miat 

moment 1 swore that if ever again 1 

had thee in my power, 1 would slay thee, ttemre Goa. i 
S keep my oiithl Let thisman be put to death! 1 he 

end. these Mcdin.se »ho 
sU« l«.“iS in tfe eity-fnr most ni the inh.hinn.ts i,.d 

* H, s. iurratt, «p. fit-, F - l3 > 
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already sought safety in %hl^wtre called upon to Like 
nu o.tUi to Valid. It was. however, far different: from the 
v™ ina p[ oath^-thaU namely, by which obedience Was 
',JT fo *° 11K ' konm, and to the Ihwb of 

Mohammed. The i Medina* were required to swear to be 
the slam Of Vasld,‘Slaves whom be could enfranchise or 
sell at Ins good pleasure —thus mn the formula; thev 
wore compelled to admit hb absolute power ovtf all that 
they possessed—their wives, their children, even life itself 
,1, * ir jm ^, of ftWft ited those who refused to (ake 

\ ll \ 'ht'iuhul oath. Two Kurashilcs. however, bnldiv 

declared that they would only take the oath in its uaniv 
.Milled lortii. .Moshm forthwith ordered them to lie lielieaded 
.Itnv.in, himself a kurashtte. ventured to demur to this 
sentence, hut Moshni, striking his telly with lib stoff^said 
rmqxh y: “ By heaven, if thpu l.adst said what these wretch* 
h.ue tUred to say. thy head would have fa Hen. 1 ' X evert he- 

-■l^" 0 r c ' " lore vc,,lur ? d t0 P Jw,d f( > r "uotlier* 

non’juror wim was a connection of his. The Syrian 

general refused to yield. Hut the case wav altered when a 
uraslutt; wliose mother hr loured to the tribe of Kfiuk 

ferep' who WjiS 

1 il * At ? bs *e f *y rm ll "d settled an old score with the 
:j INs °* [ u ' *«atioal sectaries who had deluded Arabia with 

tszSFrJirt 7b * o,d ™ 

d«xy was crud. tcrnl.le. 

uStonXX 1 Thrir'T Uo " : “>* P°™ S 

for most of the mhabitantii ^ nn , tu antelopes; 

happier let in n disC C jewS.I'w '",?' CS m ‘ J “ 

Africa. TW* tt.'SiT.t 

Sc i££ht rf.tegyji 1 " r . «"**» UuS.. Wneill, 

implm-ahlc hatred and * ,c ;f m]< 1 

mortifications. ' “’‘"'•Mining *hem with fitter 
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Ten years after the battle Of Hurra, HnjjA;. Governor of 
the province, caused ninny of the sainted old turn who hud 
been Companions of Mohammed in Ik- branded. In hit* 
ryes every MedlotWas u intmim r of -Otiimi'tn, ns if that 
crime—even supposing the Mcdincse to have been more 
implicated in it than they were-4|ftd not been sufficiently 
atoned for by the daughter at Harm and the sack of 
Medina J IlajjtLj Is reported to have cried, oil quitting the 
town. " God be praised, in that lie lias permitted me to 
depart from this the vilest of all cities, which hath ever 
requited the favours of the Kludif with treachery and 
rebellion! Hy Allah, if my sovereign hud not urged me 
in all his letters t<> sprC these tiiiscrmnts, I Would have 
rated their to»u and bid them groaning around the Prop!let's 
sent*'’ When these words were reported to one of the 
old men whom Hajjilj had dishonoured. hewid, “ A dreadful 
punishment awaits him in the next life! His word-, arc 
worthy of Pharaoh!" 

Allies, the I iciief that their oppressors M ftild lie tormented 
■"ill eternal flames was henceforth the sole hope nod consola- 
tioa of theses uutiappy men. And iin ibis consolation they 
indulged themselves freely. Prophecies by the (.ontpaninm 
of Mohammed, prophecies bv Mohammed himself, miracles 
worked on their behalf—all these they accepted with eager 
and insatiable credulity. Tin theologian $a;Id. who had 
been present in the Mosque when the Syrian horsemen 
turned it into u stable, related »n idt who would listen to 
him. how that when he was left alone in the holy pbec, 
he heard a voice proceeding from Mohammed * tomb litter¬ 
ing solemn words prophetic of that hour.. 1 n the formidable 
Muslim, the man of Muzfiinn, the Mcdinese saw the most 
hideous monster that the earth hid ever beheld; they 
believed that be would find no rival until the lust days 
. id then in the person of another Jiitm of ins own tribe: 
they used to relate that the l’roplut had declared: “ nit- 
last to rise at the resurrection will be two men of the 
Mmmiua They, will find the earth uninhabited. Tl 
will come to Medina. where they trill meet with naught 
but wild deer. Thereupon two angels will descend imm 
heaven and dash them prune upon the ground : then in 
this posture they wiU drag them to the place where all 
mankind is assembled." , 

ssed, exposed to every outrage, trampled under 
only course which seemed left to the Mcdmcse 
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“ ? Mow flie• cwinplc set by their Mow-feitusens who 
liml been enrolled in the army of Africa This they did 
S rnnj Africa they proceeded to Spin. .Almost all the 
t lL wew included in the army with 

™ 1 MliS * cms ^ 1 the Straits, 1 1„ Spin, they titled 

for Uie most pan Ui the West mid East, where their tribe 
fjecamc the most numerous of all. Medina knows them 
J? I 110 .?* In the thirteenth century a traveller who visited 
, l ' 1 ' u *y W{1S induced !jy curiosity to inquire whether atir 

-* to lf«W still Mb the*. A mS 

uivalUIy " "**' " ° ,,C out l ' i “. Soth of jin 


tu 


is pcnnmjMe, therefore, to he sceptical with regard 
the alleged illustrious origin of tlio few poor ramifies : 

h ™* m the suburbs of Medina, who as late L lost S Trv 
claimed descent from Llie Helpers. century 

Ul( . UlC wm <"!t sheltered from 

the} i.i t red of the Syrian Arabs. U"c shall see later the 

£ oUt !ir ^' «Poa the banks of the Guadah, „>£ 

when Spm was under tlie governorship of a KiSi- 

nnks’of the *Tr' l>iUt ! e jf 

jAfjriy StS ' ,nd ** *“ «W *» 

MliBirt of WS* U Uf ">“* l»- directed to „ 

I * i o L different nature, which wus also nerm tu tted 

* *,i*. Til 

llunoo'h^‘U*££wl/foffhTl&T}M^S ^ “ A ™**' JL33T * 

[Avauimui tbn KM'lAu ii ifcw™. _ 

^ » ,ss - »*: »*i»h: t i»T; jiSETt 


CHAPTER VI 


YEMENITES AND MA‘ADD1TES 

TT^ITII the exception of anliigonisois arising from the 
\ \ dash of those fundamental principles which ever have 
l«en, and ever will W. in dispute amorist mankind, tin form 
of strife has I wen more persistent, whether in Europe nr 
Asia, among Moslems or Christians, than that resulting from 
racial antipathies, Such antipathies, perpetuated ihrough 
centuries, Jong survive all political, social, and religious 
revolutions. 

We have a]ready hud occasion to mention, incidentally, 
that l lie Arab race comprised two distinct and mi it unify 
hostile toaiiohem aud we now propose to give greater pro- 
trisiou to this statement, and to point out the far-reaching 
Consequences Of l he fact in some detail. 

In accordance with the Oriental custom of tracing the 
origin of a nation to an eponymous personage, the most 
undent of the two hranches claimed descent from a certain 
KalilAn, whom tlie AraK when they became acquainted 
with the Hebrew Scriptures, identified with Joklan, one of 
the descendants of Sbem according to Ccnt-sis , 1 KahUtt’s 
posterity, tSiev asserted, had invaded Southern Amina 
iiiiiuv Centuries before the Christian Em, and subjugated 
Llie people, of uncertain origin^ who then inlubitca that 

^ The Kahlauids were usually called Yamiutw—a name 
borrowed from that of the most nourishing province of the 
South-—and as such we shall henceforth speak of them 

The other nice, who claimed us their ancestor Adnan. a 
descendant of Ishmael, inhabited t he more northerly district 
Comprising Hi]ft?,—a province extending from Palestine to 
Yemen, in which both Mecca and Medina are situated- 
arid N'cjd, that vast plateau. broken by a few undulations, 
which forms Central Arabia. These people are variously 
called Ma'addiUs, N feftrjtitQ’ Miidarites. and lv H sl - lt ^j 
names which are applied U> certain subdivisions as well 
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as lo tiie whole race, Kan- haring been ft descendant of 
iMmi-ir. Mie son df Nixar, the eon of M.radd, We shall 
term them Ma'addites, 

Eui i ‘ptMi i history shows us nothing ilnuIouuus to tile 
imiliml hatred—-sometimes stifled, more often inflamed— 
existing I art ween these two races, ev er ready lo fiv n( each 
others throats on the most trivial pretexts' The district 
of [ toniAseus, tor Instance, was for two viutis Uid scene of 
re I cm less warfare because a Ma'addjtc lin’d plucked a melon 
growing in a ^ cmejiite’s garden;> and in Murcia blood 
flowed m torrents for seven years because a Ma'addite as he 
passed I. V cniemte’s field, had chanced thoughtlesslv to tear 

;i VFIIt “ lt ; rtl ,. Strft % r antipathies ha* from time u, 
tuoe existed mi Europe, but thev have at any rate arisen as 
a natural cmqum of the relations between victors.and 
conquered in Arabia, on the otl,er hand, neither race 
^11. djuni sway over the other it i* tme that in days 
of old die Ala addites of Ncjd had recognised the King of 
A emen os their overlord and hod paid him tribute: hut 

J£jj [/ au'a i lS 0t ***** OWn frt * wi1t * «iltoe a ruler »T 

wr r^^T hftd he< ^n “ ne ^ S4li > if fcnnticnl hdhlra 
were to be preserved from sdfdestruction, while a chieftain 

chosen from any one of their own dan* would he obeyed 

Z n f nt . oi , thr - rest * Whenever these Mn’addite trifxs, 
artcr having been temporarily united under a chief of their 
own Choice, ported their independence-*.' IwS 

Zr^r ,V | ""a S °° n them to seek another 

r cr_ Being tints driven to make choice- between anairhr 

£LtS* tiw trih6i <*<*. «fter a l™ £! 

2 ftt«St *h counsel together, ■■ Thai* is nothing 

Kinl V^* * th -- v ****** 4 W once more to place the 

Kmg of Yemen over us : let us pay him a tribute of leeu 
Jud camels, and he shall m return prevent the strong from 

rs: v h,cr *P- "»■«> *s*h3 

were 3? tafikS S! A1 ; v -'"""" s . tfce Mnrfditai of NVj,] 

Sn - ic ^nl or H ;™ °V ,ct " f Y«*«fc 

* ? P , £un b r pi IBra—the mi Id authority which thev 
h»d fonuert,- |„ t |, t Ki f v 

Wore 

U ‘ !mni cwn ‘l l, «* •“* f oiriWy brought t^SuS^S? 

I n; L 1 Lviu t! 


Afctt '1-FadJl, ii. +! | 
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the same territory. But this was nut the case in the 
Moslem Empire, Long ldbr< MohammedY dap, the 
Yemenite or liiuiyaritic dialect,* ns it U nailed—a mixture 
“i" Arabic with the language of vornpiered tribes—had given 
place to pore Arabic, as spoken by the MWaddites, who hnd 
«^«d in semi' sort an intellectual pre-eminence. Save 
for a few dialectal diyogences, the two race*, therefore, 
spoke the- same tongue, and il appears that in the Moslem 
armies a Mtnuidite never had any difficulty in understand* 
mg a \ emcnjte.* They had, manowr, the same pmlilcts 
firms and customs* and the great majority of both rates 
were nomads. Finally, wlurn they both embraced Isiamisfu 
they had tile same religion. in short,, the difference 
between them was much less appreciable lluui that which 
exishtil between one TeitIonic tribe and another when the 
barbarians invaded the Homan Empire. Nevertheless, 
though tile reasons winch account for racial nntiimthy in 
E11 nop did not exist in the East, such antipathy there 
evinced 11 tenacity unknown to Western buds. For three 
or four hundred years ancestral hostility has disappeared 
ill Europe, brit among the Hedawin the blood-feud 1 ms 
endured for twenty-five centuries; it can be traced back to 
the earliest liestorical times, nnd is far from extinct to day. 
J * Ancestral enmity,” writes an ancient noet, “ is a heritage 
from our forefathers, nnd white their descendants exist, it 
will abide,’' Never, moreover, in Europe iuis this animosity 
led to such atrocities us in ! he East: among our ancestors 
il never stilled lire most tender and sucred sentiments of 
nature; we do not hear of n sou despising and hating his 
mother on the sole ground that she did not belong to Ids 
father's stock. A Yemenite who was making the cere¬ 
monial circuit of the Ku'ba at Mecca was asked why. though 
he prayjxl for his father, he never prayed for hit mother. j 
“ For niv mother!" cried the Yemenite disdainfully, “ HoW 
could I pray for her ' She is a daughter of Ma'add ! ” 

Of this "mutual hatred, bonded down from generation 
t*> generation in ^pite of community of language, tows, 
customs, tno<JeS of thought, religion, and, to some extent, 
of origin—since both races were Semi tic—wc can only say 
tlt&t its causes are inexplicable, hut that M it is in the blood 11 : 

1 enlf frum uuu:riptlaiM. tff fvh^r’k W Wn muth 

iiimif tiro kit forty yarn* , 

* Li HnJirm tbf ti*tnfinta uf Arabia Win ttCimntft twrpnc, a* <rrsr* fflliffnwl, 
iml was iriiTcej]r ink] lip hit- l 6 flthtT Auk, 
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probably the A r»hs of tile seventh century would have been 
MS little able to give an account of it s "origin, as lire the 
Yemenites who iauky wander over the deserts of the 
province of Jerusalem, nod who, when asked bv travellers 
why they are sworn foes of the Kuisitcs (Ma‘addite&), uf the 
province of Hebron, reply that at! they know about the 
niatler is that the mutual hatred luis existed from time 
immemorial, * ! fllamism, fat from diminishing this instinctive 
aversion, gave it a strength and keenness which it had never 
readied before. While glaring at one another defiantly, 
Yemenites and Ma'addites were coin polled henceforth to 
tight beneath the same banner, to live side by side, to share 
tin. fruits of victory : and this dose association and diiilv 
intercourse seemed hut to engender fresh disputes and 
affrays. 1 lie tend, indeed, was destined to assume a*, in¬ 
terest and importance which it did not possess when it was 
confined to an almost unknown comer of Asia In the 
years to come it would drench Spain and Sicily, the dt serfs 
of Atlas and the banks of Lhe Ganges, with blood. UUi- 
nmtcly this strange antipathy dttcvniined the fate, not only 
ot conquered nations, but of the Latin and Teatorac mera as 
» whole, for if. alone arrested the Moslems in their ™ (inner- 
ing path at the moment when fhey menaced Prance and nil 
Western Europe. 

Although throughout the whole extent of tin Mmailman 
Empire (lie two races were at strife, that empire was so vast, 
ami rO’operation between tribes was so imperfect, that no 
wide spread conflict broke out directed towards predeter- 
mmed ends. Every province had its own intestine war, 
ami t he names of the opposing forces, borrowed from those 
«t the two tabes who happened to lie loeidlv tin- most 
numerous, everywhere differed. |„ Khontsan, for instance, 
the \ emenite* were colled A/ditev, and the Mufiiddites. 
radmitii heauie the tribes of AM and Tcmim were re- 
spccfrvdy the most important, InSyria~thcproving with 
whiei. vve Midi be principally concerned- the two parties 
were the Kelbiiev and the Koisites; the former, of Yemenite 
origin i urmtxl the majority of the Arab population, for 
under Uie Khoh&te ot Abu ihtkr and ‘Omar, when most of 

h "iS: B '° (Cd l ° Srr “- ll,e P»- 
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K cl bites wid Kaisites wm- equally attached to Mu‘Awiya, 
whose wise and prurient policy established n certain cqui 
librium betw een them, mid gained him the affection of both. 
He could not* however, notwithstanding his well .devised 
tutiLSurcs, prevent their mutual hatred from blazing up at 
times; during his reign the Kdliiles and the Feziirn « 
Kaisite Inin.-! nctimllv fought a pitched bill!it ul liana t- 
Kiiin , 1 rttitl Inter, the Knisiles nuM-d difficulties when 
Mu.'Awiyn wished them to acknowledge Ynaid as his 
successor, on the ground that his mother was n Kittiitc; for 
she was daughter of Millik ihn Ihdlditl, chief’ ol the tribe.' 
and in the eyes of the Kaistics, Ya/iii, brought up nnumgst 
his mother's folk in the desert of Sem&wa, was 11 Ivclbitc 
simply, and not on Omayyad. The mode in which Mlgfcwiy* 
overatme their opposition is not known; tit any rate 
tiie K ionites ultimately recognised ^ n*id ns heir presump¬ 
tive lu (iic throne’* mid remained loyal to him throughout 
Ids reign. This lasted hut three years* He died in 

November 0 «a. two mouths and n half after the buttle of 
Harm, at the early age of thirty-eight* At his death (he 
vast empire found itself without a, master. It was not that 
YrhTiI died leaving no son; lie left several; but the Khn- 
iifate was elective and not hereditary. This important 
principle had not been laid down by Mdtammed—who laid 
come to no decision on the point—but by the Klmlif ‘Ouutr, 
who was not, like the 1 ‘rophet, wholly lacking in political 
foresight, and who wielded undisputed authority as tegis 
iiitor.' He it whs who declared, in an allocutionpronmimed 
iu the Mosque at Medina, that “if any man shall be pm- 
daitntd sovereign, without the mi tfrages of all Islam, sm-h 
nomination shiul be null and void, * I t is true that appli- 
cation of Lius principle had always l»ecn evaded, but though 
Yazid hijnsclf had not been popularly elected, his father had 
lit h-jist taken the precaution to cause allegiance to be sworn 
to him ns successor to the throne* Yazid. hnwen er. had not 
taker, this step ; death churned him in the prim* of life, and 
Ins eldest son—turned Mu'&wjyi after his gmnd tat her—hod 
this no real right m .lie Khalifftto. lt is probable, never 
thetas, that he would Imve succeed*! in gami ng recognition, 
if the Syrians, the effective makers of Khalits tit tins epoch, 
h,*i in supporting linn.. But ili.y <iu no, * 

juhI i, «■*, rumoured Hint Mu'iwij* lioradF iind n<> l-mlrer- 

» WftaetrffH, ^ ■ue%trjjj/j, p. 205. 

« Sw is 4,1 nipim. 

* C/ Javrtnti flte* namnifn (1002}, f. 5*2. ^ 
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ir, JT* after sovereignty, This young man's true suntimenK 
art; shrouded in profound mystery, if we are to beli 
Mosleni historians, Muftrijii resembled his father in m» 
respect: rn his eyes, right was on the side of the .Medina*:; 
and wher! he heard of the ricUay of Ilarra, the sack of 
Medina and the dentil of the Companions of Mohammed, 
he shed tears. Hut these historians, prejudiced by theo¬ 
logical leanings, have sometimes falsified history. and 
t lev arc Contradicted by an almost, rontemiiorarv Spanish 
diromder. who, writing practically at the dictation of the 
Syrians settled m Spam, declares that the voung Mu*ftwiva 
was a counterpart of bis father, Bfc this* as ft muv. the 
kaisiies would not bow down to a prince whose- grand- 
T.iother and mother wen both Kvlhites, nor would they 
submit ty the n»Lborit> of the Kdhite. Haas** ibn HM. 

, Hahd » 1 ' Governor of Palestine ami the district of 
Jordan, who had taken up the reins of government in his 

{irwtiU i ri evemvhere assumed u 

,, nf htuile and unc of their chiefs, Zofnr of the Lrihe 
ot kibib. raised the standard of revolt in the district of 
k inrsrm wbw* he expelled the Kdbite -govcmor.'^td 

, S, " c '- !t ‘ lu ;l 4 come necessmy- to set up a 
rival candidate, Zofar declared for -Abdallah ribn Zuhair- 

"'3^ %Y SC, jT V< i Ver * t]lC K * bUc * Uj(>k S®t tfe slightest 

SSf?‘ ; ,rthf,,Jux Priy hence gained a strange ally, 

5S&3 J $ 0l,t to . u P* l ®5 lbc of the ion* of 

^ ® Zofar taught it his duty to 

ddUicr ui edifying harangue from the pulpit. But. 

^oogh a nede orator and poet, after the imiimer of the 
l ° “"(^'"tdy not well primed with 
^VT ? ra5 ^’- a,ld *»* dWftMtfo r * n xmttuo^ discourse. 

t etbn'inr 11 S S£ S &5 ° f Jlis ** «l«ISeTSTS 

orethreu in anisv shook with laughter 

Mu‘awiya 11 survived his father for forty days, ,/r perhaps 

ter ‘teSs *'* 1 -5 

5 s t, s> : r rr 

d«v anil dcnni m i it 4 ' 1 v ‘ i t. l ^ 0r UI1 Kniir was chosen one 

Wkind wlS to l!bL5“ M,Ll!r!, 

te! terror 1 . * ^Stessis 

ftat t w “ no?gftgg JV wWW-Haa,' of deco* 

11 ™ 1,01 ““*> lu U-d •'■■I Umnyvad willing to come 






i.«f DJ 1 AHHAKS NEUTRALITY 7 t 

forward am candidate. \ Valid. grandson of Abii Sufyan nod 
former Governor of Medina, had confuted Lo do so. hut 
while praying over the eurjiv- of MinYwiya II ht W 
stricken by pestilence and died. Ibn Ilabdtd would have 
liked to see biiilid—brother of Mu'/iwiyji—Khalit, hut 
since Ik- was only sixteen, and the Arabs would tolerate 
none hut an adult, the idea wk impracticable, He accord¬ 
ingly approached 'Othmfin.* but the latter, believing Jib 
family’s otuse a lost one. refused, and gave his support to 
the more fortunate Ibn Xubuir, whose part} was now daily 
increasing- In Syria all the Kabites declared for him. 
Already supreme’in Kinnisrin. they soou became martens 
of Palestine, ami the Guv tumor nf Emesa—N u'uuiii ibn 
Bashir,the Hdper—also espoused Ibn Zutrtdr’k cause. ibn 
Balrhil, OH the other hand, could reckon only on Jordan, 
tht least important tff tho live distriefcv of S\ ri-t, I IiufC 
the people had sworn to obey hint, on tiie single condition 
that lie would not confer the Khalifatu uri any of \ s 
sum. since they were too young. In Damascus, the niort 
important district of ah. the Governor, Dhrdih&k, ot Hu 
tribe of Filirp maintained neutrality. He eoiild not. in 
foci, make up his mind. Formerly in command of the 
guard lie bid been otic of Hie most intimate confidants 
of Miruwiva J. and he tould not countenance a Mecejui 
candidate.‘ But as n MafeddiU-. he was loath to make 
common cause with the Kvtbits- chief: hence h«s irresolu¬ 
tion. In order to test the intentions of the Governor wm 
people of Damascus. Ibn Baluhd sent Hie mrnier a kttcr 
to br read in the Mosque on n Friday. Hits letter was 
full of adulation of the Omovywk «»') invectives against 
Ibn Zuhuir; but Ibn BuhdaL fearing that the Governor 
would refuse to read it in public, took the precaution ol 
entrusting « copv to the messenger, with the imuwdiou that 
if Dluddmk did not read the original t«. the Ara - 
Damascus he was to read them the copy hmv-1, .11 unud 
out as k had expected. On Friday, when Dkd.huk mounted 
the nuluit, he did" not make the slightest reference l«l« 
fXr witk-h he fat* ttcmtd. Thereupon Ibn Bahd-1. 
monger stood up and read it k-foretbepcookSearcdy 

had he made an end before dioabi «Jp 

fiahdal’s words art- true I cm-d some: Nayl he Jiettl 
cried others. A prodigious tumult ensued, and the sacred 

l ^ - an—t la «***» 
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precincts. wli!ch,us m all Moslem countries, servetf tea pb,ce 

F X i ;l *‘ w I1 "* ceremonies, rat ,« 

™ t'^Abuwlfvdk'datfinejinoMu r lw Karaites andKtdhS 

Z~~ *?* n ** l,Mk Pruned silence and brought the service 

lo ft dtwe. but as to his own opinions vouchsafed not a word. 

, . w *?. ■ srt ?* tion s . Vria wbm SlosJim's soldiers 
rttum. ci to her native county But Ibn >Oklm m longer 

Ud them. 1 he events which fmd taken place in I he mcan- 
jjme may lx- briefly narrated- After tin- rapture of Medina 

H2£! l,, rfh , ° J™ *?*«»** iJ,rtt tilnc of the hjittle of 
hkn?;" ; no v klU ^; 1 **e ^Hh regimen imposed hy 
iL7/^r , ” W n,at 1 ■*«* chastised the rebels.” hi 

numler , <;iN [ j |' S* sinf * 1 *“• ^in ‘OthW* 

„ r “J Us ; iV^ 1 Wl ? f ,,iri,(tn ae mv .sirbi. 1 When he 

r rl T N f ,irn, - v **■»• three da^‘journey of MW 
, f t J 11 * approaching, he sent for Ilia general Husain 

g?** [* V** comifSer-in^ iS 

tf t eneul ol Muslim * death. Husain was of <hc tribe of 
SiUcun and tWorc, like Morffau, a Kejbite but the latter 

dSshT n”’ f<>r -u d ? ubttt! *»» ability and tenacity " VI 

SS^S® M ll ,!f J 17101 ttmt brutlil «W»dour which characterised 

him, he blurted out: “ Thou are alxuo t„ "j 

thnl iLmnrt t t i . , ai «iui to succeed Jiie, ash 

V"-' u ‘«. 1'untic'Khalifs 

|,„' rfit r I P" 4 *?' l "' wc ‘ VCT - l " ™y rfv iw: thou 

rained huge stonesuouu ti„. k ?A j Uls , cnU pulU first 
then hv his order's a Svriui. I ^ ** <<1,d srnasbet * Hs column* : 

• torch totSjTto «m. 

w« pil.'lied in the cr!, r t Vim nV, " "“t* which 

itistintlv cattofit lire iikI tl-rf, 1 1 ■■'<|(ic ; the tent 

in^ of the .cmnie- “hr hX K 7 T* 4 ™* "> <** W 

Moliaiiuriodnn Xi„«. V, *' 
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For Lbeir part, the Meccans—aided by n multitude of 
Nonconformists who, forgetting for the time their hatred of 
the orthodox. Booked enthusiastically to defend the earn'd 
territorv—sustained llir siege with much courage, until 
tiding of Yatld's death suddenly eluuiged il it whole aspect 
Of affair*. To Ibn Zuhnir the news caused unspeakable 
joy t to Jlttsain it was a thunderbolt. This gene ml. cold, 
calculating and selfish—unlike Muslim, who hud been 
devoted hotly and soul to the masters whom he served - 
was too well aware of the tension between parlies in Syria 
not to foresee the outbreak of civil war, and being under 
no delusion wjth regard to the weakness of she Umayyads, 
it appeared to him that submission to the Meccan Khalit 
was the only remedy against anarchy. and tin- only means 
of safety both for' his army, which was gravely com* 
promised, and lor himself wlm was still more so, He there* 
fore invited ibir Zubair to an interview on the following 
night at a specified place, Ibn Zubair inode his appearance, 
A tui Husain said to him in a whisper, inaudible to the 
Syrian bystanders: 

« ( am prepared to recognise thee us Ivhaiif on condition 
that thou proclaimed u general amnesty, and c sat Lest no 
vengeance %r the blood shed at Lbt siege of Mecca and 

the liotLle of Ilami. ,T ... T , ,* 

»Nm\" replied Ibn Zuhair. m a loud voice, ‘ 1 should 
ml rest'content if 1 had slain ten of my cnontfe lor cncli 
of my dead comrades ! ” 

' Cursed lie lie who henceforth regariieth thee as » man 
of sense,” cried Husain. « I trusted in tliv diwetion; but 
when I whisper to thee thou replies! in a loud ro “»* 1 

offer thee the Khali&te. and thou thwatenest me with 

^Knpwiiig that reconciliation with Ibn Zubnir w** hence¬ 
forth impossible, Husain set out with us army ftw Kyrm. 
On the march he met Mtrwfln. Ucturmug to Mrd na 
alter the battle of Hurra, Mcnv m had again been expt 1b d 
theme bv lhn Zubair* unlem. and had proceeded ■ 
Uaraiwcui. There he found the cause of in, faimlv «clh 
nigh desperate, and in no mtcrvivw with £ 

undertook to visit Mecca and \nfonn ■'». Xuli^ir n t the 
Svriiuis were rcadv to obtV his orders. Ibis soih, 

E?inimili-ding himself with his former enemy. 
He was on his way from Dunaaens to Mecca when H““jj 
met him. The General, after assuring Mcrwnn tlmt lie w 1 




74 


SPANISH IS LAM 


iattcr^SS^f U,e Mocmn daill ^at. Manx! that if tf* 
ouM f U r ?“ mwc to niis « the Omayvad FmitAer fie 
£2 2H*,* h * « Men v An minted thTp£ 
JS5; r? d ., - solved to convoke a kind of Diet u t 

iitmUr. PUrpoS,: <*i the choin: of „ 

DiitCx! nn,S 1 “ [ o ! i* y *‘ te,K ! cd “rr" 

mri &&&* 

Kiudid, y o rr ;?:• 

Srt£‘ '»* HtepsaMdenccmptd 

Kllsbffirtt- Ult !** <>*' the 

be foiijfht rtSf^bSSL^Cr ,,Unri i d tr,c Kdbites i» us t 

d lt y i^proacbed. the mu^^jv 

°u n u!o? tr^i^ 1 ^ c ^ id ' 3 tE i^iTSrt/ 

tomJ fJolhw l^araLi tf°j& f 1 ”^ , vvi ^ DimlMk, 
art «J good a t ,U L fhn^ii f?? !f K f ^ if? r *tou 

Ftattered by these JL , /^T ‘ >r ihn Zuhair T 

Kie means of escape FmmkiTf l <,1J - V to have 

not demor, and aim mist ered tl }!** i i0 n i>i|Q hhiih did 
Ksisites,, - . oath of allegiance to the 

»&&&%?%' d W j» lasted far 

in vain lie exclaimed:^**Onf ^* ,dl !: ' ltt; Mcnvln accepted, 
man: should we pul forwini^ tmiei \P u1 : forward mi old 
*hBd The Z$ w»T2? M tf ° JS jJm - t * 

” if Merwiin betaine Klmlif‘‘ ihl'- 1 * 1 T** *°° P°p. Wt ^ 

his slaves ; fie hath ten sous ten j 7i * ud ' j " c s ™> u,d 1x3 

Moreover, they SoSTJ^f ,-**"*’ ^ nephews, 

hmnch of the Omavviuk * b>rdimer. The 

naturalised in Syria fat 1Ul , {\*“*^ belonged was 

resided in Mcdlim Ihn ji i Y'i fln j !?? ^ am ^' hud nivvuvt 
«* ««Wtb yidlX bo^vir. 

upon film the fact that ikJ ' hlJ t impressed 

favour in gnjg «“ f »bo»h« bbu 1 fnt 

“ y to SSE apo,, fe, ffi Sfcjg 
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po*.lv, to govern iti accordance with their advice, ami to 
mv them jujoiisidtniUe sum uiinually. 1 

' Dm BshdaL further stipulated Unit the youthful Khiilid 
should lx* Merwjin'i successor, mid that in the mean while 
he should be Governor of Emesa. All having bee* wuled. 
«neof the chiefs of t.hetribe of Snkim, Malik son of J Inbuiru, 
a keen partisan of Khllld, said to Merwutt with in wrogant 
sine I thrtrjitciun^r flir * 14 W t shall not take the tiath to L!ice 
which is properly taken to a Khtdif, os successor oi -lie 
Prophet, for m tight trig under thy banner we have in view 
uidv (.Ills world's goods. If thou treater*! us well, as did 
Muhiwiya and Yuzid, we will aid thee; if nt j, h thou wlit 
find to thy cost that we have no more esteem lor thee than 
for «iy other Kitmslule." . 

•The I Jici of JAbi* having dosed, at the end of June, 
—more than seven months after Yard's death-—Merwiu), 
ueeom imiiied bv the Kelbites. t > h u Wm iils, Jinks a kites. • ft 'H* 
nites, mid other Yemenite tribes, marched against DhnhJAk. 
to whom the three governors who sided with mm had sent 
contingents. 3Sofur commanded in person the troops of 
his own province, Kinnisrin. 1 hiring Ins advance ftjermii 
received news as unexpected us it was agreeable; namuseus 
had declared lor him. A G liquid chief, instead of repair¬ 
ing to Jtibia, hud Iain in hiding in the Capital. Assembling 
the Yemenites us soon us he heard of Mem'S n s election ic 
SH.ir.eil Damascus by a coup dc mo in. and compelled tin- 
Governor, llhahMk * nominee, to seek safety in so iirtn-ipj- 
tatv a Might that he was unable to remove the public treasure. 
The bold (rluwu'uiid thereupon hastened to mfonn M em an 
oi‘ the success of his enterprise, and to send him money. 

^Afief the two armies, or rather the two nations, came 
to %o face upon the Held <rf Itfd.it, twenty days wert 
Spent in skirmisher and singh combats. A 
ruent followed. -So Woody a tottle bad never lm fiugt 
before," writes an Arab historian, and the KatsiUs -,i r 
loving eighty ot'-thdr sheiks, amongst whom was Dhahbah 
himself, were utterly routed/ 


■ Cvmm* ■' cajitdltllnft" <*4^*^"?) •*•***'>' th " "'**** ^ 
t>f I IcniiiJirk. trff. Alien. WW. j a J ^Luwl ttio victory by liw Sn»m*»lT 

kjs^^SCsSS 


J _I_| (Ti*n*1. 

punuit it tho fulfil^ 




76 


SPANISH ISLAM tit 

r *■ 

This Battle of Mmj BShit was never forgot [qq by Kcl- 
oites or Kiiis.itt-s. uiift seventy-two years [atur it was fought 
uFresli, >o to speak. in Spain. It was the favourite subject 
for poets of both the rival peoples: inspiring them with 
dissnts of joy and victory, or, tm the other hand, with 
lamentations, anti dies of vengeance. Just us the rout 
brat me getieml t Zofar had beside him two chiefs of the 
tnbe of Suiayju, His charger was tile only one which 
could compete in speed with the pursuing Kdbites, and iris 
two companions, seeing the enemv on the point of over- 
takmg them. tricri. Flee. Zofar. Hce ! We are dead men ! ” 
hpumiig Uis Jioi si.'. ZoUit and his. two fnend^ were 

slam* 


I tow L'SUJ I IfJWW linpplj he Uiui:nt«J !nl«r. " tin re t ahor.itom-d 

lh.i Anuraut) llu. Mi'ii, ami Hamm&jn in m> inure? NVwr hud mi* man 
.pen rnr UrUhir n> huhm; iwt on tlict fttni nantPK whim I wu ,- uutttied 
. r .■TlismffBiwct hi- till? for mine <*01? U. my o-U-Lfr—I ih.indfmnJ im 

S ft™, ’ k r,? ' ln ^" L \° T r T* lf! ict «-f wcakum hftft 

III nil Illy . uj! I„vtK.Tdrirmg? Sh*|| W| l^vr t!i« Krll.ilr- 

isrr ■ , . ,M,r ■ 1 >"► b*ctbn n frit at juhft. 

X Jhl 1 i W ^IT feijjototheia, lid in,. 

Ki-llfilc poet replied in , poem of which only two 

verses are extant: 7 

*** h«t *+rickim with o -urd™ 
im hmh - 7 l<! "T" s' "«**"««■ 'rib^XOKi at St,lo*M Amir 

“* ft *f i b * uik " i '* l«* Iiii|». hr wiJl 

FP1ll ‘ w 3, J ** 'w the sorrow* of widm y JaiJ j uqihli!- ,fc 

Kdbi £ P 0 * Crated the victory of his 
fellow^Wbesine]!. He gloats over the shameful flight of 
Uie W<* tv hull, m their haste t hey tiling my- their 
Miimlurds. whirl i fell »like thirsty birds which circle in the 

bv iS’Jt "i?. 5 ?"t ST ““ Wa V " He cnmnJJte one 

Ik Kaisile dm ] -—even* tribe h:is itj own to inincnt : 
Uk’*™?* 1 ^ '* ,rpr aJJ H, \hc buck! Vtfill tilery- wen- 

=. mi ssaftafisifi ? 

!to S s S s -SIS v^;:'va? i mm 




CHAPTER VII 

KUAI1EJITE3 AND SHlTTBS 

W hile Morwftu—made master of Syria by Iils victory 
on tin* Field of Rfihit—was preparing to subdue 
Effvnt /ofar, henceforth leader ot his party, threw hnmdf 
into Kir ckesifC a fort ns- in Mesopotamia, iyir^ to the <*£ 
of Kinnisriu at the confluence of (.lie Khabnr uftd the 
Euphrates. Kirckt-ia luwmc by degrees the headquarter 
of the Kaaites. Hostilities on a Urge scale bang mu praet ie- 
ahle, Llu-V confined themselves to a war ol amWhes and 
•flight attacks—but nevertheless waged it ruthlessly. Led 
hv Zufar's lieutenant -Umair ihii Hobab. they pillaged (he 
'kclhltc encampments in the desert «>| Stiiiuwa. giving no 
miuHer. and in their savagery even tipping up Uie womci*. 
iei. r Sjj\ir emi iltt marauders returning laden with booty 



time of advensilv. U yc ixeioitcs i /engeanct- is ours, V<wnS 

desert of Som&wa flu them* *nd take with vmttJieso^s 
of Bail dal: Go. seek safety where vile slaves drudge 

to 15 * -*» «• f-r^ 

The strangest and most extravagant doctrines 

, ,i *,-r-i,iies were evcrywtierv in mms, * u 

STS tt SLu: pally, ita Mrf ««l*r Ibr 

t (% .VYrtir* JfWrn* > liiL SQL 
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Omayynd- nor Urn /ulwiir, Scarcely n man in 'Mk fell 
respect for the diameter of the latter.'or sympathy with the 
principles he represented; and yet, shut- every attempt i© 
establish a national government at Basra or Kii'fa had failed, 
tin; Moderates ended by acknowledging him, inasmuch as 
they believed him the only man obit to maintain some 
semblance of order in the kind. One section of the party 
consisted of Moslems whose faith was lukewarm, nnd whose 
ideal was to live a pleasant and indolent lifer the rest, still 
more heedkss of the momnv, preferred doubt to enthusiasm 
am! negation to Impe. They worshipped nnd sacrificed to 
only one god. That god was pleasure—the pie re gratifica¬ 
tion of the senses. The graceful mid witty pen of -Omar 
ibn A hi itabi'n,* the Arab Anacreon, ha# written tln-ir 
liturgy. The two most eminent and influential nobler, of 
Hrtsra Ahaaf and liar it ha. were exact lv representative of 
the two shades or the party. The name of the former occurs 
fmjuently in Uu- history of this period, but merely as that 
of an adviser: he was for ever talking but never acting. As, 
chief of the Femii u, he was, however, held in such uu hounded 
cstcetn hy the tribe. that Mu'nvriyn f seas wont to $uv : “ If 
lie were to tiy into a mge, a hundred thousand Tcinitnite* 
would share his anger without asking its enure.* Fortu¬ 
nately. he wits incapable of wrath : his forbearance was pro- 
icrbi.il; even when he summoned his tribe to .inns it wn> 
understood tlmt it was merely t« please the beautiful Zabrii, 
Ins mistress, who rules] him tyrannically: <- ZabrA is in an 
ill humour to-day F the soldiers would remark. Since 
Afmaf was moderate in all things, lift religion steered » 
midtUc course between fervour and indifference. He did 
penance for his sins, but the jietiance wag not severe. In 
expiation for each nusderd he would pass his Huger swiftli 
through a lamp-flame, and exclaim, with a little cry of pniti, 

“ u here fore didst thou commit that sin i ‘ To be guided 
by a cmittous but unswerving egoism, not descending to 
' ll phcit\ nr rnnu:; to preserve mi attitude of juirty neutrality 
as far ns lie could; to acknowledge the existing government, 
wen if illegitimate, without censure or flatten , nnd without 
seeking hivours from it—such was the line of conduct which 
he had marked out for himself ill his youth, and from which 
,ie never swerved. Abnafs diarketer was devoid of svm- 
pathy. pa ty and magnanimity; yet, while this narrow and 
selfish opportunist was as incapable of in spin tig enthusiasm as 

* t. Hun, t.iirtniirrm tlUOUh rp, If-r. 
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of feeling it. lie was universally admired for his* good nature, 
hi* unvarying d rabbity, and liis conciliatory disposition. 

A brilliant ami witty rcprr.mL-ntal.ive of the old pugnn 
nubility, HArith* passed for a deep drinker and did not 
demur to tlv: imputation. Whenever he luid choice of a 
prefecture lu- always preferred one which produced the 
richest wines. His religious sentiments were no mystery to 
his friend's. *■ A strange sight truly, " remarked n poet who 
was his kinsman, “to seeHiritha assisting at public worship 
while tie has no more faith than a chimera ' His courtesy, 
however, was exquisite, and hi^ conversation was lauded its 
being at ones; sprightly and instructive—•furtheniiore, he 
was dialing uislicd 'among his idJow-couatiymen iW his 
bravery, tl the truth lie told, the men of ' Irak were, as a 
rule-incredible cowards. During ’Obakkillah's ^>venwr- 
ship, two thousand of Uieni. sent Lu subdue some forty 
Kblrejites, durst Tint attack them. I have little desire, 1 
said their commander, “to have my funeral oration pro¬ 
nounced by ‘Gbaidallah: 1 prefer his censure. 

' The other two great parties—namely the kMiwptes and 
the SbWteftMwere composed of sincere and ardent believer*. 
But these two sects, though they had the same startuig- 
pniiU. diverged ns they advanced, and endedi by regarding 
both religion and government from wholly diner ent points 

of - view. - || 

The Kliirejitcs were noble and ardent wmK. who. in a 
self-seeking age, preserved their rciigiou, purity whose 
hearts were not set upon earthly 1 lungs, and who had too 
ioftv an idea of Hod to do him men bp*service and to 
drowse in conventional aiut sluggish piety Htcv were rut , 
disciples of Mohammed—but of Mohammed such as he was 
in tile early years of his mission, when virtue and nj^noi. 
alone fiUed his soul with enthusiasm: while the orthodox .a 
Medina were the disciples rather of tiia other Molwmmcd 
—the conscious impostor win-.' insatiable mi.hitiun thirtrd 
to subjugate the world with the sword. In the days when 
civil war was cruelly ravaging tin provinces oi the vast 

. . ♦ a'.M. _ ifri iinrftlL :1s i' It HIS 



said thev, " whether we descend - -- — * 

we air all children of Islam, we worship the unity oi t^J, 
and God is last pleased wilii him who best show* his grati- 

• A pewettod c<pfc*«on I if. AMI •Mat), iL &*. 
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tude.'" If they laid stress oft equality and fraternity, ii was 
because their ranks were recruited hither from tlie working- 
classes Until From the aristocracy. Justly indignant at tin; 

rormpti.if their contemporaries—who gave themselves 

up. wit limit scruple itnd without shame, to every form of 
vice and licentiousness, in the In:lief that in order to Mot out 
;i!I their sins it sufficed to attend public prayers and make 
pilgrimage to Mecca—the Kharcjites preached that faith 
without works is dead, and that sinners as well as unbelievers 
will Im; damned. Extravagant ideas, kt fact, prevailed as to 
the absolving power of faith : and yet the fujtli was then 
often little else than mere deism. Wits of lax morality. 
ii 1 they ever thought of heaven, counted on'easily gaining 
entrance there. •■What preparation hast thou made for 
such a day as this ?" asked the pious theologian Ha^on’ 
of the poet Fprasadak who stood liesidc him at n funeral 
14 Tim witne ss that 1 have home for sixty v-ears to lIic unity 
o! I *od, replied the poet calmly. 1 The Khslrejites inveighed 
this theory. " If this lie true;’ they urged, ** Satan 
himself will escape damnation. Doth not ho believe in the 
unity of God?” 

In eyes of a fickle, : frivolous, sceptical, and semi- 
pagan society, a religion so impassioned, corn I lined will) 
morality so austere, constituted a heresy. Its extirpation 
was demanded; for scepticism sometimes proscribes piety in 
the name of philosophy, just as piety so inch rues proscribes 
rat tor ml nm in the mum- ui Mid. The Government, for 
tiicir part, were iiiitunlly rdanned at. these democrats ami 
Levellers. Un- Omuyyad* might have ignored them, or 
«™ patronised them, if they had eon lined themselves Lo 
decbring that the founders of the orthodox party, the self- 
styled sainb of I slam ism—such as TaJba. Zuhair, *Ali, and 
Ayesha the Prophet’s widow—were ambitious hypocrites: 
Imt they went much further. Following the example of the 
Orthodox at Medina, they dossed the Omujyads among un 
believers th^drspui.d the exclusive claim of the Kumt.it** 
to the Khah/ate they boldly denied tin* the Prophet find 
declared spiritual and temporal authority to belong to that 
irda- alum- hvm man, they said, is efigibje for the Kha- 
1 bite, whatever hut landing—whether be belongs to the 
highest nobility, or to the lowest ranks of society—be he 
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Kumshite or slave a H:tiigcrou*. tine trine, which cut nt the 
very root of tjje constitution. Nor was this j,|| - dreaming 
of a perfect Shite, these simple folk - such was their passion 
? huerty preached that a Khalil' was only necessary to 
euro ill-doers, and that true hclteiers, being virtuous men, 
wuid very well dispense with one. The Government and 
Hu- aristocracy of ‘Irak accordingly determined to cru-di, by 
a combined effort, the Khrircjites'find their doctrines—just 
as the Syrian nobility had aided the Omcvyuds in their con- 
Mict wit h the Companions of the Prophet. A ruthless nn d 
enid persecution, directed by Obaiduilah, wiw set on foot, 

J he sceptical philosopher, the man who had vein passed the 
deatli ot tlie Prophet’s grandson, shed in torrents tile blood 
Or those whom in his heart he must have regarded as Mn- 
Imni-bird S true disciples. Mi ire over, they were, just then, 
!:u from formidable; vanquished by ‘All in two sanguinary 
buttles, they no' longer preached publicly, but secluded 
themselves, nur] had even deposed their chief because be dis¬ 
approved of I heir inaction ami of their intercourse with Arabs 
ol utiler sects. Neverlliele.ss, fire, as their enemies well 
knew, yet siiirfnliiercd beneath the ashes, ready to he burned 
bit** a Hume, The Nonconformists secretly disseminated 
their priltcijiH with a fiery eloquence which was irresistible 
lieciuse it sprang from the heart. '* T’hi?. heresy must be 
destroyed root and brand)," replied ‘Obuidulkdi to those 
who urged that the sectaries were noL dangerous enough to 
warrant such extreme measures; "These men are more 
formidable than you suppose; their lightest words kindle 
the souls of men, as a tiny spark ignites a heap of rushes," 
The Kliarejitcs endured I he terrible ordeal with wholly 
admirable constancy- Self-possessed and resigned, they 
walked with a firm step to the scaffold, reciting prayers and 
verses of the Koran, and glorifying God, they received the 
fatal blow. Never did they itc<?K to save their lives, by 
breaking their word. An agent of the Government, arrested 
011 c of them in the. street. •* Get me enter my house for a 
moment, said the Kbarejitc. “tlmt 1 may purify myself 
and pmv," Who will answer for your return I"* "God,” 
replied the K hiin j ite. who did not fai t to surrender. Another, 
undergoing imprisonment, astonished even his jailer by his 
exemplary piety anti persuasive eloquence. ** Your doctrine* 
seem lofty and holy,” said the jailer, “and I will render you 
a service. I will permit you to visit your family during the 
night, if you will promise me to return hither nt day break.' 
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“ I promise," said the prisoner, and henceforth the jailer 
released him every day at sunset. One night, while the 
khiirejite sat with hi* family, some friends cun it- in with the 
news that the Governor, exasperated nt the assassination of 
one of the execu Li oners, had ordered all the heretics Llicn 
inowcerutd to he beheaded. In spite of the entreaties of 
his friends, urid the tears of his wile and childrens who be- 
sought him n»t to deliver himself up to certain death, the 
Khiirejitq returned to the prison. "Could I stand before 
God* face,*' he said, “if 1 had broken my word?” On 
entering his ceil hr saw a troubled expression on the worLliy 
warder's lace. " Make thy mind easy," said Lhe prisoner,**! 
know thy masters decree." "Thou k no west it! and yet 
thou hast, returned !” cried the jailer, lost in amazement 
and admiration. * 

The courage of the women rivalled that of the men. 
The pious Huljo, warned that -< Ibnidalkih find the day before 
pronounced her name—which from lib lips wils equivalent 
to a sentence of death"—refused to Luke her friends' advire 
and conceal herself. " If he arrests me,” she said, “ so much 
the worse for him, for God will punish him? hut 1 would 
not that one of our brethren should he disquieted on ray 
behalf.*' With calmness and resignation she" awaited the 
executioners, who. after they had cut off her hands and feet, 
cast her body into the market-place. 

Such transcendent heroism and piety excited the sym¬ 
pathy and admiration of ulj just men, and sometimes inspired 
the very executioners with respect At the sight of tlie won 
mid emaciated enthusiasts, who scarcely ate or slept, and 
'cemed clad in an aureole of glory, a divine dread seized the 
nrm uplifted to strike. Soon, however, it was Fear rather 
than reverence that mode the executioners hesitate. The 
persecuted sect evolved a secret society whose mem hers 
acted in unison. On the morrow of every execution ;t 
headsman was found assassinated. Tfiis was 11 beginning of 
armed TL-ststatiee, but it did not satisfy tlie zealots of the 
party. It must lx reniemliened that ifl the eyes of the 
sect, ns well as of Moslems in geuetul. utcek resignation to 
punishment was regarded rather as h weakness than a merit. 
The Mohammedan, as well as the Catholic Church, is cssen- 
tiully n Church militant, if in a different sense The ex¬ 
tremists therefore reproached the more moderate for their 
intercourse with " robbers and infidels/’ and for what they 
termed their supine ness and cowardice, while the poets. 
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joining m these reproaches, issued a call to m-nis when it 
whs noised it broad that Muslim was about to u LI tick the 
Holy Cities. This crisis was pregnant with the fate of the 
sect, of which Nfijfl* ibn Axrak was then the most 
eminent member. Collecting his friends, he rushed to tin- 
defence of the srtera! soil, and Ibn Ztibuir—who iiad declared 
that in fighting against the Arabs of Syria, he would accept 
aid from Dnilamites, Turks, pagans, and barbarians—received 
him with open arms, and even assured him that fie was a 
convert to the new doctrines. -So long as the siege of 
Mecca lasted the KMrcjiles performed prodigies of valour, 
but they afterwards became convinced that Isetwecn the 
head of* the orthodox Church and them wives union was 
impossible. They accordingly returned to Basra, and Inter, 
profiting by the universal ribmrder. settled in the province 
of Abwoz/whence they drove out tin: government officials. 

Henceforth, the Khurejitev—or at any rate those of 
Ahwfc. whom the Arabs calk-4 Axrakites, after the father 
of N«fi‘—were no longer content with avoiding nil eotumuui- 
rotton with A rubs who were not of their sect, and with 
declaring LhaUit was a sin to dwell among them, or to eat 
animals shun by them, or to intermarry with them. Exas¬ 
perated bv JUrtuy Years of persecution, and thbsting for 
vengean ce* their character grew cruel and ferocious; they 
pushed their principles to the most rigon.ni- eimditriojis. 
and found in the Koran—which they interpreted modi as 
certain English and Scottish sects in the seventeenth < entury 
interpreted the Bible—arguments to justify and sanctify their 
implacable hatred. All other Arabs were either unbelievers 
or—wlitcli came to the same thing—sinners; they must, 
therefore 1 w extirpated if they refused to accept the creed 
of Uod-S people, for Mol mini tied left the pagan Arabs no 
alternative to Iskmixm nave death. None ought to be 
spared, neither women nor infants at the hros-st, for in the 
Koran Nonh saitli : “ Lord, leave not one single family of 
Infidels on the Earth: for if thou leave them they wD 
beguile thy scrvunai and will beget «raiy sinners, infidels, * 

Their extermination hod been desired: in turn they 
hinged to exterminate t heir persecutor*. Martyrs no h'tiger, 
they had become executioners* Soon* murking slitir route 
:it torrents of blood, they advanced on Basra, l riupenkalJc 
terror reigned in the tow'll. The inhabitant-. who, as we have 
v,, ii. confessed their cowardice with revolt ing cynicism, Imd 
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only their own troops and their own couragi: to rely upon, 
for they had just shaken off their Oiu&yyad rulers ami had 
not yet acknowledged Dm Zubair. To make tnatLt-jTi worse, 
t hey hud been so ill-ad vised as to place the Kuroahite llubbii' 
at Lbc head of the government—a niuu of immense corpu¬ 
lence, hut otherwise u mere nonentity. Nevertheless, since 
their property, their families, and their lives wvr^ at stake, 
tin* very gravity of the danger imparted to them some 
energy, ami they sallied forth to meet the foe with more 
alacrity and courage Bum they usually displayed when there 
wns fighting toward, They cnme in touch with the enemy 
near Duhih, mid hostilities continued for a month. Nifi' 
was slain in a skirmish, and the Arabs of ihism lost three 
commanders in successioni at last, wearied by so long a 
Campaign, discouraged by the indecisive results of so nany 
combats, and exhausted by their unaccustomed exertions, 
they Felt that they had mistaken their strength, and returned 
to their homes. *IraL would thereupon have been overrun 
by the fierce sectaries if HAnt ha had not barred the wav at 
Hie head of his fellow-tribesmen the (Ihoddiiuites. "Un¬ 
dying disgrace will be otus," he cried to his. companions in 
arms, " if we abandon our brethren at Basra to the hrutal 
ragv of the KIni rejitqs; and, tightmg as a vohiatcer, wittu>ii L 
ofiieial rank, he saved ‘Irak from the terrible scourge which 
threatened her. But the danger remained Imminent: 
rliirifha might tie defeated any day. and then nothing would 
prevent the enemy from penetrating to Basra. The inhwbi- 
tajjts accordingly saw no other means of safety except to 
join their forces with ihn Zubair's and to acknowledge him 
as Khalit, ^lhia they did, and Ibn Zubair sent them a 
Governor. The latter appointed his brother, 'Otlttulti by 
rvEme, commauder-in-cltt* On taking the field, and finding 
that be had the advantage in point of numbers over the 
enemy. ‘Othnifin exclaimed to HAritha, who had joined 
him: “ What 1 is that their army ! ” 

*' Thou little lumwest tliemT replied HAritha; *» they will 
give thee enough to do, I will answer for it." 

v l m ^phed *QthmAn disdainfully, •* I will make 
proof ot ! heir prowess ere I dine I" 

Rear in mind, General, that when those men are once 
in battle array they never retreat.” 

f know the men of TrAk. that they are cowards. And 
p Jj 0 * ** nri « in ftf **• Ab'n.n'ilftl. {«!. IV Jw#), 
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as for thee. Haritha, whatknowest thou of fightingt thmi 
lutsl hut! more practice in another mutter. . 

■OUitaftn accompanied these mortis with a -igiiificahi 
gesture, and nhritiui, furious at having been subjected ty 
Mi is pint u tie foreigner U» the twofold reproach yf coward ke 
and drunkenness, withdrew his men. and took no part in the 
engngemqnL 

A victim to iiis own presumption, ‘OLbiimn. after seeing 
hi'> troops in full retreat, perished upon the field* _ The 
KhurejiLcs were about to reap the fruits of their victory, 
when Haritlm, raising the fallen sfindard, aud pulling his 
tribesmen in battle array, checked the ousel oi tin enemy. 
M If lhmthii hud not been I here, remarks a jhjcL Vt -*n 
iusLlv. “not a man of‘Irak would have survived that fatal 
day. - When il is asked who saved Ll.e emmtty. Ma-iai- 
fJilcs ( md Yemenites answer with one accord, * Hantha. 

Unfortunately; the pietists whom I bn Zubtur sent m 
s 1 u 1 version as (ioveruors of 1 1rak failed to appreciate tin On y 
man wlw, amidst general cowardice. had shown courage 
and energv. Thev looked upon him as a winc-bibber ami 
an infidel, tlwv stubbornly refused to grant him the 
officio] position he demanded, and they did not send bun the 
Bdqfereemenfc which were absolutely necessary tor holding 
the encmv in check. At length the gsdhu.l warrior, hard 
pressed, was com tidied to save the remnant »f his forces by 
a ret real which resembled a flight. Pursued by the enemy, 
they readied the Utile Tigris, and hastily crowded into (mats 
U» cross the river. The Iroato were already Ui un*U ream 
when Haritha heard cries of distress from a gallant 1 uiiuinte. 
who had readied the river too late, anti was :dnjost o\ cr- 
takcu by the enemy- Haritha ordered the hitman Lo return : 
lie obeyed, but the bank was very steep, lunUhc rcmiBule. 
heavily armed, flung himsdl down into the boat. I he 
impact capsuled it, and all its occupants perished m the 
strewn. 'Irak had lost its Inst defender, Hie advance ol 
tlie Liiemy continued: they were already engaged on he 
construction of a bridge over the Euphrates, Many of the 
inhabitants had <luittU Jiasrn to jJ ,L t £ 

others prepared to follow thorn, and the fair inspire-*! byAbe 
terrible “ Round-heads n was so acute and widespread that 
the Governor could not find another commander for the 
arnl)F Then, a* though by inspiration from heaven, one 
thought flashed through every mind, one cry buret irem 
evtry mouth—" Muludbb alone can save us I And 
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Muhallrtb saved them, He was undoubtedly tm exceptional 
man. worthy in :il! respects of the enthusiastic mlrtjirrjf.ion 
shown for Min by a Christian hero. flic- Lid, when in his 
palace at Valencia he rend of the gallant deeds wrought by 
the doughty knights of Nani. 

Nothing escaped Muluillab’s clear-flighted] less; lie saw 
from the outset that a war of this kind called for something 
besides military genius in the General, and that to subdue 
these fanatics ever ready to conquer or die—who though 
transfixed by lances would rush upon the foe shouting: “<>h 
Lord, to thee we come!"—it wns necessary to oppose to 
them soldiers, not merely hardened and disciplined. but 
equally animated by religious enthusiasm. And Muhallnb 
worker! a miracle. He succeeded in transforming the 
sceptical men of'Irak into zealous believers; he persuaded 
them that the Khirejites were the Eternal s bitterest !'h-\ 
lie inspired them with longings for the- martyr s crown. 
When their courage wavered, lie boldly put in Mohammed's 
mouth w ords promising them victory—for, strange U> \nx, 
his talent for imposture equalled his lofty courage. Hence- 
forth his I, mop-; showed no sign uf wavering, anti victory" wn> 
their*. Ijceause they were convinced that it had been assured 
theni by heaven. This war. which lasted for nineteen years, 
was one long rivalry in fanatical hatred; it is impossible to 
say which party showed itself the most fiery, stubborn, and 
furiously implacable '* l\ ere 1 to see the pagan I Jailunutcs 
on the one side, and the Kharejiles on the oilier.” said 
one of Muhdfitbs soldiers, ■*! would (ling myself upon 
the latter, lor he who dieth at their bunds will wear in 
Paradise among the martyrs a crown of tenfold gloiy ! *' 

While ihisrn needed all its men and all its resources to 
repel the Kllarejites. another sect. Unit uf the Shi’itc-, caused 
keen alarm to the Ouuiyyads av well as to I bn Zubiiir. 

If the doctrines of Uie Khnrejites nece^uilv tended to 
democracy , those «( the ShFites led straight to despotism oi 
the worst kind. Refusing to admit that the Prophet had 
lind the mi prudence to leave the choieetif his successor to 
the multitude, they relied on certain highly ambiguous ex- 
prescinds of Mohammed us proving that he had expressly 
named ‘Aii to succeed him, and that the family of Ffttima s 
husband had rm hereditary right to the IQ ml date. Thti 
therefore* regarded as usurpers, not only the OmtivymK. I no 
Abu Itiiki-, ’((‘iiuir, and ‘(Khmau, and nt the same time they 

1 /brfvrrim (lftl), ll. S3. 
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deified lhe Khali f. aliening him to be incapable of sin, and 
to share mine of the frailties and imperfections uf himiaiuty. 
Premising Hie Khalil's divinity, the dominating.sect of Lbuse 
days—which hud been founded by Kaisati, 1 “tit* of ' Aii s 
fitted men—reached logically the melancholy cone Jti sign that 
faith, religion, and virtue consisted solely in passive submis¬ 
sion mid unquestioning obedience to the com mantis of a 
miin-god. This strange and monstrous doctrine, uncongenial 
to the Arab character, hod Iwieii hatcheti in the ltrains of the 
ancient disciples of Zoroaster, who—being accustomed to set- 
in their kings and priests descendants of thegods. or of divine 
and celestial beings— transferred to the heads of the new re¬ 
ligion Liic veneration which they had previously accorded to 
llieir monarchy/ for the Shhites were essentially :i Persian 
sect? 3 and were recruited for the most part from the t reed - 
men—in other words, from the Persians, lienee too it re¬ 
sulted til at the creed of the seel assumed the formidable 
aspect of a blind and furious war Against society: hating the 
dominant race, and envying U;*"r riches, these Persians de¬ 
manded their share of earthly wealth. Their leaders never¬ 
theless were -usually Aral*, who turned to account the 
credulity and fanaticism of the sectaries. At the period we 
now speak of they wca- under the leadership of Mukhtir*— 
11 maxi at once violent and subtle, heroic and unprincipled, 
u tiger in bis wrath And a (ox in bis tndtintss. liy turns 
KharcjiLc, orthodox—Zclmirite, as the phrase went—-and 
Shritc. he bad belonged to every party, from tliat which 
embodied democracy to that which presellcd nbwlutisin, 
and to justify these' frequent changes—calculated, as they 
were, to raise" doubts as to his sincerity and good f«th—he 
created a God after his own image, a deity essentially tickle, 
who would think, will, mid ordain to-morrow the opposite 
of that which lit thought, willed, and ordained yesterday- 
Thfc. grotesque doctrine llad a further advantage, for. while 
Mukhtlr prided himself on hi* prop]ietic powers, his pre- 
sentiments utid vision* wtre thereby sheltered Iroui adverse 
criticism; since ,1 they were not justified. bv fvciits, is 
would simply remark, “ God hath changed his mind I 


1 lVrotiprfy idwlilifi*! Iij *<mm Awk writer- *IA MtlkhlAr, «i hIiipm l«>4*-|itii»r(l 
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Nevertheless, hi spilt of appearances to the contrary, 
none was less Inconsistent or Jess variable Hum Mukhttr. 
If he changed, it was merely with regard It* (hi-means which 
lit- employed. All his actions hail u single motive power - 
an unbridled ambition i all his « Hints were directed to n 
single end - -supreme power. He despise*! nil that other men 
feared or venerated. His proud spirit contemplated with 
disdainful indifference all political systems and religious 
creeds. Uc looked upon them as so runny snares set to 
entrap the multitude, or prejudices which an able man could 
manipulate to serve his own purposes. But although lie 
plnv^l every part with equal skill, that of chief of the Sheiks 
was the most congenial to him. No oilier sect was .so simple 
.md credulous, or possessed (but character of passive oU-dU 
cner, so gratifying to his imperious temper. 

By a buhl stroke hr- captured KitiH from !lm Zuhidr* 
jui< 1 then marched to meet the Syrian unnv despatched 
against him by the Klmlif ‘Alai al-Malik, who had lately 
succeeded Jus father AC«rwftJi. The inhabitants of Kufa, who 
■ whmitted wii |j rage and indignation to the voke placocf 
on them hy this impostor mid his Persians — their slaves* 
as they railed them—-hnd only waited tor such * juncture 
lo rise in revolt. But Mukbtar contrived to gain Lime bv 
seductive promises and protestations. and he profiled by 
the delay to send his general. Ibrahim, orders Lo return 
limnerilately. At it moment when I la v least expected 
it. t.he rebels saw Ibrahim mid his .Shi'ites rushing upon 
them sword in hand. When the insurrection bad been 
drowned in blood, MukliUf caused two hundred and tiftv 
men—-most of whom had fought against Husain at Kerbs!* 
-to l)e arrested ami beheaded. Husains death served 
min as a pretest., but his real object was to deprive the 
A mbs oj any desire to repeat their attempt, in this he 
wns successful, lo escape the despotism of the sword 
they emigrated m great numbers. 

■ i ^ orders to his troops to march once more against 

, /* 1 v " aN . nrn jy> Mukhtar neglected no* means of stimu- 
luting their cnthasi^m and fanaticism. Before thev set 

I hi ! lb ft '"I ° d ^ught from a carpenter at 

■m‘ ui P , n ^, 0t ^ P*"** ****** J>i*t now covered 

Tvuil silk and alleged to be the throne of ‘Ab. “This 

™ J ^: ", e **cJttiined to the soldiers, “shall be to VO II 
VVhat the Ark of the Covenant was to the children of Israel 
Ikar it into the thick of the fray, place it where the carnage 
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K greatest, and defend it. If the victory is yours ii will l* 
because 1.ml Imth aided you; hut twj tint faint-hear) ed if 
pvidimce you meet with a reverse, ;nr it hath hecu nvvtilcd 
to me that in such ,-i case, God will send nnnds to succour 
you, mid ye shall see them flying in the clouds after the 
similitude of white doves/' 

Muk|itar had, as it matter of fact, deposited with some 
trusty agents a number of pigeons reared in Kfifn, with 
orders to release them if an unfavourable issue was !.o be 
feared. The appeurtuice of Uie birds would there lore warn 
MiiUilnr that Liu moment had arrived .for him to consult 
his own safety. anti at the same time would stimulate 
his credulous soldier- to do their utmost to turn defeat 
into victory, 

The battle was fought mi the landers of Klu'i/tr, not 
far from Mosul (August, GSti), The SfiMte® WCIC it the 
outset repulsed. Thereupon the pigeons were released. The 
sight of the birds renewed the courage of the troops, mid 
whilst, in fanatical exaltation, they flung themselves upon 
the foe with unbridled fury, crying “The angels' the 
angelsJ" another shout was heard on the left wing ui the 
Syrian army, which was entirely composed of Kaisitcs, 
uiulcr the command of *Omair, formerly JSoIhrs lien tenant. 
On the ptceding night he had hod tm interview with the 
Shi'ite general Now-, lowering Ins standard, he cried : 
“ Vengeance. vengeance, for llie fatal field of Habit I 
Henceforth the Kni sites became inert, but not indifferent, 
spectators of the fmy. and by nightfall the Syrian armv, 
having lost Sts commander*in* chief, 'Ohaiduliab, was utterly 

1 

While MukhtAr was still elated by his victory, the 
fugitives from Kufa urged Mm‘ab, Urn Zulwirs brother 
and Governor of Basra, to try conclusions with the impostor, 
assuring him that as soon as he showed himself, all intelli¬ 
gent men in Kiifn, would declare for him, ^ ichling to their 
r: 4nest, Mus‘nb recalled Muhiillub to Basra, marched with 
him against the ishi'itcs, gained two victories over them, 
arid besieged Mukht&r, who bad withdrawn into the Citadel 
of Kit fa. Mukbttr, seeing the ruin of his party to Ik 
inevitable, resolved not to survive it - I-el us tall upon the 
liesiegers," be cried. " 11. is letter to die like brave men than 
to perish here Of hunger, or lie slaughtered like lambs S" 
But his prestige was at an end. Out of six or seven 
thousand men only twenty answered to his appal, These 
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sold their live** dearly. for tilt- rest, their •DWBFdice 
profits) I hem not hint* They were declared brigands and 
Usa^sins, and the ptM Mus'ah put them a LI to thfl ttwmil 
(aji. »W 7 >. lint he did not Jong enjoy his success. L’hwil¬ 
lingly, he had rendered n notable service to his brother's 
rival, since he had rid him of his most formidable enemies, 
the Shi'ites. and * Abd id-Malik, having henceforth nothing 
to fear from them, made vast preparations to attack the 
ZuWrites in ‘Irak. l,est die enemy should threaten him 
in the rear, lie liegan operations by besieging Kirekcsia. 
where Zofar played a very ambiguous part, mm pretending 
to tight for Zijhair, now supplying the Shi’ites with pro¬ 
visions and proposing to march with them against the 
Syrians, All enemies of the Omayvads, however different 
their aims, were his friends and allies. When besieged by 
‘Ahd al* Malik—who. acting on the advice uf the lie!bites, 
prudently removed his Knisite troops from*the lighting line 
—Zufar defended his stronghold stubbornly; once, indeed, 
his men made m vigorous u sortie that they penetrated to^ 
the Khalifa tent. Since he was desirous of ending the siege* 
in order to march against Muvab, ’Abd il-M&lIk then 
entered into negotiations—which, however, lie broke off 
when the full of four towers revived the hope-of storming 
the town, and renewed when the assault Foiled, By the 
judicious distribution of money amongst the Klmiifs soldiers, 
Xoinr eventually obtained very honourable terms; namely, 
an amnesty for his brothers in arms, and the governorship 
ct Kirekesja for himself 1 As u salve to his pride, moreover, 
he stipulated that he should not be compelled to swear 

aHqfii.y to an Onmyyud Khalil during H> n Zubiur s life- 

inalls, hi ratiiy their reconciliation, it was agreed 
Ihat Maslmna, the Khalit’s sou, should marry Zufar's 
daughter. I pan the conclusion of peace, Zufar presented 
himself before \lbdfd-Malik. who received him with great 
courtesy and bade him sit Inside him on tin* throne. ^The 
spectacle of these two men, enemies lor so Jong a time, 
exchanging assurances of brotherly amity was assured !\ ;t 
touching one ! But appearances were deceitfUl, To convert 
'.AIkJ al-Midiks newborn friendship for Zofnr into burning 
hate all that was needed was it poetical quotation, A jjohlc 
cmeiiite, Ihu OhE t-KnJii, entered the tent, and on seeing 
the place of honour occupied by Zofnr he shed tears. The 
hhalif inquired the cause of his grief. “Commander of 

1 1 f Jutm wbt** iiii. 
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the Fnithful. said lie. *' liow can I refrain from bitter tears, 
"hen l look upon that man, bat lately in revolt iignirwt 
thee. whose swoitl still drips with the Wood of my kimnicn, 
victims of their loyalty to thee—when l see this murderer 
of my family seul.-d beside til re, while I si and at the lout 
of the throne ?" 

“ In Ridding him sit beside me," replied tlie Khalif, '‘l 
had m> wish to place him above thee; but he speaks my 
tongue. :nid his conversation interests me,” 

The poet ah Alditol, 1 who was drinking wine in another 
tent, was told of the reception accorded to Zufar by Uitr 
Khalif lie bated mid loathed the brigand of KJrcfcestn. 
wjiii had been more than once on the point of externimating 
his tribe, the llcni Tughlib. ,,r I will smite him a blow that 
Ibr> Dili 'L-Kala could not deal," said he. Thereupon he 
en tcred the Klialifs presence, uud alter gazing a L him fixedly 
for a few moments declaimed these verses i 

’■ The wiiitr which St tell i my cup ijaarkli^ likv tJir bright 4 tid *,A%rr ®yv 
‘l*f m h maLtath Uit *n!fL1t of iJtr -SfLitki-r, Hr wtiD iprAfTcill 

t h rr r gobftrbi tlkccrul' unmm il wJth wjatrf„ /nflitth a dt^ijr of h-itowiii- 
bc ruTlt^ bj-pm- in liunrl. H*\ xnfnvcth dnJlltllj itl *r.iUi p Ukv; =1 Inmrliy 
tlnui|(iu r uf tin? Kunikh, Mid tufereih ttit akin* of h a nhin-nl lit flutin' 
in the 

“ Wherefore dost thou recite these verse -1 ‘" asked the 
Khnlif. '* Doubt less some Fum y passeth through thy mind. 

“ Verily, Commander of the Faithful.” replied nl-Akhtnh 
many ideas crowd in upon me when 1 see seated beside 
thee on the throne the man who said hut yesterday: The 
grass will grow again on the upturned soil which covereth 
the bones of our brothers; hut we shall never forget them, 
and implacable is our hatred of the foe V " 

AL these words ‘Ahd al-Malik started up as though a 
wasp had stung him. Furious, panting with rage. his eyes 
sparkling with savage Irate, he kicked Zofnr violently on the 
chest, and Hung him to the foot of the throne. Zofur af 
wards confessed tjmt he never thought himself nearer death 
than at that moment. 1 

The days of sincere reconciliation were not yet, mid it was 
not long before the Kuisites gave the Omayysds fresh proof 

: ibn 4 Thmtialfc. “ Hip reiifinfu hntfrwpF. *** - * mailer 

rtf jiciiidpU iliriJ■ nit inti tfi him ifc* mfnn *\rtm tnf i liriisufiihr h.y 

In ih« lk*u« »hir|i it p»rp him tu drink inw mi mhta ** hi? B| VickyWi. 

H||tr -H/., Ik 
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of their inveterate animosity. Zufar had reinforced the army 
of \l bit a]-Malik* when lie took the field against lUus'ab, 
Willi a division of Juiidtcs under his son Iludluil; bu l ns 
soon at. the two armies came in sight of each other, the 
Kuis.itc* went over to the enemy with their firms and 
munitions. This desertion, however, did not produce, like 
‘Omair'ii, disastrous consequences. Fortune, on Jhe eon- 
tony, taiiled on vlhdabMslik. Fickle and light-hearted, 
the men of -Irak had already forgotten their grievances 
against the Oiiiayynds. Never very eager for warfare, .and, 
naturally, having no desire to die for a pretender whom 
they despised, they had lent a willing ear to *.\hd fd-Malik's 
emissaries, who overran ‘Irak, scattering gold and promises 
of the most tempting kind. Mmeub was therefore sur¬ 
rounded by generals already bought by the Oinavyads.find 
when the battle was joined, lie suou discovered their real 
sentiments, “ 1 refuse, replied one who* was ordered to 
attack, " to immolate my tribe for a cause winch toucheth 
theni not.*' '* What! " cried .mother in an insolent ai*d„ 
derisive lane, “Thou o rtf crest me to charge? But none of 
tnv men trill follow me; rind charging alone i. should cut a 
ridiculous figure l* 1 

There- was hut one course mien to a man s* brave and 
proud as Mmrab, Addressing his son ■f.sii, he said: d ’(»o. 
mid tell thy unde that the perfidious men of 'Irak have 
betrayed him: idid bid adieu to thy father, who hath but 
a few moments to live," 

" Nay. my father," replied the young nuin, « never shall 
lhe Kuraslutcs reproach me for having deserted thee in 
the hour of danger.' Fnther and son then rushed into the 
thick of Lite fight, and a little later their heads were laid 
before 'AM ul-Malik i.\,n, tinn:, 

All 'Irak now swore allegiance to the Otniyyad* Mu* 
lialuib. while ignorant of Mnvah s death, which ivies already 
known to the Klmrcjites, had declared during a conference 
wiUj the chiefs of that body, that Mus’jib was his lord 
m this world and the next, and that it was flic duty of 
evt r> good Mnsulman to resist Abd al- Mnlik son of the 
accursed one. Ifut on receiving from the Omayyad Khalil' 
a dip unm confirming him in all Jus offices' and titles, 
MunoJlnb followed the example of bis countrymen. Such 
was the meaning which even the best of the men of ‘Irak 
Attached to honour and loyalty E 

" Decide for yourselves whether we or ye are in the 
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Timing-," cried tin? justly indignant Kb&rfjittia. " l*ut itt least 
have the honesty to acknowledgethat ye jne this worlds 
thralls, and that for Im re ye will serve and flatter any ruler 
—brethren of Satari that yc are l 

[AcrmMntm Mftlmrwrt. K**U, US-1, 588-90. CSS, iiU-HH. 7*1; 
Sliitro -liiii, Kttdf), 87-«H; IDS-JO, An*.; tbn KhnklQn, ii * ■ ' 
IfOt: llmfam. f. 187; llm HhnlllWn f«l. SUnt-J. j. ^ m 
(, (!. Wutt.) {W. in 4H; tint KuUiL u, |p. 20d ; !bt, Bidrilf] 
p. (8t}; MiS'Ml, t 1*5.] 
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CHAPTER VIII 


KliLMTKS AND KABITE8 

' l BD AL-MAL! K neared lilt* goal of his ambition. To 
. \ secure unquestioned sovereignty over the Mosul man 
world, he had but to capture Mecca. the residence and 
last refuge of fits rival ft is true that the attack would 
1 »- a sacrilege, and *Abd ah Malik would have shuddered 
will) horror nt the mere suggestion had he preserved the 
pious sentiments which characterised him in his early years, 
nut Ik whs no longer the ingenuous and ardent youth who, 
in an outburst of pious indignation, had culled Wztd Lhr 
foe of l he Eternal, lor during to send u force against 
Medina, the Prophets city. Lapse of years, conmierce- 
wilh the world, mid the exercise of power,* had impaired hi-, 
youthful frankness and simple faith, and it is related that 
, f u the day of his cousin Ashdak's death—tlmt day on which 
‘Abd al-Malik had dishonoured himself with the twofold 
crime of perjury and murder—he had shut Clod’s Book, 
with a cold and gloomy air, muttering. " Henceforth we 
have naught in common,' Since his religious sentiments 
were well known, tile news that he was about, to despatch 
an army against Mecca was no cause of surprise, but far 
otherwise was the Khalifa astonishing choke of commander 
for such an important expedition, lie appointed n nua 
of the meanest extraction, one Hanaj, 1 who had formerlv 
follows! the humble calling of Schoolmaster at Ta'if in 
.Arabia, thinking himself fortunate if at the end of a day 
spent in teaching little children to read he had earned the 

E rice of ft crust of bread. Later, he had become publicly 
nown merely as having established some^sort of discipline 
■f* 'Abd n!-Malik s body-guard, as having commanded a 
dismon in ‘Irak (when the enemy, by their defection, de¬ 
prived him of the opportunity of showing bravery or the 
reverse), and os having been beaten by the Zuiuiirites in 
Merwfuis reign. He owed Iris appoint men i to ;i singular 
circumstance. When he ventured to solicit t he honour of 

1 hit Vinmf, i vi 4, 
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commanding the army against llm ZubuLr. (he KluiUf ex¬ 
claimed disdainfully. “ Keep silence, fellow! " But by one 
of those inconsistencies to which the human mind is so 

K rone, 'Abd ivbMnlik's general scepticism was tempered 
y a firm faith in oneiromuncy. and liuyttj skilfully turned 
lids [act to account* " 1 dreamed."' lie said simply, "that 
l was flaying X bn Zubair, The Khalil* forthwith conferred 
on him l he coveted command. 

II■!( Zubair himself bad received with calmness and 
resignation Liu: news of the lass of *Ir&k and of his brother’s 
death. A<- n matter of fact he had been not wholly easy 
with regard to Lite ullima!e designs of Mus'nlr — wlm. in 3 
opinion, was inconvenient^ disposed to play the sovereign 
—and he consoled hinutelf the more readily since his 
brother s death gave him the opportunity «f displaying hi* 
rhetorical talents in a funeral oration which to us may seem 
cold and forced, but. which he doubtless deemed highly 
edifying. [ fc declared naively that Mus’ab's death had 
inspired luini at once with sorrow and joy; iSOitow, because 
he was thereby ,k Ivcrel't of u friend whose loss had caused a 
poignant wound in liis sensitive heart, which patience and 
resignation alone could alleviate; and joy, *' liecause 
Allah, in granting his brother the glory of martyrdom, 
had been pleased h> give him testimony of his gracious 
Ikvour." 1 

Hut when the day came for lighting rather than preach¬ 
ing — when he saw Mecca beleaguered and threatened with 
all the horrors of ftmine— Ibn Xu hair's coinage failed. It 
is not that be was lacking in the ordinary bravery, which 
everv soldier who is not a mere poltroon shows Ujwn the 
battlefield. hut he was lacking in moral strength, lie 
sought counsel of his mother, a woman with the noble spirit 
of n lionirtii matron, despite her hundred years, 

*■ Mother.*" lie exclaimed, "oil have abandoned me, and 
the enemy olTer me favourable terms. \\ hat, Ifemkest thou, 
is my duty ? 

4 * To die,* 1 sahTahc. t 

♦* But E fear,'* he replied piteously, •* I fear that if I fall 
at Lhe hands of the Syrians, they will glut tlicir vengeance 
tm mv corpse!" 

“What is that ||> thee? Doth the s laugh Ured sheep 
suffer when it is flayed ?" 

"AMullah flushed with shame at these Lrriiilianl words, 

* iWriinfiJ Jonm, i m i ff/ . P X 140- 
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and hastened to assure His mother that lie sharedlwt 
sentiments and had hut sought their continuation. Very 
soon he stood before her, fully armed, to hid her n Inst far - 
well. She drew him to her breast, and her hand fell upon 
a coat of ma.iL 

“A man prepared for death hath no need of this,"’ she 
sit id, . r 

■* I did Imt don this armour to inspire f bee with a spark 
of hope," he replied, somewhat disconcerted. 

“ 1 have abandoned hope: strip thyself of it." 

i Ie obeyed. Tilt'll, alter some hums spent in prayer at 
the Ka'hn, this unheroic hero rushed upon the foe, and won 
in his deal h mure lianour than in his life. 11 is head was 
sent to Damascus, and his body was hung feet upwards on 
a gibbet (a.J>. tSD 2 ). 

Throughout the sis or eight months that the siege nf 
Mecca lasted, Horn) displayed great courage, indefatigable 
activity, indomitable perseverance, and. it must lie owned, 
an indifference for sacred things, which theologians have 
never forgiven, but which proved him to be devoted body 
amt soul to his master’s service. No scruple embarrassed 
him: he resected neither the immemorial sanctity of the 
Temple, nor what seemed to others a manifestation of the 
wrath of heaven. One day, when the Syrians were hurling 
stones upon the Kn'ha, a sudden tempest arose and twelve 
soldiers were struck by lightning. Seized with superstitious 
dread, the Syrians one and all refused to renew their attack ; 
Hajjjlj accordingly girded up his loins, placed a stone in 
the catapult, and adjusting the ropes, remarked carelessly: 
“ That import?, nothing: l know this country: I was born 
here: these storms are nut unusual.’ 1 Such striking 
devotion to (.lie Omnyyad cause merited commensurate 
reward, *Abd al-Mulik appointed llajjflj Governor of 
Mecca, and, nfew months later, of all Him*. Since ho wns 
by birth a Knisite. his promotion would doubtless have 
inspired the Kdbitcs with suspicion and alarm had he been 
a man of noble ancestry instead of an insign ill cant upstart. 

Moreover, the Kel bites also could plume themselves on 
having rendered important services at the siege of Mecca: 
they could chum, for instance, that the fatal stone which 
hud Ilm Xuhair low, had lieen launched by one of their 
number—Humaid ibn Bahdiil. But what completely 
reassured them was that the Khalif took delight in praising 
their valour and loyalty, that he flatten'd their tender in 
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prose imd verse, that be conferred offices upon them to the 
exclusion of Lheir adversaries, and finally tlmt they could 
ndv on many princes such an Khnlid, soil of Yorid 1 , and 
‘Alid uPAriz —1 itother of the Kindif. and soil of a Kdliilr 
woman. 

The Ev nisi tvs, however, were not without friends at 
court, lihthr especially, also the Khalifs brother, whose 
mother was n Kaisite, Imd spoused their interests and their 
quarrel, and its lie never lost an occasion of declaring that 
they surpassed the Kelbites in valour, his boasting one day 
roused khakd s wrath to such u pitch that he said to certain 
kelbites: ’’Is there none among von who will make a foray 
into the Desert of the Kaisites? it is needful to humble 
the pride of those princes who have Kuisite mothers. for 
they cease not to assert that in every encounter, before ami 
after the days of the Prophet. the Kaisites gained the 
advantage over us,” 

“1 will gladly undertake tile affair.” said I hi: Hull did, 
“if you can guarantee tlmt the Sultan will not punish me. 1 ' 
“1 will answer for that." “Unfold, then* your plan.” 
“Nothing could be simpler. You know tliat since Ibn 
Zuhiiir'b death the Kaisite*? have not paid tithe to the KI calif, 
i shall acctwlingl) give you mi order mitJiorising you to 
levy' the tithe among the Kdsites* and this ‘Abd nl-Malik 
Will he supposed to hav e written. Hence you will easily 
contrive an opportunity of I renting them us they deserve." 

Jhn Italian! set out. in order to arouse no suspicions, 
his retinue was a small one. hut he knew lie should find 
recruits wherever he lighted upon his lei low-tribesmen. 
Arriving amongst the Heui Abd-Wadd and Uie Beni Utaim 
—two Keibite chins who dwelt in the Desert, to the south 
of Duma and Klmi>t—he unfolded to them K lull ids scheme, 
and tin; bravest and most resolute men in tlw two clans 
having assured him that they asked for nothing better than 
to la? Ids followers, he plunged into the Desert, after having 
made them swear to give the Kaisjtes no quarter 

One of the Beni l-’enira, a sub-tribe of the Karaites. was 
their first victim. He came of rich ami powerful lineage— 
his great-grand father, liudhayfa ibn Hadr, had been the 
leader of the DinthyAn in the famous War of Duhis 1 —hot 
since he had the misfortune to he bom of n slave mother, 

1 A Imiti ill firiw HniLTfh', (rauerf n| life* und Um fifth « !: t i \tnrf a.j«, tkftnwJZ 
I'retH 4 fin* U , !vri'- i !i ihi* her** If.-■ - pmhI iLtr Hsttfr in vhk:b il *u* iUetft ii 

that titir former dclVutnl Uy foul plmy* 

G 
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his proud fellow-tribesmen despised him to such a degree 
11 ult they hud refused to give him even one of their dmigh ter s 
in marriage (so that he had perforce chosen u wife from a 
Yemenite tribes mid be mg unwilling to associate with him. 
they luad assigned him a plate in the outskirts of the camp, 
li was the custom of tills tinfoil untile outcast to recite his 
morning prayers in a loud voice; and this proved liis 
undoing. Guided by the sound, the Ivulbtt.es fell upon him, 
slew him, and inkling robbery to murder, drove off Ids 
camels to the number of a hundred, Later, falling hi with 
live families also descended from lludlmyfa. they attacked 
them. A desperate light followed, which lasted I ill t h- 
evening ; but at nightfall all the Kaisitcs lay stretched upon 
tile battlefield mid their enemies believed them dead. Snrh, 
however, was not the case. Their wounds, though runner ms. 
were not mortal, and Uiaiiks to the .sand, which driven by 
a strong west wind soon covered them, the bleeding was 
stanched and they all escaped death. 

Pursuing their Journey throughout the night, the Kulbiles 
met, next morning, another of 11 udliay fa's de^tiendunts, named 
1 A Ixlalhih TUiii old man was journeying with his family, 
and was accompanied by no one capable of bearing arms 
except his sun Jud: the hitter, when he saw* the Kiel lute 
b:uul approaching, seized his spear, mounted his horse, nnd 
rode some distance apart. When the K el bites had alighted 
♦Alula Nidi a skid them who they were. They replied that 
tliey were tithe-collectors sent by *Abd al-Malik. 

“ C’wHst thou allow me mi order in proof of what thou 
Hiyest f *' asked the old man* 

“Assuredly," replied I bn Hahd&l, •* behold the order:’' 
and he showed him a document hearing the Khalifa seal. 

" And what may Ije the tenourof Lhcse words ? " 

The document was read aloud; “*Abd al-Mnlik. son of 
Merwfln, to liumaid ihn Ilahdul, greeting. The aforesaid 
1 In maid i bn Balutal is hereby commanded to levy tithe from 
all the Ikdftwin whom lie' shall meet with. Whosoever 
puycUi his Utlie, and hath his name * inscribed in this 
register, will be deemed an obedient and faithful subject; 
but whoso refuse!11 slmll be held a rebel to God, to his 
Prophet, and to the Commander of the Faithful/' 

" iS 1 am ready to obey, and pay the tithe.” 

that is not all. There remuiiieLli somewliat else. 
U e require thee to seek out all the members of thy tribe, 
to collect the tithe born each of them, and to appoint n 
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place where we may meet thee and receive the money ut 
thy hands.” 

“ Nay, that (nay not lx;! The llcni Fexiira are scattered 
far and wide over the Desert ; 1 am no longer voum, but 
am well stricken in yfill's : ( c anno t fare so far, and I ha; e 
with me one only of my sons. But ye who have come 
from afar, mid tire inured to long journeys, will discover my 
fellow-tribes men more readily than I: each day yon may 
light upon their encampments, For they halt wherever they 
find good iNuturagb" 

“All Llii-. wc know well; hut it is not to seek good 
pasturage that they are scattered abroad over the ! Jrsert - 
it is to avoid payment nf the tithe. They are rebels ! " 

" I can swear to you that they are loyal subjects; if is 
but.to seek for good pasturage-" 

“ Enough ! Do thou that which we bid thee," 

*’ [ cannot I . Here is the tithe which is the Ktialifs due; 
take it I" 

Thy obedience is insincere. Thy son yonder, mounted 
on his horse, regiirdeth us disdainfully.” 

“Thou lu^rt n&ughi to fear from iny soil; take tny til lie 
and depart ; if ye are, of a trutli, LitliL-rs.' 

" Thy conduct showeLh Unit we were told but too truly 
that tlmu and thy tribesmen fbtigllt for Ihn Ztibair. 1 ' 

“ Nay, that we did not. Wo paid him tithe, it is true, 
since we Beds win meddle not with state matters, hut pay 
the tithe to h im who ruleth over the laud." 

** Prove the truth of thy words by bidding thy son dis¬ 
mount," 

** WJmt would ye with my boy f The youth is fearful, 
seeing armed horsemen," 

'■ Bid him dismount.: Ire hath naught to fear." 

The old man approached his son, and bade him alight 
from ids horse. “ Father," pleaded the young man, “ 1 
read it in tbttr pitiless eyes—they mean to slay me 1 (live 
them what thou will, but suiler me to defend myself. 

Returning ia« the Kcibites, 'Abdallah said to them; 

** The young man fearclh for his life; take my tlLhc, and 
leave us in peace." 

- We will accept nothing while thy son remainclU in ins 
saddle.' 

« He will not hearken U> my words; moreover, of what 
avail would tins thing be to you l ” 

Enough : thou pro; cst thyself a rebel Slave, my 
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WTiting-gtSf f Our busing here is at an end, We Imve 
but to send word teN the i amnmidcr of rlie Faithful llm L 
'Abdallah, grandson of ‘Oyeiim, hath hindered tis iu the 
execution of our mission to the Bent Fczftwk" 

“ Do not so, S beseech I bee. for I am innocent of such 
conduct."' 

I nyiug no heed to the old man's supplications, |foil 
, didal w *"'*dc 11 letter and handed it to a horseman, who 
m m icd lately rode off in the direction of l him asciis, 
thunderstruck at this proceeding, ‘Abdallah cried: ■■ Accuse 
me not thus unjustly 1 1 adjure you in Allah's name not 

to write me down a rebel to Lire Khrdif—I «m ready to 
obey Jus every command J y 

“t in,*' thy son to dismount, then” 

W c hare lieeu taught to mistrust vott: promise. there- 
«m:, that no evil shall happen to him."’ 

Oic Kclbito having promised this in Om most solemn 
MB' £ KltJ W? cneil to his son: “May I he r.min*d ■ 
oJ Allah it thou a lightest not from thy horse P 

. ad thereupon obeyed, and throwing away his spear. * 
advanced slowly towards tlie Kelbitcs. “Th» will li an 
iH day for thee, mv father! lie said. As (he tiger toys 
With tiler Victim lit holds j„ his claws, before desaatohiug it, 
so the Kelbites Wan by insulting and scoffing at the yom>- 
man: then they hound him on a reck, the better to sinv 
! t *. Il, V ' l h VT' 1 |C lK>tir H cast upon his father 
Z W<tK ™S>°> sorrow, re^on, 

to “S"** ««. Ml «omlmined 

jo respect I he old mans white Inure not venturing to shed 
us blood as they hud sited his son's, they beat ftim with 
bludgeons, and left him lor <i«id upon the siuid, \fter a 

^ 1 i„ rc “.'rrh irat rr* f — 

to mutter. if I wore to forget all m v calamities’ never 
would my sons glance, after I hud delivered him to his 
nmttlerers, depart from my remembrance." 

r‘ th 'tr ^i" c T ll r *t** 

ZltitoL ‘ “* ama ’ t hM - »*«ihS jJSi by 

m£*xsz rsK ^ asi ^r- 

slwib^nd U* UhdWnCy-i^'gr^SarB 
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DwiSSCus until the Kni sites. enlightened as to their real 
object, eluded their blind fury by seeking tile remotest 
wilds of tin I lesert. 

Ail the Kelfcitcs were intoxicated with joy mid pride, 
and a poet of the Jolicma, a tribe which, ns* well as the 
£ el bites, were desponded from Kodit'a, lias expressed their 
feelings»v ilh remarkable vigour nnd In nut ie.nl /.cal; 

" KnifWf yu, Iiif hretlirttn, p* wlm m Hie nUk* of Hu? B,mi KiAb—trnm 
jit that tlnniAiil ifin ilnliiijil tin- valuuil hath brought joy naif licwllti u« I hr 
K'-lhlln.* Know y- l lull hr hath ftfVnel tlir Btrni Kih nr i ill tiittne rniiJ 

foreed thtriii Ui ih^iitlnn llirir iiiimiQpmturU * fcniWt luji.i ibi ir .„r 
tSi'i■ •- Wr H-rn Hint they nhciuliJ Miu- Hi i-' tin victim-, -U [f ikirmid itir: 
HaiitLiJ Ik- utlburleri vn Hit mu\U i*f the Deserts Hir jmrvutnl In 

tkzir ouimil tuv I" hiirv tlicrm. FUJoku tlmrrlurt**utv hn tidin' 1 

r th% yirt(in« of ilk Hmt Ktlh an our* i thi i nut! nv- n^scmolr tlie two 
IijujaI 3L Ilf tile wut 1 Irfrtij : mul v fcuttj In tin- iht* fight tumil Imlli in^n 
tewind, it ii thr. lift IhhhI Hiat widtMli tJir sword. ,+ 

m 

There was great joy, moreover, amongst those of the 
. Omayvad princes whose mothers were Kelbites, As soon 
as tidings of wliat lnui happened reached his ears, 'Abd tit- 
‘Aziz said toJiis brother liishr. in the presence of the Khalil': 
** Knowest thou vet how my maternal nudes lunv treated 
thine f" * 

*■ VVbM have they done f" he asked. 

"The Kdljitc liui wnicii have attached :mid destroyed jl 
K uivile camp,” 

" Impossible l Thy maternal undos are too sluggish 
nnd too cowardly to measure swords witli mine! ” 

Next morning, however. It is hr discovered that his brother 
had spoken truly. MaJlmia, Said. arid another chief of tile 
Fey urn reached Damascus, without cloaks, hare-footed. and 
with tattered garments; throwing themselves on their knee v 
before. Bishr, they entreated him to succour them mid 
espouse theii cause, lie yielded to their request, and ap¬ 
proaching his brother the Klmlif. pleaded the cause of his 
proteges so eloquently, that *.Uxi al-Malik, notwithstanding 
his aversion to tilt Kaisites. promised to deduct the pecuniary 
compensation due to the FczAra from the Kelbites' pay. 
But this derision, though in conformity with the law, did 
not satisfy the Fealro. They thirsted, not for money but 
for blood. I poo their refusing the proffered lerms of settk' 
njcnt, the Khali f said : “The public exchequer shall pay 
you forthwith half of the sum due to you, and if heni cfurLh 
you rctimin loyal—which 1 much doubt— 1 will pay you 
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Uie other Imir. Nettled by this insulting suspicion—the 
mnre since they could not deny that it was wdMbufadccf— 
iind eager Withal for retaliation, the Fczarites were on ihc 
point of iiguin refusing the offer, when Xofnr took them 
jLside and ndvised them to accept the money, mid with it to 
purehuM. 1 horses and arms. The suggestion met with their 
approval, they consented to receive compensation, sod after 
laying it gut on their equipment, they set their Dices towards 
the Desert. 

On reaching the camp, they summoned a tribal 
conned. In this assembly ilalhida with burning words 
sought to excite his tribesmen to wreak vengeance on the 
Kelbrtes. J1 1 - soils supported his appeal, but there were 
soitn prtH ni who, less blinded by hatred, judged such ail 
expedition rash and dangerous. »Hone own family," 
urged one who differed with Halluda, too weak "at 
present to take part in the fray. The B&u Kelb, hyenas 
that they are, have slain most of thy fighting men and 
pillaged sdl thy wealth. Of a surety in such circumstances 
thou wouldst not accompany us." '-Son of mv brother/’' 
replied Halim la, « 1 will set out with the reat,*fi>r ms heart 
is on nrc. —*’ J hey have slnjj, „ : y son, my Simla whom I 
‘.'V™ su dearly f he added ill u hollow Voire; and the 
im. r memory throwing him into one of those libs of 
jury habit uni to him since life sunk death, he began to utter 
loud and percjwr cnc«, resembling rather the bellow ing of 
» bind deprived of her fawn, than the accents of u human 
uHct\, - V\ ho hathI seen Bordaf” he cried: - Where 
nrriclli he? Itrmg him to me; he is my sum my WelF 
beloved the pride and hope of Ms lineage I” Then he 
began ddilierntdy to enumerate the names of nil w ho bud 
pvnsbcd under the sword* of the Kelbites, and after each 

yZZXr 1 "" «• *•" V™, 

had ll! e JI?^5 S9eillb, * V, i e ^ eu thc * c who a httle while before 
r n , 1ttin ' am hai } °PP osed t*w project, differed 
W ° JJ °T h - V Uly ^'nallW of this wild 
2VSK Am ^I^itioi. against the Ikni 

»P«i. «id Hie FeSra set out for 
Buiit-Kiun, "-in-re there was a Kelhite canm Towards 

gra ft?* ? r x n ^V cn ™ i “ —K£ 

s engPBiuc for Hfirda J \ engeonct: for Jud I Venue once 

for o,. r brethren / Tt, s reprSL were a" t ™Z I 

omrescs «heh provoked tliem. A .ingle Ketldte n Z^d. 
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thunks to las fL-ctness of foot uj] the others were intSMcred, 
iuiJ lho Fcscani carefully citramed their bodies, to mock t he 
agonies of tiny tluit showed signs of life, and to despatch 
them. 

Upon receiving tidings of this foray, Bislir look bis 
revenge. In the Klmlifs presence he said to his brother 
*Ab<i nl^Am; “ K no west thou yet how my maternal uncles 
have treated thine I” “Can it be,' erics! *Afxl al~‘Aaz , 
“that they have made a raid after peace bath been eon 
eluded and the Kind if hath indemnified them i " The 
Khalit, deeply angered at what he heard, but determined to 
11 wait more prex&e btftwmatiun be lor* coming to « fa#p t 
imposed silence on the brothers in 11 tone which admitted of 
no reply. Soon afterwards, a K el bite, without his cloak, 
bar j- footed, and with rent, gunnel its came in baste to 'AW 
al-'A/lz, who immediately led him into the Khalil's 
presence and exclaimed: “ Wilt thou suffer, 0 Commander 
of the Faithful, those whom thou hast taken under thy pro* 

, tee Lion to Ire outraged, tlhne orders to be net at naught, Lhy 
gold to be stolen and iised against thyself, and thy subjects 
tube murdered i" The Kclbite then related nil timt hud 
happened lieside himself with rage, the Khafif resolved 
on extreme* measures. Determined to make the Kaisites 
feel the whole weight of his displeasure and inveterate 
hatred, he instantly sent oiiiers to IlnjjAj, then Governor of 
nil Arabia, to put every adult t cwhite to the sword. 

Although this tribe was allied to his own. Ilajujdid not 
hesitate to obey, lie was strongly attached to his race, but at 
the same time Ins ambition wits insatiable. It was clear tlmt 
by bis parly and himself there was but one attitude to be 
assumed, one course to be followed. His sound logical 
faculty taught him that opposition would la* fruit 11 si, thru 
he luuvt endeavour to regain the Khstlifs goodwill, and 
that to this end lie must bow without scruple or reservat ion 
to all his orders—even if he were commanded to destroy the 
holiest of sanctuaries nr put a kinsman to death. And yet 
his heart was bea^y. “ When t shall have exterminated i lu? 
Fez Am, he said, as he put himself at the head of his troops, 

“ E shall he dishonoured, and my name will be held in 
abhorrence as that of the most unnatural Kntsite whoever 
trod the earth." The task before him, moreover, was one 
of great difficulty. The Beni Ghutafliu, allies of the Fczara, 
find sworn to help them, and u similar oath hud been taken 
by all the Knisite tribes. The first act of hostility would 
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tkirfcn he the signal for ti ferocious civil war, I he issue of 
which it was iijiposgujjic* to foresee Hajjiij still hesitated when 
the arrival JI.allirtLi ami! Sa'id relieved his ciiiharrn-ssim fit. 
These two chieftains, satisfied with having wreaked their 
Vengeance at liam-d -Kaiii. *nd a«lmsi at tt* titOUgfat C# the 
outbreak ill u war which might have for their ptople the 
uio-Ht. fatal consequences, sacrificed themselves, witk n noble 
devotion, in order to avert the calamity which threatened 
their tribesmen. ! ,ovc for their trihe, in fact, now possessed 
their minds as strongly ns had, formerly, hatred for the 
Kelbit.cs. Waving their hands on that of Hajjaj, they 
said tn him: ■■ Wherefore bcorest thon ill-will towards the 
Ftv/ira ? We two alone arc gujitv.*’ Rejoiced at this 
unlooked-for solution of his difficulty, the Governor, having 

E ut them m arrest, instantly wrote to the Khnlif infonAittg 
tin that lie had not ventured to make war upon the uni ted 
Knisitc tribes, and urging him at Uie wfinc time to rest 
content with the surrender or Llie two chiefs. The Kbolif 
entirely approved bin conduct, and Imde him return to, 
I)aniasffU5 with his two prisoners. 

When the Kmsites were led jiito the great-halt where sat 
the sovereign surrounded by Kelbites, the guards ordered 
them to do obeisance. Halhaki, however* instead of 
making salaam, Iwgan to recite, in a stentorian voice, some 
verses borrowed from a poem of Iris own ; 




'lo requite insolence with insolence, the Khalif in 
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“I have dime none of these things: hut l have fulfilled 
my vow, gratified my hatred, and glutted iny vengeance.'* 
u Vnd Hod Imtli now ddiwrcd tlice to the nven -inff 
lintid dfjustiee.” * H 

■■ 1 am guilty of no crime. U ilimi son of Knrkii! (The 
use of tliii. irnme wus an insult to *Abd ui-Malik. for It 
recalled i\ grandmother of scandalous memory.) The Khalif 
delivered him up to Sonir, « Kelbite who laid to his ejmrge 
the death ofhis father, shun at IhutHt Ivtuit. 

“ 'rail me, llulhdn," asked Siiiiir. 0 when didst thou lasl 
see my father?" "At IhmAt-Knjn, 4 'wu% the unconcerned 
reply: “ami. poor wretch. lie was trembling from head to 
foot!" "By Allah, 1 will slay thee!" cried Soair. 
"Thou? Thou Hcsitl By Allah, thdu art too vile arid too 
cowardly for such a last: I I know theil I am about to die, 
but that is because it is the good pleasure of llit* sou of 
ZarkfL" So say big, lie walked to the place of execution 
with fierfcct equanimity and almost insolent gaiety, reciting 
ever and anon some snatch of the old Desert poetry, and 
having no need of the encouraging words addressed to him 
by Bril toe Bishr. who I mil desired ft* lie present at his death 
and took great prid'- in his buoyant fortitude. As Sonir 
raised his .vizard. 1 Irdhahi wild, '* Try to strike me iis fair n 
blow as that which 1 dm It thy ntharl ' 1 His comrade 
Sii'id. whom the Khalif had handed over to another Kelbilc, 
met his fate with a contempt for life equally profound. 
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TlflllLE the Syrians pillaged mid slew one another, the 
T T men at' ‘Irak, a graceless and ungovernable race, 
indulged in like violence, and long afterwords the turbulent 
nobles of Kufn and Hteru recalled with regret this period of 
anarchy — the good old days when, accompanied by a score 
or so of clients, they would swagger through Lin- streets, 
with bends held high mid menacing glances, ever ready to 
draw their scimitars should another nobleV mien be judged 
n trillc aggressive. If they chanced to at retch an opponent 
or two in the kennel, Uiey weU knew that the Governor 
was far too indulgent to punish them. Their Governor^ 
however, left, them not only unpunished but unprotected, 
for in their envy and hatred of MitlmJlnb, they allowed 
■Irak to remain exposed to the incursions of tire Kharejites. 
who were still formidable, despite their many defeats. Et 
■'Hist be admit ini that for their envy there was some cause. 
The people of ‘Irak regarded Mu I in dab as their country's 
greatest general, and also as her saviour. Xo other name 
was as popular as his, and, since lie tuul made his own terms 
before consenting to assume the command, he had amassed! 
a colossal fortune, which lie spent with splendid prodigality.* 
lie thus threw all the Governors into the shade by his 
luxury, lits princely wealth, »nd his boundless liberality, as 
well us by lii^ military renown, 

■‘ The A mbs or this city have no eyes save for that man." 
sadly observed the Omayyad Kbit lid. the first Governor of 
ihisnt after the Restoration. He accordingly recalled MuhuU 
I di from the scene of his exploits, and condemned him to 
muction by giving him t he governorship of Ahwite and con- 
f rnng the command of the army, thirty thousand strong, on 
lii-, own brother *Abd rd-'Aziz, This young man was as vain 
as he wat inexperienced, and exclaimed with an arrogant 
gesture: ** 1 he people of Basra imagine that no one but 
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Muhullub cun bring this war to n dose: they shall see!” 
He expiated his foolish prtmmption bv suffering » terribly 
and saugmmtry defeat- Despising the prudent advice ui b in 
officer?,, who tried to dissuade hitu From pursuing ft squadron 
that Feigned (light, he fell into an ambush, lost ail bis generals, 
a vast number of bis troops, and even bis young and lovely 
wife—he himself escaping as by a miracle the swords of a 
score of the enemy who followed on his heels. 

This disaster was no surprise to Mubnllfik Expecting 
something of the kind, lie bad instructed an agent to send 
him a journal of all that happened in the army. After the 
defeat the agent came to him hi person. 

“What tidings I mnge st thmi ? " cried Muhidlab. as soon 

as he saw him, * 

Jl 1 bring thtc news to (gladden thiiiti hcuri: lislu 

suffered defeat, and Ills army is utterly routed I " 

“WhatI thou-wretch, thinkest thou Hint l rejoice to 
hear that ft Ktunshitr hath been defeated, and tlmt a Moslem 
afiuv b routed ? ” • 

“Whetherit giveth thee jov or not nwttereth Utues it 
Stifficeth that tlve news is true." 

Resentment against the (hrcenar was bitter throughout 
the province* See what comes of sending against the 
enemy a young man of unproved courage instead of the 
noble and loyal Mulwlhib—Lhnt hero, who, thanks to his Jong 
experience of war, foresees dangers and knows bow to avoid 
them." Such reproaches Klullid bad to endure, ns well as 
the consciousness of Ins brother’s disgrace: but he was not 
over-sensitive on points oi honour; in revenge he flung to 
his post, as well ;l~, to his life, but awaited with ever-increas¬ 
ing anxiety the arrival of it messenger from Damascus. 

Craving, as is the wont of weak men, reassurance from a 
stronger nature than his own, lie sent ior Miihallnb. ^ hat 
thinkest thou *Abd al-Malik will dof silked the Uo-verrior. 

“ Depose thee." replied t he ( tencrvl laconically* owing him 
too bittes' a grudge to wish to alleviate his anxiety. 

“Must 1 not loflk for something still more mum hating, 

though l am the Khalifa kinsman f" . 

"Undoubtedly,' 1 replied MuIntUab coldly, “ tor he will no 
sooner learn that tin’ brother ’.AImI n!**A?.hs has bwndcfislti 
bv the KMrejites “f Ffewtn, Khtm he will also lienr that thy 
brother Omiiyyn hath been routed by those of Bahrain. 

The dreaded turtsenger arrived at last, hearing * r, ‘- r 

from the Klialifto iChldkL III this letter ‘Abd al-Mshk 
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bitterly reproached the Governor fur his inept jui<I culpable 
Conduct, luimmmrud his dismissal, and ended with Lhese 
words: "Wtre I to punish llitr after t!ly deserts, Ihmi 
wnuldst fed my resentment niiieh lucre heavily ; but l am 
mindful of our kinship, mid therefore confine my-'df to de¬ 
priving you of office, 1 * 

'I’lte Khiilif replaced Klu'did by hi$ own brother Jlishr, then 
Governor of Kiifa, ordering the latter to give the commend 
of the army to MidmUnh mid to reinforce it by eight thousand 
men from Kufa. It was impossible, in the circumstances, to 
have made a worse choice, An extreme and violent Ivoisite. 
Bs wc have already seen, Kishr embraced all the Yemenite 
tribes in a common hatred, and detested Muhalltb as the 
natural chieftain uf that rate in‘Irak, Atodldiiifrlv hen he 
received tin: Khidifs letter he fell into a hue and swftrC lie 
would have Mnliallnh's life. His Prime Minister, Musa ihn 
Xiisityr—the future conqueror of Spain '—soothed him with 
great difficulty mid immediately despatched a letter to the 
General, urging him to be very circumspect—to mingle wifji 
the crowd and welcome liishr when lie arrived at Ihsru, blit 
not to be present at the audience. MuhaUnh acted upon 
this advice. 

I poo reaching the palace at Basra, Itishr £hyc audience 
to the notables of the town, and, remarking MuJjAUab’s ab¬ 
sence, inquired its cause. He was informed that, the t .ciicnd 
had saluted him from among the crowd in the street, but 
that he felt too unwell to be able to pay his respects in 
purlin at lhe pubicc* BUJir in the G*ncm]‘s ind^position 
an excellent pretext for iiot giving him the command of the 
army. I In flatterers did not fail to Assure him that, ns 
Governor, lie had a j*rfcct right to nominate his own 
cencrnJ, but not daring to disobey the K hold's formal order, 
he :if upon the plan of sending *Abd ai-Malik a deputation 
with a letter informing him that HltbalUb was ill, but that 
there were plenty oi other generals in -Irak quite capable of 
taking his place. r 

vi«i;l t,MB . de P utll£ HBi arrived at Damascus, -Abd al- 
:.ii hm ^. ** pnynLe conversation with its Iicad, ll.n Hakim. 

mi •Ilf 1 ? 1 ' i Sni ^ J ’’* o !at y°V arv !i *'fo>Uy upright and very 

intelligent man: tell me therefore frankly who. in your 

. ,ir: »r (J,5 fclt .VjiT' h„I,.'"' 4 ,,■JJkJwrtlw frnitKOnout -Ah,| il-Wm, 
Dtwtlilt |bn V.^tkir ftiii i n( tin" fifltHSal au;, purlin uf tbr 
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opinion, is 1 lie general that. possesses the talent and qualities 
necessary for bringing tliis war to a iuecessftil isMier"’ lb© 
Hakim, though not a Yemenite, replied without hcdtatiii'n 
that it was Miilndlul). "Hut he is ill." sniil tile Ivhitlif. 
*' It Knot his illness.” replied Dm Hakim with a meaning 
smile, *' which provent-s his receiving the commit nd. “ Alt! 
1 understand.' said the Klialif: “Bis hr intends to follow 
in Khnltd s footsteps! " 

'Abd al-Malik lucordingly sent the Governor peremptory 
orders to entrust MuhaJlah. and none other, with the com¬ 
mand of the army. His hr obeyed, but with a Imd grace. 
Muhallnh having scut him a list of soldiers whom he wished 
enrolled, the Governor struck out the names of the bravest, 
and then summoning Ihn Mikhmif, general of the Kiifau 
auxiliary troops, said to him : “ You know that I esteem 
and trust you. If you would retain my friendship, do what 
I now bid you: disobey every order given you by this bar¬ 
barian from* Grain, and contrive tlmt all his plans uuty mis¬ 
carry.” Flm Mikhn&f bowed; Bishr thought this signified 
assent, hut lie had mistaken his man. Ihn Mikhtnd was uf 
the same race, „and wind was more, of the same tribe, as 
MuludlaU and he had not the least intention of playing the 
odious part suggested to him by the Governor : on leaving 
the palnee he remarked to his fitertds: “ Assuredly the hoy 
must W crazy t<< suppose me capable of treachery towards 
the illustrious chief of my tribe 1 * 

The army took the field, and Muhrdhib, though deprived 
of his best officers and bravest soldiers, hud nevertheless 
driven buck the Khftiejites successively from the F.uphrates, 
from Ahwtbe, and from Hum Hormuz 1 —when his brilliant 
series of victories was suddenly interrupted by news that 
Bislir was no more. What tliis blunderer Jiud failed to 
accomplish while living was effected by his death. The 
army fed into terrible confusion. Believing—such wns 
their selltslmesa — that the war concerned only the Arabs 
of Basra, the Kuftm soldiers under Ibn Mikhnaf mutinied, 
and deserting in a*liodjr, set out for home. Most of I lie 
soldiers from Basra followed their example. Never during 
the long struggle had such iininincnt danger threatened, 
Irak was a prey to utter imitrehy : not a semblance of 
authority or discipline remained. Bis hr s lieu tenant at Kid* 
threatened the deserter^ with death if they did not return !<< 
tfirir posts: their only reply was to go to their homes, and 

1 Abort ilKi m N.K 
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there has no question of punching them. Soon the Khilrc~ 
j ilex overwhelmed the ImmlfuJ of brave me it who tnui re¬ 
mained faithful to Muhallahs. t.tandurd, btir^l through all 
the former barrier, and poured into * I ntk, The irnfortunate 
wretches who on the occasion of the defeat of ‘Abd id-'A/.iz 
hud fallen into the hands of these fanatics, had been loaded 
with cl mins, thrown into dungeons, and sutfcrec^. to die of 
hunger; who could be sure that the Khiirejites had not pre¬ 
pared u similar fate for lull the ■* pagans " of the province i 
Much depended on the new (Governor. 1 f the Kliafifs choice 
was ii hud one, as it had been on each previous occasion, 

* J rak Was lost, 

‘ ■ Vlxl ol-Malik appointed The latter, who was 

at Medina when he received Ins Wttnmation, immediately 
started for Kufn with only twelve companions (December* 
a . n, mi). Upon his arrival he proceeded straight to the 
Mosque, where the populace, who hud been warned of his 
approach, were assembled He entered girt with it sword, 
lind carrying how in his hand, his face being half concealed 
hy the volurninous folds of his turban. Ascending ilie 
fiulpit, be directed his weak and wandering gpze — for lie was 
short sighted—at the congregation for some lime, without 
uttering a word. Taking this prolonged siknoe for a sign of 
timidity, the townsmen grew indignant, and since thev were, 
if not valiant in deeds, at any rate insolent in speech— 
especially when an Opportunity arose of insulting a Governor 
—they had already begun to say one to another: "May 
Allah confound these Oinuyyada/who entrust the iioverm 
iuent of our province to imbeciles 1 " and one of the boldest 
had even proposed to hurl a stone at his head, when Haij&i 
suddenly broke the silence which he had so obstinately mam 
timu d. A daring innovator in oratory, as well as in state¬ 
craft, he did not begin with the customary prelude in honour 
of } he prophet, Putting aside the turban which 

screened his face, he began by reciting this verse of mi ancient 
poet: 

“lam the rising sun. 1 surmount *ivcrv obstacle To 
be known, it sufficed) Unit I unveil im-clf.”* Then he con- 
tinned m slow and solemn accents:'■♦Kuown to me are 
the hadite for the lamest- And the mover f I the 

reper Ehrlween turbos and ln.ar.ls that weep tin- breast. 

I see Mood — blood J 

1 hen with slowly rising animation he went on: “ Bv 
1 Sui-?K llm 11-111,11 : “* -SliSmUll, Lit. Hitt, »/tlt |, Sftg, 








id] hajjJj at kOfa hi 

Atlulit ye men of *J oik. I mra not one that fleeth at a 
threatening look. I am not like a eumel that gullopclh 
away at full sireed. terrified by the drumming of an empty 
water-skin. Just as a horse’s mouth is scanned to tliseovcr 
his itgt and his fitness for work— none hath been scanned, 
and my wisdom teeth have been seen. The Commander 
of the Faithful hath drawn life arrows fHn n his quiver—li- 
hath spread them out-—lie hath examined them one by one, 
heed Fully. carefully. He hath made proof of them nil. he 
hath chosen the keenest and the toughest—that arrow is 
myself. This is why he hath sent me among you. For u 
Jong time ye have trodden the paths nf anarchy and re¬ 
bellion ; but—hear my oath 1 — 1 will treat you as thorn- 
bushes which men gather for fuel, mid which they faggot 
withicords ere t hey cut them in bundles—I will buffet you 
os. the herdsmen be thwack the c funds that linger in the 
pasturage when the others wend to the tethering. Mark 
this well—wlint I sav. I do: what l design, I accomplish; 
once 1 have traced out the sole of a sandal. I cut the 
feather true." 

-■ Tin- Cmnjmuder of the Faithful hath ordered me to 
give you your pay and to conduct you to the seat of war, 
then: to iiglki under Muliallub. 1 yive you three days for 
preparation, and I swear hy all that js must holy that when 
they are at an cud, 1 will behead every man who doth not 
set out. And now. young man, read Uu KhaliFs letter. 1 * 
1 %e youth addressed read the words: "'.AM al-Malik, 
Commander eff the Faithful, wndeth greeting to alt the 
Mitsui mam of Kiifn-" 

It was customary for the people to reply to this formula 
with the words: **Greeting to the Commander of the 
Faithful! " Hut on this occasion t lie assembly maintained 
a sullen silence. Although they felt instinctively that they 
hud found their master in this orator whose style was so 
harsh and abrupt, withal so picturesque and vigorous, they 
could nut yet admit it to themselves. 

“Stay!" eri-tl.Hnjjaj l>> the reader. Then. addressing 
the people once more, "• The Commander of the Fuithfut 
greeteth you," he exclaimed, "and yr make no resjaue *.' f 
Hy Allah ! must I give you a lesson in courtesy? Hegin 
again, young limn ! " 

As Ire tittered these simple words Hnjjaj threw into his 
gesture, into his glance, into the sound of Ilia voice, an ex¬ 
pression so threatt-ning and terrible, that whew the reader 
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repented the words “sendeth greeting/’ (lie whole assembly 
cried with one voice.Greeting to the Commander of the 
KuiLhltil t " 

A like method was adopted, with similar success, at 
Uusm. Many inliubitunts of that town, informed of what 
hud happened at Kftfo. did not even await the arrival of 
the new Governor before setting out to join BJuhallah’i* 
force, and tlml general, agreeably surprised at the unwonted 
steal of the men of 'Irak, cried in a transport of joy, " God 
Ik- praised! At last there is a mm in 'Irak! "' Woe tt» 
tiim who dared to show any hesitation, or the slightest hint 
of resistance, for human Life was of little account in die 
eyes of Hnjjnj, Two or three persons discovered this to 
their cost. 

If, however, llujjflj thought that the game was won, lie 
was mistaken. Recovering somewhat fmm their first terror, 
the men of * Irak blushed at having allowed themselves to 
tie stunned and intimidated like schoolboys in the presence 
of a severe pedagogue, and just as Hajjilj was setting out 
with a division to join Mtih&Uab, a dispute with regard to 
pay proved the signal for an outbreak which soon assumed 
the aspect of a formidable revolt. The rallying cry was, 
” Away with the Governor !" The rebels aware that they 
would force 'Abd ul-Malik to recall him, threatening that 
in cast- of refusal they would depose him themselves Aban¬ 
doned by nil except his relatives. Ins intimate friends, mid 
his household servants, Hajjuj saw the rebels piling! Ids 
tent and carry off his wives: had they not been restrained 
by fear of the Khali f, he would himself have been stain. 
Vet not for an instant did he lose courage. Indignantly 
rejecting the advice of his friends, who wished him to parley 
with the rebels, he exclaimed boldly, anti ils though master 
of the situation: ■* Never! until they have handed over to 
me the ring leaders." In ail probability he would have paid 
for ills indexible pertinacity with his life, had not the Kaisitev 
at this critical juncture come over to his side. They had 
already recognised in him their hope, their supporttheir 
leader; they had grasped the idea Unit by following the 
line of conduct Hajjaj had traced out for tKein they might 
raise them selves from t heir humiliation and return to power. 
Three Kuisite chiefs — amongst whom the gallant Kotniba 
ibn Muslim was conspicuous—rushed to his rescue ; one of 
Muhnllstb's tribesmen, and n Tcmiinitc sheik not in sympathy 

1 Writ, L m 
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with the rebels, followed their example, and ns soon its 
Ilajjdj saw sis thousand men mustered under his standard 
lie forced the insurgents to join buttle. At one moment his 
(lcft'&l 'Reined imminent, but ht^Miccecded in rallying \wa osen* 
and the rebel leader having been killed by an arrow, be 
pined n victory which lie rendered complete mid decisive 
l>y his uJciNcncy towards the vanquished, who were not 
pursued, but were granted nn amnesty. Efajjaj contented 
himself with sending the heads of rune teen rebel leaders, 
who had fallen in the right, to Mid mi lab. to sene as 11 
warning to any who might feci mutinous sentiments rising 
in their hearts. 

The Knisitcs, heretofore abettors of every rebellion, 
found themselves for the first time on the side of authority, 
und Amviug once entered upon this path, they pursued ft. 
recognising that it was the only way to reinstate themselves 
in the Khali fs favour. 

Order having Swell restored, Hjm&j had but one care, 
namely to arouse and spur on Muhalktb, whom lie suspected 
of unduly protracting the war in bis own interest. The 
Governors natural impetuosity led him to adopt both wise 
and unwise measures. He sent the General letter after 
letter, bitterly reproaching him with what he termed lib 
tardiness, his inactivity, his cowardice*—even going so fur 
as to threaten him with death, or at. the least with depriva¬ 
tion. Besides this, he sent commissaries, one niter another, 
to the field. Belonging to the same race as the Governor! 
and possessed with a mania for giving advice, especially 
unasked advice, these commissaries sometimes caused dis¬ 
order in the army, but on the day of battle were conspicuous 
by their absence. Nevertheless* the end was gained. Two 
years had not elapsed since llujjisj had been appointed to 
the government of 'Irak before the KMrejites laid down 
their amis. 1 

Nominated viceroy of nil the eastern provinces, as a 
reward for his faithful and valuable services, Uajjn) hod yet 
many a revolt ftp deal with: but he quelled them all; 
and while he rendered his sovereign's crown more stable, 
lie raised his trihe from the state of deep hum Min turn into 
which they had sunk, and endeavoured to reconcile them 
to the Klmlif. He succeeded without gmit diltieuUy. 
Since the Khalif w:is obliged to rely cither on Lhe Kclbrtes 
or on the Kaisites, his choice could not, indeed, lie doubtful 

1 Toward ■ Uut mid af a±sk 

H 
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Monarch* usually have little liking for those who, having 
contributed to their elevation, hove a just claim on their 
gratitude. The services rendered by the Kdbites It ad 
inspired them with an arrogance which had become irksome; 
they Were for ever reminding the Khalif that if it had not 
ht'cu fur them neither he nor his father would have ascended 
the tit,Pone; they looked upon him ns their dependant 
even as their creature and property. The Kaisitvs, on the 
Other hand, desiring at all costs to make ‘Abd id-Malik 
forget that they had been the ft>&> of his father nml himself, 
solicited his favour on their knees, and 11114 uestioningly 
obeyed his every worri and gesture. They thus won him 
over and supplanted their rivals. 

The discarded Kdbites were loud in their protests. The 
Khalifs power was too firmly established at this period for 
them to attempt u revolt against it; but their poets bitterly 
reproached him with his ingratitude, and did not refrain 
from threats. Witness the following verses by Jmiwis. 
the father of that Sn'd whose death in Spain as victim of 
Kalsite haired we shall hear of biter : 

M J Abil *IMfl|ifc3 Th0U hut tioi rt^iutol im, thuiiglt wv fmijhl bn^Lv 

1 <if t\u t-. aiiri Inf lhr«- fchr rfijnvmriiE nf tyirM's piijabiiir-^ 

(Iciin-inbcK^ 1 htnt that *IiuJl ni JAbl* in (hr . 1 'iuvMn? If llm 

tu*il nnt stood hj tiirr ut the ai^mblf then: held tlinu w»uTil.«t 
i ■ ■ : 1 ^! 1 ■"" :i■ ■ amt in-jir nf tlir family wuiiitl rmh |..:Jihr jimycr *=■ llir 

MufHjUc Aitd _fft h iirn*- lliai tlum IiiL.Mt -nbtiiitii il tin* siifimm; jhfiWrTp and 
ftjrdf without a riraj, thou tufnesl lliT lipmi art nut 

frillII UtaMng Midi mrmici. Art thofj of] Hinuii'iIfuJ til&t time lllBtV 
lirinif fthmiMbi rt *mgc**" 

In another poem he reiterates liis complaint; 

di Ih rOnmfmtU tune iinulr m « 9 alh mw upper* in the hloutJ i>r tbdr 
Ki: v .ibd n.vii tLi: « drm m aim. %Uave in tiufir pr- .il fortimal HmiU nt 

OniAtyul l-tffi TiEizulirrlr^ tvf iJmt-E.U w am .Jo T LitfWr/i*•*» 

in i Vuttn, wr tutvr r.pqght wpiuvl With anonl mid -.{jrar; frmu irm hav t 
* r ^*rfird -jiriliu ilmifer whtek tnetweed, lVr^iinr.rr Vn*l will nwani 

kfcr *« r M n .ru, flUUiOiMl'h JU With i ujr liana We Wi ^uhlishril I be 

tnrraic ; hul a nvfcHr the family of OimjyA friiUiut hrwanl m* Vc 4 tv 
Hmrupm, who w fnmi HSjA*. from a Wt tluit the Demt dlvlclitlh 
wh .av fmhi rrnri, *»d when Syria kiiuwetk <wt> Thar *» wV„ tk* 
miiHti'd A^ajAHl you; tbdr ryui llaihi),^ with hatred, «utl their 
rianilard Hdpjibjt bi da- biror , 

Another K el bite poet, one of those who Jiml formerly 

hnml ,nr ' rbicIf i^nran tolou^l 1 =^ wUlr.l .t 
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° f imh ' mUT ^ tl '** vc ™* *> the 

•j " 1 ,U *> l1 u ] it. it.il pmve it to poi i >11 man* 

l[ « wholly In OHr val„ur. Kquy not ,j U r i<,m b | trb a > 

KTVurn « h moritllm!r ; f.irtiioriy Jm BjvJfed iijniu 

1 g i iLn^ " j 1 ' Vra d l IT** ' ttaw, when 

““ a Hi < k -.a I, ‘Jiroijfi. ti tin- ctjw of vi Onirtt i.nl Emir, wr Uin tJiat w-li 
«ISi«] L K 1 ^ ih* 1 ‘ r H{Sl i t ; ilf *** « (,lp *«r«* °f d*fc»t Alltl 

^ * M i n ** '“ ,irt d him. so that he ttImI in hia tod, •fi lx } in 

JffV, ' V|ll f tJ]e *■**•' f’ !a P ihf iHmtcr, miiinrl him if'the 4 „| lMi , 

phiQh he tli»|i]jivttl in JJJuihbik t tamp in tliceafl nf JuiiImu-! i There ft» 

535 tee^^h"r-' ofn, ^ : *.* - ** -**« 

liut reproaches, murmurs, threats, availed the Ivetbhcs 
miLliiug. | hejr Meendnnt-y hnd passed, and passed for ever. 

It was true tint Ail- policy of the Court might eh mure-as 
in fact lnlcr on it did change—it i& also true that the Kclbites 
4 md sLill riu unimpnrLiiut part to play, especially in Africa and 
SiKiin. hut they never regained the proud iu>sitkrii they held 
under Merwari, that of being the paramount tribe among 
the i emeiulies, 1 lint rank wus henceforth hold hv ihe Hem 
j, , , . iaij dly of Muindhih had supplanted that of Ibn 

Hahoith At the same time the tribal conflict, while losing 
none of its bitterness, spread over a \ aster Hdd : henceforth 
hnisite* were everywhere at enmity with Yemenites. 

!u the reign of \\ alid, who in 705 succeeded Ids father 
'Abd aJ-Midik. the powernf the K aisitesculminated. - My 
™ n r, ‘Ahd ul-Mnlik upon his deathbed, "ever hold 
Hajjiij iii Liic mosL profound respect ■ it is to him that thou 
owest the throne, lie is thy sword and thy right imn, and 
thou lutst more need of him than lie of thee/' \ Valid never 
forgot this counsel. -* My father," he said, - was.accustomed 
to declare that Hajjaj was the '-kin of his brow; but I sav 
llml l„ IV Uk skin of myftet- ' These worts cptarti 
v> alid s whole reign, which unis indeed more fertile than 
aiiv other m conquests and military glory; in it the Kaisire 
hutaiba plant ed the Moslem standard on the walU of Samar- 
cimd; Mohammed ibn KSsitn. cousin of Ilajjaj. conquered '■ 
1 £& ih» mult nr juiiHl 

b »* - il! ' [B I *« lufifltiel tU tb.- hvm» of |f„ 

^a^Uuf*t^ ,k ' l tiT^ “? 11 ** * fh4*luui that «ouW am 

1 nut. KtoR/iiitu at- H i: *ti. Ani|ivhK 
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India to the fool of the Himidayt!>; while at the other 
extremity of the empire, tile Yemenites, after achieving the 
contjinst of the north of Africa, annexed Spain to the vast 
fabric of which the I’rOpflH of Mecca had laid the foundation. 
Nevertheless this was a disastrous period for the Yemenites, 
mid especially for the two must prominent. though nut the 
most estimable, men of that party, Yaztd, son of .VuhaUah. 
ami Mt'isA. sou of Nttsayr. I hi fortunately for himself, Ynzid 
—head of his house since his father's death—had given 
HsjjAj very* good grounds for animosity against him. Like 
the rest of his family, which was the most open-handed of 
ad under the Omayyads—just us the Harmicides were, under 
the v\ trims ids—Yftzid scattered money wherever he went, 
mid with a view to being happy himself and m it king everyone 
else happy, squandered his fortune on pleasure, on (.hearts, 
and on the reckless outpourings of his princely muni hocncc- 
It is related that once, when making pilgrimage to Mecca, 
he gave a thousand pieces of stiver to a barber for shaving 
him. Amazed at receiving so large a sum, the barber 
exclaimed in lib joy : With tills I will ransom ray mother 
from slavery I " Touched by this instance of- filial affect ion, 
YazTd gave him another thousand pieces. "May 1 put 
away my wife,” cried the barlier, " if I shave Another man 
mi long as I live! Whereupon Yazjd gave him yet two 
thousand pieces more. Many similar stories are told of him. 
which at least tend to show that gold flowed like water 
between his spendthrift fingers; but since no fortune, how¬ 
ever vast, could hold out against prodigality thus pushed 
to the verge of insanity, Yuzid, to escape ruin, hod been 
tempted to encroach on the Kimlifs treasure. Upon 
being condemned by Iiajjaj to repay six millions tu the 
exchequer, oud being unable to find more thin half of this 
sum, Yazid was thrown into a dungeon and cruelly tortured. 
After four years he succeeded in escaping, with two of his 
brothers who had shared his captivity, Hajjaj believed 
1 list he had tied to hhormaii, to stir up an insurrection 
there, and sent messengers to Kutniha lifting him to be on 
his guard, and to nip in the hud an? symptoms of revolt. 
The fugitives, however, crossing the desert of Seuiswa, with 
a Kejbite guide, sought the protection of SulaimAn—the 
Khalif s brother, and head of the Yemenite party—who was 
heir to the throne by virtue of the provisions made by *Abd 
aJ-Malik, Sulntmin swore that m, long as he lived Muhul- 
lah s sons would have nothing to fear ; lie further offered to 
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[W to the treasury the three millions which Yarfd had 
been unable to find, and sought pardon for the fatter. This 
he obtained with much difficulty, and by * hind of map de 
thaihy. Y'aatfd thenceforth lived in his protector's pa bee. 
awaiting the moment of his party’s return to power. When 
Hiked why he did not purchase n house for himself, he 
replied : c herefure \ 1 sImlII soon Hod a permanent lodging: 
n ir^vemor s palace, ifSuhiimli) becomes Klmlif, ami a prison 
if he doth not" 

The other Yemenite Ult* future conqueror of Spin—was 
not. like Y a%id,*ul a noble stork. He was n freed man, and he 
was only attached to the party then in du^ntce, in tile sense 
that Ids patron ‘Aid al *A/iy,—hmthcr of the Khalif‘Abd 
Hl-Malik. find Governor of Egypt— was, as we have seen, a 
warm supporter of Kel bites because his mother belonged 

to that tribe, Already, during the reign of ‘Abd abMalik, 
Miiva, when collector of taxes at Basra, !md been guilty of 
malversation. The Klmlif, upon being informed of this, 
ordered H ujjuj to arrest him. Warned in tune, M6si escaped 
to Egypt, where he implored his patron’s protection, The 
Jutter not only accorded this, but betook himself to Court to 
settle the matter, 1 lie K halil demanded an iijili-mnitv of 
a hundred thousand pie its of gold : 'Abd al*'Av,iz paid ‘him 
half this Sum, aad afterwards nominated MusA to the 
Governorship of Africa—an appointment at that time in the 
gift of the Governor of Egypt, Even after the conquest of 
Spam, Mftsil, Umugh laden with riches, continued to make 
free with the Khalif s property as impudently as before It 
is true that peculation from the public funds was almost 
universal in thow: days : MhwVs fkult consisted in his being 
more during 1 1 mu others, while it was Jus misfortune not to 
belong to the dominant party. \ Valid had kept a watchful 
eye over the Governor, and after some time summoned him 
to Syria to render an account of Ids administration. Musa 
evaded the order as long as he could, btil at lost perforce 
obeying it. he quitted Spain, and on arriving at the Court, 
endeavoured to disarm the Khalifs wrath by splendid gifts 
It was in vain. The long accumulated hatred of his com- 

f anions, Tiirjk, JtJughUhjuuI others. hurst fnrt.li: they loaded 
lfisil with accusations which were only too readilv believed, 
ami the faithless Governor was ignomimoudy expelled tmm 
tfie audience-ehomber. before the council ended. The Khalif 
Iml cktemtint'd to jml Liizn to but some inJluentiaJ 

courtiers, whom Mils a had won over by aid of his wealth. 
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succeeded in saving ids life to consideration of his being 
mulcted in a very heavy fine. 

Not long after this Wnlid died, leaving the throne to bil 
brother Siiliunmii. The ruin of t lit Ivnisiten im mediately 
followed, and was complete. Hajjaj was no more. " A Kali, 
grant that t may die before the Commander of the Faithful, 
and let me not l>e subject to a sovereign who willow me 
no pityl **' Such Itrul been Ins prayer, arid i <od had granted 
it; but hjs clients, his creatures, in id those of his friends who 
still held office were instantly dismissed and replaced by 
Yemenites, Yaxid I bn Abt Muslim, freedinan and secretary 
of Hayiij, lost Uie Governorship of ‘T rak and was thrown 
into u dungeon—whence lie emerged five years later, on the 
accession of the Kaisitc Klialtf Yasdd n, to become Governor 
nf Africa: in those days such sudden changes of fortune 
were not infrequent. 

Less fortunate than I bn Abt Muslim, the valiant Kutaihn 
wus beheaded; tlie illustrious conqueror of India. Mohammed 
ibn KAsim, cousin of I lajjnj, expired under torture; while 
Vazid, son of Mu ha Jin b, who in the preceding reign had 
narrowly escaped the same fate, enjoyed unlimited power, 
as S uUinian's favourite. Musa alone tailed to profit by the 
triumph of the party to which be belonged* for in the 
vain hope of conciliating YVa]id, he had grievously offended 
Sudaimfin. Just os Musa reached Syria Wnlid was so 
dangerously ill that bis death was daily expected, and his 
Wilier, who hankered after I he rich presents which Mush 
had offered the Khnltf, requested the Governor to slacken 
his pace, so as not to reach Damascus until the Khalifs dentil 
had placed SulnstiiAn himself upon the throne. Mhs&did not 
yield to this request, and Wafio'l SOUS inherited t!ic splendid 
gifts mode to their father. Sulaimrin consequently owed 
Most a grudge, and would not remit any portion of t?b fine: 
thi>, ns a matter of fact, he could easily pay with the help 
of liis many clients in Spain, and of members of the Hem 
l.iikhm—his wife's tribe. Hut SulaiinAii did not push his 
revenge further. A multitude of legends .some more affecting 
than others, have sprung up with regard to Mtail's fate; they 
are the invention ol romnnoists of an epoch when the position 
of parties in the eighth century had been entirely forgotten, 
and when all that wa^ certainly known was that MfusA enjoyed 
an ancient and trustworthy writer 1 relate*—the pro- 
todinn and friendship of Yasld, son of Muholhib, the nil. 

1 Weil, L 533, i Bdellium, p. 
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powerful favourite of Sulaimiii. There U not even plausible 
ground for accepting the worthless legends referred to- 
tJie\ rest on no trustworthy authority, urn! are directly 
opposed to the circumstantial narrative of u contemporary 
chronicler . 1 

Stilniimns successor. 'Omar II, presents a singular ex¬ 
ception dn the history of the Omayyads. He was not a 
partisan, hut ti venerable hierarch'—ti saintly man who held 
in abhorrence the clamours of discord and hatred, who 
thanked God that he had not lived in the days of the 
saints of Islam, when ‘Alt, A yes ha. and Mu'fiwiya Imd 
ihus^ed for the victory, and who even forbade that unhappy 
*trifc to be spoken of. Entirely absorbed in the interests 
of religion and the prolongation ot the Faith, he reminds us 
of t4iat excellent and venerable pontiff 1 who exclaimed to the 
Florentine!,; “ He ye neither Guelphs nor Ghjhcllines. but 
t Kristians and fellow-citizens J " But ‘Umar U w&s as far 
from realizing his generous dreams as was Gregory X. 
YazSH I I, w ho succeeded him, and whohtid married a niece 
ot Hnjjilj. was a Kuisite. Then I-Iislnim ascended the 
throne. He iit first favoured die Yemenites, end having 
replaced by men of tfiat party- ; many governors uuniiimted 
by his predecessor, he allowed those who succeeded to 
power cruelly to persecute those whom they supplanted: 
out when, for reasons to he explained Inter, lie threw ovvr 
the Yemenites, die KuisiUs took their revenge, especially 
in Africa and Spain, 

Since their Arab population was almost exclusively 
Yemenite, these countries were usually tranquil when ruled 
by men of that party: while, under Isoidte governors, they 
be**a i lie the scene of the most frightful outbreaks. This is 
wlmt happened on the death of the Kelbite Bisiir. Governor 
of Afijoa. Ifishr, on his deathbed, had entrusted the 
government of the province to one of his tribesmen, who, 
it would appear, flattered himself that the Khalit flishilm 
would formally confirm him in his office. His hope was not 
full i lletl. for ifidh&m appointed ‘Obnido, a Kuisite. of Uie 
tribe of Subyiu. The Kdbite, on being informed of this, 
believed himself strong enough to main lain his position by 
fores of arms. 

It was a Friday morning, in the month of June or July. 

1 -Nan i*l hiilrtn! Btja. 

p li: K fnpji-aii, if.;. TJir KnisJn Muslim *1- Kiln hi r r«iiure«J (if llii VimumltA 
Am 4 «i’Kain 
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A.i*. 728. The K cl hi be Governor was duly attired ami was 
about to M't out to tin- Mosrjuc to preside over public 
prayers, when life friends rushed into ho chamber crying; 
“The Emir! The Emir 'Ohmda is about to enter the 
town 1 " Thunderstruck, the K cl bite, at first silent ami 
stupefied^ only recovend hi;, voice to exclaim : “God alone 
k powerful! The hour of the IntsL Judgment wilt wine thus 
unlooked tor! " His Ihnb® refused to support him; frozen 
with terror he fell to the ground, 

’Ob&ida had recognised that to establish hfe authority, 
he must take the Capitol by surprise. Fortunately for him, 
hmnvnn had no walk, and marching silently with his 
K a Bites through byways he lint! entered unawares, while 
iltc townsfolk supposed he was still in Egypt or Syria, 
Once master of the Capital ho treated the Kefbttes will; un¬ 
paralleled cruelty, After eastitig them into dungeons he put 
them to torture, and to gratify life sovereign's cupidity 
mulcted them in exorbitant lines! 

Spain's lium cameJ Her Governor was at that time 
nominated by the Governor of Africa, hut thus far she had 
been subject but once to a Kiidfe Haring foiled in his 
fust attempts, ‘Obaidu sent thither, in April, 72ft, the 
Kafeite Flail Imm. one of the tri he of KHab,*at the same 
time lli rciiL'-iiiiig tlie Arabs of Spain with condign punish¬ 
ment if they dared to resist the commands of their new 
governor. The Veuienitcs murmured—perhaps they even 
plotted against liuithum ; at any rate the latter thought so, 
and acting upon -Obaida's secret instructions, he threw the 
chief men of the party into prison, wrung from them by 
atrocious tortures confession of a conspiracy, and put them 
to death. Among life victims was a Kdbite, who by reason 
of his noble origin, life riches, and Ids eloquence, was held in 
estm. This was Sa*d, wn of that Jauwfe who had 
in hw verses so vigorously reproached the Klmlif -Abd ;d- 
MnEtk tor his ingratitude towards those Kd bites who at the 
Ilattle ot Rnhit had dreidud the fate of the Empire and 

S iijiicd for Merw&n a throne. At Sa'ds execution the 
kfilbitt's trembled with indignation, and some of theta— in¬ 
cluding V brash, Hfehlm's secretary— who had not lost all 
tnilui Ik .it Court, used it to sucli good purpose that they 
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tlit* KiuUif to send to Spain n certain Mohammed 
wiU) mstruetions to punish Hsitharo and give the sovem- 
tf } e P mvince to the Yemenite Abd-e^Rahmftr. JL y 
tthtihki. who enjoyed great popularity. Upon his arrival at 
t ordovn, Mohammed could not find l Ahd-er Rahman, who 
was in ding to escape the tyrant's persecution; but having 
at?esUtKIIaiLham s lie ordered him to be beaten and his huid 
to be >Jmvcd--^ a brand of disgrace; afterwards the ex- 
oovemor, nuuk-d with chains and mounted on un ass, with 
f ,J *1 , e * l> , * ^ 4,1 ( 1 bis hands tied behind him, was to lie 
cd through the streets of the i-itv. This sentence ha vine 
l,e 7 «'dy earned out, Htutham was sent to Africa, in order 
ttmt the Uovemqr of that province might pass judgment on 
turn. Hut -Obwda could scarcely be expected to punish in 
his turn, apiiui who had merely earned out his chief s orders. 
Ihe Khubi. for Ins part, considered that he had given the 
Kd bites ample satisfaction, although their demands went 
further, since, according to Arab notions, Sa'd’s death could 
v or Y t)e e *P»'ded by that of his murderer, HisJi:Vm accord¬ 
ingly sent such ambiguous orders to ‘Obaido that the Inttcr 
5" ?' Ac to 'ttterpret it to H ait hams advantage. This was 
highly disappointing to the Kelbites, but they would not be 
discouraged? * lJ id one of their most illustrious chieftains, 
Abu 1-hlinttfir, who had been Sa'd’s intimate friend, and 
who when thrown into prison bv ■Obaida hod nursed his 
hatred agitmsl the tyrant and the KakHc* in general, com¬ 
posed a poem destined for the Khidif » ears : 

I Jwu suflerint ihe Karaites to kttr.il our Mood, O Min of Mi-n.An, but 
d tluili rrfuscdl to do IwJftnUcf .r wilt W ral lr. fhr njrhtaais judirmtlrt 
of t.irti It -i:tineth that thou luul furj-utlrn ill- Battle of RAhlt. and 
not those who thru j-toe thee the vii-torv burnt th„ u -Mt 
‘ J ?“ l l,,ou * rrt *l«li-ldw! fK.ni the of the riicmjj 

"I - t(mi thou lind.t im> fiorir or foul but UA Dill tince Hum (w.t attained the 
lobjtt i oj Uiy ambition, and, thunks to us swim in ;>le*Hirdt vrr. >rr iM-ucaOi 
thj nottce: irt <„ Ion,; .s s* ban* Ur.wu thee. we have gour hnnil in 
■ 1 ™ "f rMdintf to * Wind ,purity «h n i war l*™hr< li 

ou ijiiiih Will i, u,v font .UpfHilh upon the mpe-ladder mayhap the cnnl* 
that hem drcitu-nt <h. firmly Lwfalc*] vj]| uniwkl. Mjutj » tfauc hath thia 
Wfrt iCcft-i 


Ihe Kelhite A brash. If/sham's secretary, umlertook to 
rentt these verses to the Kind if, and the threat of a civil 
war litid such an eifecL upon HisliAm that he instuiitlv de- 
crtriai (ibaidn s iJisimssjiJ* cscfst&Lriiiiig in real or feignet! 
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wrath: “ M*y the curse of Allah light upon this sou of a 

Christian who lieedeth not toy conn minds f" 

4 

(iti nioiiiTii: : MOImitmI, j. ( i. 4C. 2SW-I, 7*0- fill. TAJ ; l tin KMlikln 
(nl, U uflt,), {n»c. ix, >1; i JOS—i,?; {tin iLutiihn, jin, 20] 2; 
HwiOmu, Jj|t. li.lfi-O \ Suyrtii, 221 . Ilu, Khdltlilii. It iitf, t;Mi; 
1 i.l e. S8, *0. 57; fb<ii Halrtk n. I.VS; .W,:h vutimv'ai. f,2; AM 
SAM: It.,, AMbtoir, 47-j); Mukluirf, U. »3; W, 
PP +7-9, 3157; IImi AiJhArt, l. *4- J t $6-7. j 
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v CHAPTER X 

TJIK BERBERS 

mBE strife Mwcen Yemenites and Kaisites was not 

™J to" l‘ U U ! tl, T races, with 

rtguril to whom the two parties held widely divalent 

J)ew> ( tspecmUy ns, concerned payment of tribute. U*w :t s 
Huimj who had laid down the policy to ho followed bv Ims 
OH fl party. Hie Law provided that Christians and Jews 
who uune under Mohammedan rule, and wlm embraced 
I slain ism, were cVcmpted from payment to the Treasury of 
the iHill-Las; 1 exacted from those whu adhered to the faith 
t| jf r . ltnw:s ^ s - A’haiifcs to this halt offered to avarice, 
the Mohammedan Church daily received into her bosom a 
mu t.lmie of fsrmvert, w ho, without being entirely convinced 

£Hf. trr)t, . 1 * of h Z *'«« deroted to the pursuit of 

wraith unci worldly advantages. Divines rejoiced at tins 
rapul spread ol the faith, hut tfie Exchequer lost heavily 
I he coidrihution frou. Egypt for instance, rose during the 
Khali (ale of ■Othman to twelve millions; hut a few years 
later, under Mti’ftwm, when most of the Copts had Vcn 
comertetl, it fell to five millions. I’ndcr ‘Omar II it foil 
, lower, ] hi-, caused the pious monarch no uneasiness, 
and when one <>f his vicegerents warned him that ere long 
all the m Egypt would be converted, and the 

revenues which they brought to the State Treasury would be 
U>M. im reply was: - 1 shall rejoice if ail the SGw&t* become 

a tttSSKi 30,11 ^ Pn,pliet t0 U an apostle and not 

1 InjjAj thought otherwise, lie wns not keenly interested 
m the propngutiod of the Faith, and lie obliged, it, order 

5 re “f * he graces, to replenish the Treasury. 

He had therefore not granted exemption from the poll-tax 

£rom ** Wi * rt “ »*> ~iW «r J* t< „ WK . L .J to u* UiUt ' 

** * w—• ^ ■*«- 

1 ilMim Ji»*rp tV* ivnn JP^ilL 
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to tkit* new Musutnums of -Irak. 1 The Kaisite* imitated! 
faithfully the example thus set them; indeed, they went 
further, and treated all the vanquished with insolence mid 
excessive hardiness. The Yemenites, on tile other hand, if 
they did nut always treat the conquered with justness and 
mildness when they were in power, at any rate when they 
were in opposition joined their voices with thus* of the 
oppressed in protest against the grasping policy of their rivals. 
The conquered naturally looked for halcyon days when the 
\ emeidtes returned Ui power; but they met. with frequent 
disappointment#, for the Yemenites were neither the first 
nor the Inst Liberal* who have discovered that though it is 
easy, when in opposition. to declaim against taxes, to de* 
mand Huancial reform, and to promise it upon their return 
to office, it, is never the] ess difficult, when that event ttkes 
place, to fulfil their pledget “ 1 find myself in a somewhat 
embarrassing position," said the Yemenite chieftain, Ynzid 
ilm Muhidlnb, upon being appointed Governor of 'Irik by 
Su human; " All the people of the province rest their hopes, 
upon me: they will curse me, as they cursed Ilajj&j, if l 
compel them to pay the same tribute ns heretofore—and on 
tin other hand I shall incur Su laimin's displeasure if he 
does not receive ns much at my hands its his brother received 
when liajjaj was Governor," To escape from Li ic dilemma 
lie had recourse to an ingenious expedient. I fa ting declared 
to the Khulif that he could not undertake to collect the im¬ 
posts, he entrusted this odious duty to a member of the 
party that had lately fallen. 

It must, moreover. I>e admitted that there were among 
the \ eluent to* men of much pliability, who compounded with 
their principles without difficulty, and who to keep their 
pusts served their master, whether he were Yemenite ur 
Kaisite, will i undtiviating devotion and doeilitv Tile 
Kdbite lii-.hr may lie regarded as a type of tins class, a 
cJiiv-. which grew more numerous as morality grew' taxer and 
the love of the tribe yielded to ambition and a thirst for 
£*5*;, Appointed Governor of Africa by the Kaisite 
a 7, II. Bistir sent one of Ids tribesmen, Aabtua by name, 
to.*S{Hun to collect u double tribute from the Christians of 
tbat country; but when the Yemenite Hisham ascended the 
throne, Ihsiir sent YahyA, another of his tribesmen, with 
ordcrx to restore to the Christian* all that had been unjustly 
wrung from them. A Christian writer of that day goes 

4 Jour.n. BflOi,, lit* *crle, n. 48(1, 
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so far w to say U.*l tins “terrible Governor used cruel 
iijeans to compel the MdSttlmms to disgorge that which 
M not belong to them. s 

In .general, however, the Vememtes were milder than 
their rivals m their treatment of the vampushed. bv whom 
they were consequently lew hated, The people of Africa 
that &£tflomeratiori of hetaugfreaiu demerits 
which the Arabs fount! established from Egypt to the 
Atlantic and to which the name of Berbers is implied —had 
rt nwrked predilection for the Yemenites. Strabo lone aim 
pointed out that the Berbers in many respects resembled 
the Arabs, .Nomadic within fixed limits, like the sons of 
Is .“el, ^ lt,]r method of warfare coincided with those of 
the Beck win, as MftsA ibn Nnsayr. who played so large a 
pur Pm their subjugation, has recorded. Like the Arabs, the 
Berber* had been accustomed to immemorial independence— 
for the authority vf Home was practically confined to tile 
eoust—. -ind they possessed a political organization similar to 
^hat ot the Jkdawin, namely a democracy tern tiered bv the 
influence of patnumn families, ft followed that the Arabs 
found in the ^Berbers foes far more formidable than the 
mercenary troops and oppressed subjects of Persia and the 
Hyrantrne Empire. A victory was invariably paid for 
by a sanguinary defeat. No sooner had the Arab' conquerors 
traversed the entire country and readied the shores of the 
Atlantic than their forces were surrounded and cut to pieces 
by hordes innumerable as the sands of the desert.’ “The 
conquest of Africa is impossible, wrote n Governor to the 
Khnlif 'Alui al-Mnlik ; “scarcely has a Berber tribe been 
exterminated when another comes to take its place." 
Nevertheless the Arabs. in spite of the difficulty of the 
enterprise—perhaps even by reason of the obstacles which 
they met at every step, and which honour bade them to 
surmount at nil cos Is—resolved on conquest, with admirable 
courage and unparalleled pertinncitv- After seventy years 
of murderous war the Africans submitted, in the sense that 
they agreed to lay down their arms on the understanding 
timt there should be no taunting them with rights of con¬ 
quest, that their irascihJe pride should Ik- humoured, and 
Unit they should be treated not as a vanquished people, but 
OS equals and brothers. Woe to the man who was so 
imprudent as to of fond them I With foolish pride the 

1 «L JH 

* ‘n.*f |>uiiit rrartiPil Jiy 'Oktp» niutlir Sin e j Alla* (X«tWn 
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K.iisite Ya/Sd Ihn A hi Moslin).formerly secretaryto llajjaj. 
would have treated them as slaves; they assassinated him. 
iLiiti Lin, Khalif Vaxiti II. Kaisite though he wit*. hail pru¬ 
dence enough inn to demand the punishment «>i tlit* assassins, 
but to send a Kdbtte to govern the province. 

Less sagacious tliHti his predecessor, HishAm provoked a 
terrible insurrection, which spread from Africa Spain. 
A Y emenite at the beginning of Iris reign, and therefore not 
unpopular,' Hidium ended by declaring for the lvriisit.es, 
because lie deemed them ready to gratify his riding passion 
—the love of gold. Handing over to them, therefore, the 
provinces they knew so well how to grind, he drew a larger 
revenue than any of Ins anecstors. In 7**4, a year and a 
half after 'Uhaidn’s dismissal. Hish&in entrusted the govern¬ 
ment of Africa to n Knisite, 'Ohaidnfhih. * 

Though graridwm of a freed man. ‘Ob&idnlhih was not. a 
man to be despised. Ho had received ir sound and even 
brilliant education, and knew by rote the cLuxmc poems and 
ballads of the warlike days of old, Ills attachment to tin; 
Kaisttos inspired him with a noble and generous idea. 
Finding only two small Ivsisite tribes in Egypt, he intro¬ 
duced into that country thirteen hundred poor families of 
Uie Kaisitu race, and took great pains to make the colony 
prosperous/ ’OhaididhihV respect for his pi it nan's family 
was touching in iLs intensity. Amidst the pomps of office, 
and at the height of his [tower, fur from blushing at bis 
lunnhle origin, he openly prv>cUrmed his obligations to 
Hajjaj, who had enfranchised his grandfather. When 
Governor of Africa, upon the occasion of 'Okl«t, son of 
Hajjftj, visiting him, 'Obaididiah umde him sit by Ids side, 
(md showed him so much deference that his soils, with the 
arrogance of upstarts, grew indignant. When alone with 
tlicit father tlicy Uwk liim to tj4>k i u You iiimle this 
Bed awry, they said, *■ sit beside you, in the presence of 
nobles aud Kura&liites, who will certainly take offence 
tliereal. and bear you a grudge. Since you We old. no one 
will L;cat you ill. and doubtless death will soon protect you 
from all hostility; hut we, your sons, have reason to fear 
that Uic Shame of this proceeding wilt recoil upon us, 
Uhat. moreover wdl happen if this reaches the Khalif s 
cars l W ill not his wrath be kindled when he learns that 

■ WtoB " ,ta "** *••*** »**■ ■* ^l» wter^u*." 

1 At-Matafcf, /*, mw arttbnt „ Bga*, pp, aMd, 
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y*iu have paid more honour to thin fellow than to the 

j«*t, <iiy relied 

■OfaudnUah, *1 have no excuse to offer; I will not. again 

"AT! 1 > °T 1 Next nwmiBg he summond 

‘Ok ha and i lie noble* to his pditt e. He treated them «U 
With respect, Lmt gave the place of honour to I bn Hnjjaj. a i 
whose KM he seated himself. He then sent for his sous, 
A* they entered the luiH anti gazed in astonishment nt the 
sight presented to them, ‘Obaidailab arose, and after glorify, 
ing God and His Prophet, he related to flit- nobles u |l that 
his sons had said to him the day before, “ I call Allah and 
yoursehvs to witness,” he continued, "though Allah ,dmic 
sufticeth, that this man is -Okba, son of that Hajjai who 
released my grandfather from slavery. My sous have been 
led astray by FJilk, who hath inspired them with insane 
pnde* but i desire to testify before God that If ;d least sm 
uot gmUy of ingratitude, mid that 1 know what I owe to 
the Eternal ils well as to this man. S make this declaration 
publicly, fearing that my sons may Jose Gods blessing by 
disclaiming tins muii »nd his father as their patrons; whence 
it would nsKUjpdty follow that they would incur the curse 
of GihI and man, for I have heard that the Prophet hath 
said ; ‘ ( tirsftl he In- who pretend eth to belong Lo a family 
to which he is h stranger; cursed be lie who denieth his 

S atnin, ‘ I have heard, too. tliat Abft lhikr hath said : ■ To 
i-savow even n distant kinsman, or to claim U> have sprung 
from » family to which thou art not allied, is to ]*> ungrate, 
fnl to God. My sons, since I Jove you ns myself, I would 
not have you exposed to the malediction of God mid man. 
Ye told me tluit the Khnlif would he wroth with me if 
he learrii what 1 had done. Ik- of good comfort; the 
Khalif—to whom may Allah grant long life—is more 
magnanimous ; he knoweth too well his duty towards God 
and man for me to fear tlmt I shall excite his wrath hv 
rtL|uitin- my friends; on Hie contrary,, l nm persuaded that 
lie will approve of tny conduct” Cries of: *Jlc speaketh 
well f Long live our Governor! ” arose on all sides, hut the 
sum of “OhdtWlllii overcome with shame at so great n 
humiliation, maintained it gloomy silence. Then turning to 
WJkba, *Ohoiduiluh went on: M Sir, it is my duly to obey thy 
commands. The Kholifliatll entrusted a vast territory to my 
Care; choose, then, for thyself whatsoever province thou wilt” 
‘Okhn chose Spain. ‘My greatest desk*-.' he *nid,“is to 
take part in the Holy War; in Spain 1 vnu gratify it” 
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In spite, however, of the loftiness of his character. and 
although he possessed all the virtue- of his nice. 'OhftidnlJah 
also manifested in a marked degree the profound contempt 
felt by that race for all who were not Arabs. In his eyes, 
Copts, Berbers. Spaniards, and all the conquered peoples— 
whom lie scarcely regarded as men—had no other destiny 
upon earth than to enrich, by the sweat of the fe-ow, the 
race which Mohammed Imd declared to he pre-eminent. 
In Egypt, where he had Imjcii Commissioner of Taxes, lie 
had increased by n twentieth the tribute payable by the 
Copts., ami this people, usually most pacific, who had never 
appealed to arms since they hud lived tinder Mttsulman 
domination, Imd lieen so greatly exasperated by this arbitrary 
measure, that they rose in revolt. 1 On his appointment a* 
Governor of Africa, ‘Ohaidnllah made it his duty to indulge 
the tastes and caprices of the lords of Damascus at the 
expense of the Berbers, Since the wool of Merino lambs, 
from which raiment of dazzling whiteness was made, was 
in great rerpiest in the Capital, the Governor took by force 
the sheep from the Berbers, and slaughtered them" indis¬ 
criminately, though often but a single lam b„ with the true 
wool was found in a dock of » hundred sheep, all the rest 
being what were called " smooth” lambs, devoid of wool 
and therefore useless for the Governor’s purpose. Not 
content with depriving the Berbers of their flocks, the 
principal source of their wealth—or, rather, tlieir sole liveli- 
hood ^-’Ob&i dal lah also carried ofF their wives and daughters, 
and sent them to replenish the harems of Syria: for the 
Arab nobles highly esteemed the Berber women, who have 
always hud the reputation of excelling those of Arabia in 
beauty, 

for more than fisc years the Berbers suffered in silence ; 
they murmured, and stored up treasures of hatred ju tlieir 
hearts, hut the presence of a large army kept them in check, 
An insurrection was, however, impending. 1 1 was to assume 
a religious rather than a political character, and missionaries 
and priests were to be its leaders; for rin spite of many 
striking points of resemblance between the Berber and the 
Arab, there was llm profound and essential difference 
between the two races—that one was pious, with a strong 
leaning to -uoeratltion and titled with blind veneration for 
the priesthood, while the oilier was a nation of sceptics and 
scoffers allowing scarcely any influence to ministers of 

■ AJ-Uokrui, ilUL .1,; Mujtt, UWnWdj, p. A4( b nla). 
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rehgio®, BVcn in modem t»m^ the African Marabouts t 
have limitless power in politic mutters,. They alone have 
Hie rigid of intervention "lull two tribes fall'out When 
eh^feare to be elected it is the Marabouts who d*£n£ 
£? T Iik ? candidates: wJitn some grave crisi?™ L 

!rnhnm L i! ,a r 3““* lt '\^y wJl( * 'iscerLaiii the various 
,{7 ''' <jl , l ^ e “><J then, after discussing them in 

private, make known their decision. Their common dwell- 

nif S *5? S r ° Vlde ^i i,n ^ maintjdtl cd by the people, who antici- 

pate al 1 their wishes. Further, it is a remarkable fact t lmt 

S* BeJjjh^^more veneration for their prints than lor 

Almighty Himself A French author who couseienth 

hlm c tfSS ■ ' r?T S ° f thU ^°P Ie * ^ W that " the 

Z ilf Vr i f T k >y a P <H,r wrcUh of being 

* ffor ^ ,1J111 n ° protection; hut that of a revered 

ulT'"T,Z' U T* hjm *' T1 ^ ***«» have, indeed, 
In h - f y' l f, n Hu port ant port in the world except when 
S? i 7 ”, ffligmus teachers. The Marabouts laid 

m 1 '° ,l / ,f . t ,e tV Jlst Uii r ire ot ‘ the Almoravidcs us 
, . as , i m n the AJntohacIes. In their war with the 

Arabs, the lie timers of the mountains were for a long lime 
' ; by a propfetess whom they believed to po^ss super- 
natural |mw<r% : but the Arab general, •Okha iLn Xfifi- vrlui 
understood better thun his colleagues the character of his 
opponeiits speeililyraah.ed UsmTSo vanoukh them 1^ 
timst work upon their superstition, arid appeal to their 
imagination by the miraculous. I fc therefore boldly played 
the part of a sorcerer ami a Marabout; he would charm 
serpents, and claim to bear celestial voices, and puerile and 
a isurd though such methods may appear to us. they were 
so^ successful that a multitude of Berbers, impressed bv toe 
miracles which 'Okba worked, mid convinced that it would 

' r- sM hin,f Jaid dt>wa «ms and were con¬ 

verted to hlunhm. 

At the epoch with which we are now dealing k I am Uni 
was dominant in Africa. Under the ml, of the 

pious Omar If it had made rapid progress, and an ancient 
chronicler goes so far m to say that under ‘Omar not a 

S r JH7 d Wtl ° T* rJOt Mus ulnmi,—an assertion 
Hindi Will not appear extravagant when w c remember that 

conversions were not altogether spontaneous, and that self- 
interest played an important part in bringing them about. 

In Omars view the propagation of the Faith w.t- the chief 

h k _ 


At, rWTtiltl, m dwimtCT tn- MHtk. 
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abject of his life; he employed every means likely to i mil Li ply 
^selvt^, and ii ^OttVOt 14 Inui iiRrrly to proiiciimctt tliL* 
woids: “There is Oidj one God, and Mohniumed i Mis 
Prophet," to be relieved from payment of poll-tax, without 
being required to conform strictfj' totbeprecepts of fshuiiisui. 
The Governor of Kliom-wm onre wrote to ‘Omar, complain¬ 
ing tiisit many who had ostensibly embraced the krftitli hud 
done so merely to escape the poll-tux, and adding that he¬ 
ll md certain knowledge that they Imd not been ciroimcistd; 
but the K !*al ‘f merely replied: “God sent Mohammed to 
end men to the true Faiut, and not to circumcise them/' 
‘Dinar looked to the Allure; beneath the rank vegetation 
fie inferred a rich and fertile soil in which the Divine Word 
would germinate ami hear fruit; he foresaw that if the 
newly-made Musuhuims were liable to the tcpnmeh of ’uke- 
wammess, their Mins and grandsons, bom and bred in 
Islam isui, would one day surpass in zeal stud devotion thu.se 
who had doubted the orthodoxy of their fathers. 

The event justified his foresight, especially in the ease of 
the Africans, Islam, repugnant and even odious as it was 
at tint in their eyes, became by d egrees end arable. and finally, 
all in all to them. But this religion, as they understood it, 
was not the cold official creed—a dreary compromise between 
deism and scepticism—which the missionaries preached with¬ 
out umfinii, insisting always upon the duly uf subjects 
towards their Khalit, and never on the Khalifs duty to¬ 
wards them: the Berbers' faith was the stem and passionate 
religion preached to them by the Khrircjites, lor tile Notl- 
conformists, limited down in the East like deer, and coin- 
palled to assume various disguises and feigned names to 
escape capture, Imd tit last, after passing through a thousand 
perils, found an asylum in the burning deserts of Africa, 
where they henceforth propagated their doctrines with 
unexampled success. Nowhere had these zealous and con¬ 
vinced teachers found their tenets so fervently embraced: 
the Calvinists of Islam hud at last found their Scotland. 
The Arabs had rejected their doctrines* not through any 
repugnance to their political principles—which, on Ihe 
contrary, accorded Well with the republican instincts uf the 
race—hut liecuuac they would neither take their religion 
seriously, nor accept the intolerant Puritanism hy which 
these sectaries were dlstiiiguishcd On the other hand the 


1 dmhjll »l lh* ncmrnorunniit ]mflt Imtiin ibn-Hittln tmr* t»rtl 
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irimutcs of erarild African huts accepted their teachings 
with indescribable enthusiasm. Simple .-md ignorant they 
houhtk-^ understood nothing of the ^peculations lin d dot- 
nmtic subtleties which were tlie delight of more eulimited 
■ tiiiuis. 1! Would therefore be unprofitable to inquire w)mt 
fvirliculiu seel they gave a preference to — whether they 
were Horn rites, or Sot rites, or tbfcdites—for the chronielcra 
are no' agreed upon this matter. At any rate they under- 
«ti»od enough of tile KhArej lies' doctrinal* assimilate their 
revolutionary and democratic principles, to share the fanciful 
"OP** °f universal levelling which their teachers moused, 
iLtirl to U convinced that Lhdr oppressors were reprobate* 
whose destiny was hclJ-Hre. 

Sinec all the Klialifs. from ‘Othmfin downwards, had 
been, in their view, merely infidel usurpers far from its 
bemfj a crime to revolt against tin- tyrant who robbed them 
of their property find their wives, it «m :t right, or rather, 
a duty. Since the Aral* Imd hitherto restrained the Herbert 
from any exercise of power—except that which necessarily 
pert amts 1 to tribal government — the latter readily came to 
believe that I In* doctrine of the sovereignty of the peotde— 

« doctrine which in their savage independence they had 
professed fro fa time immemorial —was altogether Moham¬ 
medan and orthodox, and that the humblest Bcriscr might, 
under universal suffrage, be raised to the throne. Arid vet 
this cruelly oppressed people — excited bv fanatic* who were 
half priests and Imlf warriors, and who' themselves had old 
scores to settle with the so-called orthodox—were about to 
shake oil 1 the yoke in the name of Allah and Ins Prophet, 
»nd in the name of that sacred book upon which the others 
relied were almut tr> found a terrible despotism 1 Strange 
indeed are the destined uses of religious codes, those formid¬ 
able arsenals which furnish every cause with weapons — now 
vindicating burners of heretics and preachers of absolutism 
and now supplying arguments to champions of liberty of 
conscience, who lie head a king and found a republic. 

All minds wen? in fermentation, and the Berbers were 
but awaiting n favourable opportunity for taking up arms, 
when, in the year 7 to, -Obfiidutlah dispatched a large pro¬ 
portion of hi" troops on an expedition to Sicily. When this 
force had embarked it was obvious that :m insurrection 
might break out on the most trilling pretext, and vet the 
Governor of Tjjjgitnnu had the imprudence to select that 
vciy moment for the application of the Kaisite system, and 
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to order the Berbers of his district to pay dottble tribute, 
just as though they Itaxl not been Moslems. They promptly 
flew to amis, sbnvcd their heads, fastened tilt* Koran to tlifir 
spear-brads, after the manner of the Kharejito. and en¬ 
trusted the command to Maisara, one of the most zealous 
of the sectaries, who was at once priest, soldier, nod dema¬ 
gogue. They attacked the town of Tangier, captured it, 
and put to death the Governor and every other Arab they 
could find, applying their doctrines with such inhuman 
rigour as to spare not even little children. From Tangier 
Mais&ra marched towards the province of Sirs, then governed 
by IsintPtl, son of '<) bald: i Huh. Without waiting for his 
arrival, the Berbers rose in a body, and the Governor of 
Jins was assassinated. The Arabs in vain attempted re¬ 
sistance; beaten at all points, they were obliged to evaluate 
the country', and in a few days all the West, the conquest of 
which hod cost them years of sacrifice, was lost to them. 
The Berbers proceeded to elect a Kbalif, and .so democratic 
was the spirit of LIhj res olution, that their choice fell, not 
upon » noble, hut upon the brave Mai Sara himself, who bad 
formerly been a water-seller in the market of Kairwan. 

Thus taken unawares. 'ObaidaJlah ordered *Ukba, Gover¬ 
nor of Spain, to make a descent upon the cGtast of Tingi- 
tanu. -Uklta accordingly despatched some troops thither, 
but they were defeated. He then embarked in person with 
a larger force, landed in Africa, and put to the sword every 
Berber who fell into his hands, but lie could not suppress 
the revolt. 

Ohiudulhth. when giving instructions to ■Okba, at the 
same time sent orders to the Filiritc Habib, the leader of 
the Sicilian expedition, to return as quickly as. possible to 
Africa with his troops, the Spanish fiet t meanwhile keeping 
the Sicilians m check. In view, however, of the swiftly 
growing danger- for the insurrection was spreading with 
alarm,tig rapidity—he deemed it imprudent to delay until 
t-he arnval of this force, and having assembled iill the 
available troops, he placed them under the command of the 
r ihrite hhaluL promising to reinforce luni with Habib’s 
men a-s noon as they landed. Khllid set out, encountered 
Maisara near t angler, and gave him battle. After a 
Stubborn hut indecisive struggle, Maisara retired within 
langter, where he was urinated by his soldiera-dther 
because, after having come to regard victory as a matter 
of course, they could not brook the least lack of success. 
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or because since his promotion the demagogue had turned 
traitor Lo the democratic principles of 1 its -wet. Tin: Arab 
chroniclers idlest the hitter reason, and in that case the 
Berbers were merely acting within their rights mid doing 
their duty, since their doctrines commanded them to depose, 
°r cvmslay, a chief or Khnlif who swerved from tile 
principle of tJie Faith. 

i he Iter hers, having elected a new lender, again assumed 
the offensive, and this time with more success: at the 
height ol the hattie which ensued, n division commanded 
by Mai&ara's successor fell upon the rear of the Arabs, 
who finding themselves in danger of being hemmed in, tied 
in confusion j but K hAJid and the nobles of Jus slntf, Loo 
proud to survive the shame of such a defeat, rushed upOrt 
the ‘enemy, and selling their lives dearly, perished to a 
man. This fatal combat, in which fell the flower of Arab 
chivalry, has bee if called the 11a tUc of the Nollies, 

Habib had now relumed from Sicily and advanced to 
the outskirts of Tuhort, but hearing of Kidd id's disaster 
hi' did not dare to attack the Berbers. Africa soon 
resembled a *hip that drifts without sail or pilot, for 
'Obidallaji had been deposed by the Arabs themselves, who 
accused hiuf, not unreasonably, of having brought these 
direful misfortunes on their heads. The Khalit Hisham 
trembled with mge mid grief when be heard of the Berber 
revolt and the defeat of his army. " By Allah I" lie cried. 
" 1 will show them what the wrath of "an Arab of the old 
stamp is I l will send against them an army such as they 
have never seen: its van skull be upon them before the 
rear-guard has left Damascus 1" Four districts of Syria 
were ordered to provide six thousand soldiers each; the 
fifth, that of Kiniiisriri, three thousand. These twenty-seven 
thousand men were to be joined by three thousand Egyptian 
troop# ami all the African forces. H ishant entrusted the 
command of this army, as well as the Governorship of 
Africa, to on experienced Koisite General, Kutthhm of the 
tribe of Koshuir.' hi the event of Knit hum's death his 
nephew- 1 BaH was to succeed him, and should Bolj die, 
the command was to devolve Upon Tlmldi.-t, u Yemenite 
of the tribe of A mi la and leader of tlie troops of .Ionian. 
Determined to inflict exemplary punishment on the rebels, 
the Khnlif gave the General permission to I a- head all That 
fell into his hands. and to pillage every captured town, 

1 Or r oroomtfiag to u*rt iotborilic** Wa eotmtju 
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Guided by two officers. IlArim nnd MuglittJi. clients of 
the Oniayyads, who knew (lie country. knlUnfim arrived in 
Africa Id tin- summer of 741, The Arabs of that country 
by no means welcomed the Syrian*, who treated them with 
arreguiit harshness and whom they regarded us iiiwdns 
rutlier than allies. The gates r>f the towns were shut 
against Kulthiims force, tuid when Balj. win* corffmended 
the advanced guard, imperiously ordered them to be opened 
find announced that he intended to settle permanently with 
his soldier* in Africa, the townsfolk wrote to Ilabib. w ho 
was still encamped near Taiiort, to inform him of the Fact. 
Habib immediately sen l a letter to Kulthftm to tin* effect: 
“ Vwir nephew, madman tlmt Jo. is. has dared to boast that 
he w ill settle in liik country with his soldiers, and ha* gone 
so fur as to threaten the intlabiUriLs of our towns. I dam 
you that if your force does not leave them at peace, we will 
turn our arms against you, Kulthum made excuses, and 
told Habib that lie would shortly join forces with him at 
fidlorl, This he did: hut the Syrian and the African soon 
ftdl out, and Balj, who had warmly espoused his uncle's 
cause, cried : “ 1 hat is the mart who dared to threaten that 
he would turn his arms against us l '* •* Heed it not Bidj," 
replied ‘Alxl-ei^HiihiiiflO, Habib's son : " my fifther is ready 
to give you satisfaction if you are njfbiidcd The two 
nrmics were only too eager to join in the ijuarrel: the cry 
" To arms! was raised by the Syrians an the one hand, 
and on the other by tlie African and Kgvptiitti troops, ,1 
condict was prevented with great difficultv. and the recon¬ 
ciliation which was effected was apparent only. The army, 
now scanty thousand strong, adumced to « place named 
Bskdiiru. or Nnfdftm, where the Berber army barred the 
way. seeing the numerical superiority of the enemy, ihe 
two Omayynd clients who had acted ? ls guides advised 
KulUjflm to mtrt'iidi himselJ, and, avoiding an engagement, 
to be content with sending detachments of cavalry to mid 
t he neigh bowing villmrcs. Kulthmn was inclined to follow 
Urn prudent counsel, but the Men- Jklj indignantly rejected 

not tbPltTk i l lC r r a ? l ™*C hc said to his »“*]e t " wid lear 
not the Kcrlwre, for though numerous, they June neither 

for^ garments." This wu not far from tl.e truth, 

W<t * J ' lirn,cd ' flnd drawers Q i cotton 

Tf iT ° nl > W* 1: morcov ^‘ tW wr badly pro- 

vidcd wdh horses: but Mj f«got that religious enttmim 
and Jove of liberty doubled their strength. Knit hum. 
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accustomed to defer to hi_s nephew, took liis advice, :likI 
having resolved to join battbt, gave Iklj the command of 
thr Syrian horse, entrusted the African troop to Ilium 
nnd Mughith. and pcrsomtUy led the Syrian infantry. 

Ualj began the engagement, He fluttered himself that 
such j»n undisciplined multitude could not for a moment 
stum! u^uiist his cavalry; but the i-nemy hod discovered an 
effectual means of defence. They hurled hags filled with 
pebbles aL Llie horses' heads, itml £ Eats device was mm ned 
with success; taking fright, the chargers of the Syrians reared 
and brought many of their riders to the ground. The 
Berbers then let loose against the infantry a number of 
unbroken mares, maddened by water-skins and large pieces 
of leather attached to their tails, and much confusion was 
thn? caused in the ranks. Bid], however, who remained 
mounted with about seven thousand of his men, relumed to 
the attack. This time In: succeeded in breaking the Berbers' 
ranks, and in a furious charge penetrated to the rear of 
(heir army; but some Berber divisions faced about and 
prevented his return, while the others attacked Kulthl'sm 
so successfully that Habib, Mughitb. and Huron were 
slain, and the Arabs of Africa, deprived of their leaders, and 
ill-disposed towards the Syrians, took to flight Kulthmn. 
with the Syrian infantry, still maintained his ground. An 
eye-witness relates that the genera!, when scalped by a sabre- 
cut, replaced the skin with marvellous coolness. As lie 
struck right nnd left he chanted From the Koran verses 
suitable for miring the vovirage of his comrades. “God, 1 ' 
he cried, “ buyeth from believers their goods nnd their 
persons, and Paradise is the price he payeth ! A man dieth 
uni} - when God willetit it; and the days of his life are 
written beforehand in the Book!" But when the nobles 
who fought by Kultlibni's side were till skin, tuul he him¬ 
self Ml to the ground covered with wounds, the Syrians 
were utterly footed. The Berbers' pursuit was so ruthless, 
that by the admission of Hie vafKpitshrd. :i third of the great 
army perished, arftl .mother third were taken prisoners. 

In the meanwhile, Jhdj, separated with his seven thou¬ 
sand horse from the main body, had been defending himself 
bravely, and wrought much carnage among the Berbers; 
but his opponents were so numerous that they beetled not 
the number of their skin, and now that many divisions, afb-r 
having defeated his uncle's forces, turned their attention to 
him. be was on the point of being overwhelmed by nu 






136 SPANISH ISLAM , p. 10 

immense multitude. Retreat or annihilation were the only 
alternatives open to him. and he decided to seek safety in 
flight: but ante the enemy blocked the road to Kan-wan 
taken by the other fugitives, he was obliged to flee in the 
opposite direction. Pursued without intermission by the 
Bertxps. who were mounted on the horses of their slain 
enemies, the Syrian cavalry arrived at Tangier, rfom out 
with fatigue. After vainly endeavouring to enter Tangier, 
they followed the ru:ul to Ceuta, and having gained posses¬ 
sion of this town they collected some provisions—a matter of 
no great difficulty, thanks to the fertility of the surrounding 
district The Her hers attacked the place five or six times, 
Li lit as they were ignorant of the met Inals of beleaguering 
a fortress, and the besieged defended themselves with the 
courage of despair, they decided that they, could nbver 
SWCCWM ill taking by assault their enemies' best refuge. 
They therefore resolved to reduce it by-famine, and laid 
waste the surrounding region so effectually that it became u 
desert, two day* march in radius. The Sy rians were reduced 
to living upon the flesh of their horses, but even this supple 
began to fait, mid if the Governor of Spain persisted in with* 
holding the assistance which their deplorable ituation de¬ 
manded. they knew that they must die of hunger. 


[Amwtitim.: Almifd ,t>xi M.f V»'kdb.f.ej); Jbj! Klimtlikftii f.^L WlbU 
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CHAPTER XI 

SYRIANS A Nil Mt’DINES E IN SPAIN 

rnilK Ariifu who hud now for thirty years been settled 
I. in Spain would in no circumstances have fell disposed 
ta provide the Syrians, shut up within the walls of Ceuta, 
with drips to convey them to the Peninsula. The insolence 
wiM? which their brethren in Africa lutd been treated by 
these troops, who fmd loudJv proclaimed thtir m Legit-ion of 
settling in that country, hod 'earned the Arabs of Spain of 
the dangers they would run if such dangerous rivals were 
* enabled to cross the Straits. And if the Syrians would thus 
ui any casc hare had hut little chan re of obtaining; assistance, 
in existing drcumstance* they had none—For. in Spain the 
Medim-se were now predominant, 

^Vfter 1 lifting maintained against the Syrian Amhs— 
pagans os they colled them—:i lung and stubborn conflict, 
the sons of the rounders of Islamisin, both Helper* mid 
Kefugecs, had been overwhelmed at Lire fatal battle of 
Harm, and had seen their Holy City pillaged, their Mosque 
turned into a stable, and their wives violated. Moreover* 
*s if these sacrileges and atrocities—which recall the sack of 
Home by the savage soldiers of the Constable and the 
fanatical Lutherans of (Icorg von Frundsherg 1 —did not 
suffice, they hud been compelled to swear that henceforth 
they would be the Kluilifs slaves—-'slaves whom he could 
enfranchise or sell at pleasure." They Jiud therefore ahum 
doned their formerly revered city, as we have already re¬ 
corded, to tlie wild beasts of the desert, and enrolling 
themselves in the Tirmy of Africa crossed over with Musii to 
Spain, and settled there. If their religious zeal—which had 
always been leavened with hypocrisy, pride, and worldly 
am hit ion—had somewhat cooled on the way, they still 
nourished in their hearts, arid transmitted to their children, 
an implacable hatred against the Syrians, and a tooted com 

1 PriinrijihHTg himself, who had l^ta vim'ivuiET rtnsrlt by utukir. *** not 
rrrpmkrtibJe for the airoeLtiE*. 
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victioti that since they themselves had the honour to be the 
descendants of the illustrious Companions of the Prophet, 
]N>HlU'iil power was manifestly theirs of right. Already upon 
one occasion, when the Governor of Spain had fallen in the 
famous battle which he fought against Charles Martel, in 
Octolier 7:{*J, Uie Medinese had ejected as ruler of the Pen¬ 
insula the most influential ini-nibcrirf titdr party, Abd nl- 
Malik, son of Katun, who forty-nine year- he lore h:*.d fought 
at Hurra. 'Abd al-Matik. however, was guilty of acts «f 
grave injustice, according to the unanimous testimony of 
both Arabs and L’ilristbhs. and mercilessly oppressed the 
province ; fie had consequently fallen from power as soon as 
Africa had regained its rightful authority over Spain, that 
is, upon the appointment of ‘ObuidaJJah os Governor of the 
West. ‘Obaid Allah, us we have seen, cut rusted the Penin¬ 
sula to his patron 'Okbn. The new Governor on arriving 
in Spain imprisoned ‘Alai ah Malik and transported to Africa 
the leaders of the Medinese party, whose restless and turbu¬ 
lent dhpodtiou troubled the peace of the country. The 
Medinese, however, were not discouraged, and a little later, 
when live great Berber revolt had ext iugi risk t/d the African 
Governor’s authority over Spain, 'Ok bn fell so dangerously 
ill that lie was not expected to recover, and the Medinese 
either persuaded or compelled him to name Abd a I-Malik 
as his successor - .1 uu. 741». 

It was therefore to *Abd .-d-Malik that B&lj had to apply 
for live means of crossing the .Straits, and there was no man 
Jess likely to look with favour on the request. In vain did 
Balj endeavour to touch his heart by reminding him in his 
letters that lie and his comrades were dying of hunger at 
Ceiita, and Unit after all they were Arabs equal! v with "Abd 
id-Malik himself, The old Medinese chief lain, far from 
pitying their distress, rendered 11 tanks to heaven fa? having 
permitted him to enjoy, at the age of ninety years, the inex¬ 
pressible luxury of revenge. They would schjii perish of 
famine—tliev- children of the reprobates who at Harra 
had slum his friends, and his kinsfolk, and" hud come near to 
piercing his own body with their swords! Had they not 
sacked Medina and profaned the temple of the Prophet t 
Vct the sons n| these monster?! dared to nourish the insane 
hope that he would show pity upon them in their distress-— 
a-, if the revengeful spirit of an Aral, could pardon such 
offences; oxif the torments of a Syrian could inspire a 
Medinese with compassion! ‘Abd al-Malik Imd hut one 
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dedre^ one caic, iind that was to prevent others, less hostile 
than himself to the Syrians, from supplying them with pro¬ 
visions. In spite of his precautions a rompassiotmte noble, 
ol the tribe of Lakhm, succeeded in eluding his rigilancc, 
and sen! to f cut* two vessels laden with corn. J Abd ul 
Jnlik 1^1 kuoiilt funit'd ot this thnn he nntskd the generous 
noble, and i n i lie Let] on him seven hundred strokes of the 
bastinado, I’hen, on the pretext that he was instigating a 
revolt, the 1 akt unite was deprived of sight, and afterwards 
beheaded. His corpse was hung on a gibbet, and by ids 
-side a dog was crucified, to complete the ignominy of his 
fate. 

fhii just ns the .Syrians seemed doomed to die of hunger, 
an unforeseen event suddenly compelled ‘Abd nI*Malik to 
chtuTge his cruel policy. 

i’lie Berbers settled in Spain, although, mi it seems, not 
actually oppressed; shored the jealous hatred of their brethren 
iti Africa against the Arabs. They had been the true con¬ 
querors of the country. Musa and his Arabs had merely 
reaped the fruits of the victory gained by Tank and his 
twelve thousand Herbert over the army of the Visigoths: 
the Arabs from Liu* moment they had landed on the shores 
,J f Spain had little to do except to occupy certain towns 
which surrendered at the first summons, And yet when it 
came to dividing the fruits of the conquest. Mi™s men had 
secured the lion's share—appropriating the greater part 
the spoils, the government of the country, and the most 
desirable territories. Keeping for themselves the fair and 
fertile Andalusia, they banished Tftriks followers to the 
barren plains of La Mancha and Jvttn?mod urn, ur to the 
bleak mountains of Leon, Galicia, mid Asturis. where com 
stuui tight mg w ith the part ly subjugated Christians w as 
their [i.4. Though the Arab had themselves hut little 
respect for the rights of property, they displayed inexorable 
severity when- the Berbers were concerned. When the 
latter took upon thcntselvcs to exact ransom from certain 
C hrjjitiHnu who hVl surrendered upon terms, the Arabs, 
after punishing their allies with the lash and with torture, 
left them to groan, laden with chains, and scarcely covered 
with verminous rags, in foul and pestilential dungeons. 

The fortunes of Spain were, moreover, too iutimutclv 
linked with those of Africa for events <m one side of the 
Straits not lo have their echo on the other. The proud and 
valiant Moutisrt, one of tile four principal Berber chieftain* 
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who accompanied Ttifik to Spain, had once raised the stan¬ 
dard of revolt in Iji Ccrdafts because he heard that hb 
brethren in Africa were tieiijg bars 111) - treated by the Arabs, 
ami he hud been supported by Eudes, Duke of Aquitaine, 
whose daughter he had married. 1 Upon the present occasion 
the insurrection of the Herbert in Africa found a prpdigions 
echo in Spain. The lJerhcrs of the Peninsula had received 
with open arms the Khlrcjitcs who came from Africa not 
only its itiksimmrio, but to stimulate them to lake Up arms 
and exterminate the Arabs. Ail insurrection, which like 
that in Africa was partly religious and partly political, broke 
out in Galicia, and spread through all the North, with the ex¬ 
ception of Xtintgtrsa—the only northern district in which the 
Arabs were in a majority. Everywhere the Arabs were 
routed and expelled : the expeditions sent by 1 Abd id-Afalik 
against the insurgents were defeated one after the other. 
The Berbers of Galicia. Merida, Coria, Tatnvera and other 
places then combined, elected an lmfiin as s leader, and 
formed their urrny into three divisions, one of which was to 
besiege Toledo, another to attack Cordova, mid the third to 
proceed to Algeciras, with the object of seizing the licet in 
the roadstead, crossing the Straits, exterminating the Syrians 
in Ceuta, and bringing hack to Spain a multitude of Berbers 
from Africa, 

The plight of the Arabs in Spain had therefore became 
so alarming that ‘Alai al-Maiik, much against the grain, 
found himself driven to solicit help From the very Syrians 
whom hitherto lie had ruthlessly abandoned to their miser¬ 
able fate. However, betook precautions: he promised to 
send them transports on condition that they would evacuate 
Spain as soon as the revolt was quelled, and that leu chiefs 
of each division should Ik* handed 01 er to him. to be kept 
on an island as hostages for the due fid id me tit of the com pact. 
The Syrians for their part stipulated that ‘Abd al-Malik 
should not separate them when they were taken back to 
Africa, and that they should be landed on a part of the coast 
not under Berber domination. ' 

These conditions having been mutually accepted, the 
Syrians disembarked at Algerine,, famished, and chid only in 
miserable rags. They wore supplied with food and welcomed 
by their fellow-tribesmen in Spain, who undertook to fnmidi 
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them with equipment, each according to lik means: one 
wealthy chieftain prodded garments for a hundred of (.lie 
nevv comers, others of smaller fortune, for ten. or even fur 
but one. Since it was before all tiling necessary to cheek 
the advance of the Berber division then marching on Aigc 
eims. vdiicii hud already readied Medina Sidonia, Ihc Syrians 
—reinforced by some Spanish-Arabian troops—attacked it, 
and fighting with nil their old bravery, put it to rout and 
gained rich booty. The second Berber army, which hnd 
mu relied against Cordova, defended itself more stubbornly, 
and iullifted serious losses on the Aral's; it was however, 
forced to retreat. There remained the third army, the most 
numerous of all, which hud been besieging Toledo for 
twenty-seven days. This marched against the enemy, and 
tbembattle, which took place on the hanks of the Guuzahm-, 
ended in the total defeat of the Berbers, Henceforth the 
rebels were chased like wild beasts throng hot it the Peninsula, 
and the Syrians, yesterday but beggars, amassed spoils in 
jfuch abundance that they found themselves suddenly richer 
than thev had ever dared to ho tie. 

Thanks to these intrepid soldiers, i lie Berber revolt, which 
at lirst had seemed so formidable, hud been quelled its though 
by magic; but ‘Abd nl-Malik no sooner found liiiuseif rid 
of his enemies, than he had to devise menus of also ridding 
himself of the auxiliaries whom lie now feared os well as 
hided. He therefore lost no time in reminding flulj of his 
compact, and insisting that be should quit Spain. But Buij 
and his (Syrians had no wish to return to n country where 
they bad suffered reverses and hardships of every kind; they 
bad become enamoured of the beautiful land which had 
been the scene of their latest exploits and where they bad 
reaped so rich a harvest. It is therefore not surprising that 
dispute and quarrels arose between hereditary foes whose 
interests, in the circumstances, were wholly antagonistic. 

Since hatred Ls a bad counsellor. ‘Aid al-Malik made 
matters worse, and opened all the old wounds, by refusing 
to convey the Syrians in a body to Africa, on the pretext 
that they now had so many horses and slaves, stud so much 
baggage, tlmt his ships did not suffice to carry out this 
clause of the agreement, Further, when the Syrians desired 
to embark from the coast of Elvira (Granada) or Tndmir 
(Murcia). *Abd al-Malik declared that this was impossible, 
since all his ships were at Ajgecrras, and he could not remove 
them from that part of the coast jest the Berbers should be 
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tempted to make a raid there. At last, no tourer taking 
pains u> conceal Ids treacherous designs, he had the effron¬ 
tery to suggest transporting the Syrians hack to Ceuta. 
This proposal m oused indescribable indignation. "It were 
better that we were thrown into the sea than delivered to 
the Berbers of Tingiturur I " cried Ilalj, and he bitterly re- 
preached the Governor for having been on the point «f 
ahourlotting him and his men to death hy famine at Ceuta, 
and for liliving so infamously gibbeted the n mgr luminous 
l.itkhmite who bad sent them food. Deeds soon took the 
place of words. Taking advantage of m moment when 'Abd 
rd-Malik had hut a few troops at Cordova, the Syrians 
expelled him from the palace, nod proclaimed Bali Governor 
of Spain (Sept. 20. 741J. 

Now that their passions had been unchained it was'un¬ 
likely that ilie Syrians wouMrcst content with this measure, 
and the fear of further reprisals was speedily justified, 
Ilalj '3 first cure was to set at liberty the Syrian chiefs who 
had been kepi as hostages, and whom ‘Abd h] .Malik had 
cuniined on the little island of Omni-1 bikini. opposite 
Algecini-s, These chiefs reached Cordova iri great wrath. 
They declared that the Governor of .Ugceiras. noting under 
*Abd rtl-Mulik's orders, had kept them short food and 

water, end that a nook of Damascus, one of kite Beni 

Ghnssuti, a Yemenite trilie, had actually perished of thirst: 
they demanded *Abd al-Malik s death in expiation for the 
Ghiss&rrid’s. Hus relation of their sufferings, and the death 
of h respected chief, tilled up the measure of the Syrians’ 
hatred ttgninst 'Abd al-Muhk : they declared that for his 
perfidy his lift: was forfeit IMj, who did not sympathise 
with the extreme party, endeavoured to appease them by 
attributing the Gkis^nid'x death to accidental neglect rather 
than to premedihv ion. “ Respect ‘Abd ai-Maliks Life,'* he 
urged, " for lie is h Knmshite, and moreover an aged man.” 
Hut his appeal was fruitless: the Yemenites thirsted to 
avenge their kinsman, and suspected that Ilalj wished to 
save ‘Abd d-Mulik because they were iiotb Mu-oddites, 
They accordingly persisted m their demand, and B:dj, who, 
[ikt most of the nobles, only retained his leadership on 
condition of yielding to the wishes urul j.cissimis nf Lin: 
soldiers, erjuld not resist their clamours, 1ml suffered them 
to seize Aid al-Mulik in Jib house in Cordova, whither he 
hud retired when dtp rived of office. 

Drunk with rage, the Syrians dragged to execution the 
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old man of ninety years, whose long white Imir—lo use (lie 

quaint but picturesque simile of tile Arab chronicler_riiuiie 

him resemble it young ostrich, *• Dastard 1" they cried, 
"thou escaped^ our swords at Ilnrrri. To avenge thy 
defeat them hast suffered m to oat hides and the flesh of 
dogs. Thou wouktefc have betrayed us, or sold us — the army 
of the itludif — to the Berbers.'' Halting near the bridge, 
they 1 teat 'Abd a U, Malik with bludgeons, plunged their 
swords through Jus heart, and fastened his t«xly to a cross. 
On his left hand tiicy crucified a dog, and on his rigid, h 
swine. 

A murder so brute), k punishment so infamous, cried 
aloud for vengeance. War broke out, and iinns won Id 
decide whether the Arabs of the first, or those of the second 
invifhon—Mcdincsc or Syrians—were to remain masters of 
the Peninsula, 

The Medinese.hud for their leaders the sons of 'Abd ul- 
Malik, Omayya and Kuten, one of whom had sought refhgc? 
at SSamgcau and the other at Merida, when their father w us 
deposed. Their former enemies, the Berber^, made common 
cause with them, intending later to turn their arms against 
the Arabs of Spain, but lunging in the first instance to take 
vengeance ott the Syrians. The Medinc.se had. besides these, 
oilier allies. These were the Lakh mite ‘A Ini-er-11 ah man 
ibn 'Alkama, Governor of Xarbonne, and ‘A bd-er-Rahman 
the Fihrite, son of the African general Hu bib. The latter 
bid escaped to Spain, with a small force, after the terrible 
defeat in which his father hud been slain, but before the 
arrival of the Syrians in the Peninsula. 1 He hud quarrelled 
with Half, and was now his .sworn enemy; lie had stirred up 
the lute of die aged *Abd nl-Malik against the Syrians by 
relating to him the nets of insolence which they had per pi 
(.rated iy A i rica, and had confirmed him in bis resolve not to 
send them daps* hut rather to Jet them perish of hunger. 
He thought himself, moreover, obliged to avenge the murder 
of his tribesman -Abd id-Malik, mid since his lineage wa* 
dins hum*, he aspired to the Govern men! of the Pen insula. 

The confederates were numerically superior to their 
opponents—their army amounting to forty thousand men 
according to some, and to a hundred thousand according to 
others—wlub Haij could not put more than twelve thousand 
in the field, although he had been reinforced by a consider- 

1 \h’i Ad(k£iri f I LJ; vlhnr rhnmiirkr* wUfi l»» pralahiSky mint* [La| ‘AhtfLirr- 
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able number of Syrians who had re-ermseti the Straits after 
several Futile attempts to return to their own country. To 
augment bis force He enrolled it multitude of Christina slaves 
—tillers of the soil for both Arabs and Berbers—find then 
awaited the enemy near a village called Aqua Portora 

An engagement was fought in August 742, and the 
Syrians defended themselves so bravely that they Repulsed 
all the attacks or the confederates. Thereupon it occurred 
to ‘A 1x1 -er»Hahman, Governor of Narboime — tiien reputed 
the bravest and must accomplished warrior in Spain—that 
the death of the enemy's commander might decide the fate 
of the battle, " Point out Ihdj to roe ! ’* he cried; °I swear 
that i will slay him or myself be slain'” “Behold him 
yonder, ’ was the reply, *'mounted on a white horse, and 
bearing the standard. * Abd-er- Kuhnian charged so impetu¬ 
ously with his frontier troopers that the Syrians fell back. 
At the second attempt he smote Ihdj upon the head, but 
being instantly attacked hy the cavalry of Ktnnisrin he was 
beaten I jack, and In his precipitate retreat the entire con¬ 
federate anuy was involved. Their rout was complete; they 
lost ten thousand men, and the Syrians, who had scarcely 
lost a thousand, re-entered Cordova as victors. 

Jhilj, however, hud been mortally wounded*; a few days 
later he expired, and the Yemenite Thalahu, to whom the 
Khaiif liad entrusted the command in the event of Baij’s 
death, was proclaimed by the Syrians Governor of all Spain. 
The Mcdinese bad no reason to congratulate themselves. 
Balj had at least endeavoured, though fruitlessly, to restrain 
the bloodthirstiness of the Syrians, but his successor made 
no such attempt. Whether it were tliat he sought popu¬ 
larity, and felt that to gain it he must give them a free hand, 
or that he recognised in the mournful cry of some night-fowl 
:t weil-beloved voice reminding him that he yet.had to 
in euge upon the Med in esc tlie death of a near kitismuii, 1 
or perhaps his father—it is at any rate certain that his resolve 
to show- no pity to the Media esc gained him the hearts of 
hiv soldiers, and that he became more popular than llnlj had 
ever been. 

riinluha. however, began snauspiciously, Attacking the 
Arabs and Berbers who were assembled in strong force n^«r 
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Merida, lit was repulsed: and ofed to retire into the chief 
town of the district, where Ills situation soon became very 
perilous, lie hud despatched sin order to his lieutenant n't 
Cordova to come to lus aid with »* iininv troops as possible, 
when a stroke of good fortune saved him. On a day of 
festival^when the besiegers were dispersed and had not 
taken smlicient precautions against » surprise. Tlmtahn pro¬ 
fited by their carelessness; he attacked them unawares, did 
great execiirkm. mid having secured a thousand prisoners, 
and rouipclled the rest to seek satiety in precipitate High!, 
he earned their wives and children into slavery. 

Such an outrage was unprecedented, for the Syrians 
themselves had hitherto never ventured on such an uct nf 
barbarity. Under Lhe leadership of Ilaij they had respected 
the Ti time in o rial usage—perpetuated amongst List- Bediiwin 
of modem times—-of grantmgliberty to the women mid chil¬ 
dren of the enemy tin internal wars), and even treating them 
with courtesy, lint when Thnlutm, with Ins ten thousand 
prisoners, returned to Andalusia, he proceeded from had to 
worse. Kiieampiiig at Mosam, near Cordova, one Friday 
in May 74rt. he ordered the prisoners to be put up for sale, 
t il order to humble, once for all, the pride of the Medinese, 
many of wJlom were included among the captives, the 
Syrians with brutal humour agreed Among themselves t>> 
sell them not to the highest, but to the lowest hidden A 
Medinese for whom one Syrian hnd bid ten pieces of gold, 
was knocked down to another who offered a dog: a young 
goat was the price of a second, and so forth. Never before, 
even at the dreadful sack of Medina, had the Syrians in¬ 
flicted such insult mid ignominy on the sons of the founders 
of Ishiiu. Hut while Ibis scandalous scene was being 
enacted an event occurred which Thnluhn unit the cut i nisi jests 
of his party had not foreseen. 

Tiie more moderate and intelligent men on cither side, 
Labouring under the evils produced by civil war. indignant 
At the horrible excesses committed by hoth parties, and 
fearing lest the CfTristiaus of the North might take advan¬ 
tage of the strife between the Moslems and extend their 
borders, entered into co m muni cat ion with the Governor of 
Africa, Handhnln the Kclbitc. begging him to send a 
Governor capable of restoring order and t nuupiillity, Hard- 
hala thereupon sent the Kclbitc Abu 1-KlmttAr to Spam, 
who arrived with his troops at MosAra at the very moment 
. when Arabs were being bartered for gouts and dogs. Abu 

K 




i4& spjos'isr w*m n*« 

]. KhnUiir predated I ns coramwsion, and since Ik- was a 
tutbly of Damascus the Syrians could not refuse to recognise 
him. 'The Arabs of Spaun I tailed him as their deliverer, for 
his first care was to set at liberty the ten thousand cap 
tives who were being ignomiiunuuy bartered. By prudent 
measures the new Governor rfr-estubliihed tranquility. He 
granted an amnesty to Oriutyyn and Katan. the two sons of 
■Abd al-Malik, and to all their partisans, except Lhe am¬ 
bitious ‘Abd-er- RahmAn ilm Habib, who nevertheless suc¬ 
ceeded in reaching the coast and crowing over to Africa, 
where a brilliant career awaited him- Hmidhnla exiled fi ji 
Spain b dozen of the most turbulent chieftains, including 
Ttmlaha himself, telling them that while they were disturbers 
of the peace in the i'cninauln, their fiery valour would .find 
better scope iu warring against the Horbcrs of Africa Since 
it was of primary importance that the Cupilal should be 
freed from Lhe embarrassing presence of the Syrians, Hand- 
hata gave them the public lauds in fee, ordering the serfs 
who tilled the soil henceforth to make over to the Syrians 
that third part of the oops which they had hitherto yielded 
to the State- The Egyptian division' was settled^ in the 
districts of Oksoimbii, Ikja, and Tmltmr: the division of 
Emesa, in Xiebla and Seville; that of Palestine, in the 
district of SidoiUL and Algeciras; that of .Jordan, in lhe 
district of Kcgio; that of Damascus, in the district of 
Elvira; and, finally, that of Kinnisrin, in the district of Jaen. 

The important but unhappy part played by the soils of 
the Helper* of Mohammed here came to an end. Schooled 
by so many reverses and calamities, they seem at last to 
have become convinced that their ambitious hopes could 
never Ik- realizedL Abandoning politics to others, they 
retired into the background to live privately on llieir 
domains, and when, at long intervals, the nttniL- of it Medi- 
nesc chief crops up in Arab annuls, it Is always in connexion 
with purely personal interests, or as a sup] meter of some 
party ol her than his own. Although both numerous and 
wealthy, they luid scarcely any iiiltnence on the future 
history of their count iy. Among line descendants of the 
Governor 'AM nl-Maiik, one branch, the Ifcni l-Jad. became 
rich proprietors at Seville; another, the IVni Kasim, pos¬ 
sessed large estates near Alpuente. iu the province of 
lAlcnriu, where a village (Ik-mcusim: still bears their name, 
but neither brunch emerged from its relative obscurity. It 
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i* true tlmt in the eleventh century the Beni Kasim were 
the independent rulers of a petty Stab.'; hut Litis dues not 
seem to have extended beyond the limits of their own 
don in ins; moreover, tins wns at un epoch when, the Cordovan 
Khali fate having fallen, every landed proprietor set up as a 
petty sovereign. It is also true that, two centuries later, 
tilt* Item ‘L Ann mr, descended from the Mvdinese Sit'd ihn 
■Ohfidu—one of the most illustrious of Mohammed's com¬ 
panions, ami nearly chosen os his successor—ascended the 
throne of Granada; but old pretensions and old grudges 
had by that time been buried in oblivion ; the very existence 
of a Medincse party had been forgot ten; tite Arabs had 
lost their national characteristics, and through livelie r influ* 
encii had become deeply religions. The reign of the item 
T-AJouar only lasted long enough for them to see all their 
fortresses captured in succession by the Kings of t astih 
and to the days when, in the words of 1 lit Spanish romance, 
“ the cross entered Granola by one gate while the Koran 
teft it hy another, and the 7 V J)aim resounded within walls 
still echoing to 'Allah Akhar f " 

A living image of the destiny of the Medinese, this family 
of Su'd jbn ‘^Obiida. whose name is linked to the greatest 
names of history both in t he East and in Lite West—Molmm- 
med and Abu Hukr, Charlemagne and Isabella the Catholic 
—has left behind it an ineffaceable and glorious memory, hut 
was always dogged by misfortune, it commenced with 
Sa‘d and ended with ItoalidiL An interval of eight cent lines 
and a half separate these two names, and those who bow 
them noth died in exile, mourning their past greatness. A 
valiant champion of Sdmnisin in nil the battles which 
.Mohammed bud waged against the pagans, Sird, “ l lie 
Perfect,*’ was on the point of living elected Khalif hj the 
Helpers*when the Meccan Refugees claimed this right for 
themselves. Through l fie treachery of some Medincse, and 
still more through the arrival of » tribe entirely' devoted 
to the Refugees, the latter bore Sit'd into the midst of a 
tumultuous crowd, where, as lie lay grievously ill upon 
a litter, he was cruelly insulted by *Gmaf and nearly 
crushed to death in the press. Vowing that lie would never 
recognise Abu link r, and unable to endure the sight of bis 
enemies* triumph, he withdrew to Syria, where he met with 
a mysterious death, hi a remote and desolate spot—» 
ran the popular tradition—lie wus -.lain hy the .linn, mid 
■ his sons were informed of bis death by some slaves, who 
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told them that they hud heard a voice proceeding from a 
well, crying: “ Wc have slain the chief of the Khazrjtj. 
Sft‘d ibn ‘Utiidji: we discharged two arrows at hitu which 
found their way to his hearL , “' HoiibdiJ. too, when lie hud 
lost lib crown, went to end Iiiv days in 11 ihr-uiT and inhospi¬ 
table land, From the summit of a high rock, s-ti ^bearing 
its poetical name of Ml ultimo xotpirii <M 31 (fro, *• tire Moor’s 
last sigh.' he cast one long look of farewell upon Ids wcll- 
bc loved l Trim adit—u city without her equal in the world. 


A ft^tjounlirtir lit^Liifnira^j hawttwr* *vor tlhliE. S& r ii dEthU lhim til# hit* rtf » 
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CHAPTER XII 

SUM A VI. IBS HATH! 

I N the early Jays of his governorship, Abu '1-KJuitUr 
1 rented all parties with equi I abb- impartiality, and 
although tie was a ltelbite, the Kaisites thenisdves, of whom 
there were many among the troops that accompanied Rnlj 
to Spain. Urn! flu complaint against hint, But siieh ukxIltu- 
tion^vns exceptional in an Arab, and his natural antipathies 
soon displayed themselves, On two scores he had an 
account to settle with the Kaisites; in Africa he had him* 
self been a \ ietim of their tyranny, and in Spain they had 
put to death his tribesman Su'd, son of Jauw&s—& man of 
whom he used to say: '* I would gladly cut. off my hand to 
recall him to life.' He could at leant avenge him, and this 
he did only too effectually. lie acted, indeed, with such 
rigour towards the Kaisitcs whom he suspected of being 
concerned in his friend s death, that lie was abb to uty in 
one of his poems: 

"I w.pukl tliiii the «n of JjiiwAfc cotslij Ic^rri »ltli nhit .rdaur 1 Luc 
taken fii* c*u*r Ifl hiiiri, Tn uvvn^t? hEi rlratli I Lave hLmii E3EiiE fc iT men i 
*l*i !J on \hr ground tlku uprooted hi- q tMrrrul," 

Suet) indiscriminate retribution naturally tended to re¬ 
kindle civil wnr, The Kaisiles. however—k-ss Numerous in 
Spain than the Yemenites—were in no hurry to extricate 
themselves forcibly from a situation which had become in¬ 
tolerable to them; their pent-up hatred did not burst its 
barriers until the honour of their chief hud been compro¬ 
mised, A man of the Ma-uddiU: tribe of Kiiultm, having a 
dispute witli a Keltnte, came before the Governor to plead 
his cause. He hail right on his ride, hut the Governor, 
with Hagrant partiality, decided against him, The li infinite 
protested against this iniquitous decision before the Kaisibe 
chief SumayJ.t of the Beni KihUt, who immedialclv pro¬ 
ceeded to the pulacc, and reproaching the Governor for 
showing bias in favour of his own tnbefiuac, demanded 
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justice for the Kinamte, The Governor returned t rough 
answer; Sumayl retorted in n similar lone, whereupon he 
ivns buffeted end thrust out. The chieftain sulTeita these 
indignities uncomplainingly. end wit It calm disdain; but in 
consequence of the treatment lie had endured lie left the 
paluce with disordered headgear A bystander at the pile 
exclaimed t “ What has In.-In He it your I urban, A bit Jbwshau f 
]t is all avrrv I" “ If 1 have any foliow-tril*a>mcn/‘ replied 

the Knisite chief, M Lhev will set' U to rights/' This was a 
declaration of war. Abu ‘l-Ktmttur had made a dangerous 
kih) implacable cncmv of one wlm was no ordinary man. 
eit her for good or evil. Simmy I s naturally generous—yet 
haughty and vindictive—soul was tom hv two potent in- 
tincnccs. of equal power but contrary tendencies, He was 
a man of strong hut fll-balanced character—uncultured' and 
tinkle, swayed W instinct, and the sport of chance—and in 
his breast opposing impulses came into strong conflict. Of 
persevering activity when his passions were aroused, he re¬ 
lapsed into indolence and indifference, which seemed still 
tuore natural to him, as soon as his stormy emotions lin'd 
subsided. Ilis liberality—a virtue more highly appreciated 
than any other by his eons patriots—was boundless; ill 
order not to ruin him, his pocl—for every Arab chief main¬ 
tained a poet, as every Scottish chief his minstrel—visited 
him but twice a year, on the occasion of two great religious 
festivals, Sumayl having made an oath to give him nil the 
money in his possession whenever he saw hint. And yet 
Suraayfs education Imd been but slender: in spite of his 
love of poetry—especially if it flattered his vanity—and 
although he now and then composed verses himself, he 
could not read, and the A mbs themsel ves considered him 
behind the times. On the other hand, his good breeding 
was such that even his enemies were obliged to acknowledge 
him to lie a model of courtesy. In the laxity of his morals 
ami Ills indifference towards religion he followed the type of 
the nobles of earlier days, liber Line* who were Moslems only 
in name. In defiance of the Prophet's prohibition, he 
drank wine like any Pagan Arab; indecd.be seldom went to 
bed sober. The Koran wan almost unknown to him. and lie 
bad little desire to become acquainted with a hook the 
levelling tendencies of which wounded his Arab pride. It 
issTitti that one dav. hearing a schoolmaster, who was teach¬ 
ing children to read the Koran, enunciate this verse; *' We 
send failure and success in turn among men/' Sumay l ex- 
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churned, “ Nay, it should be, 1 among Arabs.'” ■ Lbmhm 
me. Sir," replied the teacher, 11 it is, ' among men.* " ‘ I kith 

the Verse run so?" ** Assured i “How unfortunate for 
us! In that ease power doth not belong to m alone; 
peasants, serfs, slaves, may share it." If, however, lit was 
h bad Moslem, he could lay the blame on heredity. His 
grandfather was that Shamir, of Kfifa, of whom we have 
already related that when general of l In Oimivyad army he 
IibJ not felL a moment's Invitation when it came to putting 
the Prophets grandson to death, while his colleagues, 
sceptics though they were, recoiled From such a sacrilege. 
This grand father, who had carried Husain's head toYada 1. 
had also been the direct cause of Sumayl's coming to Spain. 
The ShHte Mukhtur had beheaded Shamir, and thrown his 
nirnisr to the dogs, when, as master of Kfifa. lie avenged 
H usaui’s tmirdcr by horrible reprisals; and Halim. Sumayi’s 
father, fleeing From the fury of the triumphant party, nought 
refuse in the district of Khuiisrui, There he settled with 
his family, find when Hishiim was raising in Syria the army 
tat ended to tjucll the Berber revolt. Sumayl had been 
chosen by lot in join it. 1 .liter, he crossed the .Straits with 
Ifedj, , ud Uil- Kotsiles of Spain came to regard him ms their 
leader. 

Suinnyl upon returning to his house summoned a meet¬ 
ing of tilt- most iutlit> Titini Karaites that night. When they 
were assembled, he related to them the insult* to w I rich 
he hud been subjected, and nsketI far their advice, " Lay 
before us thine own plan," they exclaimed; ••we approve 
of it beforehand, and nre ready to execute it." “ By 
Allah!” replied Suimryl, “l am (irmly resolved to wrest 
the power from the hands of this Arab; but we Kaisites in 
thi>. country are loo weak to resist the Yemenites unaided, 
and I would not expose you to the perils of so hazardous an 
enterprise. We con doubtless count upon ail those who 
were worsted at the Hattie of the Plain, and it wilt he well 
also to form an alliance with the Lakh mites and .hulluiimto. 1 
and confer the Kmirale on one of them: or, rather, i hey 
shall ostensibly enjoy the hegemony which will in reality 
rest with us. 1 shall therefore immedutdy leave C ordou 
to visit the chiefs of Hum. iriixs and induct' them to take 
up arms. Do you approve of my plane?" M We approve,” 
replied one of the assembly. '* hut lake heed that you brooch 
not the matter to our tribesman, Abfi 'Atl, for you may 1« 
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surt- Unit lie w ill imt co-operate with us" Now, Ahi'i *Atn, 
who Jived nl Kriju, was chief of the Beni GhutufAn: 
Siinifivl s commanding in l!u iiir over men's minds hnd 
inspired tlii?. chieftain with violent jealousy; it is there¬ 
fore not to lie wondered at that, when tlie question was put 
to the vote, the Knisites unanimously endorsed the advice 
which had just been given. A single individual, however, 
did not seem to share the general opinion. Hut since he 
was very young, and modesty forbade hum to vote against 
his seniors, he merely showed lus disapproval by silence, 
until Sumayl emboldened him by asking why he had not 
declared lii> opinion openly like the test' " I have hut one 
cttmnient to make," replied the young man, “namely, that 
ll you do not seek Ahii ‘Aid's aid, we are lost; but that if 
you du, he will forget his animosity mid be guided solely by 
Utu love he 1ms for his race. Toil may be certain thiit he 
will support us vigorously." After a moment’s reflection. 
Sun my I simply replied, « 1 believe you say well,” and start¬ 
ing from Cordova liefore dawn he proceeded first of all to 
A bn ’ AtiL As the youthful I bn Tufeyl bad foreseen. 
Ahh Atf. promised to aid him, and he kept his word. 
Fium Ecu*, Siimayl went to Moron, where dwelt Thoahu, 
chief of the .! i id hit mites, who had already had difJcreu : 
with ^ usuf. The two chiefs entered into u compact, and 
Tbonha having been proclaimed leader of the allies, the 
KaLsites, the -ludhainitcs, and the Lakhmites joined forces, 
in the district of Sidorui t April, a.i>. 7451. 

Abu J-Khaitiir no sooner heard of these warlike pre¬ 
parations than he marched against the insurgents with the 
fvoops then at Cordova. During the battle which ensued 
beside the (iaudalete, the wisdom of the advice given by 
Sumayl to his tribesmen at the council became manifest, 
lii concluding an alliiuicc with two pow'crful Vcmenite 
tribes, mid granting one of them the supremacy, he Imd hut 
followed mi Rustem mage, by which tribes too weak them¬ 
selves to resist their enemies, were wont to confederate with 
tribes allied to their opponents/ Alliances of this kind 
besides strengthening weak tribes, yielded the further 
advantage that they, to some extent, disarmed the enemy, 
who were almost always reluctant to fight against tribes 
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Of their own race, especially when the hitter held the 
hugi-'iunriy. This is what Imppcricd lit the battle of the 
(tuadulete. Aba 1 Khatturs Yemenites, utter contending 
half-heartedly with the .Iltdhumiles and 1 .itklmiiLes—with 
whom they hud utready come to an understanding, and who 
for their part spared them us much as possible—allowed 
themselves to lie routed, and took tu flight, lurft alone 
with the K el bites on the battlefield, Ahti 'l-K iuittar was 
soon obliged to follow their example, after having seen 
many of his triliesincn killed; hut, with three members of 
Ills family, lie was ruptured by his pursuers. There were 
some in the victorious army who would have pul him to 
death, blit other counsels prevailed, lb- was merely loaded 
with fetters, and Titnaha. Governor nf Spain by right of 
conquest, took up his residence in the Capital. The 
Kdbites. however, did not consider themselves viunpiished, 
and one of their chiefs. 1 Ybd-er-itnhniiin jbn Nu'nym, formed 
the bold resolution of attempting to deliver Abu ’l-Khattibr 
from captivity. Aecompunied l>y thirty or forty hurse, and 
two hundred foot, he entered Cordova in the darkness of 
the night, attacked unawares flic soldiers who kepi guard 
over Abu ‘l-Khattiir, dispersed them, and conducted tlu* 
former Gove four to the Kelbites in the vicinity of Bcjfi. 

Thus restored to lilierty. Aim ’UKImttar assembled some 
Yemenites under Ids banner and marched against Cordova, 
in the hope that this time the army would allow more 7 . cal 
for his cause. Thimbu and Stumiyl set out to meet him, 
and the two opposing armies encamped in sight of one 
another. At nightfall a Mu’uddite left Thoatm’s camp, and, 
approaching Aim [-KbnttArs, cried at the top of bis voice : 
*■ Yemenites, why fight ye against tis, and why have ye set 
Abu 'L-Kb attar free ¥ Fear ye that, wo shall put him to death f 
When we hud him in our power, we spared his life and 
forgave him all. Ye might have had a plausible pretext 
for warring against us if ti c had chosen an Kmir of our own 
race; but we have chosen one of yours. Reflect, therefore, 
we pray you, on what ye are about to do. 11 is not /ear. I 
swear to you, which makes us sjicnk to you thus: but we 
would, if possible, avoid bloodshed.” These words, in which 
it js easy to recognise SumavTs suggestion, made such an 
impression on A hit l-KhattAr's men, that carrying off their 
unwilling Emir, they struck their camp that night mid 
marched homewards, and when dawn w hitened the mountain- 
lops which formed the horizon, they were already several 
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leagues distant. hi these civil wars the tribesmen did 
not fight in tin* interests of an individual, hut for supremney, 
l JW(l the tic nth of I lion fin. which took plucc n veur Inter. 
•Spain was once more plunged into anarchy. Two chiefs, 
both .luilliAmiUs claimed the Emirate. These were ,\mr, 
son of Tliouljji, who considered that lie was his fathers 
rightful successor, and Urn Ifaraitb, the son of A negrcss 
hut spnmg from a Jlnnily long settled in Spain. The hitter 
felt such fierce 1 nit red tor the Syrians, flint he was wont to 
sav: *■ If one IkjwJ contained the Mood of all the Syrians, 

I would drain it to the dregs! SumuyE, a Syrian himself, 
eould not allow Spain to be governed by such an implacable 
enemy of Jib race hut he objected just us strongly to the 
son of Thoabn. While not desiring the title of Governor 
himself—since he believed the (Candles were ton we£k to 
support him—Su may I aimed at conferring the post on some 
nominee a puppet, through whose agency he timid nctiiiillv 
rule, lie had already hit upon a man'who fulfilled the 
necessary conditions. This was the Filmic Yusuf,‘ n man 
of inoffensive mediocrity, who possessed. however, mmlifb 
Laiinns recommending him to Llw suffrages of' Arabs of 
even* rare. \ le was aM enough to please those who doted 
on n gerontocracy tor lie had attained the age «f fifty-seven - 
lie sprang from a noble and illustrious line -for lie was 
descended from 'Qltla, the famous general who fmd roire 
quereda great part of Africa: liimllv. he was a Fihrjtc— 
and the FiEt rites were regarded as second in rank only to 
the pure burnish; it was natural to see them at the head of 
affairs, and they were regarded as above faction. Bv dint 
of trumpeting these advantages, Sumayl succeeded in pm- 
currng hiti candidate’s nomination; Ibn Iforaitfa was consoled 
with the prefecture of Itejjjio, and in January A.n. 7+7 the 
chick elected Vhsul (iovonmr of Spain. 

Henceforth Sumayl. whose passions hiul hitherto been 
kept in Check by rhoAba’s counterbalancing influence, was 
I liT- sole r i luster t>l Spain, and hr set his mind on makiii" 

) fiaof. who was as wax in Ids hands, an- instrument of hS 

i otl , ‘ f C7lt ^ rely upon all the 

T> ] from making war 

against the eomlnncd y ememtes. His first «fc ,, was to 

break iattiiMith Ibn Honuth, hy depriving the JodhfiroSte 
ol Jus prefecture, i In* was the signal for hostilities. 
Ibn Horntli, in great wrath, offered his alliance to Aim 

' YOwt •Alid-cr.lbhuiln at-KIm. * ^ ^ a 
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TKhattlr. who was eating his heart nnuju^ | iis tribe*,,,*,,. 
* h * two h * d ,lfl interview which very ucady j>r<wed 

rui t less, since Abu l-Khattar reasserted his righr tu the 
bjtnimte, while l bn ilomilli claimed it on the ground that 
Ims tnbe wn« more numerous in Spain Umrt Abu !Kbu< lid's, 
l lie Kcl bites themselves. who felt that in order to wreak 

1 rn fW 1 !! i ij-i ■ i ii i hi... 1*. <-h a ■ ■* JU fl. IE _ 3 i . i 



lies flocked to his luinnerfroin nil quarters. The Ma'additcs, 
lor then (nlH, milled round Vfcsufand Sumryl. Neighbours 
Of different races everywhere took leave of one another with 
the courtesy and goodwill beseeming n calm and courageous 
people—at the same time firmly resolved to measure'wudi 
otli«r\ strength upon the battle field. Neither army w«s 
o targe one, mid the struggle ujjon which thus* were entering 
—confined as ii \faa to the south of Spain—resesm bled a 
dud on a large scale, rather than ,i war. I hough those who 
took nan m it were the bravest and noblest of their race. 

I in. encounter took place near Seetjndn. mi old It on i an 
walled town* on the left Imnk of the Gmidahjimer, iippwire 
io Cordova and after wards included among tin suburbs of 
the t apitaU After the morning prayer the horsemen 
attacked each other as though at a tourney; then when 
tncir spears were shattered, quit the sun was high, a erv 
aros* that the time had come to fight hand to hand. I.enp- 
ing from their horses, andeach man selecting his adversary, 
ilury* sought till their swords were broken, i'hen every mint 
used whatever weapon fell to bis hand: one a bow. jitirtiher 
it quiver : others threw Mind in their enemies’ eves, or bent 
them with their fists, or tore out their hair. ' ■‘Shall we 
summon the army w hich we h it m Cordova V asked 
SuiUflyl_of Yusuf. when this furious conflict hud lasted till 
the evening, witbonL decisive resuJ L. ■* Whut army ? T> asked 
\ usuf in surprise. « The market folk.” replied Sumnyi, It 
w ®* strange ior an Arab, especially for an Arab of .Siminyl's 
stamp, to seek tlu* intcrveutiuii of bakers, butchers, chap¬ 
men. and iH?icijints in such a fray. Inft since he had conceived 
the idea, if is reasonable to suppose that he feared his side 
might yield at any moment. He this ns it may. Vfoufw 
usual nnpiiesced m his fidend's suggestion, and’despatched 
two meswmgers to Cordova to summon this strange rein- 
force m s e t it A I tr >iit fri ur h and red till zeus t here t ipoi i m a relied 

out h Jilrnost imnrmedi A few hnd miautged tu provide 
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themselves with swords or spcnrs. nod the butchers hud tlidr 
knives, but the rest carried cudgels only. Nevertheless, 
since tbn Horailh's soldiers were half dead with fulbue* the 
arrival of this improvised national guard mam the hold de¬ 
cided the fate of the buttle, and thcMn^ufdUes made a large 
number isouers, including Abu !-K ludtar himself. The 
K white chief knew Lhe doom which awaited him, did made 
no attempt U' escape it, but In-at least determined to give 
himself the satis fm-t. ion of seeing it shared by his so-culled 
ally, Ibf! 1 formtb, that implacable enemy of the Syrians, 
who had misted him I rom his Emirntc. He had marked 
Hin Horaith crouching beneath a mill, and pointed miL bis 
hiding-place to the Mn'oddites: then, seeing him made 
prisoner and condemned to death. he exclaimed, in allusion 
to the blood-thirsty phrase so often upon Ikn Ifomith s >jps: 
■‘Son of n negress, remaineth there one drop in thy 
bowl i " Both of them were decapitated, (a, t>. 747). '[’he 
Mu'nddites drugged their other prisoners io the Bsuthcdral 
of Cordova, which was dedicated to 5 . Vincent, 1 There 
Simmy 1 acted at <mec us their prosecutor, their judge, and 
their executioner. He did prompt and terrible justice; 
each doom wliiuh hr pronounced and executed was « sen- 
teiwx' of death. He bad already beheaded seventy persons, 
wbtn Ins ally Aim ‘Ata, sickened by the hideous scene 
wished to end it. - Abu Jawshaii,' lie cried, starting up 
■*return thy sword to thy scabbard!" “Sit thee down 
Ilgam, Aim ‘Ata, 1 ' replied Simmyl, in a murderous frenry ■ 
"this is 11 glorious day for thee arid for thy people 1 ’ A |,{i 
A in resumed hk seat, and Sumayl continued h j> bloody 
work. At lost Abfi 4 A tre could restrain himself no longer, 
h rcKten with horror at the carnage, at the murder of so many 
jXMM- wretches who, though Yemenite*, were Syrians, he saw 
' Sumayl the enemy of Ins countrymen, the desccmlnnt of 
the worrmrs of - Iruk who, under Ali. had foughY against 
Mu'iiwiyii s Syrians at the battle of SiMn, m&ng once more 
he cried : 4 Arab . 11 thou takesl so atrocious a pleasure in 

slaughtering my countrymen, it is because-thon r cm cm bores t 
SitHn. Stay thy murderous hand, or 1 will make the cause 
of thy victmii that id the Syrian*" Then. and not Lili llien 
did Sumayl replace his sword in its scabbard 

Alter liic battle vi Seen min, Yusufs authority was un¬ 
disputed, hut since lie was merely n titular Governor, while 
Sumayl actually ruled, he grew weary of the subordinate 

■ uud* mOMrn t > uuit* of pul , U ^ al _ 
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position to which ilie Kaisite had condemned him, and with 

,view to ririiUn^ himself of Ills master. he offered liim a kind 
of *u*fdpJiip uv Governor of Hit* district of Zaragoza 
Sunujl dill not reject tins offer, but the chief motive which 
k-d him to accept i! was the fact that tint district whs in- 
habited 4jy Yemenites. He looked forward to gratifying hist 
hatred liy opprtasinj’ them. JJiit events took an unexpected 
turn Accompanied by his clients, his slaves, and two 
hundred K unis Jutes. Suimyl arrived at Zaragoza (a.iu 7.T0), 
just as Spain began to he devastated by a dearth which 
lusted for live years. So grievous was the' famine Unit com¬ 
munications were interrupted by t he death of nearly all the 
couriers, and the Berbeis settled in the North emigrated in 
a lajjly to Africa. ’J'lie widespread want nr id suffering so 
greatly touched the Governor's heart that, by one of those 
accesses of kindness, which in Ids character seemed L« alter¬ 
nate with the most savage brutal tty, he forgot all Ids griev¬ 
ances and grudges, and making no distinction between friend 
lw 'd foe. Mu-iiddite and Yemenite, he gave money to some, 
slaves to others, and bread to nil. In a man so ■ ompassion¬ 
ate, so charitable, it was hard indeed to recognise the outcher 
who hod made so many heads fall on S. Vincents pavement. 

Two or three years thus passed by, and if a good under¬ 
standing between Knisites and Yemenites had been possible, 
if Sumiyl could have become reconciled to his enemies by 
dint of kindness, the Arabs of .Spain would have enjoyed 
repose after years of sanguinary warfare. Hut do actions of 
Sit may] could win him forgiveness for Iris pitiless execu¬ 
tions; he was always believed to be ready Lr_. recommenec 
them at the first opportunity, and hatred was too deeply rooted 
in the hearts of Lhc h ading men on both sides to render the 
apparent reconciliation any tiling more than a brief truce. 
The Yemenites, moreover, who believed that Spain belonged 
to them of right, could not tamely endure the supremacy of 
the Kai sites, and were firmly resolved to regain, upon the 
Jirst favourable occasion, their lost dominion. Certain of the 
Ktirashite chiefs ‘also murmured. Belonging to a trilxr 
which since Mohammed s days had been regarded as the most 
illustrious, they enuld not with equanimity sec Spain ruled 
by a Fihrite—a mere hunt shite of the environs, whom they 
naturally looked down upon. 

A coalition between these two parties of malcontents 
might liave been predicted, and it was noL lung delayed. 
There was at that time in Cordova on ambitious Kurnshitc 
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noble,‘Amir by name, whom Yusuf, who disliked him, find 
deprived of llieoominaml of the army which from time to time 
operated against the Chmtkins oi the North. Eager to 
avenge this affront, and aspiring in the dignity of Governor, 
*Amir cherished the design ol turning the discontent of the 
Yemenites to his advantage and placing himself at their 
head under the pretence that the 'Ahbuatd Khuhf had nomi¬ 
nated him Governor of Spain. I te began by bn tiding a fortress 
on u domain which he owned to the n est of Cordova. Upon 
the completion of this he intended to attack Yusuf, which he 
might do with good prospect of success, since the Governor 
had at his disposal only a body-guard of some fifty horse. 
Even if he met with a reverse, ‘Amir could retire to his 
fortress and await the arrival of the Yemenites, with whom 
he bad already come to mi understanding. YOsuf got wind 
of the Kurushites hostile intentions, and tried to arrest him ; 
but he saw that ’Amir was on his guard* and, moreover, he 
did not dare tu resort to extreme measures without seeking 
the advice of Sumnyl—whom be consulted mi id) points, in 
spite of his remoteness from the Capital, He accordingly 
wrote to Sumayl, asking him bow to ueL The Governor 
of Zaragoata in his reply, urged the iimnediitt<L assnvsinati on 
of‘Amir. Fortunately for the latter, lie was warned of his 
imminent danger by a spy in the Governor's palace. Mount¬ 
ing bis horse without a moment's delay, he took the road 
to Znnigozn, for he deemed the Yemenites of Syria, ton 
much enfeebled by the battle of Secunda to be relied upon, 
olid was convinced that those of the North East would afford 
him surer aid. By the time 'Amir reached the district of 
Zaragoza, another Karoshi te. Hobib by name, had already 
raised the standard of revolt. ‘Amir having proposed that 
they should join forces against Sunmvi, the two chiefs met 
and agreed to cull the Yemenites and iicrliera to mtift against 
bosh \ haul Olid life lieutenant, whom theydubbed usurpers 
on the pretext that ‘Amir hud been nominated Governor of 
Spam by the ’Abbdsid K ha I if, f lie \ emenites and Berbers 
responding m large number* to tins summons, thev defeated 
the uiret* sent agnilist them by Surnnyt, and then proceeded 
to lay siege to /itmgout (a,o, 730-1}. 

After appealing m vain for aid to Yusuf, who was te- 
duecd to such helplessness m to be unable to muster unv 
troops, Sumayl applied to the Knfeites who formed part of 
I ^ di \ hiori^ t\ iu n ifriii 3iiul Dutiij^Gys w-tr-c titled 
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in tlie territories of Jaen and Elvira. He described the 
jicrilou* position in which lit was placed, hut added that at a 
pinch he would he content with it small reinforcement, His 
requisition was dirtieult to mmply with. Sumnyl'a friend, 
however, the KdAbite ‘Ubaid—who next to him was the 
most powerful chief among the Kaisites—im verged the 
region inhabited by the two divisions, summoning on his way 
nil those on whom 1 il: could rely, to arm themselves and he 
prepared to march on Zaragoza. The tribes of Kihifa. 
Sloliftrib' Sulnym, Nasr, and Hawnzin also volunteered to 
join the expedition ; hut the GHfltaftn, who were without a 
chief—Abu 'A tA having died and his successor having not 
yet being elected—were undecided, and put off from day to 
day ^definite reply. The tribe of the Ka’b ibn 'Amir, on tin- 
other iinud, from* pc tty jealousy, washed for nothing better 
than to see Sumayl perish for hick of help.' Urged by 
‘Obaid. the Ghntafau, however, at last promised their sup¬ 
port, whereupon the K*ab ibn ‘Atnir thought that, all things 
considered, they had better throw in their lot with the rest. 
They realized, in fuel, that by standing aloof, they would 
attract general animosity without gaining their object, tor 
Sumayl would Ire rescued in any case, and could easily dis¬ 
pense'with tlTcjr aid. in the end, thcrclcrrc, all the Kuisitc 
tribes supplied slender contingents : the number of infantry 
is unknown, but of horsemen there were barely three hundred 
mid six tv. Seeing their united forces so weak, the Kai sites 
began to be demoralised, when one of their number banished 
their hesitation with burning words: “We must not,” lit 
cried at the end of his harangue, “abandon to bis fate a 
chieftain such as Sumayl: rather let us lay down our liv es to 
save him t" Their wavering courage returned, and they set 
out on their march to Toledo, Ibn Shiliab, chiel oi the 
Ka-1> ibn ‘Amir, was entrusted with the command of 1 In 
expedition. II is appointment was due to the advice id 
‘Uiniid. who. though himself entitled to the post, preferred, 
generous and devoted friend that lie wns, to yield it to the 
chief of the tribe which had shown itself most opposed to 
the enterprise, in the hope that it would thereby become 
(Irmly attached to SumajTs cause The expedition set out 
at the beginning of the year 755 . 

Upon reaching the banks of the Guild tana, the Kidsites 

* Tlii* tribw. iurliiitriiff Um thiw ■uMr:ln'« of Kmimic, II 
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found there tlit: Bakr ibn W" : i and Liu- Beni ‘Ali, two tribes 
which. Although not Kuisiles. al least Itelouged to tin* 
M.Vachlite race. These sympathised with I In expedition, 
and supuUircl h reinforeenmnt of more than four hundred 
horse. Thus strengthened, the force arrived at Toledo, 
where information reached it that the siege was beivig prose¬ 
cuted with such vigour that. Stimnyl would soon lie compelled 
to surrender. Fearing tn arrive too Lite, and wishing tc> in¬ 
form the besieged of their approach, the Kaisites despatched 
one of their number to Zaragoza, with injunctions to slip 
through the besiegers and throw over the rampart u pebble 
wrapped in paper on which were written two verses: 

" Krjoic«\ ye for khtcow nrriTdli, mil *r>oii thr- irp: will be 

r 1 - H llltivtri,,]!-. wurri-1 <->iil[Lr,-iE i>f Nufh , emu. lo ix^ti f pm , mrpmttii 
tm wc*J! fitriiISc ii miircm cif Lhr fitcnl of Aw ij," 

The messenger carried out his orders adroitly. The 
missive was picked up end carried Lo SumayL who rend fl 
and hastened to revive the courage of his soldiers by com* 
mu men Ling to them the joyful news which lie had received, 
The operations came to an end without a blow being struck i 
upon the mere rumour of the approach of the Ma'oddites t he 
siege was raised, for 'Amir and Uobflh feared to Had them¬ 
selves surrounded. The Kahitcs with their allies thereupon 
entered the city, ami Suxnayl lavishly rewarded tiiem for the 
services they had rendered him. 

Among- the auxiliaries were thirty clients of the family 
of Omayyn. belonging to the Damascus division, settled ui 
the province of Klvira. The Omayytuls 1 had long been dis¬ 
tinguished for their attachment to the Me'nddito cause, and 
at the battle of Sccunda they had fought so bravely under 
Viisuf and Simmy! that they had won the high esteem of 
those two chiefs. (In the present occasion, however, (he 
thirty horsemen had accompanied the Kaisites on their 
march to the relief of Sumayl, It--, because tliev regarded 
the latter as their ally, than Ijccause they wished to confer 
until him upon matters of high importance. To explain the 
nature of their business, we must revert to pregnant events 
which Imd taken place five years Indore. 


1 AWMttlc I I Arub ih.v-i' tl.ntt.mn W ll*4 .<,t 01 ,l r lo m0T nb.rt of Lbr 
tainllj, but (fen tMf rtiur.U 1 



To 7J; Hill ^MUiaUU (MS. K I. Art. -Swtuail 
ff. IS- ] 7 : Ibn KlutUflu ii f. 177. *t p^rfm ] 


• CHAPTER XH1 

A BD-KR-H A 11 M AX’S \y AN DARINGS 

the year T 50 , Merwnn If, the last Ouiayvad 

\ ' h =>ot hia death in Egypt. where la- had sought 
reftige P a cruet ptiisecution agauist his luitnemiis fmui h\ 
wliom the ’Abhasids, tisurjjcrs of the throne, thirsted to ev- 
terminate. A grandson of the Khalit Hi sham was deprived 
oi a hand and a fool, and thus mutilated was led on an ass 
through the towns and villages oi' Siria accompanied by a 
herald, who exhibited him as though lie were a strange 
beast, crying: ' lfehold A ban. son of Mu’awiva, the most 
renowned cavaher of the house of Ouiayya [ " This punish- 
merit uas only terminated by the victim s death. The 
prmcgss Abda* Hi^h-nu * daughter, upon lu reveiil 

where she had hidden her treasures, was forthwith slain, 
Rut the persecution failed thro ugh its very violence. Mmiv 
Omityyads succeeded in escaping, and sought concealment 
wnung Bedawy tribes. Seeing their victims slipping from 
their grasp, and realizing that they could not complete their 
bloody work except by a stratagem, the *A bbtWds issue! « 
treacherous proclamation, in the name of their Khalif Aim 
VAbbns, in which it was admitted that they had gone 
too far. and an amnesty was promised to rdl tl'ir surviving 
U may y ads. More Ilian seventy fell into the snare, and were 
beaten to death. 

, , / ' itliyji and *Abd*cr- Rahman, grandsons 

ot t ic Khalif IT LsUam t escaped this horrible massacre. When 
die proclamation appeared, \ ahya said to his brother: M Let 
us wait.awhile ; if all goes well tre can at itny time join the 
army oi Hie ‘A hhiishls when it is in our neigh luHirhood, hut at 
pr<‘seiit I have no great confidence in the promised ai lines tv. 

I will Send an emissary to the camp, who will report to us 
how our kinsfolk hnve fared. 1 ' 

After the massacre Yuliyas messenger brought him the 
fat'll news with alt speed; but he was ck-M-ly followed bv 
soldici^s who had been ordered to put both Yuliya and Abd- 
er-Rahmftn to death, and before tin former, paralysed with 
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terror, could devise means'oif escape, lie was seized nod slain. 
’Abd-erllahmiUi was out bunting at the time, and his absence 
saved him. Informed by trusty servants of his brother's 
fate, he profited by the darkness of the night to return 
home, and telling his two sisters that lie would seek refuge in 
a village near the Euphrates—where lie owned a Amuse--- 
he bade them join him there, ns soon us possible, with his 
son and younger brother. 

The Prince reached the village in question without 
accident, and was soon joined by his family. fie hud no 
intention of remaining long m this retreat, and resolved to 
proceed to Africa, but believing that his enemies would not 
easily discover his hiding-place. lie waited until be could 
undertake his long journey without undue peril. 

One day, when 'Abd-er-Kahmau. who was suffering 
front an affection of the eyes, lay in a darkened room. Ids 
Min StiSauuan, then four years of age, who had been playing 
at the threshold of the house, ran in, terror-stricken ana 
weeping, to throw himself upon his father's breast, *' \n,y, 
little one," said ‘Abd-er-Rahman, 11 thou knewest that l am 
sick, Rut what ailcth thee i YVliat hath frightened thee ?" 
The child once more hid Ilia face in his father's breast, with 
tears and soils. ■* What can it her" cried the Prince, starting 
up, nn.d opening the door. Rut on looking out he saw in 
the distance block flogs. The child had also seen them, and 
remembered that on the day when those flags hud appeared 
before his fathers former home, liis unde had been slain. 
♦Abd cr-ltahm&n scared)' fiad rime to put u few pieces of 
gold into liis purse and to bid Ins two sisters farewell, •* I 
must iiee, he said; “ bid my freedman lladr Follow me; he 
will Hud me in such and sueli u place; tcH him to bring me 
what I shall have need of, if it please God to save my life.'* 

Whilst the *Abhasid horsemen, after having surrounded 
the village, searched the house which had served as a retreat 
for the Omayyad family—to find in it only two women and 
a child, whom they did not harm— 'Abd-er-Rahman anti 
Ids brother, a youth of thii teen years, concealed themselves 
at some distance from the village: they found hut little diffi¬ 
cult in doing this, for the country was well wooded. Upon 
liftdrs arrival the two brothers set out, and reached the 
hunks of the Euphrates, t here the Prince confided in a 
man of his acquaintance, and giving him money lugged 
him to procure provisions and horses The man, promising 
to execute his commission, departed with llndr. Unfort u- 
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mtL-iy, a slave hail overheard nil that had passed, tn hopes 
f* * "W rt ; VRrci - traitor am ns fast ns he could la ti ll 
Uit captain where the fugitives were bidden, The 

™- tc f werc suddenly alarmed by the sound of honsea' hoofs. 
As tliey rUfUto) to seek concealment in n garden, the troopers 
espied *Jietn, mid proceeded to surround: the place; it kerned 
tJnit in another moment the two brothers would lie slain 
One last chance of escape remained—to throw themselves 
into the Euphrates and endeavour to swim across it. The 
nver was very wide; the attempt would be fraught with 
^reat danger, but in their despair they did not hesitate, and 
plunged headlong into the stream. '“Come buck!" tried 
the troopers, who saw the prey escaping which they had 
thought was m their ^msp. “ Conic back, and we will do 
you no hurt!" Mbd-er-Kuhnian. who knew the worth of 
sui-fs n pruiii hie* only *rw;im the flitter. Iteuchi&jr mid-stream, 
m stayed for mm hisJmil t and shouting £ Q }|j s brother* who 
lugged Iteliind, urged him to hasten. But the poor bov. 
vvho was not so strong a swimmer as *AI>d-cr-Rulimiln, was 
m fear of drowning, and believing Lin: soldiers' wards, had 
already turned back. “ Follow me, brother dear! Follow 
inc! Have no faith in their promises!" cried ‘Abd cr- 
Bahrain—bin lie cried in vain. *■ Wv have lost the other 
one. exclaimed the soldiers, and one of them, bolder than 
the rest, prepared to strip and essay the passage of the 
Euphrates, hut the width of the river deterred hint. *Abd- 
cr.Iiahm&n. therefore, was not pursued, but on gaining the 
opposite hank he bad the anguish uf witnessing his brothers 

decapitation. 

Reaching Palestine in safety, be «'tb rejoined by hb 
faithful sen ant Ilsdr, and by Siiliiu, a freedmon of one of 
his sisters, who brought him money and jewels. The three 
then set.out for Africa, where the authority of the *Ahbasids 
bad not been recognised, and where many Omayyatb had 
ni Yi f clll K u ’ *Hie journey was accomplished in safety, 
smil] had A bd-fl'-Rihm/tB so d^red, he could doubtless bflvt 
Jon rnl in Africa tihHujmlijtY end repose. But he wm& not 
* man to resign himself to 11 humdrum and obscure exists 
ence. A in bilious dreams thronged the brain of this youth 
lit twenty* vi jjoro \ is. bruve, very cAraMy cduCftbetb 

and possessed ol remarkable talents, be fcJt insLinctiveh 
that he was destined for a brilliant career. His spirit of 
adventure and enterprise was nourished by recollections of 
his childhood, which hat] been vividly renewed since he hud 
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been condemned to ft wandering life of poverty. Tliere was 
a widespread belief among Arab?, thnt the destiny of every 
man is written on his countenance, and “Abd-cr- Rahmftn 
held this belief more firmly than most, since a prediction 
made by his great-uncle Moshimn, who reputed an 

accomplished physiognomist, tallied with his most ardent 
desires. At the age of ten-—bis father Mitnwiya living 
then dead—he was one day taken, with his brothers, to 
Etosafo. This was a splendid mansion in the district of 
Kinnisrin, and the usual residence of the KUulif Ilisham. 
The children had just readied the gateway when Maslama 
happened to ride up. Jlcitiitig in his horse, he asked who 
they were. On learning that they were the sons of 
Mulwiya. Mashtma's eyes filled with tears- Poor 
orphans!" he exclaimed, and hade the children be pre¬ 
sented to him two hy two. ‘Abd-er-Rahmin seemed to 

f dense him most, and taking the Hoy on the pummel uf 
lis saddle, >1 aslanm affectionately caressed him. dust I lu ll 
Hisbuiu emerged from his palace. “What child is this i" 
he asked his brother. “ It is Muiwiyn’s son. replied 
Mushmiu. mid then lamding down he whispered in his 
brother's car—in a tone loud enough, however, for ‘Abd- 
er-Hohtoftn to hear—-“The great event is ill hand, and 
Lhis child will become the Hum yon wot of. " “Const Uiou 
be sure of this?" asked Ilisham. 41 Yea. 1 can swear it,” 
replied Moslama; “on his face mid on his neck I have read 
the tokens! 11 

* Abd -cr-Hahmin also remembered that ever si rice that 
day his grandfather had shown a great predilection for him— 
often sending him gifts in which Ida brothers hod no share, 
and inviting him every month to his palace. 

*Abd-er-Hnhmiin did riot precisely know the meauing 
of Misknii's mysterious words, but at the time when they 
w ere uttered many productions of a like nature were current. 
The power of the Omayv&ds had been rudely slmken, and 
in their disquietude, these princes—superstitious iii are all 
orientals to some extent— importuned soothsayers, astrolo¬ 
gers, physiognomists, and others who pretended to raise 
in any way the veil which shrouded the future. Not wish¬ 
ing to deprive of all hope credulous patrons who loaded 
sheui with gifts, nor to delude them with expectations which 
might soon lie falsified, the adepts in occult SCtcnces took 
a middle course, and while declaring that the throne of s he 
Omayyads would full, predicted thnt a scion of thnt iUustrious 
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house would somewhere re-establish it- Mastama seen* to 
have shared this idea. 

'Abd-er Rahman, therefore, belie vet l himself destined In 
ascend a throne, hut in what country he knew not. The 
East was lost: in that quarter there’was nothing to hope 
for, There remained Africa and Spain, and in both of these 
countries a Fihritc dynasty sought to establish itself. 

In Africa — or, rather, in tlialpart of the province which 
was still under Arab domination 1 — there reigned a man 
whom we have already met with ill Spain, where he hud 
unsuccessfully endeavoured to In? proclaimed Emir, This 
was *Abil-cr-ll:ilimfm ibn Habib, the Fihriie, u relative of 
tiovemor of Spain. Ibn Habib, who had not recog¬ 
nised the ‘Abb&sids. I toped to hand down Africa to his 
descendants as an independent principality, and with anxious 
curiosity consulted the soothsayers concerning the future 
of his family Some time before the young 'Ahd-cr-Kuhmuii 

arrived at his Court, n Jew. initiated in the occult sciences 
by the prince Maslanw, from whose Court lie came, predicted 
that it descendant of the royal family, ‘AljJ-er-llnlimaji by 
name, and wearing a curl on each temple, would found a 
dynasty w hich would reign over Africa/ Ibu Habib replied 
that, in that case, since he was himself named Abd-cr- 
Kuhiniin and was master of Africa, he had merely 1 to cidtf- 
vate two locks of Imir to fulfil the conditions. ■■ Nay," 
replied the Jew, You are not the person designated, since 
you are not of the blood-royal." Afterwards, when Ibn 
Habib saw ‘Abd-er-Hahmim, he observed that the young 
man wore his hair in the manner indicated, and sending for 
the Jew, he said to him: f * So this is the man whom destiny 
points out as the master of Africa.* since he possesses ail 
the necessary attributes. But it matters not: he will not 
ileprivejjie of my province/for he will shortly be assassinated;" 
The Jew, who wits deeply attached to tiie Ofnayynds, his 
former masters, shuddered at the thought of his prediction 
furnishing a pretext for the murder of 11 young naan who 
claimed his regard. buL without losing Ins presence of mind, 
replied: “ I admit, my lord, that tliia young man fulfils the 
required conditions. Hut since you rely on my prediction, 
of two possible consequences one must follow': either this 

1 'IILit wr*H:rci nyitnii lauT|JLie M thin Unit thrown u|f thi« ynkv* 

' Thu A!S8 him* h*™ it* 1 * which I* rtcm'Jj- ■14 rrrur Probahlj tht 

baizwd Afrit'!, InU ihr e^ul Lm in*? fklaifittE Lin iircJiftiub. ,H Srum 1 ' umi hqEj- 
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'Abd-er-flulimaii is not thr man—and in thiicusc if you lay 
him you will commit n useless crime —or, lie i.s thr predicted 
ruler" of Africa, and in that case. whatever you do. you 
cannot deprive him of life, since destiny is in mint ahl.. 

Recognising the soundness of the Jew's logic, I !>n Habib 
[jostponed liis attempt on the young prince's life.'! never¬ 
theless, mistrusting not only ’Abd-er-Rahman, hot nil the 
other Omayyads who were then refugees in his province— 
in whom he saw pretenders who might any day become 
dangerous—he dogged Lbeir steps with ever-mereasmg 
anxiety. Among these princes were two sons of the KhaUf 
VVoltd II. Sons worthy of a father who lived only for 
pleasure, who sent his mistresses to preside in Ids place at 
public prayer, and who when practising archery used the 
Koran as a target, they lived a dissolute life in the land of 
their exile. One night as they sat carousing together, one 
of them exclaimed: '* What folly J Doth-1 bn Habib really 
suppose that he will remain Emir of this land, and that wc. 
sous of a Khalif, will tamely suffer him to reign undis¬ 
turbed 1 "* 

tbo Habib, who listened at the door, heard these words. 
Determined to rid himself, secretly, of his dangerous guests, 
he awaited u favourable opportunity to compass their death 
in such a way that It might he attributed to accident, or 
private revenge. He therefore made no change in his 
demeanour towards them, and when they ('.line to pay their 
respects to him, received them with his usual affability. 
He did not, however, conceal from his confidants the fact 
that he had kept a watch upon the sons of Wnlid, and heard 
them use imprudent wow. One of these confidants was 
a secret partisan of the Oinnyyads. and he counsel led the 
princes to flee the Emir’s resentment, They forthwith took 
iris advice; hut I bn Habib, informed of their hasty departure, 
and ignorant of its cause, feared that they were about to 
incite some Arab or Berber tribe to revolt, and wait horsemen 
in pursuit, who captured them and brought them back. 
Thereupon the Emir, considering their flight and the words 
which lie hud heard ample proofs of their criminal intentions, 
ordered them to execution. Ilm Habib then determined to 
rid himself of all the other Omuyvads. but thev, warned hy 
their friends, sought safety among the independent Berbers, 

V\ aiidering from tribe to tribe, and from town to town, 
*Abd-er-Hnimmn traversed the north of Africa from end to 
end. At one time he lay hid at Barca: then he sought - 
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asylum at the Court of the Beni lto?,tcm, Kings of ‘1‘ivliort; 
then he implored the protection of the Berber tribe of 
Mtkness. Five years passed in this manner, and there is 
no evidence tlmt during this period ‘Abd-er-JiaiimCifi ever 
thought of trying tiis fortune in Spain. 11 was Africa that 
this ambitious youth, though penniless and friendless, bun* 
kered alter. For ever intriguing, Irving at all costs to gain 
par Lisa i is, he was, however, expelled by the Miknesa, ami 
journeyed to the neighbourhood of Ceuta, a district inhabit'd 
by (die Berber tribe of Nufzfl, to wlucli his mother lieUmged. 
Convinced at Lust that no good fortune awaited him in 
Africa, ■ Ahd*er-RalmsAn turned his thoughts to the other 
side of the Straits, He possessed some information about 
Spain, gleaned from Salim, fine of the two freedmen who 
luttf shared I lie vicissitudes of his wandering life. Salim hud 
visited Spain in Mds&’s time, or a little later, and in the 
circumstances lie might now have liecn of much service to 
his master, luit lie hud returned to Syria, hong weary of 
leading a viigabond lift- at the heels of an adventurer, he 
had determined to seize the first convenient excuse fur 
cutting himself adrift. Such an opportunity ‘Abd-cr- 
Bahmin had given him. One day, being asleep. Sulim did 
not hear his toaster's summons, whereupon the Litter Llirevv a 
bowl of water over him, and SAJirn cued in anger; “Since 
thou treatest me as a common slave. I leave thee for ever. 
I am under no indebtedness to thee; thy sister is my right' 
ful patron, and to her 1 shall return !" 

Die other freedmati, the faithful Budr. remained- He it 
was whom * A Id-er-Rahman sent over to Spain, there to 
consult with the (ti navy ad clients, who, to the number of 
four or live hundred, formed part of the two "divisions" of 
Damascus and Kiniiisriu settled in the territories of Elvira 
anti Jaen, Radr tool, with him a letter from his patron, 
in which -A Id-er-Rahman explained that he had been for 
five years a fugitive in Africa from the wrath of I bn Habib, 
who nought the life of every member of the Umayyad family. 
“ It is amongst ydu, the clients of my house," continued the 
Prince, “ that 1 fain would dwell, for 1 am convinced that 
ye would prove my faithful friends. But. alas, 1 dare not 
pay a visit to Spain, for the Emir of that country, like the 
Emir ul Africa, would lie in wait for me; lie would regard 
me m an enemy, a pretender. And in troth, have not I, 
grandson of Lhe Klndif Ilisham. a right to the Emirate? 
iince. then. I cannot enter Africa as a private individual, as 
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u claimant only will I come. Hut I will not embark until 
1 receive your assurance that 1 have in your country .some 
chance of success, that you will aid me to the Ik-A of your 
power, nnd that you will look upon my cause as your 
own.” Me ended by promising to confer the most exalted 
dignities upon his clients in the event of their sufporting 
him. 

On reaching Spain, liudr sent this tetter to ‘Olmidaltah 
and Hin Kiuilkl, the leading clients of the Damascus 
div ision. I laving read it, these two chiefs fixed n day for 
deliberating on the mutter with the other clients, and also 
invited Yusuf ibn Hokht, the chief of the Omayyads m the 
Kimiisriii division, to liie conference. Ou the day appointed 
they discussed plans of action with their tribesmen, Difli- 
eult though the enterprise appeared, they soon agreed that 
it was worth attempting. In coining to this decision the 
clients were, indeed, fulfilling a plain duty■ for, from the 
Arab point of view, clientage implied a sacred and ititlis* 
soluble bond—an artificial kinship—and the descendants of 
a freedman were bound in ail circumstances to aid the de- 
si fndaiits of him who had manumitted the founder of their 
family, lint the decision at which they arrived was also 
based on self-interest. Under the Arab dynasties, the ruling 
family—including the clients as well as the relatives of the 
sovereign—held, practically, all the highest dignities in the 
State. In espousing ■ A bd-er-RaJiniiki's cause, therefore, 
the clients were also promoting their own aggrandisement. 
They found a difficulty, however, in deciding upon the 
means to be adopted, and resolved to consult Sumayi—then 
besieged in Zaragoza—before taking any steps. He wits 
known to be out of humour with Yfeuf, because the latter 
luul not come to his aid, and he was credited with a linger¬ 
ing affection for the Ornnyyads, as former benefactors to his 
family. In any case, they believed that he could be im¬ 
plicitly trusted^ since he was too magnanimous to betray a 
confidence received under » seal of secrecy. It was there* 
fore mainly far the purpose of conferring with him that 
some thirty Omayvuds, accompanied by Ikdr. joined the 
Kajsites on their way to relieve Sumayt." 

We have already seen that the Kaisites' expedition was 
crowned with complete success; and we now resume the 
thread oi our narrative, which was dropped just os the 
Ui nayyad clients were asking Sumayl to accord them a 
private mtervievv. 
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The chief granted their request, and they began by 
luigging him to regard as confidential the important tidings 
which they had to communicate. Hu and 

‘Ohaiditllah thereupon informed him of liadr's arrival and 
read him J Abd-er-Kahmiin‘s letter, adding submissively ; 

II Ad visa ns; we will follow your counsels ; wc wilt do 
what, you approve of, and refrain from any course you may 
take exception to." Sumayl replied thoughtfully: "This 
is a grave matter ; do not nsk me for an iriniicdmte reply. 

I will ponder over what you have told me, and later I will 
acquaint you with the opinion 1 have formed." 

fladr was then introduced; Suiuayt made him no 
promise, hut gave him gifts similar to those which he laid 
presented to his supporters. Sumayl then set out for 
CofSova. On arriving there he found Yfisuf assent hi tug 
troops in order to punish the rebels in the district of 
Zaragoza, 

In May 755, Yfisuf, on the eve of his departure, sent 
ffir the two chiefs of the Omayyad clients — whom he 
regarded as his own, since their patrons had been deposed— 
and hade them order the Omayyads to join his force. "It 
is out of tliu question, my lord," replied ‘OhaidaUah ; ,J these 
unfortunate /ben have been, by long years of irant, rendered 
unfit to take the field. All those who bud any strength 
left went to Sumayi’s assistance, and they are now out- 
wearied by their tong winter msidb" ” Me them a 
thousand pieces of gold,” replied Yfisuf: '‘let them buy 
com; they will soon recover their vigour." "A thousand 
pieces of gold for a reinforcement of five hundred men? 
That is a small sum. especially in times of scarcity such as 
these." “ As ye will : 1 shall offer you no more,” 11 Keep 
thy money, then; we shall not accompany thee," 

’ Nevertheless, when ‘Ohaidnllali and Ids companion bad 
retired from the Emirs presence they changed their minds. 
** After all," they argued, " it might lie better to accept the 
money, since it would be of great use to us. Our tribesmen 
will of course not join Yusuf* army, hut will remain at 
home to be prepared for event utilities; we can devise some 
pretext to account for their absence, bet us accept this 
sum from Yusuf. A part of it we can distribute amongst our 
comrades, who will thus be enabled to buy com, and Liu 
rest we will use in furtherance of our own designs. They 
accordingly returned to the Emir, and told him that they 
would accept his offer. As soon ns the money was in their 
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hands they relumed to their tribesmen in the district <•!' 
Elvira, and gave to each of them ten pieces of silver, cm 
\ fisufs helm If, lolling them that Hits small sum wax 
intended for the purchase of Food. But the)’ did not tell 
their comrades Unit Y usuf had given t hem much more, that 
he wished thetiicnU to join his army, mid that the thousand 
pieces of gold were intended for their pay, 1 

In the meanwhile Viisuf set out from Cordova with 
some troops, and taking the way to Toledo, encamped in 
the district of Jm.n. at a place then known as the Ford of 
Filth, to the north of Mciigibar. where the Guadalijuiver 
i% erased mi the route to the passes of the Skm Morelia, 
fttid where the existing ferry, in consequence of the events 
which preceded the battle of Uuvlen in ]H08, has gained a 
European celebrity/ Yftsuf was waiting there far the 
troops which were marching to join him From various 
quarters, and was disbursing pay, when "the two Omawad 
chiefs, knowing tliat in his eagerness to confront the re Bel $ 
of /aragirat, he would not remain long at the Ford of Path, 
presented themselves before him, •* VY r hv have not our 
clients yet arrived V' asked Yousuf. '■ lie of good dicer, 
nia >' God’s blessing light on thee,* replied 
‘Obairialhih; “ t liy clients are not like certain'' persons well 
known to us both. They would not for all the world that 
thuu shouldst engage the cnemv without them. These 
were their very words the other day; but they bid me at 
the same tune ask you to accord them a short "debiv. The 
spmig hardest promises, as thou knowegt, to ht n rich one, 
and they would fain reap their crops before joining thee at 

1,0 reasofl l<> suspeet deceit on the purt of 
‘UlMUdnJlah, Y t*isuf believed ids words and told the Oimyyad 
to return to Ins tribesmen and bid them, at any rote, set 
out as soon as they found it practicable. Shortly after¬ 
wards, Yusuf resumed his march. ‘Obuidalkh and his 
companion «™mp*njed liim for some distance, and then 

i mg urn farewell, and promising won to join him with 
Filth t Cr t t lcJT retumei) towdhk the Ford of 

nri their way they met Surnayl and his guard. Having 

jSv* 1 *? lt "? aUe °[ habitual debauches, the Kabul? 
chu f hnd been asleep when Y fisuf set out, am! did not shirt 

l]wn{ ™' litot ** 

SnjMtr, Itirt. o/Or Wit ft. IL, HV |. K, 
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ratj] mud* UIlt. Seeing the two dicnU approaching. L 
exclaimed m surprise: “ [Jo you return !o UrW meTerne 
Udings , -So, my lord. 1 they replied ; V'ftsuf permitted 
WC . ftK to rejoin him It Toledo 

2? tht hot. if it please you, we will necom 

p;my you lor a little way.” “ I shall rejoice <«Tc«t!v in voi.r 

nonT n> i tJ,e 5' hud Sr some lime 

conversed on indifferent matters, ’Obnidallah approached 

w l tl fP er ^ T i « ^ <** that he wished to 
speniv w. h him pnvatdv. Upon it sign from their chief 
the guards fed back, and •Ofcajdrdlah continued: -It i* 5 
t nit matter concerning the son of Mu Awiya. which we have 
alreudj broached to you. His messenger has not vet 
departed. “ I have by no means forgotten the subject." 
replied Sumay]: - on the contrary'. I have meditated deeniv 
S”* aml to my promise 1 have not mentioned 

' Ji ! Tl I l>s ^ , en ^ 3, I u ke now ruy imnrtr : f con¬ 
sider that the person m question merits the throne and my 

supper . \\ rite and tell him this, and if God wilk-th wi 

f WJ i “t!“ I s lbr thHt oJd bald-pate"—thus, he desig* 
mi ted \ "«rf—;*he cannot litnder me from doing what 1 

?,.> } ^ ,ld| uHhn " ltiUt he niiist give his daughter. Uroin 
Musa, in m&rmgc to ‘Abd-er-fiahmtoi. and Ihereupon 
S, [ Kni'rute of Spam. If he doth my bidding we 
mil thank him: if not. we will cleave his laid head with 
our swords, and that will |>e no more than he dcserveth," 

O verjoyed to have received so favourable an answer, the 
two duds kissed Sumayl s hand m token of gratitude, and 
having thanked^ him for the support whirl i he had promised 
tiieir patron, they left him. and returned to the Ford «f 
r ath< 

It rs clear that Sumayl, who had not slept-off tiie effect* 
or tn a potations, had risen that morning in a very ill-humour 
with \ fruit ; yet id! that he Jiad said to tile client*, far from 
being the fruit of meditation, had been spoken on the spur 
of the moment. In fact, with habitual indolence, he had 

TaLT^T if 1 ?* <*«>“*** to *Abd<r Rahma«‘ S business, 
and had wholly forgotten it. It was not until otter he had 
raised siieh high hopes m the two clients that he b«ran to 
*ugh the pmt and trotn, mid then one consideration swept 
a-s.d« *U otfc*. •• n-fat will become of the liberty of tie 
Arab tribes, he .said to himself, -if an Omayyad prince 

^ <■* Filmt*> *!.„ hml Wri 
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reigns in Spain ? When « monarchy is established, what 
power will remain with ns, the tribal chiefs? Nay, what¬ 
ever grievances I may have against Yiisuf, tilings had better 
remain as they are/ 5 Having readied this condusioit, he 
summoned a slave and ordered him to ride with ail speed 
and bid llic two clients wait for him. * 

The latter hod already proceeded n league upon their 
way. discussing SuumjTs fair promises and convinced that 
‘Abd-er-Hahmun’s success was now assured, when ‘Obaid- 
allah heard lii.s name shouted from la-hind. He slopped, 
and a horseman rode up. It wits the slave sent by Sumayi, 
who cried: “Await my master: he i.s coming, and hath 
somewhat to say to you. " Astonished at this message, and 
at not being onkred, on the contrary, to return to Suinayl, 
the two clients for the moment feared that they were about 
to be arrested and handed over to Yusuf: however, they 
turned back and soon saw the General approaching at full 

S fdlop, mounted on his white nude ■' The Star/’ Seeing 
im without an escort, the two chiefs took heart, ana 
SujtjuvI upon coming up with them said: “ Since you 
brought me that letter from the son of Mu'awiyn and made 
me act] Li am Led with his messenger. 1 have pondered much 
over the matter,” fin so saying, 5 umay 1 did mot speak the 
truth, or at least his memory was at fault; hut it would 
never have done for him to admit that he Imd forgotten so 
important a matter, and lie was too thorough an Arab to 
stickle at a lie.) 

" I approved of your design,” he continued, “ as I told 
you just now: but since you left me, it has occurred to me, 
on second, thoughts, that your ‘ Abd-er-Koilman Ifdongs to 
a family so powerful that—” and Suomy 1 made use of a 
phrase too ugoraus to be here reproduced with decorum. 
“ As for the other, he is a good fellow at bottom, tfd allows 
himself to be guided by us—with rare exceptions—idocilely 
enough. Resides, wc arc under deep obligations to him, 
and it would ill become us to leave him in the lurch. Take 
heed, therefore, what you do: and If oi*. returning to your 
homes you persist in your project, it is likely that you will 
soon sec trie coming again U> meet you—but not in friend¬ 
ship. Mark my words; I make oath that the first sword to 
leap from jU scabbard against your pretender w id be iniuc- 
And now depart in peace, mid may ALliili inspire you and 
your patron with wisdom 1" 
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Dismayed by these words, which, At a blow, shattered 
nil their hopes, awl fearing to nettle this tntm of wrath, the 
clients answered humbly: “ May the blessing t>F God light 
upon your lordship 1 Never could our i ■pinions differ from 
yours/‘ “ That is well,” said Suomy), softened mid touched 

by thesi* respectful words, “ but lei me. ns a trirod, warn 
you to mlike no Attempt at making political changes to this 
country. All ym can do is to aim :it procuring for your 
patron some honourable post in Spain. Provided that lie 
promises not to aspire to the Emirate, I can venture to 
assure you that Yusuf will accord him tt kindly welcome, 
and wifi give him his daughter in marriage, not without a 
suitable down . Farewell, and may your journey be plea¬ 
sant J” So saying, he made “The Star" execute a uewi - 
volte, mid chipping spurs to her Hanks rode off at top 
speed. 

Having nothing more to hope for from Simmy I or the 
Jla'addites in general, who usually followed their chiefs 
advice, there seemed nothing left for the clients of the rival 
faction but to throw themselves into the arms of the other 
race, the Yemenites, and incite them to take vengeance 
upon the Ma'sdrfitcs. Since they were determined to carry 
out their design at nil costs, they resolved to take this 
Course, atnl on their iva_v homeward they appealed to all 
the Yemenite chiefs on whom they thought they could rely, 
and invited them to take up arms io * A bd-er-Rohnilm's 
support. Their success exceeded all expectations. Tilt 
Yemenites, who were eating their hearts in sullen anger, 
brooding over their defeat at Second*, and knowing that 
the)’ were condemned to endure the Ma’mid lies' yoke, were 
randy to rise at the first signal, and range themselves 
under the banner of any pretender, whoever he might 
be, who -would give them an opportunity of slaying their 
hereditary foes. 

A ssured of the Yemenites'assistance, and knowing Yusuf 
and Simmy I bo lie occupied in the North, the Omayyad 
clients judged tin? moment favourable for their patrons 
embarkation. They accordingly bought a ship, ami entrusted 
to Tam mam, who bad eleven companions, five hundred 
pieces of gold. Part of this sum he was to gi ve to the Prince; 
and the rest was to be used to satisfy the greed of the 
Berbers, whose character rendered it very unlikely that 
they would let their guest depart without A ransom. The 
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money was t lint which Yfisuf bad given the clients in 
oiilcr that they might join his forces during the ciiinpnign 

X iist die rebel* of Zaragoza. Little did he imagine 
tt_ he parted with it, that it would be employed in 
bringing to Spain « prince who would contend with him 
for the Emirate, 
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* CHAPTER XIV 

• Am>-KK-fLA {[.MAN 1\ SI*AIN 

I jlOJt several months Abd-erHuh roan, who had quitted the 
Naf/a for the Mnghitu tribe, on the roast of Uie Medi¬ 
terranean, despondently dragged out a monotonous existence, 
awiiiLmg witli ever-increasiug anxiety the return of Ba dr, from 
whom he imd received no tidings. Bis fate trembled in the 
baliukc; if his daring scheme miscarried, nil his visions of 
happiness and doty would fade away, and Jit- saw himself 
resuming Uie life of an outcast rind a vagabond, or seeking 
a hiding-place in some remote comer of Africa ; while if 
Fortune smiled upon his bold enterprise, Spain would afford 
hint, not merely a safe harbourage, hut wealth and power 
yt Ufa their attendant joys. 

Thus torn asunder betwixt hope and fear. *Abd*er- 
Ruhmac, whe, although by no means devout, pimctfliotisly 
observed the farms of religion, was one evening engaged in 
the presi’rilled prayers, when he saw a vessel approaching 
land; at that instant one of the men on hoard lea perl into 
the sea, and struck out for shorn The Prince recognised 
the swimmer ; it was Badr. who, in his impatience to greet 
his master once again, could not wail unt il the anchor was 
dropped, " lioud tidings I" lie cried, ils soon as fie caught 
sigfit of tile Prince. On gaining the beach he briefly re¬ 
lated what had passed, and enumerated the chiefs on whom 
‘Abd-er-Tlahmihi could rely, us well as the persons on hoard 
the ship which was ready to convey him to Spain, “ You 
will not want for moneyhe added, - for we have brought 
you five hundred pieces of gold." Overjoyed, ■Abd-er- 
(tufimiui weh-omed us partisans. ’The first who presented 
himself was Ahn Ghiilib Tain mum. •Alxl-cr-Rabmin, mi 
teaming Ms name, drew thence a happy augury. There 
was indeed no name better adapted to inspire hope in one 
who. like Abd-er-ltalunin, believed firmly in omens; for 
Tammdtu means “attaining,'' and Gfutub, “victorious." 

“ IVe shall attain our object,” cried Uie Prince, ■■ and 
victorious I" 
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Tlic presentation is. over. mi immediate embarkation 
seemed aosir^ihk-. The Prince hmi rnurte his praparnlions, 
wiien r crowd ol Berbers came running up and threatened 
to detain him unless they were given largesse. This diffi¬ 
culty had been foreseen, and 'lainm&m handed money to 
each according to his standing in the tribe. Keen when the 
anchor had been weighed, a Berber who had been over- 
lonkcfl tn thu distribution lcn|>cci into the sea* and sciEiiiiz 
; 1T1C ' M| . !jir > !] ip*s K>|WS. demanded liis share. Exauwml'-d 
>\ stieJi importunity, one of the clients drew his sword 
and cut off the hand of the Berber, who fell hack and was 
drum lied. Once out of reach of the Africans, the vessel was 
decked with nags in honour of the Prince, and it was not long 
before they reached the j>urt of AJmuAecar. 1 The delight 
with which ‘Ahd-cr-ltahnmii set his foot upon the soil of 
fr“«M-Sf Imagined, as well as ‘ObaidalUVs u,d 
, Khalid s joy ns they embraced their patron, whose 
arrival they had awaited at .Umufiecnr, After uaismg „ 
few days at ;d- Eoiithi. Ihn Kim lid's country-house—situated 
near Loja, between Archidtma and Elvira—the Prince Look 
up us rcMdence in ■Obaiddliill's castle of Torn,*, sit uated « 
little further to the west* between Isnajor and Loin.* 

hi the meantime Yfisuf, who had readied Toledo. , frcw 
uneasy at the prolonged absence of the Omavvnd clients. 
He postponed his departure from day to day in the hope 
tlmt they would arrive. Simmy], who suspected the true 
cause Of Hicir non-appearance but who remained faithful to 
his promise and preserved the secret of their designs be¬ 
came impatient at thK long bolt at Toledo He wished to 
make an end ol the Zurngoam rdiek us quickly as possible, 

SienKmlrf? Wh f? ? ,lsuf " :iS ww, pW““g' afresh of the 
diuits tardiness,hi« lieutenant remarked disdainfidly: "It ill 

becomes your digriity to wait for such rift-rafT T fear that the 
ctiante oniniiinirt Jut MiNtiLv in_ 



were a conunatid. The army accordingly set out But on 
eon fronting* the enemy, they found fighting unnecessary. 

sought taSl' SC \T ! h , r ,1 ‘? , were m ^‘tnumbSS. 

terms. > usuf offered them an amnesty condition- 

J S,jjt*rnW. *.tk f.M. 

teasst* *■ 


SUMAYL’S REVENGE t?7 

«Uy on their handing over three Knrashite chiefs—*Amir 
his son \\ a l ib, and Hobfib. The insurgents—for the most 
pnrt \ cmemtes—had little compunction in Acceding Lo this 
condition, believing tint Yusuf would show clemency * 
men who were almost his Mow-tribesmen. They Uicre- 
fore suradtnri their leadera, and Yfwuf summoned a 

whlTw ° f im 0/h ^r t° P Jl f judgment upon the prisoner, 
who were meanwhile loaded with chains. 

Sumayh who had c-ouccived for these Kunwhites a wr- 
***“ hatred which would never end save with the Jivesoj' 
its m kless objects, empimtienlly voted for t heir derapiut ion. 
Jl'lf!." 1lJ “ ® tJ,ur Eaisite shiu-ed his opinion ; they agreed 
m ^ fe ’ri n °i nght t0 COn<J enm U) death men who were 
EX #** llke fcircd, too. Just they should 

incur the vengeance of the powerful Kuraish and their allies, 
i he two chiefs oi the fitfully of the Ktib ibu Amir—I bn 

ttllir * “ l!t l 11 —^upJ>orttrci this view with more warmth 

than any of the other hauit*. With rage in his heart, and 

* ? J » V t \°. s P^ tijJ y “Y«»g« himself on those who had dared 
to thwart turn. Sumay l yielded, Yusuf, thereupon, granted 
the three Kurashitea their Jives, t ut kept them prisoned 
Sumay 1 won found an opportunity of ridding himself of 

hmwV ll T J' h °J Uld 1 pr£;VR,led him, aSd who. not 

ong before, had refused to march to his aid when he was 

besieged m /uragojta. The Basques of Pamplona, fbUowinff 

oirJ.r^ iC l c hj t] l C : S t wliards ofhud thrown 
Oil tjiL Arab yoke. Sumayl therefore suggested to Yusuf that 

he should send a division of the Army against them ami en¬ 
trust its command to Ibu ShiMb and Husain. He mode 
!'i in order to remove such obstructive opponents, 

at least lor a time, and with a secret hope that they would 
never return from an expedition through a difficult country 
beset w*iUi mgged mountains. J 

Y usuf yielding, according to his wont, to the ascendancy 
exercised over him by his friend, did as desired, and Imvini 
appointed his own son. * A bd-er- Rahman, Governor of the 

V?i i* ,>U 1 t f * Con:t(,Vtt - As he halted on the banks 
, lUv J,irnTmi . i( courier arrived with the news Hint the 
*H)p scnt against IJie Basques had been nttcrfv routed, that 
I bn Shi hah was shun, md that Husain had returned to 
XtiragwfiA with a handful of men who had escaped dcstruc- 
t'oii. lo Sutnayl np tidings could have been more grateful, 

. ■■ «£2£25s3t.' zs TSSiS !,* “> ">■ —* *» 
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and on the- morrow, at daybreak, he said to Yfauf: “ Noth¬ 
ing could Ik more fortunate J V Huh hath rid us of Elm S!iihrib. 
Now Let os make an end of the Runduttt. Let them lie 
brought hither and beheaded ! " Ity dint of reiterating his 
opinion that this execution was absolutely necessary. Sum ay l 
at length succeeded in convincing the Emir, who accordingly 
acquiesced in the suggestion 

The heads of the three Ruraslntes laud tiillen. The rHorn¬ 
ing meal, at tlie usual hour of ten o'clock." was served, and 
Yusuf and Sunmyl sat at table. The Emir wav gloomy 
and dejected : remorse for the triple murder which he hod 
just committed weighed upon him: he reproached himself, 
too, for having sent Urn Shi)mb and his brave men to 
certain destruction: he felt that the blood of his victims 
cried for vengeance, uini a dark foreboding whispered that 
his reign was drawing to a close. Oppressed with anxiety, 
lie scarcely touched a morsel of food. Sumuyl, on the other 
hand, exhibited a brutal gaiety and made a hearty meal, 
while lie did his !>cst to reassure the feeble Emir, whom he 
had ma/ic an instrument for gratifying his own personal 
animosities and his accomplice in an atrocious crime. 

“ Banish your gloomy thoughts. 1 ' he urged; " What 
wrong have you committed * It' I bn Shi hub lias been slain, 
the fault is not yours: he felt in buttle, uiid in war such 
may he the Lot of uny man. El' the three Kurus Lutes have 
been executed, they did but meet with their deserts; they' 
were dangerous relicts, and your exemplary severity will 
prove u salutary warning to any who may think of imputing 
them. Spain is henceforth an appanage of your house ; you 
have founded a dynasty which will endure till the coining 
of Antichrist. Who will be so rash us to dispute vour 
autliority ? 

But vain was SuniuylY endeavour to dissipate* hy such 
argument* ns these his friend’s brooding melancholy, mid, 
the meal ended, he returned to his tent and sought his siesta 
in tfse apartment reserved for his two daughters. 

Loft atone, \ fisuf threw himself upon a couch, rather 
from habit thuti because he felt an inclination For repose: 
sleep seemed banished by his sombre misgivings. Suddenly 
he heard the soldiers cry: - A courier, a courier from 
Cordova 1" Vfisuf started up * '‘What is tluit they -say ?*’ 
he asked the sentinels posted at the door of hb tent. He 
was informed that u slave had arrived, mounted on Uni in 

* r f* IkilrvSehflnlt. fkxkinin* 4 ja :cfl. 


* ’*! I HUM OTH MAN'S LETTER 1?9 

‘Othuuiri’s mute. “ Bring him hither instantly l" cried 
Y Ysuf, who could not conjecture why his wife" had thus 
sent n mcsiengfi in but haste. hut knew that it must tie on 
c and pressing business. 

The courier entered, and handed the Emir a letter which 
rim to this effect ■ ■* A grandson of the Khulif llkldm lias 
arrived in Spain. He has taken up his abode at Tonra, 
111 the castle of tile infamous ‘Obaiddlih ibn *Othmftti. The 
Umayyad clients have declared for lijm, Your lieutenant at 
Elvira, wild marched against him with such troops as he 
bad at his disposal, lias been repulsed: his men were cud- 
g^lhrdt but no emt* was kitted. (/listen to take such measures 
as you deem expedient* 

soon as Vusuf had read this letter he sent for SuuiavL 
flu- latter, on the way to his tent, had seen the messenger 
arrive, but, with Ins wonted indifference, had paid Little heed 
to the matter: not until he was summoned by Uie Emir at 
so unreasonable an hour did he suspect that the courier s 
cjrnnfl was of a serious nature. 

“ What has happened, Emir/' be asked as he entered 
Yusufs tent. ■■ that you break in upon mv sicsU l Nothing 
troublesome, 1 trust i" •* Yesr" replied Yusuf.“ By Allah, 

it is an event of the utmost gravity, and 1 fear me that Clod 
is about to visit us with retribution for putting those men 
to death." " You -.peak foolishness ! " replied Suiuayl con¬ 
temptuously : *■ Take my word for it, tho.se men were too 
vile for God to t ake any heed of I hem. But what has 
happened ?" •* I have just received n letter from (fnim 

'Otfltn&n : Kliitiid shall rend it tt> you/’ 

JChAlid. the hour s client and secretary, thereupon read 
the letter. Less surprised than Yusuf, since lie had been 
forewarned of the event, Sumay] learned with composure 
tliHt ‘Abd-er*Rahmiui had reached Spain. ‘‘The hitsiness is 
indeed a serious one." he said. «* and in mv opinion we should 
march against this pretender instantly, with the troops ready 
at hand. Let us give him battle; perhaps we may sl«y 
him ; in any case his forces must be so small at present that 
we shall easily disperse them, and once having experienced 
defeat he will probably low heart" “ I agree/' replied 
Yusuf: ** Let us set out without delay." 

U was mh>!I noised throughout the army that Hisbiims 
grandson hud landed in Spain, and that they were expected 
to match against him. ITie news caused an extmoniiniirv 
commotion in the camp. .Already indignant at the base 
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plot hatched by their chiefs agaJtist Lbu Shibiib, which bud 
eust runny of their tribesmen their lives—ijidiguaut «iso 
:i! t.lit; execution of the KurnshUes, carried out in Jelinuce 
n|’ the judgment of the Kaitfte chiefs—the troop- were 
further wholly disinclined to start upon no expedition for 
which they hud not been paid. "They wish us to reckon 
two campaigns ns one." murmured the soldiers; "and we 
refuse!” x\t nightfall an almost general desertion began; 
the tribesmen comm uni cut ed with one another, and, re* 
uniting in bands, left the camp to return to t heir homes. 
Scarcely ten Yemenites remained : these included the stan¬ 
dard-bearers, who could not quit their posts without forfeit¬ 
ing their honour, and even these did not biume the deserters 
mid did nothing to hinder them. .V few KitkiLcs particularly 
attached to Sumiiyl, and a contingent from other Ma'addlte 
tribes, still remained; but little reliance could be placed 
upon these men, for, fatigued by their long marches, they 
too yearned to return to their homes, and besought Yusuf 
and Smutty] to laid them hack to Cordova, They argued 
that to undertake a winter campaign in the Sierra tfe llcgio, 
with so smalt a force, would he to court a greater, in order 
to escapes lesser danger; they further pointed out that the 
revolt would doubtless be confined to districts dear the coast, 
and that any attack on ‘ AIxl-er-RailmAn should be postponed 
until the return of the dry season Lint once Simmy! had 
made up his mind he was immovable, and though there was 
much truth in what the soldiers had urged, he persisted 
stubbornly in his design. The little force accordingly set 
Out towards Lbe Sierra de Itegio. but before long, Yusuf, 
not uninfluenced by the disaffection of the troops, became 
convinced of the impracticability of Sumnyls plan. Winter 
had set in; mins and floods rendered the roads impassable, 
lit the teeth of SuumyTs opposition. Yusuf ordered his men 
to return to Cordova. He lad been confirmed in this re¬ 
solution by the rumour Unit V\bd-er-Rahm«> Imd not 
lauded in Spain with any designs upon the Emirate, but 
merely to find shelter tfiere, and a position suited to his 
rank. It was moreover hinted to Yusuf that if he would 
but offer the Prince one of his daughters in marriage, and a 
slim of money, ‘Abd-cr-Rjthm&n would make no further 
claims. 

\ iisuf, accordingly, jlv soou as he reached Cordova, 
entered upon negotiations. and despatched three of his 
friends to 1 orrox. These were '01 mid— a Kakite chief 



I. i*i TORKOX id i 

whose influence vvjis mily inferior tu Unit of Simmy L mid 
wild was n friend of the Litter—KliAlid, Yhstifs secretary, 
and t sjV, an Omuyyad client and paymaster til the army. 
The envoys were empowered to present the Prince with 
rich apparel, tw T o horses, two mules, two slaves, and n 
thousand gold pieces. They set out with these gifts, hut 
on arriving at Orch (on the frontier of the province of 
Kegio). isa, who although an Omuyyad client was sincerely 
attached to Yfisuf, said to his companions: “I ran greatly 
Osloiiishud thut such men as Yusuf, Siunnyl, and yourselves 
Can act thus recklessly. Are you so simple-minded as to 
suppose that if * Abd-er-Rahm/in rejects \ fisufs proposals, 
he will let us take these gifts hock with us to Cordova ? “ 
Isi'jj warning to mm ended itself to the rest, and they 
determined to leave him si Orch, with the presents, 
until *A hd-er-Knlnunn hud accepted the proffered condi¬ 
tions. * 

On arriving at Torrox, the two envoys found the village 
and the castle crowded with soldiers j for the Omuyyad 
clients, as well as the Yemenites of the Damascus, Jordan, 
and Kiimisrin divisions had flocked thither in great numbers. 
Having been accorded an audience, they were received by 
the Prince-—surrounded by his little Court, in which ‘Obaid- 
atlith occupied the place of honour -and unfolded the 
object of their mission. They explained that Yusuf, full 
of gratitude for the kindness which his illustrious greut- 

f jreat-grandfather, ‘Okha ibn N'fdt*. had received at the 
lands of the Qinuyyads. wished for nothing better than to 
live on good terms with ‘A1 rd-cr -llahni&n. on condition 
that the Prince laid no claim to the Emirate, hut only to 
the domains formerly possessed by the Khalif HisMiri in 
Spain : they added that Yftsuf offered the Prince Ins 
daughter's hand, with a considerable dowry—that the Emir 
had sent gifts, which were then at Orch, but would shortly 
arrive—and that if ‘Abd-er- Rahman would lie pleased to 
visit Cordova lie might l>e sure of a hearty welcome. 

These proposes were far from distasteful to the clients. 
Their (irst ardour had somewhat cooled, for they recognised 
that the Yemenites, though ready enough to attack their 
rivals, were discouraging!}* lukewarm in the Pretender's 
cause, and, all things considered. they favoured an under¬ 
standing with Yusuf. The following reply was therefore 
given to the envoys: “Your proposal commends itself to 
ns, Yflsuf may rest assured that onr patron has not come 
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to Spain to contest the Emirate, but merely to chum the 
lauds which belong to him by hereditary right/* 

Tlic Prince houudf undoubtedly ikl riot look n\. the 
mnttcr in llir same light; his munition could never rest 
content wiui tin* position pf ?i ivealthy landed pmpriutor 
thus assigned to him: hut since he did not yet frW tire 
^roiihti Knii beneath his fact, and was vitally dependent 
on his triends, he assumed a modest and even humble 
attitude towards them, and not venturing to dispute their 
dceisinh. prudently kept silent. A superficial observer 
might have thought that his intellect had not yet emerged 
from its chrysalis state, or that at least he was under the 
venerable ‘Ubaidallali’s tutelage, 

*1 now hand you." said KJuilnt, "n letter from the 

Ilf. Ami vfU'i tvilI _ t■ ^ ■ + 



■ - I j 1 1 * u »UILt,». HIS tl-tUT* 

wind, I,.*d been composed by KhVdid in the eajwcitv of 
V Osufis aeetetoy was written with remai kal»ie el^'ano: 
of diction, and adorned with exuberant flowers of Arab 
diet one. When *Olmidrtllali had read it. to the end, the 
Fnnw. with his usual sagacity, laid all responsibility upon 
, friend s shoulders. « He so good as lo answ* this letter,*’ 
He said ; * 1 ou know my views upon the matter/' 

1( , ■*»“ « Jl ° doubt ns to the tenuur of the reply— 

t riinidalLdi, on his patron’s bdiaif, would unconditionally 

the Prince had already r l 
signed himself to this tndiuieholy sacrifice of his ambitions 
JP? " hcn ttfl dutundy pleasantry of Kliiiiid's pul an 
hopcsj*' tU& * ,egot,,|t,OWE and revived ‘Abd-cr- Halims n‘s 

n nd K i 1 ”!i d V r>t ; lle one of the conquered, 

and # Spaniard. Both his parents had been Christian 
slavey hut bkcamulbtude of Jits compatriots, his father 
had abjured t linstiamty. On becoming n Moslem, he hr.d 
assumed the name ciit Zuyd, and as a reward for his a,n- 

retSi'ed int } l,s “ f ' h f l nw ■»■«* Wtt him. On being 

received into li» patrons palate, lire young Khilid—whom 

nature had endowed with remarkable intelligence arid a 
great aptitude for intellectual Jabour-pS^ bi/ ,£*5 

JI'a™ b!?ii^ Ur ' lmgtU so deeply versed 

l: , ,™?"’! 1 *33 lflL ' S, Jo much 

u' ^ a bLt \»suf anpomted him ?,k secretary. This 
g i on our. tor the Emirs prided themselv t:s on po&* 
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sensing as secretaries accomplished Scholars who excelled in 
a knowledge of Arabic and of the ancient poems. Thanks 
to his position, Klnilid iiwn acquired much influence over 
the weak Vilsuf, who with y tot:d luck of seif-relimice 
uiwuys sought guidance from another's will; and in Sutnayl's 
absence* it was Khfilid who dictated bis decisions. Envied 
by the Arabs for his influence and ability, and despised by 
them for bis birth, KUUid rendered to these rough warrior 
scorn for scorn: mid when lie observed the awkwardness 
with which the aged 'Obajdallah—to whom the sword was 
more familiar than the pen—proceeded to reply to his 
elegant letter, he grew indignant, with alt a scholar's vanity, 
that the Prince should have entrusted so exulted a to 
one so unpolished and so ignorant of Linguistic refinements! 
A Stacking smile played upon his lips, and he said disdain¬ 
fully: - Thine armpits will sweat, Abu ‘OUitn&ft, ere tliou 

hast answered such a letter as thuL!" 

Hcaiing himself so roughly bantered by a despicable 
Spanish upstart, ‘Obuidallah, whose temper wn.% naturally 
violent, flew into a great rage. “ LiarJ" he cried, "my 
armpits will not sweat, for thy letter shall never be 
anxwfcred I 1 Uttering these wonts in a tone of brutal am- 
ganct, he threw the letter in Khalit Is lace, mid struck him 
violently on the head with his list. " Seize this wretch, and 
loud him with chains?" he added. "I "he soldiers instantly 
°be.Ved: * turning to the Prince, Obaidallah said*: 

** This is our first step towards victory. That man Is Yusufs 
fountain ot' wisdom: without him he IS helpless." 

The other emissary. 'Obaid, the Kuisite chief, waited 
until "Ob.iidulhdi's wrath Imd somewhat subsided, and then 
said: " Hear in mind. 1 pray thee. Abu ’Othinln, that 
Kluliid is itn envoy, and as such is inviolable." " Not so, 
my lord, replied ‘Obaidullan : •* thou art the envoy. De¬ 
part in peace ! As for that fellow, he was the aggressor, and 
bi» punishment is deserved : he is a renegade '—the son of a 
base-born wanton 1" 

Ln consequence, therefore, of Khdlid s vanity and ‘Obaid- 
alhdts irascibility the negotiations were broken off*: but 
4 Abd-or-Rahman, seeing that chance had favoured certain 
plans which he dared not avow, was by no menus displeased, 

W hen ‘Obaid—whom ‘Obaiduilnh respected as the head of 
a noble and powerful Arab family—hud departed, and Klialid 

Ar. I Mjt, ft wonl nttmbqt " wjipjadfl u a» 
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hml been thrown into a dungeon. Lhe clients remembered what 
had been raid about the presents, which had been delayed 
nt Old), and resolved to appropriate them: since war find 
practically been declared against Yfixuf, they were clcnrlv 
legitimate booty. Some thirty horsemen, i here fore, galloped 
On at Tiill speed to Orcti, but since lsil, warned hi time, had 
hurriedly 1 departed, taking with him all the gifts intended 
for the Omoyyud prince, the sotdien* hud to return to Torrox 
empty- handed. For this Inss 'Abd-er-RnhmAu never guile 
forgave his client, id t hough Isa endeavoured to convince him 
that, as Yusufs faithful servant, he had no option save to 
act in his master's interest. 

When 'Ohnid. on his return to Cordova, had reported to 
YOsuf and Suomy I what hail taken place at Torrox, the 
General exclaimed : “J had foreseen Lliat these negotiations 
would break down: I warned you, Emir, that you ought to 
attack this pretender during the winter.”. This plan. which 
though plausible was unfortunately impracticable, had he¬ 
roine a fixed idea in Sumayl's mind. 

{Airnuvum ; AJM&r Majmi at, If ttO-SJ.] 
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CHAPTER XV 


'ABI^ER-KAHMAN [ 

T HE ensuing Winter was of ti severity unusual in Anda¬ 
lusia. and before commencing hostilities, both side* 
wailed until it was ended. 'Abd-er-Rahlnfin—ur rather 
‘ObaidnlLtdi, who was still at the helm—profited by tins 
pi>ri<#i of forced inaction to invite the A mb and Licrbcr 
chieftains to declare against Yusuf. The Yemenites tin* 
annum islv replied that at the first signal given by the Prince 
tliey would take up aims in his cause. Tlie Her tiers were 
divided : some declared for Yusuf, others for the Pretender, 
(y the Kumte chiefs, only six promised ‘ Abd-er-lUktnin 
their support. Throe of’ these bore « personal grudge 
against Sumnyl: these were Jlbir, sou of that Ibn SbihAb 
whom Sumayl had sent to Ins death among the Basques; 
Husain, Ibn Shihabs companion, who had narrowly escJijwd 
sharing his fate; and Ahu Ruhr ibn Ililnl. the Abditc. who 
hud a feud with Sutrnyl, since the latter hail once struck his 
father. J l'he three others were of tile Item Tlmltif, who ever 
since the days of the illustrious Thakifite Hajjfij had lieen 
blindly devoted to the Oninyyads* 

Tlie antagonists, each reinforced by Berbers, were, iu 
fact, about Lo recommence on a larger scale the battle fought 
at Securida ten years before. The opposing forces were less 
ill-matched t han at first sight appeared. The Omayyads 
wen; nu tuerically superior, but the Pretender could not im¬ 
plicitly rely upon the Yemenites, who felt no deep interest 
in Ills cause, and looked upon the war merely as a means of 
avenging themselves upon the Ma'addites, \ usuFs adher¬ 
ents, on the other'hand, formed a l««ly as homogeneous as 
Arab tribes, with their mutual jealousies, could ever be 
welded into, They all had one object in view—the main¬ 
tenance of the existing rifgime. 

Yusuf, good easy old man, who never thwarted I fn ir lovc 
of independence—not to say anarchy—was just the Emir for 
the Ma'addites: when his sagacity was at a loss—as was 
, often the ease—Sum ay 1 was at Ids side to counsel him; and 

l<S 
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Smnayl, though not without enemies even among the 
KnisUes, enjoyed the esteem of the majority of his tribesmen. 

With the advent of Spring, it became known ntTorrox that 
YfisuT was preparing to take the field, and the leaders therefore 
decided to march westwards, in order to pick up on their way 
the Yemenites through whose districts they would pass, and 
secure the licst position for attacking Yilsuf. 11 w?ifi first 
necessary to pass through ltcgio, where dwelt the Jordan 
division. Of thb province Ardudomt whs then the capital, 
file (Governor of the district was a Kaisitc, Jidnr by name. 
*Obudallnli sent to ask him if he won Id permit the Princes 
army to pass through his territory, ami .fidar—whether he 
owed Simmy! some grudge, or whether he felt the necessity 
of bowing to the will of a population exclusively Yemenite 
—sent this reply: **Bring the Prince to the Mottdk j of 
Arciiidona, on tbc Day of the breaking of the Fust, and you 
sludl sec what l wiJJ do." During the afternoon of the "day 
indicatri. which in .\.n. fell on .March 8, the clients and 
the Prince entered the M<Nuilf/t—n wide plain outside the 
town—w here a sermon was to lie preached, and where all 
the Moslems of Atcliidoiu were expected to be present. 
When the preacher—or hhatib —was about to begin with the 
usual formula, invoking tlie blessing 1 of heaven upon tlie 
sovereign, Jid&r arose and said: ** Pronounce not the name 
of Yusuf, but that of 'Abd-er-HitbinAii, son of Mu'owiyn, 
SOD of ilishum—-for lie is our Kmir. and tile son of our 
Emir," Then, turning to the crowd*he cautioned : “ People 
ofKegio. what think vc of my words !*' •* lie iL as thou 

hast said J " came back the answering shout Thereupon 
the preacher prayed the Klernul to grunt bis protection to 
the Kmir ‘Abd-er-Hahmim, and upon the conclusion of the 
religious ceremony, tlie people of Ardddorta took tilt* oath of 
fealty and obedience to their new sovereign. And yet, in 
spite of the alacrity with which the Prince was acknowledged 
m Ilegio, the number of chiefs who led their troops to his 
standard was not large. In compensation, however, four 
hundred horsemen arrived from the licrbfcr txilx. of tire Beni 
id-Khali—clients of the Khiilif Yazid If, and inhabitants of 
the district of Honda (then called Tu-Corona). 1 who. on 

1 t 111* Utirt wnht.dftd TVt m RcrrTwr Iljr duum Itfritlir. nni.io 
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hearing of what lud Ukeii place ni Arehidomi, lost no time 
in joining the army. 

Leaving Regiu, the Prince passed on to the province or 
Stdouu, inhabited by the Palestine division, and Lrnversed, 
imt without difficulty, the wild and picturesque Serouiio de 
Roncln. by steep ttticks which wound along the thinks of 
precipices. Arriving at a place inhabited by the Mn’nddite 
irila- of k ijifmu — still perpetuated in its modem name of 
Ximcnn —he found it deserter] by all save the women and 
children, ther men having already departed to join Yusuf's 
nnny. Deeming Jt unwise to commence operations by a 
massacre, the Prince left them unmolested 

Reinforced by the Yemenites of the province of Sidutm, 
who Hocked to Iris banner, ‘Abd-er-ltuJmuut mar died towards 
the province of Seville, where dwelt the Arabs of Fjnes*. 
f l'he two most udiuentltd Yemenite chieftains of this pro¬ 
vince — Abu Subhuh cjf the tribe of Yakib, and 11 ay sit ihu 
Molkmjai of the tribe d£ I lad nun nut—came to welcome the 
_ Prince, and about the middle of March Alid-er-Bdimbt 
tillered Seville, where the oath of allegiance to hint was 
taken. Soon after wards, learning that Yusuf bad taken 
the field and, following the right hank of the fiiuida I quiver, 
was threaten ifig Seville, the Prince quitted tlie city, and 
marched upon Cordova along the opposite bank of the 
river. He hoped thus to surprise the Capital, now almost 
denuded of troops, and relied upon assistance from the 
many Omayyad clients uixi Yemenites among the tnhnbi- 
t unts. 

t>u entering Lite district of Topi m y it was observed that 
while each of the three divisions of the anuy bad its military 
standard* the Prince had none of liis own. '* Merciful 
A llidi! " cried the chiefs ; “ discord will break out amongst 
us J ' The 5evjHan chieftain Abti .Salibah thereupon hastily 
fastened n turban to n spear, uml presented the Prince 
vvitli Lius bn niter, which henceforth became the /j tt/iadhtM 
of the OnmyyiuK 

While •Abd-e^Hahmkii continued his march towanh 
Cordova, Ynsiif pushed on towards Seville, und before long 
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the two armies found themselves fusing one another, divided 
by the Guadulouivcr, which was then in high flood, and 
unfordable.' The opposing forces watched each otlief. 
Vftsnf, who had hastened U» attack his rival before the 
hitler received further reinforce men is. waited with impati¬ 
ence for the river to fall. For his part, the Pretender wished 
to march on Cordova un perceived bv the enemy. At sunset 
lie there fore ordered camp-fires to he Sit, Unit Yi'istif might 
believe him to be bivouacking, and then under cover*of 
darkness he set out in profound silence, f’nforturuitelv for 
him, he had forty-five Arab miles to traverse, and he' had 
scarcely covered one, when Yusuf was warned of his stealthy 
departure. Without losing a moment, the Emir turned 
hack to save his threatened capital. A veritable race ensued, 
hut .Uid'cr-Huhmiiu, seeing that In this contest of speed 
Yfisuf would win, tried to deceive him once more bv call¬ 
ing a halt, Yusuf, who watched from the other side of the 
river every movement of the enemy, did the like: then, 
when 'Abd-cr-Haliman started afresh. so did the Emir, 
until In finally halted at Mos Are, close to Cordova, opposite 
his rival. The Prince's plan had completely failed, to the 
great chagrin of his men, who having had no food but 
ffurbmzos* had trusted to find compensation'in the Capital 
for their privations. 

On Thursday. May 13—the day of the festival of -Arafn* 
—the Guudulqulver began to full, and ‘Abd-cr-Rnhimln. 
whose force had been strengthened by many Cordovans, sum¬ 
moned a council of war and thus addressed his captains: 
" 1 be time has come for us to arrive at a final decision. You 
arc acquainted with Yusufs proposals. If you consider that 
I ought to accept them. I am still ready to do so; but if 
your sentence is for war, 1 am ready for that also. Frankly 
td me your opinion; whatever it may be, it will He mine.'* 
All the Yemenite chiefs having declared for war, their 
example w«s followed by the Onmyyad clients, who in their 
inmost hearts hud not wholly rejected ull ideas of a settlement, 

, *' r h4 ™W Lllus determined out the Prince again 
addressed the council, “ lie it so. my friends," said he ‘‘to¬ 
day we will cross the river, mid make ready to join battle 
u>-morrow, I o-momow is rm liiispicious cittv for mv house t 


1 hi th# flumth of 
3 A kiuiF of WituU 


buj BATTLE OF MOSARA 189 

it fc Friday, anti ti festival, and it whs on just such a day 
that my gmiU^rest'grtndGither niiied t he Khnlifute for my 
family by his Victory on the Field of Rahil over a Fihrite, 
who, like him we nrr about to fight, had a Kaisitc for his 
Vizier. Then, as now, the Knisite* and the Yemenites 
were adversaries. Let us hope, my friends, that to-morrow 
will be. Imi tit for Yemenites and ()mityywis, u day' hs glorious 
as that of HAbit I " 'I'he Frince then issued ids orders, and 
appointed the leaders of the different divisions of his uroiy. 
Meanwhile he hud initiated a false and treacherous negotia 
tiou with Vflmfi Wishing to cross ihe river without fight¬ 
ing, and at the same time to procure rations for his famished 
troops, he informed the Emir that hr was prepared to accept 
the proposals whir} 1 had been made at Torrox, and which 
had been rejected solely in consequent* of Khalid's insolence; 
he further expressed a hope that Yusuf would not resist the 
passage of his army 'across the river, for when on the same 
hunk they could more readily' carry on negotiations—further* 
Uipre, since an understanding was on the point of being 
arrived at, he begged Yusuf, of his courtesy, to send food 
for his troops. 

Trusting in his opponents good faith, and hoping that a 
settlement might be arrived at without bloodshed, Yfisuf 
entered the share. He not only offered no opposition to 
* A bd-er-Rahman's passage, but sent him oxen and sheep. 
It seemed to be the aged Yfisuf$ strange destiny always to 
further unwittingly his youthful rival's designs. Already, 
the money which he had given the Omayyad clients in 
order that they might arm themselves on his behalf had 
served to convey ‘Abd-er-Rahman Ui Spain; and now the 
cattle wind 1 he sent him served to revive the strength of a 
famished loe. It wits not till the morrow—Friday, May 15, 
the day of festival—that Yfisuf discovered that he had l>een 
duped, He then saw 1 A bd-er» Kali man's array, reinforced 
by Yemenites from Elvira and Jaen, drawn up in battle 
army. Compelled to tight, the Emir disposed his forces, 
although still hick big the reinforcements which Ills son AM 
Zayd was to send him from Zaragoza; his Kai sites, more* 
over, were dispirited, for they, as well as *Abd-er- Hall man. 
had observed the striking analogy of that Friday to the 
fatal day of Habit. 

The combat began. The Pretender, surrounded by his 
ctieitLs, and with ‘ObaidoUah as his standard-bearer, was 
mounted on a splendid Andalusian d larger. which he made 
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rear and curvet. t'civ of the mounted men, even of the 
chiefs, w en*, however, provided with horses; long ofterwank, 
horses were .till so seance Lu Andalusia Uml the light cavalry 
usually employed mules, 11 

‘Abd-er-Ualinland high-mettled steed, however, inspired 
Hu > uiiieuiteH with fears and suspicions. » Our'lender is 
Vciy young/' they whispered, lt and his valour is unproved. 
How c«i we tell whether, stricken with fear, lie may not 
entrust Ins safety to that horse, involve his clients tn his 
Hight. end throw our ranks into confusion f" These 
murmurs grew louder, and at length reached the Prince’s 
ears, 1 (e ini mediately sent for A bu Subhuh, whose unensi- 
nes* was iery apparent. The Sevilhm chief rode up, 
mounted on a venerable mule. ■* My horse is ton mettle 
some. " said the Prince, -and be plunges so that 1 cannot 
wed lake aim* l should prefer a mule, and m all the urniv 
S see none that would sui! tut- so well as vours : be h dorib- 
and aiinost white through age. 1 ft will tI ulv lie invaluable, 
tor I Wish my friends to recognise me by mv steed. If 
things go ill--winch (iOd forfend—they ivilJ but have to 
follow my white mule, and 1 will show' them the path of 
honour i bike, therefore, my burse in exchange.'' Hut is 
it not meet for our Emit to lie seated on * charger ?" 
stammered Ahu Sabbah, blushing with shame. « % no 
mftmsi ri-pbed the Prince, lightly leaping to the ground 
and speedily bestriding the mule. The Yemenites DosoS* 
saw him mounted on this aged and sluggish beast than all 
their fears Vanished. 

The issue of the combat was not lung doubtful. The 
I re tender s cavalry pierced the enemy’s right wing and 
centre, whereiipouboth Y fisuf and Sumnvl sought safety m 
Hight, after each had witnessed the death of a son, The 
lea wing, composed ot kui sites under ‘Obuid, held their 
gi^itis'i while the sun rose high, and did not yield until 
idumst all their leaders, including *OWid himself; had been 

nill„!,!' L V1 ? Ur,0U f V nic ”* tM Lml now tiu thoughts save for 
pillage, hotuc hastened to tile abandoned camp of the 

enemy, where they found the food prepared for ? vL«K 
m itS ?W- oieonsiderable hortv. Others proceeded to 
k ' P 1,! “ te Cordova, and two of this party, 

< tnirt c/m hJwrl£*£2'inth^’Tl’iri'traTo^Vr** h 'i K * r, l" mr <Wid 14ttha 
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Mousing to tlit- Yemenite tribe of T«i'. crossed the bridge 
to pillage Sumayl's psihiee lit Secnndu. Among other 
treasures they found I here a coffer containing ten thousand 
gold pieces, Si unity I saw nod recognised, froin the summit 
<>f » hill near the d«en rand, the two men who bore nw«y 
his coffer: although defeated, and deprived of a beloved 
son. his pride was mini mini shed, and lie expressed Ins singer 
mid his thirst for vengeance in n poem of which these verses 
hast* come down to us; 

" I’llr liff* of Tsif Imlll nrcrrvrd jny money no trust; but (he liny Will 
tiiuu' s»Jicn the tiejKiait will Is* m‘lnjnicil. If Uum wmitiUi Irani the 
might i>f ruv swmsl .mil sjjenr, hmufrr of the S dmenites; nod If thry in*in* 
lulu a v,tj .ilnrus:, I'll" mllly ImttleticM, which hare Wllnp-.-sj'i I their 
ilcfi'n^L will uniwer for them, uul Jinscldtu 1U1 glory 1 “ 

l 'pon arriving sit Yusuf’s psdacc, -Abd-cr-Uahmim found 
great difficulty in. expelling the pillagers, and he only 
succeeded by giving LuetU apparel which they com plained 
they were destitute of. V its ill’s harem also stood tn great 
peril, lor. in their hatred of the old Emir, the Yemenites 
hud no intention of respecting it. Yusufs wife, l'mm 
*Gthmatt, witii her two daughters, accordingly implored the 
1’riuce’s protection, “ Cousin,” she lagged, “ tie good to us, 
ns God hath been good to thee.” “ I will," replied *Abd-er- 
Rulminn, touched by Hie misfoilune of these ladies, whom 
he acknowledged us members of a family allied to his own, 
utid he forthwith sent for the Snliih-;ts-aahH, or superior of 
the Mosque. That dignitary* was one of Yi'isufs clients, 
and upon his arrival the l’rince bade him conduct the Judies 
to Ins house—a sanctuary' where they would he safe from 
the violence of the soldiery: he further restored to them 
some objects of value which he had rescued from the 
pillagers* To show her gratitude, one of Yusufs daughters 
gave the Prince a young slave-girl, Ilolal by name, who 
afterwuids became the mother of Jlislnim. the second 
On in wad Emir of Spain. 

• Aid-er-lvahn.'Hfi\ magnanimous conduct was very dis* 
tasteful to the Yemenites. Fie had checked their plunder* 
jng. idthougli he hud promised them rich booty, and lie hud 
taken under his protection women they hud vet their hearts 
upon; these were encroachments upon their right*- as 
victors “He shows favour to his own family," exclaimed 
the malcontents: “ We gained the victory for him, and 
more gratitude is due to us." Even the most sober-minded 
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Yemenites did not sliOw much disapprove] of these mur¬ 
murs; they acknowledged that the Prince h:td acted 
correctly, but their faces plainly showed that they made 
this admission merely to relieve scruples of conscience, and 
that at the bottom of their hearts they sympathised with 
the malcontents. After all, they had aided 'Abd-eidtihinln 
mainly in order to la: avenged an the Ma*additcs, and they 
bad attained their object At last one of them boldly ex¬ 
claimed : “ Wc have settled old scores with the Ma'udditcs, 
This man and bis clients lielong to the same nice. Let 
us now turn our arms against them, and slay them ; thus 
in one day we si ml) gain two victories." This infamous 
suggestion was deluded in cold blood, ns if it were altogether 
an open question; some approved it, others did not. Among 
the latter were all the Beni Kudu's, of whom the Keiiiites 
were n branch. A decision bad not yet been arrived at 
when Tlinhihn, n .Fudhumite noble of the Sidona division, 
revealed to the Prince the plot which was being hutched 
against him. The informer wus actuated by a peiM>Mpl 
motive. Although of noble birth, he had been ousted by 
other c a ndi d ate s when the* chiefs of bis tribe bad been 
appointed, and since his successful rivals had voted in 
favour of the proposal, be saw an excellent chance of inking 
his revenge. In warning ‘Abd-er*Rahman, TUalnbu told 
him Hint he could rely upon the Beni Kodi'n alone, and 
that Ahii Sabb&h was the prime mover in the conspiracy. 

I lie Prince* thanking him warmly and promising to reward 
him later (a promise which be faithfully keptV, lost not a 
moment in taking the necessary measures. I le appointed 
the Kelhite * A bd-er- Rahman ibn N iraym chief of police 
in Cordova, and surrounded himself wiLh his clients, who 
formed a body guard, When the Yemenites became aware 
that they hud been betrayed they thought it . well to 
fthandoTJ their scheme, and * permitted ‘Abd-er-Ualmiin to 
betake himself unmolested to Lite Great Mosque: there, 
in his capacity as Imirn. he offered the Friday prayer, 
and made an oration to the- people, in 'Which lie'promised 
them that lie would rule over them as u good .sovereign 
should. * 

1 hough master of the l upitnl, J Abd-er-Huhrri:in was not 
yet master of Spain. Yilsuf and Kmuayl had suffered a 

E wou.s defeat, but they did not despair of retrieving their 
tunes. In accordance irkh an agreement thev bad mode 
on parting after their flight, Yflaufsought help' ul Toledo, 
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while Sumuyt retired to his own division—that of Joen— 
where he called all the Mb.’ add it os to arms. Vitsuf rejoined 
him later with the Zaragoiau) contingent, which hr Jiad 
fdlen in with on the way, as well ns with the Toledan troops. 
■ " two chiefs the 11 forced the Uovemor of the province 
of-f ru n* to withdraw to the fortress of Mentesu, and lhe 
{inventor of Elvira to take refuge in the mountains, Mean- 
while Ytisuf, learning that ■ Abd-cr Rahman was about to 
march against him, ordered his son Ain’t Zayd to make for 
Cordova hy a route different from that followed by *Abd- 
cr- Rahman. mid to seize the Capital — an operation which 
would present no diflicuity, since the city contttim.il indy a 
weak garrison. If this plan succeeded. ■ Abd-er-Rahmkn 
woi^d be obliged to retire in order to recover Cordova, mid 
Vitsuf would thus gain time in which to procure reinforce¬ 
ments, The plan win, successfully carried out. As soon us 
‘A UI-cr-Kahmin had begun his march, Abft Znyd attacked 
the Capital willtout warning, captured it.drove 'Ohudnllah, 
together with « few soldiers, into the tower of the Crcut 
Mosque, and compelled him to surrender. Not long after¬ 
wards, however, learning that ‘Abd-cr-Italimfui was returning 
to attack lion, A bit Zayd quitted Cordova, taking witli Iriiu 
'O luiidailah and two slave-girls whom he had found in Lite 
palace. The chiefs who accompanied him openly chided 
him for this net, *' Vour conduct is less magnanimous than 
'Abd-ur-ftaJirniiiiV they said; "for when he had your 
Mstcrs and your father's wives in his power, he courteously 
afforded them protection, while you carry off his dam sets." 
Abtl Znyd felt tire justice of this rebuke, and when about 
a mile to the north of Cordova lie ordered a tent to be 
pitched for the two slaves, and left them there, with their 
belongings. He then set nut to join his father ut El vira. 

As seem as ■Altd-tr-Rabmnn knew that Abu Zayd hud 
retired irom Cordova, he marched swiftly against Vfisuf; 
hut mutters took an unexpected turn. Feeling themselves 
tof> weak, in the lung run. to hold out against the Prince, 
Yusuf’ and SuntnM sought terms of peace, They declared 
tlvemselm ready to recognise \\hd-er* Rahman* as Emir, 
provided that their personal property was left intact and a 
general amnesty was proclaimed. The Prince accepted this 
proposal, stipulating, however, that Yusuf should hand over 
as hostages two of his sons—Abu Znyd and Ahfi ‘I-Aswiuj. 
These be undertook to treat honourably, imposing on them 
no restrictions save that of not quitting the palace, and 

N 







(94 


SPANISH ISLAM 


[h u 


promising to restore tliuiu to tlicit* father n»s soon jss peace 
was (irmly established, In the course of these negotiation* 
‘Abd-er-IUhmJin s prisoner. Hie Spaniard KJtnlicJ, was ex- 
dimiged for ‘Ohardoliah: by a fieofc of fortune, therefore, 
Lbe Onmvyatl client gained his freedom at the price of the 
man whom he had imprisoned. * 

*AM-cr-Kalimun. now universally acknowledged as the 
Etmr of Spain, rode back to Cordova (July , 75ti) with Y&suf 
on Ins right hand and Sumayl on his left. Suomyt showed 
himsdf to lie the most polished and well-bred of !uou, iiud 
* Aoa-er-RuhnlAn in after years was wont to say: “Of « 
truth, God giveth sovereignty as he listelh and not accord¬ 
ing to men's deserts! All the way from Elvira to Cordova 
Sumayl was by ray side, yet Iris knee never touched mine; 
Hie head ot his tiiulc was never in advance of mine; never 
did he :Lsk me an indiscreet ijuestion ; never did he commence 
a conversation lie fore I addressed him." 1 The chroniclers 
-Uthut the I riucc had no grounds for similarly eulogizing 

Eor some time all went well. The machinations of 
i ii^uTs; enemies. t-vIio wished to impench him tin the pretext 
thill he hail appropriated land to which he had no right 
were unsuccessful; both he and Sumayl were treated with 
marked distinction, and ■ Abd-er-Halimfin often took counsel 
with Lhem in circumstances of difficulty. Sumayl was 
entirely resigned to his lot. Yfisuf, incapable of forming 
a l*>ld decision on his own initiative, might rjcrhnps a uS 
luve grown reconciled to his secondary position; but he 
was sumiuadcd by malcontents- Kiiraafnte nobles, Eihrites 

i,k v l ^*1“ his reign had occupied posts 

,lf Lhe h! 8hf 1 1 dignity and emolument. These men .'onId 
not reconcile themselves to the condition of obscurity to 
which they were now reduced, and strove to incite the ex 
Emir against Abd-er-Rahman, misinterpreting the Prince’s 
simplest words. They succeeded only too well iu their 
des.gti, Determined once again to have recourse to arms, 
Wsl. sought hi vam the (MustiM of StmrnJ and the 
hjusites ; but he met with better success among ilie BaJiulis J 

diTiT^Vbd -i- It T * J “ Cttn V Merida, and Toledo—and one 

- ^“d-eiviUhmiu received the news that Vfisuf hud 
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taken High- hi the diredinn of Merida, lit* instantly 
despatched cavalry in pursuit, hot it was too late Sending 
for Sunmyl, l he Prince bitterly reproached him with lu in^ 
envy to Yusufs escape. “ f urn innocent replied the 
tvujsite: “ that is manifest from n iy not having accompanied 
\ nsiif. A* | should have done Had I keen his accomplice. 11 
“ 11 ,s not p^ssihle that Yusuf has quitted Cordova without 
having consulted you.” replied Lhe Prince, - mid it was vour 
duty to warn me." Thereupon he threw SuinnvJ into 
prison, ti& well as *\ iisuf s two warn, who were stilJ confined 
to the pa I nee iis hostages. 

At Merida Yfisuf rallied his Arab and Berber adherents, 
3 f ni with l hem set out for Lueuiit, where the townsfolk 
favoured Ins cause t thence lie inarched on Seville, Almost 
all lue Kabulis of the province, ns well ns many Syrians, 
flocked to Ins lintmcr, so that Yiisnf found himself reiidv lo 
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wit1 1 \m two sons in tlic preceding year. Yusuf however 
was of opinion that Abd ah Malik, who had at his command 
hut n small garrison of Syrian Arabs. would not assume the 
ol tensive. nntruow determined to strike a sudden and heavy 
blow by inarching straight upon the Capital, before the 
Syrian Arabs from the South mu Id reach it. His plan 
fulled ; for while lie was still upon the march the Syrians 
wnved at Cordova, and *Abd-er Rahnifin sallied foith with 
then, to meet the enemy. Nor had *Abd al-Mdik to wait 
[fP* flt Seville for reinforcements, for his >on \\hdollah— 
believing his father to he liesieged — cmne to his assistunce 
with troops from the district of Moron, of which he was 

E vemor. and father and son resolved to attnek Yusuf on 
; march. Receiving intelligence of the enemy'* move' 
tnenr.s, and fearing lest he should be hemmed ki w Yftsuf 
fHced about in order to crush first the force from Seville and 
tt!? 11 ' J IT his nppTOBch;*Alid tdMalik. wishing to give 
■A hd-er-Rahman time to come up, fell hack shnvly ■ Yusuf 
lipwevcr, compelled him to halt anti give battle/ The em 
gage merit began, us usual, with u single combat. A Berber, 
client of s Fihritc family, advanced from YfisuTs ranks and' 
cn&d : ’• Is there any among you who will pleasure swords 
with me ? As he was a man of colossal stature and pro¬ 
digious Strength, none of;Abd ub Maliks tidier* durst 
accept the challenge. “ This is a very disheartening begin- 
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tiing for our meti.'' said *Abd ni-Malik. and ltiming to hb 
son Abdallah, he continued t rt Go Utou forth, my atm. 
against this man—and may God aid thee! ' As 'Abdulbih 
stepped from the ranks in obedience to his father''' orders, 
an A byssinian. n client of his famil)*, imruircd lib intention. 
*• ] am going to light yonder Berber,' replied ‘Abdallah. 
“ I,ct iJiat bisk be mine, my lord,' cried the Abyssinian, 
darting forth to meet the champion. 

Both armies awaited with anxiety the issue of the 
combat. The two opponents were well matched in height, 
strength, and colour; for some time the duel proceeded 
without either com ha tout gaining tlie advantage, but the 
ground was sodden with ruin, and nt host the Berber slipped 
and fell. The Abyssinian instantly sprang upon his fecund 
cut off Iwth his legs, while ‘ Abd ah Malik s army, encouraged 
by their champion's victory, raised the cry of “God is 
great l” at id fell upon Yusufs forces with such impetuosity 
that they put them to Might. But though a single charge 
had thus decided the fortune of the duy. • .-VIhJ uhMnliLs 
men were Loo few in mimher to enable him to reap to the 
full the fruits of victory. W hile his soldiers were 1 teeing in 
oil directions. Yusuf, accompanied only by a slave and one 
Salute, a Persian client of the Tend mites, pstssed through 
the Cam| >o de Cubtruva and gained the higli-road leading 
to Toledo. An lie rode at lull speed through a ullage ten 
miles from that city, lie was recognised, ami a tnau of 
Medinese descent, named ‘Abdallah ihn *Amr, cried to his 
friends: “To horse I Let us slay that man—death alone will 
give repose to his own soul and to the world ! While lie 
Fiveth he will re main a firebrand !" ‘Abdullah's suggest ton 
was instantly acted upon. His comrades sprang to their 
saddles, and since their hordes were fresh, while those of the 
fugitives were overspent with fatigue, they CM ugh tup their 
quarry four miles from Toledo, and slew* Yusuf and Snbik. 
The stave alone escaped, and bore to Toledo the sad tidings 
of the death of Spain's former Emir. 

When ‘Abdallah ihn ‘Ami presented to ‘A bd-er- Ra t|min 
Ids ill-fated rival's head, the Prince, who wished to make a 
dean sweep of his opponents, ordered Abu Zayd. one of 
Yilsufs two sons, to be executed, and though the life of the 
other, Abu 1-Aswad, was spared in consideration of his 
extreme youth, he was condemned to perpetual imprison¬ 
ment. SumayJ atone now stood in the way. One morning 
it was noised abroad that he liad succumbed to :t tit of 
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apoplexy while in his cups. The Mauddile chiefs, admitted 
to his Hi 10 it her to satisfy themselves that lie had not died 
by violence, found wine, fruits, and sweetmeats beside the 
corpse. Nevertheless they suspected that his was not 11 
natural death ; and they were right. They were, however, 
mistake?) in supposing Mmt by 'Abd-er-llahmfui’s orders 
S tunny! had been poisoned: he had, in fact, l»een strangled. 

[Avnioami.*: Akhhtir mttiw'i ni. tf ; llm .li-KiUyyri, (f. m 1A; 

i In, «L>AWdr, w VI, sit. J4-.V; M«h ItvJ. it, 24-1 










CHAPTER XVI 

f 

‘ABD-EH-KAHMAN I (cvMfiwMA 

' 4 B IM5R - RAH MA N had attained the goal lit sought, 
i V Tlic outcast, who for five years had been buffeted 
by all the hardships of a vagabond life as lit wondered from 
tribe to tribe across African deserts, bail become master of 
u great country, and bis avowed enemies had been swept 
away, 

\ et he did not enjoy in peace the prize won by treachery 
and murder. His power was not established in the land, the 
\ entanites were the only party he could rely upon, and he 
had from the outset never blinked the fact that their support 
was precarious. Burning to avenge the defeat they had 
suffered on the fatal Held of Seconds, and eager In regain 
the hegemony of which they hud so long been deprived, to 
them ‘A I xl-cr * R a h m iin\ cause had never been more than 
a pretext. In their hearts they' would have much preferred 
to raise one of their own number to the Emirate it their 
mutual jealousies had rendered this practicable, imd it might 
have been foreseen that they would turn their arms against 
the I'riuce os soon as their common Foe had been vanquished. 
And it tell out- I h rough on: Lis rtiga of lliirh'-Lwn years 

Abd-er-Rahman I saw his authority disputed—sometimes 
by the \ emenites,sometimes bv the Berbers, and sometime* 
by the h ill rites, who, though often routed, arose in renewed 
vtamr after every defeat, like the fabled giant whom 
Hercules in vain laid low. Fortunately for the Emir, the 
Arab chiefs seemed incapable of combination ■ they took up 
amis either to gratify some personal grudge, or out of mere 
caprice. They were vaguely aware that to crush the Emir 
a confide ration of all the chieftains was prime necessity, 
olid yet concerted action was out of the question. Thunks, 
therefore, to disunion among bis foes, to his own indefali^iible 
activity, and to a policy sometimes perfidious and crafty» 
sometime* violent and cruel, but always shrewd and adapt* 
aide, ‘AM-er-ltahman contrived to maintain his position 
though he coaid depend only on his clients, a few allied 
chiefs, and Berber troops imported from Africa. 
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Among the most formidable of the many Yemenite 
BMttrrec^offii must be reckoned that of 'Alt ibn Mughfth.* 
which broke out in the year Two years earlier, the 

I'ihrite party, of which Hishiirn ibn Ozrn, sou <»f a former 
(Governor of Spain, was then leader, bad stirred up a revolt 
at Toledo, and the Emir bail not quelled it when ‘Ala— 
appointed Governor of Spain by Al- Mulls hr the * Abbas id 
Kiinlif—landed in the province of Bcja. and hoisted the 
black* flag given him by the kind if. So standard wan more 
likely to unite the jarring factions, since it did not represent 
this or that party, but all 1 slain. The Kiiirites of that part 
of Spain joined the Yemenites, mid the portion of *Alwl er- 
Hahnian, who hud been besieged in Carmona for two months, 
became so critical that he resolved to risk all for all, Learn- 
uigNhat a large number of the enemy, wearied with the 
long siege, had returned to their homes upon various pretexts, 
he selected seven hundred men, the flower of the garrison, 
and lighting it great fire near Lhe Seville gate, exclaimed: 
J^l’omrades, we must conquer or die! .Let us throw the 
scabbards of our swords into the flames, and swear to fall 
like soldiers if the victory cannot be ours!” Every 
sent 1 bard was flung into the fire, and *Abd-er-llfllrnmn s men, 
sallying forth, charged with such impetuosity that the 
besiegers took to flight in utter eon fusion, with the loss, it 
is affirmed, of all their leaders and seven thousand mem 
The victor, in his anger, decapitated the corpses of • A)fi and 
his principal associates, and with the object of depriving the 
*Abtrisid Khalif of any desire to dispute Spain with him, lie 
caused the bends to be preserved with salt and camphor, and 
u label having lieen attached bo on ear of each, specifying 
the name and rank of its owner, they were placed iu a nick 
— together wilh the black flag, A1-Mm unit's diploma appoint¬ 
ing -AH Governor of Spain, and it despatch narrating the 
defeat of the insurgents. A Cordovan merchant who was 
bound t'i Knirwun on busiin -.■> was induced, for ;i large sum, 
to take the suck with him thither arid deposit it by night in 
the market-pliic* The merchant duly excnitcd his com¬ 
mission, and it is said that AI-Mimsiir, when apprised of the 
facts, cried, in an access of terror: ** '1'banks be to God for 
having placed the sea between me and such a foe ! ” 1 

3 Vurti>it§ 3 y aiLhtmtfd Arab ■ rtcttn to i\m triim* of Ymfkflts flmlnninul, mml 
J’fd-d-kJtrrJ. 

= ITh* u^rtr colour of tho 'Abhfepii |> 1<Tl 

AttiMtAK f* clirdtiinjern tlie udi * a* c*rrliid hf * Cardarui f4J«rim 
Mixta, vlurr AJ-AtuuiVr tlien mid»l. 
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This victory 0f*r the *Abb:Ysid party wits «um followed 
hy the reduction of Toledo (a»1I 7tJ4). Wearied by the 
long wfu\ the Toledans entered into negotiations with Undr 
end Tmjimfim. who commanded the Prince's army. imd after 
surrendering Iheir leaders were accorded an amnesty. As 
the chiefs were being conveyed to Cordova, they w^ere met 
bv three emissaries from the Prince — a barber, a tailor, nod 
* ba sket -maker, Following their instructions, tiie barber 
shaved the in rads and beards of the prisoner*, the tailor cut 
out wool lull tunics for I hem, and Lbe basket.-maker provided 
them with panniers. Some days later the populace of 
Cordova saw » string of asses entering the town, bearing 
j>tuiitiers, whence projected shaven heads, and shoulders 
ridiculously bedirened with woollen ruffles. Followed by 
a hooting ’mob, the luckless Toledans were led through the 
city and, finally, crucified. 

The barbarous punishment inflicted by 1 Abd-er-Rahman 
on those who hud dared to disown his authority was a 
sufficient proof that he was determined, if need be, to role 
by terrorism, Nevertheless, to judge by M atari's rcheUiofTT 
which broke out two years after the execution of the 
Toledan nobles, the Arabs were not easily to be cowed. 
M a Lari was » Vememte chief of Xiebla. One 'evening, after 
indulging too freely in potations, the conversation having 
turned upon Lite massacre of the Yemenites who lan) fallen 
under 'Ala's banner, Matari took up his spear, tied a piece 
of cloth to it. and swore to avenge the death of Ids tribes¬ 
men. On awaking next morning he hud entirely forgotten 
his proceeding', on the previous evening, and seeing Ids spear 
turned into a standard, asked in astonish men t what it 
meant. He was reminded of his words of the night before. 
In alarm, he exclaimed: " Tear that kerchief from my spear 
instantly, lest my folly should bo noised abroad,!" Hut 
before bis order could be executed, he thought better of it. 
“ Nay! M lie cried; •* touch not the banner! I am not a man 
to flinch From the consequences of words once uttered, 
whatever they may have teen!" And hr forthwith called 
his tribesmen to arms. lie contrived to hold his own for 
some lime, and when at last he was killed in tattle, Ids 
comrades fought on so stubbornly, that the Emir was induced 
to grant them an amnesty. 

AM Sahbah s turn came. Although tAbd-Cr-Rahman 
had good grounds for mistrusting this powerful Yemenite— 
who had cou n s el l ed his assassination soon alter the battle 
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of Mosnm—he had judged it prudent to Avoid n bicarb 
with him, and had mode him tiovemor of Seville: hut, in 
the year 7tTfi, when the Emir had no rebels to contend with, 
nnd thought liimsdf stmiiit enough to defy Abfi -SubhAh, 
he deprived the latter of his office. The Yemenite, in great 
wrath on]led his tribesmen to arms, and * A IhI-ovII ahmfui 
soon became painfully aware that the chief possessed much 
more influence than lie had supposed. lie accordingly initi¬ 
ated a treacherous negotiation, olFering Hie Se\ illnn a per- 
wnd interview, and .vendinghim by the hand .if I bn K ha lid 
n safe~ctmd uc( under Ids aign-nianual. Abii SuLlnili accord¬ 
ingly repaired to Cordovn. arid leaving nt tile gateway of 
the jwilace the four hundred horsemen who escorted him, 
entered into a private cot ivervi lion with the Emir. It is 
said'that he exasperated the latter by bitter taunts, that 
*Alabor-Hahnian thereupon tried to stab him. hut that the 
vigorous resistance offered hy the Sevilla a chief obliged the 
F,tiiir to summon his body-guard, who despatched liis 
assailant. Perhaps there was more premeditation m this 
act of homicide than the Otiwyynd clients, who have chroni¬ 
cled their patron's deeds, cared to admit. 

When Abu Sabb&h wav dead. * A Ixl-er- RaJunin ordered 
a sheet to he thrown over the corpse and nil truces of blood¬ 
shed to he carefully removed. He then summoned the 
Viauer*t, informed them that A bn Suhbah was a prisoner in 
the palace, and asked them whether he should be put to 
dcutli. They all advised that his life should he spared. ’Abfi 
Sabhiih’s removal would Ire too dangerous," they said : “for 
his troopers stand at the gate, and thy soldiers sire at a. 
distance," One Yixjer alone did not share this opinion. 
He was n relative of the Funir, and threw his advice into 
verse; 

♦ 

*'Snnnf Lb I- K li tlih, ^mkI gk thfc touiEiit 1 ! I Uict f Slar thin mm 

wJio InUctli iht'? md TCKmrtJt in jR¥tnj£B hinm^lP Lt t 1‘ilui tins 

t-scn | n - , far if hr rfniiuiictli iilivc he will amv hi- Hire oilttimlicA, M*ke mi 
ctid in him «nd th+vn wilt rid th?*elf of h jti-4ti1rm*r Thruit mU* h?-* hn-urt 
it right Diiiu.Lteyjt , -t in Ertir m^liinLiiittv b> imt iUl , J‘g a Iigiii* hi 

*. Viulent lira ill 3 H 

** Be it known to all, then,” cried ‘A IhI-it- Kuhnian, 
“that. I have slain him ! and heedless of his VwiciV dismay 
he withdrew the sheet from the corpse. 

The Viziers, who had disapproved of the suggested assas¬ 
sination of Abb Sail bull merely because they dreaded the 
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S rolmMc effects of such n deed upon Ids body-guard, soon 
iacovend tint tlieir fears were groundless ; for upon ft 
lackey in forming the horsemen that their tender was dead 
and that they need wait no longer they rode quietly sway. 
Tliis astonishing circumstance induces the suspicion that 
‘Abd-cr-Rahmfin, with prudent, forethought, Imd previously 
bribed the escort. 

Til ere urns a single Otnayyad client, however, whose lofty 
character loathed the base treachery of which he had liecn 
unwittingly an instrument: this was 1 bn Khalid, who had 
conveyed the Emir's safe-conduct to Abu Sab bah. He 
withdrew to his estate, and thenceforth consistently refused 
to assume any- office. 

Shortly alter Abu Sabbat's murder a serious revolt broke 
out among the Her hers, who hitherto bad been peaceable. 
This w«s initiated by » schoolmaster. Shaky a by name— 
hull' fanatic and half impostor—who lived in the east of 
Spain, lie Liclonged to the Berber trilie of Mikneui; but, 
whether his brain had been turned by overmuch study of 
the Koran, traditions of the Prophet, anil the early history 
of Islam, or whether urnbition urged him to pose as a party 
leader, be believed—or pretended to IjcJieve—that he was a 
descendant of‘Ali and I 1 'Alima, Mohammed 1 * daughter. The 
credulous Berbers accepted this imposture the more readily, 
since the schoolmaster's motlicr happened herself to hear 
the name of latimn, At any rate, when Slmkya, or, rather. 
“‘Abdallah, son of Mohammed''—for so he styled himself— 
migrated to Hie district lying between the Guadiann and 
tbe Tagus, tlie Berbers, who there formed the majority of 
the population and were ever ready to Lake up arms at a 
Marabouts bidding, flocked to his standard in such numbers 
that they soon found themselves masters of Soutebria, 1 
Merida, Coda, nnd Medellin. 

Defeating the force sent against him by the Governor 
of Toledo, Shaky a won over to hU side the Berbers who 
served under tlie command of the Omayyad client 'Obaidfdlah, 
arid attacking the other troops of this general, put them to 
H?ght, captured their camp, and withdrawing to the moun¬ 
tains, eluded all \\bd-cr-lljdno fin's attempts to bring about 
a battle. At length, after six years of desultory warfare, 
*.\IhJ er-Kahmun sought iuid obtained the assistance of a 
Her tier who was at the time the most powerful chief in the 

1 Cwtfn> il* &itifrn nr. *>b ihf tfitulltllb : All hnfKiTbmt town Ulidiir Urf A rain. 
(/* O qJfTIjn* , XeLp* Utt IUii> p, 4 
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cwit of Spain, and who looked with r jealous eye on the 
influence rtntJ success of the self-styled Fiitimid, 

Discord thus arose among tlie flerbers. and Shukya found 
himself obliged to quit Sontebria and retire northwards; 
hut while ‘AIxi-er-IbkhmAti was marching against him and 
ravaging nil the Berber village* which lay in his path, a 
fresh revolt broke out in the West, where the Yemenite 
had awaited n favourable opportunity of avenging Aim 
Sabbah s murder. Such an opportunity was supplied by 
the Emir's absence on this expedition, and they marched 
straight Upon the C apital, hoping to seize it by "a coup tie 
ntttiit Their leaders were the Governors of Niebltt and 
Heja, kinsmen of A lift Snhhuh, and they were reinforced bv 
the Jicrhers of the West, who had, it appears, for a long 
time been incited by the Marabout's emissaries. 

■ Abd-or Rairman no sooner received this itnwelcome in¬ 
telligence than he returned with all speed to Cordova, and 
refusing to rest in his palace for even a single night, advanced 
- the enemy, whom he found intrenched on Uie hanks 

rfthe Bcmbesar.’ After a few days spent in unimportant 
skirmishes. ‘Abd ur-Rahman availed himself of bis Berber 
clients— wiio a included the Beni al Khali—to detach the 
Berbers from ! heir alliance with the Yemenites. Stealing 
into tin- enemy's camp tiller nightfall, the clients easily im¬ 
pressed the Berlters with the idea tlnd if the Emir, who 
could alone protect them from Arab jealousy and hatred, 
were deposed, their own expulsion would inevitably follow. 

11 1 on may be assured of the Prince's gratitude/ 1 added 
llie clients, “if yon abandon u cause detrimental to your* 
selves, and espouse his." Their advice prevailed:* the 
Berbers promised to Jjctmy the Yemenites during the hat! k* 
which was to he fought on Lhe morrow. They kept their 
word. -Before the engagement began they said to the 
Yemenites: “We can only fight on horse hack, but you 
are well skilled in fighting on foot; mount us therefore on 
al] the horses which you have," The Yemenites, having no 
reason to mistrust them, acceded to their request. \\ hen 
it was too late, they regretted their credulity. The battle 
bud scarcely begun when the mounted Berbers rode ojf to 
join the Omnyyad cavalry, and while they vigorously charged 
the Yemenites their brethren fled from the field. The 
Yemenites were overwhelmed on nil sides. A dreadful 
carnage ensued: in blind frenzy ‘Abd-cr-Rahoifin’s soldiers 

1 It tttilild nefEEli^ ** tJlP VVftdy*K4‘i \ H j vnr lb# Kajfn^x, 
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laid low indiscriminately nil whom they encountered, in 
spite of their orders to spare the fleeing Her tiers. Tliirty 
thousand corpses by strewn over the field and were 
buried ill a trench which was still pointed out in the tenth 
century. 

In central Spain the Berber revolt was not; suppressed 
until after ten vettrs of warfare—when Shaky a was assossi- 
tiated by two of his adherents—and it was still in progress 
when a formidable confederacy summoned to Spain n foreign 
conqueror. The members of the confederacy were the 
Kelbile At-Arilbi,' Governor of Barcelona; the Pihtite, 
\\bd-erllalmiuii ilm Habib, Yusufs son-inlaw, surnumed 
** The Slav "—since his tall, slender figure, fair hair, and blue 
eyes resembled the type of that race of wludi many repre¬ 
sentatives were to be found among the slaves in Spain —and 
Abu '1-As wad, Yusufs son, whom * A Iwl-er-Rahman had 
condemned to perpetual imprisonment, but who had evaded 
the vigilance of his jailers by posing us u blind man, (At 
first Abu ’U As wads blindness was discredited. He was 
subjected to the most difficult tests: but his yearning foF^ 
liberty lent him the alii lily not to betray himself in the 
smallest particular, and he played his part with such perse¬ 
verance and talent for imposture that in thb end lie was 
universally believed to be sightless. Having thus lulled his 
jailers into carelessness, be concerted a plan of escape with 
one of his clients, who had obtained permission to visit 
him from time to time. One morning when the prisoners 
liad been ted through a subterranean passage to perform 
their ablutions in the river, the client and some friends 
posted themselves, with horses, on the opposite bank. At 
a moment when he was unobserved Abu '1-Aswad plunged 
into the stream, swam across, sprang into the saddle, and 
riding nt full gallop to Toledo, readied that city in_safety.) 

So bitter was the hatred of these three chiefs for Abd- 
er-lUihuiAn, that they resolved to implore the aid of Charle¬ 
magne. although tliat conqueror—the fame of whose exploits 
already resounded through the world—was the most implac¬ 
able enemy of Islam. The confederates accordingly, in 
777, journeyed to Bader born, where Charlemagne was then 
holding a ■* May-field,"* and proposed an alliance with him 
against the Emir of Spain, C'lmrieniagnc fell ill with the 

1 Sdlilmatj ihn YtMMjl d-AridfL 

An munal A>“Rmblf of bftHa held in thd apmitf m ugnAfTt il which xftyil 
■tllci* Hf«m pmfmilptflL and military uxpeiHlUHJi |■ lainm-J. 
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proposal without h< >S(iitmn. Jus:t then his bunds were free, 
and be could meditate new conquests The Saxons I tod 
submitted ;t*i lie supposed—to his dominion and to Chris¬ 
tianity ; thousands ot them were then at Pnderbnrn awaiting 
baptism ; W'iUvkmd, their most formidable chief, had been 
banished from his country to seek refuge with a Danish 
prince, 11 was decided, therefore, that Charlemagne should 
cross the Pyrenees with a large force: that Al-Ariibi, and 
his allies to the north of the Khru. should reinforce him 
and acknowledge him us their sovereign, and that " The 
Slav." after raising levies among tin- African Berbers, should 
lead them into the province of Tadinir, where he would co¬ 
operate with the northern invaders by raising the standard 
of tltf ‘AbliMd K balif as Charlemagne's ntlyv This power¬ 
ful Confederacy, whose plan of attack had Keen formed after 
mature deliberation, threatened to prove vastly more danger¬ 
ous for 'A hd-er-lfahtniiit than any width had preceded it. 
Fortunately for hint the projects of tlic allies were less ably 
jgcciitcd than devised. "The Slav ” landed in Tadrair with 
a Berber army; hut he arrived prematurely, for Charlemagne 
had not crossed the Pyrenees t ami w hen tie sought help from 
AUAriibi. the latter replied that according to tlic plait of 
campaign agreed upon at Padefbom. it was his duty to 
remain in the North and support Charlemagne's army. The 
blood-feud between Fihrftes and Yemenites was too deeply 
rooted for the suspicionttf'treachery nut to arise. Believing 
hi nisei I betrayed hv Al-ArSbi. Ihn Habile marched against 
him, was defeated, and returning to the province of Tmlniir 
was assassinated by n Berber of Gretum, of whom he had 
imprudently made a confidant, little suspecting that he was 
one of the Emir’s agents 

VVhen CJmrlcmngnes army drew near the Pyrenees 
(a.i>. 777*}, one of the three A nib chiefs on whom he relied 
was already dead. The second, Abu '1-Aswad, afforded him 
such feeble assistance that neither Frankish nor Arab 
chroniclers mention it. There remained, therefore, only 
Al-Ariibi and hi' northern allies—such as Abfi Timur, 
Governor of Huesta, and Galindo, llie Christiiui Count of 
I Ji Cerdann. 

AI-Arflbi. however, had not beat inactive. Aided hy 
the Helper Husain ibu VahyA—a descendant of Sa 4 d ibu 
'Oladii who had aimed at the Kindi fate after the l’rophet’s 
death—he had seized Zaragoza, but when Charlemagne's 

1 Thun l« ho muni ofili# putt illulled W Abu m ill* ,r*np*lpL 
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army appeared before the gates <>f the city. Jie could not 
overcome the repugnance felt bv the Moslems to the 
admission of the Frankish king within their walls; Husain 
ibn Yuhya, espec ially, coald not consent to such n step with¬ 
out renouncing fund I y traditions which were sacred to him. 
Seeing that he could not prevail with his fellow-citiwm, Al- 
Arsihr, unwilling to be suspected of deceit, voluntarily placed 
himself in Charlemagne's hands. 

But just sis the lung was making preparations for the 
siege of Zaragoza, lie received tidings which upset all his 
plans. Wittekind had returned to Saxony ; at his summons 
the Saxom I mil again taken up arms; profiting by the 
absence of the Frankish army, they hud swept the laud with 
tire and sword, and penetrating as far as the It hi tie, Jhey 
had captured Dent*, opposite to Cologne. 

Compelled to quit in hot haste Lite hanks of the Ebro 
tor those* of the Rhine, Charlemagne tun relied by the valley 
of Ranees voiles, Lurking among the crags ami forests 
which command the northern etui of the valley, the Ravin es. 
i mi mated by inveterate hatred of the Franks and eager for 
hootv. lay in ambush. The Frankish army were compelled 
by the narrowness of the valley to march in an extended 
Hie. The Basques let the main body pass' through, but 
when the rear-guard, encumbered with baggage, readied 
the ravine, they fell upon it, and being lightly armed 
and advantageously posted, hurled the Franks buck into the 
valley, where despite a stubborn resistance they -slew them to 
the last man—among them being Holm id , 1 Warden of the 
Breton Murk. The Basques then rifled the baggage-train, 
and, protected by the rapidly falling shades of night, dis¬ 
persed in all directions.* 

Such was the disastrous issue of Charlemagne’s expedi¬ 
tion, begun though it had been under the most favourable 
auspices. AU concerned had contributed to its failure, with 
the single exception of the Emir of Cordova, against whom 
d was aimed. ‘Ahd-cr-Hahmiin forthwith hastened to profit 
«y the advantages conferred upon him -n the hands of hts 
rebellious subjects id Zaragoza, the Christian Basques, and 
a Saxon chieftain of whose name he was probably ignorant. 


> Th* .nlirr ifllhfrr.tM' t.l^Uiry of thin hem of rouiaiitt It trcordwi u ; 
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lit accordingly marched against Zaragoza to compel that 
city to obedience, Before he reached Zaragoza, AI Arahi, 
who hud accompanied Charlemagne during his retreat, but 
hud since returned to Zaragoza. Yeas no more. The Helper 
Husain, who regarded him as « traitor to the Faith, had 
caused tflm to be stabbed in the Mosque. Husain, on find¬ 
ing himself beleaguered by ‘Abd-er-KaJimAii, capitulated, 
borne tinie afterwards he again raised the- standard of revolt, 
but the citizens, on being again besieged, hand eel over their 
leader to the Emir, who caused him to be beaten to death, 
but not until Eiis (minis arid feel hiitl fwreii cot off Master 
of Zaragoza. Alxler-Raiimfcu next attacked the Basques, 
and made the C ount of La Cerdafta his tributary. Abu T 
AsY^d was the last to essay an insurrection, but. at the battle 
of Lite Giiadulitunl’ he was betrayed hy the general com¬ 
manding his right wing. The carcases of four thousand of 
Ins companions “ furnished foot! for the wolves and vultures." 

‘Abd-er-Haiiman had therefore emerged a conqueror 
^j£pni nil the wars which be hud been compelled to wage 
against his subjects. Ills triumph earned him the praise 
even of lus.cnernics. It is. for instance, related that the 
'AbbasRl kiisiiif Al-Mamiir asked his courtiers one dav : 
"A ho, tlunk to, deserves to be called the Falcon of the 
Ivuraish ? 1 Jiinking tlial tin- Kludif coveted the title, the 

courtiers replied without, hesitation: "Thou thyself, Com¬ 
mander of (lie faithful; thou hast vanquished mighty 
princes, subdued many a revolt, made an end of civil strife! 1 
” Nay/ said the Khafif, '■ it is not 1 !" The courtiers then 
suggested Muttwiya J or ‘Abd al-Mulik. ** Neither one 
nor the other, replied the Khalif; -as for Mu'iwiy*.*Oniar 
and ‘Otlunun Iiad smoothed the way for him; and as for 
•Abdal-Malik, he was supported by *1 powerful faction. The 
alcon of 1 he Knraish is 'Abd-er-liiihniAn, son of Mtrawiya l 
the man who after wandering, solitary, through the deserts 
of Asm and Africa, hud the boldness to seek his fortune, 
without an army, in lands unknown to him, beyond t he sea. 
Having naught to*relj upon save his own wits and persever¬ 
ance he nevertheless humiliated his proud foes, exterminated 
rebels, securid his 1 rtm tiers against the C i, nstiuns, founded 
great cm [tire, and reunited under his sceptre a realm which 
seemed already parcelled out amongst petti.' chieftains. No 
man before him ever did such deeds." ‘Abd-er-HaJmiAu 
himv. If. with just pride, expressed similar reflections in a 
• metrical form. 
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Ami yet tills treacherous, cruel, and vindictive tyrant 
had puid dearly for his success, li' no Aral) or Berber ellief 
dart'd defy him openly, none the less did they curse Him in 
their hearts. No honourable man would enter his service. 
When he consulted his Viziers with regard to the appoint* 
mrnt of a suitable Kadv for Cordova, Iris two sons. Shilniinan 
and llishain, agreed—fur once in a way—in recommending 
for the office a pious and virtuous old man, Mus'ab by nan u:. 

‘A bd-er* Kalund 11 accordingly sent for him and offered him 
the dignity of Kady. lhit Mus'ab. convinced that under a 
prince who put his power above the law he would be a mere 
minister of tyranny, declined the post, notwithstanding tbe 
Emirs repeated solicitations. Irritated by this refusal, 
■Abd-er-Hfduii&n. who could not brook the slightest,con¬ 
tradiction, t»egan to twirl his moustache—-with him a token 
of a rising tempest—and the courtiers expected a sentence 
of death to f:dJ from Ids lips, But Ciod," says an Arab 
chronicler, " turned aside his evil thought." The venerable 
old man inspired Him with involuntary respect, and inasU^ 
ing his rage, or at any rate disguising it as best he could, the 
Emir contented himself with saving: *• Depart! and may 
they who brought thee here In* accursed of Allah ! " 

Little by little 'Abd-er-Hahtnaii saw I he support of those 
upon whom he had been able to rely in all emergencies slip¬ 
ping away. Many of’ his clients deserted him. Some of 
them, such as ibti Kbit lid. refused to follow the paths of 
treachery ami cruelty which he troth Others aroused his 
suspicions—among these was 'Ohaidoibih, It is said tluit 
wishing to prove himself indispensable to the Emir—who, 
he imagined, wished to be rid of him—'Ohaidollnh had 
countenanced the defection of his own nephew Wajih, who 
had joined the party of the Kali mite pretender. But 
'Aid er Rahman, as soon as he had Wajih in Ids power, 
treated him with the utmost rigour, and had him beheaded, 
in spite of ‘Obai dull all's entreaties. Some time afterwards, 
'Obaidtdlah was accused—rightly or wrongly—of lwing con¬ 
cerned in a plot hatciied by two relatives of the Emir ; hut 
'A Ul-er-ilainmin did not possess convincing proofs of his 
complicity, and, unscrupulous as lie was. hesitated to con¬ 
demn to death, on mere suspicion, the old man to whom he 
owed lit* throne. He was therefore element, in his own way; 

*" I will inflict on *(Heiidalhdi." said he, ** a punishment which 
will be for him worse than death 1" And lie henceforth 
treated him with cruel indifference. 
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rt ? ronf’^ited his property, confined him to his house. 
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n jeeoining master of Spain, he had invited to his court the 
Dtnayyads who were dispersed in Asm and Aim*; lie had 
loaded them with ndics and lion ours, and wus often heard to 
say: ■ I he greatest blessing which Cod hath granted me 
nest to sovereignty, is the ability to oder my kinsmen a 
horn (il aiid to benefit them. It is, I admit, flattering to my 
pndt- when they marvel at the greatness to which I have 
attained, and which I owe to Cod alone," Nevertheless 
these Omnyyads, stimulated by ambitions which muld not 
brook the oppressive absolutism of the head of thejr family 
4ai.isp.red among themselves. The first plot was ImtrhJd 
by two p n nees of the him*) royal and three nobles. They 
were betrayed, arrested, and beheaded. Some years later 

“™f" er rt™*, dcvbed h y Moghira, the Emil's 

t P ,C t' blunter Of w hose father Stunny! 
strangled in pn«m was yet unavenged. They were also 
betrayed nntl rmlariy punished. After their execution an 
Om&yyad dicnl presented himself before -Abd-cr-ilahmSn. 
He found tliy Emir sorrowed and downcast, with his eves 
fixed on the ground, and ns though buried in melancholy 
UiutigbU Divining whut was passing through the mind of 
his master, whose pride as head of bh family had been for 
the second time wounded, and whose most intimate affec¬ 
tions were lacerated, the client approached him cautimidv 
and in silence. ■< Who hath kinsfolk like mine ! " cried 

nin,!l!i CT | l t | niim ^ 1 f t “ When, at the risk of my life, I 
aimed at n throne. J thought as much of them a* of mvsetf. 

vv I I had gained my end. I invited them hither and 
shared with them my wealth. And now they would snatch 
from uie the guts of heaven. Almighty God! than hast 
punished their ingratitude by Wing bare to me their imehrim 
tinns ; if I have taken their lives it was to preserve my own. 
And yet. how wretched is my tot I All the members*of mv 
house are suspect to me. while they, for their part fear that 
i am comparing their .lestruction. Confidence, mutual 
outpouring* of our hearts, are at an end ! What intereourt* 
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ran tlicrv lie henceforth tat. ween me and my brother, the 
fat her of that miserable youth l Mow ram "l know (irauc 
when he is near—1, who Ly wiidei lining his *on to death, 
have severed the ties I hat united ns • How van my eyes 
meet hUr Then, turning to the client, he added; “tin, 
seek nut my brother instantly: vindicate my conduct »w 
best yon can; give him these "five thousand nieces of gold, 
and bid him seek a home wheresoever he willetn—in Africa! ” 
The client obeyed, and found the unfortunate \Valid 
half dead with terror. He reassured him, handed him the 
sum vent by the. Emir, and related what he had heard. 
“Alas l 1 ’ ex eta in ted \ Valid, with a deep sigh, "another's 
criiue is visited upon me! The rebellious son who hath 
met with a merited death involves me in Ins min—mg] yet 
l never asked fur might, save to repose in a corner of my 
brothers tent! Hut his command shall lie obeyed; it is 
our duty to bow with resignation to God's will,” Returning 
to his master, the client in fumed him that VValid was 
already preparing to quit Spain, utjd reported his wordy 
My brother speaks the truth," said the Prince, smiling 
bitterly; “but he need not hope to deceive me by such 
words, or to conceal his thoughts, 1 know him! Not for 
a moment would he hesitate if he could but slake his thirst 
for vengeance in my blood! " 

Execrated by the Arab and Her tar chiefs, embroiled 
with Ills clients, and betrayed by Ids family, *Alid*er-1 tubman 
found himself more and more isolated. Iti the early years 
of his reign, when he still enjoyed some popularity—at least 
in Cordova—he had delighted to walk almost alone through 
the streets of the Capital and to mingle with his subjects. 
Now, distrustful and irascible, he hardly ever quitted his 
failure, and when he did so be was surrounded by a numerous 
body-guard. Si nee the great insurrection of the Yemenites 
and Berbers of the West, he sow in the augmentation of 
his mercenary troops the sole means of holding his subjects 
in awe. He accordingly bought slaves from the nobles and 
enrolled them as soldiers, besides impo/ting a vast number 
of Hefl'crs from Africa, and thus buliL op a standing army 
of to,000 men—all blindly devoted to his person, hut wholly 
indifferent to the welfare of the country. 

*. \ bd-er- Halm mn was wholly absorbed in pondering over 
the best means of imposing discipline on the Arabs and 
Berbers, and imbuing Hi em with habits of order and peace. 
1 o realize this atm, he employed all the expedients to which 
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tl.c killp. of till’ Sft«nUi notary aflern-nrds ln.d recourse 
m trieir struggle with feudalism. Melflncliolv wm Llie con¬ 
dition to which Spaiiii found ficrseff reduced hv the fatality 
of events ; melancholy was the part which the'successors of 
4 .V1 «Ut-H;iI nniii had to play; the path traced nut for them 
hy tlic founder of the dynasty led to the despotism of the 
sword. It is true that a monarch could not govern Arabs 
and Berbers in any other way; if violence end tyranny lav 
in i»ne direction, disorder and unarehv lav in the other, 
fhe various tribes might have constituted so many republic* 
-—confederated, if possible, against their common foe the 
Christians of the North: this would have been a form of 
government in harmony with their instinct.* mul traditions; 
bijt^ monarchy wav essentially ili-suited for both Arabs 
and I ter hers 
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SPAIN t'NDEH THK VUS1K0THS 

H ITHERTO the conqueror have exclusively occupied 
<mr attention; we must now follow the fortunes of 
the vanquished. 

To set forth the diCDlDStlRCts which facilitated the con¬ 
quest of Spain hy the Moslems; to sketch the progress of 
llm**oonqnest in its salient outlines; to describe the con¬ 
dition to which the victors reduced the Christian in habitants, 
and the effects of their domination upon the lot of that 
numerous and unfortunate class, the slaves and serfs; to 
narrate in detail the long and obstinate resistance winch all 
—•ranks of society—townsfolk iind mountaineers, rich laud- 
owners and lnfinumittcf! slaves, aided by the Iiolv '/cal of 
monks and the fortitude of devoted women — offered Lo the 
conquerors, vjbuh ii sturdier generation hud succeeded the 
brood of weaklings that held Spain at the dawn of the 
eighth century; such is the task which now confronts us. 

At the epoch when 1 he Peninsula first attracted the 
covetous eyes of the Moslems, its weakness proclaimed it 
an easy prey; the whole social fabric was in a deplorable 
I condition. ; _ jH Jjr . 

The evil was of long standing. As a Roman province, 
Spain under the last Caesars presented, like other provinces 
of the Empire, u melancholy spectacle. "Of all that she 
once possessed naught save her name remains,'' wrote an 
author of the fifth century .' On tlie one hand were to he 
seen a few possessors of'immense estates—the tutifundid 
on the other, n multitude of impoverished citbeem, serfs, and 
slaves. The wealthy, the privi) eged. t he chief m»gUt rates— 
all those, in fact, who hud held high office in the Empire, or 
upon whom the sovereign had merely conferred titular rank— 
were exempt from payment of the taxes which crushed the 
middle class. 'I'hey lived lives of effeminacy and unbridled 
luxury in splendid mansions, beside some placid river which 

' SdriuLta. lb (•n'vruntifmt Hr*, Jr. p. <K« (Bionni-, 1S8& IV m wwnul n* 
Uiii, writer w Mmlfkm, Unlj W irr i, p. .VH. 
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mirrored the vineyards find olive groves of smiling uplands, 
There the day* were spent in gambling, ha tiling, reading, 
horsemanship, and feasting. There, in hulls rich with the 
painted and embroidered 'hangings of Persia and Assyria, 
slaves daily loaded tlie board with Lhe choicest viands and 
the most generous wines, while the guests reclining upon 
couches spread with purple improvised verses, or were 
entertained by choirs of music inns, and troops o! dancing- 
girb, 1 

Such ostehl ution of wealth did but intensify by contrast 
the misery of a numerous class. The turbulent rabble of 
the towns wore not, it is true, much to lie pitied ; tlicy were 
feared, pampered, supplied with gratuitous rations at the 
expense of the other citizens, and were debauched by gross 
and barbarous spectacles; but the middle classes, including 
Lhe euriatt —or burgesses who were charged with the 
administration of municipal affairs—were reduced by Roman 
Bscality to a condition of tlie deepest distress. The munici¬ 
palities. Intended as a safeguard against tyranny, had become^ 
at once instruments and victims of every kind of oppression.* 
I'misUntiiu- had eul a IT the chief source of revenue for the 
cities and towns, by seining their corporate jmmerty, just at 
a time when municipal expenditure was growing in conse¬ 
quence of the increase of poverty; and yet the members of 
ii rurin —that is to say all citizens who possessed more than 
twenty-five acres of land but did not liclong to tlie 
privileged classes—were compelled to in like up from their 
own puraes deficiencies due to t.he insolvency of the tax¬ 
payers. 

The curials were unable to cast otF this joint liability, 
which was traditional ami hereditary; they were indeed 
to some extent bound to the soil, for they could not alienate 
their estates without authorization from the Emperor, who, 
regarding himself as the actual owner of all the laud in the 
Empire, looked upon Ids subjects as mere beneficiaries. 
Sometimes, in despair, the curull deserted their municipality 
and entered military service or undertook servile occupa¬ 
tions ; but the lynx-eyed, iron-handed Government seldom 
failed to discover them and replace them by force in the 
curia ; and in Lite alternative, their posts were given to men 
of ill-repute, bastards, heretics, Jews, and liberates] convicts 

* Thongti mi hai'* mi iliwt ntirfmre w to the tnisde of lifi, af the wealthy 
SfUtbnl, nr liu |-|||" : , *hrre ItentJ Ibmiii to *H|ipvw. ;hal I| rrw-nihSwl that III' 
their nalfhlimtr* in S,,ulh«m llanl, S»f Snllion Apolliuarji &duui«* Kp. i*. 1& 
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—for I he curia! dignity, oner honourable and privileged, 
had Weome ail instrument of degradation and punishment. 1 

The rest of the population consisted of nens mid slaves. 
Agricultural slavery was not extinct; but since tilt- dawn 
of the imperial epoch the instilutiou of serfdom had slowly 
developed, fostered on the one hand by the impoverishment 
and profound distress of the free rural population, and on 
the other, by the amelioration of the condition of agricultural 
bondsmen. Serfdom was a condition intermediate between 
freedom and slavery. At first regulated only by custom 
or contract, jt had become, since the days of Diocletian, a 
matter of public order and State concern—an object, indeed, 
of constant preoccupation to the Government, who luid to 
supply at any cost cultivators for tlu: deserted fields ami 
soldiers for the army. 1 1 had therefore its own organization, 
police, and laws. In some respects the serfs, who handed to 
the possessor of the land which they tilled a settled portion 
of the produce, were better off than the slaves. I nhke the 
latter, they could legally marry ; they could become owners 
of land, and their patrons might not confiscate their pro¬ 
perty—which, however, could not be alienated without the 
patrons' consent. Nor, in the eyes of the law. Were they 
mere slaves. * They paid jiexsonn! taxes to the State and 
were liable to be commandeered. On the other hand, serfs, 
as well as slaves, were subject to corporal punishment, and 
they could look for no enfranchisement. They were, in 
fact, slaves of the land though not of a person ; they were 
attached to the soil which they tilled, by indissoluble and 
hereditary link-'; the landlord could not dis|n.*se or Ins 
fields without filler serfs, nor of Ids serfs without the Judds. 1 

\ still more wretched class were the slaves, who were 
sold or given away like oxen or household goods. Com¬ 
pared ujth their masters they were immensely numerous 
“Once on a time." writes Seneca, “it was proposed in the 
Senate that slaves should wear a distinctive dress. 'Hie 
motion, however, was not carried, for fear that our slaves 
might take to counting us,' 1 In the reign of Augustus, a 
freed man, notwithstanding that he had met with heavy 
losses during the Civil Wars, possessed more than four 
thousand slaves. During the later Empire their numbers 
seem to liave increased rather than diminished. One 
Christian in Gaul owned five thousand, and another, eight 

1 ivirnuii* J> Jdi mur thi*. ifu *ir*At frr.iu a 1 i T L pij> 140 
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thousand.' They were treated with pitiless severity: a 
muster would condemn a slave to three hundred lashes for 
having kept him waiting for hoi water,* And what these 
poor wretches hud to endure at the hands of their masters 
was nothing compared Lo Die cruelties inflicted on there hy 
overseen* w ho were slaves like themselves. 

To escape the tyranny of their masters, of tlie land¬ 
owners, and of the Government—burghers, serf's, and slaves 
alike 1 1 ad but one expedient; this was to flee to the forests 
and'he tome bandits, or Bagtmdt us they were then termed, 

1 Jving in the woods the life of primitive man, they avenged 
themselves on their oppressors by pillaging their splendid 
villus; and if n wealthy man fell into their clutches he met 
with swift anti terrible retribution,' Sometimes tipmv 
hands ot such robbers united to form a marauding arm v, 
and no longer confining themselves to mere brigandage, 
threatened cities and the very foundations of society, hi 
i laid, under Diocletian, the Bagmtdt assumed such a men- 
*cing attitude that it became necessary for a Cssar to lead 
a large army a gains t there.* ' “ 

A society thus honeycombed with poverty and misery 
rniist needs fall at the first shock of invasion, J t mattered 
little to the majority whether it was by*the Homans 
or by another people that they were oppressed and 
dl*treated, The privileged classes and the rich land- 
owners alnm had any interest in the maintenance of the 
existing rt/gime, ami most of these, utterly corrupt and 
worn out by debauchery', had lost nil energy' and initiative. 
However, when the I jar ban an hordes hurst in upon the 
I t oman provinces, a fe w stout hearts were stirred to deeds 
oi patriotism—or, al least, of self-defence. The nobles of 
larnigona attempted, though without avail, to arrest the 
progress oi the V isigoths; ■ and when in the reign of 
onorius, the A bins, ^ andal.%, am] Suevi, crossing Use I thine, 
fWTied fire and sword tlirouglumt Gaul and threatened 
Spam, while the i nimbi Units of the latter country for the 
most pan uwaited their fate with seeming indifference mid 
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hthargir calm—making no effort to avert the (>eril—two 
wealthy and noble brothers, Didyinus and Vcriniainiv, 
nr 1 net I their serfs,' and entrenching themselves tn the defiles 
o! the Pyrenees, checked the inroad of the hurbarinns—so 
easy of defence wu* the Peninsula. Hut when the two 
brother? Imd been made prisoners and beheaded by the anti- 
Ciesar Constantine, whom they had refused to acknow¬ 
ledge; and when Constantine hud entrusted the defence of 
the Pyrenees to the llonorinns•'—* corps of barbarians 
which the Homans hail raised to opjvose other barbarians; 
und when the lloiiuriuns proceeded to ravage the conn try 
which it was their duty to protect, and ro escape punish* 
inent for their wrong-dowur opened the defiles to tile hordes 
wIki were pillaging the G«uls (ah. 40ft). nut a irmn in 
Spam dreamed of resistance- At the irresistible and in- 
evitable advance of tht grim barbarians, the nobles Bought 
oblivion ol their dangers in revelry, anil clouded their brains 
in the delirium ol debauch. While the enemy were enter- 
the yutes of the city, the rich, sunk in gluttony and 
drunkenness, danced and sang; their trembling lips im¬ 
printed hisses on the Juire shoulders of beautiful slave- 
girls—-while the populace, as though to accustom themselves 
to the sight of blood or to intoxicate themselves with the 
odours of carnage, upplauded the gladiators who slew tine 
another in the amphitheatre.^ X©t a single town in Spain 
hud the courage to sustain a siege; everywhere the gates 
flew open, its 'hough automatically, to the barbarians, who 
entered cities without striking a blow ; they plundered, they 
burned, but they had no need to kilt—if they did so. it was 
but to satiate a Just for bloodshed. 

Those were days of horror. Though the men ol that 
generation inspire u> with a mortal disgust, in their efifetui- 
naey, cowardice, and decadence-—we instinctively pi tv them 
Homan drspotism, iimupportitlileliiougli it was, was elmujit 
in comparison with the brutality of the barbarians. The 
calculated tyranny of I lie CieMir* had at least been orderly 
and aieaSUred; Out l lie Teutons in their blind savagery 
overthrew mid destroyed inriisermiiuntcly nil that they 

1 Orau(4*i nL Mh 
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encountered in their course. Utter < Insolation fell ti|ion town 
end country. In the wake of this Iirvov full owed scourges, 
if possible, yet more terrible—pestilence and famine : starving 
mothers slew their children to feed upon their flesh. 

The Balearic Inlands, Cartagena, and Seville were 
pillaged by the Vandals, Happily for Spain the Vandals 
passed on into Africa. a.T>. 4‘2i», with 11 handful of Alans 
who hud escaped the sword of the Visigoths: but the fierce 
Suevi—to whom carnage and destruction were the breath of 
life—remained 111 Galicia, and were for some time master!: 
of Be tie a and the district of Cartagena. Almost nil the 
provinces of Spain were successively the scene of their 
ravages; Lusitania, Cartagena, Bclico, Tarragona, and 
Gascony. Terrible disorder reigned in the Inst two pro¬ 
vinces ; the Ragauds, augmented by a multitude of serfs 
and ruined farmers, spread terror far and wide. Sworn foes 
of Rome, they were by turns enemies and allies of the 
invaders. 1 n Tarragona, where they were ied by the valiant 
and during Basil, they surprised a Iwdy of barbarians in the 
Homan service, while assembled in the church of Tims®mu 
and slew them to the lust man, not even sparing the bishop 
himself, Alter wards Basil joined the Sue si, with them 
pillaged the environs of Zaragoza, and taking Leridu by 
surprise took captive nil the inhabitants. Five years later 
the Suevi allied themselves with the Homans in order to 
ok terminate the l hi guilds, 

Galicia, beyondall other provinces, was bid waste by 
the .Suevi: it was Lite ventre of their domination, in it wen; 
their chief haunts; there they pillaged and mits^ucred for 
more than duty years. Their patience at last exhausted, 
the luckless Galicians ultimately adopted the course which 
tliev should have taken at the nay first; they armed them¬ 
selves mid remained on the defensive in strong’castles. Now 
mid then they succeeded in capturing some of their enemies, 
in which case negotiations followed and prisoners were 
exchanged or hostages mutually demanded. But the Suevi 
s<um broke the peace, and again resorted lo plundering. The 
Galicians sought, without much success, the help or media¬ 
tion of the Roman governors of Guul, or of that part of 
Spain which remained under Roman rule. At last other 
barbarians, the Visigoths, attacked the Suevi, and defeated 
them in a bloody battle on the bunks of the Orvigo, a.li, 
450. But this event, far from delivering the Galicians, 
exposed them to a new danger. The Visigoths pillaged 
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Hinga (without bloodshed), carried into slavery many of 
the citizens, used the churches as stallies, and stripped Lhe 
clergy of all their property—to the last vestment. Just as 
the inhabitants of Tarragona laicaine Hjiguuds. those of 
Kragii and its neighhourhood organized themselves into bunds 
of brigalids. At Astorga the Visigoths proved still more 
ruthless. When they appeared before its gates, the rity 
was in the hands of a faction which aimed at fighting for 
Home. The Visigoths, having entered in the guise of friends, 
per]>etrated a horrible massacre, dragged into slavery a 
multitude of women, children, and ecclesiastic*—among 
whom were two bishops—demolished the altars, set lire to 
the houses, &nd devastated the surrounding country. Paieucia 
i nei. with a like fate. The barltariaiis then beleaguered a 
castle near Astorga, hut despair had at last given strength 
and courage to the Galicians, and the garrison of the castle 
made so gallant a defence that they sustained a long siege 
victoriously. 

l. T pon the return of the \ tsigoths to Gaul, the Suevi 
resumed their brigandage and atrocities. At I -ugo one of 
their hands suddenly burst into a hall w here the municipal 
council were deliberating—in Lhc belief that they had noth mg 
to fear, seeing that it was Passion Week. The councillors 
were all massacred. At Coimbra another band broke a 
treaty recently made, and enslaved the inhabitants. Little 
by little the Visigoths, however, ultimately gained posses¬ 
sion of the whole of Spain, and the inhabitants, although 
deprived of two-thirds of Uic soil, felt the rule of their new 
masters a relief after the sufferings they had endured at tin 
■lands of the terrible Snevi. 

In the midst of numberless calamities and of social chaos, 
there remained a group of men who had never lost courage, 
who contemplated the ruins of the old world without touch 
regret, and who, to a certain extent, had sided with the 
invaders against their Unman fellow-countrymen, i hesc 
were the tlift of the Catholic clergy, of tire school of S, 
Augustine, FnoTu the commencement of the invasions 
these priests had taken infinite pains to palliate Lhc excesses 
of the conquerors : they looked forth over Lhc wide sea of 
misfortune with a kind of barbarous optimism. A disciple 
of the Bishop of Hippo* (to whom lie dedicated his histori¬ 
cal work), and an eye-witness of the invasions by the 
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Alans, Sue vi* and Vandals—the Spanish priest Pan lust) rosins 
maintains that tilt barbarians, mut they hud settled in the 
Peninsula* and hud parti I joned the country, trailed the 
Spaniards us friends and allies* and that at the time when 
lit wrote i about a.i». 117). Spaniards were already to he 
found who preferred freedom and poverty under lorbariiui 
doiuiimtioii* to oppressive taxation under that of the Romans. 
Another priest, .'salviiunis of Marseilles* writing twenty or 
thirty years Inter, goes much farther and irmkcs n still 
IwUi’f rWm. r J‘hut which Urosius describes as the wish of 
:i feeble minority, becomes under the [ion of Salvia nils the 
unanimous sentiment of the nation. Nothing would have 
horn more unnatural Muni such a trend of public opinion: 
hut not him' con lie falser than the historian's sUtenvmt, 
On the contrary, it must lie recorded for the honour of 
humanity* that 1 he sentiment of national dignity was not 
enfeebled to such a decree among the subjects of Rome, 
who. moreover, hud endured a bitter experience which was 
u more grievous scourge than despotism itself Though too 
work or too cowardly to throw off the yoke, they retained 
sufficient pride to hate and loathe the invaders in their hearts. 
"Thou a voidest wicked barbarians; I avoid even good 
ones, writes Sidonms Apollmsris 1 tr> one of his friends; 
and his words are a far truer expression of national senti¬ 
ment Lhoii those of priests striving to depict the invasion a$ 
a divine blessing. And yet the priests had excellent excuse* 
for writing hi limy did. In the first place, no generous 
sentiment stood in their way; for them |«it riot ism luid no 
meaning. Here below no love of country fired them; their 
fatherhmd was heaven. Compassion had faded iVotn their 
brcajts, Pi|lage— even massacre—touched them but ligliLlv. 
" Mr lint dins it matter to a Christian who aspires to life 
eternal, how or when he quits tiffs world t" asks Omsius, 
after * somewhat grudging admission that the Suevi and 
their allies hnd committed sundry murders, 

For the clergy Lhc interests of ! he Church were all ih all; 
they regarded every political event mcretyAn its aspect assn 
advantage or a detriment i . i her. As champions of Christi* 
niuty, d was thru lot to refute not only jmcrais* but, many 
iris nuis, wlm. not yet sufficiently established in the faith, 
attributed the unheard-of disasters which had befallen the 
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Empire 10 neglect of the ancient religion, and declared that 
Christianity bad wrought injury to the might of Home, and 
That, birr former gods would Imvc lwtler protected her. The 
priests answered these unbelievers by explaining— dk had 
their master* the famous author of the Ik dvitnh' Ikt — 
that Rdhie had always been unfortunate, and that existing 
ills were not so grievous as was alleged. Besides, they hud 
firmly grasped the truth that to implant new ideas, Sfttt h ns 
Christian doctrines, fresh soil was needed. 

The priesthood, however, had obtained no bold over the 
Roman nobles. The latter were Christians as a matter of 
form, since Christianity bod Income the State religion, but, 
tew corrupt to submit to the austere morality which that 
religion enjoined, and too sceptical to believe in its dogmas, 
these patricians lived only for bnnijui. ts, diversions spectacles 
—and even denied the ini mortality of the SO«L J 11 They 
prefer the circus tt> the churches of (lod, exclaims Sdlvjonus 
in pious wroth, “they despise altars mid honour theatres! 
Every creature is loved mid esteemed : the Creator alone 
seems to them contemptible and vile ! They scoff at idl that 
pertains to religion." The morals nf the barbarians were no 
purer; the priests were obliged to admit that they were as 
unjust, avaricious, deceitful. covetous—in n word, as corrupt 
— as the Homans themselves : for as Inis l«en justly remarked, 
there is a singular resemblance between the rices of decad¬ 
ence and those of barbarism. But if Licking in virtues, the 
barbarians at toast believed all that their priests taught 
them; they were naturally religious. In danger, they 
looked for help from Cod alone. Before a battle their k ings 
prayed in sackcloth, an act at which u. Homan general would 
nave scoffed : and if they were victorious they recognised the 
hand of the Eternal in their triumph, further, they 
honoured tlie clergy, and not merely their own Vrinn clergy, 
but the Catholic priesthood as well, whom the Humans 
despised and derided tor claiming catholicity. 1 It is not to 
be wondered at, therefore, that the barbarians won priestly 
sympathy. They were heretics, it is true, they had Iwen 
instructed by “hud teachers"; but why need CathoJio 
priests despair of converting them f And when this con¬ 
version bud once been effected, whut n brilliant future 
would ojieti before the Church ’ 

There was iu> province in which the hopes of these lur- 
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seeing minds were not fulfilled, find nowhere were Urey 
realized more completely than in Spain. when King Iter- 
cared and Ills Visigoths abjured the Ariau heresy mu I lvalue 
('ath<dies, a.u. .187J 1 lvncefurth the clergy used every 

means to humanize mid enlighten the Visigoths—already 
h&U-Hotiuuiized, before their arrival in Spain, by a residence 
of fifty years in Homan provinces, and by rio means in¬ 
sensible to the benefits of order nod civilization. Strange 
indeed was the phenomenon presented by the descendants of 
barbarians who hod haunted the forests of tier many, as they 
sat immersed in study under the tutelage of prelates. There 
is extant u curious correspondence between King Htcccs- 
wiutli and lirauliun. Hi simp of Zaragoza: the king thanks 
the bishop for having kindly corrected a manuscript which 
be had sent him, and spealtfl of omissions, blunders, the 
stupidity of soi iltcs— ptit redines nr vitia rcribaritm, iibrnri- 
onIP! ineptiu— with all the assurance of u Heat ley or a 
RuJutkefi. Hut the bishops did not confine themselves to 
moulding the hearts and minds of kings; they themselves 
undertook legislation and administration. They declared in 
their public records that they had been appointed, by the 
Lord Jesus Christ, guardians of the nation. 

Surrounded by his nobles, the king prostrated himself 
humbly before them when they were assembled in council 
at Toledo, and implored them with sigh* mid tears to inter¬ 
cede to ti(>d on his behalf, and to give wise laws to the 
Slate. : While the bishops inspired the kings with Un¬ 
belief that piety should be the chief of their virtues,* the 
kings, for their part, understood so well that piety meant 
obedience to bishops, that even the most profligate meekly 
suffered themselves to endure ecclesiastical guidance in public 
affairs.‘ 1 

A new power, therefore, had arisen in the State—a 
power which absorbed all others, and seemed designed to 
regenerate both moral* and institutions. To it the sorts 
naturally limbed for alleviation of their wrongs The 
(atl.uhc clergy, while the Arion heresy flourished, had 
diiiwn a tender and fatherly solicitude for the poor. They 
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had opened hospitals for them, and Masonius, tUc pious 
Bishop of Merida, had ghen so much money to the serfs of 
his church, that at Easter they escorted him in silk raiment; 
on his death bed this saintly man even manumitted Ins most 
faithful slaves and provided them with suitable means of 
subsistence. It was con fide ally believed that the clergy 
were about to abolish slavery, as an institution opposed to 
the spirit, if not tile letter, of the Gospel. 'Hus noble 
doctrine, so loudly preached by the Church in the days of 
her weakness, 1 would surely be put into practice now that 
she had become all-powerful. 

Profound error f The clergy when they attained to 
power disavowed the principles which they had set forth 
when they were destitute, scorned, and persecuted. Hence¬ 
forth, possessed of vast domains densely peopled with 
serfs, of splendid palaces crowded with slaves, the bishops 
recognised that they luid been premature, that the time for 
emauci[mting the serfs was not yet, and might not arrive for 
centuries to come. S. Isidore’ of Pelushim marvelled, in 
the deserts of the Tliebaid, that a Christian could keep a 
slave; another S. Isidore, the famous Bishop of Seville, who 
wits long the life and soul of the Councils of Toledo, and 
who was dubbed by the Fa there of the eighth of those 
Councils “ the glory of the Catholic Church,” did not quote, 
in treating of slavery, the doctrines of his namesake, hut of 
the “Sages” of old—Aristotle and Cicero. ** Nature/ 1 the 
Greek philosopher had said, “ crested some to command, 
and others to obey; ” while the Roman philosopher had 
declared that 0 It is not unjust that those should serve 
who cannot rule themselves/’ Isidore of Seville says the 
same tiling 1 —but lie contradicts himself, for he admits that 
all men are cquut in the sight of God. and that Adam's sin 
—in which he finds l be root of slavery—was wiped out by 
the Redemption. We have not the slightest intention of 
blaming the clergy lor not having enfranchised the slaves, 
or of combatting the opinion of those who hold that the 
slave was not til lor freedom: we confine ourselves to the 
statement of a fact which had very important consequences, 
namely that Hu- clergy were inconsistent and did not answer 
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the serf* expectations, The lot of the^e unhnpny folk gn n 
worn instead of letter. The Visigoths, like other Teutonic 
races in other (toiium provinces, imposed j ter soil id service 
upon them in the form of statute labour. By a remarkable 
usage, moreover, apparently unknown to Lite Romans, the 
successive gciicratiotfs of a family of slaves often Iiud Co render 
their masters s^kjciIic services. One family would provide 
ploughmen, another fishermen, another shepherds, another 
blacksmiths, and '■o forth, 1 Neither serf' nor slave could 
marry without his lord's consent, and if he did so, his 
marriage was declared void, mid he way forcibly separated 
From his wife. When a serf, or duVt, was married to a 
woimm belonging to another lord, the offspring of the 
marriage were shared between the two musters, In^this 
res fleet the Jaw nl the Visigoths was less hone me than that 
of the Empire, for Constantine had forbidden the separation 
of man and wife, father and son, or brother and sister.* The 
hardships endured by the servile classes uuder the Visigoths 
cannot , indeed, tic doubted when we take note of the many 
and harsh taws against fugitive serfs and slaves; and in the 
eighth century all the serf'* of the Asturias, whose condition 
hud remained that of the whole class formerly throughout 
Spain, rose in revolt against their masters. 

W bile the bishop* foiled in ameliorating the lot of the 
serfs, they did no more for the mifhlle Hu» The burghers 
remained, as hitherto, hound In l lie *oil; what is more, no 
citizen hail the right to sell his pro pert v. The spirit of 
locality had passed from the Emperor, to the Gothic Kings 
with Other (Inman traditions; it seemed likelv that the 
disciple would soon outstrip thoi i it-in-hcw; The nr etched- 

tK-» of the mined middle classes, was unaUcviated _ as, 

indeed, I lie Councils admitted.- 1 

A l l the evils of the Itomiiii epoch—the concent ration of 
wealth, shuery, universal serfdom, bv which fanners were 
tail hi Nurlan,i and property wusimdicjiable^tilJ flourished. 
« l,ot * v «n « ii those who claimed the title of pastors 
ot tlic people* iijipointed fjy t IiHst, hiuf been conteni lo 
leave tilings, fur the most part, as they had found them. 

JLs * Jli ,~ lf faiuilunsin, they proceeded to persecute, with 
unfwdktlcd cruelty, a race which was then the most nume¬ 
rous ui , pain. I his was to In; cxjicetcd. Michelet has justly 
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observed “ Whenever, during the Middle Ages, men begin 
ask how it wns that the ideal I’aradisc of a world under 
the sway of the Church was retired here below us u 1 It'll, 
the Church, conscious of the objection, hastened to stifle it 
by declaring: 1 It is the wrath of God I It is due to the 
crime oi flic Jews ! The murderers of our Lord are still un¬ 
punished ! 1 Arid a persecution of the Jews was set on foot." 

liiu persecutions hegan in tilth during the reign of 
Sisebut. It was decreed that all Jews must be iconvoted 
lie to re the end of the year : when that date had expired 
nil Jews who persisted in their faith were to be banished— 
alter receiving a hundred lashes—and their property was to 
he cnnHscatea. It is said that under the influence of terror 
mora than ninety thousand dews were baptized—1 fiese. how- 
cver, constituting the minority. It is scarcely necessary to 
itdri that such conversioiL'i were only apparent: the new 
converts continued secretly to circumcise their children, and 
to perform all other Mosaic rites : an attempt forcibly tu 
convert 50 numerous a race was obviously im|>rnrtic^bte. 
The bishops of the fourth Council of Toledo seem to have 
recognised this, but while permitting the Jews to remain 
faithful to the religion of their ancestors, they ordained that 
their children^dioutd lie in ken from them to lw reared as 
Christian*-. Then llie clergy, repenting of such tolerance, 
once more had recourse to extreme measure*, and the sixth 
Council of Toledo ordained that henceforth no elected king 
should be entitled to ascend the throne without having pre¬ 
viously sworn to execute the edicts promulgated against the 
abominable race Nevertheless, despite laws and persecutions, 
the Jews lived on in Spain, and even, hvu strange imonitily, 
held lujids of their own, 5 It seems clear that the statutes 
aimed at them were seldom applied in all their rigour. The 
power of their persecutors did not equal the will. 

For eighty years the Jews snlfercd in silence; imd then, 
their patience breaking down, they determined lo be a venged 
on their oppressors About a,n. 60b seventeen years liefure 
the conquest of Spain by the Moslems, they planturd a 
general rising, in concert with their co-religionists on the 
other side of the Straits, where many Berber tribes then 
professed, Judaism, and where flu- exiled Jews of Spain had 
found refuge. The revolt was probably Intended to break 
out at several places simultaneously. as Wn v> the African 
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Jew* had lauded in Spain: but before the scheme could 1 k= 
put, into exetiilion it readied the cor* of the GoVOTincut- 
t'iit- king, Egica, immediately took the necessary precau¬ 
tions, and having summoned a council at Toledo, lie un¬ 
folded lo his spiritual and temporal advisers the criminal 
projects of the Jews, and begged them to imntsh*severely 
r lijs untoward rare. After hearing the evidence of certain 
Israelites, which proved that the conspiracy aimed at nothing 
less t han lu make Spain a Jewish State, the bishops, shudder¬ 
ing with indignation, con den it ted all the Jews to the loss ot 
their property and their liberty* The king handed them 
over .'is slaves to Christians—even t<J those who had been 
themselves the slaves of Jews and whom the king had freed* 
The masters were bound not to allow their new slaves to 
practise the ceremonies of their ancient law; they were also 
hound to deprive them of their children at the age of seven 
years, to bring them up os Christians, and not to permit 
inikrriagt between Jews; a Jewish slave, of cither sex. being 
prohibited from marrying anyone except a Christian who 
was also a slave. 1 

There is no reason to doubt that these decrees were 
executed in all their rigour.* This time it was not merely a 
question of punishing unbelievers, but very dangerous con¬ 
spirators. When the Moslems conquered the north-west 
of Africa, the Jews of Spain were groaning beneath an 
intolerable yoke; they ceased not to pray for their deliver - 
unce; and the conqueror* who sei t hem free and granted 
them rcligkms liberty, subject to the payment of a light 
tribute, were in their eyes saviours from heaven. 

The Jews, the serfs, and the impoverished burghers were 
so many implacable enemies which this decaying and 
crumbling society nourished in its bosom. And yet the 
privileged classes had no forces with which to op{>osf the 
invaders save I hose eomjmscd of Christian or Jewish serfs. 
We have seen that in the fast years of the Homan domina¬ 
tion tliv serfs had served in the army. The Visigoths had 
kept up this custom* As long us they maintained their 
warlike spirit it was not necessary lo fix the number of serfs 
which each landowner should furnish as his contingent: but 
later, when a craving for the attainment of wealth by the 
labour of slaves and serfs arose, it became an urgent matter 
that recruiting for the army should be provided for by law. 
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King Wambu perceived this. He complain^ in otte of his 
decrees, that the landowners, intent Upon the cultivation of 
their domains, enrolled scarcely a twentieth part of their 
serfs when there was a call to arms, and he ordains that 
henceforth, every proprietor, he he Goth or Homan. should 
enroll n 101111) part of his serfs- 1 Later, the proportion even 
seems to have been raised to one half. The number of serfs 
in the army must, therefore, have greatly surpassed that of 
free men—which is as much as to say that the defence of the 
State was for the most part entrusted to soldiers who wore 
far more disposed to make common cause with the foe than 
to light for their oppressors. 
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THE (UMJI'liST 


S l’AlN under the Visigoths, as we have Seen, was even 
worse governed than Spain under the Romans. The 
germs of dissolution had for a Jong time .lurked in t lit* body 
politic and had reduced it to such an extremity of vreidtuesv, 
that an army of twelve thousand men, aided'by treachery, 
was able to overthrow it at one blow. 

The Governor of Africa, Mush ilm Minayr. Jmd extended 
the limits of the Arabian dominion to the Atlantic, The 
town of Ceuta alone held out against him, Ceuta belonged 
to the Byzantine Empire, which had formerly included the 
whole northern littoral of Africa, hut the funperor being 
too distant to afford it effectual aid, it had entered into 
close relations with Spain, Julian, the Governor of Ceuta, 
had sent his daughter * to the court of Toledo lo Ixj educated 
as became her birth, but she unfortunately found favour in 
the eyes of the king. Roderic, who dishonoured her. Reside 
himself with rage, Julian threw open the gates of Ceuta Ip 
the Arabs, but not before he jmd concluded an advantageous 
treaty with them: then, dilating upon the wealth and fertility 
of Spain, he urged Musa to attempt its conquest, and 
assured the Arab general that the necessary ships should 
l* placed nt hi* disposal. Mils* sought instructions from 
the Khalit \\ alid. 1 lie Khalil thought the undertaking 
too perilous. *• Explore Spain with some light troops,” he 
replied, *■ but do not, at any rate for the present, expose n 
large -army to the dangers of an expedition beyond the seas/* 
Musa accordingly sent AluV /ora Tarif, one of his clients, 
into Spain with four hundred men and ji hundred horses, 

1 hese troops crossed the Straits in four vessels supplied by 
Julian, pillaged the neighbourhood of Algtnnis and returned 
to AI Hen. July, a.d. 710. 

N'ext year, Musa took advantage of the alwcnce of 
Ilodene, who ivus engaged In quelling a rising of the 
Basques, to despatch another of his clients, Tank ibn Ziyfid, 


4 Finn ml a, vIiim* rmitlirr wn ilaihtflitflr yrmriaw 


V LtriTOt M p king* W'iHrar _ 




n.sj TAR IK'S RAID 231 

I |j< commander of J 1 is vanguard, with seven thousand 
Moslems- They were conveyed in batches acrosstlie Straits 
in the four ships which Tarif had previously made use of, 
for the Moslems possessed no others, TArtk assembled his 
men 011 the mountain which still bears his name— Jalwd 
T&rik, Gibraltar. At the foot of this mountain by the 
town of Carteya. 1 T&rik sent a division to attack it. com¬ 
manded by one of tin: few Arab officers in his nnny— 
■ Al>d fll-Malih of the tribe of Moafir,’ Carteya fell into 
the hands of the Moslems, and Tank had advanced ns far 
ils the l-agunu de Jandn when he heard that King Koderie 
was marching against him at the head of a large army. 
Since there were only four vessels available, it would have 
been dillk-uli for him to withdraw lti> men to Africa even 
iflie had wished to do so. But Tank never thought of 
retreat; ambition, cupidity, and fanaticism urged him on, 
and calling for reinforcements from Musa, who sent him five 
thousand more i Sc fliers in some ships which he had huilt 
since his lieutenant's tic par lure, he found himself in com¬ 
mand of a force of twelve thousand men. This was small 
hi comparison with Rod eric's host, but treachery came to 
tile aid of the Moslems, 

I tod eric I hid usurped the throne. Aided by many nobles, 
he had deposed and, as it appears, murdered His predecessor 
Wiljca. He was consequently antagonized by a very 
powerful party, headed by the brothers and sons of the 
lute king. Wishing to conciliate the leaders of this party, 
Roderic invited them to join him when he marched against 
Tank. They were obliged hv Uw to obey, but they came 
full of anger, hatred, and defiance. The king tried to 
appease them and to win their confidence, but with so 
little success that they schemed to betray him in the pre¬ 
sence of the enemy. It is not that they had any intention 
of handing over their country to t he Barbers—indeed, since 
they aimed at sovereignty, such a course would have lieen 
suicidal—but the disiifTecied nobles believed, not unreason¬ 
ably, that the Berbers luul not lauded with Lhc intention of 
establishing a dominion, but merely of nuiking a foray. 
"All that these foreigners want is booty, they argued, 
"and when they have amassed enough, they will return to 
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Africa. They trusted that R<jdt_*rit' when defeated would 
lose his prestige us it brave and fortunate leader and thus 
enuble them to urge their claims to the sovereignty with 
more success than heretofore; while, if he were shun, their 
el mi tecs would lie much improved. They yielded them* 
selves, in fact, to the guidance of a short-sighted selfishness; 
hut if in the event they delivered their country to Uie 
infidel, they did so neither wittingly nor wi lling ly. 

The battle took place on the banks of the Wady Ilckka. 1 
July !), 711. The two wings of the Spanish anny were led 
by two sons of Witica, and mainly consisted of I he serfs 
of these princes. The serfs only too readily oheved their 
lords injunctions to turn their tucks upon'the foe. The 
centre, commanded by Roderic in [>erson. field its ground 
tor some time, but at last gave way, whereujam tlie Moslems 
smote the Christians hip and thigh. It seems that Hoderic 
was Siam ; at any rate hr.- was seen no more, and the country 
fcjutid. itself without it king just when it hud most netil of 
one, /rank grasped rhe situation. Instead of returning 
to Africa, in obedience to Mita&'s instructions, he boldly 
pushed on. Hi is was all that was needed to bring about 
the collapse of the crumbling edifice. The disaffected and 
oppressed everywhere facilitated the task of =lhe invaders. 

, |L would not raise a hand, lest In saving themselves 
they should save their masters. The Jews rose in revolt, 
and placed themselves at the disposal of Lhe Moslems. 

After gaining another victory-near Eciju. Tkrik marched 
on lotodo with the bulk of his forces, sending detachment* 
against Cordova. Ardiidona, and Elvira. Arohidona was 
occupied without a blow being struck, the inhabitants 
having sought safety m the mountains. Elvira was taken 
by storm, and was garrisoned by a mixed force of Jews and 
Moslems. Cordova was delivered to the Africans by a 
s lepherd, ivho informed them of n breach by which they 
could CTter the town At Toledo the Christians were 
ie i ru> ti J the - ews, Everywhew indescribable con fusion 
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betook himself to Rome*. Those who did nut seek safety 
in flight thought more of making terms than of self-de&nee. 
In this entegor}' were the prim es til' WiLira’s house Bely¬ 
ing upon their act of treachery ils fumuthiog a title to the 
gratitude of tin* Moslems, Llicv asked for and obtained 
tht* crown lands, of which she king had only enjoyed the 
usufruct. 1 and which included three thousand farms, Oppss, 
one of Witica’s brothers, was even appointed Governor of 
Toledo. 

By an unexpected stroke of good fortune a mere raid 
had resulted in a conquest. But this was by no means 
gratifying to Musa. He had looked for wart 1 to Spain being 
conquered—but. by himself: he envied Tfirik the glory and 
material advantages of his victory. Happily there was si ill 
scope for MiM's activities in the Peninsula. Tank hud not 
captured all the towns, nor had lie appropriated all the 
wealth ol the country. Musa, therefore determined to 
follow his lieutenant, and in June, 712. lie crossed the Straits 
with eighteen thousand Arabs, He took Medina Sidonia, 
ami the Spaniards who joined him engaged to deliver 
Carmona into his hands. Presenting themselves armed 
before the gates of the town, they posed as men who had 
taken llight «L the approach of the enemy, and, being 
Suffered to enter, in the darkness of the night they admitted 
the Arabs, Seville presented more difficulty. It was the 
largest city in the country, and endured n siege of several 
months before surrendering. Merida also resisted stoutly, 
but at length capitulated (June 1 . a.d, 718}. Musa then 
marched on Toledo. Tank came to greet his superior 
officer respectfully, and on seeing him. dismounted; but 
Musa, in great wrath, struck him wiLh his whip, " Why 
hast thou advanced without my permission?" he cried: ”1 
ordered thee only to make a foray and immediately to 
return to Africa I 

iJie rest of Spain—with the exception of some northern 
provinces—was conquered without difficulty. Resistance 
was useless : in the absence of a leader there could be no 
organized defence. Self-interest, moreover, suggested to 
the Spanish people speedy submission. On this condition 
they obtained favourable terms, while if they only yielded 
after resistance, their property was confiscated. 2 

' /'urtifi. Jiuiir.mn, uk. v., 1 . 2 . 
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Viewed ns :i whole, (.lit* conquest was not ji great 
calamity. At the outlet, it is true, there «W a period of 
anarchy, os in the ease of the Teutonic invasion. The 
Moslems plundered here and there, burnt a lew towns, 
hanged such nobles as lucid, not been able to escape, and 
even put children to the sword : but the Arab Government 
soon repressed such disorders and atrocities, uiul once tran- 
quillity I uni I Keen restored the spiritless population uf those 
days submitted to their lot without many murmurs. The 
A rah dominion was, indeed, sit least :is endurable as that of 
the Visigoths, The conquerors left the vanquished their 
own laws and judges: ana gave tJiem Counts, or Governors, 
ft their own race, who were entrusted with the collection 
of taxes and the settlement of disputes. Territonea which 
the Arabs had won by the sword, its well as those winch 
had belonged to the Church and to the fugitive nobles, were 
parcelled out among the conquerors; but the serfs attached 
to them were not disturbed- Tins policy was everywhere 
adopted by the Arabs. The natives alone understood agri¬ 
culture, aud the victors were far too proud to stoop to such 
an occupation. The serfs were therefore compelled to 
cultivate the soil os heretofore, handing to Lite Moslem 
owners four-fifths of their crops. Those attached to the 
lands of the State— it numerous body, for these lands com¬ 
prised a fifth jwiri of the confiscated territory— were culled 
upon for only a third part of their produce, At first this 
was [mill into I lie Treasury, but after a while, this j>r,ieti<!e 
was mod died. Some of the State lands were divided into 
lids, which were granted to Arabs who settled in Spain 
later on — those, for instance, who accompanied Sum.li, and 
the Syrians who landed with lialj.< The Christian husbaud- 
uien. however, found themselves none the worse off; they 
merely had to yield the third part of the crops to their own 
lords instead of to tin; Stale, The position of the rest of 
the Chris turns depended on the terms which they had been 
.ible to mak e, aatl these in some eases had been far from 
I unfavourable. Those inhabitants of Merida, for instance, 
wlu> were actually in the city when it cauitulntcd. were 



merits of the i-hurebes were atone confiscated. In Ihe 
province of which Tbeodenir was Governor, and which 
I contained, among other towns. Lorca. Mula. OrihueK and 
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Alicante, the Christ;:ms lust, absolutely nothing. Hjtv 
merely undertook to p*y n tribute, partly in money and 
partly in kind. 1 Speaking Irrnadly it may he said that the 
Christians kept, the greater part of their property, rend 
moreover were empowered Em alienate it, a right which 
they hffrf not enjoyed under the Visigoths. They were, 
however, obliged to pay to Llie State :i poll-tax at the rate 
of forty-eight dirhems' for the rich, twenty-four lor the 
middle class, and twelve for those who lived by manual 
labour. Payment was made of » twelfth part at Lhc end of 
each lull nr month ; 1 but women, children, monks cripples, 
Hn blind, the sick. I Higgins, and slaus wtrr< exempt 
Landed proprietors had further to pay the kimnij *- -which 
a tax upon crops, varying ill different districts with the 
nature of the soil, hut amounting on the average to twenty 
per cent. The jkiII-Ux was remitted for those who 
embraced Mohammedanism, but the klutr^j was unaffected 
hj’ the conversion of the taxpayer. The condition of the 
Christ inns under the Moslems, compared with what if. had 
been formerly, was therefore not one of great hardship. 
The unbounded tolerance of the Arabs must also be taken 
into account, ht religious matters they put pressure on no 
11 nan. On tin? contrary', unless the G oven mi en t was an excep¬ 
tionally devout one—which was seldom the case—it had 
no particular desire to see the Christians eon verted to 
Klamism* this involved too great :i loss to the treasury, 1 
The Christians were nrd ungrateful. They wen* under 
obligations to their conqueror* for the tolerance and justice 
show'll them; and preferred their rule to llmt of, for in¬ 
stance, the Franks, Throughout the eighth century insur¬ 
rections were accordingly very rare? in tact, the chroniclers 
have recorded hut one—'that of the Christians of lleja, who | 
seem to lunc been the tools of on ambitious Arab chieftain. 
Even the priests, during the early years, were not greatly 
discontented, although they had the best reason to he so. 
Some idea of their point of view may tie gathered from « 
Latin chronicle Written at Cordova in 754, and attributed 

1 Thp Ilf*tV Icarlr hv Tftmdnnir -i fill r At4 f«Ul t»f Mi»« 4 li IcfTrln iti 

CjaJri.ii. IfMi ' 

* Atm Ml Sit *■ Suit. 

1 Eip. m$r. f 

1 Op i^rm Moir, L\f* *\f lfn*K»wr»flf (1 li 1 - \ \v 4*1 £- 

1 Hh Hk l dj. r 

I rh* 1 -ntT |utilrra FpafUVifum m liimfitta t ifTHin. Minimr-mr rf^l* 
liiftgaa, wriir- Kinnnlii,,- Njjut[E na■ nf ltd:Eniut. i. *17- P*frW, ClffV. * • 

a Visl. HVi.Ji 


m. a 


236 SPANISH ISLAM 


— though erroneously— to one Isidore, Mishap of Bcjiu 1 
Although a Churchman, lids historian is much more 
favourably disposed to the Moslems than any other Spanish 
writer earlier than the fourteenth century. He is by no 
means Inching in patriotism, mid bewails the misfortunes of 
Spain — ‘the rule of the Arabs being in his eyes a bhr barton 
domination, efferum imperium —‘but if he bates the conqueror 
it. is as men illicit in race rather than in religion. Deeds 
which would have made ecclesiastics of another epuch bum 
wit It indignation do not extort from him a word of hi j one. 
i Ie relates, for instance, that King Rod eric's widow married 
*Abd al-'AzSz. ,Mfish's sou ; but lie is not scandalized at the 
match, which he seems to regard as quite normal. 

In some respects the Arab conquest sens even u benefit 
to Spain; for it brought about an important social revolu¬ 
tion, mid put an ciul to many evils under which the country 
bud groaned for centuries. The power of the privileged 
classes, of the clergy and the nobility, was reduced almost 
to ex Unction, and since the confiscated land had been divided 
among it very large number of persons, what was practically 
peasant proprietorship had been instituted. This proved 
highly beneficial, and was one of the causes of the flourish¬ 
ing state of agriculture in Moslem Spain. The conquest 
hud, moreover, ameliorated the condition of the servile classes. 

I shun ism was much more favourable to the emancipation of 
slaves than was Christianity—as interpreted by the bishops 
,of the Vtsigotbie dominion. Speaking in God's name, 
Mob lit rm led had granted permission to slaves to ransom them- 
selves. Tlie enfranchisement of « slave was a good work, 
and many sins could thereby tic expiated. 3 Slavery among 
, the Arabs was therefore neither harsh nor permanent. 
After some years of servitude a slave was often declared 
free, especially If he liad embraced Islamism.’ 'The lot of 
those serfs who were attached to the lands of Moslems was 
also improved. They became, to some extent, fanners who 
enjoyed a certain meed of independence, for since their 
masters disdained to occupy them selves 'with agricultural 
work, l hey were at Ijherty to till the ground after their own 
methods. As for the slaves and serfs nf Christians, the 
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inquest provided ( lien) with u very cony path to freedom. 
They had, in fact, merely to escape to some Moslem's 
domain. and utter these words; “There is but one God, 
<md Mohammed K the Messenger of God,” and forthwith 
they became Moslems, and in the phrase of Mohammed. 
'■ Allah'? freed men. Many serfs gained their liberty in this 
manner, and There is no ground for surprise at tile readiness 
with which they apostatized. In spite of the limit Jess 
power enjoyed by the clergy under the Visigoths, Christi¬ 
anity hod never been very deeply rooted in the land. 
Almost wholly pagan when Constantine established Cbrtsf U 
(iititv as the State religion, Spain hud remained so loud 
faithful to her ancient culls, that at the time of the Ami? 
cojjyuest. Christianity and I'lt^mism still disputed the 
ground, and the bishops were obliged to fulminate threats 
and to take energetic measures against Lhe worshippers of 
false gods.* Even among professing Christians religion was 
rather of the lips than of the heart. The descendants of 
the Romans were imbued with some of their ancestors' 
scepticism; while those of the Goths eared so little for 
religious dogmas, that they transformed themselves from 
Arlan* to Catholics as soon as King Receared hud set the 
example, instructed by other cares, the wealthy prelates 
of the Visigothic kingdom, who had to refute heretics, 
discuss doctrines and mysteries, govern the realm, and 
persecute the .Tews* hud no lime to lose “ in making them¬ 
selves lowly with the lowly—whispering to them the first 
words of truth, as & father delights in prattling with lits 
chi Id.” to use S. Augustine's words : while compelling folk 
to accept Christianity, they had not made them love it. 
It is therefore scarcely strange that the serfs could not 
resist temptation when the conqueror* offered them freedom 
on condition that they became Moslems. Some of these 
luckless people were still pagans: tire rest knew- so Jittle 
td Christianity, and the religious education which thev 
bad received was so elementary, or so futile, that Catholic 
and Mohanmitd :*■ mysteries were to them equally impene¬ 
trable:* but what they knew and understood only too well 
was that the priests had cruelly disappointed the hoj* 2 * of 
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manumission which they had themselves once inspired, >md 
they longed to throw olf. at all costs, the yoke under which 
they groaned. The)' were not. however, the only class to 
abandon their former faith. Many nobles did the like, 
either to escape the indl-lax, or to preserve their property 
when '.lie Arabs violated treaties—or even bwsiiw they 
simyrely believed ill the divine origin of Islam ism. 

Thus fur we have described only the benefits conferred 
upon the social condition of" the country by the Arab con- 
questbut it is just to add that in some relations the 
invasion bar] ill effects. Religion, for instance, was free, 
but the Chord* was not: she was on the contrary subjected 
to shameful and grievous servitude. 'Flic right of summon¬ 
ing Councils, us well as that of appointing and deposing 
bishops, passed from the Vklgolhic kings 1 to tin Arab 
Sultans ‘—juat *s in tlic North it had passed to the kings, of 
the Asturias, 5 and this fatal right, entrusted to enemies 
of Christianity, proved an inexhaustible source uf evil, 
shame, and scandal to the Church. The Sultans supplied 
the places of absent bishops, at such Councils, with Jews 
and Moslems. They sold the or I ice of bishop to the highest 
bidder, so that Christians had to confide their dearest and 
most sacred interests to heretics — to libertirfcs who even 
■luring the solemn festivals of the Church joined in the 
orgies oi Arab courtiers— to sceptics who openly denied 
a future life, ami to scoundrels who. not content with selling 
themselves, sold their flocks also. Upon one occasion the 
revenue officers com plained that many Christians at Malaga 
contrived to avoid the jmlbUx by conceding them wives. 
Thereupon Hostages is, bishop of the diocese, promised to 
(compile a complete list of tax-payers. He Wept Ilk word. 
During bus unnuoi circuit lie begged all his diocesans to 
furnish him with tit dr names, as well as those of their kins¬ 
folk nnd friends ; he wished — so he said — to inscribe them 
on a roil, mi that he might tie able to pray individually for 
each member of his flock. The Christians, who 'rusted 
I heir shepherd, fell into the trap. Henceforth not one of 
them eluded the poll-tax; thanks to the bishops register, 
the collectors knew them to a man. 

The Arabs, moreover, as their hold «iHm the country 
grew firmer. Wrstmc lew punctilious in the observance of 
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treaties than they had been when their jKWer was n icily 
growing. This change was brought home to the Cordovan*, 
/til the churches in that city had been destroyed except the 
cathedral, dedicated to 5 . Vincent, but the possession of this 
fane had been guaranteed to the Christians by treaty. For 
scvcrnl years the treaty was observed :' but when the popu 
latinn of Cordova was increased by the arrival of Syrian 
Arabs, the iiiOfH|uesdid not provide sufficientueeoumiodut 1011 
for tin- ncvi t omm, and the Syrians considered that it would 
be well lor them to adopt the plan which bad been carried 
nut at Damascus, Etuesn, and other towns In their own 
country, of appropriating half of the cathedral and using 
it as a mosque. The Government having approved of the 
scheme, the Christian* were compelled to hand over irnif 
of the edifice. Thu wa* clearly an act of .spoliation, as well 
as an infraction of the treaty. Some years later *Abd-crt 
1 tab mat 1 I requested the Christians to sell him tile other 
ludl This they firmly refused to do, pointing out that 
if l hev did so they would not possess a single place of 
worship. 1 A bd er-UahmAiit however, insisted, mid n bargain 
was struck, by which fin- Christians ceded their cathedral 
for a hundred t thousand dinars, but obtained permission to 
rebuild the churches which hail been destroyed. *Abd*er* 
Rabiitfm on this occitMon acted equitably, buL such was not 
always the case, for it was lie who broke the treaty which 
Ulrica's sons had made with Tank, mid which had been 
ratified by the Khalit lie confiscated the domains of 
Ardabas!, one of these princes, on the bald pretext that they 
were too extensive for a Christian, f )ther treat its were 
modified, or abrogated, quite arbitrarily, so that in the 
ninth century scarcely any trace* of them remained. 
Further, the Moslem divines taught that the Government 
ougliL to manifest its mail for religion by raising theaissess- 
tnciit of the tribute exacted from the Flirhstians, and so 
incuiv extraordinary imposts were levied upon them that 
111 the ninth century the Christians m many cities, includ¬ 
ing Cordova, were" 1 ruined or impoverished-* In other words, 
that happened jti Spurn which happened in every other 
countrv conquered by the Arabs; their rule, a! first mild 
anil humane, degenerated into intolerable despotism, f ram 
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l 3 ic ninth century onward*. the conquerors of the Peninsula 
followed to the letter the Khatif 'Onmr’s blunt advice: 
“Wf must, tlcravr the Christians; and our descendants 
must devour theirs, so tony as Islam endures.’’ It was not, 
however, the Christians who complained most bitterly of 
thr Arab domination a century after the conquest, The 
most discontented clast. were the Renegades—called by the 
Arabs J/focfi/Zorfihi, “the adopted." The Renegades did 
not all hold the same views, Some of them were of' the 
class called “ secret Christians " 1 —that is to say, men who 
bitterly repented of their apostasy, These were indeed 
miserable, for they could never return to tile fold. On 
this point the law of Islam is inexorable. Once the Rene¬ 
gade pronounced the Moslem profession of faith, he wcmi 
M oslem for ever, however importunate the cries of his 
cnim'li ncr. I t muttered not whether the fateful wonts were 
spoke n in a moment of anger, of weakness, or of distress— 
when money was lacking lor the ihjII mx, «.r under l'car 
of a degrading punishment ut the sentence ol’ h Christian 
judge—in any case apostasy from Islam was death. The 
descendants of Renegades, who wished to return to the pale 
of the Church, were in a yet sorrier plight—foil they suffered 
for the fault of an ancestor. The law declared them Moslems 
bemuse tficy were the children of a Moslem ; and they, too. 
would forfeit their lives if they denied Mohammed. Islam 
claimed them in their cradles and followed them to their 
graves. It was, therefore, quite natural that the repentant 
Renegades murmured : but they were in the minority : the 
greater number were sincere Islamites. And yet tlie latter 
bad their grievances also. At first blush this seems strange. 
Most of tin* Renegades were freedmen, and were therefore 
men whose lot had been ameliorated by the conquest; how 
then did it happen that they were disaffected towards the 
A mbs? The answer is simple. “ History abounds with 
such instances, ' says lie Torqueville: “ Revolutions ore 
not always caused by matters going from bad to worse. 
They more frequently break out when n Tuition which has 
endured uncomplainingly [be most onerous laws, suddenly 
rebels against them when the load is lightened." 1 1 must 
be added that the social podttou of the Renegades was 
intolerable. The Aral is usually excluded them from Iticta- 
live posts and all offices under Government; they pretended 
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to doubt the sincerity of their conversion ; they treated them 
with unbridled insolence; since the seal of servitude was still 
imprinted on ninny of tile recently manumitted, they branded 
converts indiscriminately with the name of slave, or son of 
a. sie v e , 1 although among them were included some of the 
noblest 'mid wealthiest landowners in the country. The 
Hciiegndes did not tamely endure this treatment. They 
were conscious of their diguitv, and of the material force 
at. their back; for they fornieJ the majority of the populu- 
tiort- They would not admit that power was Lhe exclusive 
appanage of an isolated caste: they would accept no longer 
n position of constraint and social inferiority, nor endure the 
disdainful insolence and domination of what were, niter all, 
inere bunds of foreign soldiers in scattered cantonments. 
Tfiey therefore took op aims and threw themselves boldly 
into the struggle. The revolt of the Ken egad es, in which 
the Christians took part lo lhe best of their ability, assumed 
a diversity of forms which might have been anticipated at 
a jut toil characterised by heterogeneity of eoitdiUoiLs. Each 
province, each important city, broke out into insurrection 
independently, and at dilferent times; and that this fact 
made tin* struggle hut the fiercer mid more obstinate the 
supu-i will niflkc manifest. 
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CHAPTER III 

£ 

THE DAY OF THE FOSSE 

I X the Sultan's Capital the Renegades—including the de¬ 
scendants of those strictly so called—were numerous. 
They consisted for the most part of freed men, who cultivated 
land which they had purchased, or worked as day-labourers 
on the domains of the Arabs. Strong, industrious, nod 
thrifty, they seem to have been fairly well ofT, since mos^of 
them lived in the southern suburb , 1 one of Hie best rjuiirtcrs 
of the city; but thiqr succumbed fo revolution toy passions, 
and in the reign of link am I t hey were to lie led by 
ambitious theologian* into an insurrection which ended in ii 
terrible catastrophe. 

‘ A tid-er-Rahtnfin J lind been too jealous of his authority 
to allow the Fiakihs 1 to acquire un influence which would 
tHwart bis despotic measures; but under tbc reign of IIinborn, 
hiii son and successor, tbeir influence considerably increas ed , 
llisbiltn was a sincerely religious prince, and h model of 
virtue. . H hen he came to the throne. Ids subjects were 
uncertain whether he would iodine to good or to evil if 
the alternatives were presented to Jiim, for he hod shown 
tluiL while he could Ik- kindly and generous, he could also. 
ujHm occasion, be vindictive and cruel. Hut uncertainty on 
tins bend was soon set at rest. An astrologer having pie- 
dieted the young sovereign <» early death, Hishum abjured all 
worldly pleasures, and sought bis own salvation by works of 
charity. ( lad in the simplest garb, lie would wander alone 
through the streets of the Capital, mingle with the people, 
visit the sick, enter the hovels of the poor, ami with tender 
solicitude interest himself in every detail of their woes and 
necessities. < )ften nt dead of i he night, inUrenclutig rain, lie 
would steal from lus palace with food for some pious Vufl'ercr, 
and watd, beside lus lonely pul let, IWtiml in the per¬ 
formance of his religious duties, he encouraged bis subjects 
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to follow hi*, example, and on stormy nights lie would dis- 
tribute money among those who attended the mosque?; un- 
deterred fry foul weather. 

Just at this epoch a new sdiool pf theologians had arisen 
m the E^sl. It acknowledged tor its head a famous Imam, 
Malik ihn Anas, of Medina, the founder of one of the four 
orthodox sects of Islam , 1 For this ImAm llisli:un conceives] 
profound veneration. On the other hand, his rulers, the 
■AbbSsids. had incurred MIHk’s mortal hatred, since, on the 
charge that lie had given the support of his renowned name 
loan 'Atid pretender, lie hud been bastinadoed and Ids imn 
had been dislocated. Miilik was therefor- prejudiced in 
favour of the Emir of Spain, as the opponent of liis torturers, 
evwe before he was made aware how eminently that monarch 
merited his esteem ; hut when his disciples sang the praises 
ol I lislcim s piety and virLuta, the Imam’s admiration and 
enthusiasm knew no hounds : in Hisluim he saw the ideal of 
a Moslem prince, and lie proclaimed him alone worthy of 
fitting on the Khalils' throne. On their return to Spain the 
students did not fail to inform their sovereign of the warm 
esteem evinced for him by MAlik, and Hfchim. highly 
Haltered, did all lie could to spread the Imam's tenets in 
Spain. He encouraged theological students to make a 
journey to Medina in order to study there, and in selecting 
judges ami ecclesiastics he ulways gave the preference to 
Malik’s disciples. 

When Hjshlm died fxn. the new school of theo¬ 
logy was therefore held in high respect It could boost of 
many young, able, and ambitions adherents, among whom 
was die Berber Yuliya ibu YahyA . 1 Never had Miilik met 
widi so assiduous and v.ealous a pupil. Once as the Imam 
was lecturing, an elephant passed along the street The 
students rushed out of the hall to get a closer view of the 
strange heast; YahyA alone remained in his place, to the 
great surprise of the venerable lecturer, who was not in 
tltc least annoyed at I wing deserted for the mightiest of 
tpindnipeds. " \\by do you not go out with the rest i" he 
asked mildly; “there arc no elephant* in Spain." “I left 
tny country to sec you, and profit by your teachings," 
replied Vahya, * and not to gaze at an elephant I" So 

Ifcirn fcB. tr*. tfk A’tfd* nt’itimwn 1 L. themrliwt mrtJhnrUy nn iMtuunirJiu 
tu, Malik- fiLiptk Jjgmfajt AUlifctta to tk» wd Car 
( Hurt. Jraftii- I.,lrT,:tnrr ]i. SK. 
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pleased was Malik with this rep!)- that lie dubbed Yuliya 
tke al-tl 1 of Spun. At Cordova Yuliyas reputation was 
°f the highest, and lie was regarded as the most learned 
theologian in the country. Hut to his great knowledge 
lie joined a greater pride. and this extraordinary man added 
to the steal of a modern demagogue it mediaeval pone's thirst 
for power. 

Tlie new monarch's character was antipathetic to Vahva 
and the other followers of Malik. And vet Hakara was 
not irreligious. Brouglit up by a pious client of his grand- 
tather, who had nude pilgrimage to Mecca, he had carlv 
learned to honour religion and its minister,, lie took 
pleasure in convening with theologians, and he held the 
kadtes in the greatest respect, even when they prenm—eed 
judgment against his relatives, hb intimate friends, or Jiiin- 
scJC Hut being of u guv and sociable disposition, and well 
tilted to drink life to the Ices, for him the ascetic ideal of the 
hitkiks had no charm. In spite of their related remon¬ 
strances, he fostered a passionate love of the cluise, n 
diversion which washy no means to their taste, and, wiint 
was worse, he regarded the prohibition of wine us null and 
void. All these faults they might, howeverJmve pardoned; 
hut what they could not forgive was that, jealous of his 
own authority, lie refused to grant them in public affairs 
oji influence as commanding as they desired. It seemed 
eithcr cou ^ hot - or would not, realize, that the 
t aiilis—united closely by the new bond of MAIikism— 
henceforth constituted a power in the State with which 
the sovereign would he obliged to reckon 

Dbappoiutcd i» their hopes, and Ml of that priestly 
pnde which is all the more inflexible when hidden under 
a ciouk of him mI tty, the theologians degenerated into dema- 
gogucL nsparing of ciilumnioii/i rhetoric, they never 
referred to their sovereign without horror, and 'ordered 
prayers to he offered for Ins conversion, sudi as follows r 
U pn.fhgate, who persistfst in thy wickedness, who 
T ]i 7 t T ^»«»>*andmcnt.s of thy Uml, save Shvsdffrom 
! l . n ^ hlch plunged, □rid arouse 

jsclf freun tliy simd apathy ! ’ Prejudiced as they wen, 

l ^ R tSK,^i° \ ori ^ >Vtt u >‘« r«ndity moulded in accord- 
auce with the theologians Wishes. They began by praying 

for the hardened sinner, and on* day as he was walking in 

1 Sdfatttj ngitflouf ms., B 
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ilie streets of tlit Capital they threw stones nt him; but 
the monarch and his body -guard cu t a wav for tlicmsdv ls 
tJtrough the crowd with tiieir swords, and the rising was 
•fuelled (a.d. Si),5|, 

\ ah ya, Isa ibil Dinar, and other theologians thereupon 
entered Into a plot with a section or the nobility, and 
offered the throne to I bn Shammas. Ilakaiti's first cousin, 
I bn Shammils replied Ilia t before agreeing to their proposals 
he rmit be informed of the names of those upon whom he 
could rely- 'Hie conspirator* promised to draw up n list 
of their supporters,, and fixed n date when they would come 
by night mid deliver it to the prince. Thereupon Ihn 
Slmmimis proceeded secretly to Hnkam’s palnec and re- 
vtyjjctj the plot, 

Having listened to him incredulously, the monarch 
indignantly exclaimed : “ Thou wouldst stir up my wrath 
against the most respected men in my capita!! By Allah, 
thou shaft prove the truth of thy words, or forfeit thine 
head ! M Be it so , 1 replied i bn Sbuminas. H but send me 
a man in whom you trust, on the night I have named.” 
Hakam consented, and at the hour appointed, his secretary, 
Ibnal- Kliadil, and his favourite jaigc Hyacinth 1 —a Spanish 
Christian—proceeded to his cousin’s house. After conceal 
iug the two visitors behind a curtain Ibn Shmnniiis surn» 
iiioncd the conspirators, u And now let us bm, H he said, 
“ who those are upon whom you can rely,” As the names 
of the accomplices were announced, Ibn al-Khmhi wrote 
them down. Hitt the list included men who were ostensibly 
the most devoted adherents of the sovereign, and the 
secretary, dreading lest lie should hear his own name, 
thought it prudent to reveal his presence hy milking his pen 
scratch the paper. At the sound the conspirators sprang to 
their feet in consternation, exclaiming to Ihn ShimiinAs, 
“Thou hast betrayed us. O enemy of God 1 " Many of 
them secured safety bv instant fli ght, . Among these was 
isn ibn Dinar, as wen av Yuhyft, who sought refuge iit 
Toledo, a city which hod asserted its independence. Others, 
however, were less fortunate, and seventy-two conspirators, 
including six ol the most prominent Cordovan nobles, fell 
into the hand* uf the Government, and were crucified. 

Next year, A.n, HOW, during H&kams absence from the 
Capital for the purpose of quelling an insurrection at Merida, 

1 Af. 3;l. JtjAnt*. I’Jitf \ntL-, 11 hi- £.h* (iambus oflen ;uiivfil ihitfr 

aitirf pfeciCD.i timaea. 
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tilt people of Cordova once more revolted. Matters Intd 
assumed a very aborning aspect, when the Sultau returned 
in hot haste, curbed the sedition, and beheaded or crucified 
the most dangerous demagogues. 

If these wholesale executions were not enough to intimi¬ 
date lIic Cordovans, the terrible late which not long after-* 
wards overtook the Toledans, showed them that Hrtkuin— 
whose naturally mild disposition was heroin iMg more ami 
more embittered by the rebellious spirit of Iris subjects— 
recoiled neither from treachery Ivor massacre if be thought 
them necessary for the subjugation of rebels, 

1 oledo, the former capital of the Visigothic Kingdom, re¬ 
mained by virtue of its ancient fame, the learning of its priests, 
and the influence of its metropolitans, "the royal citit’ ' 
in the eyes of the conquered people. They regarded it, both 
politically and ecclesiastically, ns the most important town 
ju Spain. It contained but few Arabs and Berbers within 
its walls, for the invaders hud settled rather im the estates 
ot the fugitive nobles in the surrounding country, Umis in 
the town itself. High-spirited and bravo, the citizens were 
distinguished by so anient a love of liberty that, in the 
opinion of an Arab chronicler, •* never were the subjects of 
any monarch so unruly mid seditious." The'poet tiharbib. 
who belonged to a renegade family, enjoyed vast popularity, 
m!, the sacred fire alive in Fiis poems and discourses. 

1 lit Sultan himself feared him. During G liar bibs lifetime 
Hak'am dared not take measures against Toledo; but on 
the poets death, the Sultan confided to Am ms—a Jlenegndc 
of 1 lueses—ins .secret intentions with regard to the turlm- 
leiit l oledans, adding: M You alone can help me to punish 
they would refuse to accept an A rab for 
t icir Governor, hut would welcome you. us u mini of tlieii 
ovvn race." He then unfolded lus design ; a horrible 
scheme which Amrfis entirely approved, ami promised to 
carry out. The slave of his ambition, this man regarded 
neither re h gum nor morality. Desirous, just then, of the 
ii 3ns support, he was ready to sacrifice his fel low-con n try- 
men ; Jatcc on. Mduttd by the idea of founding a principality 
yidor I'nmkKU protection, he was to betray the Sulim to 
the son of Charlemagne.* 

link am appointed Amrits Governor of Toledo (a.lh 8UTI. 
nm| at the same time sent a missive to the citizens: '* By an 
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act of condescension which manifests our extreme solicitude 
for your interests’’—thus it ran—“ instead of sending you 
one of our own clients, we have chosen for your Governor 
one of your compatriots," A mrfls, for lit* part. omitted no 
means of gaining the confidence and esteem of the populace. 
Feigning a warm attachment to the national cause, be lost 
no opportunity of avowing his implacable hatred of the 
Sultan, the Omayyads, anil the Arabs in general, and when 
he Fell, secure of popular favour, he said to the notables of 
the city: “ i am well aware of the cause of the disastrous 
disputes which have so frequently arisen between yourselves 
and your Governors; 1 know that the soldiers quartered in 
your homes have often disturbed the peace of your house- 
h«*ds, and have been a fertile source of brawls. Such 
quarrels can be averted if vou will permit me to buUfi at 
one end of the dty u castle to serve as n burrock for the 
troops ; you ivill thus be relieved from their vexations." 

1 rusting implicitly in their fellow-countryman, the 
Toledans not only fell in with Ids suggestion, but expressed 
u wish that, the castle should Ik* budt in the midst of the 
city rattier than in the outskirts. When the stronghold was 
complete, Aninis installed Ida tramps in :t, and sent word to 
llakaiu. who lost no (iine in ntflcTing one of the genends on 
the frontier to call for reinforcements, on the pretext that 
the enemy threatened an advance. The general obeyed bis 
instruction!;, and troops from Cordova and other towns set 
out under the command of three Visiers and the Crown 
Prince 'Abd-er-Rnhnian, then scarcely fourteen years old. 
One of the lieutenant-generals was cut rusted with a letter 
—not to be handed to the Viziers until they were received 
in audience by Amrus. 

Gpon reaching the neighbourhood of Toledo the army 
was informed that the enemy had retired; thereupon Amrus 
hinted to the nobles of the city that ns an net of courtesy 
they ought to accompany him mid pay their respects to the 
Crown Prince. This they did ; but while the young prince 
conversed wjtli ETieui. and strove to ingratiate himself by 
treating them with great cordiality, Amrils had » private 
interview with the Viscicrs, to whom the Sultan's letter had 
just been banded. In this missive detailed instructions 
were hud down, of which the sequel will show the tenour. 
since Hnknms orders were executed with the utmost 
precision. 

On rejoining the nobles of Toledo, Amrus found them 
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delighted with •Abd-er-Ilahmflu’s urbanity. “Of a truth," 
said one of them, ** it would d«> our city high honour if the 
Prince would favour us with his presence for a few days. 
His visit would doubtless tend In strengthen and draw 
closer the friendly bonds which already unite u§,” The 
suggestion met with universal approval. The horizon 
seerned cloudless; the Sultan laid sent a Spaniard to be 
their Governor; lie had granted them the liberty which 
they had long demanded; and the gnu-ions demeanour of 
* A bd-OT-Rulitnan led them to hope that upon his succession 
to the throne lie would follow in his father’s footsteps. The 
nobles accordingly 1 icggcd the Prince to honour the city 
with his presence. ‘A bd-er-Rah infill at first demurred, for 
his fattier had counselled him not to display too much cu^r- 
ness: hut, at last, feigning to yield to the solicitations of 
the Toledans, he suffered himself to be conducted within 
the walls of the castle, and immediately ordered preparations 
to be made for a banquet on the morrow. Invitations to 
the feast were forthwith sent to all persons, both in the oitv 
and its environs, who were distinguished either by their high 
birth or their wealth. 

N ext morning the guests thronged to the % tress. They 
were not allowed to enter in it body, hut were admitted one 
by one, while their horses were led away to the postern- 
door to a wuit their masters. Now in the courtyard there- 
was a great trench, whence the clay used in the construction 
of the castle had been dug. Beside this trench stood execu¬ 
tioners. and as each guest entered, tile swore! fell 1 For 
several hours this horrible butchery continued, and it is ini- 
possible to ascertain the number of the victims who perished 
on that fatal day, henceforth known ns the “ Day of the 
1'usse ; according to sotne historians they amounted to 
seven hundred, and according to others, to more than five 
thousand. 

_ the sun was high in the heavens when a physician, who 
find seen none ol the visitors quitting the castle by either 
gate, felt misgivings, and inquired o! the'throng gathered 
before the principal entrance what hud become of the guests 
who had arrived so long before. A bystander suggested 
that they might have departed by the other door. " It is 
strange.' replied tlw physician; “'t have waited patiently at 
the postern, and no one hath passed out" Then ns' his 
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glance fell on a haze which hung above the rain parts, he 
cried ; u Woe is me ! That reek asccndeth not from the 
baked meats of the feast, bat from the blood of your 
murdered brethren I" 

A t>Lmk Stupor fell upon Toledo, deprived thus, at a 
blow. oi all her wealthiest and noblest chastens, and no 
avenger of the Day of the Fosse was found within her 
walls. 
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CHAPTER IV 

HAKAM I 


T tlij massacre of the Day of the Posse made so strong 
«i impression on the Renegades of Cordova that they 
remained tranquil for seven years; but at the end of that 
time ihe lesson taught by the tragedy seems to have been 
forgotten—especially since Toledo hud again thrown oii'JJir 
yoke. In Uie Capital, the Renegades uud the Fatihs, who 
tijidy formed a closer alliance and mutually encouraged one 
niiothcr, grew restive under their master's whip The 
StdUn mud bent upon convincing tiiviu that a revolt was 
impracticable, lie surrounded the city with fortifications 
whieh commanded it. and continually increased the number 
ot his mounted body-guard—who went by the name of 
Mn !f’ «cy w«te negroes or other foreign slaves, who 
etui t itoi speak a word of A rabic. But such measures were 
mther pruvocative Ilian coercive, The hatred felt by the 
malcontents grew more manifest in words and deeds, 
esjwciaJJy in Uie southern suburb, which contained nu fewer 
IJjju i lour thousand theological teachers and students. Woe 
to the soldiers who ventured singly or in small bodies into 
,ts ,lBrraW " Hiding streets! They were reviled, beaten, 
p eri murdered Without pity. The monarch himself was 
insulted, \\ hen the muezzm proclaimed the hour of 
preyer from the minaret, Hokam-whose duty it was to 
SSfcft **S «** .“** custom an.* supplicatioit- 

A T . Watti "S cryfngout: ■*Coma 

to; prayer, drunkard I Come to prayer ! " 1W day these 

r<i r^ s* "Swa* *» raS 

n™ i th w Lred tllC!n: the y were mfrer to Ire found 
r ‘_‘ " if e ‘ " ,IWk of the lower orders went so fur 

,cul ; r T. Ir*® tl; “ T< -’ ^ &*** ami u. e 

™VJ.. . P pb !J detl Ult; T brawler. Hakam. who was both 
surmised and enraged tl.nt his royal dignity should meet 

rmi'fi?? ®3“. ld,roilts ' caused ten of Uic ringleaders to he 

S* tiUj -. on commodities which 
i fat itr had abolished. Rut nothing could bend the pride. 
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ftnd stubbornness of the Contovaus. Demagogues coni i mi ed 
to inflame their passions; moreover YithyA returned to the 
Capital, and by his sermons, and the magic of his fame, he 
intensified as well us directed the movement, A crisis was 
approaching, and an accident unexpectedly prccipitiilcd the 
outbreak. 

It was in the month of Rammh'tn (May 8I4>, J and the 
preachers were profiting by the fast to inflame the hatred of 
Uic people against the Sultan, when a mameluke one dav 
roc j nested an an noil rerin the soutlirrn suburb to polish Jus 
sword. ■■ Prithee, wait awhile,*' said the armourer, ”just 
now i am busied." “ I have no time to wait." replied the 
soldier; “do this instant what 1 bid th.ee." - Ah I dost 
tiinu assume such airs f ‘ exclaimed the craftsman disdain- 
tully; “thou sbalt bide my leisure nevertheless.* 1 -Wc 
shall see! ' cried the trooper; and with one blow of hit 
sword he stretched Lhe armourer dead at his feet. 

The bystanders, infuriated at the sight, cried out that 
the time had come fur making itn end of these insolent 
troopers and the debauched tyrant who hired them, The 
revolutionary enthusiasm soon'spread to the other suburbs, 
and a vast cymvd hastily armed themselves with all the 
Weapons they could lay their hands on and marched towards 
the palace loudly execrating the monarch’s soldiers, clients, 
and slaves, who knowing that they could hope for no quarter 
if they fell into the bunds of the insurgents, tied before 
them to seek refuge within the walls of the Sultan's palace, 

When from the battlements Hukain saw the multitude 
surging onwards like the waves of an angry Sf!ii* roanpg 
witli tempestuous firry, he thought that they might yet b* 
repulsed by a vigorous onslaught, and immediately ordered 
Ins cavalry to charge; but. to his great disappointment, 
the mob, far from giving way as he had lioped, firmly 
sustained the si nick and forced the trooper > to retreat. 

The peril wo* extreme. The palace, though fortified, 
was not strong enough to bold out for lung against the 
attack of the irfturgents. The defenders, though valiant, 
knowing that they would he ruthlessly massacred if the 
assailants effected an entrance, yielded to despair, Uikam 

1 An!i .'linifjirlfr% ttv lirau.vlr >1 intinitrn on tlii* imiuirlint (bto, MIM 
tfcn atiMIrrartiMi III am. IUB Bill! utFirn in ji.u. iiCi • the-c „|. 0 aiW fin.- 
Utter lUte luiwntt, inrniBUlnil li.it nK'AW.I.r nm| Jim Adkwft, r f„ MY (hat 
m»irv aWi KNijfUt mfti** hi Tolato, *♦ thus fax nfetlku fl.l-.m 1 ; but 
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alone, though lie also had lost hope of successful resistance, 
remained perfectly cool. Summoning his Christian page. 
Hyacinth, he ordered him to ask one of the ladies of the 
harem for a phial of civet- Thinking that he must have 
misunderstood his master's words, the page stood Irresolute. 
Ilnknm impatiently repeated the order: *■ Begone, sun of an 
tin circumcised father, lie added* “ and do quickly what 
X bid thee' ’ When Hyacinth returned with LJie phial, the 
Sultan took it and proceeded to anoint his hair and beard 
as calmly its though he were making ready to pay his 
addresses to some youthful beauty of his seraglio. Hyacinth 
could not repress ail exclamation of astonishment: l * Forgive 
me, my lord," he sutd; “but you choose «strange moment 
for perfuming yourself* Sec you not the danger ivhfch 
threatens us : " “Silence, rascal! " cried Ilakiun, once more 
losing patience; but when lie had completed his toilette lie 
added : ** How could my head be recognised among the rest 
by the rebels, if it were not dLstinguished by the perftmac it 
exhales ! And now you may bid Elodalr come hither tn me," 
Ilodair was officer of the guard at the prison of the 
Uotonda, in which lay many Fakilus who had been implicated 
in previous outbreaks. The lives of these men had thus far 
been spared, but now—seeing clearly that the Fakihs and 
the populace aimed at hk life as well as his throne—Hakani 
determined that the prisoners should not survive him. 
Accordingly, when Hoikir entered die gallery, the Sultan 
said to him: “At niglutall fetch these vile sheiks out 
id tile Rotunda, behead them, and tmil them to stakes." 
Knowing that if the palace were taken by assault be would 
undoubtedly lull a victim, and must then render an account 
to God for all Ins deeds, liodair shuddered with horror at 
Use idea of the sacrilege contemplated bv his sovereign, *■ 31 y 
lord," he replied, “ Id read lest to-morrow we may both lie 
in the dungeons of hell: in vain, then, will lie oi'ir woeful 
cries; in vain shall we seek to succour each other!" 
Nettled by these words, Ilakmii repeated his orders more 
imperiously: but when he saw the officer's scruples were 
insuperable, he dismissed him,and sent for Ibn NAdir.Hodair'a 
colleague. I hit Nadir, who was less scrupulous—or more 
su iseri lent- 'promised to execute faithfully his sovereign’s 
orders. Ifnkani then descended from the terrace fully 
armed, and calmly inspected his troops, reviving their 
drooping courage with glowing words. Then summoning 
lus cousm ‘Obuidaliah, one of the bravest warriors of the, 
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time, he ordered him to place himself at the heat! of ft hand 
of picked men, cut hit way through the mob, and set fire to 
the southern suburb, lie reckoned upon the inhabitants 
of that quarter hurrying away to extinguish the Haines as 
soon as they saw their homes blazing. While 'Obaididtuli 
attacked the mob in front, Hokum issuing from the palace 
with the rest of his men. would assail them in the rear. 
This iilan, which seemed to yield fair promise of success, 
resembled that to which Muslim's victory at Harm had been 
due — a fact which lias not escaped Arab chroniclers. 

Sallying forth suddenly from the gateway of the palace, 
’Obaididiah forced back the mob towards Lhe bridge, charged 
across the main street and the ltiunln, forded the river, and, 
joined by the soldiers of the Cam pin a—wlto had watched 
link mil's signals during the progress of the insurrection— 
proceeded to set lire to the suburb. As Haktun had foreseen, 
the inhabitants of that quarter, when they saw the rising 
Hatties, idem doited their position before the palace, and 
hastened to save their wives and children ; a panic thereupon 
seized the miserable crowd, simultaneously assailed in front 
and rear, and whit followed was merely u massacre. In 
sain did the Cordovans throw* down their turns and cry for 
quarter: terrible and inexorable, the ** Mutes'—foreigners 
to whom the prayers of the vanquished were meaningless — 
slew them in heaps, spiring only some three hundred persons 
of distinction. These they presented, as an act of homage, 
to the sovereign, who ordered the prisoners to tie nailed, 
head downwards, to stakes upon the river-hunk. 

Ilulvum then consulted he, Viziers as to whether he 
should pardon the insurgents who hod escaped death, or 
hunt them down mid exterminate them to the last man. 
Opinions were divided, but Ifakuin leaned to the views of 
the more moderate section, who advised him not to push bis 
vengeance to extremities. It was, however, dee it fed that 
the southern suburb should be razed to the ground, mid that 
its inhabitants should be ordered to quit Spain within three 
days, on pain Tit’ crucifixion if they delayed beyond that 
period. 

Currying with ihcin the scout remnants of their property, 
these unhappy folk, with their families, left the homes in 
which they hud been bum and which they would never re¬ 
visit, Journeying in small parties—for they bud not been 
allowed to depart in a body — many of them were stripped 
1 in the way by bands of soldi era, or brigands lying in wait in 
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ravines and behind rocks. When they reached Lhc shores 
of the Mediterranean they embarked—some for the West of 
Africa and some ibr Egypt The hitter, to the number of 
fifteen thousniul;cxcluxiveof women and children.landed nuir 
Alexandria without experiencing any opposition from the 
Government—for Egypt, iti chronic rebellion against the 
'AbbihifU, tv as at tinit time a prey to anarchy. 

The exiles seemed to hove no alternative to forming nn 
alliance with the most powerful A rah tribe in the country, 
i his they did; hut not long afterwards, feeling themselves 
vt rung enough to dispeme with the protection of these 
Utah twin, they broke with them, and in the war which en¬ 
sued were victorious in a pitched battle. The exiles then 
inadi' thermelve* masters of Alexandria. In spite of scv« tal 
attacks they held tins city until a.u when one of the 
Kiinlif Ma'nuWs generals forced them to capitulate. Tlierc- 
ii[)ou they decided to migrate to Crete, a part of which still 
belonged to the Byzaotuie Empire* They coiHiuert^l the 
isljind, and their leader, Abu Hafs ‘Omar oI-BaUfiti in 
native el l idis aj-lhillut. now Campo dc Citintrava), became 
lenmder of a dynast}’ which endured until a, a 001, when 
t rote was conquered by the Greeks. 1 

I he other hand of C ordovans, consisting of some eight 
thousand families, experienced Jess difficulty in lluding a 
new home. At the tunc of their expulsion, 1'rince Idris 1 
wus engaged in building a new capital-to be known as 
Irr- Aiui since his subjects, who were fur the most part 
nomad'., showed mi invincible repugnance to becoming 
cittmis, he endeavoured to attract foreigners. The exiles 
were therefore readily accorded permission to settle in' the 
< it; ; toil il wusat the price of ceaseless conflict. An Arab 
col .11 v 1 ront hmrwan was already established in Fez. These 
Arabs and the dcsceiidauU or the Celt^Roimns conceived 
an instinctive hatred of one another, and although settlers 
m the same land, the two peoples held themselves so obsti. 

1 “} ff lj l tc as thv four t«ntii century the facial 
Th.?r ml c l hvo . rutes *' ere ^^distinguishable, 

cullv nm I^l t ^^f CUpat,0nS ', t ! ieir cl1stM *l* were dhmictri- 
“ u ^ i tl,C '- *g** dcstiried I>crrna< 

The ***** were A 

a b,r nl' ; i ‘ 4M ’ ere farmers. The lntter earned 
a x.n subsistence, the former gained enough and to spare. 


* *'f QattiHifri, J/irrtj nr, , 
nmi^fuuUitb „jf ij,, y , h.Sj 
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In the eyes of the A mb—who loved good cheer, personal 
adornment, and general refinement—the Andalusian was an 
uncouth, niggardly churl. On the other hand, the Anda¬ 
lusian—either because lie was really content with the mono¬ 
tonous rusticity to which lie laid been accustomed, or 
because lie concealed under im affected disdain the envy 
with which his neighbour's wealth inspired him—looked 
upon tlie Arab as a fop who wasted hb substance on 
frivolity. Anticipating that quarrels and disputes might 
break out between the two colonics, Prince Mm kept tiiem 
apart, and assigned to each a walled quarter with iU own 
mosque, bnaanr, and mint; hut, notwithstanding this pre¬ 
caution, the Arabs and Spaniards Jived for several centuries 
in >i state of sometimes stiller!, but usually open hostility, 
*i*3 iiumv a time n plot of neutral ground, beside the river 
which divided the two quarters, was the scene of their 
affrays. 1 

WJiHc the Cordoifitis, alter having teen their fathers 
wives, and children shun, were expiating their act of insur¬ 
rection in exile, the Fulfills, though much more culpable, 
were pardoned. The revolt hud liardly been <niched before 
Uakain gave them proofs of his clemency. When the older 
had gone forfh to arrest and execute iho.ve suspected of 
having stirred up the rebellion, even if they hud not openly 
joined in it, the police discovered a Fakih, in hiding, jii 
flic harcin of n magistrate who was his kinsman. The 
Fakih was on l.lie point of being slain, when the Kjnlv, 
attracted by the outcries of his wives# rushed in to rescue 
him: but in vain did he endeavour to procure Jus kinsman's 
release by declaring that he had been illegally arrested : the 
agents replied brusquely that they had received peremptory 
orders am] were going to carry them out. The Kudy then 
1 1 unit d to the palace, und, having been accorded an and ten it. 
said: ■* My lord, the Prophet showed mercy to the Kurn-.li 
ilcs who fought against him, for he pardoned them and 
loaded them with kindnesses,. Thou who art of hb family 
might above all men to follow hb example." 1 U- then re¬ 
lated what had taken pi tire, and the monarch, touched by 
hb entreaties, not only released the prisoner in question, 
hut proclaimed an amnesty to the other Fakihs, most of 
whom had sought refuge m 1’olcdo. Their property was 
restored to them, and they were permitted to settle any- 
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where in Spain — except in, or near, t ordovn. Lven 'i ahva, 
wJ[i> had found Shelter among » Berber tritic, was pardoned, 
and having further been permitted to return to court. was 
once more received into the monarch s favour. Nevertheless* 
certain persons were excluded From the amnesty. Among 
th« N,- U':b I'rVEhiit, ail Aral) of the tribe of MtiftGr. This 
disciple of Malik, who was conspicuous as one of the boldest 
of the demagogues, lay concealed in the house of a Jew; 
hut at the end of a year, weary of his voluntary confinement 
— ‘Which the .lew had done his best to make us agreeable 
as possible — lie said to bis host: “ I purpose quitting your 
house to-morrow, though I have found within its walls a 
hospitality which 1 shall never forget, I shall go to my 
former pupil, the Vkier Abu '1-Iisssum, who, ! understand , 
has much influence at court. lie is under some obligation 
to me, and perchance he w ill intercede for me with that 
vutn" " My tori].’ replied the Jew, " trust not in u courtier, 
lest pemdventure lie betray you. Hut il st fear of becoming 
* burden to me lias led you to think of leaving me, I swear 
that were you to abide here- as Id Jig as you live you would 
not discommode my household.’ In spite of the Jew's 
entreaties, TfUlmt persisted in his design, and next day. at 
dusk, he gained the Viziers palace without detection. 

Abu 1-Hassiim was greatly astonished nl the entrance of 
the outlaw whom he believed to be a hundred leagues front 
Cordova. "Welcome I” he exclaimed, as he bade Trdlnit 
sit by Ids side : “ but whence comest thou,and where hast thou 
Vseen these many days?" 'Hie Fakih described liow de¬ 
votedly the Jew hud liar bon red him, and added : "And now 
I liafe com' to beg you to intercede for me with that man 
** Be well assured," replied the Viricr, ** ttmt I will do my 
best to guiii pardon for thee. This will not be a difiieull 
task, for the Sultan repents him of his severity. Lie to¬ 
night in my house, and to-morrow f will seek the Prince." 

Wholly reassured by these words. Tall»fit that night 
slept the sleep of the just. Little did he suspect tluit his. 
host, who Imd so warmly welcomed him, and had by his 
confidence taken such a load from his heart, ivies all the time 
meditating his betrayal to the Prince, Such, however, was 
the resolve which this crafty and treacherous man had 
formed when be readied the palace on the morrow, after 
having taken the necessary steps to render the escape of the 
Fakih impossible. "What thiukcsL thou," lie asked the 
Prince with a malicious smile, "of a bit ram which bath 
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been a whole year in the pen I” ilakani. thinking only of 
the literal import of the Vizier's words, replied gravely: 
*• Such gross meat is unwholesome ; to mv taste the flesh of 
an aiiimul tlmt feedeth at large is lighter and more nourish¬ 
ing'/' “ That is riot njy meaning, 1 ' replied the Vizier; " hut 
! Jmve'TjUhfit safe in my ho use,” "Of a truth X And 
hqw came he to fall into your hands “ By tin- aid of a 
few words of welcome.” 

flaksm thereupon ordered Talhiit to he brought to him. 
The Fokth, us lie entered the halt where the monarch sat, 
trembled with fear. Hakuui, however, showed no signs of 
anger, and said in a tone of mild reproach; “Speak the 
truth, Tallint : if thy father or thy son laid occupied my 
throne would they have grunted you higher honours or more 
favours than 1 have if When didst thou implore my aid for 
thyself or for others and 1 did not strive to give thee satis¬ 
faction ' Hoiv often when thou wert sick did [ not visit 
thet i When thy wife died did I not mt-eL thee at the dour 
of thy house ! Did I not follow on foot her funeral ? After 
the ceremony did 1 not return with thee \ And this was my 
reward 1 Thou sough test, to besmirch my honour—to pm* 
fane my majesty—ay. :md to shed ray blood 1" 

The Sul tail's words reassured Tfdhut, nnd, convinced that 
his life was in no danger, his habitual self-confidence and 
insolence returned. Hokum believed that he had touched 
his heart; but Tllhfit. ijuite unmoved, and too proud to 
confess his guilt and ingratitude, replied with haughty 
abruptness; « 1 cimnot do better than tell the truth': in 
lifting thee 1 obeyed God; thereafter all thy good offices 
were useless.” 

At these words, which sounded liken challenge. Hukam 
could not repress a start of anger; but immediately master¬ 
ing' his wrath, be replied calmly: “ When I commanded 
thee to he brought hither. 1 reviewed in my mind nil kinds 
of torture, in onlcr to choose the most cruel: hut now J say 
to thee; lie who hade thee, as thou preUndest, to hate 
me, command eth me to pardon tine. Depart—and may 
God shield tlieel So long as I live, 1 swear by the 
Almighty that thou siialt be held in honour, as heretofore. 
Would to God," he added with a sigh, “that the past had 
never been! “ 

Was it possible to tell the theologian more delicately 
and more gently that God never commands men to hate * 

. Tuihiit. however, pretended that he did not understand the 
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It^on administered; perhaps, indeed, pride was so'dor ply 
ingrained in his iron heart that he WwM not lUWa^tano it. 
No word of gratitude fell from his lips; lie replied only to 
the prince’s last words: “If the post had never been, lie 
said, ** it had been better for thee l' I his was to threaten 
the niOLiiireh with awful punishment in a iuture hre 1 J!jt 
lltikaiu, who was convinced that right was on his side 
rather than on the Fukih's. with an effort preserved his se f~ 
possession, and feignitij; not to have beard I dlnd s _words, 
inquired where Abu l-BassAni arrested him* " He did not 
arrest me," replied Tallint; “ I voluntarily placed ipywlf m 
his power, I dime to him in the name of the friendship 

which formerly united us,” “ And where hast lhon dwelt 

for the past year?" “With a Jew, in this city." I hen, 
turning to Aim 'I fiasshm. who had been a silent auditor of 
11 y scon versa I ion. H ok a m exclaimed in protouiul indignation : 
“ it was n Jew. then, who honoured piety and learning Hi a 
man of nn alien religion ■ He did not fear, in aflording him 
shelter, to expose to my anger his own person, his wife, his 
children. Ids fortune I llut as for thee, l hondesires*- to drag 
nn: ouec more into the excesses which I repent. Begone! 
and hence Forth never let thy presence pollute my sight! 

The treacherous Vizier was disgraced. Tulhut, on the 
other hand, ceased not until the day of his death to enjoy 
the favour of the Sultan, w ho honoured the Fatihs funeral 
by his presence, 1 

l fakain, as we have seen, though as ruthless towards I he 
artisans of the suburb as towards 1 lie citizens of Toledo, was 
merciful to the divines. IfuL the Fatihs were Arabs or 
Hcrbers. Hakam. true Arab as he was, used weights and 
measures of two kinds*. A gainst the vanquished inhabitants 

the country, whom ho utterly despised, he thought limit* 
less severity permissible if they ignored his authority ; hut 
when dealing with rebels of his own race, he willingly 
pardoned them. The Arab historians, it is true, have ex¬ 
plained otherwise Elakam's clemency towards the Fatihs: 
they attribute it to remorse of eon science ■■ It need not he 
dented that llakoiu—who was cruel and violent sit times, 
but whose IniuiautT sen Li merits always returned—limy have 
ia (fretted as ciimes some of the steps wh ich lie hiul taken *u 
imimenU of rage; such ns bis ortlns for the decapitation of 

1 l>n fiT-3K■ iLfji v^ :• fWr 1M- circum«tanLta] natmtlf*. Tii* tf»<liknyi 
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the Faldfas imperiled in the Rotottda: but it seems certain 
Unt the Omnyysd clients, who in writing the amals of tlieir 
patrons have made desperate elForts to rehabilitate the 
memory of 11 prince banished by the clergy to the depths of 
Ik- 11, hiyve exaggerated his penitence. If we are to believe 
Hakanfs own testimony, ns given in Llie verses which Jie 
addressed to his son not Jong before his death, he was firmly 
convinced that he had the right to act as he did. With 
these verses we conclude the narrative of 1 1 is reign: 

" .lim . 1 - 4 U‘(nr iisr ifi Jit* tiwtte t<« -rw logcil^r pKcv* of elnth. w i 
Iwvc Utrlf my aWbfll Lu rtiinttr n.y ilhulcd (m>v (put - , inr -difr [ f.iUH- t. t 
?• ili«n'iliuH uni hiii^ \mth [teen more Imtchit to mi- Mum 4 dir- 

1Ui’piImj rv d umpire. t\\k IJIJ fmittJrn If imjr pint- ii its thi- powrr of the 
CjjpfiTj they t*1FI iiihiwn 1 llNBjr! 1 ImjL ff ilu-y anawjprtJ ■ Vt-n 1' thither u -utsl 
nk dad in mj critrut^K mu! iwimJ In knniL Ask iiIki th<- bfcnijti ofinv re- 
In-llluu.. mljjwtt—which, Likr jgmmE*, Hr npou the plain gltmun^ in 
WW-biim ail tell ytia Lltrit I Him it t ihcni uj^uin itmi it^in. 

! J jmli-«trii-krji d tb?- nrhrU fled fur thdr live*, but I, rvrr iS my po*i p 
tebfcntd death., if l P|nf ( ( | iut t tlietr wivi-* mtl diihln-m 11 ^ fWnnsr 
thry tlimuncil my tumily Hinl myself: lit? ’•?Iso csmimi- -ivco^e initdli 
alfemL U* bib lunik U devoid »f fionuur, ami despised of ull men. What if 
shi r the cichniijy-j' of swiinJ-tJinub- J ra*dr them drmi dcatUy p>Lwm? I 
iliE'l 1 -ihV: rrjiny the ilt EiC vfhieb they lilid CCTO|>eilrt3 tnr. 1a cimtivnL Ofu 
tf 11 Milt ortrltHlk iIim. it becaiiflis di^liny it? 

" l^enodlu] Lh«:ti dm- the |iroviiiu& whEclt 1 inuut ihiwu tr* thrr, O tn? 
-im! They arc ft ornidi on which tlmti mriy*! n t- . umiJaturbcd : I Imm 
lukc^i at re that no rebel! I mi ihull t*reak In npm\ lhj nSeep," 

[Atmoamur AMfolr «wjm?iti r iT |0:u l; JUt. Adhfrb iL : -i.7^ 
Snwwl, up Vj.^4, l5(!; Mm Hlwtdflii, f T ; til f n ; h, 
f fi; Ihn nl^Abhir, op, ICfc-i; I Em til-KMi yjii t ff i^-4; Kmr£fa v 

|ip sfl-.^p ±\ Til -1 j KfwnltHni, p tf 5 U; \M p. 11 ] 


CHAPTER V 

■ABD-EfMlAIDLAN II 


"VJ EVER had the court of the Sultans of Spain been so 
_Li brilliant as it liecainc under Llie rule of *A bd-er-Jlahrn an 
II r the son and successor of lluktmi. Emulating the splendid 
prodigality of the Jv halite of Baghdad. the new- Sultan sur¬ 
rounded himself with a numerous retinue, adorned his capitfC, 
constructed at great cost bridges, mosques, and palaces, mid 
laid out spacious and beautiful gardens th rough which ennuis 
led the waters of mountain torrents. He was a lover of 
poetry, and if the Verses which passed under Ids name were 
not always of his own composition, he at least rewarded 
handsomely bU poetic eollaborntcmi. ‘Abd-er-Jlahmin whs 
of n dement disposition, pliable and good-natured to a fault. 
Even though his servants rubbed him before las eyes he did 
not punish them. Throughout his reign he suffered himself 
to Ik dommntcd by a theologian, a musician, a woman, and 
a eunuch. The theologian was the Berber Yahyft, who, ns 
we have seen, had been the chief instigator of the revolt 
against Ilukam in the suburbs. The ill success of Unit 
attempt had convinced Yuliya that lie was pursuing a wrong 
policy, and he realized that the theologians, if they wished 
to became powerful, should, instead of showing hostility 1> 
the prince, acquire influence by ingratiating themselves with 
him. Although \nhyiis haughty ami imperious nature 
stooped With difficulty to the rifle which he deemed it do 
simhlc to play, his unceremoniousness, his bitter frankness, 
and his churlish bluotness did him litt le harm in the eyes of 
the easy-going Sultan, who, although a student uf pbilosophv, 
had pious leanings, ami looked upon the angry outbursts of 
the arrogant Doctor us displays of indignant Virtue. 'A bd* 
er-Itnlimnn indeed tdternted V nliyii » hectoring speeches and 
even his tits of ill-humour, submitted with docility to the 
disagreeable penances laid upon him by Ida severe confessor, 
bowed his head before the power of this religious tribune, 
mid abandoned to him the government of the church, and 





IJ 5] ZIRVAB THE MUSICIAN 261 

the direction of the judicature. Respected bv the prince, 
upheld by most of the theologians, liy the middle class, who 
feared him, by the commonalty who>6 cause was identified 
with his own since the revolt, and even by certain poets—a 
class of men whose support was by no means to lie disdained 
—Vahy it enj oyed im mense pow er. N evertl i el ess he occupied 
no definite official position; if he governed all within bis 
sphere, it was by virtue of his reputation. At heart an 
autocrat, though formerly be had scouted despotism, he 
exercised it without scruple when circumstances called for it. 
The judges. If they wished to retain office, were obliged to 
iiocome his unquestioning tools. The Sultan, who sometimes 
felt a transient desire to free himself from the ascendancy 
Hjiiicli YahyA lmd established over him, promised mote than 
he could fulfil in undertaking to uphold the judiciary, 
Ynhyii crushed all who dared to resist him : and a hint 
from lii eli usually sufficed to ensure the resignation of a 
recalcitrant Ktidy. 

The influence of Ziryab 1 the musician was no less power¬ 
ful, but it was exercised in another sphere. He came from 
Haghdnd and was, it appears, of Persian origin. Me luvd 
been a dependant of the ‘Abbasid Khalils, and had learned 
music under The famous singer Isli/ik nl-Mnwrili, tine day 
Harirn al-Rasbld asked the latter if he had not some new 
performer to introduce. *' 1 have a pupil who sings by no 
means badly/’ replied Ishnk. “ thanks to the lessons which I 
have given him. I have reason to believe that some day he 
will do me credit." “ Hid him appear before me, said the 
Kbalif. Ziry/di had no sooner entered the presence than be 
won the regard of the prince by his courtly manners and 
witty conversation. Questioned by HArun ns to bis musical 
accomplishments, he replied : ** I can sing as Others do; but, 
b- yond this, i jxissevs :m art unknown to all else. My own 
peculiar style is intended only for a connoisseur so accom¬ 
plished as your Highness, If it is your pleasure, I will sing 
ti 1 von what no other ear has ever heard." The Klmlif having 
assented. ZiryAiTwns himdcil his master's lute. He declined 
it. and called for an instrument of his own making. “ Why 
dost thou refuse Isliak's lutef" inejuired the Kbalif. “If 
your highness lads me sing after my master's method.'' re¬ 
plied Ziryub* ■■ I will accompany myself upon his lute: but 
to exhibit the method which I Itnve invented, it is necessary 


* Mr Zajvjli ; t)ie lUiMtiti irf Alu l-Imuiti ‘All Llm X..iL 
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to use my own." 1 Thereupon he explained the principle on 
which lie Iwui mode the instrument, and proceeded to sing a 
song of lik own com position . It was itn ode in prills r of 
llartsii, and the Khalil' was so delighted with it that he 
bitterly a* prone lied Ishdk tor not having sooner presented to 
him this marvellous singer. Ishak excused himself by plead¬ 
ing, with perfect truth, tlmt ZiryAlj had carefully concealed 
his genius; and as soon as he found himself alone with hb 
pupil he addressed him as follows : " Thou hast shamefully 
deceived me in thus shrouding thy talents; I will be plain 
with thee, nod will acknowledge that I mil jealous of thee— 
ns indeed artists of equal merit, and who cultivate the same 
art. always are of one another, Moreover thou host pleased 
the Khalif, and l know that in a little while thou would^t 
supplant rue in ilk favour. This I could pardon in no man. 
not even in my own son ; and were it not that 1 have some 
ulTeetion left for thee as my pupil, I should not scruple to 
slay thee, come what might. Make choice between these 
alternatives: either depart, and take up thy abode far away 
from here, and swear that I shall never hear of thee again 
— in which case I , for my part, will provide thee with money 
to satis I v thy needs; or, an the other hand, remain here m 
spite of me—but in that case I warn thee that 1 will risk my 
life and all that i possess to crush thee. Make choice 1 " 
Xtrynb did not hesitate between the alternatives. but accepted 
the money I shirk offered him and quitted Baghdad. 

Some time later the Kh alif commanded I slink again U» 
introduce his pupil ■* J regret that I am unable to gratify 
your highness's desire,' replied the musician, 4, but Lht* 
young man is possessed; he confesses that the jinn converse 
wHh him, and inspire him with the melodies which he com¬ 
poses, while so vain Ls he of his talent thnt he believes he lut* 
no equal in the world* Since he was neither rewarded nor 
summoned again fey yout highness, he supposed tliat his 
gifts were not appreciated, and he has departed ill a rage. 
U here lie now b 1 know not; hut render thanks to the 
Eteroal.ray prince, that you are quit of tills man. for he 
was subject to paroxysms of frenzy, and at such times he 
was horrible to !■ “nk upon. The Khalif, though regretting 
the loss of tii e young musician who had inspired him with 
surli great, hopes, had to content himself witli Ishak's 
explanations, there was indeed a spice of truth in the old 
maestro* words: Ziiyiib really believed that in hisdreams 

' Z^-l . imprOTnroprt* «on>i»trd In th« tpltlfllmi of * flflli Urlnf to tin Iulo 
ua the uwr u| eiiifrj taJdiu litklcnd of wooden ].]|r, OT. 
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he heard the songs of the Jinn. Starting out of sleep, he 
ivoiih) spring to the foot of Ids couch, and calling for 
Gliaz/ahm and flindah, two voting inmates of his harem, lie 
would bid them firing their Jutes, tmd then tcacli them the 
air which he had heard during Ids sleep, while lie wrote 
down trie words himself. None knew better than Iahuk 
that there was no insanity in all this: what true artist, 
indeed, whether believing in jinn or not. lias not known 
moments when he has Wen under the sway of emotions 
hard to define, and savouring of the supernatural ? 

Jiiryfih set forth to seek his fortune in the West. 
Having reached Africa, he wrote to ituknm, the Sultan of 
Spain, to acquaint him with his desire to reside at. Ids Court. 
$0 greatly pleased was the Prince with this letter, that in 
his reply he urged the musician to betake himself to 
Cordova' with all sped, and promised him a handsome 
salary. Zirywb accordingly crossed the Straits of Gibraltar 
with lii% wives and children; but scarcely had he landed 
at Algeeints when he heard of Hakim's death. In deep 
disappointment at this news, he hud made up his mind to 
return to Africa, when the Jewish musician, Mansur, whom 
Makam had sent to meet him, prevailed upon him to 
abandon his Intention, assuring him that Abd-er-Iinlimtiii 
T1 loved music no less than did his father, and that he 
would doubtless recompense performers with equal liberality. 
The event showed that he was not mistaken. On being 
informed of Ziry Jib's arrival, ‘Abd-cr-RahmAn wrote to him, 
inviting him to his Court, and commanded the local 
governors to treat him with the greatest respect; further¬ 
more lie provided hint with mules, and sent him gifts by 
the baud of one of his chief cunucha On Ins arrival nt 
Cordova, ZiryiYb was installed in a splendid mansion. The 
Sultan allowed him three days in which to recover from the 
fpfcigiies of his journey, and then invited him to the pahice. 
■A la her-It 11 hm iin tagim the conversation by acquainting the 
musician with the terms upon which he was prepared to 
retain him at Cordova. These were magnificent: Zsryitb 
was to receive a fixed monthly pension of two hundred 
pieces of gold, as well as four gratuities every year, namely, 
a thousand pieces upon the occasion of each of the two 
great Mohammedan festivals,* five hundred at Midsummer. 

1 Thr t*fnt of ftserifira l,In ‘Uilii), w (imt Faifi). ufl thd Knilh <lity of 
'/A ’l-lfijjkli; and lTi» fettWal Unmkinp «f lie Font '"Jdn 'J-Frt*> no tk* *>**1 
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ond a like sum on New Veers Day, Further, lie was L« 
receive yearly two hundred bushels of barley smd one 
Hundred' of wheal, and tiiinlly lie was to have the use of 
several minis ions, with their fields and gardens, the capital 
value of which amounted to forty thousand pieces ol gold. 
[ i -vras rmt until after he had informed the musician of his 
good fortune that *Abi-CT-ltalunnn rerpiested him to ex- 
1 libit liis art. and when Ziryab had gratified His wish, the 
Sultan was so mightily enchanted with his skill that hence¬ 
forth he would listen to no other singer. From that day 
the Sultan lived on terms of the closest intimacy with 
Zirytib, and loved to converse with him upon history, poetry, 
and all the arts arid sciences—for the mind of tins astonish¬ 
ing musician was stored with extensive and varied know¬ 
ledge. In addition to being an excellent poet, and knowing 
by heart the words and airs of ten thousand Songs, he had 
studied astronomy and geography, and nothing could he 
more instructive than liis discourses on the different countries 
of the world ond the manners of their inhabitants. Hut 
what made no even greater impression than his vast know¬ 
ledge was his wit, his good taste, and the incomparable 
distinction ofhts demeanour. No one wos such u muster of 
sparkling conversation, no one had such an instinct for the 
beautiful, and for many-sided virtuosiLy; no one was 
apparelled with such taste and elegance, never was there 
anyone who could arrange a fete or a bainjuci os he could. 
Ziryab whs, indeed, looked upon ns a superior being, an 
ideal arbiter of fashion, wild in this respect he became n law- 

S ’ver to the Arabs of Spain. The bold innovations which 
i introduced were innumerable: he revolutionised the 
customs of the people. Formerly Imir was worn long and 
parted on the forehead: tables were laid with gold and 
silver vessels and spread with nnpery. Now, however, hair 
was trimmed low on the browi glass goblets became the 
vogue, and table-corerings of leather, 1 for so Zirysih decreed. 
He il was who defined the different garments suitable for 
the changing seasons. 1 and who first taught the Arabs of 
Spain that, asparagus was uti esculent not to he despised. 
Many of the dishes which lie devised were named after liim. 
In short, he was taken as a model in file smallest detail* of 

1 Th* Ene. Umatlit. iif J Uukkati (SL ISO) tfw* t nightly dUcnml rnrtfaa of 
SarjsiV* imiuTiiioia lu nutati 
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fashionable life, and by a fortune perhaps unique in the 
annuls of the world the mime of this epicurean exquisite was 
held in respect till the very cud of the Mohammedan 
dominion in Spain, linked with those of illustrious men of 
science, poets, soldiers, ministers mid princes. 

Nevertheless, all Lough Ziryiih had gained such an 
oseendaiii’V oxer ‘AlxFcr- Hflllnlfcl’s mind Ihttt people 
thought it well to address to the musician petitions which 
they wished to R-acii the Sultan's ear. He never seeniv to 
have meddled with politics to any great extent. He knew 
the world too well not to he aware that to discuss affairs of 
State, to intrigue, or to negotiate, w hile revelry was toward, 
were all evidences of the worst possible taste. Such matters 
he left to the Sultana Tariib and the eunuch Niisr. Turftb 
was a cold and self-seeking woman, a horn intriguer, and 
consumed by a thirst for gold, She bartered, not her love 
—for to such women that is unknown—but possession, 
sometimes for a necklace of fabulous price, sometimes for 
bag* of moqev which her husband would place outside her 
door when she refused to open it Ruthless, covetous, 
scheming, she was lumd tit glove with a man of like 
character—the treacherous and cruel Nnsr, The son of a 
Spaniard wluf could not even speak Arabic, the eunuch 
lulled ilie devout Christians as only an apostate can. Such 
then was the condition of the court of Cordova at this 
period. As for the country, it was far from tranquil, hi 
the province of Murcia there had been u war, Jilting for 
seven years, between the Yemenites and the Ma’mldites. 
Merida was in n state of chronic revolt: the Christians of 
this city were corresponding with l, o u is -1 e-Del mil n id re and 
scheming in concert with him . 1 Toledo was in a stale of 
insurrection, find in the neighbouring districts n veritable 
/ntyiteric bad been carried on. 

A few years after the Day of the Fosse the Toledans hail 
recovered their independence and destroyed the castle of 
Antrim. T11 order to recapture this pri/e, Ihikaui had once 
more resorted to"a stratagem. Setting out from Cordoui 
under the pretext of limiting 11 raid in Catalonia, hb pitched 
his camp in the district of Murcia; then, learning through 
his, spies that the Toledans were so far from thinking them- 
selves threatened that tlicy even neglected to shut their 
gates nt night, lie suddenly appeared before the waits, and 

1 K„r * Iltilrr Ir.'.Pii IjibI* In th< I (if UnitU, M*t A>i« nryro^a. 
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finding a portal open, he became master of Lite city without 
striking u blow. He proceeded to set bre to all the house* 
the upper part of the town. Among these houses there 
Vi as one belcmiritig to si young Hencgndc. llushioi *y uame< 
'Phis man made his way to Cordova in a slate of utter 
teStSSl To gain a 'livelihood he worked as a black, 
smith ; and n little later, burni ng with the desire of avenging 
his ij-rivate wrongs as well as those «>f !iss ft[low-citizens* m* 
entered into a conispimey iviLli the urlisans of 1 olcdoi nnd 
quitted Corikmt to return to hi* native town, where he 
placed himw ll ut the head of the populace, and drove out 
the soldiers and adherents of 'Abu-er-llidijuatt II (820J. 
Hush ini then began to overrun the country with his baud, 
pillaging and burning villages in which dwelt Arabs .or 
llerlers. Tlie marauders rapidly grew more formidable : 
artisans, jjensimts. slaves, adventurers of every kind docket! 
l‘rom all sides to swell their ranks. By * A lid-cr-Hah man * 
order, the Governor of the Frontier, Mohammed ilm 
YVasim. sent a body of troops against them, but the soldiers 
were repulsed, and” Tor u whole year the blacksmith carried 
on his devastations with impunity. At last, the Governor, 
who ilftd received reinforcements and who had been sternly re¬ 
buked by the Suit in 1 for his inactivity, resumed the offensive, 
this time with greater success. After u conflict which lasted 
for several days, the Ixuid lost its chief, and was dispersed. 

Toledo, however, was still unsubdued. In the year KiU, 
the Sultan ordered Prince Onwyya to lay siege to tlie- 
town i but the Toledans repulsed the attack of this general 
so successfully, that Onniyyn, after having ravaged the 
surrounding country, was obliged to raise the siege Mid 
return to Cordova." The Toledans, when they saw the 
enemy's, army retiring, resolved to harass it during its 
retreat.: but Omayya bud left at Ctdatrava a body of men 
under the command of the llcnegitde Maisaru, and tins 
officer, becoming aware of the Toledans’ intention, laid an 
ambush for them. Attacked unawares, they experienced 
n terrible defeat. According to their Custom, Muisnnts 
soldiers presented to their captain tile heads of those of tin 
enemy who had fallen in the tight; but love for his country¬ 
men was not extinct in the Renegade’* heart. At the sight 
of the mutilated heads, his patriotic sentiments revived in 
all their force, and reproaching himself bitterly with his- 
devotion to the oppressors of his country, be died » few 
days later of shame and grief- 
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Nevertheless, although the Sultan was able from time 
to time to inflict loss upon Toledo, he could not sulrdtic it, 
ho long as concord reigned within its walls. I uforUmnteh 
til) 1 : crime to ait end. We are ignorant of what took place 
within the city, hut later occurrences, in the year H7d, lend 
us to suspect that a dispute arose between C hristians and 
Renegades. A Toledan of rank, who bore the name of 
[bn MuMjir and seems to have been a Renegade, quitted 
Toledo with his adherents, and offered Ids services to tJrt- 
commindint of Calatrava (fiatij, They were eagerly 
accepted. By the advice of the deserters it was determined 
to invest the town and reduce it by famine, I Vince \ Valid, 
brother of the Sultan, being entrusted with the conduct of 
tli^ siege. The investment had already Lasted for u year, 
and famine had made grievous ravages W the town, when a 
messenger under a flag of truce, sent by the Arab general, 
arrived, and counselled the Toledans to surrender—pointing 
out that before long they must jierforcc yield, and that ii 
would he better for them to do so whilst hup' of obtaining 
favourable terms yet remained. The T (dedans refused. 
ITi fortunately for them, the messenger hod been a witness 
not only of their courage but of their destitution and 
feebleness. ( ^011 his return be urged the general to make 
a vigorous assault upon the town. \ Valid took this advice, 
and Toledo was stormed. June Hi, H 37, after having 
enjoyed complete independence for about eight years. 
Annalists have not informed us how the Suit an treated 
the inhabitants; they merely relate that ’A bd-cr-Rahman 
demanded hostages, and caused the castle of A writs to l>c 
rebuilt. 

During the dosing years ©f vlbd-er-lluhmAn’s reign the 
Christians of Cordova attempted an insurrection of an 
altogether exceptional kind. It is to this that we must 
next turn our attention. 

Latin dironioltrs of the middle of the ninth century 
furnish us with much information, not merely concerning 
this revolt, but ids© with regard to the mode of life, the 
sentiments and beliefs of the Christians of Cordova, and 
we shall now endeavour to reproduce faithfully the deeply 
interesting details which may oe gleaned from their pages. 
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CHAPTER VI 

c 

el;logits and flora 

O f the Christians of Cordova, many—and those the most 
enlightened—were far from bewailing their lot; they 
Milleml no persecution, they wen* allowed the free exercise 
of their religion, and they were content* Many of them 
served in the army, others held lucrative posts at Court or 
in the palace# of wealthy A rah nobles. They followed their 
master' - example only too faithfully— some set up harems; 
others became addicted to a hateful Eastern vice. 

Captivated by the glamour of Arabian literature, men of 
taste despised Latin authors,and wrote only in the language 
of their conquerors. A contemporary writer. 1 more patriotic 
than the majority of his fellow-citizens, bitterly deplore# this 
fact, " My fe I h> w-C hr istians' he says. ” delight in the 
poems and romances of the Arabs; they study the works 
of Mohammedan theologians and philosophy's, not in order 
to refute them, but to acquire u, correct nua elegant Arabic 
style. Where to-day can a layman be found who reads the 
Latin Commentaries on Holy Scriptures? Who is there 
that studies the Gospels* the Prophets, the Apostles? Alas! 
the young Christians who are most conspicuous for Lheir 
talent s have no knowledge of any literature urhtngutvgc save 
the Arabte; they read and stud}' with avidity Arabian 
books; they amass whole libraries of them at n vast cost, 
and they everywhere sing the praises of Arabian lore, ()n 
the other hand, nt the mention of Christian Hooks they 
disdainfully protest that such works are unworthy of their 
notice. The pity of it f Christians have forgotten their 
own tongue, ana scarce one in a thousand can be found 
able to mnijKKc in fair Latin a letter to a friend t Uut when 
it tomes to writing Arabic, how many tliere are who ran 
express themselves in that language with the greatest ele¬ 
gance, mtd even compose verses which surpass in formal 
correctness those of the Arabs themselves! ” 5 Predilection 
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for Arabic literature, sad almost universal neglect of Latin 
were.. 1 ft l- r all, not surprising, Thu works of the great |>ot:ts 
of antiquity were not extant in Cordova ; 1 theological 
treatises had little attraction for men of the world, anil eou- 
teniporan,' literature exhibited every sign of extreme decad¬ 
ence. Latin poetry was, it is true, still written, hut the 
rules of quantity having lieen forgotten, it assumed the 
form of rhymed verses/ in which accent alone was observed, 
and which moreover were composed in 11 style as slipshod 
us it was pretentious. 

More than half orientalized, the f lint,thins of Cordova, 
as a whole, therefore udapted themselves readily to foreign 
domination. Blit there were exceptions. National pride 
and self-respect were not extinct to every breast. A few 
finer spirits, who disdained to curry favour with the great, 
and to instal themselves by impudence or cunning in their 
palaces, shuddered with indignation when they saw their 
native city—which still prided itself on its undent title of 
" Patrician ’’—become the residence of a Sultan; they 
envied the good fortune of those petty States in the north 
of Spain, which, although involved in endless warfare, were 
free from the Arab yoke, and were at least governed by 
Christian princes. Very real grievances occasionally inten¬ 
sified these patriotic regrets. The Sultans now and again 
issued edicts which deeply wounded the pride and religious 
scruples of earnest Christians, For instance, circumcision 
was declared to be obligatory for them as well as for Mu* 
siilnians. The priests, above all, chafed bitterly* They 
instinctively hated the Mohammedans—and the more, 
because they held entirely false views with regard to 
Mohan lined and liis teaching. Living as they did amongst 
Arabs, nothing would have been easier for them than to 
learn the truth upon these mutters, but stubbornly refusing 
to seek it from the fountain-head so close ait hand, they 

] Referred to give credence to, and disseminate, every ridicu- 
ous fable. whatCMT its source, concerning the Prophet of 
Mecca, it was to Arab writers that Hutogius. one of 
the most learned priests of the tiny, tin ned for information 
reflecting the life of Mohammed. On the contrary, though 
doubtless sufficiently familiar with Arabic to read easily 
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historical works in tlml language, he relied upon n Latin 
marmscript which rhnncc hud thrown in tits way in a 
Monastery at Pamplona. From this lie learnt, among 
other things, that Mohammed, when lie felt his end ap¬ 
proaching. foretold that on the third day alter his death 
angels would come and resuscitate him. Accordingly, 
after Ins soul had ** descended into hell," his disciples kept 
watch diligently Iteside the 1«>dy. At the cm! of the third 
day. however, since no angels had appeared, the disciples, 
thinking that their presence near the corpse—which already 
exhaled the odour of corruption— perhaps kept heavenly 
visitants at a distance, withdrew-. Thereupon instead of 
angels, dogs came, 1 and began to devour the Prophet’s body. 
All that remained wits buried by the Moslems, who. to Jbe 
revenged upon the dogs, decreed the annual slaughter of a 
large number of these animals. " And such,” cries Eulogius, 
“are the miracles of the prophet of Islam I" 

Nor were Mohammed’s doctrines belter understood. 
Nothing was more natural than that 111? priests, nurtured 
upon ascetic ideas, and whose hearts Wire forbidden to 
vibrate in sympathy with woman 's love, should lie scandalized 
at the polygamy permitted |,y Mohammed, and yet more 
at his conception of a celestial paradise peopled with beoutifitt 
WUfis—but it is nevertheless remarkable tJrnt they supposed 
!m' touch my of MoliHmiiUfi tci have been in every respect 
the precise opposite of Christs, “This enemy of our 
.Saviour, writes Alvaro, “has consecrated to feasting and 
debauchery 1 lie sixth day of the week, which, in mcuiorv of 
our Lord s passion, should lx; n day of mourning and fasting, 
thmt preached chastity to his disciples; Mohammed, to 
his. preached gross pleasures, impure delights, even incest. 

I hrist preached marriage; Mohammed, divorce. Christ 

ty and 
would 

!j?la Ins Master—" Christ, has ordained that 
♦-* 1 * lliai ! s , t0u ^ hint sell aloof from tils lawful 

e , ohammed has dedicated such da vs. above all, to 
^>7’ Vct Alvaro, though he had but little 
v!d«ib5fi 0( 8 J! r Ilt t ourt ’ w doubtless aware that 
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tmenee during the month of fasting, 
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The priests hud, in fact, unbilled wholly false notions 
regard ing the Mohammedan religion. Those of their fellow 
Christians who were better informed, ill vain assured them 
that Mohammed had preached a pure morality; it was. lost 
Ebum*, fertile ecclesiastics persisted in ranting Nnmisni with 
Homan paganism, and regarding it as de\ i I-ticgotten idolatry. 

Nevertheless* the main mid of their aversion is to be 
sought, not in the Mnsuimari religion, hut in the Arab 
character. The Arabs, who combined a refined sensuality 
with vivacity mid good-humour, could not fail to inspire 
with invincible repugnance, priests whose hearts were fixed 
on estrangement from the world, on abject self-denial and 
galling penances. Moreover, the ecclesiastics were uu- 
dqjibtcdlv subject to frequent molestation. Though Moham- 
medal is of the upper class were too enlightened and too 
well-bred to insult Christians on religious grounds, the 
vulgar were intolerant—os they are everywhere. When a 
priest showed himself In the street he would lje greeted with 
a cry of“There goes the IbolJ” or with a ditty having for 
its burden a mocking eulogy of the cross, 1 or lie would even 
he assailed with brick-bats at the hands of mischievous 
urchin it. During funerals the priests would hear from 
passers-by the* imprecation: “May God show die m no 
pity!" while tilth and si ones would lx; showered on the 

i irneessian. When the church hells rang at the canonical 
imirs the Moslems would wag their heads and say: “Poor 
fools! thus to he deceived by their priests! 1 1 ow great f. 
their folly to believe the lies they arc told! May God’s 
curse full upon their deceivers I ” 

In I be eyes of some Musulmans. indeed. Christians, or 
XL all events priests, were objects of positive aversion; if 
they hud occasion to address them* they stood nt n distance* 
so ns not to brush against their garments. And yet the 
hapless men who inspired such loathing. who were regarded 
as unclean* so that contact with them was avoided ns with n 
leper, and who saw realized the words which Jesus spake to 
his disciples when* he said “ Ysr shall lx- hated of all men 
for my name’s sake”—well remembered that in the slays 
when the C hristian religion was dominant in the land, 
and fair churches arose on every side, their order was the 
mightiest power in the State! 
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Wounded in their pride, exasperated by the insult* to 
which they were subjected, arid impelled by a feverish desire 
for action' the priests, the monks, and a few laymen who 
shared their feelings, did not resign themselves to suffering 
in silence, Li ^ making empty vows, and to eating their hearts 
in impotent wrath. In towns sufficiently far from tlie centre 
of Moslem domination to admit of the standard of revolt 
being raised with some hope of success, these fiery en¬ 
thusiasts would have become soldiers; in the mountains, 
tlie life of free-lance* or banditti would have l>ecn theirs; 
but whether as soldiers in Toledo, or guerillas in the Sicmi 
dc Malaga, they would have waged war to the death nguinst 
the Mohammedans, In the Sultan's capital, where recourse 
to arms was impossible, they became martyrs. 

To screen themselves from the insult* of the populace, 
the priests did not quit their abodes snveju cases of absolute 
necessity. They often feigned sickness, and lay all day 
upon their beds, in order to escape payment of the men tidy 
poll-tax exacted by the public treasury. 1 Thus self-con¬ 
demned to long periods of seclusion, to a solitary’ and con¬ 
templative life, always introspective, they laid up in silence, 
and with a kind of voluptuous enjoyment, the treasures of 
their hatred; they felt delight in the doily growth of Llioir 
rancour and in storing their memories with fresh grievances. 

' tW sunset they would arise, mid n id in the solemn and 
mysterious silence of the night, hv the feeble light of a 
flickering lamp, certain portions nf the Bible—especially the 
tenth chapter of At. Matthew s Cospel—ur the Worts of 
the Fathers and I,ires of the Saints; these were, indeed, 
almost the only books with which they were acquainted, 
They read how Christ had said: “ tlo ye, and teach (dl 
natron*. That winch I tell you ill darkness, that tel] ye hi the 
light; that which 1 tell you in the car, that preach Vc upon 
the housetop. f send you forth os sheep m the midst of 
w-ol vcs. \ o shall be brought before governors and before 
kings for my sake, to testify to them concerning me. Fear 
not those who can shiv the body, but wtfb cannot slay the 
soul : tVnr Him, rather, who can destroy both body mid sold, 
casting them into hell. They read tixi in the pages of the 
Fatli sts that those, above all, would enter into the beatitude 
of the elect, who, when concealment would lie blameless, 

« tflanqilititf, V*l ntlUM, >»l »rn%nlU, ihcnui Itinnii mnw put 
rimiliua Milt'cn Wt IgUil i, fVr*'. tUrr du kaMu Cltr-■ .ill 

E*p. Mitffr. y li p, A3&). m 



U «J EULOGIUS 273 

voluntarily offered themselves tw martyrs, mid what diietty 
inflamed tin morbid imagination. 1 . of the priests was the 
example,- ot those holy men who had suffered persecution al 
the iiaritk ci I pngaus,, and who* in stem I of nmchiDg (Vom 
martyrdom, had yearned tor that glorious death. 'I'Jicir 
souK tJitilicd with a quenchless longing to imitate these 
heroes of the faith, objects of their tireless adoration. They 
grudged that they them selves were not .subjected to persecu¬ 
tion, and id all their prayers they implored the opportunity 
of performing some great net of laith, such as had been 
gr:ui[^I to so many other faithful servants of Cud in tin. 
early days of Lin- Church, 

l his hysterical ami fanatical party was under the sway 
of two remarkable men—EuJoghis, a priest, and Alvaro, a 
layman. Eu logins belonged to an old Cordovan family 
equally distinguished ftir its devotion to Christianity and its 
hatred ol Islam. J T hc grandfather of Eulogius, hearing the 
sanie name, when he heard the muezzins announcing from 
their minuets the hours of prayer, used to cross him self and 
chant the words of the Psalmist i 11 Keep nut thou silence, 
O God ; hold not thy peace I For. Jo. thine enemies make 
a tumult: and^they that, hate thee have Med up the head."' 
Great, however, as was the aversion of the family to Musub 
man 1 ), Joseph, the youngest of the three brothers of Eulngius, 
held an official post Under the Cm enmienl, while the other 
two followed commercial pursuits; a sister named Anuto, 
however, took the veil, and Eu logins himself hod been 
destined for the tonsure from his youth. Becoming a pupil 
or the priests of the church of S.' Zoilus,’ he studied night 
aiul day with such assiduity that lie soon outstripped not 
only his fellow-pupils, but also his teachers. Then, eager 
to learn more t him the priests could teach him. but fearing 
to offend them by divulging his secret ambitious, tlie young 
scholar without their knowledge attended Lhc lectures of the 
most tamo:is doctors of Cordova, especially those of tile 
eloquent. Abbot Sperntn-Deo, author of a refutation of 
Islam ism J and ofvm account of the death of two martyrs 
wh« were beheaded at the beginning of the reign of ‘A bd 
cr-RiihmSr If, 
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This zealous divine acquired n commanding ►influence 
over the young Eulogius, ’“>‘1 & Abbot "ho 

instilled into Ids mind that lifelong and implacable hatred 
of Islam which characterised his pujiaJ. 

In Spcm in-Deo's lentur^room Eulogms became av* 
ouuinted with Alvaro, a wealt hy young Cordovan of high 
birth, who, all hough not destined for the priesthood wu* 
assiduous m bis attendance at the disburses of the famous 
Abbot ami shared his convictions, Eulogins and Alvaro 
were well titled for mutual sympathy and affection: a warm 
friendship soon sprang up between them, and Alvaro, at an 
advanced age, when writing his friends biography, dwells 
with delight upon the days when he and ins fd low-student 
vowed eternal brotherhood, when they hung upon tlie lips 
t>f ike great scholar of whom Betica was justly proud, Hint 
ivhtn it was ihuir chief delight to indite whole volumes d 
letters and. verses-—volumes which they destroyed later on, 
despite the precious memories linked witli them, lest pos¬ 
terity should appraise the writers by such trivial traits ot 
youthful enthusiasm, 

lieeo ruing. in due course, first deacon and then priest ot 
the church of S. Zoihis. Euhigiux won by his virtues the 
esteem of all who knew him. It was his delight to frequent 
the nioniisterieb, and he soon acquired a powerful inOueiice 
over t,heir inmates: rapt in pious exaltation to excesses t>I 
devotion, he mortified the flesh by watchings fb. tings, 

and besought of God, as n special grace, to be delivered lr(MU 
a burdensome existence and transported to the blessed 
mansions of the elect. 

And yet this life of austerity and gloom w as illumined 
by one tender ray of human love: a passion chaste and 
■spotless in its dully simplicity, winch without being 
tfircetly referred to by EuJogtus, lie nevertheless all unwit¬ 
tingly confesses with "delightful candour. 

There was Lltcn living in Cordova a young and lovely 
maiden named Flora, between whom ami Eulogius there grew 
up a st range spiritual affinity. The child of a mixed marriage, 
she passed ns a Mohammedan; her father, however, having 
died during her early infancy, she had been instructed by 
her mother in the Christian faith. A keen aspiration after 
holy tilings had sprung up in the heart of the devout girl, 
hut her brother, & zealous Mosul man. dogged her steps so 
Unit she could attend Mass but rarely. This constraint 
weighed upon Flora’s mind: she began to scruple whether 
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she did not sin in permitting herself to be looked upon ns 
on Idamitc: was it not written in her cherished Bible: 
“ Whoso shaU confess Me before men. him will I also 
confess before My Father which is in heaven; but whoso 
shall di^iy Me before men, him will I also deny before My 
I- at her which Is in heaven '? Courageous, high-spirited, 
and during, she was moulded for indomitable resistance: her 
whole character was energetic, venturesome, and set upon 
extreme courses. Her mind was soon made up, Without 
her brother's knowledge she left her home, accompanied by 
her sister Ihddegntho, whose sentiments were in sympathy 
with her own. 1 he two girls found a hiding-place among 
the Christians. Tlicir brother's search tor them in the 
egnvents proved fruitless, but upon his procuring the im- 
prisemment of some priests whom he suspected ofluirbouring 
the fugitives, Flora, unwilling that Christians should be 
persecuted on her account, returned voluntarily to her home, 
and presented herself before her brother: “Thou hast been 
.seeking for me,” she said; 14 thou hast persecuted God's 
people on my account. Therefore l am here. And 1 tell 
thee to thy face, and that with pride, that thy suspicions 
were well founded. I am a Christian, Try if thou darcst 
to wrench me from Christ by torments: I will endure them 
lilll ’ " Unhappy girl! " exclaimed her brother, “ knowest 

thou not that by our law the penalty of apostasy h capital T " 1 
*’ J know' it well." replied Flora, “and upon the scaffold I 
will cry with no less firmness, ‘ Jesus, my Lord mid my Cod, 
overflowing with love for thee, I find happiness in death 1 ’ ” 
Enraged fit such contumacy, the Mnsuhuan ruthlessly boat 
his sister; hut Flora was possessed of one of those excep¬ 
tionally perfect organisations upon which physical pain seems 
to produce no effect, and her brother, seeing that lus violence 
was fruitless. endeavoured next to In Hue nee her by gentle 

S ersunston. This proving equally ineffective, he thereupon 
ragged her before the 'Kady. *■ Kody." said be, “this is 
my sister : she always honoured our sacred religion and 
practised its rite? with Bit, until the Christians perverted 
tier, and inspired her with contempt for our 1‘ropliei and 
with the belief that Jesus is God, ’ 4 4 Moth thy brother 

speak truly ?" drmanded the Kady of Flora. *• t allest tJvou 
that impious man my brotherr she replied. "He is not: 

* The puttittimriit of <i™ih fur fijhut^T .1** cttfHeJ ftut, (U Uw «*t <tf x 
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\ disown him 1 What he wiltli is a He. I have never been 
an Islamite. He whom I have known and adored from 
my earliest infancy is Christ. He is my God, and He alone 
shall be my spouse!" 

The Kaily could have forthwith sentenced Mora to death, 
but, touched perhaps by her youth and beauty, and doubt¬ 
less believing that bodily chastisement would suffice to bring 
back this straying sheep into the fold, he ordered two officers 
to hold the girl s arms outstretched, while the scourge was 
administered on her neck. Then restoring her. more dead 
than alive, to tier brother, the Kady said; “ Instruct her 
in our law: and if she does not become of another mind, 
bring her back to me."' 

Jfetuming to his house, the Musutman handed over lus 
sister tu the care of the women of his harem. To prevent 
her escaping a second time lie gave orders that all the doors 
should be Ac pi locked, and as his residence was entirely 
surrounded by a high wail, he deemed it unnecessary to 
lake further precautions. Burt a woman so courageous as 
Flora was not thus to be baiUcd, In a few days, before her 
wounds were fully lies led, she felt strong enough to attempt 
her escape. I "nder cover of night slit clambered to the roof 
of n building within the courtyard: thence she nimbly 
scaled the wail, and, slipping to the ground, reached the 
street without accident. Hurrying blindly through the 
darkness, she hid die good fortune to reach the house ot a 
Christian of her acquaintance. There she remained in eon* 
renhuent for a considerable period, anti It was there that 
Eulogius saw her for the first time. Moras beauty, the 
irresistible charm of her speech arid manner, her roman lie 
ud ventures, her imtliiidling fortitude under sufferings, her 
tender piety and mystic eMiUuticin, all combined to inflame 
the imagination of the young priest, accustomed though lie 
was to self-mistnist and seTf-rcstmint. He conceived for 
Flora an c sailed a fleet ion. a Jove purely intellectual, a 
love such as may lie conceived in the habitations of angels, 
where incorporeal souls arc swayed by sacred desires. 

Six years later Eulogius recalled the most trivial details 
of tills their first meeting; far from fading, remembrance 
seems to have grown more vivid with years, as these pas¬ 
sionate words of & letter to Flora testify: “Holy sister* 
time was when thou didst vouchsafe to show me thy ueck- 
ulj torn with the lash, bereft of the lovely and abundant 
tresses which once veiled it. It was because thou didst* 
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look upon me AS Ihy spiritual father, and deem me pure 
ami chaste as thyself. Tenderly l laid my hand upon thy 
wounds: fain would I Ixsve sought their healing with » kiw. 
hut [ dared not. . , . When [ departed from thee I was us 
one thaj walkctli in « dream, and my sighs ceased not." 

Fearing discovery in Cordova, the devoted girl, accom¬ 
panied by her sister Haiti egotho, sought concealment else¬ 
where. The circumstances in which Eulotius and Flora 
once Again beheld each other will appear in the sequel. 

[Animnmr«. Keltic;, .Vem AW*. ■ A pat Mart . lip. <iit H'iii . Alvar,, 
Ia die. litMiM. : Hi a, Eufog. „ Jinm-.. Aval.. EL r_ £ p l r 0; Ihn KIulEELLLi^ 
fjuir. %, (nl, WU#L)> p. 




CHAPTER VIJ 

THE MAHTYH5 01' C0ED0VA 

W HILE the Christum Zealots of Cordova gave way to 
morbid dreams and aspirations, fostered in gloom 
and embittered by inaction, iiti event took place to re¬ 
double. if it were possible, their hatred and their fanaticism. 

A priest of tlie church of S3. Ad sc I us. Perfect os by 
name, when out marketing one day. entered into conversation 
with some Moslems—for he spoke Arabic 11 ucully. After 
a while religious topics were touched upon, mid the Moslems 
asked Perfect us his opinions with regard to Mohammed and 
Jesus Christ. “Christ," he replied, “ is my Cod: but. as 
for your Prophet, 1 hardly dare to tell you wluit we Chris¬ 
tians think of him; for. were ! to do so, you might take 
offence, and hand mcorerto the Kady, who would condemn 
me to death. However, if you w ill assure tfle that I need 
have no fear, I will impart to you, in strict confidence, what 
is written in the Gospel concerning him, and you shall judge 
in what repute he is held among Christians." ’ 

*’ You may rely on us," replied the Moslems; ** have 
no fear, but tell us what men of your faith think of our 
Prophet, and we will swear not to betray you,* 1 

“ Know then," said Perfeetus, “that it is written in ihe 
Gospel, ‘False prophets shall arise, and shall show signs 
and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect' 1 
The greatest of these false prophets is Molmrmned." 

Warming to his theme, Perfecius then went further than 
he had intended, and proceeded to Umiieha torrent of abuse 
against Mohammed, ns living “ the servant of Satan." The 
Moslems suffered him to depart in peace; nevertheless they 
bore him * grudge, and i«mt time later, on seeing Perfcctus 
approaching, they deemed themselves no longer hound by 
their oath, liut shouted to the bystanders: “ Re bold this 
insolent fellow' * In our presence he vented such horrible 
blasphemies against our Prophet Quit the mast patient of 
you, had you heard them, would have liecn goaded to fury. ’ 
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Forthwith Perfect!*, “as though," to use the words of 
Eulogius, M he had overset u hive of bees." found himself 
surrounded by an infuriated crowd who flung them selves 
upon him and dragged him before the Kady with such 
precipitumey that Ids feet scarcely touched the ground. 
*- This priest/' cried the Moslems to the magistrate. *■ hath 
blasphemed our Prophet You will know, better than we. 
win at punishment such a crime deserveth.' 

Having examined witnesses, the Kady asked Perfectly 
what he hud to say for himself in reply. I he poor priest, 
who was far from being of the number of those who were 
eager for martyrdom, and who trembled in every limb, 
could think of no better defence titan a bore denial of the 
■jyords attributed to him, This was of no avail i Itis guilt 
was fully established, and the Kady in accordance with the 
law of Islam condemned him to death as a blasphemer. 
Loaded with chains, Pcrfeetus w:is thrown into prison, there 
to await execution on a duv to ho fixed hy the t liamlrerhoii 
\*asr. All hope was therefore lost for the luckless priest. 
:l victim of Moslem treachery, and imprudent reliance on 
a Moslem oath. Hut the certainty of approaching death 
nerved. Mm with die courage which had luted him in the 
Kady* presence. Indignant at the breach of faith which 
would cost him his life, and convinced that nothing could 
either save him or aggravate his offence, he avowed boldly 
that he hid reviled Mohammed; be gloried in his crime; 
Jit- ceased not to curse comprehensively the false prophet, 
his doctrines, and his disciples, and prepared himself i^r 
martyrdom. lie prayed, he tasted, and rarely were his 
eyelids closed in sleep' Month after month passed by. It 
seemed as though Nafif had either forgotten the priest, or 
whs deliberately protruding hb fl0OEy» Ihv CIiAroofcnJii n 
hud, m fact, with a refinement of cruelty, determined to 
postpone the execution of Per foetus until the festival—-lieM 
on the first of Shawwal—with which the Musulmans cele¬ 
brate the termination of Ramadan, the month *>[ fasting. 
That year (a.d.*890) the festival fell in the Spring, on the 
18th of April, From earlv dawn Cordova, which while the 
forty days of the fast lasted had been in the morning silent 
and'deserted, presented an animated and somewhat grotesque 
spectacle. The streets could scarcely contain the crowds 
which streamed towards the mosques* l he richer folk were 
apparelled in new and magnificent uttire; the slaves were 
. decked out in garments bestowed on them by their masters i 
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children strutted slung in their fathers' sweeping robes. 
Every igutrtmptid that could Ik? ridden wjls requisitioned, 
aiul bore on its hack as many persons ns it could curry. 
Every face was a picture of happiness; friends as they met 
congratulated and embraced cadi other. As soon, as the 
religious ceremony was at an end the interchange of visits 
began. Everywhere the daintiest viands and the choicest 
wines awaited the guests, and the doors of the wealthy were 
besieged by the poor. who. like a ilock of hungry crows, 
pounced upon the fragments of the feast. Even' for the 
women, confined during the rest of I In- year behind triply 
bolted doors, this day was one of liheriy and merry-treking, 
IV Idle Lheir fathers ami husbands were waxing glorious over 
their cups, they paraded the streets—with palm-branches in 
their hands and scattering cakes among the jKior—OU their 
way to the cemeteries, where, under the pretext of hewoiling 
the dead, they devised many an intrigue. 1 

lii the afternoon, when the Guadahjuiver was covered 
with innumerable craft, filled with more or less inebriated 
Mohammedans, and when crowds of the Cordovans had 
assembled in a spacious plain on the farther bank —ostensibly 
<n hear n .sermon, but actually to indulge in luldilioiial 
junketing—Perfect us was informed that, by the orders of 
the Chamberlain, his death penalty was forthwith to l>c paid. 
Perfect us knew that executions took place on the very plain 
where the joyous crowds were assembled at that moment, 
lie was prepared for the scaffold, but the idea of mounting 
it amidst a scene of universal merriment, the thought that 
liis punishment would serve as a mere diversion For the mob 
—a novel pastime—filled him with rage and anguish, * J 
prophesy, he cried, inflnmvd with righteous anger, "that 
i ns Nasr, this arrogant man before whom the heads of the 
nobles! and oldest families bow down, this man who holds 
sovran p' over over Spain — 1 prophesy that he will not live 
to see tlu 1 anniversary of tliis festival amidst which Ills 
cruelty hath decreed my death I ” PerFectu*, showed no 
sign of weakness. On bis way to the scaffold he cried, 

I * eA ' ,, “ ctirse your prophet, and l curse him now I 

I curse him as an impostor, an adulterer, a child of Hell! 

religion is of Satan ! The pains of Gehenna nwoit you 
all. Repeating again and again these objurgnthms, with 
a hnn step he mounted the scajjbld, around which thronged 
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tut eager mid fanatical crowd gloating over the decapitation 
of a Christian who had blasphemed Mohammed. 

In the eyes of the Christians Fcrfcctus hud become a 
saint. With the Dish op of Cordova at their head, they 
lowered jiis collin. with great pomp, into the grave where 
lay Lhe bones of S. .Vt-ist-Jus. 1 Moreover they ijpernly 
declared that God would exact retribution for the death of 
fus servant. In the evening, after the execution. :i bunt 
capsized, and two of the eight Musulniuns which it con¬ 
tained wen* drowned. Thereupon Eulogius cried, “God 
hath avenged his soldier. Our cruel persecutors hav e trans¬ 
lated Perfcclus to heaven, and the waves have enguiphed 
two of them, to yield them into thejaws of bell 1" 

% A further satisfaction awaited the Christians, The 
prediction of Ferfectus um accomplished; before a year 
elapsed Nasr met with a sudden mid dreadful death. This 
powerful eunuch fell a victim to Ins own treachery. The 
Sultana Tariib was desirous of securing for her own son 
'AlhJaJiah the succession to the throne—to llic prejudice of 
Mohammed, who, though the eldest of ^Ibd-cr-Hfthmins 
forty lire sons, fjjtd been born to him by another wife. Ilohoir 
by name. Not withstanding her great influence over her 
husband, Turu I* Imd nevertheless not succeeded in winning 
him over to her design. She t hurt upon turned to Nasr. 
whose hatred of Mohammed she well knew, and begged 
him to relieve her both of her husband and of Dohnir's "son, 
The eunuch promised to carry out her wishes, and thinking 
>1 expedient to begin with the father, lie had recourse to the 
physician Harrant, who hod come to Cordova from the 
East and hud speedily gained a great reputation and a 
considerable fortune by the sole of a secret specific against 
intestinal troubles, for each phial of which he demanded 
the exorbitant price of fifty pieces of gold. Xssr asked the 
ptofsicinn whether he thought it worth iiis while to do him 
a favour, and on the latter assuring him that such was bis 
chief desire, the eunuch Lauded him a thousand pieces of 
gold, and bade liitii prepare a very deadly poison known as 
hmti thiti•Matfik, 

Harr&nt penetrated Now’s design. Divided between 
the fear of poisoning the monarch, and Lhat of incurring 
lhe wrath of the powerful Chamberlain. the physician accord 
ingly prepared tlie poison ami sent it to Nasr, but td the 
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same time privately advised the Sultan, through an inmate 
of the harem, nut to drink any notion offered him by the 
ettnuch. Nasr presented himself in due course before his 
master, and Hearing the Sultan complain of his ill health, lie 
recommended a sovran remedy which he had learnt from 
a famous leech. “ I will bring it to you to-morrow morn¬ 
ing," wiki he, “ For it must he taken lasting,'' 

The next day. when the cimueh brought the poison, the 
monarch examining the phial, remarked: “Mayhap this 
remedy is harmful; make trial of it first yourself." Thunder - 
struck. but not daring to disobey, lest be should reveal his 
criminal intent—hoping, moreover, that ITaixanl might 
provide an antidote for the poison—Nasr swallowed it. As 
soon as it was possible for him to do so without arousing 
suspicion, the chamberlain lied from the palace, sought out 
ilarrani. briefly told him what had hapjiened, and implored 
him for an antidote. The physician prescribed goats* milk. 
But it was too late. The {joisoit was already burning his 
entrails : in the paroxysms of a violent flux Nasr expired. 

The Christian priests were ignorant of what had {Hissed 
at the feilai f. They knew, however, that Nasr hod died 
suddenly, and it was even whispered that lie had been 
poisoned. hut they knew no more. It would appear that 
the Court tried to hush up this baffled plot, in which several 
persons of high rank were implicated, and a record of it lias 
only come down to us through the curious revelations of 
u client of the Omoyyads who wrote at a period when it 
might be freely spoken of. since all the conspirators were 
dead. The priests, however, learned enough of the matter 
for their own purposes: the cardinal fact was Quit tire pre¬ 
dict ion of PcrfeetuS—known to a great number of Christians 
and Moslems who had been his fellow- ini son ers—had been 
signally fulfilled. 

Not long after these events, the harsh and unjust treat¬ 
ment of ii Christ inn merchant by certain Moslems still more 
exasperated the Zealots. 

The merchant in question, John by norite, was an entirely 
inoffensive Mian, luid the thought had newer crossed his mind 
that it might be his fate to suffer in the cause of Christ, 
Devoted to his business, he grew prosjicroiis, and as he 
knew fhat the name of Christian was no recommendation in 
the eyes of Moslem purchasers, be had fallen into the habit 
of invoking Mohammed when crying up his wares. ■■ By 
Mohammed 1 this is of Superfine quality. IS v the Prophet, (to* 
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whom may God be gracious), you will not find better goods, 
seek where you w ill 1” Phrase* such as these grew habitue! 
to him, and for a long time he Itari no reason to regret 
the fact. His rivals, however, who were Jess favoured by 
eitstoumrs, begrudged Johns steadily increasing prosperity*: 
they were therefore ever mi the watch for an opportunity of 
doing him an injury. One day, hearing hiui as usual invok¬ 
ing M ohammed, they said to him r “ Thou host our Prophet's 
name forever on thy tongue, ill order that they who know 
thee not may take thee for a believer. It is insuiFerable to 
hear thee swearing by Mohammed every time thou tel lest 
a lie I ’’ 

John began to protest that if lie used Mohammed's name 
it»was with no intention of offending Moslems, hut at lust, 
as tliL- dispute waxed hot, he cried, ■■ l will never again utter 
your Prophet's name, and cursed be every* man who pro¬ 
nounces it!” Scarcely hud these words fallen from him 
when he wus seized and home off tn the Kody amidst cries 
that he was a blasphemer. VVhen questioned by the magis¬ 
trate, John maintained that lie had had no intention of 
insulting any one. and that the accusation was due to trade 
jealousy. The Kady —whose duty it was either to acquit 
him, if he believed him innocent, or to condemn liini to 
death if he fielleved him guilty—did neither, fie adopted 
n middle course, and sentenced John to four hundred lashes, 
to the great disappointment of the populace, who protested 
that the merchant was worthy of death, The wretched man 
underwent his punishment, anti then, seated on an ass with 
his face to the tail, he was led Lli rough the streets of the ciLy 
while a crier walked before him proclaiming “ Such h the 
punishment of him who dares tu mock the Prophet 1” John 
was then boded with chain* and thrown into prison. W htu 
Eulogius visited him several months later, the scars caused 
by the scourge wen* still visible on Iris flesh. Not many 
days liter the Zealots, who hud long reproached themselves 
for their inaction, entered the lists. The goal of their 
longings was deiifh at the bauds of the infidel. To achieve 
that end they had merely* to revile Mohammed. This they 
did. The monk baac set the example. A native of C or¬ 
dova. the son of nohle and wealthy parents, Isaac had received 
a careful education. He was a thorough master of Arable, 
and while stiil ft youth had been appointed hl&ft ■ by *Al>d- 
er-Miiutn It. At the age of twenty-four. however, being 

1 StenHary : ie* Xfclinlum, til, (fin. tft&r Amt* (ifltfT). p, 237 n. 
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suddenly smitten W conscientious scruples, lie turned his 
back upon the Court and the brilliant career which seemed 
opening before him and buried himself in the Convent oi 
Tabcnos, which his uncle Jercmias bad built at his own cost 
to the north of Cordova. Surrounded by high mountains 
and dense forests, this convent, where a far stricter discipline 
WHS maintained that was usual elsewhere, was justly regarded 
:;s a hotbed of fanaticism, i n this retreat Isaac found his 
unde, his aunt Elizabeth, and several others of his kinsfolk, 
dl of whom hud delivered themselves wholly to the gloomy 
spirit of asceticism. The force of example, seclusion amidst 
wild and dreary scenery, fastings, watchings, prayers, mace- 
rations, long poring over the Lives of the Saints—-all these 
influences combined to arouse in the young monk s soul an 
access of fanaticism which bordered on frenzy, and lie believed 
himself culled upon by Christ to immolate himself iu His 
cause. He accordingly set out for Cordova, and presenting 
himself before the K udy. said : “ I am desirous of embracing 
thy faith, if thou wilt deign to instruct me therein." “ Very 
willingly," replied the Kady. who ryjoieed in the opportunity 
of making a convert and proceeded to expound the tenets 
of Mohammedanism; but in the mid-st of his discourse Isaac 
exclaimed ; ** Your Prophet hath lied, he hath deceived you; 
may lie be accursed, wretch that he is, who hath dragged so 
many wretches with him down to hell t Why dost not 
Lhou, as a man of sense, abjure these pestilent doctrines : 
Is it possible that thou believest in the impostures of 
Mohammed ? Embrace Christianity—therein lies salva¬ 
tion!" Beside himself at the unheard-of audacity of the 
young monk, the Kady opened his bps without being aide 
to iliter tv word, and shedding tears of rage, smote Isaac on 
the check. 

" What! 11 cried the monk, " dares! thou to smite fitxly 
own image -r For this thou shall one day render account, 

'* Calm thyself, Kady," said the assembled counsellors, 
“ l>c mindful of thy dignity, and remember that our law 
forbiddetli us tv insult even him who Imtlf been condemned 
to death," 

" Unhappy man,” said the Kady* at length, addressing 
the monk, ‘'perchance lhou arl drunk, or bast lost, thy 
reason, and knowest not what lhou snyest, Canst thou 
he ignorant that the immutable law of him thou so reck¬ 
lessly re vilest, condemns to death those who dare to speak 
of liirn as thou hast spoken ? " 
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•' Katly," replied t he monk quietly. ** I am in my right 
mind, and i hnve never tasted wine. Hunting with the 
love of truth, 1 have dared to sjh,:! k out to thee and the 
others here present Condemn me to death? Jar from 
dreading the sentence, 1 yearn for it; hiith not the Lord 
snid : ' messed nrc they whiell are persecuted for the tnilli's 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven f ” 

The Kady began to feel sorry for the ran at leal monk. 
Having dismissed him to prison, he sought permission from 
the Klmlif to mitigate the penalty in the ease of a man who 
was evidently insane. ISut ‘Abd-er-Rahmin. exasperated 
at the posthumous honours paid to Perfectns. ordered the 
law to be carried out in all its rigour, and to prevent the 
Christians from ceremoniously interring Isaac's body, lie 
further ordained that the corpse should be for several da vs 
hanged head downwards on a gibbet, LhaL it should then la? 
burned, and that the ashes should Ik? east into the river. 
These orders were duly executed (June ?i. 8.ih; hut 
although the monarch thus deprive! the monks rtf precious 
relics, the v made amends by enrolling Isaac among the 
saints, and by relating the mimeits which he hud worked 
not only during his childhood but even before he was 
ImmA * 

T!ie lists were now open. Two days after Isaac's 
execution, a Frank, named Sandm— one of the Sultans 
guards and a pupil of £ulogins—blasphemed Mohummcd 
and was beheaded. On the following Sunday (June 7), six 
monks, amongst whom were Jcreinius—Isaac s unfit'—and 
one HabentUis. who had lived in perpetual seclusion in his 
cell, apjKfari'd before the Kady and cried. 11 11 c rdsc^ echo 
the words of our holy brothers, Isaac and Suneho!" There¬ 
upon they duly blasphemed Mohammed, and added, “Now 
avenge yo u r accursed Projtliet! Inflict on us vour sharpest 
tortures! '* Their heads fclL Then Sisemmd. it priest of 
tlic chiiri'li of S. Aeisi-Ius, and a friend of the two monks, 
in w vision beheld them descend ifotn heaven and point him 
to a martyrs death. He, too, was decapitated. Ihforv 
mounting the scaffold he exhorted Paul the deacon to 
follow }iis example, Paul's head felt four days later 
{[July *Jl> A young monk of Carmona, Thcodyrnir by 
nnme, was the next to court successfully the same fate. 
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Eleven martyrdoms in less tlum two months constituted 
a triumph of which the Zealots were truly proud ; but the 
other Christians, who desired nothing else than to live in 
[tenet 1 , were naturally perturbed by this strange outbreak, 
which was not unlikely to arouse mistrust of all Chris Linns 
among the Moslems and to bring about a persecution. 
“The Sultan/' they said to the Zealots, “allows us to 
exercise our own religion and does not oppress us; to what 
purpose, then, is this fanatical zeal i Those whom you dub 
martyrs arc nothing of the kind ; they are suicides, Incited 
by priilc—the source of alt sins. Had they read the Gospel 
they would have found written therein: ' Love your 
enemies, do good to them that hate you.' Instead of 
reviling Moluiuuned they ought to have borne in mind the 
saying of the Apostle, * Slanderers shall not enter die 
Kingdom of God, The Moslems say to us; * If God had 
intended to prove that Mohammed was a false prophet, and 
hml inspired' these fanatics with the resolution the)' have 
taken, he would have worked miracles to convert us to 
your faith. But, far from this. God lias permitted I he 
bodied of these so-called martyrs to be burned and their 
ashes to be cast into the river. Your sect profits nothing 
by these executions, and ours is not haimed thereby. 
What folly these acts of suicide are!* How can we reply 
to these objections, which appear to us only too well 
founded i " 

Such were the arguments used not only by laymen hut 
by the majority of the priests.* Eulogius undertook to 
reply to them: and began the com position of his Memorial 
o/ fAc Saint* —the first book of tins work consisting of a hitter 
and violent diatribe against those who “with sacrilegious 
lips dare to revile and blaspheme the Martyrs.” In refuta¬ 
tion of those who dwelt upon the tolerance of the unbelievers, 
Eulughts painted in darkest colours tile annoyances to 
which tiic Christians and especially the priests, had been 
exposed, “Alas! cries he, “if the Church leveafeth 
herself in Spain like a lily amongst briers. If site shin cth 
like a torch in the midst of a corrupt and perverse nation, 
let not this blessing be imputed to the impious people before 
wham, in punishment for our sins. «t- are abased, but to 
God alone—to Him who said to His disciples. ‘Behold I am 
with you always, even to the end of the world''" The 
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writer then proceeds to accumulate quotations from the 
Bible and legends of the Saints to prove that not only is 
it permissible to seek martyrdom spontaneously, but that 
tl is !i work of piety, meritorious and approved by God 
Know ve," he says to bis opponents, “ miscreant h that ye 
»re, who dare to belittle the glory of the Saints, know ye 
that at tin- Lost Day ye shall In; confronted ivith them mid 
answer for your blasphemies before Gwll ' 

The Arab Government was, for its part, justly alarmed 
at tliis strange form of revolt; for the fanaticism of the 
Zealots was only one aspect of their character—they were 
also imbued with warlike ardour and an almost savage desire 
of political vengeance. 1 The pressing problem, however, was 
how to prevent these maniacs from committing suit*id 1 . upon 
lUc scaffold, If they blasphemed Mohammed, they must 
needs be condemned to death; on that point the law was 
inexorable. Only one device seemed likely to prove elllea- 
cknis, and tlial was to assenyblc *u ecclesiastical council, anti 
induce it to promulgate a decree forbidding Christians to 
court so*railed martyrdom. •Abd-er-Itahmfm adopted this 
course 1 he assembled the bishops, and being precluded 
f»m personal at tend n rut* at their meeting, lie appointed 
its his representative a Government official who was a 
Christian, 

fiulogius and Alvaro speak with the utmost horror of 
*' this trnibt this camptor, tins wicked, arrogant, ami cruel 
man, whose vices w ere only equalled in abundance by his 
wealth—a Christian only in name, who from the first 1ms 
been the detractor and inveterate enemy of the martyr*, 1 
They carried, indeed, their hatred and execration of the 
man to such a pitch that they studiously avoid mention of 
Jus name. 

We learn, however, from Arab writers that he was one 
Gomez, sou <_>f Antonian, son of Julian. 

Endowed with an active and penetrating mind, Gomez, 
who by til® unanimous testimony of Christians and Moslems 
spoke and wrote Arabic with remark aide purity and elegance, 
had gained the favour, bath of his immediate chief * A Wallah 
ibti Omayya, and of tlsc Sultan himself. If is influence at 
Court, at the period with which we are dealing, was very 
great. Absolutely indifferent in matters of religion, he had 
a supreme contempt for fanaticism, but he would probably 
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liave contents! himself with LumdiiugetMOTiuns turd sarcasm* 
nl the poor buds who insisted on losing their hem)*, without 
rhyme or reason, had he not feared that their folly might, 
entail upon himself very unpleasant consequences, He 
thought he could already detect in the demeanour of Moslems 
towards Christians a growing coldness which bordered on 
mistrust, and he ashed himself, with some anxiety, whether 
they might not end by confusing reasonable with fanatical 
Christians, and wliether in that case he himself and other 
Christian officials niighL not lose their lucrative posts, and 
perhaps also their savings. At the council, therefore, 
Uomez was not merely the interpreter of the Sultan s wishes: 
self-interest was at stake, and urged him to stein effectually 
the flood that threatened to overwhelm him, 
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CHAPTER VIM 


ACCESSION OF MOHAMMED 

Till IF. sessions ill' the Council opened under the presidency 
. 1 , of IteccidredL Metropolitan of Seville. I iomez explained 
Lite situation and depicted the fatal consequences which 
might How from the untimely zeal of the rcviiers of 
Mohammed, who deserved to be anathematized rather than 
unionized, since tliey exposed all their fdlow-CItmtmns to 
the dangers of persecution. He accordingly invited Use 
bishops to promulgate a decree censuring the conduct of 
the self-styled martyrs, and forhiddiug the faithful to follow 
their example. It seemed likely, however, that this step 
might in itself prove inefficacious, since the chid'Zealots- 
among whom is n login* was conspicuous—might have the 
audacity to censure the nets of the Council, and, despite the 
decree, induecsother simple mid credulous persons to blas¬ 
pheme the Prophet before the Kady. This was to he pre¬ 
vented at all costs, so Gomez further invited the bishops to 
imprison those persons whom they deemed dangerous. 

Saul. Bishop of Cordova, thereupon opened the defence 
of the martyrs. He had sided with the Zealots, less from 
conviction, than in order to divert attention from his own 
antecedents, which were far from irreproachable. Elected 
Bishop by the clergy of Cordova, but unable to obtain the 
Sultan 'a confirmation of their choice, Saul had promised 
four hundred pieces of gold to the eunuchs of the palace if 
they would obtain the sovereign’s approval. Tile eunuchs 
demanded tt guarantee, and Saul executed a duett, drawn up 
in Arabic, whereby he undertook In charge the stipulated 
sum vipon the revenues of the diocesan estates—to the detri¬ 
ment of the priests, who had the sole right to this income. 
The eunuchs succeeded In overcoming their master's reluc¬ 
tance to ratify the choice of the clergy: and Saul, to re 
habilitate himself with the rigid and austere Christians who 
hud nut ceased to cast his infamous bargain in his teeth. 
Warmly embraced the doctrines of the Zealots. At the 
Splendid "i'sc.juiv'. •>! Perfect us. which had given so much 
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otienoe to tin Government, the bishop had ventured to Lc.nl 
the procession of the ctefgy, and now In undertook to put 
forward arpmm^nts fumisHefi by I lit" Bible niul l lie Uvfis trf 
the Saints in justification of the fanatics Dpinioni His 
reasoning did "not, however, commend itself to tin- other 
bishops; on the contrary, they were strongly inclined to 
issue a decree in the sense indicated by Gcunest. Xevermo- 
less they found themselves in an embarrassing jwisitiOn; 
lince the Church of old hud smiled upon the suicide and 
canonized him. they could not disapprove the conduct of 
the self-styled martyrs without condemning in the same 
breath the saints of the primitive Church. N'ot daring 
therefore, to reprehend on general principles this excuse for 
self-destruction, nor to censure those who h:ul sought 
martyrdom in later days, they rewthed merely to forbid 
Christians henceforth td aspire to this huly death, Gofflet, 
who appreciated their scruples, was content with this de¬ 
cision—the more so since the Metropolitan promised him b i 
take severe measures against the fanatical party. 

The decree of the Coursed was no sooner promulgated 
ilmn Eulogius and his friends used it as an instrument 
against its authors. “This decree, they snid, “does not 
condemn the martyrs of the present year: Indeed, it con¬ 
templates an increase in llicir numbers. And what menus 
tlie prohibition against aspiring to Lhe crown of martyrdom f 
Its inconsistency with the rest of the decree argues that it 
was dictated by fear. The Council's approval of martyrdom 
is as manifest, as is its dread of openly avowing it. " 

These pasaooite and turbulent souls thus arrogantly de¬ 
licti the authority of the prelates. Rut they cither had not 
foreseen all the consequence* of their own audacity, or over¬ 
rated their courage ; for when the Metropolitan Keccafred, 
faithful to his promise, and supported hy the Government, 
ordered the imprisonment of the chiefs of the faction, in¬ 
cluding the Bishop of Cordova, consternation ensued. It 
was vain for Eulogius to declare that if he and his friends 
hid themselves, perpetually changed their-residence, or took 
to flight under various disguises, it was because they did not 
yet feci themselves worthy of martyrdom; the truth was 
that they clung to life more eagerly than it was convenient 
for them to admit. Such timidity was only too potent even 
among the leader*—“A falling leaf made us tremble with 
fear," wrote Eulogius—hut among the disciple* it was over¬ 
powering, Laymen and priests, who a tittle while before 
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had tar ished panegyrics upon Hitt martyrs, ehfing«l their 
vi civs witli astonishing rapidity ; there were many who even 
abjured Christianity unci cinlinscd [shnnUuj, In spit* of 
their precautions. the Hi shop of Cordova mid many priests of 
his party were discovered and arrested. ‘l’ht .same fate befell 
Etjlogius. He was at work upon his Memorial <>f the Stttute, 
when the officers broke into bis house, arrested liim ill the 
midst of his terrified family* mid holed him to prison. There 
tie met Flora puce more. ’ How she came to lie n prisoner 
tins now to be related. 

in a convent near Cordova there was a young nun, Mary 
by name. Site was sister of one of the six monks who had 
ifimittaucou&ly reviled Mohammed lie fore the Kady and liad 
been decapitated. lifter the death of her beloved brother, 
she fell into a pmfoumj mdaneholY* but 011c day a fellmv- 
irmiate of tlu* mom ent lumounccd Unit tlie martyr Iind *p- 
[ 1 eared to her and had spoken these winds; “Tell Mary my 
sister no longer to bewail my loss. For soon she will join in*' 
in heaven." From that moment Mary wept no more ; her 
mind was made up ; she would die the death of her brother. 
On her way to Cordova she entered the elm re 1 1 of S. 
Vcjsclns to pray, and knelt beside a maiden who was ad¬ 
dressing" fervent orisons to the saints. It wna f lora, who, 
in her ardour, had quitted her refuge and was also preparing 
for martyrdom. Mary joyfully con tided her resolve to her 
companion, 'fhc girls embraced, and vowed never To part, 
but to die together. " E go to rejoin riiv brother! " cried 
the one: " And 1 said the other. “ shall find happiness in 
Jesus I” Full of enthusiasm, they proceeded on tlieir wav, 
mid presented themselves before the Karfy. " 1 , the child 
of a pagan father/’ said Flora, “ was a long while ago cruelly 
Treated by thee because l refused to deny Christ- After¬ 
wards, in my weakness I bid myself; but to-day. full of 
faith in my God, l fear not to confront thee. I avow, as 
steadfastly" ns before* that Christ is God; and I brand Lhv 
so-called prophet its an adulterer, mi impostor, and a villain I 
*■ As for me, Judge,* exclaimed Marv in her turn, *'l am 
sister of one of those six heroes who perished on the scatfold 
Jiecuusc they derided your false prophet; and 1 no less 
plainly declare that Christ is God, and IhnL your religion is 
the invention of the IJctBI" 

Although both deserved death, the Kady, touched jjer- 
tmps by tlieir youth and beauty, had compassion on them. 
He endeavoured to make them retract their words, mid even 
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wtuen lie fount! His el Fort 5 vain, be contented hitnftelf with 

imprisonmg them. . 

[n prison the v werent first unflinching :iml stout-hearted; 
lllev prayed, ttotVri, sang the hymns of the t hurch, nod itt- 
dulled in Kscetic meditMions: Hut at lust their tortitude Has 
sapped by the Let Hum of their long captivity, bv the til* 
treaties of those who would save them, and. above all, by the 
menace of the judge, who knowing that they dreaded dis¬ 
honour more than death, had warned them that if they did 
not retract, they would He devoted to prostitution, Emogius 
was onlv just in time to support them. Agonising was the 
trial he had to face. To encourage her for whom His heart 
yearned with unspoken love to mount the senilold—from 
such n task the sternest bigot might well «w>l! And yet, 
ui from trying to dissuade Flora, or damping Her enfch us i asm 
and fuming her from her project, be employed ah bis rhetoric 
to strengthen the girl’s wavering courage. We may blame. 
Or lament, his blind fanaticism, but we must not hastily 
brand him as cold and callous. In spite of the apparent 
calm under which lie concealed its torments, his heart was 
wrung with bitter anguish.’ The impetuous aspirations of 
im ardent niid impression able soul were again aroused 1 love 
—if so we may name the spiritual bond which milled him to 
Flora —Jove wreslled wit 1 1 rouse ienee, Xev ert 1 leless, eupable 
of *iH(’rifiring all iu the cause which lie championed, he tried 
to check the tumult of his heart; and not wishing to avow 
his weakness, he sought to lienuitih his grief by spurring 
himself to a feverish activity. Night and day he read end 
wrote. He composed a treatise t« persuade Flora mid her 
companion that nothing is more meritorious then martyr¬ 
dom. He finished his Mcmir,rial of the Saint*,' and sent it 
to Alvaro with the request that he would revise it- He 
wrote a long letter to his friend Wiliesimi. Hi shop of Fnmp- 
ti mn. He even found enough calmness and detachment ol 
mind Lo compose a tractate on Prosody, In this his object 
was to arouse lhe dim nan l patriu Lisin of his fellow-citizens 
anil inspire them with a taste for that ancient literature 
which, in a city which had given birth to Seneca mid Lucan, 
ought to have been cherished as a national heritage. The 
priesthood under the Visigoths thought that no {lowers 
should be plucked or admired which lirni not been bedewed 
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with tlit; water of baptism. 1 but Eulogius believed that in 
the literature of the [tomans be bad found n weighty 
counterpoise to that of the Arabs, with which the Cordova] is 
were infatuated. It h;ul already been his good fortune to 
rescue 'for them Latin manuscripts couiprmug works of 
Virgil. Horace, And Juvenal, which he bad found in Navarre; 
and struck with t Ilf; contempt evinced by nil men of taste 
A>r rhythmical verse, be wished to instil into his follow- 
citixens the scientific rules of Latin prosody, so that they 
might imitate the models of the Angus tan age. 

Meanwhile his eloquence bon- fruit. Under it* glamour. 
Mom mid Mary displayed a firmness and enthusiasm which 
amazed even Ruing ills himself, accustomed ns be was to 
mystic exultation. He was prone to deify the objects of 
Ilk ml miration, and Flora in his eyes became a saint sur¬ 
rounded by a divine aureole. The Kady sent for the girl at 
her brother s request, and made one last endeavour to save 
her. but in vain. On her return to the prison, I'utogius 
visited her. “ Mcthought I looked upon mi angel, he said : 
** n celestial light shorn: round about her ; her countenance 
was radiant with joy; already she seemed to taste the bliss 
of heaven wry! will a triumphant smile sin- related to me 
the Kady's i] nest ions and her replies. As I beard the words 
Adi from Those Sip* succUt than honey. 1 strove l<> ronSrin 
her in her resolve by pointing to the crown which was laid 
up for her. hi adoration I prostrated myself In-fore that 
seraph form : 1 commended my soli to her prayers, and re¬ 
animated hv her discourse, 1 returned with a lighter heart 
to my gloom)' cell, - The day which saw 1- lorn and her 
companion perish on the scaffold (Nov, 24. 851}, was for 
Kulugius a day of triumph. “My brother." he writes to 
Alvaro, “ the Lord hath been very gracious to us, and hath 
visited us with great joy. Our Virgins, instructed by us, 
amidst bitter tears, in the living word, have won the palm 
of martyrdom. Having vanquished the Prince of Darkness 
and trodden under font nil earthly auctions, they have gone 
joyously to mtdH I he bridegroom who rcfgnelh in the 
heavens. Invited to the marriage -feast 1 >y Christ, they have 
entered the abode of the blewed, singing a new snug and 
saying: ‘To thee, D Lord, our God, lie honour and glory l 
For them hast snatched us from the powers of hell; thou boat 
mode us worthy of the joyful heritage of the saints; tlion 
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hast culled us to thine evrtllitting kingdom!' The whulc 
Church rejniinth in their victory; hut above all, have 
the right, to glory therein, for I strengthened them in their 
intent when tlieir hearts began to fail them." 

Five days Inter. Eulogtus. Saul, ami the other priests 
were set at liberty, Eu login* did not hesitate to attribute 
his deliverance to the intercessions of the two saints, who 
before leaving the prison to mount the scaffold had promised 
Unit when they came into the presence of Christ they would 
beseech Him to set the captives free. Said henceforth was 
submissive to Iteceafreds commands; Eulogius. on the 
contrary, redoubled Ids endeavours lo null Li ply martyrs, 
and succeeded only too well. Incited by him. priests, 
monks, ** secret Christians," women — all reviled Mohammed, 
nud were executed. To such a pitch did the audacity of 
these fanatics reach, that two of them, ail old monk find a 

{ rcitith, entered the Great Mosque, and cried aloud: ■* The 
dfigdotu of heaven is at hand for the faithful, hut for you 
infidels hell yawns, and it will shortly open and swallow you 
up 1" The infuriated congregation almost tore them to 
pieces, hut the Kady interposed his authority, and imprisoned 
the blasphemers. After their hands and feet- had been cut 
oft? they were decapitated {Sept. I o, 1152 t. 

Six days later, ‘A bd-er TUhiuiln died suddenly. Accord¬ 
ing to the account of Eulpgius, the aged monarch was sealed 
on the terrace of the palace, when his glance fulling upon 
the gild yets to which were fastened the i nut flitted bodies of 
the latest martyrs, he commanded the remains to he burned. 
Scarcely had the order l>een given before he was struck with 
apoplexy, and that night In- breathed his last 

Since * Abd-cr-Rahman hud not decided which of his two 
sous, Mohammed and ■ Abdallah. was to succeed him, and 
both aspirants to the throne were ignorant of their father’s 
death, all depended on the choice mode by the eunuchs of 
tin? palace. Those who had attended *Abd-er* Rahman 
during his last moments promptly locked the gates of the 
c astle, in order to prevent any rumour of the Sultan s death 
escaping, and summoned their colleagues. One of the most 
influential eunuchs addressed tlie assembly, ** Comrades," 
he said, * , nn event of the deepest importance* to ns all 
has happened. Our muster is no more." Thereupon the 
eunuchs begun to weep and lament. » This is no tame for 
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tear*,'* he continued; “ our bunenlatiotn can be postponed, 
The moments are precious. Let 11 s first guard our own 
interests and UiOse of opr fellow-Moslems, To whom do ye 
award the throne i " 11 To our lord, the son of our bene¬ 
factress the Sultana!" they cried with one voice. 

Tar Ah’s Intrigues seemed, therefore, to have home fruit; 
by dint of biliary ami promises she had won over the 
eunuchs, and t hunks to them, her son 'Abdallah would 
ascend the throne. But would the nation improve the 
choice of 1 he eunuchs ? It was doubtful, for ‘Abdallah was 
chiefly distinguished for the laxity of his morals ; his ortho¬ 
doxy was more than suspect, and' the people detested him. 
Tile eunuch Aim ’l Mofrih, a pious Moslem who hml made 
{ulgrifitagc to Mecca, wns conscious of these drawbacks. 
*■ Is the opinion just given that of you all I" he asked, 
“It 151 " was the unanimous reply, “In that case, it is 
mint also,” he went oti: “ I have a better reason than any ™f 

I ‘On to show my gratitude towards the Sultana, f<ir slit has 
iivished more favours upon me than on others. Neverthe¬ 
less this is n mutter which calls for oar mature consideration: 
for if we elect 'Abdullah, our power in Spain is at an cud. 
Henceforth, when ive walk in the streets we shall be reviled. 
‘Accursed he these eunuchs, who, when they might have 
conferred the throne upon the best of princes, chose the 
worst 1 Such is the accusation which will assail our curs. 
Ye know 'Abdallah, and ye know his associates. If he 
ascends the throne what dangerous innovation* must not 
Moslems look for 1 Religion will be imperilled! lie* 
member tlmt ye will Ik? called to account for your choice, 
not only by men, hut hy God Himself! " 

These words, which were indisputably true, made a pm* 
found impression upon the assembly. Already half con¬ 
vinced, they asked Abu TMofrih to nominate bw candidate. 
*' l pro[K>se Mohammed,’’ he Said: “ a devout man of 
irreproachable morality/ 1 "That may be," repJjed the 
eunuchs; “but lie is niggardly and austere." “You call 
him niggardly,” *said Abu '1-MdVili. “hut bow can, ho who 
hath naught to give show hi* liberality t When he reign*, 
and is master of the public treasury, he will show you hi* 
gratitude; be well assured of that! " 

Abu l-Mofrili s counsel having prevailed, all present 
swore 11 pou l he Koran to acknowledge Mohammed : and the 
two eunuchs Sad fin and Kf.sini, who to curry favour with 
. Tsriib hud been hitherto the most anient supporters of 









[H.* 


296 SPANISH ISLAM 

•A lid Jill ah's candidature. henceforth thought «f nothing ex¬ 
cept how to make peace with his rival, Kasim begged Ilk 
colleagues to intercede Ibr him. and this they promised to 
do ; while Sudim was given the privilege of announcing to 
Mohammed li!< accession to the throne. 

As it was yet night, uiid the city gules were shut. Sndnn 
took with him the keys of Hie Bridge i iafce—Mohammed's 
palace Iwing situated on the opposite hank o| tlic riser. 
To reach the bridge it was necessary to pass through 
•Aiidalhdi's palace, where all were awoke anti indulging in 
the usiiiil revelry: however, since no suspicions had 1 >wii 
aroused. Hcuh'm found no difficulty in gaining admission, 
after which he crossed the bridge and reached .Mohammed's 
dwelling. The Prince had already risen, and wax 11 1 the 
bath, when he was informed that Sad no desired to speak 
with him. Quitting the hath, he dressed and ordered the 
eunuch to lie introduced. *’ What brings you here so early, 
SaJun ?" he asked. “ I conic,” replied Sudan. to announce 
that we. Ihe eunuchs of the palm e. have elected you as your 
father's surn 'Mir. Hi Is dead; may his soul rest with tiud I 
Behold his ring I ** 

Mohammed could not credit Saduuk woyds. Hr.- sn^ 
ported that hi-, brother wax already on the throne, and had 
sent tin: t-uuuch to assassinate him. Intent only on saving 
his life, he cried: “ Sadtlti, spare me, as you fear tiod 1 I 
know that you arc my enemy: but will you shed my blood ( 

If needs be, i will quit Spain: the world is wide! I will 
seek some place afar otF. where I may live without giving 
umbrage to my brother.'* Sad 11 u found great difficulty in 
reassuring the I Vi net: and persuading him that he hud sjKtkvn 
the simple truth. At length ins solemn protestations pre¬ 
vailed. rind he added; “ You arc astonished that I have been 
chosen Lo bring you these tidings; but 1 entreated mV 
comrades to make me their messenger, in the hope that you 
would pardon my past conduct” " May (ind pardon thee 
as I do 1” cried Mohammed : * and now I will summon my 
chamWlam, Mohammed ibn MusA, and Tve will concert 
measures together ” 

In listing circumstances the most important step for 
Mohammed to take was to gain possession of the Sultan s 
palace; this achieved, his brother would not dare to dispute 
his right to t he throne, an d he himself would lx.- universally 
acknowledged, But how could he pass through ‘Abdallah's 
dwelling without raising suspicions t There by Lhe di/li- . 
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fdlty. It the guards saw Mohammed enter ul such an 
early* hour, they might guess the truth, mu) bnr his progress. 
The chamberlain, on being consulted by his master, suggested 
calling in the assistance of the prefect Yusuf ibn liaslJ. who 
had l lime 1 turn] red men ut Ills comm and- Mis nil vice was 
taken, hut Yitauf, 011 learning how mutters stood, deemed if 
prudent to lie neutral, and declined to place his agents nt 
Mohammed's disposal, " I will not intervene,” Jit said .* f in 
a contest for the throne : but we clients will oVh v him who 
becomes master of the palace," 

Rv' ijmingtof hel’rmc' .the chamberlain reported Viisnf s 
answer, mid added : ** To win nil, somewhat must lie risked 1 
l have n suggestion to moke. You know, my lord, that 
ygur father often sent for your daughter, and ! used to 
conduct her to his palace. Assume, therefore, .1 woman's 
attire; wc will pas* you off as your own daughter, and by 
<1 oil's help, all will go well," The scheme was adopted ; ail 
three were mounted on horseback—Sad Cm riding first, and 
Mohammed and the chamberlain following, the former clad 
as a woman and heavily veiled. On reaching 'Abdallah's 
palace they heard within singers mid instruments of music, 
mid Mohammed whispered 1 ills verse from nrj ancient poet: 
** Happy be wc in our quest, as ye in your heart's desire f 
The guards were carousing in a clumber above the gate¬ 
way when they heard the cavalcade approach. One of them 
descended to open the doors and challenged Sudi'm with: 
■* Who goes there?” 41 Silence, thou prying rascal?" re¬ 
plied Sudun. “and show more respect for n lady?" The 
soldier had no suspicions, and admitted the party. Shutting 
the doors, he returned to Ids comrades nnd told them that 
Mohammed’s daughter had just passed through, with Sad flit 
and her father's chum her lain. 

Believing the main difficulty to liave been overcome, 
Molnuiimed sntd to his chamberlain: “Remain hero: I will 
soon send you assistance; and then take heed that no one 
leaves this palace. lie then proceeded with Sndiin only. 
The eunuch knotted at the gate of the palace where the 
old monarch lay dead. The imrtcr opened it. 4 * I# this 
lady Mohammed* daughter f' he asked incredulously. 
*' AVuurwIly," replied SadVin. " That is strange,” replied Lite 
porter: " 1 have often seen her arrive at tin - gate, and die 
always seemed much smaller than this person. Thou art 
deceiving me, Ssuliiii; and 1 swear that nobody who W 
-Unknown to me shall enter tins door. Let the woman lift 
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her veil, or Inke herself offr “What!" ent-d Sadiin, 
.* draft thou insult u primes*?” " Whether she he one I 
know nut : but I repeat that if she ihowetli not her face 
she shall not enter." Seeing that the porter was obdurate. 
Mohammed raised his veil- It is I." he said : “ and l am 
here because my father is dead. 1 “In that case,” replied 
the porter. “ the matter is a graver one than I supposed. 
But thou shaft not enter this doorway, my lord, until I as¬ 
certain whether thy father be alive nr dead " “ Follow me,” 
said Sinliiu, “and* thou shall he convinced.” The porter 
closed the door, and leaving Mohammed outside, he n- 
< -am 11 ‘i tried Sad Liu to die death-chamber, where beholding 
li," 'siiiSn-K con«e. t* Ac, I tears, ami tuminR tr. Sulim 
said: ■* Thou hast spoken truth, and t nin at thine orders. 
Then opening the gate he kissed Mohammed's hand and 
cried; ■* Enter, my prim* 1 May Ck-d grant to thee good 
fortune, and through thee to all Moslems ! 

Mohammed immediately caused the oath of allegiance 
to be administered to alt tlie high officers of the State, mid 
took the necessary steps to make any resistance on Ins 
brother's part useless; and as tlie first rays of dawn silvered 
the peaks of the Sierra Morelia, ford ova 1 aimed that she 
had a new master. 

|AtTiiuWT»i: Eulai;,. ; Dm- atari. Ep».; Alvar,. I'-pj ’- , 

i U. tntog. i I hn rtl-Kfltijya, ff. &-3.] 








CHAPTER IX 
kmiua'h: or mohammed 

T HE new monarch was narrow-minded, mid of a cold 
»u<l selfish disposition 1 le evinced. as we have seen, 
no griefat his Others death \ indeed, he rejoiced at it, and 
took no puliis to conceal Ills sentiment'* on the subject* 
One evening, after spending the tiny in revelfy at Tlosufa. 1 
a‘delightful country house of his near Cordova. Mdinmnu d 
rode buck to the Capital w ith his favouriteHisUini. Healed 
u itJi wine, they were chatting discursively, when u gloomy 
thought passed Uirough Hitshun's mind: “ 0 descendant < t 
Mie Khaiife." lie cried. " how fair this world would be if 
death were not!' 1 “What an inept observation ‘" replied 
Mohammed ; ■■ If death were not. I should not he reigning; 
Death is an excellent thing: my predecessor is dead, and 1 
am on the throne 1" 

The eunuchs, when they demurred to elec ting Mohammed 
on the ground that lie was miserly, bad not misjudged his 
diameter. He began by reducing the salaries of olTjciais 
uiid the pay of the soldier*. He next dismissed bis father** 
veteran ministers nml gave their posts to young and in¬ 
experienced men. oh the undents tiding that part of their 
emoluments should find its w ay into tlte Sultan s privv purse. 
He dealt with all financial matter* personally .andwith minute 
and pedantic exactitude. In auditing nnaccount amounting 
to a hundred thousand pieces of gold, lie would w rangle wit I s 
the treasury clerks over a dirhem. He was universally de¬ 
spised, or listed, for Ids parsimony: the hakihs alone, still 
exasperated at the audacity of the martyrs who had timed In 
blaspheme the Piuplict in 'the Great Mosque, supported him 
became they believed him to be devout anti an enemy of the 
Christians.' Mohammed in ibis respect fully answered their 
expectations. On the day of his accession he d i smis sed all 
the Christian officials and soldiers—except Guuicz, whose 
religious indifference he knew, mid whose talents lie appre¬ 
ciated, The Sultan s tolerant predecessors had shut their 

* 1 TM mmkff, *!*», ef m pi I&*« HUH- ftimitriM. 
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eyes wlwn thy Cllristinlis CnSuged tlicir old etarehra Of 
til lilt FUJW omr> ; blit MfibultlMlfriX wllO dut^ttWIlCu to iipjiU 
tiic Moslem (Wilt all its rigour, ordered &H that hMl been 
built since the conquest to be pulled down. I u please their 
master, and insatiate themselves with him, the zealous 
ministers exceeded their instructions, mid not Oolj caused 
churches which had stood for three centuries to te de¬ 
molished. but set on foot a cruel persecution of the Christians. 
In consequence of this, many Christians — indeed, the majority 
|f tix- ait; to lailieve Eulogius and Alvaro—abjured \heir 
faith, Gomez had set them an example. He had for 
seVef&J years been virtual Utfad of tlie C JianeeUery dtiting 
the long illness of the Chancellor ‘Abdullah ibn Omayyu* 
Upon the dcatli of the Utter, having heard that the Sul ten 
had remarked : u If Gomez ware of our religion t would 
gladly appoint him Chancellor, * Gomez declared bnDsclf u 
Moslem, and obtained the coveted dignity. While a Chris¬ 
tian he had scarcely ever attended divine services but ns a 
Moslem he observed nil religious practices so punctiliously 
that the Fnkihs pointed him out as a model of piety, and 
dubbed him "the turtle-dove of the Mosque." 1 

In Toledo the effects of the Sul ten's intolerance were 
widely different. Three or four years before, Eulogius, 
returning from a journey in Navaire, had spent several days 
in that city, where he was hospitably received by the pious 
Metropolitan, WistKUiir. Illicit* was good reason to believe 
that Ik? took the opportunity of exciting the hatred of the 
Toledans against the Arab Government by painting in sombre 
colours the wretched condition of the Christians in Cordova ; 
at any rate the Toledans held Eu logins in high respect, and 
were keenly interested in tlie uiurtyrs of the Capital. As 
soon, therefore, as they learnt that Mohammed had begun 
to persecute their fellow-Christians, they' took up iinns 
entrusted the command to a citizen named Sindokv and, 
fearing for the safety of their hostages at Cordova, secured 
the person of their Arab Governor, in forming Mohammed 
Unit If lie valued his Governor’s life it would be well for him 
immediately to send the hostages back to Toledo. The 
Sultan did so, and the citizens duly released their Governor; 
I nit war was declared, and so great was the fear inspired by 

* IttlllM H'PHI* In b.tift T,uW 111* ("trirtiftii iuitu>, link kt* *UH, wboalsU WM 
ft pm* In 1 hn cliilir*llrTy aihI HIM in HT P Unr* tJial of f ( Ininr 

rrub*% uivmJenl to il« tile "Swintik 1 * ur w dUhrtil*/' CC k*?- 

jptzvii p 3Id- 






It. p] 


DEFEAT OF CATON 


301 


tilt Toledans that the garrison of Cal atrava hastily evacu¬ 
ated that fortress, feeling thorn selves insecure. The Toledans 
dismantled this stronghold: but mil long afterwards the 
Sultan sent troops th itber and rebuilt the ramparts (A. n, 8501. 
Hi- the* despatched two generals against Toledo: hut the 
Christians advanced through the defiles of the Sierra \Inrcim 
to meet the enemy, whom they surprised near Andujnr and 
routed, capturing their camp. 

The Toledans then pushed on to Andujar, and threat¬ 
ened the Capital itself. Mohammed. who felt that in imler 
to avert this danger he must take energetic measures, 
assembled all the troops lit his disposal and led them in 
person against Toledo (.lime, A.f), 834). Sindobw for his 
part, deeming his own forces insufficient, sought allies. He 
appealed to the King of Leon, Ordoflo I, who immediately 
ik'ipU'licil a large army, under Galon, Count of liicrzu, 1 to 
aid him. 

So strongly was tlie city now garrisoned that Mena turned 
seems to have abandoned all hope of subduing it: but he 
succeeded in inflicting a heavy loss upon the enemy. 
Placing the hulk of his troops hi ambush behind the rocks 
through whie^ the Guadocdete flows, he marched against 
the town at the head of a small force mid marsluilled his 
artillery against the walls. Seeing so feeble a body about 
to make an assault, the J oledmis, amawd at the enemy s 
rashness, urged Count < baton to make a vigorous sortie. 
Guton eftgcrlv seized such an opportunity of distinguish mg 
himself. At the head, therefore, of Ills own men and the 
Toledans he attacked Mohammed's troops, hut the hitler 
immediately took to flight and enticed their IVm: Into the 
atntiiisradc. As the Toledans and Leoucse were in hot 
pursuit they suddenly found themselves surrounded and 
«ttat kid by a swarm of Ll 10 enemy. Scarcely a 111 an csoni>cd, 
-The son of Julius,"' writes ft court poet “exclaimed to 
Musa who marched before him : * l*o, 1 sec death on all 
sides! In front; or me, behind me, below tueI - The 
recks of the Guodticelete nuwrn with re-echoed wailings this 
multitude of slaves mid uhcmmtnched." 

The barbarous victors decapitated eight thousand corpses, 
and making a mound of the 1 leads, leaped upon it, while Uie 
air mug with their veils, I .ater Mohammed had these heads 


1 Anwriliif to lbn JOUri, hHittwr wf Cinto in. t. llm Kti*liiin ******* that ih* 

Km* iif KmniiTi furniftherl a raattoriil. 

, 1 Thf jLiirug lM wh w dtliiUAn lipullof* *# i* 


4)f b |ti«at*f4ib. 




302 SPANISH ISLAM [it9 

fastened to the walls of Cordova and oilier towns, and even 
sent some of them to African princes. 

Satisfied with the victory lie had gained, and certain 
Hint tile Toledans—who admitted u hiss of twenty thousand 
men—would not now molest him, Moh;i 111 filed returned to 
his Capital, having made provision that the Toledans diould 
he harassed by the l iovemor of t nbitrnvn and Talavem and 
hy his sun Mundtur, in turn. Meanwhile he continued to 
, mores', the Christ ini is of Cordova. He caused the monastery 
of Tabanos to be demolished, not unjustly regarding it as a 
hotbed of fanaticism, lie farmed out the taxes payable by 
the Cbristian&, with the remit that the imposts were greatly 
increased. Nevertheless tiic yea I of l he lunatics showed no 
diminution, and while the ** martyrs " continued voluntarily 
to present their heads to tile executioner, Alvaro and 
Iyu logins did not cease to defend their action. 1 he former 
wrote with this object Ids Jrvlicuhi* himinoxux, and the 
latter liis Apologia Mnrti/riim. At Cordova such apologies 
were necc-. . ; for the Christians of that city were sub* 

missive and patient, arid attributed their sufferings to the 
senseless conduct of the Zealots, rather than to the Sultan s 
intolerance. In Toledo nud the neighbouring towns, on the 
other hand, the Christians sympathised so keenly with the 
Zealots, mid especially with Euiogius, that the bishops of the 
province, having to nominate a Metropolitan upon 11 
t remit “s death, unanimously ejected Eulogtus himself. 1 he 
■Sultan refused to let him cuter Toledo, lint the bishops 
persisted in their resolution, and trusting that sooner or 
later the veto might lie removed, they forbade the election 
of another Metropolitan while F.ulogius lived. 

To the disparaging criticisms of their fellow-citi/.ciis the 
Zealots could therefore oppose the tokens of goodwill and 
esteem shown them by tlic Toledans. Ere long they could 
also claim the authority of two French monks, who showed 
dearly that they ranked the martyrs of that day with those 
of the primitive' Church. 

These two monks, named Usuard awl Odilard. belonged 
to the Abbey of S, Gcriiiain~<les*l’rds, nud arrived at 
Cordova in the year 858. Their abbot, HUduin, had sent 
them to Valencia to fetch tlic body of S, Vincent, hut 
teaming on the way that the martyr s bones had been trans¬ 
lated to Ilenevcnlo, 1 they began to fear that they would be 

* Ur, arcorrlhlpj 1>< inntlur «r*uanl, ll »7 liurl bits r^rri^d Lrj. » niniik «.nwl 
AuliUUuh Is /**sr^ciMb whifii* wurt vnminUKwJ Ha uf Marinufc ™ 
K Miyrkfc. rfe f in ^1 {Isa*}* p,fa& 
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obliged to return home empty-handed, when they heard At 
Barcelona of the recent martyrdoms at Cordovfi- “The 
journey thitiler will he arduous, 0 they were told: “but 
if you accomplish it, sacred relics will surely be your 
reward^' 

A journey through Spain was. indeed* in those days 
always perilous and some times impracticable. -Since the 
routes were infested witli hjngnnds. travellers were obliged 
tu combine and form caravans ; Imt such occasions rarely 
presented themselves, and when tlie two uumks—who were 
resolved to brave all dangers if by any means they could 
acquire relics—reached Zaragoza, eight years had elapsed 
since a caravan had left that city for Cordova. It was their 
good fortune, however, to And such an expedition on the 
|»5int of starting. They joined it. The Christ iam of the 
town, convinced that the whole party would bo massacred 
in some mountain gorge, wept as they hade them farewell, 
Their fears, however, were not realized : the two monks were 
rewarded for the fatigues of their journey, and readied iit 
safety the enpital of the Moslem dominion, where they were 
hospitably ntcrtaincd by a deacon of the eliurdr of S. 
Cyprian. Their endeavours to ubtuin relics were For a long 
time fruitless.' An influential personage who took a deep 
interest in their mission—Leering i id. -.untamed A badsolon,is 
—tried to obtain the remains of Saints Aurelius and George, 
which lay in the Monastery of Pinna-MdUria: r but to these 
the monks attached so much value that in spite of the 
formal commands of Bishop Saul, they refused to deliver 
them to the French, The bishop thereupon came in person 
mid compelled them to yield, though the monks still 
maintained that he hud no right to deprive them of their 
precious possessions- 

After spending newly two months at Cordova, l suero 
and Odilard out on their homeward journey, taking with 
them a huge bundle. This ltore the bishops seal, and was 
addressed to King CJuirles the Bald. that the Moslems 
might be induced to believe that the bale, wliich actually 
enclosed the bodies of Aurelius and George. merely con- 
tumid presents for the French King, This time their 
journey was Lew* difficult and perilous, Ihc Sultan wiis 
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abrnit to lend an army Toledo, and stooe ttU the 

regiments, except those forming tile am ® f lUe 1 ^ l S 
ivere under orders to march, the monks Sound uo dilheulty 
in attaching themselves to one of the companies. In lj*e 
rump thev found J .covigiJd. who escorted them tojoledo. 

I 'rnm that city to Alcala de H enures the route was safe, lor 
ut the approach of the army, the barons—hull brigands, 
half truetulas—who usually stripped travellers, liar all 
abandoned their castles to s L -ek refuge within the walls of 
Toledo On their return to France, the two monks deposited 
the relics-—which had worked a multitude of miracles on 
the wav 1 —in the church ut Esmiuil. a village belonging to 
five Abbey of S. Germain, where most of the monks were 
then gathered together, since their monastery had been 
burned bv the Normans. The relics were afterwords team* 
ferret! to’ S- Germain. and exposed to the vent station of 
the laithful of Paris. So much interest did they arouse 
in Charles the llald that he sent one Mfliieb to Cordova, 
to ooDfict precise information conceruing Aurelius and 

The expedition against Toledo, which hut! given the 
French monks an opportunity of returning to their country, 
turned out in accordance with the Sultan's hopes, lie once 
more had recourse to stratagem, Occupying the bridge 
with bis troops, he instructed his engineers to undermine 
the piers, uii perceived by the Toledans, and when the work 
had nearly been accomplished, lie withdrew his men and 
hired the enemy to pursue them The structure sudden 1} 
gave way. and the Toledan soldiers perished in tile miters 
of the Tagus. 

The grief felt. W Lhe Toledans at this disaster was only 
equalled by the |ov felt at the Sultan's court, where 
every success, however indecisive, was exaggerated. ** Hi* 
Ktcrnair said a poet.' ** could not permit a bridge built to 
curry squadrons of unbelievers, to stand. Ik-reft of her 
citizens, Toledo is sail and deserted as a limits 

Not long afterwards Mohammed graspod an opportunity 
of ridding himself of his mortal foe in Cordova. 

That was then in the Capital n young girl warned 
Lfocntia Bom of Moslem parents, bait secretly instructed 
in the mysteries of Christianity by n relative who was » nuD ’ 

3 ,irfin Jul. Turn, *L jl 4lLL 
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she nl JilsI confessed to her father and mother that si re lm<| 
been baptized. Tier indignant parents, after vainly trying 
to entice their daughter back into the fold of Mum. hud 
recourse to corporal punishment. Beaten night ami day, 
and feeing to be publicly accused of apostasy, Leocritia 
appealed to Kulogius and his sister Aim Jo for slielter. 
Eulogins, who perhaps felt memories of Flora, whom Leo¬ 
critia resembled hi many respects, rising in his breast, assured 
her that he would keep her in hiding us soon as she succeeded 
in making her escape from home. This Leocritia cfleeted 
by an artifice, .She feigned to have abjured Christianity, 
utid to have overcome her dislike for worldly pleasures; and 
when she saw that her parents were reassured, she left her 
home one ikty in her gayest apparel, declaring that she was 
going to a wedding# Hut. she sought out Eulogius and 
An LUO, who informed her where one of their friends dwelt 
who would receive her. 

Although her parents, assisted by the police, sought for 
her everywhere, Leocritia at first eluded their wnrcli: but 

on one .. after --lie had spent the day with Auulo, 

whom she dearly loved, it unfortunately happened that the 
servant whose duty it was to conduct her b> Jilt lodging by 
ni^ht, did not' arrive until daybreak, and fearing Lest she 
might be recognised, leocritia resolved to remain with 
Annin rill the next night. This delay proved her undoing. 
That day the kady was informed by a spy, or n traitor, 
that the girl whom he sought was then with Eulogius' 
sister, lly tlie magistrate’s orders the house was surrounded 
by soldiers, and Leocritia find Eulogius himself—who 
happened to In? within—were arrested. On being asked by 
tlu: Kady why he bud lurrhoured the girl, Eulogius replied: 
*• We are commanded to preaeli and to expound our religion 
to those who seek us, This damsel wished to be instructed 
by me in our faith; I acceded to her wishes as well as 1 
could, nttd I would do tire like for you, Kady. if you mode 
the same request,” 

Since prosclytism. to which Eulogiua thus pleaded guilty, 
was not « capital offence. the Kady merely condemned him 
to lie hc.nuji. Etilogins instantly made up his mint], 
Perhaps his resolution was due rather to pride than to 
courage, but he decided that it was a hundred times better 
for such a man as hiinsdf to seal with his blood his life-long 
principles than to submit to nn ignominious punishment. 
/"Whet thy sword!" he cried to the Kady; “restore my 
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utitl to its creator; but think not Unit 1 will permit my 

l*odv to lx- tom with the lash " 

Thereupon he poured forth a torrent of imprecations 
against the Prophet. He expected to lit* instantly con* 
demned to death; hut the K adv. who respected him as 'lie 
pci mate elect of Spain, did not venture to assume so great 
„ responsibility, mid sent lilm to the palace m order that the 

Viriers might decide his fate. 

When Eulogiu* entered the council-chamber, one of the 
officer* of state, who knew him well and wished to save ms 
life, addressed him thus: “ t uni not surprised, Kuiogius, 
when madmen and imbeciles offer their heads without cause 
to the executioner; but how cometh it that a learned man 
like thyself, and one that eiijuyeth general esteem, followelh 
iheir example t What frenay impel! eth thee' Why hast 
thou thus plotted against thine own life ■ 1 pray thee heed 

mv words: bow to necessity : utter but j single word 
retracting whiit thou hast said before the Kattjft — uud m 
that east" 1 will answer for my colleagues and myself that 
thou -'halt have nothing to fear-" 

In these words the speaker expressed the feelings of aU 
enlightened Modem'.; they pitied the fanatics much more 
thim they hated them, and regretted that in obedience to 
the law they were obliged to put to death poor wretches 
whom they regarded as Lunatic*. Perhaps Eu logins, who 
hitherto had not experienced a thirst for that martyrdom 
which he had encouraged mi many others to seek, and who 
was after all the head of nn ambitious rather Hum a fanatical 
party, felt at that moment that the Moslems were less 
barbarous than he had supposed ; but he knew at the same 
time that be could not recant without exposing himself to 
the just contempt of Ids associates. He therefore re plied 
as tite other martyrs, his disciples, had replied in similar 
circumstances, and the Viziers were reluctantly obliged to 
condemn him to death. Eulogius was immediately ted to 
execution, He showed great resignation. A eunuch 
struck him on the cheek, am! the priest, m literal obedience 
to the precept of the Gospel, turned to him the other, 
saying: *' Smite llial also i " The eunuch took him at his 
word. Eulogius then mounted the scaffold with firmness 
tuid courage, fell upon his knees, raised his hands heaven¬ 
wards. made the sign of the cross, uttered a short prayer m 
a low voice, mid laying Ids head upon the block received the 
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Fatal blow (March II, K5fi\. Four days later. I .corritiu, 
coovitted of npostaiy, met a similar Tate.' 

Tlit* execution of the primate elect caused profound 
emotion, not only at Cordu va—where numerous miracles 
wrought* by the saint's relies were soon reported—but 
throughout Spain. Many chronicles of the north of the 
Peninsula, which make scarcely any reference to events 
in Cordova, record with great precision the date of the 
martyrdom, and twenty-four years Inter, Alfonso, King of 
Leon, in making a treaty of peace with the Sultan 
Mol no limed, inserted a clause by which the bones of the 
Saints Eulogius and Lcocritiu were to he delivered to 
him. 

t Though deprived of their leader, the Zealots continued 
In'blaspheme Molummied in order to die on the scaffold ; 
lint the corroding tooth of time wrought its inevitable 
effect, and this strange fanaticism, which had flourished in 
CordrjVA for mi many years, slowly yielded to the uni versa] 
law—'ami after a while only the memory of it survived. 

- A new epoch opens The Renegade* and Christians 
«f I lie mountains of Itegio rose in rebellion. This revolt, 
formidable enough in itself, was accompanied or followed 
by an almost universal insurrection in the Peninsula, and 
furnished the Christians of Cordova with on opportunity 
of showing in another way their detestation of the name 
of Mohammed. 
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CHAPTER X 

THE M0PNTA1NEEHS aV RECltiJ 

T HE traveller from Cordova to Malaga, who Parers 
enduring stoical!v the fatigues and privations ol it 
romantic excursion through a wild but beautiful country to 
being jolted in a carriage along monotonous anil wearisome 
roads, at first traverses an undulating arid welt-cnltivn^ed 
district, as far as the Genii, mid then a level plain which 
extends to Carnpillos. There he enters the Sernimn of 
Honda and Malaga, the most picturesque part of Andalu 
Here and there this mountain range attains true sublimity, 
with its majestic forests of oats, cork-trees, and chestnuts, 
its deep arid gloomy ravines, its torrents thundering over 
precipices, its ruined castles and villages clinging to the sides 
of mighty crags whose summits are Imre of vegetation and 
whose Hanks seem blackened and ralcined by the lightning; 
elsewhere the landscape smiles with vineyards and meadows, 
with groves of almond, cherry, citron and pomegranate, or 
with thickets of oleanders * yielding more flowera than 
leaves; here, shallow streams wind capriciously bv orchard 1 * 
whose pears and apples supply all southern Spain ; there, 
lie fields of flax, hump, and, above all, of corn, whence is 
made a hr cad which is held to he the whitest and most 
delicious in the world. 

The inhabitants of the Serramu art- ' ivaesous, comely, 
light-hearted. and witty: they love song and laughter: they 
delight in dancing to the click of the castanets, mid the 
music of the guitar or mandoline. Nevertheless, these 
people are vain and quarrelsome, boastful yet courageous, 
and of a temper so passionate that the'mortal blow often 
follows quick upon the angry glance : a festival frequently 
involves the stabbing of two or three holiday-makers. * he 
women, though of singular beauty, have masculine traits, 
tall and robust, they do not shirk tlic most laborious ta-rks: 
they larar heavy burdens with ease, and sometimes indulge 
in wrestling mutches with one another , 

In times of peace these mountaineers are ehielly employ vd 
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SPANISH BRIGANDS 
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til smuggling 1 Kiiglish gowis from < .ibraUnr into the 
interior, fiml Uiev h»ve acquired woiiq#ra)l ’Adi tn evading 
tJie swarm nf custom-house officers- Sometimes m con¬ 
siderable forre, under u trusted chief, they descend into the 
plains to sell their &*>&>. and have been known to oiler a 
M.mt resistance to troops sent against them- In troublous 
times, when civil discord rum high,many of them take to 
brimindflge, either ladrmtc* or ratero*. 1 hough not pro¬ 
fessional brigm^ the latter-who arc recruited among the 
shepherds, unemployed villagers, lazy artisans, wandcnim 
harvesters, innkeepers who lack customers or even small 
fanners—ride, in an amateurish may, travellers who arc not 
provided with a proper escort; but if the 1 after are well- 
armed, the ntiero hides his carbine, takes up Ins spade, and 
feigns to he engaged in agriculture. r l« he found ovdp 
wIk ic. Lbc.se robbers of tlm lowest rank are always ready to 
lend their aid. upon occasion, cither to the true brigand 
»r to the police, and. like prudent idhcs, they always join 
the winning side. Tlie true brigands, who observe military 
discipline, and ride in companies, tire much more Uiginneu. 
The rn/rrofc to escape accusation. often assassinate hose 
whom thev have robbed; but the fofrma only kdi Ui<*e 
who show tight: well-bred ural courteous, cspeciidly 
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fill into lbe bands of justice and are hanged. Lheir lute 
excites sympathy and companion. In wm obi times Jose 
Mima became famous as a bandit chief, and his name »ill 
long survive in the memory of the Andalusians as a model 
brigand * Mere chance impelled him to adopt h»s career. 
Having committed homicide in a moment «l pa^h J l « 
thd to the mountains to avoid arrest: and there, having no 

mcniu m* Ifo aMn*. ta> 

ui followers, supplied them with horses. and systeimto all} 
tubbed travellers Bum active, intelligent, and having a 
perfect knowledge of the country, he succeeded m all his 
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enterprises, ami evaded every attempt to arrest him. 
Thru ugh out the country he had confederates bound to him 
by oath, and when lie needed a man to complete 1m band, 
he could make choice among at least forty eligible candi¬ 
dates—so highly valued was the honour of servh g under 
him. He had relations even with the magistrates them¬ 
selves: in n proclamation of the 1'apt [tin-general of the 
province the authorities of four districts were named ns his 
accomplices. So great was his power that he was master o{ 
all the southern routes, and the post-office authorities* for 
the right of free passage, paid him a yearly fee of eighty 
francs for each vehicle. He ruled his bandits more despoti- 
callv than any autocrat ever ruled his subjects, and a tierce 
spirit of justice governed all his decisions. ‘ 

In time of war, smugglers and brigands, such as these. 
Accustomed as they arc to grappling with untamed nature, 
prove extremely formidable adversaries, f t is true that they 
Fail in attacks which require a certain degree of conihinution; 
and it is also true that m the open they cannot stand against 
the scientific nmnccuvTcs of regular troops; hut amidst the 
rugged, winding, and narrow paths of the mountains, lb dr 
•fpldy and knowledge of the ground give them an immense 
advantage over ordinary soldiers. The French learnt this 
lesson when the phantom king, placed by Napoleon on the 
throne of Spain, fried to subject these intrepid mountaineers 
to his hated authority. U lienever the French hussars could 
attack them in the open, they sabred them by hundreds; 
but in the zigxag tracks on the brink of dizzy precipices 
wliere their Jtorscs were only an additional source of danger, 
tlic same busters fell into ambushes at every turn. At 
moments when they least expected it, they found themselves 
exposed to dank attacks from clouds of sharpshooters, who. 
wiihout ceasing tire, quickly regained rocky heights where 
- f J c< Hi m not be ptoxMied. :irul even as they retreated wiped 
out whole parties of tins defenceless French* Amidst the 
horrors of war, the mountaineers could not refrain Jn.uu 
oeertNkiniilJy displaying t lieir innate love of practical juklng* 
At Ullwrii, wliere the ireneli hussars h ml demanded n steer, 
the inhabitants brought them an ass cut in quarters. The 
hussars found their ' Cal rather mawkish, and in subsequent 
skirnushes the mountaineers as tlicy fired would cry out: 
*’ V l }° rfir ' eti 3 jackass at Olhera !This wnSp in their 
npinton, the deadliest insult which could be offered to a 
UlfUtwi. 
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In the ninth century, this province, then called Rciyn, 
or rather Rcjjio* 1 of which .Archidotm wax Lite capital, COH- 
Uunetl an almost exclusively Spanish population# resembling 
in every respect its present Inhabitants —having the same 
traits ji«xi habits, the same vices and virtues. Some of these 
mountaineers were Christians hut the majority 1 

haws; ail were Spaniards who nursed ail implacable hat re 'I 
for their country's oppressors. Passionate lovers of liberty, 
they resolved that foreign tyranny should not enrich itself 
niiirh longer at their expense, and they watched for the 
opportunity of throwing off the yoke. I he moment w Wh 
patiently awaited could not be far oft: The victories daily 
won by their compatriots in other provinces showed the 
mountaineers that vvith courage and daring it would not he 
impossible to attain tlieir ends. Toledo was already inde¬ 
pendent. For twenty years the Sultan had in vain en¬ 
deavoured to subject it to his authority the Christians 
who had maintained their preponderant* in the city, Rum-1 
placed themselves under the protection oi tlie King ut Leon, 
and although betrayed by tile Renegades, they had compelled 
the Sultan, m H7 3, to enter into a treaty with them, by 
wfakk tli u mfliiitenimtje of their republican lorm ot govtni* 
incut wm nssiired: and tIiey enioyeH mi mdepOTuCJH 

political existence, being merely subject to yearly (nhu,t - 

r . - t i fi 11., 1 i-V.i i e I n - 1 t in ArLimill—- 
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wards the middle uf the uiuLh century this house had grown 
so powerful, thanks to the talents of Musa U. that it ranked 
on an equality With reigning dynasties- At the titne u\ 
Mohammed’s accession, Mtoft II was master of Zaragoza, 
Tilde I a, 1 lueses, and all Aragon. l'olcdo was m alliance 
udtl* him, and his son Lope was romnumdant in that city. 
A valiant and tireless soldier, Mush turned his amis now 
against the Count of Barcelona, or ol Alva, and now against 
the Count of Castile, or the Franks. Oil reaching lhe licight 
of His fame and power, respected and courted by all _h<* neigh¬ 
bours—-even by the French King. diaries the Buld, wliu 
sent him splendid gifts-Mto» posed as n monarch w.thoul 
anyone daring to say him nay. and finally, wishing to be m 

. m findljLiJtt; iicc^rrfmy tn Sinntnm. Hu* Klwlilfin, and awk* 
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iintiie what he whs in Fact, he boldly assumed the title of 
"the third King iu Spain." After the death of this remark* 
able man { a . it. S02>,* the Sultan, it is true, once more 
assumed authority ov er Toledo and Zaragoza; but his 
resulting complacency was short-lived. Ten yean later, 
Mi’imi s sons, aided by the people of the province, who hud 
l»ecii neeustomed to no rule save that of the Itcni Kasi, ex¬ 
pelled the Sultan's troops. Mohammed tried to subdue 
them, hut the Beni Kasi, supported by Lhe King of Leon, 
Alphonao ill who was so close an "ally that he lutd en¬ 
trusted them with the education of his son Qrdofio), resisted 
the Sultan's attacks. 

lhe North was therefore free, mid leagued against the 
Sultan. At the same time a daring Renegade of Merida, 
Ibn Mcrtrlii,* had founded an independent principality iu 
the West Falling into the Sultan’s hands —upon the 
surrender oi Merida, where he had been a tender in the 
insurrection—-he became captain in the body-guard; but in 
H 7 a, the Prime Minister, HiVsbim, "who bore him some 
grudge, said to him in the presence of the Viziers; ** A dog 
is oi more worth tlum thou!" and to crown the insult, 
smote him in Lhe face. V owing in his rage to risk all 
rather than Again endure saeft treatment, Ibn MerwAu called 
his friends together, and. fleeing with them, seized the castle 
of AiAnje. to tin: south of Merida, where he stood on the 
defensive, lb-sieged iu this stronghold hv the royal troops, 
and running short of provisions, so that; he and his men were 
forced to live on the flesh of their horses, Ibn Mcrwfin did 
not capitulate until, a! the cud of three months, the supply 
of water failed : considering, however, the desperate straits 
*_V which lie was reduced, Llie terms he obtained were not 
~*~v*ntageous, for he was permitted to withdraw to 
Ifiuiiijoz, which was not in t iitise days a walled town. Once 
sail out of the Sultan s clutches,' Ibn Mcrwun, however, 
became his dangerous and implacable foe. Uniting bis 
b.iiid to another, also composed of Renegades, under the 
(-11 krai tip of one Sndiiu. lie called to arms the Renegades of 
. leritia anti other places, anti mruarhed a neiv religion to 
Iik compatriot's, iu which Christianity nod Ishnnism were 
Mended. Forming an alliance with Alfonso HI, King of 
Leon—the natural ally of ah re lie Is against the Govern- 
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merit—I bn Murwjbi spread terror far and wide : he wreaked 
Kb vengeance, however, solely on the Arabs and Berbers, as 
hi* country's enemies, but mi these he took bitter revenge 
for his persons] injuries nnd those of his mi Lion. With n 
view to suppressing these nets of brigandage, Mohammed 
despatched un army under the command of his son Mimdhir 
and his minister Hashim. Ibji Mtrwin advanced to meet 
the enemy, and sending Sad up to seek aid from the King 
of Leon, lie threw himself into I'nrncue]. 1 Hashim en- 
camped near tills fortress, of which extensive remains still 
exist. vvJuic one of his Lieutenants occupied that of Monte- 
S > I mi. Soon afterwards, the lieutenant reported that Siidim 
was nearing Monte-Salmi with the Ltotiese auxiliaries, but 
t hnt Ids force was numerically weak nnd could he easily 
surprised, The officer was mistaken; SudGn commanded a 
r-iusidcmhle army, but wishing to lure his enemy into a 
trap, that wily general hnd spread a false report concerning 
its strength. H is device c.as entirely soccessftiL Deceived 
by his lieutenant's report, Hashim advanced with ft few 
squadrons against Sachin, The latter, fully informed by his. 
spies, retreated to the mountains. There lit lay in ambush 
in u defile: Jiis men, concealed behind Lire surrounding 
rocks, fell upon the enemy at 11 moment when t hoy expected 
no attack, and in dieted heavy losses. II As him himself, 
covered with wounds, was made prisoner, after he had seen 
fifty of his officers fall beside him. He w>s taken to Ibn 
Merwatt, and found himself at the mercy of the titan whom 
lie Imd so cruelly insulted, Tim Merwj'm, however, in his 
generosity, did not even reproach him, lmt treating him with 
the respect due to his rank, sent him to Ids ally lhe King of 
1 .con. 

Tile Sultan, on learning whst lmd happened, became 
furious. He was doubtless distressed that bis favourite was 
a captive, but he was much murt* distressed at the Lbought 
that he could not honourably refuse to ransom him from the 
King of Leon ; and Alfonso demanded a hundred thousand 
ducats! This severely tried the generosity of the miserly 
Mohammed, He found endless excuses for not paying tins 
vast sum, " If Hashim is a prisoner." he argued, “it k bis 
own fault. Why k be so foolhardy t l It- k a hunt-brained 
fellow who nets without consideration and who never listens 
to good advice l However.when his minister hud languished 
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in prison for two years, the Sultan ngtwd to pay part of the 
ransom. 11 ashitii himself promised to pay the King oi Lam 
the rest Inter, and leaving his brothers, his sons, ami his 
nephews as hostages, returned to Cordova intent upon re¬ 
venging himself on lbn Merwfin. Meanwhile that ooieftnin 
hod laid waste the districts or Seville and Niebhi, find the 
Sultan, who could make no headway against him, had osited 
him to name the conditions on which he would cease from 
the forays which were ruining Die country. Ibn Merwftn’s 
reply was arrogant and menacing- " I will cease trom my 
forays," he said, "and I will order the Sultan's name to he 
mentioned in the public prayers, provided that he cedes me 
Kndiijuz. allows me to fortify it, and dispenses me from 
payment of tribute and from obedience to him in any 
respect; otherwise. I defy him.” Humiliating though the>e 
conditions were, the Sultan Imd accepted them, li/ishim 
now tried to persuade his master that m the altered circum¬ 
stances it would be bv no means impossible to subdue tins 
overweening rebel, " Formerly, lie urged, “Ibn McrwAn. 
having no fixed abode, could always, with lib horsemen, 
evade our pursuit, but now that he is tied tun lowu.hu b in 
our power. We can lay siege to it and forty; him to sur 
render." Hibliim succeeded in winning over the monarch 
to his views, and having been authorized to set out with an 
army, lie had reached Niebhi. when Ibn Merwan sent 
Mohammed a message couched in these terms : * 4 1 am in¬ 
formed that Hushim is inarching westwards, 1 am well 
aware that he trusts to besiege me, and thus to take I its 
revenge j but 1 swear that if he advances further than 
Ni(drill. I will bum Baditjuz to the ground, and resume my 
depredations.'' The Sultan was so cowed by this threat, 
that lie immediately recalled the Minister and hb army 1 o 
Cordova, and henceforth evinced not the least desire to 
subdue his too form id aide foe. 

While the insurgents, therefore, bad shown themselves 
brave and resource fill, the Government had proved itself 
both weak and cowardly. Every concession granted to the 
re lie h. every treaty made with them, Ivad tended to diminish 
the prestige so necessary for inspiring respect in an unsub¬ 
dued and disaffected population much more numerous than 
their conquerors. The mountaineers of Itcgio, emboldened 
by the tidings which reached them from the North and 
West, grew restless in their turn. In the year 87'J. tumults 
and insurrections broke mil in many parts of the province. . 
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The (iovemtiient. by no mentis )ilind to Lhc dangers which 
threatened from this quarter, were greatly alarmed at the 
news which they received. Stringent measures were hur¬ 
riedly adopted. The chief of an important hand was seized 
nnd Wrought to Cordova. Fortresses were hastily erected 
on the heights which it was most important to guard. All 
such measures resulted in arousing the mountaineers rather 
tlian towing them. They still possessed, however, hut 
little power of combination. what they lacked was a 
Itradt r of commanding character, able to direct towards a 
definite go:d the orgauized enthusiasm of a patriotic people. 
If such :i limn wen foribcoming t he would hut hitve to 
give the signal, and all the dwellers in the mountains would 
arise and follow him. 

yt — • .- . 
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CHAPTER XI 

<tUtAH IBS UM'StS 


A t* the epoch when the Andalusian mountaineers began 
to grow restless, there lived m a village near Hisn-Aute 
(now Yniitte), to the North-cast of Malaga, a landowner 
named Haft, lie came of a good family, being fifth in 
docent from a Visigoth, Alfonso, who had home the title 
of Count; 1 hut at a time of political and religious changes; 
the grandfather of Haft—who during the reign of Il&kani 1 
luid quitted Honda and settled near Hisn-Aute—-was in¬ 
duced. through stoicism or apathy, to become a Moslem. 
His descendants were ostensibly I slamites, but nt the Imttom, 
of their hearts they festered a pious regard for the religion 
of their ancestors. Thanks to his thrift and industry I lafs 
had amassed a considerable fortune. His less wealthy 
neighbours held him in respect, mid indeed Honoured him 
by calling him, not Haft, but Hafstm—the termination being 
equivalent to n title of nobility. Nothing, probably, would 
have disturbed the even tenon r of his peaceful life if the 
misconduct of his sou 'Omar, over whom he failed to exert 
put mud control, had not caused him ceaseless disquietude. 
Vain, arrogant, and or a quarrelsome disposition. Ibis young 
mao showed the worst side of the Andalusian character. 
An imagined affront threw him into a paroxysm of rage; 
a word, a gesture,« glance, sufficed—ana many a time had 
he Ix'cn carried back to the homestead covered with wounds 
and bruises. With such a temperament it wns inevitable 
that he would sooner or Inter commit homicide or himself 
lw killed One day. during an Unnecessary quarrel, he laid 
one of bis neighbours dead at his feet. To save his son from 
the gallows, the distracted father lied with him from the 
Harm, where his family had dwelt for three-quarters of 
century', and sought refuge in i lie Scminia de Honda, at the 
foot of Mount llobastru, in Umt wild spot the young 
’Omar, who loved to lose himself in dense forests and gloomy 
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gorges ended by becoming a bandit, pr micro, im lie would 
now be coiled. Falling into the hands of jus Lice, lie was 
bastinadoed by order of the Governor of the Province. On 
seeking to cross once more his fathers threshold, the old 
man drove him forth as an incorrigible scoundrel. There¬ 
upon 'Omar* unable to gain a livelihood in Spain, made Ids 
wav to the coast, and embarked in » vessel bound for Africa. 
After leading a vagabond life for some time, he at last 
reached Tahort, where he became apprenticed to a tailor 
who was a native of Kcgio and a former acquaintance. One 
day as *Omar was working with Ills master, an old man 
etnered the shop and producing a piece of cloth, requested 
the tailor to make him a garment. The tailor, offering his 
visitor a seat, entered into n conversation in which the 
apprentice joined. The old man inquired who the youth 
was. “ A neighbour of mine at Hegio." replied the tailor, 
“ and be hatli come hither to learn my trade." " When 
didst thou leave Regiot" asked the customer. “Some 
forty days ngo,' replied 'Omnr. “ KnOWcst tliou Mount 
Itobnstro ? " - My home is at the foot of that mountain.” 

■’Indeed I Hath an insurrection broken out there' 

“ Assuredly qot, 1 ’ “ Yet n little while V' murmured the old 
man. who after a pause (continued. “ Knowest thou in the 
neigltlxturhood of that mountain one "Omar, sou of T hifsfrn ?" 
A l the mention of lus name, 'Umar grew pale, and lowering 
bis brow was silent. Ills interrogator looked at him atten¬ 
tively, and noticed that he hud lost ;iti eve-tooth. I ke old 
man*was it Spaniard who iirmly believed in the renascence 
of his nice, at id while lie bad often heard of ‘Omars esca¬ 
pades, he believed the youth to be one of those lofty natures 
dot!lied to be potent "for either good or ill. and thought be 
saw in this unruly son. this ruHfer and mountain robber, the 
making of a great lender. 'Omars silence, his pallor. Ins 
confusion, the missing tooth—for the old mini bud beard 
that Omar had lost one in a fray—-all confirmed him in the 
belief that lie was addressing I bn Hafsiin himself, and wish¬ 
ing to give a ntible aim to the fiery youth s ambition, be 
exclaimed, "Thinkest thou to escape from thy poverty by 
wielding a needle l Return to thy own country, and wield 
the sword instead ! Thou shaft be a terror to the Omnyyods 
and mb- a grcal nation 1" hater on these prophetic words 
doubtless proved » stimulus to 'Oumrh ambition, but for 
the moment they hud a quite contrary effect. Fearing lest 
he should be recognised by persons less well-disposed towards 
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him, mid handed over to the Spanish Government by the 
Prince of Tahort, who W&s subservient to the Sultan of 
t :oniov8,he tied in haste from the town, 1m baggage consisting 
of two loaves which he hid in the sleeves ot bu cloak. 
He turning Spain, he did not venture to visit his) ionic, 

but sought refuge with an uncle, to whom he related the 
old mAn's words. This uncle, who was credulous as well as 
enterprising, had faith in the prediction. He advised Ins 
nephew to yield to bis destiny mid head an insurrection^ 
promising to afford him all the aid in his power. 'Omar 
was easily persuaded, and his uncle, having assembled some 
forty peasants, suggested that (.hey should form a company 
under the command of his nephew, ‘Omar organized Lhis 
willing band, and encamped with them on .Mount I Subsist ro 
(a.n. HHo-1). where stood the ruins of a Boman fortress^ 
now called El Castilton. 1 The repair of these mins presented 
no difficulty, and u better place muld not have been selected 
its a stronghold for either robbers or rebels. The fortress 
stood on a lofty and precipitous rock; inaccessible on the 
east and south, it was almost impregnable. It had the 
advantage of Lying near the great plain which extends from 
l 'utnpiU"' to Cordova- Ill to this plain'Omar's hand could 
conveniently make incursions to tarry away cattle, or levy 
unauthorized taxes on isolated farmers. To such expeditions 
‘Omar at first confined himself, hut he soon regarded mere 
highway robbery as beneath him, and when his band— 
augmented by the accession of those who had any induce¬ 
ment to withdraw from society and ensconce themselves in 
safety fcdund strong wa1 Ls— sufficed to hold in awe the 
feeble military forces of the district, he begun bold I v to push 
on to the Very' gates of towns and to signalize himself by 
audacious and brilliant Leal s of arms. Justly alarmed, the 
Governor of Hegio decided at length to attack tjie moron- 
ders with aH his available troops, but he was repulsed, and 
in his precipitous flight abandoned even lits pavilion to the 
insurgents. The Sultan, attributing this disaster to the 
Governor’s Incapacity, superseded him, - But the new 
Governor was no more successful, and was indeed so deeply 
impressed by the strength of iBobustro tlwt lie made a truce 
with *Qumr. Thu truce did not last long, and “t Iniur, though 
frequently attacked, held out in his mountain stronghold 
for two or three years i tit length, forced to surrender by 
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Uushim tlit.* Prime Minister, he was brought to Cordon 
with nil his men. The Stlltan, who saw art excellent officer 
in 4 Omar, and trusty soldi cts in his followers, received Hint 
graciously, and n (Tercel to enroll his entire force in the army, 
HwogiSising that for the time being they could do no bi tter, 
‘O mar accepted this proposal. 

Not long afterwards, in 8S3, when Hi shim led an ex¬ 
pedition against Mohammed son of Lope—then chief 
of the Bent Kasn—and Alfonso, King of Leon. ‘Umar, who 
accompanied him. found opportunities of distinguishing him- 
self on several occasions, notably in the affair of Fancorro, 
l l idm and cool when necessary, but prompt and fiery in 
action, he speedily wo n the esteem of the commander-in- 
chief; but on Ids return to Cordova tl was not long before 
h* had reason to complain of I bn tiharum, 1 the Prefect of 
the city, who. out of spite against UAshim, delighted in 
harassing officers such as *Omar. who enjoyed that minister's 
favour. The Prefect incessantly made ‘Omar change his 
quarterly am! supplied him with corn <>i the worst quality. 
■Umar, who was of u far from patient disposition, could not 
conceal his resentment, and one day showing I bn (Vlmnirn 
a crust of hard, black bread, he exclaimed, "As you hope 
for Cod's mercy, can such bread be eaten! 1 " “Who art 
thou, thou scurvy rascal," replied the Prefect, “who darest 
to address me so insolently /'' Returning to his quarters 
in deep indignation, ‘Omar met HAsliim proceeding to his 
palace, and told him ail. "They do not recognise your 
worth," said the Minister as he passed on, " but it rests with 
you to make it evident," 

Disgusted with the Sultan's service, ‘Omar proposed to 
his men that they should once more- withdraw to the moun¬ 
tains and resume the free and adventurous life which they 
had *0 long led together. They wished for nothing better, 
and by sunset they had all quitted the Capital and were on 
their way to Bobustru 1 a.ij. 884), 

‘Omar's first care was to regain possession of the castle. 
The task was difficult, for Hashim. who well understood thc 
iimportjiricc of lids fortress, had garrisoned it with a consider 
able force, and having further strengthened it with bastions 
and towers, deemed it impregnable. But ‘Oirntr, confident in 
his good fortune, was nut discouraged. With his uncle's help 
lie reinforced his band with sonic resolute men, and then. 
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without giving the garrison time to organize resistance, 
vigorously attacked Utc castle and expelled the defenders 
so pred pi Lately tbaL they left behind them a youthful 
iimmoratu of the commander s, who proved so pleasing to 
•Omar that lie made her his wife, or mistress, 

1 rnm thi’, moment 'Omnr, Lhi: Jose' Maria of the ninth 
century, hut to whom fortune was kinder than to that 
would-be hero, was no longer h robber thief, but the leader 
of the Spaniards of the South. He appealed to all lib 
compatriots, whether Moslems or Christians. “ Already loo 
long,** so ran his manifesto, “have ye endured the yoke of 
this Sultan who robs you and grinds you with tuxes, V\ ill 
ye let yourselves be <lown»trodden by Arabs who look on 
you as slaves t Think not that personalambition prompts 
me to speak thus: my only ambition is to avenge your 
wrongs and deliver 3*011 from servitude.' 1 “ Whenever 
•Omar spake thns,” writes on Arab historian, “those who 
heard him rendered him lliauks and promised to obey him, 1 
According to the testimony even of his enemies— from 
whom alone we learn Ins history—‘Omar's former limits 
entirely disappeared. Instead of Wing arrogant mid quarrel* 
some, be became affable and courteous to the hast of his 
soldiers; those who served under him displayed an affection 
for him amounting to idolatry, and obeyed liim with a dis¬ 
ciplined obedience which was almost fanatical. Whatever 
the danger that threatened they would march at his first 
signal—into the fire if need were. Ever in tin* front muk 
and in the thick of the fight, *Unmr fought ns n common 
soldier, wielding lance and sv, on. I with the best of them. Ho 
always selected the most redoubtable ehuuipions, and never 
withdrew from u combat until it was won. No nnm exposed 
himself more cheerfully to danger, or set a more brilliant 
example. He generously rewarded all services rendered to 
him; an ample share of Unity always fell to those who 
had notably distinguished themselveshe honoured bravery 
even in an enemy, often setting at liberty those who had 
yielded only after a stout resistance. On the other hand, 
Eif severely punished wfl-doer' lh- r»ugb and ready 
judgments were not based upon the tun rial testimony <d 
witnesses: Ins personal convict ion that the accusation v> as 
well founded sufficed. Hence, idtliougli brigandage WJI ' 
in the blood of these people, the mountain-region soon 
enjoyed, thanks to ‘Omar s prompt justice, complete security. 
Inc Arabs assure us that in those daj*s ft woman laden 
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with (nancy might traverse the district from end to end 
without lenr. S early two years ehipsed before the Sol tun 
look, any serious steps against tins formidable champion of 
a tong oppressed nationality 1 hut at the beginning of June, 
Nan, Hhind Mr. heir-presumptive to the throne, set out lo 
attack the lord of Alluuna, an aJIv of ‘Omar’s anti like him 
3 Renegade. *Omnr hastened lo Ins friend’s assistance, anti 
threw himself into Albania. After a siege of two months, 
tiie Renegades, whose provisions begun to run -limt. re¬ 
solved to twit tin ir way through the enemy. Their sortie, 
however, was unsuccessful; *Omar received several wounds, 
his lumd was mutilated, mid after losing many of his men, 
lie was obliged to retire within the fortress. Fortunately 
fur the Renegades, Mundhir, not long afterwards, received 
n£ws which compelled him to raise the siege and return to 
Cordova; his father had died (August 4. ( 180 ), 'Umar 
took advantage of this event to extend his dominion. He 
approached the castellans of n number of strongholds and 
invited them to make common cause with hims elf. They 
all recognised him as their sovereign, imd lienceforLh he was 
virtually king of Southern Spain. I fe found, however, in 
the Sultan why now ascended the throne a foemnn worthy 
of his sled. The prince was energetic, prudent, and brave, 
and the Omayyud clients believed that if he hud I men 
spared to reign for another year be would have compelled 
all the rebels in the Sou th to lav down their arms. A t any 
rale he vigorously withstood them; the districts of Cnlipt, 
Elvira, and Jneii Wcutnc the theatre of a fierce struggle 
wherein each party met with varying fortune. lit the 
Spring of 888. Mundhir took the field in person against the 
insurgents, captured several fortresses on his march, de- 
viisititcd the country round Itobastro, and laid siege to 
Ardiidonu. The Renegade A ishun, who was in command 
|if the garrison, was not exempt from Lhc Iwastfillness which 
is still imputed to the Andalusians. Insisting upon his 
personal carnage, which no one disputed, he exclaimed 
again and again;- M If the Sultan no catch me, let him 
crucify mt* between a dug and a swine JHe Forgot that 
the Sultan had a surer means of securing him than by lam; 
uf arm is. Certain inhabitants of the town were amenable to 
bribery, and one day as Ai.lihn entered unarmed the house 
ul v nut* of tlie.se traitors, lie was suddenly seised, and after 
being loaded with letters, was handed over to the Sultan, 
who crucified him in the manner indicated by the prisoner 


~ 22 SPANISH ISLAM t n - 11 

hj 

himself. Ardiidonn soon afterwards surrendered. llio 
Sultan then made prisoners of the three Hem Matnih who 
held males in the Sierra do I’riego, mid having crucified 
them with nineteen of their officers. he proceeded to toy 
dege to Robartro. Confident in the mipregnabtht; ot his 
rahk, l bn Halhftn was so little perturbed by the siege that 
lit thought of nothing save hoi' to play a tnek opon the 
Sultan, A practical joke was very dear to him. He ae<ord- 
hijzly made peace proposals to Mundhir. “ I will eoine and 
dwell in Comova*” he said; -1 will be a general m your 
army, and mv sons shall become your clients. .Jundliir 
fell 'into the" trap. Summoning the Ivady ami principal 
divines of C ordova, he commanded them to draw up a 
treaty of peace on the lines proposed by lbn Halsiin, j he 
hitter then presented himself before the Sultan—who had 
cst:djli>hed his headquarters in a neigh l curing vast It— and 
hoaweti him tfiseiul graciously a hundred mules to Bobus! r<> 
to carry awav his goods arid chattels. The Sul tail con¬ 
sented, and os the army quitted the neighbourhood of 
Bobastro, the mules were sent to the fortress under the 
escort often centurions and a hundred and filly troopers, 
Carelessly guarded, since it was believed that lie could lx; 
trusted, Ibn Hafsun escaped by night, returned with all 
haste to Bobostro, ordered » party of his men to follow him, 
attacked the escort, captured the mules, and drove them 
into safe custody behind the massive walls of the castle. 

Enraged at having allowed himself to he tricked, Mundiur 
swore in'his wrath that lie would recommence the siege of 
Bohastro and never raise it until the perfidious Renegade 
surrendered. Death dispensed him from his vow. 
brother, ‘Abdallah, who was precisely of his own age. coveted 
the throne, but had no hope of ascending it if Ins brother 
{lied leaving a soil old enough to succeed him. lie there hire 
contrived to bribe Mundhir’s surgeon, and this mint in bleed¬ 
ing the SulUn used a poisonous lancet, with the result that 
Mtmdhir expired after n reign of barely two years (June sflh 
HUS'. Warned by the eunuchs, ‘Abdallah* who was then at 
Cordova, repaired to tile camp with all haste, informed the 
Viziers of his brother's death* and caused the oath of imp* 
giunce to be administered first to them, and then successively 
1 ii the kurashites, the Ojtmyyml clients, the government 
officials, rmd the generals. Since the soldiers were grumbling 
at Mundhir s resolve—for they were convinced that ltobostro 
impregnable—it was easy to foresee that they would 
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desert when they learned that tin* Sultan was no more 1 . An 
officer called *Al>dal]uh‘s attention to I lu ir disaffection, and 
advised him to conceal the fact of his brother's death and 
to bury him somewhere in the neighbourhood- 'Abdullah 
rejected this advice with well-dissembled indignation. 
" What J ' he exclaimed, “shall I abandon my brother's 
corpse to the tender mercies of a people who ring bells and 
worship crosses! Never! Though 1 should perish in its 
defence, I will convey it to Cordova!" Muiulliir’s death 
was then announced to the soldiers, who could not have 
received more welcome intelligence. Without waiting for 
orders front the new Sultan, they forthwith made prepara¬ 
tions for returning to their homey, and as 'Abdullah marched 
towards Cordova, his army steadily melted away. 

* I bn Hafsfin, who did not hear of Murtdhir's death until 
the homeward march had begun, hastened to profit by the 
disorder which marked thin precipitate retreat, tie hud 
cap Lured many atnigglers and much booty, when 'Abdallah 
sent his page Fortunio h* beg the Spanish chieftain not to 
attack what fvns practically a funeral procession-adding the 
assurance that he wished for nothing better than to live at 
peace with him. Whether from generosity or policy lbn 
Hafsfm immediately refrained from further pursuit. 

‘Abdullah readied Cordova with scarcely forty horsemen : 
all his other soldiers had nhmidoned him. 

I Attiidhitibq : (bn KHuIlMu. <J, III. u\ ; fiul dr* firth. f£Lalir)* 
t. nwl : I bn AflhiirJ htrod*. il m U7-S1, 

l^t il-KIwIlK >W F F- (Art. pij-i "Oitist llm IJ1 fWi i \}; llm 
tl-KutirTTa, ii|: JT7-i> ; Xuwa. M, Wff-s ; I hi ftayjin. il 


CHAPTER XII 
SArwAii 


* tHDALLAH ascend^ the throne itinier sinister 
/Y amspiees, The fabric of the State, long Mapped by 
racial antipathies, seemed about to crumble into ruin. I bn 
llafsiin and his mountaineers might, in themselves, have 
proved no insuperable obstacle; but the Arab noble?;, 
taking advantage of the general disorder, had also begun Lo 
lift their heads aud aim ut independence. This movement 
was more formidable for the numairhy than the revolt of 
the Spaniards —Stlch ut least was 'Abdullah's opinion. 
Since. the rein re. if he were not to Ik- wholly isolated, It was 
neeOSsary for him to come to an understanding eitiicr with 
the Spanish people or with the nobles, he resolved to make 
advances to the former. He Iwd already shown marks of 
favour to some of them, and hud been oil terms of dflws 
intimacy with I bn Menran, “the Galician," when they 
were comrades in the Sultan ''dohuuimed's body-guard. 
He now offered the government of Hegio to I bn Hats in i, 
conditionally OH the recognition by that chieftain of the 
royal supremacy. At first this new policy seemed justified 
by its success. I bn Haisun, did homage. rind showed Ids 
confidence in the Sultan by sending his son and some of 
ids captains to the Court. The SuJtitn, for his part, did all 
he could to cement the alliance; he treated his guests 
with the utmost friendliness, and loaded them with gifts, 
After several months had elapsed, however, I bn lin&hn 
made no further attempt to restrain his soldiers, who 
pillaged hamlets and t illages up to the very gates of Owttna, 
I',? iju, and even Cordova itself; and when the royal troops 
sent against these marauders wi re routed, he openly broke 
with the Siillim mid expdlal his agents. 

' A brlfilluh, otter ail, laid not Miceeedcd io winning over 
the .Spaniards, and in trying to do so he drifted into a grave 
conflict with hfe own race. It was scarcely to be expected 
that in the provinces, where the royal anthoritv had become 

JH 
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■almost imperceptible, the Arabs would yield obedience to ft 
111 on: 1 roll who was hand in glove with their enemies. 

Events taking place in the province of Elvira first claim 
our attention. 1 f pious memories Imve any influence over 
men's hearts, no province ought to Imve been more devoted 
to the Christian religion than that of Elvira. It had licet! 
the cradle of Spanish Christianity ; In it had been heard the 
preaching of the Seven Missionaries 1 —who, according to 
ancient tradition, had been Lhe disciples of the Apostles at 
HomO—when all the rot of the Peninsula was plunged in 
pagan darkness, Later. nlxnit a.o. non. the capital of the 
province* had been the scene of a memorable Council, 
The Spaniards of Elvira, indeed, long ran mined faithful to 
■*ht religion of fIu:ir ancestors. In the Capital the foimdn- 
lioiis fit n great mosque had been laid, soon after the 
conquest, hy Hannsb Saiulm, one of Musa's most pious 
followers, but so few were the Moslem inhabitants of the 
town, thnt a century and a half later this mosque remained 
as Him ash had left it. The churches, 011 the other hand, 
were numerous and wealthy: even at Granada, although 
a great port 01 that city was in the hands of the Jews, there 
were at least four, and out 1 of them—outside the Elvira gate 
—which had been built at the beginning of the seventh 
century by Gudila, a Gothic noble, was of incomparable 
magnificence,* 

Ihit during the reigns of 1 Abd-er*JlaJim£n II and 
Mohammed, apostasy spread and 1 seen me general. In the 
province of Elvira people were no more deaf to the voice of 
self-interest than elsewhere, while the shameless debaucheries 
and notorious impiety of the maternal uncle of liostegtsfe 
—Samuel, Bishop of Elvira—had naturally inspired many 
Christians with an aversion for a religion whose ministers 
were so unworthy. Persecution did the rest. This the 
infamous Samuel himself directed. Deposed at length for 
his scandalous conduct, lie hastened to Cordova and declared 
himself a Moslem. Henceforth he behaved wiLh the utmost 

1 TLii* i J Tiiiim ennortf 1*d ilk * LftUU m the HufcirWbJu llhiryLt-i ; 

,f Hi *Utit ptrrjjkuj limiht:* (iJjJiwHi* 

l uftllliltUi*, ‘I rpEfrint, ihjur IMririi; 

Mi- 1 1 nEnirti ll- ih* Spciuiiilii 

^rilir tr LlItm ki* C'w*ttltWjiin tiUJfL 4 * 
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1 Si K nf limnn iU, ntm r fbrt tflCHfWn l*3nn% iWttfG. 
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enmity towards his former Hock. whom the Govtm®8it had 
tunded over to hi> indiseri minuting ferocity, and many of 
them found in apostasy the only means of saving their 
lives and property. In the end, .so numerous did the 
Renegades become in Cordova, that the Government 
deemed it necessary to provide them with a spat ions 
imwjue. This edifice was completed in SW. during the 
reign of Mohammed. 

The Arabs of the province were. For the most part, 
descendants of the soldiers of Damascus, who, disliking the 
narrow confines of a town, had settled in the open country, 
These rural Arabs, relatively to the Spaniards, formed an 
extremely proud and exclusive aristocracy. They had hut, 
few dealings with the inhabitants of the Capital; a sojourn 
in Elvira—a gloomy city, situated amidst dreary hills of 
volcanic origin* barren and rocky, whereon the summer 
Mower was as rare ns the winter sj lowfinke—had no attraction 
for them; hut on Fridays, when they entered the town, 
ostensibly to attend public worship but actually to display 
their richly caparisoned chargers, they never failed to treat 
the Spaniards with elaborate disdain. Aristocratic haughti¬ 
ness is never mure frankly offensive than when displayed by 
men whose mutual relations are characterised by polished 
courtesy. In the eyes of the Arabs, the Spaniards, whether 
Christians or Moslems, were “the vile rabble"—such was 
the established phrase. They thus invited an inexpiable 
grievance against themselves, and open collisions between 
the two races became frequent : already, some thirty years 
before the epoch with which we are about to deal, the 
Spaniards hail besieged the Arabs in Lite Alhambra, where 
they had sought refuge. 1 

At the commencement of ‘Abdallah's reign, we find the 
Spaniards engaged in deadly strife with the Arab nobles. 
The latter, who hud entirely broken with the Sultan, had 
chosen for their leader a brave soldier of the tribe of Kais. 
Yiiiiya ibn SokAltt by name. Driven out of their village* 
by their opponents, they had occupied a fortified position in 
a castle to the north-east of Granada, near Giuir«ahortun:i. 
They infested the district around this castle, the Spanish 
name of which was formerly Monte Sacra, afterwards- 
vomiptcd. by Arab pronunciation, to Montexicar. The 
Renegades and Christians, commanded by N&bi), accordingly' 

1 Nhj iktaiE* of thtv iTirtre Iciiowit : it U rcfarr*ri tn bf tin *?(«rjiili Jutfs AWi ; 
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laid siege to this, strong hold, slew a number of its defenders 
and at length captured it. Yuliya Ibn Sokala saved him¬ 
self by flight, but so few of his adherents were left tluit 
lie was obliged to lay down bis arms and come to terms 
with life Spanish. Henceforth he often visited the Capital. 
He probably became involved in 11 conspiracy; at any rate, 
in Lbe Spring of 880 the Spaniards fell upon him, without 
warning, and slew him. together with his companions ; they 
then threw the bodies into a well and began to hunt down 
the Arabs like deer. 

H'lie joy of the Spaniards was great. “The spears of 
tmr foes are broken! ” sang their poet A bli;’ " u c have 
lowered their pride! 1 The vile rabble have laid the axe 

at the root of their power. Long will their dead, wham we 
east into the well, await in vain mi avenger!" 

The plight of tlic Arabs was the more perilous since 
they were at variance among themselves. The anarchy 
into which they hud fallen had revived the fatal rivalry of 
Ma'additea and Yemenites; in many districts, such ns that of 
Sidona, the two races were in active hostility. 1 n the pro. 
Vince of Elvira, when a successor to V shy a had to be chosen, 
the Yemenite*, who seem to Slave been in a majority, 
struggled with the Ma'sdditcs for the hegemony To bo 
divided against themselves at such a critical period was to 
invite utter ruin. The Yemenites fortunately realized ^this 
in time; they gave way, and by agreement with their rivals 
conferred the leadership on Sauwar. 1 This intrepid chief¬ 
tain liceamc the saviour of his people, and in after years it 
was said: “If Allah bad not given Sauwar Lo the Arabs, 
they would have been exterminated. 

A Kaisite. like Yahya, Sauwur would naturally desire 
to avenge the death of his Pel low-tribes man, but he had 
another motive for seeking retribution, since at the storming 
of Monte Snero he had seen his eldest son slain by the 
Spaniards. From Unit moment he had been consumed by 
a thirst for vengeance. According to his own testimony 
he was already advanced in years : “ Women no longer 

value my love?’ he says in one of his poems, “ since my 
locks have grown hoary ;” and. indeed, lie brought to the 

1 ‘Atohrr-iUfciittku ik All mad ; *umu>«E AMS fpriui bk italic place A lilt, nwt 

1 |’1 inrtli iu ilc^cEii irm;i Elmwfr. tiling rtf tlifp il^ni h*i*, fho 
>Umj<cTii us Slip ikiitrlfl AlbuLul^ X nf ftronadl*III* dewubiUlltl tUll 
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sanguinary tusk which he was about to accomplish a stulr- 
bcun ferocity almost inconceivable in. a young nmn, l>m 
explicable in a veteran who, dominated by one final passion, 
shuts his soul against till pity and all human sentiment 
It would almost seem that he believed himself a destroying 
angel, and that all his gentler instincts—if such existed— 
litre stifled by the self-conviction of Ins divine mission, 

After summoning ns many Arabs ns he could lo his 
standard, Sauivikr's first object was to regain possession of 
Monte Sitero, He had a twofold motive for this; be wished 
to I mill « fortress which might serve ns A base in further 
operations—and to slake his revenge in the blood of the 
slayers of his son. Ah hough Monte Sworn was fully manned 
the Arab* took it by a^sanlL San war exacted a terrible 
vengeance * lie put to the sword all the soldiers of the 
garrison, to the numbs of six thousand. He then stormed 
other castles. Every victory was followed by frightful car- 
bilge; never did this terrible man spare n Spaniard's life; 
whole families were annihilated; and for numberless estates 
no heirs were found. 

In their distress, the Spaniards of Elvira besought .Tad, 
{•ovemor of the Province, lo aid them, promising henceforth 
tn submit to him. dad consented, and at tlie head of Ins 
own troops and Lire Spaniards, he attacked Sun war. 

1 he Arab chieftain awaited his adversaries without Hindi- 
mg. The battle was hotly contested, but the Arab* gained 
the day, pursued the foe to the gates of Elvira, and slew 
seven thousand of them, .fitd himself fell into the hands of 
the victors. I his successful encounter,known as the Hattie 
ot .lad. tilled the Arabs with indescribable joy. Hitherto 
t icy Imd confinedthemselves to making attacks on castles, 
but now. tor the first time, they had beaten their enemy in 
tin: open held, and had offered a multitude of victim* to Lhe 
Mfiart of \ ahyn. Thus does Sa‘id >bn JMI, one of their 
bravest warriors and best poets, express their emotions: 


t ,k ? C '*J* wl * t *^ Infidel*, wJk> to your il vine linur ilrcUre Llic not: 
6uth «<i » lalw, 1 hr *|«w jvu to Areajp. tn tr y*Jiy|. \Ve itew v«u. It 

, 1 *"‘ 1,1 ’ 1 ,' 1 ricklniilr dhl vc s.tir thi- foafo «f 

“ 7 1 * h .” ***** rwjjlratri to aver^r their . 1 . 1 .. OuurwJr*. 

u U ‘ if? 1 * ilJJ «'-’ r - tn their IMiiiw .fo* 

n m l f liwalt, nail ,rr caurL^ 

«> i.i. u i ip« rmiiK ,-liirfctiti nwcfit. y«l An lllustrlouj cincflvjiii' 

Hu ,rRf>w ° Of ,11 nther,: he tnherjN the nubUltT r,i Ub 

■ oddrtMwl Uj If liawil to and UirutliiiM, In tfc*Kau 
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inrt.riifwmtilc wieojrtors. Il<* hut Lion - Tic |, sprung fmn, \he pomt l,|, M „j 
■ I Nlsir; hit h tin* lt#T t'f hi# train: »-. nunr #• Hr ccnn-Mi in iivrimv 
JP tribesmen \ dione uilgUtv men wh u Lfttslril In hit vs*i. Hr hall, 
..rmgftl thrm! JJr hath put (rt the *w.*rd tile ton. of the pile .me#, iuul 
whG %U\\ live ^vh tn thtAr fettm. W# hi^c iWn you in tluKtsajuta i 
I lit The -tenth of a inVrCail dt>. # not fur ttlnt ,mhlr._ 

■■ Ain# ’ -II *ln ir nwincss they munlcml mu Vnhjri when lie *u tlwfli 

1 Tli'-y hiit'-h-. .1 him, liiex Hit .-.ml ilctnioiftlc «hv«' IW .re 
nil their iJvihIa ! hut 1 liii tTmiir ttai uuuhmAf Theif nilMfruUl-t' f*tif 
ni.rtlli them of rhrir fufly. 1 mil on, villains l Ye MtacsIiiAtcd him in 
*plU- of all your w.th* ami trattat” 

After his brilliant victory, Sun war concluded treaties 
with ! lie Arabs of Hcgio, .lien, and even Cnlatatva, and re¬ 
commenced bis depredations and massacres. The Spaniards, 
utterly disheartened, could devise no other means of safety 
than to throw themselves into the amis of the Sultan. 
They therefore implored bis protection. The Sultan would 
yladiy have granted h. had it been in bis power; as it was, 
lie could but promise liis friendly intervention. Sauwfir was 
accordingly informed that lie might be entrusted with a 
Jnrge share in the Government of the province, provided 
that he submitted to llie Sultan’s uutlioritv, and promised 
to leave the Spaniards in peace. Sauwar accepted these 
conditions. Lie and the Spaniards solemnly swore mutual 
amity, and material order was re-established'throughout the 
province. Unfortunately the resulting culm was deceitful; 
unrest and passion still rankled in all hearts. Having no 
enemies to exterminate in his immediate neighbourhood, 
Sau wir at tacked the allies and vassal* of I bn H afs im. H is 
cruel exploits and the piteous appeals of their fel Jo w-coun hy¬ 
men suddenly revived the sentiment of nationality among 
tht: people of Elvira. With a common impulse they Hew 
to arms, the whole province followed their example; the 
war-cry was raised in every family, and the Arabs—attacked 
and beaten on fill sides#—hastened to take shelter in the 
A Ih umbra. 1 

Captured by the S pani a rd s, re-captured by the Amir., 
the Alhambra was little more than a majestic hut almost 
defenceless ruin. It was, however, the only place of refuge 
lett for the Arabs, and if they suffered it bo he taken they 
would certainly be slaughtered to the last man. They 
therefore resolved to defend it to the uttermost. As long 
** tl] e sun was in the heavens they vigorously repelled the 

Varmn vcuum of thr ftwt AJttinibm —* #T. F, &mwwi, /MrWorm M Koine 

■* f # W/ruj/n ICiJlj, (ip. 5f.) jy, 
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incessant iwsuidts of the Sptmiimls who, with fury hi llieir 
heart*, reckoned on making at) end once for all of Lhcir 
ruthless oppressors. At nightfall, by the light of torches, 
the defenders re|iaired tile walls and bastions of the fortress; 
hut fatigue, watchings, the prospect of instant death if they 
slackened their efforts for a moment, threw them into a stale 
of feverish excitement which made them an easy piey to 
superstitious terrors which they would have blushed for in 
other circumstances. One night, while they were at work 
oti the fortifications, a stone lieu over the ramparts and fell 
at their feel. Au Arab picked it up, and found attached 
to it a scrap of paper; this when unrolled displayed three 
verses, which he read in a loud voice amidst the pro Torn id 
silence of his comrades; t 

■■ j UviT riling^** are ilt-ar>3rtt<r r their fu 1 lei*. lit! fallow, over them thr whirl 
*3nrl f&hei the «*niL Slim hjy Iei iht- Allmnilin t tortf ^Lui ucw crbnc* ; 
hill tilt re itkri HirV will lum In hulriinl In ixmlti mnl jfnfr* nlji | Jih ijtil lhcir 
fntiicrK when L'x|KiMfd to mi r "pram nm! iwortl* h# 

As he read these lines, by the uncertain light of to relit-' 
whose (lames fitfully illumined the darkness, the Arabs, who 
had nlready begun to despair of victory, fell a prey to the 
gloomiest presentiments. '* These Verses,” said one of them 
later on, ** seemed to us a warning from heaven ; as we 
listened to them, we were seized with n, tenor which could 
not have been increased if we had been beleaguered by nil 
the armies of the earth. 1 ' Some of them, less impressionable 
than the rest, tried to reassure their comrades hy telling 
them that the pebble had not fallen from heaven, as they 
seemed disposed to believe, but had been thrown among 
them by the hand of an enemy, and that the verses were 
probably the composition of the Spanish poet AblL By 
degrees this idea prevailed, and they called upon their own 
poet Asadi to compose a defiance of the enemy, in the same 
metre and with the same rhyme. Such a task was ih* 
novelty for A Mid I; he had often engaged in poetical duels 
of the kind with Abli; hut he was of a nervous tempera* 
mail, his imagination was easily affected, tuid now—more 
moved and troubled than any'of the rest-ffie rucked his 
brains lit lore he could produce even two verses, and they 
showed dearly that inspiration was lacking; 

" Our vflbijie, art »at i| e *,L.t* nefUurr <|>. imr Grid* |fc tallow. <h*r 
cwil<* mirttvU u« nxiumt all uttaelt,; Wc BU»4 *b#r; here i*e iiltm 

tiiurnj.il i fur tiurMUes and defeat for yew.' 
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T« complete the reply, it tliircJ verse was nettled ; Asad!, 
overwhelmed by his own emotions, could not hit upon one. 
Blushing with shame, and with downcast eyes, lie stood 
eonl'iist^ and speechless, as though he had never composed 
a verse m his life. 

This unlooked-for difficulty was not likely to revive the 
downcast courage of the Arabs. Partly reassured, they had 
already been inclined to see nothing supernatural in 'wind 
hail happened; hut when they found tbat.quite unexpectedly. 
Uispiruliurt had failed their poet, their superstitious fears were 
redoubled. Overcome with shame, Asadi retired to Ills 
apartment, where suddenly he heard a voice saying: "Of 
a truth when we sally forth, ye shall experience a defeat so 
terrible that in one moment the hair of voiir wives mid 
children shall grow' white! ” It was the third verse, which 
he had nicked his brains for in vain, I le looked around, but 
saw no one. Firmly convinced that Lhc words had been 
uttered by an unseen spirit, he ran to the chief Adlui, bis 
intimate Mend, and related to him what had happened. 
" Let m rejoice! ” cried A did. “ Truly, 1 am of thy 
opinion; this verse was the work of a spirit, and we may 
rest assured that the prediction will lie accomplished. It 
must be so; this vile race must perish, for God hath said : 

' V\ hnever in funking exact reprisal for injury done him. 
shall again be wronged, Clod will assuredly aid him.' " 1 

Convinced that the Eternal had taken them under bis 
protection, the Arabs wrapped the paper containing their 
poet’s verses round a pebble and cast it amidst the enemy. 

A week later they saw the Spanish army. twenty 
thousand strong, preparing to attack them on the eastern 
side, and placing their engines on a hill. Instead of allow¬ 
ing his brave men to be massacred within a ruined fortress, 
Simwar preferred to lead them out against the enemy, As 
soon as tlic* battle was joined, be abruptly quitted the field, 
with n body nf picked men. Making a detour, unobserved hy 
the foe, he flung himself against the division pasted on the 
hill with such impetuosity that be put them to rout. The 
sight of what was happening above them threw the 
Spaniards upon the plnin into a panic, for they thought tlmt 
tiie Arabs bad received reinforcements. A frightful carnage 
ensued; pursuing their routed foes to the gates of Elvira, 
the Arabs slew twelve thousand, or, according to some 
accounts, seventeen thousand men. 


* nil ii i* 
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This Es how Sa*i<I ibn Juili sau^ of this second engage¬ 
ment, known as the Iiattle of the City : 

■ r Thi;y I nut bcaned, llics-r mum uf the paje tiites, 'When our p \iwf 
eittmflteini tthu a| will full cm jm like 4 trmpc*l. Vr will tint rwfrt it. jc 
m-LKI tmuHi wUla feat; the tliviigcrt ciutlc will nut ahdtrr j-citt! 1 Vet wr 
sjrr5¥e Imrfc thut urim when we wet it. its oue itrlveth iiwrtv the lhmt 
Hutler infer nhe'ii lutuli. ctr .n f«air rlrlvcth fbtth mm* l*i fnmi a ttuhfr. Ofu 
ij-utls the tLiupwt terribleJ the min fell in K\w thmiile? 

r- n i. rr ■ rJ, a ml tin- liglfctiiifijif ipHt the doudii—but nut on an cIIlI the a tottu 
(■Fiir+ti Y*mr T^nlti foil beniath raf triu-tj-cwfirdn, fum beneath (hr 
rta|irr'n uckle 

11 Wtic-n tilvf beheld our mirUujibij our Rwonfo * truck -iucIj terror iulu 

tJn-sr hearts tlinl ihor htlrir d thfkr Lkn.i.-L^ and flnl ■ then hi I Wisuprm Hn-ui 

iiini pierced them HlIiow spefurn. Suitic wr Umk i tjitive anrl killed with 
fillH*; oilicrs, a pej it+ mortal origimh, ran fur tiiuir \hc* and (bqoif tiir 
4 .Kflij luo strait, > r |u*vt !nnaid tat a chosen tutnd whmr am right writ 
brain) !ht liradn of their euerak* when the! rain of wlilqli y* ^uik* Ckllw in 
gTi-at droids. We are the »«i* of‘Addin, who escel an making 
i^ml the of Krttit^u w U llkr vnltojvn nn their pn-y. Our chirf. 

«k mljsfdy warrior, a Iror 13mi, tirrty where renowned, h --V tlm- right vtoeh of 
K.u-^ for mniLv u jwr the nuEileM mid bom=1 fun. iscknowledgod |ti- 
jjry-tcuirtciiT^ ii Lfthnir 4sid jtiujpnnuuiS-i, l-hTniumibki* In 1 Spnir.g h-rm 
n I'uiudv of Vfl1l;tiit kuigbla whose bhvxl ItaUi uoirr mingled with jiij ulh'n 
**>"■ ■ h* frdloili <i|Mti Ilih fin* as E^oJicctli un Arab amd a Kajaiic —t 
tmtwwrkof fiiilb in he a^almt tbr iiifidol 1 

|J t>r a Irutli Sfliiwdr bnuidJtbed tbjit dnv « right ^«M»d ^niird which 
M j vrml heaiin as r>nl^ a blutc of fine tetnjrar can 1 It w.ih by EiI k ansi th*t 
Albdj iku ihr uuhidJcvur-P handed afplitnt n*. When the fatal mament bud 
tmvtnji tor thewenc i>f the pair one*, otir ebii f at Uic hcAii i»r lik bfWfe 
warriors, ^ » umuntasn ; their thuiiber w ^ iogrnat iliAl Ehr forth 

^* frDW u> ELieii*, All the roijih^ mim ehiu Lt-ij at Full 

*jh*H on thdr sir-igiiiiig rhjirgrnL 

« Yr de>Erni w*r; jo yo t A fatal, mil oik you did Gocl brins MiUen 
dnhfuriicmE^ - 

Sii entity! wju^j the position in which the Spaniards found 
tncm^lycs lifter itiii difiastroiis battle, that they hut! no 
nlUrmnlfre to iniplorlnp the aid and acknowledging the 
Mthontir ot tJie chief mm of their race, ‘Omar ibn IlafttiiL 
i hey adopted this course, am) before long Tbu Ilafsinu 
who was not far off, entered Elv ira wiili hi% army, reorganized 
Uie citj tniJitia. gathered beneath iiis standard ^ force maile 
m:- Uom tJic garrisons of the la-i-Jili^nriih/ i 
h*rth against Sauwir. Tim! leader Itati prnfltet! by the 
interval to obUiin reinforcements fmm the Arnb^ of J neft 
and Uegns, and hk anny was now so numerous that he 
ventured to liopc f->r success when he ntut "Ouxar. Nor w:v* 
us hope frustmted After losing many of bis best troops* 
r n j ,1 °i owu blofKl, Ibn Hafsnn was obliged to 

tfUJ back. Accustomed to victory, this reverse enraged him* 
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lie put the blame on the in habitants of Elvira, reproached 
them for misconduct during the fray, and in his anger levied 
huge contributions on the citizens, declaring that they must 
themselves pay for a war waged entirely in their own interests, 
lie then returned to Bob&stro with the bulk of his army, 
leaving the defence of Elvira to his lieutenant, Ihiis tbu el- 
Moro, 

Among Llie prisoners whom lie took with him was the 
gallant Sa'id ibn .fudi. Du ting his captivity this excellent 
poet, composed these verses; 

" J-iuiT rtiumgr, A Hi I luifir, lilt- fnrHlh ! Ur l.lirr liinE jrjV will itietiecil 
wrov Lni] thnl yiijj will tlrjjjirt hriHV TniHfNrtunr for IuJjJjLh.'**- 

wJia Have yemri hi thfii pnsem, hi-diij t en retie the GettU In th$ 

bright &im*Hhr AU*! if wp w mptivi'ftj \\ it m>t Upaii* tu. 1 liirfrsfiilerr 
br-t Ip c*me wt allowed ouridv. < r>« fo«: stirprtwd. Hiitl m fort WlLtn; 
Wanii il in^jp tll l j |wfttit of qny wt«o h i: heivr jiribtarU'd iiir, for the jinr-t*- 

mtn ksiuW lay biairtry null Holdm ^ [\\ Utf Hour of i3*!hgrr 

"And rhijLi, traveller, take gre dim** to mi nublc fStiiir rrnd Jin Lender 
EfloUitr, win? will bear with Lranty i I tiuit. (hoci hftit H^eO (lie. Sllult ml no 
my HduV( I \ wifi, md (rpcrrl to I r tHe^i wsirfl►, : | nUtny* dl.iLt UsStlI. I ’ 

tbeffi even tip I he Dny of Jiidgmcijl : I shall prvadil koyteif Hnfon my 
('rMinr, ntf beani filled! with lipv Ima^f. ()f ^ troth the gnef whir h lhr»$i 
ESiiWf h. «rJr\i alFUrts me tilore bitterly tiun iliirajiL'i-. op tllv pnuij^l ufll - 
(1T»vl-/ 

ff IVrduiii* i- 2 vji.tN be put U? t! ill-, brre, rmd turned : vre a \m i\r xuur>, 
invil L j irefbmc Hi in tali elrarimn’Y nn the butt I e ilelii jjhi| Lftfim 1 tlif 

ffl«l Ilf TTillunM * f 

After I bn MaE fin's tit: part ure, Sou war fell into an 
ambuscade, and was slain by l he inhabitant* of Elvira. 
When his corpse was horde into the town the uir rung with 
shouts of joy. Drunk with vengeance, Lite women glared 
like beasts of prey at the body of him who Imd bereft them 
of brothers, Imslwuids, and children, and then with yells of 
rage cut it into morsels—and devoured it !' 

'Hie A rubs chose as their new leader Sa'id ibn Jrtdi, whom 
I bn tlaiWin had lately set at liberty u.n. Sim j. Although 
Sa'id Imd been Sauwar's friend and had sung praises of his 
gallant deeds, he resembled him in no respect. Of noble 
birth—Ids grandfather had been successively Ksufr of Elvira 
and Prefect of Cordova under llakam 1—he was moreover an 
ideal Arab cavalier, mid his contemporaries attribute- to him 
the ten qualities of a perfect gentleman. Tkse were, 
liberality, courage, siciiI in huisouumship, personal beauty, 

* Worthy m *nrh me—to t* ww# Um AiufiTwnor wIni^ m ibt iIj^ji • p>f 

NApvIfltiL I. thru* iLBifUjeHM (rilii liurpsbje- j*M+ uti tJi- unuUvVil I rrm-it." ±fcjt| 

with »w?-' ■natlirr In lultiift tnrtimr* ■•j'-nn Hlimji, flirii^SJtij^ kilim ni H'iwri ml 
imlt M Je Bfloeat, M&r. :r 4 p. 
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poetic talent, eloquence* strength. the arts of wielding the 
spur* of fencing, and of bending tilt bow. ile was the only 
Arab whom llm Hafsiiu dreaded to encounter in the held, 
When, before a battle* Sa id challenged Jim HaFsfin to 
single combat* the latter, brave though he was did not dare 
to cross swords with him. On one occasion, in a melee, S»‘id 
suddenly found himself face to face with S ho Mafsftn, The 
latter tried to elude him. but Sa id seined him round the 
body, threw him to the ground, and would have shiin him. 
hud not I bn Hals Art's soldiers interposed tuticl forced him to 
release bis bold. 

This bravest of knights was also the most susceptible 
to the softer passion*: None yielded more readily to the 
allurement of u gentle voice or beautiful tresses, none felt 
more keenly the seductive power of a lily hand. One day, 
during the reign of Mohammed, os he passed by Prince 
■Abdallah's palace in Cordova, a melody sung in a womans 
voice fell upon his ear* The song proceeded from a room 
on the first floor, the window of which gave upon the street, 
and the singer was the beautiful Jell tine. She was with the 
prince, her master, now pouring out wine for him, anti now 
singing. Attracted by an indefinable fuseinat ion, >iiid 
placed himself in n corner, where he could lisLu at his ease, 
unobserved by passers-by. With his eves fixed upon the 
window, lie listened, lost in ecstasy, and burning with desire 
to sec the fair songstress. After waiting for a long time, 
he at Inst caught a glimpse of h small white hand, ns it 
extended a cup to the prince. That was all; but the 
incomparable elegance of the hand, and the soft and ex* 
prevdvt* voice, made the heart of the poet throb, and set fire 
to his brain. A la*1 an insuperable burner divided him 
hum the object of his love. In despair he tried to divert 
his passion into other channels. lie purchased at on im¬ 
mense price the most beautiful slave whom lie could find, 
•ind he called her Jchine. But in spite of the girl’s efforts 
to please her comely lord, she did not succeed in making 
him forget her namesake; thus he lamented r 

•Tri" 1 «n'tct »"irj( wtudl I lirrtnl. nvlxlicj mv -mil, -nu| iijiLnS-’iS t Lit 
vnmn win r. .Wlj n.„*uqw. tm It i> u«.fi hftnc, whom I slmll ettr- 
! ,iihl 11 my hi art, Olsr eyr* hnvfl ih j i ™ 

met. U JeMnc, object wf x31 my ti&ifciy cheriih thM limnt s*ml takir- 
* hfci‘]i !. iih Ihm- r.-r| If, thy k-vpur-' With icnj-i I invoke ihj 
iiiiiiir, wtili the fcrtutir urn I yf a m<fnk who Imokfl hh ulnt 

[lo^LnAe* htivabcLf before hi* tang*!*” 
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Notwithstanding such ardent verses, breathing the spirit 
of n Provencal troubadour. Sa'ld dlrj not long retain 
memories of the fair delaine. Fickle tlie wind "wander¬ 
ing ceaselessly from desire to desire—enduring passions and 

J ibtonfc reveries were not for him ; witness these verses of 
ijs composition which A rub writers never quote without 
piously adding, 11 May Hod forgive him! ” 

I hf «w«t‘U«t in life 0 wht.ii Uio wim- cnp circle*; when after 

* M" 1 *™" 1 k ftivnclUJ in timO lov< r; ..r, yet again, whrn «>• nwtaidlv 
i Futirnr^ and mt nnre mmr nt \uaa% 

" * llittdrrlr t»f pkunrr- i. i frr stxUjtl wnr-home tfc&t inknUi Lta 

I ill fmttfCfl Fih U^tli; } ItaVt? ho tknJn* i p r ■ ^ t :i I 4 1 1 

14 Stuidfmt n-h.n tht *14^1 1.2 ill .11 >1 linvt'n ovtr n» hr.ul in rl>, ,J : n 
Li-itt]--, ti |iair til litlgla ryt-> cun Mt-iv mt , they wit]." 

He had, therefore, already forgot ten Jdiune, when n 
new beauty was brought to him from Cordova. When she 
presented herself before him modesty induced her to lower 
her eyes, whereupon Sa'id improvised these verses; 

‘■Win-, fair iific, ilia; turn thy jltiUn’i’ from tn*' tn 111 It On ttir 

itnoiml r Can It Lie 1I..11 1 mu mipJcmiij".^ in tin .OgJn? lU Allah, tlml n 
not ir-uiiitj tint Kiithwnl 1 Itiaphrt, nml I i!an? insure you that 1 ma bettw 
uortli thr Picard thdti li tin- |uif nom! ' 

Sa'id was undoubtedly a most brilliant representative of 
the nobility j but he had not San war s sterling qualities. 
The death of that great eliief was therefore a loss fir which 
Sn'id could not compensate, Tlmnk^ to Sau war's rare, who 
had rebuilt many half-ruined Human fo rtre s ses—such ns 
Mentesn and Host! (Uoyjii—the Arabs were ahk* to hold 
their own under his successor ; but although they had no 
quarrel with the Sultan, who had recognised Sa'id, they 
gained no further victories over the Spaniards. The Moslem 
chroniclers, who arc very reticent wjth regard to S.rids 
expedition* — a sufficient proof that they were not usually 
successful—only inform us that at least on one occasion 
J'dvjm submitted to his authority, When he made his 
entry into the town, Abh, the Spanish poet, presented Kim - 
sclf and recited a set of verses composed in his praise, Sa'id 
rewarded him liberally; hut when the poet had departed, 
nn Arab exclaimed: “Didst thou give money, Emir, to 
that man f Hast thou forgotten that not tong ago he was 
the vilest lire brand of them all t Did lie not dare to say * 

* Dong will the dead whom we threw into the well, wait in 
' nin for an avenger 1* " 
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Sa*id seemed to ted a scarcely healed wound re-^jtftied; 
lib eyes blazed with wrath, and he cried to a kinsman of 
Ynhyft ibn Sok&la, "Follow tlmt man, slay him. and let Ids 
own corpse be thrown into n well!" 'Hie command was 
promptly obeyed. 

[AvTtiuiUTtt*; Itiu K»f?4u, IT H-a, 37-4*1, !)9-4 : llu. nt-Kflllft-ji, 
f 37 f Atmi., iL 4; Ibn al-AfcUkr, jip, WJ-7 1 Hfli aUKli«t% 

MS (<’•), d Arts (<n &mw3t. MS. (E.J, »tiH <m Sa'bl itw JftiU 

^AWiVr, |i J 






CHAPTER XIII 

THE RENEGADES OF SEVILLE 


D l RING the progress of the struggle between the 
Spaniards of Elvira and the Arab nobility. events of 
iiiui fi gravity were Liking place at Seville. 

Nowhere was the national party so strong, i-Vom the 
(lays of the Visigoths, Seville had been the chief sent of 
learning :uid Roman civilization, and the residence of the 
noblest and wealthiest families. 1 The conquest had scarcely 
ftflcCttxl thfi 5i o(' ltd order. Oftlic A mbs, who preferred tfu- 
surrounding country, but few dwelt in the city, t Jescend- 
unts of Homans and Gotta therefore formed the majority of 
Uil- jiitahitants, Agriculture and commerce had made them 
wealthy: many ship* from over the sea came to Seville— 
then accounted one of the best harbour* of Spain — -to cm 
hark cargoes of cotton, olives, and tigs, which the land 
produced m abundance. Most of the Scvillnm hud earh 
abjured Christianity, for we tint! that in the reign of ‘Abd-er* 
Hnlimiin 11 a large mosque had been built for their u.se; 
but their uiitnniT* and customs, their leanings, even Uicir 
family names—such as Beni Angelino, and Beni Saburico*— 
betrayed their Spanish origin. 

These Renegades were for the most part peaceable, and 
far from hostile to the Sultan, whom they looked upon. in¬ 
deed, as the natural guardian of public order; but they 
ieared the Arabs—not so much those of the city, who ap¬ 
preciated the benefits of civilization, and did not concern 
themselves with tribal or racial animosities, as those of the 
nim districts. I lie latter hud preserved their bJuntncss, their 
inveterate national prejudices, their aversion to every race 
except their own, their warlike spirit, and their attachment 
to ancient familica whom they had obeyed for immemorial 
generations. Filled with envy' and hatred of the wealthy 

" ‘ run * 1 *“hi nutmunlKn nomeu IliWem 

*^U,.rt-iu FjLlniu . .it, 

Submit tit dii tut* ..irt- til, (uni* U-K e± -_ 

K ? rr,i * ™ w (,ut u *« *-* tu tiM*™ , t 
Mertili* I* unt * tidal rnttr) 

1 rtarten irf pf ^putn ; ef, /.j/i HJfli 
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Spaniards, they were ready to plunder find even massacre 
them lit the first opportunity, nr their leaders' invitation. 
The Arabs of the Axarafe were especially formidable, and 
the Spaniards—amongst whom there was current an old 
prediction that their city would be consumed by fird from 
the Axarafe—hrui concerted measures against being taken 
unawares by the sons of the Desert brigands, who were 
organized in twelve corps, each wills its own leader, banner, 
mid armoury, and who had formed alliances with the 
Ma'ulditc Arabs of the province of Seville and the Botr- 
Berbers of Moron* 

Among the influential Arab families of the province two 
were pre-eminent—the Beni Hajjftj and the Beni Khaldtin. 
The former, though wholly A mb in their ideas, were 
nevertheless descended in the female line from Witica. i he 
hit Gothic King save one. His grand-daughter, Sara, had 

ri married, as a widow, to one ’Omnir of the Yemenite 
tribe of l.aklnn, and four children were the issue of tIns 
marriage—it stock whence as many great families .sprang, the 
Beni l-lnjjfy being the wealthiest It was to Sam that the 
Beni HanAj owed their extensive domains in the Seued, 1 for 
an Arab historian—himself a descendant of Witica through 
Sam—remarks that ‘Oirwir had children by other wives, hut 
that none of their descendants could rival beta. The other 
family, that of the Beni Khaldun, were also of Yemenite 
origin; they belonged to the tribe of Ifodramactt and their 
properly lay in the Axarafe. The mem hem of these two 
great houses were not only farmers and soli hers, but 
merchants and shipowners. They usually resided in their 
country cattles, or borj, but from Lime to Lime visited their 
mansions in the city. 

At the beginning of * Abdullah's reign. Koraib was chief 
of the Beni Khaldun. He was treacherous and deceitful, 
hut possessed all the qualification?, of a party lender. Faith- 
ful to the traditions of his race, he detested the monarchy : 
it was his desire that the caste to which lie belonged should 
grasp once more the domination which the Omayyudr. 
had Hlched from iL First lie tried to stir up a revolt in 
the town itself. With this object he appealed to the Arab 
inhabitants, and endeavoured to revive l heir love of liberty. 


‘ TV rtUtmt bstirrmi S Trill* mil XkbU 

1 In i-h-irtm tri 1 the UsirtfrfcEith nHitiLiy frequent ncnLiUD i- itixilnfif ifi* ** 
.Uvriu-lMtEutj," w ihx "Tnrre Abcu-lUUon o //ir. k rf* 

IL 4 P lG t 17 . 
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He was not successful These A mbs were for the most 
part Kurashites, or clients of the reigning family, and were 
royalists-—or, at any rate, belonged to what might nov> l*c 
called he party of law and order. All they asked wjls to 
live in pence, undisturbed in their business and pleasures. 
They therefore felt no sympathy with Koraib'i designs; his 
adventurous temper and unbridled ambition inspired them 
with aversion and alarm. When he spoke to them of 
liberty, they told him that they hated anarchy, that they 
would not be the tool of any man’s ambition, and that they 
could dispense with his sinisu : counsels, 

Realizing that lie was wasting rime in the city. Koraib 
returned to the Axamfc. where he speedily aroused the 
cntlmsmsm of his fellow-tribesmen, who promised, almost 
to a man. to take up arms when he gave the signal He 
thereupon formed n league—comprising the Iliijjaj, the two 
\ emcniU’ chiefs of Nicbla and Sidorm, and the chief of the 
liorrios Berbers uf Cariuntm—with the object of detaching 
Seville from the Sultans dominions and plundering the 
Spaniards, The patricians of Seville, who find lost sight 
of Koraib, were ignorant Of this pint: from time to time 
vague rumours reached their ears, but tliey had no precise 
information and no suspicion of a dangerous conspirac y. 

Desiring to take vengeance, first of all, upon those who 
had refused to listen to him, and at the Mime time to show 
them that their sovereign could not defend them. Koraib 
secret!y informed the Bcrliers of Merida and Medellin that 
the province of Seville was almost denuded of t roops, and 
that if they had any hankering after rich booty it lay ready 
to their hands. Always ready for rapine/ these semi* 
barbarians took the Held, seized and pillaged TalviUa,' slay* 
ing Lhe men and enslaving the women and children, The 
Governor of Seville made a levy of all those able to bear 
arms and marched against the Berbers. F,earning that they 
were already masters of Talyata, the Govern err pitched his 
camp on a height known as the Hill of Olives. This was 
only three miles distant from the enemy, and both "ides 
prepared for battle on the morrow. Kiiraih, who, like the 
other nobles had furnished hi-, contingent to the Spanish 
force, informed the Berbers, during the night, that he 
Would facilitate their victory by deserting with his men 

There Wtt* ill ln»L fuur | liter* tti iMini'tt. ‘Hi:- >wdii Ui Wt Iwitn ttitlf 
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dimm; the buttle, tie kept his worii. and in Ids Might drew 
the whole antiv with him* Pursued 1*y the Ilerheis, the 
(■ovoniot did not halt until lie reached the villnge o 

I i uebar_five leagues from Seville-—where he entrenched 

himself. The Berbers made no Attempt to dislodge him, 
but returned to Taly&tu, where they encamped for three 
days, ravaging the neighbouring district. They then re¬ 
turned to their homes laden with booty. 

This terrible foruv had already mined many land-owners, 
when a new calamity fell upon the Sevillsns. This time 
the treacherous Koraib had nothing to reproach bimseli 
with: bis projects were spontaneously furthered by a cluef 
of the hostile race-—the Renegade, Urn Merwin. Seeing 
his neighbours of Merida return laden with rich spoils. Un- 
lord of Badajoz enme to the conclusion Unit he had merely 
to assume the offensive, to do the like. Nor wiis he mis¬ 
taken. Advancing to within ten miles of Seville, he 
pillaged tlio district for many days, and when he returned 
to UmlajoK he had little reason to envy the Berljers of 
Merida. 

The conduct of their Governor, who hud remained 
inactive while savage hordes were devastating their terri¬ 
tories, cxas|ienitct! the Sevillun> against him and his 
sovereign, in deftnow to their complaints, the Sultan, it 
Is true, deposed this inefficient Governor : but his successor* 
though of blameless reputation, was equally iiscompeU-nL 
to maintain order in the province, and repress the daring 
marauders, who multiplied alarmingly. 

The most formidable of these brigands was TomSshekka, 
a Bornots Berber of Carmona, who rob lied travellers on the 
high way Ik; tween Seville and Cordova, The Governor of 
Seville dared not, or could not, take any steps against him. 
but at length a brave Renegade of Eciju—Mohammed ibn 
(ihiilsb—promised the Sultan to stamp out this horde ol 
brigands if he might lie permitted to build a fortress near 
the village of Siete Torres, on the frontier of Seville and 
Eeija. The Sultan accepted his oiler, the Fortress was built, 
(bn Ghulib occupied it with a large force of Renegades, 
Omayyad clients, and Botr-Berbers, and the brigands wire 
soon made aware that they had to deal with quite another 
adversary than the Governor of Seville. 

Security was being re-established, when one morning id 
sunrise the news spread through Seville that during the 
night an encounter had taken place between the garrison of 
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I bn Ghiilib's ensile and ( lie united tribes of Khaldun and 
Ilitjjiij, Lhuf one of Die Bent Hujjiij bad been dain, and that 
bis comrades bad brought bis corpse to the city. It ivus 
further rumoured that the Beni I Injjitj had appealed to the 
Governor for justice, ImL that be hud declined to take tlie 
responsibility in such a case, and had referred them to the 
Sultan. 

Wilde Seville was astir over this news the complainants 
were already on their way to Cordova, followed by some 
Sevilian Renegades, who, having learnt from I bn Ghitlih 
what had happened, undertook to plead his muse. At their 
head was one of the most lufiiicutiaf citizens, Mohammed 
ibn ‘Omar ibn Kliattftb ibn Angelino. whose grandfather 
jmd been the first of the family to embrace Ishunism, while 
the name of Item AngeUoo had been adopted by the house 
from that of his great unwind father. 

The complainants having been ushered into the Sul Urn’s 
presence, their spokesman addressed him thus: 11 We were 
passing peaceably along the highway, Emir, when ibn 
Uhillib suddenly fell upon us. We sought to defend our¬ 
selves, and in the struggle one of our number was slain. 
We are ready to make oath that we speak the truth, and 
we ask you to punish this traitor, I bo Ghulib, We venture 
to add. Emir, that those who ndvised you to put your trust 
in this Renegade, counselled yon ill Make inquiry con¬ 
cerning the men under his command: you will find that 
they are criminals, and the dregs of t he populace. lie fissured 
that this man is a traitor; for the moment he may seem 
faithful to you. but we have good reason to believe that he 
has a secret understanding with ibn HafsCui. and tlmt some 
day he will betray the province to liim." Mohammed ibn 
Angelina was then introduced in his turn. “ Learn the 
truth of the matter, Emir," said the patrician: “ The Khaldun 
and Ilajjiij planned to surprise the castle during the night t 
but llm Ghulib was on his guard, and seeing his castle 
at lacked, opposed force with force. If one of his assailants 
was slain, the fault is not 1 bn Glulibs; he acted within his 
rights, in self-defence. Meed not, we pray thee, the lie" of 
these turbulent Arabs. Ibn Ghiilih dcwrvetli well of thee; 
lie is one of tlty must devoted servants, und in freeing the 
country of brigands he rendereth thee an important 
service," 

The Sultan perhaps thought the case doubtful, or feared 
to offend one party by siding with the other ; at any rate he 
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declared lint, wishing for fuller information, he would send 
his son Mohammed to Seville to inquire into the matter. 

The voting prince. 1 1 ei^ji resumptive to the throne, soon 
reached Seville. He summoned llm GMlib and the Hnjjitj 
liefore him, and examined them successively; but since 
they persisted in recriminations, Mohammed, in default of 
impartial witnesses, knew not how to arrive at a decUioii. 
While he still hesitated, passions grew higher, and the 
excitement felt by the patricians extended to the [lopulscc. 
At lust the prince declared that he would postpone his 
decision, but that meanwhile I bn tJh&lih return to 

his castle. The Renegades claimed the victory. They 
declared that the prince was manifestly on their side, and 
that if lie did not formally pronounce judgment, it was from 
a wish not to enrage the Arabs. The Reui Kluddfin ami 
Beni Hajjlj were of the same vpinion. mid were deeply 
offended. Reserved to avenge themselves find raise the 
standard of revolt, they quitted the town, and whilst Koruib 
f ailed the Hndhrctmites of the Axnraft to arms, ‘Abdallah, 
chief of the Hajjfj, assembled the Lukhmites of the Scned 
under his banner. The two chiefs then agreed upon a plan of 
campaign. It was decided that they should both strike a blow 
simultaneously. 'Abdallah would seize Carmona, and on 
the same day Korinb would surprise the fortress of Coris — 
on the eastern frontier of the Axarafe—having previously 
driven off the herds, belonging to llie Sultan's uncle, which 
found pasturage on one of the two islands at the mouth of 
the G undid quiver, tumuli, who was too dignified to con¬ 
descend to cuttle-lifting, entrusted this pnrt of the enterprise 
to his cousin Mahdi—a libertine, whose debaucheries scan¬ 
dalized Seville. Mahdi first proceeded to the fortress of 
Lebrija. opposite to the Ldand. He was received by 
Solaiuu'm. an ally of Koraib's, who held the castle. He 
then crossed over to the island itself, where two hundred 
oxen and about a hundred horses were feeding in charge of 
one man. The Arabs slew the unfortunate herdsman, and 
driving the cattle to Cork, seized the fortress and secured 
their bootv within it 'Abdallah ibn llajjiij, meanwhile, 
aided by the Hon ins Berber Jotuiifl, raptured Carmona by 
surprise, the Governor making his escape to Seville. 

The boldness and celerity displayed by the Arabs spread 
alarm throughout the city. Prince Mohammed sent a 
message in all haste to his father begging for instructions 
and re in torn-men tv. 
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The Sultan on receiving hU son's letter, summoned hb 
council. Opinion wils divided. One of the Viziers, on l>eing 
accorded u privateinterview with the Sultan, advised him t» 
become reconciled with the Arabs, after putting I bn Glmlib 
to death. “When that Renegade,” he said. ** is no more, 
the Arabs will tie satis tied ; they will surrender Carmona 
and Curia, return your uncle's property, and make submis¬ 
sion to you.’’ 

To sacrifice a loyal subject to the Arabs and thus em¬ 
broil himself with the Renegades, without being sure of 
conciliating their opponent#, would be nut only a treacher¬ 
ous hut u foolish stroke of [Hiiicy for the Sultan. Nev erthe¬ 
less lie determined to take the X'bier's advice, and ordered 
jib client Jad—who bod just been set at liberty by Sauw&r 
—to march with some troops to Carmona, “ Declare your¬ 
self on the side of the accusers of tbn Ghnlib." he said, " and 
put him to death : then do all you can to entice the Arabs 
to submit to my authority, anil do not use force against 
them until you have exhausted ull your powers ot per¬ 
suasion." 

Jad set out. but although the object of his expedition 
wav not avowed, a rumour was spread that it was not 
directed against the Deni Khaldun but against Ibn G ha lib. 
Tlie Renegade was accordingly on his guard, and he hud 
claimed E bn llnfsnn s protection, when he received a letter 
from Jnd. 

** I'car nothing,” wrote the General: " the object of my 
march h not what you seem to suppose. It is my duly to 
punish tile Arabs for their violence, and since you are at 
variance with them. I iook for your assistance.' Ibn 
Ghalib was deceived by this perfidious message, and when 
Jtid approached the castle joined him with a small lord - . 
Jad then ostensibly prepared to besiege Carmona; but on 
arriving before the town he sent another letter to the leader 
of the Htijjnj to the effect that he would sacrifice I bn 
Ghalib provided that the elan would make submission to 
the Sultan. The bargain was struck; Jad beheaded Ibn 
Ghalib, and the Hugjaj evacuated Carmona. 

When the Renegades of Seville heard of the foul 
treachery to which their ally had fallen a victim, all their 
wrath was directed against the Sultan. They took counsel 
together, mid it was proposed that they should avenge tin in¬ 
voices for Ibn Ghrdib'smurder tipon Qtnayya, JadN brother 
—a renowned soldier who was then Governor of Seville. 
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The suggestion was adopted, hut -since nothing ecu hi he 
done until they were mailers of tin- city. Ibn Angelino 
undertook to persuade the prince to entrust its defence to 
the Renegades. The patricians then resolved to send urgent 
messages to their allies, the Ma'uddite Arabs of the province 
of Seville and the Botr-Berbers of Moron, begging for their 
immediate assistance. 

While Llit messengers were on their way, Ibn Angelino, 
accompanied by some of his friends, presented liitnsell lx fore 
rrince Mohammed, " Prince,” said they, " it may be that 
we have 1»eeti calmntiiaU-d at court and accused of sonic crime 
of which we arc innocent; or that a deadly plot bus been 
hutched against 11 s in the Sultans council; or perhaps, 
indeed, Jad, that infamous traitor, is on fits way to attack us 
with so vast mi army that we cannot resist him. If thou 
wouMst therefore save us, and unite us to 1.1 lee hy bonds of 
gratitude, entrust us with the keys of the city and the re¬ 
sponsibility of watching over its safety, until these matters 
are cleared op. It is not that we distrust thee, but thou art 
well aware that once the troops have entered the city thy 
protection will be unavailing. 11 Mohammed, already at vari¬ 
ance with the Arabs, and with but a weak garrison at his 
disposal, had no choice except to yield to the Renegades' 
request, 

The Renegades, now masters of the town, awaited the 
Ma*additcs mid the Botr* Berbers, who arriv ed on the itiom- 
iitg of Tuesday, Sept, 9, 889, A dense tnob immediately 
ut tacked Otuayya’s palace. 'Hie rising was so sudden that 
the Governor had not even time to put on his boots. He 
sprang on his horse, and galloped at full speed to the 
prince s palace. The disappointed rebels pillaged Gmnyya's 
dwelling, and then rushed with fierce shouts to that oi* the 
prince, and surrounded it. The crowd was continually 
augmented by tradesmen, artisans, and labourers. The le- 
wildcrcd prince hastily sent messengers to Ibn Angel inn, Ibn 
Sa banco, other patricians imploring them to come to 
him and concert some means of quelling the tumult. 

These patricians, wholrnd hitherto held aloof, were at » 
loss what to do, They were, indeed, in a difficult position. 
On the one hand they dreaded lest they might foil into a 
snare if they visited the prince, but on the other band it was 
clear that if they refused, they would he accused of conniv¬ 
ance in the revolt, and this they dreaded still more. After 
due consideration they resolved to visit Mo hamm ed— hut 
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they took precautions ; they donned coats of mail beneath 
their apjwujd, and before entering the palace they posted 
well-armed S evil Ians and soldiers from Moron at the doors. 
•‘If we have not returned when the Muezzin summons 
the faithful to noon-tide prayer/' they said. “ burst into the 
palace and come to our rescue/* 

Having given these instructions, they sought the prince’s 
presence. lie received 11 tern very graciously; but. while they 
were still eon versing, the guards lost patience, became sus¬ 
picion 1 ',, and forced open the gate. They first rushed to the 
stables and seized the horses and mutes : they then run to 
the gate of the outer wall/ situated at the other end of I he 
court opposite to the main entrance. Here they were con¬ 
fronted by an unexpected obstacle—Omayya himself. 

This brave soldier, on hearing the cries of the insurgents 
in the stables* forthwith arrested Ibn Angclino and his 
enlleagues; lie then posted his own servants and those of 
the prince on the portico of til ejasi/ gate, and had a quantity 
of projectiles heaped up there, so that when the Konegades 
and their allies approached it they were assailed by a 
hail of arrows, stones, mid even furniture. Although the 
iissaihiiits were numerically superior, the defenders were 
more advantageously placed. Encouraged by Omayya— 
who though bleeding from many wounds jn the head mid 
breast, incited them by gestures and example—the little 

S amson of the palace resolved tn sell their lives dearly, and 
espair gave them almost superhuman strength. 

The tight lasted from noon to sunset During the night 
the .assailant 1 ? hivouucked in the courtyard, and next morning 
the attack was renewed. 

But the royalists, and the friends of law anil order, who 
should have Hocked to the rescue of the Governor—what 
meanwhile were they doing l 

Faithful to their motto, " Each for himself/’ and sub¬ 
mitting to the Inevitable ascendancy which vigorous resolu¬ 
tion exercises over feebleness, Lbcy had barricaded themselves 
in their houses mid left it t<< the Governor to extricate him¬ 
self from his difficulties as best he could. Doubtless they 
wished him well, but their devotion did not extend to risking 
their lives to save him. 

They had not, however, lieen entirely inactive; When 
the tumult begun they sent a courier to Jud to warn him of 
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the (lancer threatening his brother nod the prince. Having- 
accomplished this not very orduouK duty, they contented 
themselves with wondering whether the general would arrive 
in time to cgticll the insurrection- dad no sooner learnt what 
was taking place in Seville than he set out with ns many 
horsemen ns could hastily lie mustered. On 1 he morning of 
September si, just as the struggle in the courtyard recom¬ 
menced. he arrived on the south side. A picket of’Rene¬ 
gades tried to bur his passage, but he cut them down and 
forced his way into I he suburb where dwelt the Ivurashitc 
‘A bd all all ibii Ash'nLh, Thh royalist told him briefly how 
matters stood, *' Lone not u moment;! Charge t" cried the 
general, Sword in hand he galloped against tin* mob. The 
Scivilians held their ground, dud. s charger was killed under 
him ; his troopers fell bade. lie tried to stimulate them to 
another effort; he called them by name, he conjured them 
lo Ik; firm. The bravest milted, renewed the charge, and 
attacked the leaders of the people by preference, Jan thing 
himself upon one of the Sevillian lenders and slew him. The 
jostling crowd fell into inextricable contusion. The horse¬ 
men iift ucked it with redoubled energy, and the Scvillans 
were soon Peeing in all directions. 

Overjoyed. Jad rushed into the palace, folded his brother 
to his heart,and respectfully kissed the prince’s hand- *' God 
be praised/ 1 he cried, “ l have saved you 1" “ Opportunely," 
replied his brother; " hnlf-im-hnur later, and we should have 
been past htltt ’ “ Oftruth, 1 added the prince, “ we were 
prepared for death. Hut now let thoughts of vengeance fill 
our hearts l Let us punish these rebels by sacking their 
houses: lei Ibn Angel inn and his accomplices be dragged 
from prison to tile executioner, and let their property be 
confiscated! T * 

Whilst these tin fortunate men were being led to death. 
Seville presented a dreadful spectacle. Greedy for blood 
mid booty, .lad's horsemen massacred the fugitives and 
pjllaged their dwellings. Luckily for the Renegades, a 
kind oi neighbourly alliance existed between them and the 
Oinayy&d client'- in Seville. In virtue of rids friendliness 
tlic clients obtained clemency for their fellow-eitbtctiv and 
ere long the Sultan granted a general amnesty. Hut this 
was merely a respite; the Renegade* were on the brink of 
destruction. 

After Prince Mohammed had returned to Cordon with 
dad and his troops, messengers from l bn itufsun—then at 
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pence with the Sultan — arrive*] to demand Jail's head. wife 
that general h:u| put I bn Ghtdib. their master's allv, to death* 
I bn Hit fa Lin's power, and the fear with which lit: inspired 
the Suljan, were so great, that Jod, though lie hud merely 
carried out his sovereign’s orders, felt a not unreasonable 
fear lest tic should be sacrificed to the Renegade chief, 
Flight seemed to offer him the only chance of escaping this 
danger, so he quitted the Capital "secretly by night to seek 
refuge with his brother the l Govern or or Seville, lie was 
accompanied by his two brothers, H&shitn and *Abd al- 
Gliafir, a few friends — including two Kuras bites—his pages, 
and slaves. Following the right bank of the Guaddquivcr, 
the fugitives reached at daybreak the cattle of Siete l ilia. 
l|,ere they were granted permission to make a short halt. 
I n fortunately, however, the robber band of the Berber 
TanuLshckka was then hovering in the neighbourhood, and 
f bn Gh filth's brothers, who were members of it, Imd observed 
the arrival of the horsemen. They recognised .Tad, and, 
eager to avenge their brothers death, they pointed out to 
their chief how easy it would be to carry off the horses, which 
had been left outside the castle walls, Temibhekka and ills 
brigands accordingly swooped upon their prey, and had their 
hands titjon the horses' bridles, when Jad and his friends, 
attracted by the outcry of their slaves, fell upon them sword 
in hand. The brigands defended themselves vigorously, and 
living superior in numliers, slew Jad. his two brothers, and a 
Kur/Lshitc, 

This ifTray had fatal consequences for the Spaniards in 
Seville, It was upon them that Omayya, impotent to 
punish the real culprit s, wreaked his vengeance for the death 
of his three brothers, l ic delivered them into the hands 
of the Beni Khaldun and the Beni Hajjtlj, w hom he sum¬ 
moned to the city, giving them Bill authority to exterminate 
all Spaniards — Moderns or Christians—wherever they were 
to be found, at Seville, at Carmona, or in the country. A 
frightful massacre ensued. In their blind fury the Yemen* 
tics cut the throats of the Spaniards in thousands. The 
streets ran hlood. Those who Hung themselves into the 
Gimdnlquivcr, to escape the sword, almost all perished in 
its waters. The few Spaniards who survived this terrible 
catastrophe were reduced from opulence to the most abject 
poverty. 

The Yemenites long preserved the memory of ibis 
bloody day; their malice outlived the ruin of their enemies. 
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In the manor houses and villages of the A^arafe and the 
Hcncd, the minstrels in the long evenings often took the 
grim drama as the theme of their songs, and the Yemenites, 
their eyes gleaming with fieri* hatred, were never weary of 
listening lo verses such as these: 

■■ Sahif in hand wt that far<**nl *4 sldvr- * 1 i vivntj thins i*nd 

nf ihdr v..f(i^ v Jajf slruini upim tin- ^mtind ; the *im> of th^ rktr hot* 
LIic n ri liTLJiv. Yaal wit their mnntirf of yore — \um thin hal t wc made 
thdr rnfifev 

WV, Uie chifiimi of Knhllu, an arftmi of the prints who rrjgnrd &f 
i>Ll in Yrmtiii—tlwy, ulavei tbemadrea^ fi*e Nprmig from filitvea. 

Y|]r dujp! in thrir ^olharsltn^ they dared to beard thr lion* io 
thrif lair! Wr Imre battened itjhui ihdr HpuJU; w* have hurled lh*m 
iluwit to join the Th&nfcftditt v, 1 in tile ctrrnat fUmc# *f hrIIS ” 


4W*ff ( him, f^. 7i-1I ■ llipv Hi-wmd tin prtrfliltt SatJh, fUkl hBmMrmig lt» 
fiunel Him, foT h litftii n rq et ^d od idararulniiily iron a m-rk. itfmbMc 

I hi* hr*n irKEntm nf ^ Arabia for lb* 4 bu1Uhjti #f lh* Hl^jii .jaliLra, Se* Nkhol*^ 
lit /fin. n/r.ie <1P^7>.> :h 
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CHAPTER XIV 

‘ABDALLAH 

IT was the Arab nobles rather than the Sultan who 
_|_ profited by the ruin of the Renegades of Seville, Hence* 
forth the Klmhlim and the Hnjjuj were masters of the 
province; the royalists were too weak and too cowardly to 
dispute their authority, and made jiu attempt to do so : 
Omayya alone endeavoured to rope with them. He did 
Ids. l>esl to sow discord between the Berber Jonuid and 
‘Abdallahjbn llajjaj. who had shared authority at Carmona ; 
be tried to bring about a breach between Koraih and his 
party am! to win the latter over by the most dazzling 
promises; he even took steps to rid himself at a blow* of 
all these turbulent Yemenites. Rut his dibits were fruit¬ 
less. It is true that he induced Jonaid to assassinate 
•Abdallah; but the deed did Omayya more harm than good, 
for the Beni Hajjhj elected, as ‘Abdullah's successor, bis 
brother Ibrahim, a gifted man, much more to he fearer! than 
‘Abdullah hud ever been. Koraih, although he feigned to 
lend an car to the proposals made to him, was too crafty 
to lie deceived by them, and Omayya’s great project for 
exterminating the Yemenites completely failed. He had 
ordered, willi lids object hi view, a wall to be built round 
11 ml quarter of the town which contained lire palace and 
the Great Mosque, announcing that this enclosure would 
Iks reserved exclusively for the garrison, Tlic Arabs, mis- 
peeling that some day us they entered or quitted the 
Mosque they would be massacred by the Governor's 
creatures, remonstrated, but ineffectually* The populace 
then forcibly prevented the masons from continuing their 
work. Omayya arrested the more seditious citizens and 
took hostages from them to answer with their lives for 
their kinsmen's submission. This did not mend matters. 
The Yemenites knew that the fear of bringing about a 
terrible vendetta against himself and his family would 
prevent Omayya from harming the hostages, and one day. 
when most of the garrison were abroad, seeking provisions, 
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they Attacked the palace. The Governor thereupon ascended 
tn the roof with liis remaining soldiers, hurled missiles at 
the assailants, and placing the hostages in n conspicuous 
position threatened to behead them. The rioters jeered him. 
They declared that since all the provinces had thrown olF 
the Sultan's yoke they. naturally,had no wish to be behind¬ 
hand. “ We are very tractable,’' they added with bitter 
irony; “and we will engage Id liedome mtalel subjects a* 
slum as a single revolted province surrenders." For Omayya 
himself, they added, there was only one course open—to 
depart: if lie did so, they would not harm him. The 
Governor, proud and stubborn though he was. perforce 
bent before the storm, He promised to quit the city on 
condition that hi> life was spared. Thereupon Koraib, 

I briihim, and three other leaders ascended the terrace before 
the eastern door of the mosque and solemnly made oath 
five times that they would do him no hurt, and would 
escort him to a place of safety. OtKUtyya, who from his 
coign uf vantage could see anti hear them, then released 
the hostages, But he himself was in no hurry to depart: 
ashamed of lib weakness, and believing that tile danger bad 
passed, he made another effort to gain the upper hand. 
Til* Arabs immediately recommenced hostilities. Resolved 
not to yield a second time, Omayya formed a desperate 
resolution. lie slew his wives, hamstringed his horses, 
burned everything of value that he possessed, and then, 
emerging from the palace, threw himself on his enemies 
and fought until he fell dead. 

Henceforth all-powerful, hut judging that the moment 
for declaring their complete independence hud not yet 
arrived, the Yemenites wrote to inform the Sultan that they 
had put Ourayva to death because he was hutching a re¬ 
bellion- '1 lie Sultan, unable to punish them, accepted their 
singular explanation and sent them anotlier Governor. The 
poor mail was a puppet the strings of which were bald by 
Kcraih and fbrfimni, But though lie suffered himself to 1<‘ 
as wax in the hands of his tyrants, tliev harassed him with- 
out cessation. They grudged him the tnost trilling expense's, 
inul even cut down his scanty rations. The Sultan, think¬ 
ing that he might possibly mend matters, replaced this* 
Governor by another, and sent his uncle Hishfim with hint 
Lo Seville. But no army accompanied them, and the power 
of the \ emenkes remained n mi [minisbed, The Coventor 
and His ha in discovered this only too quickly. The latter 
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liitd u son, named Motarrif. This young libertine iiidnlgnj 
m intrigue with one of Mahrii* mistresses. Discovering 
tin*. Jay h) wail for his rival one nhjbt And stabbed 

him. When Hisham heard of the tragedy, he waited till 
sunrise Wbit visiting the spot where his son’s hotly Joy— 
fairing lest he himself slum Id be stubbed if he left his paints 
while it was still (lurk. Punishment of the assassin was out 
of the finest ion. N*ot long afterwards the Khaldun intercepted 
a letter from the Governor, urging the Sultan to avenge 
Motiirrifs murder And put nn end to anarchy. Showing the 
Governor this missive,, they loaded him with threats and 
reproaches, ;unl to complete his ignominy put him under 
surest for several days. 

SueJi was the situation at Seville in the year 801, the 
fdbrth of ‘Abdallah's reign. At. that dote nearly all the rest 
of Moslem Spain had thrown off its allegiance; every Arab 
lord, African or Spanish, had appropriated his share of the 
Unmyyad heritage. The Araks share had. however, been 
the smaller. At Seville alone were they j powerful; every¬ 
where else they held their ground with difficulty Against the 
other two races. Many of them, such as Lbn Attaf, lord of 
Meirtesa—lbn Salim, lord of Medina-Beni-Stditi), in the 
district of Sidonn—IbtiAVaddhAh, lord of Loren—and AI- 
Alicar, Governor of Zaragoza, carried out the Sultan’s orders 
only when it suited them to do so: hut they had not openly 
broken with him—conscious of their weakness, they fostered 
the possibility of reconciliation. 

The Berbers, who had reverted to Government l>v tribal 
chiefs, were more powerful ;oid less tractable. Mullilhi, a 
private soldier, had seized Lhe citadel of Jucn. Two brothers. 


MiaLil and Sa'id. of a very ancient family, owned two cuttle*, 
in the district of Elvira, The provinces now known as 
KstrcmAdunt and Alcutejo were almost entirely in the 
Berbers' j»ower. The Hem Feriinik ruled the tribe of Xafxo, 
in the environs of Truxillo, Another Berber, lbn Tiikit, of 
the trilu* of Mnsnmda, who had token up units in Estrcma* 
dura, ill Mohammed's reign, anil made himself master of 
Merida—whence he had expelled the Arabs and Berbers of 
the tribe of Kctama—was unceasingly at war with lbn 
Merwsn, lord of Bndajro, whom he hud not forgiven for 
aiding the Sultan's troops when they besieged Merida. 1 
But the most powerful family among the Berbers was that 
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of tin? Beni Dim 'n-Nfin. Their chief was Mufti, an abomin¬ 
able robber and scoundrel Always active, lie carried lire 
and sword through the hind, His three sons resembled him 
in brutality and physical strength. They were Yahy4, tlic 
must treacherous and cruel of his race — Path, lord of t eles— 
iiml Motarrif, lord of Hu etc, who was perhaps Jess wicked 
than Iris brothers. Each of them led a roblier hand which 
d and slew fur and wide. 



The Renegades, though more powerful than the Berbers, 
were less barbarous: many of their chieftains were friendly to 
civilization—that is to say, Arub civilization: in the strife 
against the conquerors their intellectual superiority was re* 
cognised. In the province of Uksonoba—now Algarve, the 
most southerly province of Portugal—ruled Bukr, great - 
grandson of Zadulphus, a Christina. His father, Yaliyn, de 
dared himself independent towards the cud of Mohammed' 1 , 
reigrt. f irst seizing Santa Maria, he eventually became 
muster of the whole province Bakr himself resided at 
Sdves, in royal state. lie bud his council, his chancellery, 
mid u well-armed ami disciplined army. 'Die scientific forth 
Heat ions of Santa Maria were renowned, as wd I ns its splendid 
iron gates and its noble church, 1 second in reputation only 
to that known ns the Church of the Raven, a famous place 
of pilgrimage.* Instead of looking on travellers and mer¬ 
chants as his prey. Btikr commanded ilk subjects to show 
them protection and hospitality, w r Uh tin? result that in 
Oksonoba, it was said, the traveller found himself among 
friends and kinsfolk. Strong by virtue of his allinur es 
with But i lafsim, Ibu Merw&n of Ikidnjoz, and other chiefs 
of his rate, Bukr was nevertheless peaceable. The Sultan 
having tillered him the Governorship of the province, 
he bad accepted it. since it committed him to nothing, 
HU neighbour and ally on the north was 'Abd al-Malik dm 
Abi l-.lawftd, whose chief towns were ltejit and Mertob- 
Farther to the cast, in the mountains of Priego, the valiant 
I bn Mmlaia held sway, Jbn [Infstms most active ally* 
His numerous castles—one of which was Csrcabfilia, n«w 
Cambu'.y— were deemed impregnable. The lords of the 
province of Java were all alho or vassals of |l<n IJufsiin. 
These were Kliair ibu Shakir, lord of Jodar, wlio a little 

1 t-er Katutvo, \L thU. 
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before the period of which we are speaking had fought 
"gainst Situ war, chief of the Arabs of Elvira, mid sensed 
a great many of Ills castles—Said I bn Hodfmtl, lord of 
Moiitojeon-’the Beni Hfihil, four brothers who held several 
fortresses, including Margarita and San Es lev an—and l bn 
SEnllitt, who possessed, among-other castles, Ibn ‘Omars and 
Ciuslona. The last-named baron was possessed of immense 
wealth, remunerated poets lavishly, and lived in great luxury. 

"Our prince's palaces," wrote the poet Obaidis, Ins 
secretary—who hud deserted the Sultan’s court for Ibn 
Shrdiii s—“are like those of Paradise, and in them all pleasures 
are to tie found. Within ore hulls which rest not upon pillars 
—halls of marble bordered with gold." Another chieftain, 
paisum ibn lshak. lord of Murcia, Lorca, and almost the 
whole of Tadmir, was also a lover of poetry, and hud at his 
disposal an army in which were live thousand horsemen. 1 
Ills generosity and urbanity earned him. moreover, the 
affection of all his subjects. 

But the Sultans most formidable antagonist continued to 
he Ibn Hafsun, who in the lust two years lud gained great 
advantages, 4 Abdallah, it is true, had marched against 
Bobus Lro in the spring of S89. On his way he captured a few 
hamlets and ravaged some cornfields; but this military' pro* 
unmade of forty days had no practical mult, and the Sultan 
hud scarcely returned b> Cordova before Ibn Hafsun seized 
Estep* and Ostanin, while the inhabitants of Ecija hastened 
to acknowledge him as their sovereign and begged him 
to Occupy the town with his troops. “ Erija is n sink of 
iniquity,'' said the Cordovans, *■ deserted by the virtuous, 
the wicked alone abide therein," 

Alarmed at his antagonist's rapid success, ‘Abdallah had 
set out once more against him with such troops as he could 
muster, when Ibn Iiafsim, tun tent with his successes, felt 
inclined to temporise, and suggested terms. He offered the 
Sultim peace on condition that be was confirmed in the 
government of the territories he already held. Only too 
glad to get off so cheaply, 'Abdallah consented. 

But Ibn liafsnii interpreted peace in his own fashion. 

It was not long before he attacked the Homos lierber Abu 
Hath, one of the Sultan’s most faithful adherents. In his 
fortress in Algectras, Abu Harh being killed, his soldiers 
surrendered the stronghold to the Renegade. 
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The Sultan, therefore, found hut little satisfaction in 
the pacific intentions proclaimed by Urn Huisfin ; nut. on 
the other hand, some of the more impetuous followers of 
tlic hitler complained of what they considered the weakness 
and it motion of their lv:idcr. Such policy " as detrimental 
to them; forays and booty were their sole means sub- 
sisu-t.ee. One of them. Ibn Masfatm. rather than remain 
idle, preferred to join the neighbouring Arabs—who iwil 
lately fortified themselves in Kala-Yaheib (Alcala in Reall 
—in' their forays against loyal and peaceable country-folk* 
The hitter appealed for help to the SulUin. Greatly em¬ 
barrassed—for he could not abandon his faithful subjects to 
their fate, aud yet had Ho soldiers to spare -Abdallah re* 
solved to write to Ibn Hafsiin, urging him to combine in on 
expedition against Ibn Mnslnna and his Aral) allies. Ibn 
Hafsim, who had designs of his own, and who disapproved 
of the alliance between Ibn Mnstnna and the enemies ofhis 
rare, acceded to the Sultan’s proposal much more readily 
than tilt' latter had ventured to hope, But after he had 
joined the troops under the eouiimmd of the Omnyyiul 
general. Ibrikhim ibn Klmmir, Ibn IlaftOn secretly sent Ibn 
Mastana a letter reproaching him for lib alliance with the 
Arabs: “ Nevertheless, 11 lie added, “ I count upon you as a 
faithful champion of the national cause. For the moment, 
you have no choice except to continue in revolt, Hut 
nothing; this army will do you no hurt. Ibn Ilidaftu by 
no means exaggerated his influence over the troops, so 
completely had he eclipsed the Omayyad general that lift 
treated the Sul inn’s soldiers as he thought fit; on any pre* 
text lie put them under arrest; he took away their horses, 
and gave them to his own men; and when Ibrahim ih 1 * 
KLuunir raised objections, lie always had ready a plausible 
reply. I lb march through the enemies’ country was there¬ 
fore a mere military promenade, as he had promised Ibn 
Mastarm; but lie took the opportunity of coming to 
understanding with the Spaniards on the way and of assisi- 
mg the i nimbi touts of Klvira, wlm had just liecn beaten hj 
Sauwar at (he Battle of the City. He did not, as we hfivft 
seen, meet with his usual success in Lite latter expem- 
titui, but he was not discouraged by so slight u choc » 
Strengthened by his recent alliances. and renlir.ingj perhap^ 
tliat his adherents were growing weary of his temporising 
and ambiguous policy, he believed that the moment Iimu 
come for casting off the musk, lie accordingly threw 
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I lirnhim ibn Khiinur mid many other Omayyad officers into 
prison, and declared war against the Sultan/ 

He soon found useful allies in the Christutmt of Cordo va- 
'i lie <£uys had gone by when martyrdom was their only menus 
of showing religious steal and hatred of their conquerors. 
A midst tlie general ton fusion they determined to assist by 
force of amis in their own liberation. Even those who had 
Jutcly been the instruments of the Umayyads hcctuno their 
bitterest foes. Among these was the Count Servant]o. Son 
of a serf of the Cl lurch, he had shrunk from no baseness to 
win the monarch’s favour. Knowing that the best way of 
doing this was to replenish the treasury, lie bad overwhelmed 
his fdJow-Christiam with taxes, and thus forced them to 
jibjure their faith. “Not content with slaying the living," 
says n ™iitemporary, *• be did not even respect Lin? dead"; 
for to inllnme the hatred of the Moslems against the Chris¬ 
tians, he exhumed the ho lies of martyrs from beneath 
n I tars, and displayed them to the Sultan’s ministers, in- 
weighing against the audacity of the fanatics who hiul 
accorded such honourable sepulture to the victims of Moslem 
justice. No mini was more detested by the Christians. The 
priests exhausted their vocabulary to find terms of abuse lor 
nbn. He was “era*y. shameless, arrogant, greedy, cruel, 
mulish, presumptuous "; they declared that in his audacity 
he opposed the will of the Eternal, and was the child of the 
Devil. They had further excellent reasons for thus hating 
him. Servando laid such a heavy tax on t,lic churches of the 
Capital that they could nut pay their own priests, and 
hud to put up with the cringing sycophants, paid by the 
Stale, whom Servnndo was pleased to appoint. Moreover, 
he Imd been the mortal enemy of their martyrs and of their 
patrons, for whom be laid traps with truly devilish cunning. 
On one occasion he accused Llie Abbot Samson and Valen¬ 
tins, Hlsliop of Cordova, of having incited one of their flock 
to blaspheme the Prophet* und thus addressed the Sultan: 

“ Uet your highness send for Samson and Valentins, and 
Jet them be asked whether they think ibis blasphemer hits 
spoken the truth, Tf they answer affirmatively, let them f* 
punidicd as blasphemers; but if on the other hand fear induces 
them to repudiate the accused, Jet them he given daggers 
;md ordered to slay him, The refusal to do so will j>rr,tvc 
Unit tlie limn is their too!. Then, in my turn, let me be 
given a sword, und 1 will slay them oQ three." 1 But twenty 
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years had elapsed since he had sjjokcu thus; times had 
changed, ami men of Sen-undo s stamp hud changed with 
lli cm. With considers hie foresight, he suddenly conceived 
u strung antipathy for the Sultan, who was tottering on Ins 
throne, and a keen sympathy for the leader of the national 
jHirty, who seemed likely to"succeed him* He aeeoidingly 
Lgitn to smile upon his fellow-C hristhms whom be had 
formerly persecuted, entered into a conspiracy with them, 
and strove to raise mi insurrection. The Court discovered 
some of his designs, and arrested his brother ; hut Sorvajulo. 
warned in time, managed to escape with Ids accomplices. 
Once outside the Capital he was safe, for the Sultan’s power 
did not extend beyond tile walls. Having now nothing to 
fear, he resolved to occupy the important stronghold of 
Pole!, 3 one day s journey to the south of Cordova. Since 
this was no letter guarded than the Sultan's other fortresses, 
lie succeeded in his attempt. Once installed in I’olci. 
Serv ando proposed an alliance with Hm Hafsfm. The latter 
gladly accepted the offer, sent him sonic troops, and advised 
him to make continunl forays in the vicinity of Cordova. No 
tatter organizer of such raids than Servanda could 1*0 found, 
lie knew every inch of the country, and was—wc are assured 
by the Arab chroniclers—a daring horseman. He would 
leave Ids castle at nightfall, and return at daybreak—leaving 
devastated crops, burnt v illages, and corpses strewn upon the 
ground to mark his track. He ivus at Inst himself killed 
m a fumy, but his companions carried on the bloody work 
which he had initiated. 


Ibn llafsun, who had recently captured Baeira, was now 
master ui' nil die main fortresses to the .south of l he Uuadal- 
(juiver. Almost all Andalusia acknowledged him, and the 
Sultan was so wdl aware of the fact that he no longer 
bestowed on anyone the empty title of Governor of Elvira, 
or of Jaen, Proud of his power, the chief of the Renegades 
next planned to ensure its permanence. He was convinced 
that Cordova would soon fall into his hands making him 
master of Spain; but lie knew that if he remained merely 
the lender Of the Spaniards, the Arabs would certainly not 
submit to his authority. To be formally named Governor 
of Spain by the Khalif of Haghdad, was a necessary step 

1 t'Lt.wl hj Wrirt live loaiina irum I onlnro, at,<j nr nr to annuii'l la s "" 
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towards the attainment of his ambition. His prestige would 
surfer no diminution ; the authority exerci^ by the Klmlifs 
over provinces so hu removed from liie centre of the 
Empife was merely nominal, and if the Khalil' would con¬ 
sent to Appoint him Govern Of, lie had a right to hope that 
ti^e Arabs would not refuse obedience, for he would then no 
lunger he n mere Spaniard, hut the representative of the 
dynasty winch they held in the highest resort. 

Having determined cm this courser, [bn liaison opened 
negotiations with fbn Aghlab. who governed Africa on 
behalf of the * A bbnsid hhalif, and to conciliate him, sent 
him sumptuous gifts, lbn Aghlab received his overtures 
amicably, sent him gifts in return, and entouraged him in 
i»s project, promising to induce the Kh&lif to confer the 
coveted diploma. 

While awaiting the moment when he could hoist the 
*A bbAsid standard, lbn fInfsiin approached Cordova and 
established his headquarters at Eeija, Thence he visited 
Tolci from time to time, to hasten the construction of' 
fortifications which would make his position there impreg¬ 
nable, to raise reinforcement!* for the garrison, and, if needs 
be, to encourage them. In a few months—perhaps a few 
days—he would enter the Capital ns a conqueror, 

Cordova was plunged in profound gloom. Without 
Mng actually beleaguered, it endured all the hardships of a 
siqge. As the Arab historians observed, the city was in the 
condition of a frontier town momentarily exposed to Attacks 
of the enemy. Many a time the citizens were awakened at 
night by the cries of miserftble peasants who were being 
massacred on the other side of Lhe river by the troopers front 
Tolei. On tun: occasion one of these horsemen had the 
audacity to cross the bridge and hurl hi* spear nt the statue 
above ilie gate. "The State is threatened with utter de¬ 
struction." wrote a contemporary : *'calamities follow one 
another without cessation: pillage and theft are rife; our 
wives and children nre led awnv into slavery.The in¬ 
activity of the weak and cowardly Sultan was denounced 
on oil sides. The soldiers grumbled l>eetiuse they were not 
P'iid. The provinces having cut off their eontrjbutions, the 
treasury was wholly exhausted. The Sultan hud borrowed 
certain sums, hut he employed the little money thus raised 
b- pay those Arabs in the provinces who still clung to him. 
The empty market-places testified to the collapse of trade. 
The price of bread was exorbitant. None dared to think of 
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the future; despondency weighed on every heart. “Ere 
long,” wrote the contemporary already quoted, *■ the churl 
will rule, and the noble will grovel in the dust! It was 
remanlwrcd with alarm that the Oinavvads Imd lost their 
palladium, the hrnnier of'.Ahd-er-Haluiiaii I. The FaJtihs, 
who regarded even* calamity us n divine punishment, and 
who called Ibn Ha&An the scourge of God's wrath. appall id 
the citizens with terrifying predictions. “ Wnc unto the* . 
Cordova!" they cried; “Woe unto thee, vile courtesan, 
sink of uiiclcimness and corruption, abode of calamity ^and 
tribulation, tor thou hast neither friends, nor allies ! When 
the captain with the great nose mid ill-boding countenance, 
whose vanguard is of Moslems and rear-guard of idolaters, 1 
rtandeth at thy gates, know then that thy desolatioiv 
draweth nigh. Then will thy inhabitants flee to Carmona, 
hut an accursed place of refuge will it be S’ The preachers 
fulminated from their pulpits against the “House of 
Iniquity,” as they culled the palace, and they announced 
with precision the exact time when Cordova would Call into 
tile hands of the infidels. “ Abominable Cordova." cried a 
preacher; " thou hast incurred the hatred of Allah situ •- 
thou gatheredst to thy bosom strangers, and criminals, tusd 
harlots; against Llicc shall tile wrath divine be made mani¬ 
fest, . , . Yc see how civil strife mgetli throughout 
Andalusia; think, therefore, no longer of earthly tilings. 
The deadly stroke will conic Irani that quarter wlitre stand 
the two mountains, the black and the brown. . . . The 
beginning will be in the month lhmiudan—then a 
month, mid yei another, will pass by. and then Mu re will be 
a terrible catastrophe in the great square before the House 
of Iniquity. Keep watch then over your wives and children, 
O citizens of Cordova ! Take heed’ that none dear to you 
goeth near the House of Iniquity or the Great Mosque, for 
on that day neither woman nor child will lie spared. 0# 
a Friday will the tribulation begin, between noon and four 
o'clock, and will endure till sunset. A place of safety will 
be the hill of Abu Abdu, where formerly stood the 
church." 1 

None fell into deeper dejection than die Sultan himself 
That throne which lie had so eagerly coveted, mid which 
he had won at the price of fratricide, had become for him 

1 Lit. " ptfljtlmiiU” ; i.r. I hmtinn-. 
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ft bed of thorns. He hud come to the end of his resources. 
He hod pursued what he Imtl believed to he a sound policy, 
and it had failed. It was out of the question for nim to 
adopt Jus Jntc brother s vigorous polit y, for lack of men arid 
money. Moreover ‘Abdallah always detested war. He 
was a pious and domesticated prince'who made but a sorry 
figure in the camp or on the battlefield. lie was therefore 
obliged to persevere in a peaceful policy, at the risk of being 
once more tricked by the crafty llenegude who hud already 
so often deceived him. But Ibn Hafsfln, sure of victory, 
was in no mood for com promise, Abdallah in vain offered 
him peace on the most favourable terms; Ihu Hnfsfin 
rejected it with disdain* Every time lie met with a rebuff, 
the S nltun, despairing of mortal help, turned to God, shut 
himself up in his closet with a hermit,* and composed such 
melancholy verses ns these : 

"All worldly thing* hit tr*n*il»ry; uotliLur t# euriuriui; licet bvk>w. 
tfiisten, thetefure, O lUiitcr, l,, w_v furownll to nil earthly vanities am) li>* 
ctiotrrtcd. In a little *hi!r: thou will lv- In Ihr lianl' mid the will tartii 
wjli Uc mi ihy LiUut toomU face. Apply thyself mill tn thy wllgtoai iliithi, 
give lliysdf l‘o devouimi, anil nsrk tlie winpjisnion of the herd wf heaven," 

A duy cittnc. however, when ‘Abdallah summoned up 
courage; it was towards the end of the year *490, when n 
messenger come to oiler him, 01 * behalf of llm llafsim, the 
head of Khuir ibn Shakir, the lord of .lodar. The Sultan 
saw n ray of hope, he imagined that hist terrible adversary 
was about to accord the peace which he had so long 
solicited; he looked upon Kliair ibn Shakir's head a* n 
pledge of coming reconciliation, 1 bn llnfsun—so be 
thought—would show his gratitude for the advice he had 
given him; for it was ‘Abdallah who had warned him that 
Kliair was playing a double game and acknowledged a rival 
chief in Daisam. Prince of Tudmir. Extremely jealous of 
his authority, Ibn Hnfsfin hud thereupon executed swift 
and terrible justice. Kbair having asked for a reinforce¬ 
ment, he sent it him, but at the same time gave his 
lieutenant, El Royol,* secret orders to cut of!' the traitor's 
head, 

But I hit Hnfsiiu soon disillusioned ihe Sultan; instead 
of entering into negotiations, he Insiegcd the fortresses in 
the province of Cahra which still sided with ‘Abdallah. 

1 Sac Khmba&i. ft. with t**enrtl lo >AlufolUh'i (at tnnnis* 

1 Ar* JMKlitfMlf i w tfcnr rvMf- 




3 6o SPANISH ISLAM [U t* 

The si ( nation could scarcely lie worsts 'Abdjtlinh at lust 
realized that he must risk nil to gain all- He informed the 
Viziers that lie was determined to attack the enemy. The 
astounded Viziers pointed out the danger to which he would 
be exposed. “ Ibn Hsfsfm’s troops,” they said, “are more 
numerous than ours, and we shall be dealing til foes who 
give no quarter/’ Nevertheless lie persisted in his project: 
and. indeed, though he set little store hy his birth and 
dignity, the Sullnn preferred an honourable death upon I he 
battlefield to his existing ignominy. 

[Arnronmc* • Ibn HnjTin, tf 7-a». W, SJi-W, 36-0, liw—T i. :?-*« 
ijg-l.OP; Tarttfi ibm JMttb, p|i, ,-iWutr iMijmx'al, f. Z11.1 




CHAPTER XV 

THE HATTIE «>F HI LB I 

I liN HAFSIJX greeted the Sulltin's hold resolve with 
mingled delight and astonishment. “The whole herd 
is ours F" lie esc b in ted in Spanish to Ihn Mnstnnn; “Oh 
Uliil *A hdnilali s heart may not fail him. Five hundred 
duents to the man who announces that he has set out!’ 
®00fl. (bn Ltufsitn received news at Eeiju, that the Sultan's 
paviiion had been set up in the plain of Secundn. He 
nnmediately determined to burn it : if he succeeded, ‘Abd¬ 
allah would be covered with ridicule* Ibn 1 Iufsun reached 
the plain at nightfall V.Htli a small body of cavalry, and 
made a sudden attach oil the slaves and archers who 
guarded liie great tent; Lot though few in number, they 
made a stout resistance, and. attracted by their shouts, the 
soldiers poured out of the city to their' aid. As he had 
inertly designed to play a trick upon the Sultan, Mm 
I lafsiin no sooner saw that his scheme had miscarried titan 
he ordered his men to retire at roll gallop to Polei. The 
Sultan's horse pursued and cut down « few of them. 

Though really unimportant, this nocturnal affray assumed 
gigantic proportions in the eves of the Cordovans. At 
daybreak all the citizens came* forth to meet the Sultan’s 
cavalry as they returned with some captured horses and 
a few severed heads. The populace could not sufficiently 
admire these trophies, and told one another with joy and 
pride that Ibn llafsun, straying from the highway in Ids 
flight, had reached Polei with but a single horseman. 

Soon, however, a more serious conflict had to be faced, 
and 90 great was the numerical disparity of the two forces 
that the outlook was not cneouragtng. * The Sultan's army 
consisted of fourteen thousand men, of whom only four 
thousand were disciplined troops; while Ibn 1 Infs tin’s force 
wav thirty thousand strong. 'Abdullah, however, gave the 
order to march, and advanced towards Polei 

On Thursday, April 15 , H 91 , I he army reached the 
stream which flows about half n league from the thistle, and 

3*1 


- # 





3 6s SPANISH ISLAM t n w 

it wns well understood on both sides that the battle would 

take pi aoe next day—Good Friday. 1 

On the morrow the Sultans forces stood to arms beUimw, 
while Ibn Ilafsun drew up his men at the foot of Uw lull 
on which the Castle stood. The latter, confident ot victory, 
were full of enthusiasm and eager for the fray. Far 
dill'erent were 'Abdallah's emotions. His army was his 
ift^t recourse; on it rested the fate of the Onnyyads; if 
disaster overwhelmed it, all would lie lost By a crowning 
misfortune it was ill-led, and the commander-m-dueh ‘Abd 
id-Malik ibn Omayym came near to playing into the enemy s 
hands by a bungling mniucuvre. He bad actually wgun to 
advance when lie became dissatisfied with his position, and 
ordered a retrograde movement to a hill lying to the north 
of the fortress. This was lining carried out. when the 
general of the vanguard— a gallant Umnyvad client, ‘Obani- 
aJlali of the family of the Beni AM Abda—galloped to the 
Sultan him! exclaimed t ■* May God have mercy on ns ’ 
Whither dost thou lead us, Emir 1 Shall we turn our 
bucks upon the foe l They will deem us panic-stricken and 
will cut us to pieces!” lie wns right: Ibu 11 iris it n per- 
ceivod his adversary’s mistake and made ready to-profit by it* 
The Sultan did not dispute the justice of 'Obaidallah's 
criticism, and asked his advice. ** Set on J and leave the 
issue in God's hands! " was Uie Generals reply, >( Be it 
so" said the Sultan. 

Without a moment's delay, ‘Obaidnllali rode back to bis 
division and ordered it to attack. The troops obeyed, hut 
almost despaired of success. “ What thinkest 1 bou of the 
issue of this battle ? ” asked an officer of the theologian Abu 
Merwin- — son of the famous Yahya ibn YatiyA, and like him 
renowned for his, learning and piety, so that lie was called 
" The Sheik of the Moslems." H I can give you no other 
answer, cousin,” replied the doctor, “ than these words ot 
the Almighty: 'If God help you, none shall overcome 
you; hut if He abandon you, who is he that shall help 
you V 1 The rest of the army was hi no lietter heart than 
the vanguard. The soldiers had received orders to mV 
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down their Iwiggnge, pitch the tents, and form in battle 
array; but just as they were busied in stretching 11 canopy 
for the Sultan, one of the poles broke and the canopy came 
to the ground. “An evil omen I" mu tiered all who saw ii. 
•' Take courage l" exclaimed a superior officer; ** that is m* 
ill omen ; the same accident formerly occurred on the eve 
of battle, and yet we won a brilliant v ictory, ' So saying, 
he propped the canopy with a pole which he had found 
among the baggage. 

In the first line, which was already in action, the officers 
and divines found it necessary to explain away presages of 
evil. They cited from a vivid memory, or |n-rbaps from ;; 
fertile imagination, an auspicious precedent whenever it was 
galled For. In the front rank, dad in helmet and cuirass, 
fought Jtnhisl, a veteran warrior and distinguished poet. 
At every stroke with sword or spear lie improvised a verse. 
Suddenly he fell mortally wounded, “An evil omen T’ 
cried the soldiers in consternation; “ we are the first to lose 
a man.” ■* Nay’ replied the divines, ■* it is, on the contrary, 
a right happy omen, for at the bailie of llie Guiiducelctc, 
where we routed the Toledans, the like happened," 

The engagement soon became general. The uproar was 
deafening ; the blare of l ruin pets mingled with the vocifera¬ 
tions of Moslem doctors ami Christian priests as they 
respectively chanted passages from the Koran and the 
Bible. Quite unexpectedly 'Abdallah's left wing obtained 
an ever increasing advantage over I bit Hafs fin's right. 
Forcing back the enemy, the nink and file vied with one 
another in decapitating the fallen, for the Still an Jmd 
promised a reward to every soldier who brought him a 
head. 'Abdallah himself, however, took no part in the 
light. Seated beneath Ids canopy, lie watched others fighr- 
ing ibr him, and with his usual hypocrisy, recited such 
verses as these: Let other* put their trust in multitudes 
of soldiers, in engines or war. in tlicir own courage; as for 
me, I trust, only in the one God, the Eternal! 

The right wing of the Andalusians, having been conn 
pletely routed, the Sultan’s array threw itself as 11 whole 
against the enemy* Left. Iim Urn's fin there commanded 
in person, but in spite of all Ins efforts, and although he 
displayed his customary valour, hi* troops gave way. 
Impetuous rather than steady, and as easily disheartened as 
excited, they despaired of the i^tie all too soon, and turn¬ 
ing their bucks on the enemy, took to dig!it Some lied 
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towards F.eija. followed by the enemy’s horse, who cut 
them down by the hundred; others—I bit Hafsun himself 
among them—sought refuge in the Castle, but since the 
gateway was blocked by fugitives from the right whg, the 
mw-eomers tried in vain to force a way for themselves, and 
to save their chief, the soldiers on the walls hoisted him 
from his saddle and dragged him over the ramparts. 

While the throng prosed at the gate of the Castle, (he 
Sultan's troop pillaged their enemies* camp. Intoxicated 
by a triumph which was the greater because unexpected, 
they diverted themselves by jeering the foe—who were all 
Christians in their eyes —for having experienced so crushing 
a defeat two days before Easter. “ How merry was the 
sport," cried a soldier; “ 1 low joyous the festival! Pity 
it is that the greater jiart of them wilt not sec Eustcr-day 1 ” 
“ A glorious festival, of a truth," replied another, “ with many 
victims: every religions festival should thus be graced I ” 

■ llehold what a remedy Ifcth in a good sword-cut!added 
:l tlurd : " They drank like fishes at their Communion, and 
it we hud not sviWrcd them they would lie drunk still 1’’ 
" Have you observed," asked a fourth, who had a smattering 
of history, **how closely this buttle resembles that of the 
Held of Rflhit? That was fought on a Friday, which was 
a festival, and our victory is no less brilliant than that which 
the Omeyyitds then won. liehold those swine that lie 
dismembered nt the foot of the hill I Of 11 truth I pity the 
earth condemned to hear their corpses; if it had a voice 
it would protest l’* Later, the Court poet, Ihn ‘Abdi 
Kabbihi. 1 reproduced these coarse and brutal jests, these 
guard-room witticisms, in 11 long poem, mainly characteri^d 
by bad puns and worse taste, hut at least possessing the 
merit of vividly reproducing the hatred and contempt felt 
by the royalists for the Andalusians. 

Hie Sultan’s troops had Further cause for rejoicing. I bn 
Hafsun wished to ding In his castle and endure n siege: 
but the contingent from Leya pleaded that duty recalled 
them to their own town, which would probably be besieged 
hv ‘Abdallah. Ibn Hafsun vigorously opposed their depar¬ 
ture, and would have forcibly detained them in the Castle, 
but they made a breach in the northern wall and escaped- 
Thus left to themselves, the remaining soldiers declared 
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that they were too few to defend the fortress, and that it 
must lie evacuated. At length Ihn I lafsiin yielded to 
their clamours. In the dead of night they sallied forth from 
tiie fortress, and the retreat soon became a headlong flight. 
Amidst terrible confusion, Ihn Huts tin sought in the dark- 
ness for a horse, and at length found a miserable jade, 
belonging to a Christian trooper; bestriding this, he endear 
on red to spur into a gallop the wretched steed, which fur 
years had never even broken into a trot, llul there was 
need of haste. Their flight had been observed, and the 
royalists were in hot pursuit, Ihn Masti&a, who rode beside 
Ihn iLilsnu, preserved, in spite of the danger which threat¬ 
ened, ah tlie gaiety and indifference <>f » trite Andalusian. 

Well,” he exclaimed to his companion, " you promised five 
hundred ducats to the man, who brought you news that the 
Sultan bad taken the field. It seems to me that God hath 
repaid you witli usury. But it is no light task to lieat the 
Omayyads; what think you?” "I think.” replied Ihn 
IL-Inljii. who, with rage in his heart, was in no mood for 
pleasantries, «I think that our misfortunes are due to the 
cowardice of men like thyself—if, indeed, ye he men' “ At 
daybreak Jhn llafsiin, with four others, reached the town of 
Archidonu; halting there but for a moment, he ordered the 
itihabi Units to follow him to Bo bast re os soon as possible, 
and proceeded on his way to that fortress, 

‘Abdallah, for his part, having occupied the Castle -d 
Bold—where he found a large sum of money, and uhundiuice 
of provisions and engines of war—called for the register in 
which were inscribed the names of all his Moslem subjects. 
The prisoners were then brought before him, and he an¬ 
nounced that the bves of all those who were enrolled as 
Moslems would he spared, provided that they made oath 
that they were Moslems still; ns for the Christ inns, they 
would be beheaded, unless they embraced Ishiiiiisiu. All 
the Christians, to the number of about a thousand, elected 
rather to die than to abjure their faith. One only, whose 
heart failed him as the executioner raised the sword, saved 
his life by apostasy. The rest met their death with heroism, 
and perhaps these olweure soldiers have a better claim to 
tlie title of martyr than the fanatics of Cordova who hod 
been honoured with it forty years before. 

Leaving a sufficient garrison in Polei, the Sultan next 
laid siege to Eeija. Since tins town had a large garrison, 
thanks to the number of fugitives who had sought refuge 
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there, it made a stout resistance, Unfortunately it wos 
scantily provisioned. After some weeks scarcity began to 
W felt, and as it daily increased, capitulation had to be 
contemplated. The Andalusians accordingly tried to make 
terms i hut the Sultan demanded unconditional surrender. 
This was refused, although the ravages of famine in the 
town were such Unit the citizens, in despair, exhibited their 
starving wives and children on the ramparts and implored 
mercy. At last the Sultan yielded. He granted a general 
amnesty to the besieged; ami then having taken hostages 
and appointed a Governor for the town, he set out for 
Bo hast ro. and encamped near t h at fortress. 

But at Bobastro, in a district of which he knew every 
liiiloek, valley, and defile, lbn Hafsun was really invincibly. 
The Cordovan troops knew this too well. They soon liegan 
to murmur. They declared that the campaign had already 
lasted long enough, that they did not wish to exJmust their 
little remaining strength in operations that could have no 
result, ami that tiidr adversaries would stand to gam rather 
than lose from a conflict in which their superiority when 
acting on the defensive would he once more exhibited. 
Constrained to yield to these views, the Sultan gave the 
order to fall hack on Archidonn. On their way the Cor* 
cbvans hod to traverse a narrow defile, where they were 
attacked by Ibn Hafsun; hut thanks to ♦Obaidallah's skill 
and courage they emerged with credit from the encounter. 
Proceeding to Llvira. where- he took hostages, the Sultan 
then led his army back to Cordova. 


[Antimony; Ibn Uavvin. C ?i-so. j 
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T il E Sultan's victory (it Pole! had *Bved him at a moment 
when all seemed lost l’olei, Edjn. and Arehidona— 
the advanced post* of the national party—were taken; 
Elvira submitted; Jaen* whence Ibn Hafsftn bad withdrawn 
Ids troop*, followed the example of Elvira. These were 
indeed notable successes, and made the greater impression 
Tn public opinion inasmuch as they were entirely unexpected. 
Ibn HafsfUl had, as he was only too well aware, lost much 
of his prestige, ills ambassadors to Ibn Aghlab, instead 
of being warmly welcomed, a* heretofore, were now coldly 
received. They were informed that the Umcrnor was too 
much occupied with troubles in Africa to meddle with 
Spanish affairs. He naturally had no wish to support n 
pretender who allowed himself to Ik- beaten, and there was 
no longer any chance of Ibn Hufsun being nominated 
Governor of Spain by the Khnlif. The Sultan, on tlte 
other hand, was rehabilitated in the eyes of Lhc populace. 
Peaceable citizens, wean of anarchy, saw in the re-establish- 
merit of royal milhoriLv'the sole means of security, and took 
up a more decided attitude. And yet, though the advantage 
gnined by the Sultau could not be ignored, it might easily 
I* exaggerated. Ibn Ilafsi'm bad undoubtedly met with a 
serious rebuff, hut bis power was fur from being exhausted. 
He did not despair of recovering it: hut for the moment he 
needed pence, and sued for it. The Sultan expressed In* 
willingness to grant it on the condition that he received ns a 
hostage one of Ibn Hafsflu’s sons. Ibn Hals On consented, 
hut since he meant to renew hostilities as soon as it suited 
I dm, he substituted the son of one of his treasurers, whom 
he had adopted. The fraud was at first undetected; hut 
-suspicions were idler wards aroused, and on the truth Iwitig 
known, the Sultan reproached Ibn Hafsfm for his breach of 
faith, and demanded out of his actual sons as a hostage: 
the demand was refused, and the war recommenced The 
Andalusian chieftain recovered with surprising rapidity the 
territory which he lmd lost. Knowing Liiat he could rely 
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(iti iht populace of Archidoim, lie scut emissaries thither 
who induced Litem to revolt. The two agents to whom the 
Sultan had entrusted Lite government of the town were 
arrested by night, ami handed over to I bn Hidsun as he 
entered the gates wilh Ills troops ( a.d. sWIi Soon after' 
wards deputies from Elvira came to tell him that their town 
laid also shaken off the yoke and relied on his support. He 
accorded it, and garrisoned the citadel- Hut the royalist 
party, which was numerous at Elvira, did nut admit its 
defeat Aided by the Governor of Ulicda, they look up 
arms, expelled ttn Hafonn s soldiers, elected a municipal 
council, and admitted into the town the Governor appointed 
by ‘Abdullah. The partisans of independence, intimidated 
by the proximity of the Sultan’s army—then besieging, 
Carnhticy. one of* I bn MiShna's fortresses — made no resist¬ 
ance to 'this revolution. Hut us soon as the army had re- 
turned to Cordova they once more raised their heads, and 
cutnirnini eating secretly with Ibn 11iifsilu, iniivxluecd some 
of lus iuldieismto the citadel during the night. Soon after¬ 
words, Ibn Hutsiin, informed of the success of the scheme 
by beacon-fires which his partisans had lit* entered with the 
main body of his troops, while the royalists, suddenly 
awakened by their adversaries’ shouts of triumph, were so 
completely taken aback that they attempted no resistance 
They were punished by the confiscation of all their property, 
und the Sultans Governor was beheaded. 

Master of Elvira. Jbn jlnfWiu next twined Ids *nn» 
against I bn Jodi and the Arabs of Granada. Knowing that 
the encounter winch was imminent would be a decisive mu-, 
[lm Jfodi summoned all his allies to his support. Neverthe¬ 
less lie experienced a severe defeat, and .since he luid had the 
imprudence to cut himself off from his base at Granada. his 
troops, who had to traverse all Lhe Vega lx?fore they could 
gain the shelter of their fortress, were cut down in great 
numbers. The inhabitants of Elvira regarded this victory 
a* ample compensation for nil their previous losses, and be¬ 
lieved the Arabs to have been irretrievably defeated. 

Elated by this success, I bn Hudson marched against 
Jsen. There he met with similar good fortune. He gained 
possession of Lhe town, entrusted it to u Governor, and 
left a garrison in iL He then returned to Bohustro. 

The year 8i>2 had therefore restored to Ibn Bafsun all 
that he lmd lost in the preceding year, save Polei aI1< ’ 
Eeija, For the next five years his power remained un- 
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diminished, except by the loss of Elvira. fie hail taken the 
royalists of that town by surprise, but had exasperated 
rather than vanquished them. They accordingly seized the 
first opportunity of rising. In Si> 3 , the Sultan's army, after 
mtiking u mid In the vicinity of Bobastro, appeared before 
tiie gates of Elvira. Prince Motarrif, in rommond of the 
army, offered the citizens a general amnesty, if they would 
give up Urn Hafsun's lieutenant and iiis troops. The 
royalists induced the citizen? to consent, and henceforth 
Elvira remained submissive. Patriotism and love of liberty 
grew odd. Moreover, the inhabitants of Elvira had fought 
against the Arabs of Granada rather than against the 
Sultiui: it was against the Arabs that they had nought Ihn 
Hatsim's aid; and since the battle of Granada the Arabs 
"Tiail ceased to be formidable. Enfeebled by defeat, thev* 
were still more weakened by intestine feuds. They liud 
sold into two factions, one attached to Said ilm Judi and 
the other to Mohammed ihn A dim—the powerful lord of 
Alhmrm—against whom Said harboured so violent a hatred 
that he had set a price on his head. Said's imprudent and 
even reek less conduct made matters worn;. By his foolish 
pride ami numerous gallantries, he had incurred the hatred 
of many* chiefs, and at. last Abu 'Onifir ‘Uthiiian. whose 
domestic happiness lie had ruined, determined to wash away 
his shame in the blood of the seducer. Warned that Ills 
wife had made an assignation with the Emir in the house of 
u Jew. lie concealed himself there with one of Ins friends, 
and slew Said as lie entered (December, Ktl7J. 

This homicide brought the fend to u climax. The 
murderer and Jiis friends had time to escape to the fortress 
of Ndiilexo, to the north of Granada, where they proclaimed 
ILui Adha Emir Not wishing to fall out with the Sultan, 
they begged him to ratify their choice, and at the some time 
endeavoured to persuade him that they had killed Said for 
the good of the State, alleging that he had planned an in* 
surrectian, and had composed such verses as these: 

H t'*o r my iis^iPitgrTp atm I tell AMitlUh tlwt ■sirsft Miifht; nhmi emu mit 

IiFni« fiw i waff >f fraib the ttimchril of frvaJt Itrdrfr %ht 

IlivtTof III f:(in s Sun of MrrtJtii* fitltJ u* the iDvctef^uLr; it in to hi. th* 

t if thn H^liiwtis, ihjEt It brtung* of rltfhT! Hintm, uid bring my bar 
with IiI-h. gnM-rmbfttldtml Impplti^f* fuv mjr it*r ft In i \n 
mcvmluiL” 

Perl laps these verses were really Said's; they were not 
Unworthy of him. Be this US it mav. the Sultan, who was 
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gratified nt the condescension of tlie Aruba in thus tusking 
their conduct, sanctioned their proceeding®. But Uic former 
friends of Sn*id did not acknowledge !bu A<lhi> 1 hev w«'ro 
full of indignation nt the murder of their chief* Inponsol 
able nl his loss, they forgot his frailties, mid therr jmevaiioes 
against him—remembering only his virtues* Mikdam ibn 
MoM&, whom Sit‘Id had unjustly condemned to the lash, 
composed these verses to his memory : 

- rt'hu wilt Jim} clothe the .. itiut that hr *ti" «» galiw-siW 

rt^lf 11.1 In thar gr.rte? All. let th< mratlow-a bt bare of vcrtlmr, ltil I ho 

ttw.^ |„ l. r.r:..i, jet the suit himself rk im n »■>•,-, tn>w that tfw.ludl lydemh 

111! like ..f wbtmi neither men mu jinn *UH ever li«ik it»nhi 

“ Wlintl" cried an Arab when he hoard these verses 
red led by their author. ■’ dost thou sing the praises of hinf 
who had thee fatten?' 1 "By Allah I" replied Mikdam, 
"even his unjust sentence WneHted me. for the memory of 
that punishment 1ms turned me aside from many sins to 
which I was formeriy addicted. E)o E owe him no gratitude 
for that f Moreover, lifter 1 was beaten. I was ever unjust 
to him; thinkest thou that my injustice could abide alter 

hi* death?” 

Olliers, who had. been Sn'id’s intimate friends, thirsted 
for revenge. 11 The wine which the cup-bearer hands me, 
says Asndi in n long jmichi. “ will never recover its oest, until 
I obtain ray heart's desire, mid see the horsemen charging t© 
avenge him who hut yesterday was their joy and pride 1 

But though Stt'id was avenged, the Arabs persisted in 
their blood-feud. The Sultan and the Andalusians mean¬ 
while remained passive and suffered their foes to cut one 
another’s throats. 

Tin; submission of Elvira was a great gain to the 
Sultan, nor was it Ins only success. Convinced that them 
was little use in ranking war upon I bn tlafsiiu, he turned 
Ids arras against less doughty rebels. It was not his policy 
to crush them ; he ramie no attempt to seize their towns or 
castles; he was content with exacting tribute. With this 
object he sent his army on two expeditions each year. It 
ravaged rum fields, burnt villages, ami besieged fort lessen, 
but as soon as a rebellious chief had consented to pay tribute 
and Imd given hostages, he was left in peace, and another 
was attacked. Expeditions of this kind could not yield 
decisive and brilliant results, but they were, nevertheless, 
extremely useful. The treasury was empty, and the 
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Government was well aware that to earn* on operations on 
n large scale the sinews of war were needed. Now these 
™ds were lucrative* especially that of SU.'i, directed against 
Seville. The state of all airs in that city remained unaltered : 
Its Governor was appointed by the Sultan; ‘Abdallah's 
iiriek* MisMrn resided there—and it was ruled by the 
lilmldftn and Ilnjjaj. The chiefs of these clans were finite 
cuiiUid with their position, which yielded them all the 
sweets of independence and none of its dangers; they did 
a* they pleased, they paid no tribute, and vet they were not 
in revolt against tli dr sovereign. Their own interests could 
scarcely he better served than by the maintenance of this 
state of 1 1 dugs, and when in *!«, an agent of the Sultans 
-Arrived to ** convoke the ban.” Ibrithim ibn Hajjilj and 
Khaliil ibn Khuldim — Koraib’s brother—hastened to respond 
to the summons, and proceeded with their contingents to 
Cordova. Their ally Snlaim&n, of Sidona. and his brother 
Marinina followed their example. 

It wns generally supposed that mi expedition was eon 
ten ipin ted aguinit the Ilenegadis of Tadmtr. Koraib’s 
surprise and aland may therefore lie hmurined when he 
learned that instead of mnrehinu eastward, the army was 
approaching Seville: and that, though Subhniiti bad 
nutitnged to escape, all the other officers and men from 
Seville and Sidcma had been arrested by Motarrif. 

Prompt and decisive measures were necessary, and 
Koraih took them. Posting guards at every gate 'of the 
palace, he burst into the hall where Prince Hishiim sat. 
"Good news I " he cried, his eyes blazing with wrath. ■* I 
hove learnt that Motarrif lias arrested my brother and all 
my kinsmen in his army I Now. I swear by all that is most 
sacred, that if the prince attempts the life of one of them, 
tiiv head falls. We wilt sec how far he will venture, 
Aleanwlntej, thou and thine arc my prisoners. No servant 
of if due shall leave the [inlaw on any pretext, even to buy 
food- That there is no store of provisions within concerns 
me not. Wo didst thou sec the fatal sword hanging over 
thy head * f tlm prospect of dying of hunger pleasing to 
thee? To save I by life there is hut one way: write to the 

f iriucc, tell him that lby head will answer to me for the 
ivevof 1 my kinsfolk, and hid him release- the prisoners I " 
Knowing that Koraib was not a man to stop at threats 
Hishfim forthwith obeyed him; hut the letter which he 
wrote to Motarrif did not have the expected result; for the 
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prince, instead of liberating bis prisoner!!, continued to advance 
on Seville, and summoned Koraih to open the gnU-s. 
Fearing for Ui*s kinsmens Jives, and being unwilling to 
resort to force until auxiliary troops from Niebln and Sukrns 
luul arrived, Koratb deemed it prudent to show moderation. 
He accordingly allowed the Sultan's troops to enter the city 
in small bodies to purchase food; lie further promised to 
pay tribute, and released Hicham. who>cone wish was to hud 
himself in safety outside the walls of Seville. 

Next turning his arms against the Mu'addite Talib ihn 
M null id.' Motarrif attacked lib two fortresses, Montefiipte 
ion the (Antrim™ and Montengudo.* After a vigorous 
defence Talib promised to pay tribute, and gave hostages. 
At M ed i mi-ibn-fts-Sulim mid Vcjer his example was followed,, 
Lebrija was taken by assault, and Motarrif placed a garrison 
in it; but Sulainiim. to whom the fortress belonged, mid 
who was then at Arcos, attacked the Sultan's army before 
it reached Maireuu. and inflicted on it heavy losses. In 
revenge for tins cheek, Motarrif beheaded three kinsmen 
of Suiaimun, who were among his prisoners. 

Towards the end of August tile army again appeared 
iiefore Seville. Motarrif lielieved Unit Koraih would prove 
as am enable as before. He was mistaken. Koraih hud 
profited by his respite, and itarl put the city into a state of 
defence. His allies had joined him, and be resolved to I mid 
out. Motarrif found the gates shut. He thereupon put 
Kliiilid ibn Khaldun, Ibrahim ihrt and other prisoners 

in chains. This step was futile. Far from being intimi¬ 
dated, Koraih sallied furlli and attacked the advance-guiini 
l*or a moment the result hung in the balance ; but Motarrif s 
officers rallied their men, and the Sevillans were repulsed. 
Motarrif then put Khalid and Ibrahim to the torture, and 
attacked Seville on three consecutive days. His assault* 
were fruitless; but wishing to avenge himself as far J ’ s 
possible on the Khaldun mid the Hajjitj, he seized a castle 
on tfaeHimdahjuivcr belonging to Ibrahim, and after burning 
the ships which lay in the horio, lie ordered the walls to be 
razed to the ground: Ibrahim, though hampered by hr- 
fetters, was compelled to ply an axe in the demolition of hi** 
own fortress After destroying another castle, belonging 
Koraih. Motarrif then turned his face towards Cordova. 


.VuaJJj of tins RetL^-irS^ of Seville 

1 N>*r Xtjw: ifr MnMfFtwdfp, lihtirmcimt* -V fn # rf#ri 4? ,V^“+ \ n * 
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U'hen the firmv hud returned to the Capital, nnd the 
tribute from Seville had been paid, a Vizier counselled his 
mft'.ter—wtto hod tried to win over I bn Hafsun. hut had 
made*no attempt at reconciliation with the Arab aristocracy 
—to set his prisoners at liberty, after binding them by oath 
hencefort h to obey him, J * By keeping these nobles in 

r rison, 11 J»e argued, “you are but serving the interests of 
bn Hnfefin, who will not fail to seize their castles. Try 
rather to attach them to you by ties of gratitude: they will 
then aid you against the chief of the Renegades." 

I he Sultan took this advice, J It* offered liberty to the 
prisoners, conditionally on their giving hostages, nnd swear¬ 
ing fealty to him fifty times in the Great Mosque. They 
-took the required oaths and gave hostages—among them 
being 1 brflhmf s eldest sou. ‘Ahd cr-Kiilunnii i but scarcely 
hud they returned to Seville before they broke their oaths, 
refused tribute, and openly revolted. Ibrahim and Koraib 
divided the province equally between them* 

Matters remained on tins footing until 89 fl, but the very 
equably oT the power possessed by the two chiefs was un 
inevitable source of discord between them. They quarrel Us!, 
and the Sultan did his best to stir the (ire. Koraib was 
informed of the slighting terms in which Ibrahim bad 
spoken of him, and Ibrahim learnt Ko nib's ill-opinion. One 
day 'Abdallah received a letter from Kludid expressing keen 
hostility against Ibrahim, and writing his reply at the foot, 
In* gave it, with other missives, to a servant for delivery. 
The servant inadvertently dropped it. A eunuch picked it 
up, read it, and Imping for a reward, handed it to one of 
Ibrahim’s envoys, charging hitn to deliver it to his master 
A glance ul the letter eontirmed J brfthim in the belief 
that the Khaldiin were plotting against his authority, his 
liberty, arid perhaps his life. lie deemed it advisable, 
however, to compass his revenge hy stratagem, and, express¬ 
ing great friendliness, invited them to dine with him. They 
accepted his invitation. 1 hiring the metd Ibrahim produced 
Kludid s letter nnd bitterly reproached his guests. Kludid 
sprang up and drawing a dagger from bis sleeve struck 
Ibrahim with it on the head, Ibrahim's bend-dress was 
slashed, and he received a wound in the face, hut his soldiers, 
in answer to his summons, rushed in and put the two 
Khaldun to death. Ibrahim threw their heads, into the 
ccmrtyard, and then attacking |he guards who were posted 
there, slew some and put the rest to Bight. 
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Henceforth Ibrahim was sole muster of the province: 
but thinking it advisable to justify ins conduct to the Stiltain 
who still had his son in keeping, lie sent him a letter assuring 
him Hint he could not have acted otherwise ; that Lite 
Khaldun had never ceased urging him to rebel; that nl the 
bottom of his heart he had never sympathised with their 
projects, and that if appointed Governor of the province, he 
ivuuli] undertake to defray all expenses required by the 
puhiie service, and, in addition, pay the Sultan seven thou¬ 
sand ducats annually. 1 Abdaila.lt accepted his proposal, hut 
at tlic same time - sit one Kasim to Seville to govern the 
province jointly with Ibrahim* The latter had no wish for 
f t colleague, and after the lapse of u few months informed 
Kasim that lie could cheerfully dispense with his service*. 

Having thus cavalierly rid himself of Kasim. Ibrahim 
set his mind on getting bis son restored to him. Hut in 
answer to his frequent requests, the Sultan firmly refused to 
give up Ins hostage. Hoping to intimidate the monarch, 
Ibrahim thereupon refused to pay tribute, and offered his 
alliance to I bn llafsuii (a.u, 0001 . 

This offer was very gratifying to the Andalusian chief¬ 
tain. who three years before had regained possession of Ecija. 
In the previous year, after much hesitation, he had taken a 
decisive step: with ail hh family, he had embraced Christi¬ 
anity. In his inmost heart lie had lung been a Christian; 
the fear of losing his Moslem allies had been the only ob¬ 
stacle which hindered him from following the example of his 
father, who had returned to the fold of the Church several 
yean, before. The event showed that his fears were well 
founded. Vahyn, son of Anatole. one of his most dis¬ 
tinguished officers, deserted him: he had been proud to 
serve under the Moslem 'Omar iba HafWiin , but his con¬ 
science forbade him to serve under the Christian Samuel— 
such being *Omar\ new baptismal name. 1 I bn al-KJmli, the 
Berber lord of Can etc, hitherto his ally, now declared war 
against him, und made overtures to the Sultan. I bn liaison's 
apostasy everywhere produced a profound sensation. The 
Moslems related with horror that in the dominions of "the 
accursed one' 1 all the highest offices were held fay Christiana* 
while the faithful had nothing to hope for and were treated 
with marked distrust. With the aid of the Fakilis the Court 
made skilful ose of these more or less well-founded rumours. 
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nuct tried to persuade the faithful that their eternal salvation 
would be imperilled if they did not rise like one unit! and 
wipe out *■ the* abomination.” 1 

In' sueh circumstances nothing could have been more 
gratifying to I bn Hats fin than the proposals made to him by 
the lord of Seville. He was seeking allies on all sides; lie 
bad begun negotiations with Ibr&him ibn Kasim, lord of 
Acila (b Africa), with the Betti Kusi, anti with the King of 
heon, but an alliance with Ibo HajjjVj would be best of all. 
for be trusted that it would reinstate him in the good 
oitinimis of the Moslems. He therefore hastened to con¬ 
clude the treaty, mid when IbWthiln had sent him money 
and cavalry his power became as great :ls i* had ever been, 

— lUduek dogged the Sultan. His policy always recoiled 
upon himself. Ilia attempt to conciliate the most powerful 
Arab ehieUuiii bad failed ns completely us Ida previous 
attempts to win over the chief of the Spanish party. His 
Situation was desperate. To oiler effectual resistance to the 
league now formed against him it would be necessary to put 
nil his forces in the Held, and this would involve the abandon¬ 
ment of the annual expeditions by which alone tribute could 
be extracted from the rebels; he therefore ran the risk of 
succumbing for luck of money. One course only was open 
to him—to humble himself bdbre l bn 1 lo&t'm and offer term* 
of peace so advantageous that they could scarcely tie refused. 
'Vo do not know wliat these term* went; we ate only in¬ 
formed that the negotiations were lengthy, that peace was 
concluded in D(H, iuid that Ibn Hafsim sent four hostages 
to Cordova — among whom were KJmlaf, one of his pay¬ 
masters, and Ibn Mas tuna. 5 

Tiiis peace, however, was of short duration. Whether 
Ibn Ha&thn found it disadvantageous, or whether the Sultan 
did not fulfil his part of the treaty, we do not know; at any 
rate war broke out afresh in uo*f. In Uiat year Ibn llafsun 
had an interview with Ibn Himflj at Carmona. Send me,'’ 
he said. " the pick of your horse under the noble Arab 
(meaning Fail! dm Abi Modiin, commander of the .Scviilnu 
cavalry), for I intend to cross swords with Ibn Abi A Inin on 
the frontier. I trust to defeat him, and in that case we will 
pillage Cordova on the next day." Fujil, who was present 
at this conversation, arid who, true Arolt that he was, felt far 

1 Ar. rwit*. 

* ihii Utijy.m oiNem tUr Jim liiffrm mail, tJi£ Ant wIljhi™: tlui «?*!u« 
*wuy impnji*il4r |pj the {[tVH H&sLUtir^s 
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more sympathy for 1 lie Sultan's cause Lima tor the Spaniards , 
was offended by the light and disdainful tone in which I bn 
Mafiifin had spoken, l Abft Ilitfs," he said, " despise not 
the army of Ibn Ahl A bdo. Though small, it is yet/great : 
and though all Spain were united against it, yet would it not 
turn its back." 11 My lord," replied Ibn Hufshn, “ your 
words are vain. What can this Ibn A hi AJbdft do t Hov 
many soldiers hath he t As for me, I hove six tliousani 
horsemen: add to these five hundred under Ibn Mas tan*, 
and* say, an equal number of your own men. When all 
these troops are united we can eat up the army of Cordova" 
’* On the other hand, we may be defeated,’' said l'njil; " but 
you must not take it amiss if 1 do not encourage your de¬ 
sign, for you know Ibn Abt Abda\ soldiers as well as 1 / -■ 

In spite of Fnjit's opposition. Dm Hnjjiij approved of 
his ally’s scheme, and ordered his general to join forces 
with him. 

Informed by spies that the Omayyad general had moved 
from the Genii. a fid had pitched his Cntnp in the district of 
Kstepa, Ibn Tlafsi'in advanced to attack him. Although 
accompanied only by his cavalry, he gained a brilliant 
victory, and indicted a loss upon the enemy of more than 
live hundred men. Towards evening, the infantry, fifteen 
thousand strong, arrived upon the held. Without giving 
them time to rest. Urn Haft fin ordered an immediate ad¬ 
vance. Then, entering Frill** tent, he exclaimed: M Now. 
my lord, let us take the field ! Ul “ Against whom V' asked 
Fajil, “ Against Ibn AM Abda," ** O Abu I Infs, to drift 
two victories in one day is to tempt the Eternal! It is to 
show him ingratitude 1 Vuii have put the enemy to shame: 

? '«u have inflicted upon him so heavy n loss that it will lw 
ong ere he recovers from it. Ten years must elapse before 
lie cun take his revenge. Refrain al present from driving 
him to despair/' 

" We will overwhelm him with forces so superior that 
he will thunk heaven if lie finds time to throw himself into 
Ins saddle and seek safety in flight!" 

Fajil arose, but us he buckled on his breastplate, lie 
exclaimed, " God is my witness that I had no part in this 
rash project! " 

While the allies, in the hope of surprising the enemy, 
marched on in profoimd silence, Ibn Abl Ahda, still sore ri 
bis defeat, sal at table with his generals. Suddenly a cloud 
of dust in the distance attracted their attention. Guv °* 
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the principal officers, l Ahd aMVuhid Rftfl, kft the lent U> 
observe it more carefully. On returning, he said, «Mv 
mends, the darkness prevents me from sedng cleariv, hut 
it seelns to me that Jim Hafsfm. with his cavalry and 
infantry, hopes to surprise us." ] mtanti y tile officers seized 
their arms, rushed to their horses, leaped into their saddles, 
and led forth their men against the foe. As they drew 
near them several officers erfed nut, “fast away your 
Sfhf.-ar., and use your swords! This order WMJ b'srnntlv 
obeyed, and the royalists thereupon attnnked their opponents 
witii Midi fury that they view fifteen hundred of them, and 
compel led the rest to seek refuge in their camp. 

Siext morning tidings reached the Sultan that Ins army, 
lifter meeting with a reverse, hud gained a victory. In JiA 
anger against the confederates he ordered the hostages to 
he put to death. Throe of ibn Hafsun's hostages were 
tiehenrled ; the fourth, Ibn Alas tafia, saved himself bv 
swearing fealty to the Sultan. Next came the turn of 
‘Abd-er-Kalimfin, son of Ibn Hajjflj; hut his father had 
spared neither gold nor promises to procure him friends at 
court, and lie had persistently declared that as soon ax the 
Sultan restored his son to him, he would return to lib 
allegiance. Among his friends was the Slav Itadr; and 
Undr made hold to appeal to 'Abdullah mat as ‘Ald-er- 
Kflhnwti s head was about to full » Sire,' 1 he said, ** forgive 
my presumption, yet deign to listen to my words: Ibn 
Iioftiun’s host ages are no more, and if you also put to death 
the son of ibn llujjiij, you will unite those two men in Jifc- 
"'PB.enmity against you. It is impossible to conciliate Ibn 
liafsim, for he is a Spaniard; but it is not impossible to 
win over ]hn Hajjiij, for he is an Arab." 

The Sultan summoned his Viziers and eumu 1 ted them. 1 
They unanimously approver! of Uadr's advice, On their 
departure, Hndr once more addressed the Sultan and assured 
him that jf he set the son of Ibn I lajjni at liberty, he might 
in tuturc count upon the fidelity ol ihe Sevillnn chief. 
Seeing that the monarch still Instated, lie begged one of 
Ills most influential friends. Hie treasurer Tojihi, to draw tip 
a memorial advising the Sultan to follow Badr's advice. 
|»crusa[ of tliis document removed 'Abdallah's hesitation, 
■Hi.] lie hade Tojihi restore 'Alid-cr-Hahman lo his lather.- 

We need not dwell upon the joy felt by Uni HajjVij as 

1 Xu vtiiuT Sultan ajipuhilwl -it "iw VUtr*: W Fdil ll.irtr. 

Ihn IUVjvin trrosinvjtly jflVfti I he rtafr &ft sJfcT. fitf a .11. m<, 
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he embraced his well-beloved son, whom for six long years 
he hail fruitlessly entreated to be restored to him. Nor 
did lie now shrink from showing lm gratitude. When he 
declared, in the letter which he addressed to the Sultan 
after the death of the Khaldun, that the latter had always 
incited hint to rebellion, he seems to have spoken the truth. 
Koraib had Wn his evil genius, and now* that treacherous 
ami ambitious nun was no more, a great change came over 
I bn Hajjftj, Without actually breaking with l bn Ilafsun 
— to whom he continued to send presents—-he ceased to be 
bis ally, and instead of showing hostility to the .Sultan, he 
paid his tribute anil sent his contingent of troops with 
regularity. His position relatively to the sovereign was 
henceforth that of a tributary prince; but in his own, 
domains Ins power was limitless, lie had an army in his 
pay; he appointed every' cllichd in Seville from the Kfttly 
and the Prefect of Police to Uie merest hail iff. Nor were 
symbols of his sovereignty lacking—a privy council, a 
body-guard of five hundred knights, and a brocaded robe on 
which hi-, name and titles were embroidered in gold. He 
exercised his power with princely magnanimity, liigorous 
in his justice, he showed no pity to evil-doers, and main¬ 
tained order with a strong hand. Prince anil merchant, a 
man of letters and a patron of the arts, his ships brought 
him gifts from foreign potentates, rich fabrics from the 
looms of Egypt, scholars from Arabia, and Ringing -girls 
from Baghdad, The beautiful Kumar, 1 whose talents he 
had heard so highly praised that he bought her for an 
immense sum, and tlic Bedawy Abii Mohammed Odbri—a 
grammar} 11U of Hi jib;—were among the brightest ornaments 
of liis court. The latter, who whenever he heard nil iu- 
wirrect phrase or inapt word, was wont to exclaim, ** Ah, 
citizens, why do you maltreat your language !" was an 
oracle in all that concerned purity of speech and correctne* 
of style, rim witty Kumar added to her musical talent 
natural eloquence, poetic genius, and exalted pride. One 
day when some empty-headed nobles had been disparaging, 
in foolish pride of birth, her origin and past life, die com¬ 
posed these verses: 

11 I fi-ry'oi l - ‘When Kan*ur tnival litre *li< wm In mjr'; |*a^^ ,,rt 
if «#» I ten l» e»ni|iu r hntrti !ij her bmj-ni shine ; »h<- Malhetl In tf" 
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miuU cjf Itlt ffOftdl* i)lt iramkml fr-jiai, turfii | M lowil ; *hv tv nf Uiv 

; lirr ph%?z: Ip Tin* mmmis nurl her itite merit U lirr #bUitv 

to writ<= Irbtm iml Ah! if they ncit do™ ihtj wmifil 

wmk qthrrwtfte nf lilt- Bv Allah! w\mt mvu H r.- tbet* f wits 

™ IJIi b true iiuhilliV—that which talent confer! ? Wiki mill 
driivcr me fttotn Lkr unluttett J 4«ni itakhh 7 The mu*t fthtpn'fht tkiiiff in 
Iht worM e» tenonra, tmet if i K tiontirre wnr a wmnu'ji im^n !-. 

1 U 8 ni>u% I winiltf hf TQiltr-r that ihn Creator sent me to hrU f ' J 

Siic appears, indued, to June conceived no high opinion 
of the Arabs in Spain. Accustomed to tlie polished courtesy 
of Baghdad. she found herself out of place in tt country 
wiiidi contained many traces of primitive boomhuess. The 
Prince alone found favour hi her eyes, and it was in his 
jirithsc Lb&t slit composed these verses : 

" Tei a ]I tin \V f ht thi n- s-i but inne nun wUn i> imh Ddblr -run! be U 
\hTTihhi Who b. Ituliilltv iii&TPJJttr, In tUdl with birr, h tin gmtfst H 
ildljj'htfi. Ami wfnii mithiiH L^prrirurrfl St. to ilwell mi .iMtiUn r nmatrv 
Wmwiolsfljr, 1 

Komar was not exuggcrating when she thus praised 
Ibrahim's liberality. All shared her opinion; and the 
poets of Cordova, whom the miserly Sultan had almost suf¬ 
fered to die of hunger, docked to his court— the poet-laureate, 
llm *Abdi Rabbihi, at their head. Ibrahim scarcely* ever 
faded to reward them with princely munificence, tin one 
occasion only he withhold Ids bounty; this was when Kalffit. 
a venomous satirist, recited to him a poem full of biting 
sarcasms against the ministers and courtiers of Cordova. 
Although llm Hnjjiij owed n grudge to more than one of 
tJtcsc personages, lie showed no sign of approval, and when 
the poet had made an end, he remarked coldly: “ Vou err 
in thinking that 1 am a man to take pleasure in listening 
to vulgar scurrilities, Kalfut returned ernptv-handed to 
Cordova. Disappointed and furious he poured forth his 
gall: 

llbmw we a,,t, tuj wijr, jf ] ,ln n4tr^ht Init ..hrj WArx djiuj; my- Lot 
j-ninii-y. J'lml jdurnrj faith ciuunl iuu JattfusulitbL.' prief. ( hurit-il t.» 

™ n| l * tfEnemB* mu funder, an it 1 Annul ct«Jy ■ brain k T . gowk! " 

I ho Unjjxlj was not a man to tolerate such gil*es. When 
he heard how the poet had revenged himself he sent him 
this message; 

“If thou refainest not from tiiy mockery. 1 swear by all 

1 Hllirjti i tii HtliUH. It. i ) ell,-* ‘ ni. t«w* itthliuti'il m Kimr.inii'Ii'ln.' 
ImrI ta» Etpm^-irk : bul llic\ *r* dwrly the ^ErtMjmUtiiiu uf * matt. 
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that is holy that 1 will have thee beheaded as thou liest 
on thy bcd*flt Cordova! ** 

Henceforth Kalfiil wrote no more Satires against the 
lord of Seville. 

fArmnnno: Itm ff >, s-M. 2S *7-6. 'JwW. H, HfMtT, 

fji)-8 p Mi'J , Kturnlri, p. 460; ILni KJmJdAu, M; M^Lkurl, H. pp 
!>7, at*l s Hill aj-Khttfli (Xpiiettf j>. SiJflj); Itm Atlhfirf, i, in ; 
U. ias-32, j 4.1; 11m d-KMiyp. n. 45-7.] 




CHAPTER XVII 
•AUD*ER-RAHMAN til 

T HE Sultan’S reconciliation with Hut Hajjoj proved the 
commencement of ft new era which saw the restoration 
of t he royal power. Seville hml Wen the nurserv of rebellion 
»u the \\ est. and now that it had succumbed, all the other 
districts, from Algecir&s to Xiehla, perforce submitted 
During the Inst nine years of ‘Abdallah s reign tribute was 
paid with such punctuality that it was no longer necessary 
to scud troops to collect it. The Sultan was therefore 
enabled to concentrate his forces against the South, This 
fortunate result was due to Itudr's wise counsels, and t]>e 
Sultan, who was under deep obligations to him, gave striking 
proofs of liis gratitude, fie conferred on him the title oF 
\ izier. admitted iiiiu to intimacy, and reposed such complete 
confidence in him that Budr, thougli not Prime Minister in 
name, virtually held that office. 

hi the South the Sultans arms henceforth met with 
almost tin interrupted success. In 00.’* lm army captured 
Jaen; m 005 it won the battle of G timid boll on against tbn 
Hiifsfm and I bn Sfastana; in 90ii it took t aiiete from the 
Kciii ah K hali; in 907 it compelled Aiivhidonn to pay tribute: 
in 900 it deprived Ibn Mastunnof Luque: in 910 it captured 
Ouc/a. while in tlie following year the inhabitants of fzminr 
revolted against their lord, Fwll dm Sabina. Jb« Mpstanus 
mm-mbw, and .slaying kirn, sent his head to the Sul Urn. 
Even in the North a great improvement was manifest At 
it critical moment—in the year 898—there hod been a fear 
lest the two most powerful Spaniards, in the North and South 
respectively might enter into alliance. Mohammed ihri 
hope, of the family of the Beni Kasi, Imd promised to vi>it 
the province of .laen, there to confer with I lm Hufsi'iii. Being, 
however, prevented from coming in perton by a war in 
which fie was engaged with id-Ankar, Governor of Zara 
gozu. he sent his son Lope in his place, I ,npe had reach'd 
Ja P' nf,fI was awaiting lbn Hafsuns arrival, when he n - 
rujivs of the ihrut h of his tkther, "who Imd been killed 
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ni llie siege of Zaragoza: he accordingly hurried home 
without meeting Ibn Ifafidtn. Nothing more was heard of 
the projected alliance. which had caused so much alarm at 
the roynl court, and Lope, far from showing hostSity to 
'Abdullah, sought his favour, wbereujiori the Sultan ap¬ 
pointed him Governor of Ttulela and Tiraxoim. Lope 
employed Ins troops in ceaseless wars with his neighbours— 
including the lord of Hutsca, the King of Leon, the Count 
of Barcelona, the Count of Failure, and the King of Nn% arre 
—until he was killed in an encounter with the last, in y07- 
His brother 'Abdallah, who succeeded him, also fought, not 
against the Sultan, but against the King of Novum. Tile 
liens Ketsi had ceased to be a source of danger to the 
Omavyads. 

Tl ie pol it! cal horizon was every w I jere clear, A t C ordova 
the future was contemplated with confidence. The poets 
chanted pseatis .such ns had riot been heard for many years. 
Nevertheless the royal power had as yet made slow progress, 
and 1 uit I ling decisive had l men accomplished, when 'Aldsdlah 
died, on October 15, HIS, in the sixty-eighth year of his 
age and tire twenty-fourth of Ids reign. 

The heir presumptive to the throne was ‘Abd-erdtitthi, 
the son of ‘Abdallah's eldest son—the unfortunate 
Mohammed, who had I wen assassinated by his brother 
Motarrif at his fathers instigation. 1 An orphan from his 
ten derest years. 'Abd-er-ll ah man had been brought up by 
bis grandfather, who, a prey to ceaseless remorse, seems to 
have concentrated on the chibJ all the affection of which be 
was capable, and long before his death named him in* 
successor. But'Abd-cr-Rahman was not yet twenty-two. 
slid it was to be feared that his uncles or great-uncles might 
dispute the throne with him: for then? was no settled law 
of succession: when the throne fell vacant, it was usually 
occupied by the eldest, or the most caps hie. of the royal 
family. Against nil expectation, however, there was no 
opposition to '.Vhd-er-ItnhiTifin's Recession: 011 the contrary, 
princes ami courtiers hailed the event. with joy, and seemed 
to see in it a pledge of future prosperity and glory- The 
fact was that the young prince hml already learnt how to 
win affection, and hod inspired all who knew him with a 
high opinion of bis talents. 

■Abd-er-ttitlimau III. in tarrying on the work begun by 
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It f’^&ther, adopted totally dim-rent method*. I-or 
A hdiulnh s baud anil tortuous procedure he substituted a 
policy witch was (rank, resolute, and during. Disdaining 

f the Spanish insurgents plain# 

Lirnt Uhat he required ol them was not tribute, hut their 
' usJes and tjieir towns. To those who submitted he pro* 
mtsod full pardon, to the rest exemplary punish mem. At 

. sight, such claims seemed likely to unite all Spain 
ugiuusL him. But it was not so. His masterful dvtemima- 
ion quelled* instead of ..rousing, ill-will* and Ids policy, far 
,i*i being rash wns dirtated by the intellectual and politi¬ 
cal tendencies of the day, 4 

A gradual but universal change hod come over the 
etumtrv, I be Arab aristocracy was no longer what it had 
been when Ahdclhdi came to Lhe throne. It had tost its 
most illustrious chiefs; grid ibn Jtidi and Kondh ihr. 
Kimldm, were no more: IbrAhim ibn Hohlli, too, had lately 
,|K "* and tbert ' none possessed of siitfirient talent or 
consequence to Jill the blank loft by the death of these 
emmeut mem The Spaniards, it is'true, still hud their 
leaders, and their puwer seemed but little weakened, Bui 
these leaders had grown old, and the rank and tile were not 
2 JL ‘ mc 5, le of thirty years befow, when, full of enthusiasm, 
they rose like one man at the -ummons of Ibn Hafsfin to 
nd themselves of foreign domination, That early fervour 
JJU', p°^ Tl W* The sanguine and vigorous general ion of 
Hh t had been supplanted by another without the mievarjees 
arid r.t t he same tunc lacking the pride, energy, and passion 
of its predecessor: not having suffera] from royal oupres- 
sum, it had no reason to detest it. Folk murmured, it is 
true, but the ills they deplored did not arise from despotism 
but from anarchy and civil war. Every day they hud seen 
the royal troops, or the insurgents, ravaging fields which 
promised a bur harvest, felling olives in full bloom mid 
mange-trees laden with fruit, or burning villages to the 
ground. but what they had not seen, and waited for in 
vain, was the triumph of the national cause. The Sultan's 
uirontr sometimes seemed to totter, hut a moment after¬ 
word* It was firm .is a rock. This was discouraging It 
Wa ' instinctively tell, if not openly confessed* that a .weal 
rndmunl uprising, if if dB nol attain its object during Lhc 
first flush of enthusiasm, would never a i turn It, And if such 
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was l he general impression at n time when success ulUr- 
natcd between the two parties it deepened when the 
insurgents met witli an unbroken series of reverses, and 
instead of making headway, drifted backwards. It In-gan to 
be asked what was the use of all this havoc, involving the 
death of so many brave men, nnd whether it were not s 
punishment tor pillaging and slaying in a cause not pleasing 
to heuveu. The inhabitants of the larger towns, who espe¬ 
cially hankered after repose and well-being, were the first to 
«sk themselves such questions, and finding no satisfactory 
answers, they decided that. nJI things considered, peace ut 
any price—if accompanied by a revival of manufactures, and 
consequent prosperity—was better ilian a patriotic war, 
with confusion ami anarchy. Elvira submitted sponturuf-_ 
ously; .fnvn was taken without resistance, and Arcludufut 
consented to pay tribute. In the Scrrania—the cradle of 
the rebellion—enthusiasm did not subside so quickly, but 
even there signs of weariness and discouragement began to 
show themselves. The mountaineers no longer flocked to 
enrol themselves under the national flag, and I bn Hafsiin was 
obliged to follow the Sultan's example and enlist mercenaries 
from Tangier. From thut time the character of Lite war 
wiw changed. Mere havoc increased—for each side aimed 
at depriving the enemy of the means of hiring Africuu 
troop—but the conflict tacked the fierce energy of earlier 
days, imd was much less sanguinary. The ik-rbeis of 
Tangier, always ready to change sides for ail increase of 
pay. 1 looked upon the war merely ;is a lucrative pastime: 
they spared adversaries who fought by their side yesterday 
and might iie their comrades again to-morrow. In many a 
tight not more than two or three men were killed: some¬ 
times there were no fatalities. When a few men hud been 
wounded and a few horses hamstrung, it was considered 
that enough had been done. To aim ut winning, with such 
soldiers us these, the independence which the enthusiastic 
uprising of an infuriated population had failed to secure was 
clearly a chimerical project. Iba Hvhikti himself seems to 
have realized this, for in the year fHW, he acknowledged a* 

1 In SIHP, Juritip llw iifi/f V.tcr, mniiy of thu Sm>IijhV. i/ou|w, britb 
Ibfffc* west mw to tlit inmiT in tbu Sum uf hifWr pij; wiw thing (Kfinltwl tj 

Mfck. Ju W7 ttrpl** iftldttil friufti i'niiifwr* imiiij* under llm IfnSiiCiltf Mffct-Pf* 
thrir H-rHtfri* In Hip Sultan En the Wt ytnf of Mbdnllafr* rfiffn 
ngtmftllla dflHEtftd rfjt tnn**e *ml Joliirai I hi. IfiLfiOtn’i force* Sirtft, IiffW»r, iV 1 
tjauTrllftd with UjHr it** mmrmAm r tniM of thorn mnn tim*wn-4, and =1^ p"_r 
m worn returned to the Sultsn, why pnHarW them. Cl bn llnw/iti, ff. BA-Eh liTi - 
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sovereign qbwtWUU the ShHtc, Who was luadim* «„ 
insurrection in the North of Africa against the AghUhitci 
Nothing oame of tl»is strange alliance, but it proved Unit 
n!ni 1 <>u 4 lltJ ,aI W Br upon Ids oivq countn - 

fo these causes 01 the general cnfoeblemenl of courugr 
and enthusiasm must be added the profound demoralisation 

&££ th * f*W*»«*» of J^n and 

"V™* ihes f * barons hud entirely forgotten that they 

H2ESRf" A i P ^ otic “**» In tHeir clmui capped 
strong holds they imd become mere brigands, heedless of 
law and religion, who from their embattled fastnesses 
watched for travellers, and swooped upon them like births 
prey, making no distinction between friend and foe* 
I'Aery JimuIeL and town cursed these tyrants, mid whosoever 

Z^lSr ?!!*“! '* 11 L l Vlr W *® W tawa *- JUld the hateful 

Jads of their castles, might count on the gratitude of the 
neigh i ft Hiring population, tint the Sultan alone could do 
mis, mnl the hopes the oppressed niituraUvturned to him. 

It must further be remarked, that the Conflict wit no 
longer national and universal, but bad assumed a religious 
character Ibn Hafeurj at first hmi made no distinction 
between Moslems and C hristians; so long as * m «i was a 
Spanuml, willing to fight in the good cause, and could 
his religion wns not imputed into. But 
.dkr | ie himself and I us most powerful ally. Ibn Mastnm. 
had openly embraced Christianity, and. with a view to 
rcstoru^ to that religion its fanu-r magnificence, hud built 
>ple rid id churches m every district, tlm conditions were 
wholly changed Henceforth Ibn Hofcfkd, Qr Samuel » 
he now- called himself, showed confidence in none but 
Uirntmus ; lucrative posts and high dignities were for them 
Robistro bwiimr the locus of a fanaticism os 
mi story and gloomy us that which sixty years before hmi 
umma rd Hie monks of Cordova. Ihn Uaftftn'i own 
.1 lighter, the yea toils and intrepid Argentea. set an example, 
hk r* «lje*tw*Qf her father, who, upon the death of 
ns Wife ( oloudiH. wished Jus daughter to preside over Ids 
tousehold, Argent™ bad estubhsKdd a kmd of convent 
within t he fortress itself, and. draicuring like many others of 
Ule tnuuiph of the Spaniards, she fostered » yearning for 
mu 1 rty r(Ioin—-a monk having predicted tlmt slit Was destined 
tD die for (. Iirtsf Now this zed for Uiristmnitj with 

TlM Ut«i, 1’iry. Artfruir#, t . 2, B, ^ 
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tempt for I&Imnism was a stumbling-block to ninny w|m 
had hitherto fought for national independence. Notwit h- 
standing their hatred of the Arabs, they were deeply attached 
to the religion which they imd imbibed from them, and it 
must not be forgotten that a Spaniard is almost always a 
fervent believer, whatever religion he may have adopted. 
Former serfs, and descendants of serfs, desired at all costs 
to prevent Christianity oiue more becoming the dominant 
religion, in the fear that if it did so, old chuma would 
inevitably be revived, of which they would lie the victims. 
Religion itself therefore became a firebrand. Everywhere 
Spanish Christians and Spanish Moslems regarded one 
another with jealousy and suspicion ; and to sonic districts 
sanguinary conflicts ensued between them. In the province' 
of Jaen the Renegade Ibnas-Shrdia, on re-capturing Cazluna, 
a fortress which the Christians had taken from him, put the 
whole garrison to the sword (a.d. 808 ), 

The national party, tl it re fore, were much less powerful 
that* they seemed. Among them that sacred fire by which 
alone great and heroic deeds can lx? accomplished, burned 
low : they were disunited, and had grown weary’ of con¬ 
flict; among them were many w ho hud no aversion to 
reconciliation with the Sultan, the natural defender of ortho¬ 
doxy—if only tliat Sultan was not ‘Abdallah. Reconcilia¬ 
tion with tJie misanthropic and hypocritical tyrant who had 
poisoned two of his brothers, executed a third, and pot to 
death two of his sons, on mere suspicion and without trial, 1 
hod been unthinkable. Hut he was dead, and his successor 
in no way resembled him. ‘Abd-er-K ahm An was endowed 
with every quality necessary to win the sympathy and 
confidence of a people—to please, to dazzle, and to rule. 
Ue had the winning presence with which wielders of sove¬ 
reign power are not endowed in vain—Ids were the grace 
that fascinates and the brilliancy wind) commands, Ah 
who approached him lauded his talents, his clemency, and 
his, moderation; of the last he had already given proof by 
;• reduction of taxes. Impressionable minds, too, were 
influenced hy the sad fate of his father, assassinated in the 
prime of life, and by recalling that the luckless prince had 
oncesought refuge at Kobastro under the national flag. 

The young monarch therefore ascended the throne under 
very favourable auspices. The great towns were eager t° 

* Sw ttotj-, , At' ir«M, if/fci jdTMtrf, pp. «-02. 
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ypefi their gates to him, Ecij* set the example. On 

1 iT m - y1 ' 1>] *' Uvo monttjs ;Ulfi * I in If after ‘Abdallah's 

^ -t smre.Kkred t.o its besieger I indr, who hod lately 
i«eencti the title i>| A/i/iA .prime minister). But. 1 AIxl-tr- 
u unman wished to gather buys for himself upon the Lalllc- 
held. On the return of Spring (April, flIS>, he took 
< o um land of the army, and resolved to bring the Cast el Inns 
ol Jaen to submission. For several years the troops had 
not seen a Sultan at their head—for since die campaign of 
iirabuey, in BOg, "Abdallah had not shown himself in camp 
—and the absence of tfie sovereign doubtless had a had 

fi-ft 1 V ie 8<J ^ jefS - T]ie y greeted, however, 

with enthusiasm the brilliant young monarch who was 

to s,mre only their gforv. but their hardships ami 
dangers. 1 

On entering the province of daen, \Abd-er-Itulunon 
learned dint Ibn Hafsftn was in league with the revolo- 
tionary party at Are hi dona, and hot»d to gain possession 
°l thnt Lown * He therefore detached a brigade, and ordered 
1 he general in command to throw himself into Arehidona 
wfth all speed. This was done, and Ihu Hafefln’s hopes 
'.^ere dashed. I lie Sultan himself proceeded to lav siege 
u ‘ ^loTiteleon. The lord of that castle, Su*id Ibn HodhaL 
one of lbu Hafsims earliest allies, preferred negotiating to 
lighting. His fortress was invested on a Sunday and it 
surrendered on the following Tuesday, 

llm ns-Shidia, Idfik ibn Tbraliim, the ford of Mentesa. 
and seven other Castellans scarce!v waited for the Sultan 
to arrive before their gates, to make submission and beg for 
they/maffl, This ‘Abd'Cr-RahmAn granted, and sent them 
to Cordova with their wives »ud children, placing lieutenants 
in the abandoned fortresses. In the province of Elvira the 
i happened, and tlie Sultan met with no opposition until 
y ft ‘ a t"hed I' inann. Ihere Ibn Hnfsiin's partisans were tn 
1 lie ascendant, and persuaded the otlier inhabitants that Lite 
town was impregnable. Hut it made no long resistance. 

1 lie town stood on the summit of a hill, and after seem*' 
the houses on the slopes beneath them burnt, tbe lukewarm 
among its citizens sAe<l for terms, and consented to sur¬ 
render the irreconciliibles, as demanded by the Sultan. 
■AW-er Hahni«n next ventured amongst the almost foaecev 
tracks of the Sierra Xevada. There also the Castelliuw 
surrendered without exception. Then hearing ifoit Ihn 
Hafsto was threatening Elvira, the Sultan without a 
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moment s delay sent troop to the M&ristance of tLiutton n. 

Uit- arrival of the reinforcements the militia of Elvira, 
who prided themselves on their seal. marched agfttoit the 
cueiDVi flCitl dcfctittd them near Granatin, taking jnisniuu* 

a grandson of lhn Hafsun. , 

lit the meant one *Alid-cr*lUlinihi besieged JUYues, 
where Christians from other castles had token refuge. I | ,c 
siege lasted for a fortnight. at the end of which time the 
Andalusian Moslems craved the Sultan's clemency and pro¬ 
mised to deliver up to him the Christians among them- 
They kept their word, and the Christians were beheaded_ 
The]i, passing Sidohrena* and marching in the direction of - 
Elvira. Abd-er-Ralimin captured Siui Esteem and lVn;i 
Fomtii. two eagles’ nests which had been the terror of the-#- 
i nimbi tan Ls of Elvira and Granada. A camjaiigU ot three 
months liad sufficed to pacify the provinces ot Elvira and 
Jaen and to rid them «f brigands. 

The turn of the SeviUaii aristocracy had now color 
1 pun the death of Ibrahim ilm Hajj&j, bis eldest son. ‘Alid 
er-Rahman, had succeeded him at Seville, and his second 
son, Mohammed, at Carmona: mid when this *Abd*cr* 
Rahman died in 018 , Mohammed—the idol uf Liu.; pot ' ., 
fur, like Ids father, he showered gifts upon them—aimed at 
proclaiming himself also lord ui Seville, ! Ie tailed, how* 
ever, In hjs design. He had shown an inclination to arbi¬ 
trary rule, mid Seville wished to be independent; he wa* 
moreover accused, prliups falsely, of having poisoned Ids 
brother. His cousin, Ahmad ibn Mils! tuna, a brave soldier, 
was accordingly chosen instead of him. Mohammed whs 
deeply mortified, and since the Sultan, who had not seen 
tit to recognise the new lord, hud despatched an arniV 
against Seville, lie cine to Court to offer his services, which 
the SulLuu accepted. 

t he siege was mj vigorously earned on that Ahmad inn 
Madam* found himself obliged to seek an ally, and ap¬ 
proached I bn Haftim. The latter once more came to tint 
rescue of the threatened Arab aristocracy. But 1 urfcuuv 
hud turned her buck upon him. Sallying forth Imni 
Seville, with his allies, to attack the royal troops, who 
lutd set up their head-quarters on the right bank of the 
Gnodalquiver, he met with so severe a defeat, that leaving 
tin 3evillous to their own devices, he ntiiiited with all 
.speed to Hobastro. 

Ahmad ibn Mashmia and the other Scvillan nobles n0<v ' 
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knew tlilit further resistance was useless. They therefore 
upeiietl negotiations with Itadr, who had Lttety"joined the 
eaitip, and having obtained a promise from him that their 
njatgefl and customs should remain a> they were under the 
HujjAj, LI icy opened the gates of the city 1 December 20, 

Mohammed ibn ITaijnj, who believed tlinI the rapture 
of Seville would redound to Ids advantage, and from whom 
the negotiations had been carefully concealed, was greatly 
surprised to receive u letter from Lhulr announcing that the 
city had surrendered, and that therefore lie might withdraw 
from Cordova. 1 le retired, but with a heart swelling with 
wrath, and vowing vengeajsee. On his way to Carmona he 
„ seared a herd of cattle talonguig to certain Cordovans, anti 
then shut himself up in his fortress and bid defiance to the 
Sultan. 1 Abd-er-RahmAn took the matter quietly; he sent 
an official to Mohammed to point out to him firmly yet 
urbanely that the days were over when nobles could with 
impunity appropriate other folks’ goods, and that he must 
consequently restore the lifted herd.' Mohammed gave up the 
cattle, hut, with nil his intelligence, he failed to real ire that 
times lind changed. Hearing thsit the Government Jwdp idled 
down the walla of Senile, lie resolved to seize the city by a 
mup /if main, and attacked it without warning. His rash 
enterprise failed, hut the Sultan was so long-suffering ns 
again to send him an emissary to warn him that hi* ideas 
were old-fashioned. The prefect of police, Kasim ibn YValid. 
the Kelbite. was entrusted with the mission. It could not 
have been put in tatter hands; Kasim during ‘Abdallah's 
reign had been for some months a colleague of Ibrahim ibn 
liajjaj; he was an intimate friend of Mohammed, and 
recently during the siege of Seville they hnd been much 
thrown together. The Sultan's expectations were nut dis¬ 
appointed ; Kasim acquitted himself with so much tact and 
intelligence, and argued so persuasively. ilust Mohammed at 
last promised to present himself at Court, provided that he 
might leave his lieutenant ut Carmona The Sultan run- 
sen ted to thin arrangement, and Mohammed arrived at 
Cordova, in April, '.‘It, with a numerous retinue. The 
Sovereign showed him the utmost courtesy, and presented 
valuable gifts to him and his men-at-arms; he also granted 
Mohammed the title of Vizier and invited him to take part 
in a new campaign which was on foot, 

Ibd-er-Bahimn was. in fact, determined to attack the 
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insurrection at its very heart—the Sernnil de llegio, He 
did not, of course, expect to gain there rapid and brilliant 
successes like those of the previous year in Jsen mid Ktvira. 
I n the Serrania. whence Isfmtitsm had been almost entirely 
himished, he would have Christians to deal with, and the 
Sultan had it*unit that Spanish Christians usually defended 
themsel ves much more stubbornly than Spanish Moslems. 
He believed, moreover, that even among Lhc Christians 
some would he lour id who, persuaded that Tie was as just as 
lie was resolute, would submit spontaneously. It must, 
indeed, he said to the honour of the Government, that 
Christians who capitulated were treated with the greatest 
leniency, l-’or example, the mistress of a Christian noble 
who had surrendered during the previous year and had since 
resided in Cordova, appealed to the Kady. and pointing out 
that she was a Moslem and a free-woman, desired to be re¬ 
leased from her position of subjection, since it was not 
lawful for a Christian to possess a Moslem concubine. The 
prime minister, JSndr, no sooner heard of the lady's pro 
feedings than he sent the Kady this message'■ Thu 
i hristian in question is hero in virtue of an net of capitulation 
which must not he violated. You know better than any¬ 
body that treaties should be scrupulously observed. Do not 
venture therefore to take this slave away from her master! 1 
The Kady was somewhat surprised at this message; the 
Minister seemed to tar encroaching upon his province. After 
making sure that the message was really from the fitijiti, he 
said to the messenger: “Informyour master that it is in) 
duty to respect tile sanctity of oaths, and that I can make 
no exception in tnv own case. I intend to deal, if not pro 
vented, with the demand of this lady, who is. be it remem¬ 
bered, a Moslem and free." On receiving this reply Kadr 
hod no doubt of the Kady s bias. He sent him, however, 
another message: “ 1 have no desire to interfere with the 
course ol justice, and 1 have no right to require of you an 
unjust decision. I only ask you to take into consideration 
the rights which this Christian noble has acquired by virtue 
of the treaty which he made with us. You are well aware 
that it is your duty to treat Christians with equity and great 
circumspection, lint you must decide for vourself." 

W t* arc not told whether the Kady was convinced, 
whether he held that the law was above treaties : but Hadr ■* 
conduct in the circumstances was at any a proof ot tIn¬ 
sincerity of the Government, and the conciliatory spirit 





II C] FALL OF CARMONA 391 

which animated it. It was u wise and generous policy, ami 
it accorded with ’A bd-er-Rah man's character. So little 
bigoted was the monarch that on one occasion lie wished to 
confer one of the highest magisterial posts—Unit of the 
Kndy of Cordova—on u Renegade whose parents were still 
Christians, and the h'ukihs found much difficulty in dissuad¬ 
ing him, 

■ A Isd-er Rail man’s expectations with regard to the 
lian Castellans of tlic Semen ia were not disappointed. 
Many of them asked for and were grunted :m amnesty ; hut 
Tolox. where lbn Ilafsiui animated the garrison by his 
presence, held out so stubbornly thut the Sultan could not 
capture it. On one occasion when the garrison made a 
t sortie, a sanguinary combat ensued. Another castle also 
made so stout a resistance that 'Abd-er-Rahmiin swore in 
his auger that tie Would taste no wine and participate in 
no feast until it had fallen. He was soon released from Ills 
i'ow, capturing tliis castle as well «s another. .At about 
the same time the royal fleet rendered good service by 
intercepting vessels laden with provisions for lbn Hafsfm— 
that chief being now reduced to such straits that he was 
obliged to turn to Africa for supplies. 

Uti his way back to his capital, the Sultan passed 
Algeciras, and tlien marched through the provinces of 
Sidona and Moron. It was Carmona that he especially 
wished to visit, and on June 28, 014, he arrived before its 
gates, 

Habib, Mohammed's lieutenant, hud there raised the 
standard of revolt. It was doubtful whether he hud done 
this of his own accord ; some declared that it was at his 
master's instigation. ‘Abd-cr-Rohmlii thought the sus¬ 
picion well founded, mid threw Mohammed into prison, 
after depriving him of his viriexship. The siege of Carmona 
then commenced, Habib defended it for twenty days, and 
then asked for and obtained the atsaru Mohammed ilin 
Hajjaj, now that he was powerless for harm, was soon set 
at liberty; but he did not long enjoy his freedom, for he 
died in April, 915, and was the lust of the IfnjJ&j to play 
a part in history. 

In the same year a terrible famine, caused by a long 
drought, rendered a campaign impossible. Tlte jiopuJact: 
oi Cordova died by thousands, and there were scarcely men 
left to limy the dead. The Sultan and his Minister did alt 
they could to alleviate the distress, but they found it dittri 
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cult to check the insurgents, who, pressed by hanger, issued 
forth from the mountains to snatch the scanty fowl remain¬ 
ing in the plains. Next year Online la and Niebla were 
subdued, ana the Sultan luut so thoroughly estiiMtelKsd his 
authority that lie was able to order raids to hv made against 
the Christians in the North, when death delivered him from 
his most formidable enemy: in the year Q17. ibn Mafsiiu 
breathed his last. This event caused great rejoicing at 
Cordova, where confidence was felt that the insurrection 
would now soon be extinguished. 

The hemic Spaniard, who for more than thirty years bad 
defied the invaders of his country, nml who luid often made 
the Omayyads tremble on their throne, had reason to thank 
Providence that he was permitted to die when he did, and 
was thus spared the melancholy spectacle of bis party's ruin. 
He died unvanquished; and in the existing circumstances* 
that was all that he could have hoped for. It was not his Jot 
to liberate bis fatherland, or to found a dynasty : none the less 
lie stands forth u truly hemic form, the like of whom Spain 
bad not produced since the days when Vjriallius swore to 
deliver his country from the 1 loman yoke. 

i Uniiotmits. Jim •t-Kfillfim, T. 17 . Um IWviii, It *-r- Si-SS, 
UMt-r; (bit Aclhln, ii.'pp. its. Url-i*, l3i-‘,; ArtU, ii. iiji. 1+3- 
1*1* * Kli<mhiint, ff, I33-0; Ibn KhuUdn, ^ Jl-U!; flm ■J-'Abhlr, 
P- ft ’; Akh h/ St mtifinti-ai, f. 11 fi.j 



CHAPTER XVIII 

.UUKEA-IUITMAN tn'REMi: 


T he war iti the Scrnmia lasted ten years longer, ’Omar 
\\m Ifafaftn had left four sons -Jn : fur, Sidaitniln, ‘A lid 
er-ilahmiin, and Hafr who, with one exception, inherited 
l he courage, if not the talents, of their lather. In March, 
_ '*Iih Sulann&d was forced to enrol himself in the Sultan's 
finny, and to take part in the eainpaign against the king of 
I,eon and Navarre. 'Abd-er-Itahrofin, who was in command 
of Tolox, mid whose tastes were literary rather than military, 
also surrendered, and was taken to Cordova, where fie spent 
the rest of his life in copying manuscripts. Ja'fars power 
was, however, still formidable—at least the Sultan seems to 
have thought so. for when he besieged Holmslro in I*lit, he 
dM not disdain to parley with him, and on Ja*far*s offering 
hostages and an annual tribute, fie accepted the proposal. 
Soon afterwards, however. Jirfiir committed what proved « 
fatal error. In his opinion his father find erred in declaring 
himself and his family Christians; and. in a certain sense, 
this view was correct, for Ibn llafsun had undoubtedly 
alienated the Andalusian Moslems by his change of religion'; 
hut. the step once taken, neither Ibn 1 Infsim nor his sons 
could draw hack; henceforth they must rely solely on the 
Christians and stand or fall with them. Among tire Chris¬ 
tians alone was effective enthusiasm to lie found—the 
Moslems every when? played the traitor. What had happened 
not long before at Raida illustrated this fact. When tins 
fortress whs besieged by the Sultan, the Moslem portion of the 
garrison went over bodily to the enemy, while the Christians 
suffered themselves to la: -Inin to the lust man rather than 
surrender. .Ja'far, however, who never Fully understood his 
position, still believed in the jmssihility of 1 icing reconciled 
with the Andalusian Moslems, and to win them over, hinted 
his intention of returning to Mamism. This step proved 
hrv ruin. Shuddering at the thought of serving under 
an infidel. Ins Christian soldiers entered into a conspiracy, 
and, with the connivance of his brother Suleiman, assassinated 

m 
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him (a.d. 920): Sulainian, who was «L bund, was immedh 
ately declared chief. 

Hut reign was calamitous. Robastro was a prey to the 
bitterest discords. An insurrection broke out; Sulairmn 
was ex petted, the prisoners were set at liberty, a ml llie 
palace was sucked; but shortly afterwards his partisans 
crept into the town; lie Himself followed in disguise, and 
bribing the inhabitant* hy prospects of pillage, he called 
them to iirms. Once more master* and implacable ixs his 
vengeance, he beheaded most of his opponents, " Allah, ‘ 
writes a t'ordovaii historian, "allowed the infidels to cut 
each utlier s throats, that llicir mrt might be rooted out." 

Sulnimnn did not long survive his restoration. Unliorscd 
in a skirmish, February «, 927, he was slain by the royalists, 
who avenged themselves on his corpse, cutting off the head, 
hands, and feet, HLs brother Hafs succeeded him, hut the 
fatal hour hod sounded. In June 927, the Sultan beleaguered 
Hfibastro. detemiiued not to raise the siege before it capitu¬ 
lated, Throwing up earthworks oh every side, and rebuild¬ 
ing a half-mined Homan tower in the vicinity, he completely 
surrounded the town and cut it off from supplies. For six 
months Hafs held out Hut he surrendered on Friday, 
January 21, 928, and Hobastro was occupied by the Sultan * 
troops, I Infs was deported to Cordova with the rest of 
the inhabitants, and later on served in ' A bd-er-Rahman s 
army. Ills sister Argentea retired to a convent, where she 
would probably have been allowed to remain in peace, hud 
she been content to live in obscurity; but she was a fanatic 
who had long yearned for the martyr’s paint, and she pro¬ 
voked the authorities by boasting that she was a Christian— 
though in tlie eyes of the law site was a Moslem, as was 
her father when she was bom. She was thereupon con¬ 
demned to death as an apostate, and met her fate with 
heroic courage, showing herself a worthy daughter of the 
indomitable ‘Omar ibn Hafstin (a,d. 981), 

Two months after the surrender of Hobastro, the Sultan 
entered that town in person, wishing to view with his own 
eyes the proud stronghold which for half u century had 
deried the incessant attacks of four Sultans. When.from 
its rumpaiis lie gazed upon the embattled bastions and the 
mighty towers; when his eyes fell upon the scarped mountain 
on which it stood, and the profound precipices around it. 
be exclabued that it Irntl not its equal in the world; Wid 
filled with gratitude to the Eternal, who had delivered it 
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into his hands he fell upon Jiis knees and [toured forth his 
heart in thankfulness. It is recorded that throughout h»> 
sojourn at Hobostro he observed n strict fusL I fnhappily 
for hir fame, he allowed n concession to l>c wrung from 
him which should have been refused. Wishing to see the 
formidable town which had been the bulwark of the religion 
which they held in detestation, certain Fiddli* had followed 
in the Sultan's train, and once at jlobnstro they gave him 
iiij rest mi til he allowed them to open the tombs of 'Omar 
ibn Hafstin and his son Jaffa, Then. .is the bigots beheld 
them lying interred iu the Christian manner, they were nut 
ashamed to break iu upon the repose of the warriors who 
slept their eternal sleep, and dragging the corpses from the 
.tomb, they sent tliem to Cordova, there to lie nailed to 
stakes. “ Their bodies, exclaims a contemporary chronicler, 
in savage glee, " thii'- lieenme a salutary warning to the 
ill-disposed, and a grateful spectacle for the eyes of true 
believers." 

Strongholds still in the hands of the Christians now 
hastened to make submission. The Sultan levelled them 
nil—with the exception of a few which he deemed it prudent 
to spare, in order to over-awe the connin'—and the most 
influential and dangerous inhabitants were conveyed to 
Cordova. 

By the time that the pacification of the Sermnin was 
complete, the Sultan had also quelled the rebellion in 
several other quarters. In the mountains of I’riegu the 
suns of Ibn Mas tan a had ln.cn forced to yield up their 
castles; in the province of Elvira, the RerWr* of the Beni 
Muhallab bad laid down their arms. Monte Hu bio, ou 
the frontier of Jaeu and Elvira, lmd been raptured. Situated 
On a lofty and precipitous mountain, this fortress hud long 
caused tire Government serious annoyance. A bond of 
Christians bad their eyry there, whence they swooped down 
tu pillage hamlets, or to rob and massacre wayfarers. In 
t)2S their luir was unsuccessfully besieged by the Sultan for 
a fill] month : it was not captured until four years luter. 
In 0i>4 many rebels of tin province of Valent iu surrendered. 
In the same year the Sultan withdrew front the northern 
frontier nil the Beni Kasi—who were enfeebled by warfare 
among themselves and against the King of Navarre—and 
enrolled them in bis own army. Two years later the general 
Abd al-Hamid fought a successful campaign against the 
Betti Dim 'n-Nuti. 
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Having no longer anything to fear From the South, rise 
Sultan was able to concentrate his arms against rebels in 
other provinces. His victories were swill and derisive, 
in 0*J8 he despatched an expedition against the sheik 
Ashunt, lord of Alicante and Callosa, in the province of 
Tftdmir. This Arab, who was a Iree-booter and scoundrel 
of tire very worst kind, had always professed meal for religion. 
Crowing idd, he had abdicated m favour of his son 'Alxlcr- 
HiihmAti, wishing—so lie said—to devote his remaining days 
to his own salvation. He attended, indeed, with the utmost 
regularitv all sermons and public prayers, but this show of 
piety' did not prevent him from occasionally marauding in 
his neighbours' lands, and when his sou was killed in a 
right with the royidists, he once more assumed power, lie, 
did not, however, long enjoy it; the general Ahmad iblt 
[slnik captured his fortresses one after another, and Aslnmi, 
compelled to surrender, was conveyed to Cordova with all 
his fam ily. At about the same time Merida and Saiatarem 
capitulated to the troops sent against them by the Sultan, 
without drawing a sword. Next year lJeja submitted after 
jit fortnights brave resistance, * A Ixher-Rahman then 
threatened Khulnf ibn llnkr. prince of Oksonoba; but that 
Kcncgadc expressed his willingness to pay tribute, pleading 
the remoteness of his province as an excuse for not having 
paid it before. He was beloved by his subjects, as m 
predecessors had liecn. and the Sultan feared that if he were 
deposed the inhabitants of Algarve might be driven to 
desperation Contrary’ to his wont, therefore, he made n 
bargain with the prince, consenting that klmlnf ibn llakr 
should become, not a subject, but a vassal—stipulating, 
however, that He should pay an annual tribute, and harbour 
no rebels. The reduction of Badnjoz, where a descendant 
of Ibn Merwin, *« the Cialieian,” still reigned, proved a 
more difficult matter. This town did not capitulate until 
after a siege which lasted for a whole year U/)0). 

To be master of the heritage of his ancestors, ‘AIhI-kt- 
Kalimau hm) now only to reduce Toledo. His first step was 
to send thither a deputation of I'akihs, to point out to the 
inhabitants that since the whole country had now submitted 
it was foolish of them to pose as republicans. This attempt 
proved futile. Ardently loving the liberty which the}' hnd 
enjoyed for eighty years, both under the protection of the 
Item Kasi and under that of Lhe kings of I .eon. the Toledan 
sent un evasive, if not arrogant, reply. 
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Seeing that extreme measures were imperative, the 
Sultan laid his plans with Ii is habitual promptness and 
decision. In May, OiU), before the main army, which lie 
intended to semi against t he rebels, Imd assembled, he sent 
one of his generals, the Vim-r Sa'id ifan Mundhir, to besiege 
Toledo, In June the Sultan himself marched against the 
town with the* bulk of his forces, and pitching his camp on 
the banks of the Aigodor, near the castle of Mora, he 
summoned the commander of that fortress to surrender. 
The summons sufficed : the Renegade saw that resistance 
to Lhc Sultan’s troops would lie futile. 'Abd-cr-Rabitiiin, 
placing a garrison in Mora, then moved Ins camp nearer 
Toledo, pitching it on a uimmlsiu then known ns .fnniness. 

* Looking out over the gardens and vineyards, he t-aim: to tin- 
conclusion that the burid-ntitcc near the gateway would 
he bed. suited for his I lead-quarters. He transferred bis 
troops, therefore. t*» this cemetery, and causing the crops 
and fruit-trees near the city to he levelled and the villages 
to lie burned, he attacked Toledo with great vigour, Never¬ 
theless the siege lasted for more than two years. 'Hie Sultan, 
whom nothing discouraged, built a town upon the mountain 
of Jaraiicas, and Al-Fnth i Victory)* erected in si few days, 
was 11 pledge to the Toledans that the siege would never Ik* 
raised. The beleaguered city still counted on the King of 
Leon, but his army was routed by the royalists. 1 Famine 
at length compelled the Toledans to open their gates 
‘A bd-er-Kuhnian's joy at gaining possession of the city was 
its grout as that which he displayed when he became master 
of liobaslro, mid fervent were the thanksgivings winch he 
offered to the Almighty. 

Arabs, Spaniards. Berbers—all had now been vanquished 
and bad been forced to bow the knee before the kingly 
power. The principle of absolute monarchy was proclaimed 
more emphatically than ever, amidst universal silence. 
But the losses sustained by the opposing parties in ibis 
long strife wen unequal- The Arab nobles, who were rln- 
representatives of personal liberty as the Teutons bad 
been in France and Italy—were undoubtedly the chief 
sufferers- Obliged to submit to a form of government 
more nearly absolute, and much more effective, than that 
which they had tried to overturn—a government intrinsi¬ 
cally hostUc to them, mid aiming systematically lit depriving 

1 At! aeniiml of tliia npr^itluii nr fUmlrd II I* aisttn in HI. 
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them of alii influence on the course of events—tin Arab 
nobles were condemned slowly to drift during cadi succes¬ 
sive reign further from their former dominant position. _ And 
this fact proved a consolation to the Spaniards, for in it they 
saw a partial victory. Having taken up arms in hatred less 
of the Sultan than of the Arab aristocracy, they could Hatter 
them selves that they had, to a certain extent, been victorious, 
since, if they had no other satisfaction, they were at least 
henceforth sheltered from the contempt, the insults, imd the 
oppression of the nobles. They no longer constituted a 
people apart, a race of pariahs. The object aimed at by 
■ A 1*1-er-hall infill, and which in course of time he practically 
attained, was the fusion of all the races of the Peninsula 
into a veritable nation. The old national dividing lines Imd 
been obliterated- -or, at any rate, greatly blurred—to be 
succeeded by distinctions of ranks and conditions. The 
resulting equality of races was, it is true, an equality under 
subjection, but in the eyes of the Spaniards it was an 
immense gain, and for the moment they asked for nothing 
more. At bottom, their ideas of liberty were still very 
vague; they had no prejudice against absolute monarchy 
and administrative despotism; on the contrary, such a form 
of government was traditional with them; they had known 
none other under Visjgotluc kings or Homan emperors; 
and in this connection it is noteworthy that even when 
fighting fur independence, they had made hut fechle effort* 
to establish liberty. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE Fl TIM IDS 

I N order not to interrupt the history of the Andalusian 
rtr k 1] if tu. «i' have already raiched, in our narrative, the 
>e:i[' 932, which saw its termination, A foreign war non 
elnirus mir attention, nnd it is necessary to revert to the 
_ Cfitiimcneemcm of the reign of‘Abd-er-llnhmiLn fIJ. 

Hie insurrection of the Spaniards and of Hie Anih 
nobles was not the only peril which menaced the existence 
of the State: two neighbouring powers, one ancient, mul 
the other of recent origin, were also sources of danger: these 
were the kingdom of Leon and the African Khali fate, 
recently founded by a Slii'ito .wet, the Tunfrilk 

1 lie SIndies, nr upholders of Divine Right, agreed in 
believing that the Imamu to—that is the temporal and 
spiritual headship of all Islam—lay with the descendants of 
•All. and that the Imftm was impeccable, Hut though in 
agreement on fundamentals, the ,Shrites were nevertheless 
split into several sects, winch held different views »\ to 
which oil' the descendants of the sixth Imam, ,briar the 
veracious, had the right to Hie Imanmte, .briar had 
several sons, of whom the eldest was Ism fed and the second 
Musil, and since Isnaci] had predeceased his father, in the 
year 7H-, the majority of the ShlHtes had recognised Mina 
as 1 1 mini after .fa'fitr's death. Hut the minoritv would not 
submit to him. Declaring that find himself by the mouth 
of Jit-f’ar had named Isma il ns the next Imam, and that the 
Supreme living could not change his intention, the Isma'Hts. 
^ they were called, refused to acknowledge tlie imthoritv 
of any except the dewcnducts of Ismadl. Tim ihe latter 
were dev oid of ambit ion. Discouraged hv the failure of the 
SliWtes in all their enterprises, and not ifesirous of simring 
the lot of tlieir ancestors—most of whom had met with pre- 
luatius deaths by violence or poison—they shunned the 
dangcrous nnd oonmpomising homage of their partisans, ant! 
sought seclusion in Khurasan and Candahiir, 1 

VI JuitiEtii, Jijiiptk. v- ktJu t t yp|L m>, Hn^—L 
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Thus abandoned bv their natural lender the Isma'ilk 
seemed doomed to extinction, when the daring and Ability 
of a Persian inspired them with new vigour. 

In Persia the progress of lsUiinisni I lad lieen emsely 
parallel to that which it had made in Spain, it hud re¬ 
ceived into its fold a large number of proselytes, hut it laid 
not stifled other religious, for the ancient cult of Mngiunism 
nourished side by side with it. If the Moderns had rigor* 
ously earned out the Law of Mohammed they would have 
offered the Gbebers the alternative of conversion or the 
sword. Having no Sacred Book revealed by a prophet 
whom Moslems could recognise as such, the Lire-worshippers 
had no claim to toleration. Butin existing circumstances 
the Law of Mohammed was not applicable. 1'hc Ghebcrs - 
were very numerous; they were devoted heart anil soul to 
their religion; and they stubbornly rejected every other 
faith. The immolation of all these brave men merely 
because they chose to seek salvation in their own way was 
unthinkable. Such an act would not only have been 
barbarous in the extreme but very dangerous, for it might 
have provoked a universal insurrection ParLl.y actuated by 
I humanity and partly by policy, the Moslems accordingly 
ignored the law, ami, having admitted the principle of 
toleration, they allowed the tibebers to practise their 
religious rites publicly, and every town nr village bad its 
altar. The Government even protected the Ghcbers against 
the Moslem clergy, and bastinadoed imams and imiez/Jns 
who hud attempted to turn fire-temples into mosques, 1 

But if the G overrun cut was tolerant towards the avowed 
adherents of the ancient religion, who as peaceable eit raens 
caused no disorder in the State, it did not and could not 
spare the sham Moslems, who after their so-called con¬ 
version were still pagans at heart nud endeavoured secretly 
to transform Islam ism by engrafting tlicreon their own 
doctrines. In Persia as in Spain apparent conversions due 
to worldly interests had been numerous, and the insincere 
Moslems were for the most part restless ami ambitious men 
Rebuffed by the Arab aristocracy, everywhere very exclusive, 
they dreamed of n revived Persian nationality and empire." 
Against such agitators as these the Government took 
measures of the utmost rigour; to restrain and punish them 
the Khalif Mrthdi even set up on inquisitor in! tribunal which 

* 4‘hmtl-4ihil, Mf SatMrr unit 4 ct sntixun,, l. lOKV-W. 
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-"V™** e3f,st ,l P to end of the reign of Hari'in al- 
i - r r « A * WM,nl * persecution fed to rebellion. Ihibak. 
cliR i of tiie hlrisrramnes or libertines, as their opponent* 
*siUifi them — revolted in A/orbiiijun. For twenty years 
817-HJir.thia I bn HafsOn of Persia held in check the armies 
oj the hlmhfc. nod the latter lost two hundred and fifty 
thousand men before they succeeded in capturing him. 5 
Ilm n of cvtfl greater ditfleuUy than that, of Wrihly 
repressmg araied revolts, was Umt of detecting and ex', 
tirpftting the secret societies geMnded by persecution. 
Ihcsc sLottlLl >ily disseminated eh her the ancient Persian 
xictrmes, or philosophical ideas yet mime dangerous for m 

1 1-1 ,||4 ‘ : ! ■ h ! l T^ i f - ! f ,f r 1 i : l n\ fdjgj^R| 3rrs c| gtveyi |jn \, y g 
■* nomcrou* class of thinkers who repudiated and despised 
them nil. '■ .All these alleged religions duties," they vaid. 

' r Hr R only useful For the vulgar, and Eire in no way 

land tug on cultured folk. The prophets were «» many 
impostors who aimed at gaining vupremiu'v over their fellow 
mcn."* 

[* foni the bosom of these secret societies there emerged, 
at the Ik: ginning of the ninth century, the second founder 
of the sect of the IsimVilk Itis name was -Abdallah ilm 
Maymmt, and lie sprang from h Persian family"which had 
professed the doctrines of the followers of Bardesunes, who 
recognised two deities, one of whom created light and the 
other darkness, ‘Abddkrfi’* rather was a free-thinking 
oculist, who, to escape the dutches of the in nidation—to 
iv lueh seventy of his trie nils had falleit victims’ — sought 
reiuge m Jerusalem, where he secretly taught the occult 
M.n ntres while professing piety and great zeal tor the ShWtc 
jmrty. I udrr hi^ lathers tutelage "Aljdfdlnh became not 
merely ;i vkiHiil juggler and a learned oculist, but an erudite 
student ul theological and philosophical systems. lie id 
tivsi Attempted, hy the mil of pretended miracles, to pu>c as 
* prophet, but the attempt proving unsuccessful, he gradually 
iii't i vetj a much vaster project. 

To link together into one body the vanquished and the 
‘■miquerois; to unite in the form ul a vast secret society 
with immy degrees of initiation, frec-lliinkerv—who rcgartled 
i*chgion only as n curb for the poopfe—and bigots of all 

' W4.il, ii. j<h- 
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sects; to muke tools of believers in order to give power ti> 
sceptics , to induct conquerors to overturn the empire they 
hud founded ; to hoi Id up a j tarty, numerous, compact, and 
disciplined, which in due time would give the throne, (f no* 
to himself, nt least to his descendants, such was ‘Abdallah 
ilm Mayuuins general aim — an extraordinary obneeptitm 
which he worked out with marvellous tact, incomparable 
skill, and a profound knowledge of the human heart. 

The means which he adopted were devised with diabolical 
cunning. Outwardly lie was an IxmiVllite. This seen 
seemed doomed to extinction for lack of a leader; lie 
breathed new lilt into it by promising tmr. " flic world," 
such was his doctrine, *'lms never been without an Imam. 
’Die line of hiinitis has descended from father to son from 
the* days of Adam, and will persist to the end of time. Tin 
[fflfim never dies, until a son has been born to him to be hi* 
successor, lint the himru is not always visible, HamKinio 
be k manifested, and at othei times he is hidden, just a-, 
night arid day succeed one another. When the Imam i> 
visible his doctrine is veiled. Hut when ( Ik* iiniim is hidden 
his teachings are revealed, and his messengers appear among 
men." 1 In support of this doctrine * \lnl nlln 1i cited passages 
from the Komi! it served his turn to keep awake the 
hopes ot the Ismi'iiites, who accepted the idea of the 
"Hidden Itnjlm," hut believed Hint he would ultimately 
appear and with him the reign of (tenet* and justice on the 
earth. lit his inmost heart, however, ‘Abdallah despis'd 
this sect, mid his professed attachment lor the family of 'All 
was assumed to further his projects. A Persian at heai'l, 
be included ‘All, lus descendants, and the Arabs, in out* 
cutup rebel Ciive anathema. He rightly believed that if an 
'A lid hurl succeeded in founding an empire in Persia, ns the 
Persians Imd wished, it would not have been to their bench I. 
and he counselled his confidential friends to slay ruthlessly 
all the descend ants of *Aii who fell into their power, ft 
was, therefore, not among the Slu'ites that he sought hi*, 
true supporters, but among Uk- GJ the Maui chain*, 

tb'. pagans of Harr mi. and the students of Greek philosophy 
on the lust alone could he rely, to them alone could he 
gradually unfold the Hi ml mystery, and reveal that Imfim*. 

AMnaalnL J«m*. -jiu/,, V' wrif, I. till, jat :itl*-5. 
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rcJigfcjii'i, and nmralitv, were nolluriu Imr ...l ,, . 

"[! , Tiic rest »t ii,«Bkindlii» 

.( times. Hut to gam lnv end lie by tm means disdained 
thrnrwd; i>n the contrary he solieittcj it, but he took can: 
I? 1 ™** d £ mit ; m . d tevty ^uh only in the first gSfcs of 
iJ Ti fi } \^ 0Ua(ks ‘ " !l ° Wlfre inculcated with U, t - 
*“f dut y WJ1S to cm I fen I their true sentiments 

gi^S* totte views of their midi tors, «, Z , 

m many gui**.a.,d spoke, as it w W . in a diflcrc-nl \SSm 
to yhcW They won over the w vulgar fc^fSC 
11 wlucli passed for miracles, or excited (heir 

curiosity by cmgm^ticHl distfourset. hi the presence of the 
* devout they assumed the musk of virtue nni piety With 
mpur, they were mysticsL and unfolded the itWr meaning 

I ±£'r:r m » ° r lJ % wne * the figurative 

S I" lJ ;: ^legqrux themselves. Turning to ndvrnitaue 

i?T h W,d tl,e vtl ^ hopttaf . hd 3 r 

hire fostered by al the sects, they promised to Moslems 
u?tA )?' «*«"»■ % Mohammed. 

Of Si' £ V'f “ f & e Uesaa51 ' «*rf to the Uimtiims that 
i* [I Trnvlete. 1 hey even appealed to the orthodox 
Arabs, or Sunnis, who were the most difficult to win over 
oecnusc theirs was the dominant religion, hut w hose eoun 
‘uarice whs desirable as a shelter from suspicion and sOvem- 
meiilaJ interference, and whose wealth they needed for the 

Si Jlt TA L ‘ °f Vt TIlo r *■«««* the national 

t 1 ’ 1 ' \ >} the Arabs hy assuring them that all the riches of 
■ irth belonged to their race, while the Persians were slaves 
I birth, and they sought to gain tlietr confidence by db- 
l a w !i vouten n> 1 for rieltes and a deep piety; once that 
confidence was gained they harassed the Arab'by their im¬ 
portunities and prayers until he beeaine pertndr tic cafovcr, 
■nd then easily persuaded him that it was his duty to 
support the sect by pecuniary gifts and to beo ueath all his 
properly to it 1 * 1 

tty means such its these the extraordinary insult was 
fought nlHiut llrnt n multitude of men of diverse beliefs 
?working together for nn object known only to a 
p m limn The premier of the uork, however, was 
Mow. 'AbdnUfds knew tint he Jiintteelf would not sec its 
^^complishment : 3 but he chniged Jiis son Ahumth who 
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succeeded liim as *■ Grand Muster," to carry it on, 1 '»der 
Ahmad and his successors the sect made rapid progress, the 
more yn because a large number of the other branch ol‘ the 
Shi'itetJ joined it This branch, as we have seen, ocknow- 
ledged us imams the descendants of MusS, the* second sou 
of .Tft'far the Veracious ; hut since the twelfth, Mohammed, 
hud disappeared, at the age of twelve, hi a cavern which 
lie hud entered with his mother (a.I>. tt?h)» rtiui his followers 
the Duodecimalis as they were called—hud become weary 
of awaiting his reappearance, they were easily induced to 
enrol themselves among the Isnm'ilites, who had the 
ml vantage of possessing a living chief ready to make himself 
known ns soon as circumstance* allowed- 

In X 84 , an IsmiWiite, Urn Iluuslmb, who had formerly 
been a Duodecinun, began to preach openly in Yemen. 
He took possession of Sa‘mi, and de&putcla d thence mission* 
aries to almost every* province of the empire, Two of them 
went to “plough”—such was the Shi*itc phrase—the land 
of the Ketainians in the province of Constantine, and when 
they were dead I bn Haushuh replaced them by one ci‘ l.:> 
disciples, named Abu 'Abdullah, 

Active, daring, eloquent, ns well as shrewd and tactful, 
Abu 'Abdaliah knew how to Adapt himself to the narrow¬ 
minded Berbers, and was welt fitted for Ills tusk. Although 
lie seems to iiave been initiated only into the lower grades 
of the order — for even the missionaries were sometimes 
ignorant of its final object,* He began by teaching the 
children of the Ketamians and strove to gain the confidence 
of his hoit.s ; then, when lie felt sure of success he threw oil' 
tire mask, declared himself the precursor of the Mitluii. and 
promised the Ketatnians the pleasures of this world and 
the iieKt if they would take up arms in the holy cause. 
Influenced by the mystic discourses of tlic missionary, and 
perhaps by the allurement of pillage, the Ketiuniftns were 
easily persuaded: and since their tribe was then the mest 
numerous and i>owerfuJ of all, and had preserved much of 
its old independence aud warlike spirit. their success was 
extremely rapid, After capturing all the towns belonging 
to the Just Aghiabilc prince — whose dvuasly hod reigned tor 
more than n century—they* compelled him'to flee from hi' 
residence W ith sueli baste that he had not even time to lake 
his mistress with him, Abu ■ Ahdullnii then placed the 
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jrditli on the throne, 4 . 11 . fiotb This was Sa*?d, Grand 
Mnster of the sect, a descendant of -Abdallah ftkKaddah.' 
who posed as a desoendiml of 'Ah, and a turned the name 
of dHundallnh, As Khalif, the founder of the Futirmd 
dynasty carefully eon waled hi* true doctrines. Perhaps he 
would have shown more candour if another conntrv—Persia 
lor instance-had been the scene of Us triumph; *but since 
lie Owed his throne to a sc mi-barbarous horde, ignorant of 
philosophical speculations, he was obliged not only to dis¬ 
simulate personally, hut to restrain the advanced members 
of the sect frwn untimely audacities of expression. The 
truc character of the sect was not openly manifested until 
the Sinning of the eleventh century, when the power of 
the ratimids was so firmly established that, they hud 
nothing to fear, and when, thanks to their powerful armies 
and vast wealth, they attached little importance to their 
alleged hereditary right.' But at first the Ismtllites re 
semhled some other Modem sects in their intolerance and 
cruelty. Duvoul and learned 1 * skills were bastinadoed, 
mutilated, or crucified for having spoken with respect of the 
best three Khalife,* or forgotten n Shi'ite formula, or pro* 
no mice d a fctasti according to Malik's code. Absolute 
submission was required in the converted. To avoid 
hat ing his throat cut as an unbeliever, a husband was com¬ 
pelled to witness the violation of his wife, after which he 
™ nod spat upon, Obaidalloh, it is fair to say. 

tried to Check the brutality of his soldiers. but with little 
success. His subjects, who declared that they had no need 
of an invisible tiod. willingly deified the Klialif—conform¬ 
ably to the ideas of the Persians, who taught the incarna¬ 
tion of the Deity in the person of the monarch—but only 
on condition that he allowed them to do all I lint they 
wished. The atrocities committed by these barbarians in 
the towns they captured were unparalleled. At Harm, 
their general had some of the citizens cut to pieces and 
roasted; then after compelling the rest to eat of this flesh, 
lie oast them into the flames, Plunged in silent stupor, 
tlie miserable Africans could only direct their hopes beyond 
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i lie grave. "Since God permitted] such deeds, writes « 
f on temporary, 44 ii is nuoifeit Hint this present world U 
beneath Ills notice. But flu* Last Day wifi come, and then 
He will judge 1 ” 

Their claims to universal monarchy rendered l lie liUinufls 
dangerous to nil the Moslem States, but they were especially 
a peril to Spain. They early hankered after that rich and 
beautiful country ‘Ob&idtilhdi hud scarcely taken possession 
of the territory of the Aghbljii.es before he entered into 
negotiations with I bn llufsim. and the latter ackno wledged 
him us his sov ereign. This singular alliance led to no result: 
hut the Fidimids were not discouraged. Their spies traversed 
all parts of the Peninsula in the guise of merchants, and an 
idea of the nature of the reports which t hey brought to then 
masters can be gathered from the account of his travels given 
by one of them, [bn llawk&L At the very beginning of his 
description of Spain he writes thus: 1 "* That which chicHy 
astonishes foreigners when they set foot iu this Peninsula. is 
the fact that it still belongs to the sovereign who reigns 
there; for Llie hdiahiLuJits are spiritless and servile, they are 
cowards, they are wretched horsemen and are wholly in¬ 
capable of defending themselves against disciplined troops: 
and yet our masters—on whom be the blessing of God—well 
know the true worth of this country, how great is the revenue 
it yields, and what arc its beauties and delights.*' 

If the Failmids hail succeeded in gaining a. foothold in 
Andalusia they would undoubtedly have found followers 
The idea of the advent of the Mahdt was common to Spain 
with the rest of the Moslem world. In GO). as will appear 
hereafter, an Omayyad prince claimed to he the looked-for 
Mnhdi: and in :i book written some twenty years before the 
foundation of the Fititimid Klialllate there occurs a prophecy 
by the famous theologian ‘Abd aLMalik itm Habib ( 858 * 1 , 
according to which a descendant of Fatima would reign hi 
Spain, would conquer Constantinople—still regarded as the 
metropolis of Christianity—would slny all the males hi 
t ordova and the neigh I mu ring provinces, and would sell 
their wives and children, 14 so that a liov could be bought for 
a whip, and :i girl for n spur," As usual, it was chiefly the 
lower classes who believed in prophecies of this kind, but 
even among the well-educated, and especially among free 
thinkers, the Futimids would jjerhaps have found adherent'. 
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Ihitosophy h«d penetrated Spain under Mohammed, the 
hftli Ornayyad Sultan: bit! philosophy was held there in 
dispute, and intolerance was much more rife there than hi 
Asm. 1 he Andalusian theologians, indeed, who had jour- 
neved to the Em, spake with devout horror of the tolerance 

J ]C j "?? Sm ^ n f th»se meetings of fcbe 

uirued o! rill religions and sects, where nietaphvsicnl 
lions were dismissed without regard to rcvdatloa find where 
even Moslems sometime turned the Koran into ridicule' 
1 ,L <«Woii people, however, detested tilt- philosophers, 
u * 1om wrcy impiaus «ad were ever rc-aUv Lu burn 

or Stone. i VeeLJiinkers were therefore obliged to conceal 
their views, mid naturally found the constraint irksome. 
- l \ uuId Hk T not therefore lie ready to support :i dynasty 
whose principles accorded with their own f It seemed 
probable; and the FAtunids, it would appear, were of this 
opinion it even appears to us that they tried To found a 
lodge in Spain, and that they sent thither with that object 
t lie philosopher Hit. Mimrrn This I bn Masarra 

u'as a pan the is t of Cordova, who had made tut especial study 
of trm^htUons of certain ilttvk Iw.wiks attributed bv the 
: rj| lv KinpedoritfS. Accuser! of impiety* and competed 
to leave the country, he travelled it* the East, where lie 
familiarized himself with the-doctrincsi of various sects, oud 
seems to have joined the secret society of the Ismi'diUvs 
V e are led to believe this by lm conduct after Ids retun. to 
Spam, for instead of Haunting his opinions, ns he hud done 
111 Ids youth, he concealed them, and nude great parade of 
piety and austerity. I he heads of the secret society, we 
may suppose, had taught him that he must make a stalking- 
horse of orthodoxy. Thanks to this mask and to his winning 
eloquence, lie deceived the vulgar and at the same time at¬ 
tracted many pupils to Ids lectures, leading thorn step by 
step from faith to doubt, and from doubt to disludtcf. He 
did not, however, succeed in duping the clergy, who, in just 
alarm, burned, not the pililmopher himself—for this Abd- 
wvltahmaii [II would not ;dW—hut his bonks. Though 
1 ’ B no Hired evidence that I bn Musarm was nn Ismallitc 
missionary, it is at any rate certain that the Fiitiruids made 
ttldesvours to found ft party in .Spain and to some extent 
succeeded , 1 Their domination would doubtless have pleased 


n.ntf., !■ irrtr, V il. p. IKf; ( liwi»!i.i<hn, ir. rtii 
Hihlv-ffu 4fmh*&ni(*, ftp, «|4-U ./.i-il 

«!-/ ,Iui,h!p .mi* n imiiw ta |»ftu« I hit Minimi, 


Via miir 



4io SPANISH ISLAM [in. i 

the freethinkers, tiut it would have kdi u Urn hie scourge 
for the t uaises, and especially for the t'hristiuns. A coldly 
barbarous remark of Liu* traveller I bn Hawkal shows wlmt 
the latter would have hud to expect at.the hands of the 
fanatical Kctaniuhs. After having olwerved UuiL the 
t’hristmrw, who numbered many thousand* in the villages, 
often caused the Government much trouble by their revolts, 
Jbu llawkul suggests a ready means of rendering them 
innocuous in future—namely their total extirpation, 1 lie 
only objection to tills otherwise excellent scheme appeared 
to him to be its tediousness. It was however merely » 
question of time! It is clear that the Kctamiuns would 
have fulfilled to Die letter the prediction of ‘Abd-al-Malik 
thn Habib. 

While the Arabs of Spain were thus threatened from 
the South, the peril to which they were exposed from the 
North* where the kingdom of Leon was rapidly increasing 
in power, was still greater. 

Nothing could have been humbler than the origin of the 
kingdom of Leon. In the eighth century, when their native 
province had surrendered to the Moslems, three hundred 
men under the gallant Pelagtus found refuge in the lofty 
mountains to the east of the Asturias. A large cavern 
served Hi cm ;is u dwelling—the Cave of Covudonga. The 
entrance of this cave is situated at a considerable height 
above the ground; it is hollowed out of mi immense rock 
at the foot of a winding valley, deeply excavated by ji torrent 
tuui so narrowly confined between two precipitous walls of 
rock that n mounted man can Scarcely penetrate it. 1 A 
handful of resolute men could easily hold the position even 
against a greatly superior force. And this is what the 
Asturians did. They were, however, in a wretched plight, 
and sonic of his companions having surrendered mid others 
having died of hunger, Pdagius eventually saw Ids followers 
reduced bo some thirty men and ten women—Aheir only 
food being the honey stored by bees in the chinks of the 
rocks. The Moslems thereupon let them alone, thinking 
that there could be nothing to fear from a bund of thirty 
men, and that it would lie lost labour to pursue them into 
this dangerous valley where so many brave men bod already 
met with an inglorious death. Thanks to this respite- 
Pel a gins was able to reinforce Iris band, arid when hi any 
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fugitives had joined him, he turned the offensive and made 
rjiids on Moslem settlements, Determined to check these 
depredations, the Berber Mom'is*, who was then Governor 
of the Asturi*W*despatched an officer tmtncrl ’Alkatna against 
Jim. lint 'Aikaims'* expedition was n most disastrous one; 
lus men were utterly routed and he himself Mas tolled 
1 dag mV success encouraged the other Asturians; they rose, 
siutl Muiiusi!, w!io$c force wus not strong cnoiitfli to ix'pr^ 
the reljcUion, and who feared lest his retreat should in cut 
ofl. abandoned (tijon. his head-quarters, and took the road 
towards Leon : but lie had scarcely gone seven leagues before 
he ivas suddenly attacked and suffered considerable loss. 
M itli the result that on reaching Leon his troop*, completely 
- discouraged, refused to return to those rugged mountain', 
which hoc) been die &ccii€ of Lheir tosses . 1 

t laving thus thrown off the yoke of foreign domination, 
the Asturians soon afterwards gained a notable accession of 
strength* On Uie eastern side their province bordered upon 
the duchy ol Cantabria, which hud never submitted to the 
Moslems, and when its ruler Alfonso, who had married the 
daughter of Pektgiux, ascended the throne of the .Asturias, 
the Christian forces were almost doubled. 'I 1 hereupon they 
naturally determined to drive their conquerors still farther 
bouth. Circumstances favoured them. The Berbers, who 
in almost all the northern districts formed the hulk of the 
.Moslem population, embraced the doctrines of the Noncon¬ 
formists. lose against the Arabs, and expelled them: but, 
marching sotiLb, [.hey were beaten in their turn, and hunted 
down like deer. Decimated by the sword, they were still 
more reduced by the dreadful famine which, beg inning in 
a.o, 730 , ravaged Spain for five consecutive years. The 
majority thereupon resolved to leave the Peninsula and 
rejoin their tribesmen in Africa. Taking advantage of this 
emigration, the Caimans rose against their oppressors in 
751, and acknowledged Alfonso as their king. With his 
aid they slew n great number of the enemy mid forced the 
rest lo withdraw towards Aslorgu. In 753—4 the Berbers 
Mere pushed still farther south. They evacuated Braga, 
Porto, and Viseu, so that all that coast as fjLr ns the mouth 
of the Douro was free from the enemy. Still retreating, 
they abandoned Astorga. Leon, Zamora, Ledesma. Sabi 
uuncii, and fell back on Curia, or even on Merida. On the 

1 Mafiuiq #arriveU M* A*font manr mrtj and *Ut4 Id I j < Vni*fU: lit# S-jaitt-h 
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eastern sirii* they evacuated Sal dan a. Siiunncua, Segovia, 
Avila* Oa, Osin a. Miranda on the Ebro, (ctticcro, and 
Alrauico (Lhe lust two in Itiojii 1. The principal frontier 
towns in Moslem territory were therefore, from west to 
east, Coimbra on the Mondego, Talavcm and Toledo on the 
Tagus, tritadalaxarn, Tudda, and Pamplona. 

Cjvil war and the great famine had therefore combined 
to free n great pari of Spain from the Moslem domination, 
which had lasted for scarcely more than forty years, 
Alfonso, however, renjied little profit from his successes. 
He traversed the deserted country and slew the few remain¬ 
ing Moslems whom he found there, Imt lacking serfs Jt« 
1 ultivnte siidi an extensive territory, and money to rebuild 
the fortresses which the Moslems had dismantled or razed 
on their departure, he could not effectually occupy the 
country, and took the natives with him when he returned 
tu his 1 -uil kingdom. He could only occupy the districts 
bordering on his former domains. These were Lhe Lie ban a 
(the south-eastern part of the province of Santander], Old 
Castile 1 then known as llarduliai, the coast of l ialleb, and 
per imps the town of I.eon, The rest of lhe country was 
fur it long time a desert which formed a 11:1 turn! barrier 
between the Christian* of the North and the Moslems of 
tlie South, 1 

Hot Alfonso's successors carried out the work which he 
had lieen unable to accomplish. In almost ceaseless warfare 
against the Arabs, they made Leon their capital, and gradu¬ 
ally rebuilt the most important towns and fortresses, in the 
second half of the ninth century, when almost all the South 
was in insurrection against the Sultan, the Christians pushed 
their frontier as far as the Douro, where they built four 
strongholds—Zamora, Simuncas San Esteviui de tiortnnz. 
iuid Osmn—which formed an ahuosl impregnable barrier 
against the Moslems whilst the vast, hut disitinl »nd barren 
Iract which extended from the Dmiro to the titudiuu was 
occupied by neither the Leoncse nur the Arabs, but was iiill 
in dispute, tin the we^t, the LeOUfic were in closer contact 
with their natural enemies for their frontier there extended 
byaod the Monde go. Hut these frontiers were often 
crossed. faking advantage of the Sultan’s weakness, they 
extended their bold forays os far as the Tagus and the 
ItUadiana. and the tribes—Tor the must part Berbers^-which 
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dwelt between these two rivers were the less aide to resist 
tliem since they were usually nt war among themselves, 

ChrUlani *“’**"* ll » Paying blackmail to the 

Hut at leiii'Lh the Modems'hour of revenue seemed to 
have come, fn the year 901 .m Ouiayynd prince. Ahmad 
iLii: Mu-nwjya, who was an adept in Li, e occult sciences as 
ueli its desirous n) a throne, announced himself to thr 
Berbers ns the Mnbdi, and summoned them to his standard 
m onler to march against Zamora, This town had Wn 
relmdt m «9;t under Alfonso III, by his allies the Christians 
01 lolcdo, and had henceforth been the terror of the Berber* 
>m f ;c the Leonese made U a hose for their fomvs and placed 
- ' lnr '^y “ sak-lv within si veiifold wads and trenches. 
A Jim iid S call to arms met with great Wax*,, leiiorant. 
credulous, and Udtiling for revenge, the Berbers Hacked to 
a prime who worked elaborate nurm-lc*. and assured them 
“ J,tL l, ‘ c waJk of cities would full down at l heir approach, 
in a fi'W months thf zmjH^hir Imcl cofleeted jui #irmy of 
SiXt y thcnisaml men. He ted them towards the Houro,and 
oil reaching Zamora, he sent a dc limit letter to King Alfonso 
111 , who was in the town, threatening him with destruction 
i! U‘ and Ills subjects did not instantly embrace Ihlumism 
On reading the letter Alfonso and IiU chief men trembled 
With indignation, and with the intention of forthwith 
pum fling its writer, they mounted Lh-r horses anil ™h- out 
ii« attack him The Berber cavalry eaitu to meet theru. 
.niU .since the Douro w as huv (it \\i\\ the uiuntli of June) 
the combat took place in tin bed of the river. Fortune did 
not favour the Leanest*. Tin* HcrUtr* put them to rout, 
and preventing them from re-entering the town, drove them 
into the interior of the country- 

Ihu hrst light, however, proved no true presage of 
lh« result id the expedition, Xbe self-styled Mahdi had 
wipiuetl an immense inHiitm-e over bis soldiers ; believing 
Hint it was beneath his dignity to give his orders mallv, he 
gave them by signs, and his slightest gesture urn tibe v ed: 
blit the more hi' ginned the respect of Uie rank ami iifo' the 
niorejie nroused the jealousy of the leaden., who foresaw 
mat d (he expedition succeeded, they wmdd he supptnutvd 

5L tho ™ in wbo « they had no gnat 

hiitiu they had already, without success, sought an 
tmportunity to ossossmaU- him. and during the pursuit of 
the enemy, the most powerful chief, Zalul ib n Y&*h. of the 
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tj il*- of Xefli, declared to fib friends that in defeating the 
i .tjtmtsc. they had committed n grievous error which must 
he coiTecteii as soon on possible. He easily won them over, 
and they derided to upset the MnhdiA plans. They there¬ 
fore sounded the retreat, :utd on reaching their odvaiiced- 
posts on the right honk of the Dtnm, they collected their 
baggage. 111 id declared that they had been beaten and Unit 
the enemy was at their heels. They were the more readily 
believed."since they were accompanied by only n pari of the 
t roops, the rest either having not obeyed or not heard the 
order. Panic seized the Berber;. Seeking safely in flight, 
a great number of the soldiers rushed towards the Douro, 
and lit!.- garrison of Zamora, seeing this, made n sortie and 
cut down many of the fugitives as they tried to cross the <- 
river. The Lconese, nevertheless, were held in check by the 
main Moslem army, which was still on the left bank, and 
were not. in h condition Unit dny, nor the next, to make 
their victory decisive. But desertion, which soon became 
general among the Mahdfs troops, came to their aid. The 
Molidi declared in vain that Uod find promised him the 
victory; faith in him had been lost, and when, oh the third 
day, he saw himself deserted by almost all his men, he 
abandoned hope. Resolved not to survive his shame, he 
-.purred his horse into the midst of the enemy, and found 
the deal!) he sought. His ln:id was nailed to one of the 
gates of Zamora 

'(’lie issue of this campaign naturally increased the 
audacity of the I.eonese. I Tun Ling oil the assistance of 
the Toledans, and yet more on the co-operation of Sancho 
the Great, King of Navarre, who had recently earned for 
his country an importance which it could not previously 
boast of, they come to look upon Moslem Spain as a prey 
which could not escape them. Their eyes were turned 
towards the South. Still so poor thnt, for lack of a coinage 
they bartered commodities , 1 and taught by their priest*—to 
whom they were blindly devoted and whom they loaded 
with gifts—that war against the infidel was the surest 
means of gaining heaven, they would fain seek in wealthy 
Andalusia the blessings of this world and of the nest. 
Could Andalusia escape lHeir domination If If she suc¬ 
cumbed. terrible would be the fate of the Moslems. Cruel 
and fanatical, the l.concsc rarely gave quarter; when they 
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captmeda town they m,tally put all the inhabitants to the 

t?ni * 5, «fc[» that accorded by the Moslem* 

to t iinst lairs could not be expected of them. What would 

IrcamiL-o tlmthnllmnt and progressive Arab civilization, 

to , H !' c ,lf Jnr ? 1,n , r ' s w “° POuM not read ■ who | w | 
to^ll m Saracens when they wished to measure their 
hd.bj and Who when they mentioned « “library, 1 meant 
thereby the Ho y Scriptures ' 11 is manifest, therefore, that 

• lie task which lay before 'Atuber-IIaim,an 111 at the 
beginning of Ins reign was a great and noble one- lie had to 
save not only ins country but civilisation itself; the diffi- 
unities that confronted Jmn were moreover of the most 

formidable m ^ re ’ f J,e pHnce hud to subdue Ids own 

-subiocts. :i s well as to repel, on the one side the northern 
Durban a ns, whose insolence increased as the Moslem empire 
grew svoakw—and on the other side the barbarians of the 
South who had suddenly sebed a vast territory and believed 
, n 5 A f 1 diilusians were at their mercy, 'Rut *Abd-er- 
luhiiiau did not quail WFore his mission, \V C have 
sJreudv seen how he subdued and pad lied his own realm ; 

f. ,,av f " ow to how he prepared to encounter (us 

ex tern ft i foes, 
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CHAPTER U 

SUPREMACY W * A1H) -1* it-Il A i l M A N til 

E ARLY in his reign, ‘Ahd-er-Uahnnin III was forced 
into a quarrel with the l.eonese which was not of 
his seeking. In the year OH, Ordoito II, the undaunted 
King of I .eon, commenced hostilities by devastating the 
territory of Merida. Semug the fortress of Alanje, he pul _ 
all its defenders to the sword, and made slaves of the 
women and children. Such was the terror felt by tht 
people of Itudiijoz that, to escape the fate of their neigh- 
hour 1 ', they collected a quantity of precious merchandise, 
and, with "their prince at their head, humbly begged the 
Christian King to accept it UrdoAo graciously consented, 
and then as « victor, and tudeu with booty, recrossed the 
Tagilii and Douro. On his return to Leon, he dedicated n 
Church to the Virgin in token of gratitude. 

Since the people of the districts raided by Ordofio had 
not yet submitted to the Sultan, ‘ A hd-er-lltthiiian might 
excusably have shut bis eyes to the incursion. Such, how¬ 
ever, was not his policy. Well aware that he must conquer 
the hearts of his rebellious subjects by proving himself able 
to defend them, he determined to chastise the King <>l 
Leon. Tie accordingly, in July. IUO, despatched agaiusi 
him an army under Inn A hi Abdu. his grandfather’s veteran 
general- This expedition, which was the first since the 
so-called Mahdi’s attempt, fifteen year* before, was little 
more than a raid-— though a profitable one for the Moslem** 
Next year, ‘ A bd-er-Runtn&n, at the earnest soli citation u( 
the people of the frontiers, who complained that the 
J .cuhvso had hurried the suburbs of Tnlayeni (oti the Tagus), 
ordered Ibn A hi Alxlft to trike the field mice inure, with a 

large tinny, including mere©.. from Tuugier, iukI besiege 

the important fortress of San Estevnn de Gottnas— y r 
Castro More*. The campaign opened ftivotmblyt close ly 
beleaguered, the tlefendcrs of San Estcvwn were soou 
reduced to extremities, and were on the point of surrender¬ 
ing, But Ordouo came to the rescue. He attacked I bn 
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Alii A\nUu wln.Mr army comprised, unfortunately for Ilu»- 
r,ot *'fdy the African troops but a number of IwrdvrcrH 
uwiij whose fidelity and vs four it was impossible to rely, 
II ^sU Hrrlu*r% p half Spanffirdsi these* uicii f when pifla^ed h\* 
the Lewtcse. piteously implore* i the Sultans protection— 
but they had no idea of self-defence or of allegiance to their 
sovereign. They allowed themselves to lie defeated. and in 
their headlong retreat threw the whole army into terrible 
confusion. Seeing the battle tost, the gallant I bn A hi 
Abdu chose to die at bis post rather than seek safety in 
Higlit: many of his soldiers rallied to his side, ami shared 
then- general’s fate under the swords of the Christians. 
According to Arab historians, the rest of the army succeeded 
_ hi mu lling Moslem territory in good order: biit Christian 
chroniclers, on the other tiand. relate that, the rout of the 
Moslems was so complete that the hilh, the forests, and the 
plains, from the Dmjro to Atienza, were strewn witli their 
corpses. 

'Abd^Hahman, refusing to be discouraged, iminedi- 
ateh’ took steps to repair this disaster, lmt while be wav 
making preparations for a new campaign in the following 
year, his attention was turned to nflhtrs in Africa. 

A It hough he was not actually at war with the Fatinudv 
—and the latter, intent on the conquest of Mauritania, had 
given him no grounds for complaint—'Abd-vr-TCalumm 
ion-saw that as soon as thej bad accomplished ikrir ta.sk 
they would turn tlieir arms against Spain. He thou 
himself hound, therefore, to assist Mauritania to tJie best 
of his ability, and to maintain that vomit tv a$ a bulwark 
between Spin and the FAtimids. Xcicrtfieless. it would 
be unwise to declare wnr prematurely, for while he still had 
to midl an insurrection at home and to bring the Christiana 
of the North to their knees, it would be imprudent to risk 
a landing of the b’Atimids on the coast of Andidusia. lie 
ciMild hut Secretty aid and encourage such princes as were 
desirous of defending themselves against the invaders of 
tlieir territories. 

An opportunity of giving effect to this policy occurred 
in when liic prince of NakOr 1 was attacked by the 
!' ntimids, 1 his prince was ul Araiiiim origin, and his family 
had ruled over the district of Nakftr from the time of the 
omajuest; the) had always been distiuguidled for their 
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attachment to the faith, nod ever m& two princesses <>r 
the' family had Ixrer. ransomed by the bultjut Mobnmitie.1 
from the*Norman pirates,* their relations with Spain had 
been most cordial. A cadet of this hou-e—»devout 1-akiii 
who had four times made pilgrimage to Mecca—crossed 
over to Spain. during ‘Abdallah s reign, to take part in the 
Holv War, A Hacked hv lbn Hafsiui on landing, lie 
reached the Sultan s eamp'abne, all his escort having ban 
slain, and he himself afterwards fell m an encounter with 
Daisatn, chief of the province of Tadmir. 

Ss'id U waai the ragnmg pimee oi Aafcur ^lien t ie 
Ffttimids invaded Mauritania. Summoned to surrender, lie 
refused, and had the i in prudence, with the aid ot Ins met 
laureate—a Spaniard—to add an msidt U> Lite refusal I lie . 
Kind if had appended to his summons certain verses, tlicir 
j/ist being that if the people of Xakiir would not surrender, 
he would exterminate them, but Hint if they submitted 
justice should reign in their land. Hut the poet laureate, 
A Hums of Toledo, replied thus: 

*< tH the (r«ni4e«l Mum 1 tmrat Hint th«.a Iwrtt Thou bowti imt 
*hal j.illire h. ami ibe Eternal bftdi never ln-xirl n litwwm (*"•» 
fnim thy tiim 'IVm art a hy|wmU! mi«l mi infidel; whilst limit pn-acbr*>t 
ti. ,-liurh, Uuul hteaheat tlir l^w which duxUd beth-’ rule »t all »ur 
Our ill urv* nrr «t Uttfm grunt mid exulted tbb^, aniflfl^l . 

trligvm of VJi.Wm' d i MijimiH tlij (faught* fixvd upm nil tWff '* 

-inil vile ! M 2 

■file Ktmlif, ‘Olmitinlluh. s in great wroth, iuuuediately 
ordered Messithi, l inventor of Tahort, to attack Nakur. 
Having no citadel into which to retire, the aged Sa'n II 
inarched to meet the enemy, held them in cheek lor lh rL 'C 
days, and then, betrayed by one of his captains, perished 
on the field with nearly all bis soldier ( a.U, 1M7|, Messw 
thereupon entered Xukiir. putting the men to death and 
making slaves of their wives and children. 

Warned by their father, three of Sand's sons had time 
to set sail for "Malaga. On their arrival at that port, ‘AW- 
cr-Hahman ordered that they should bo hospitably received, 
and he informed them that if they would visit Cordova he 
would gladly welcome them, but that should they prefer to 
remain at Malaga, he would not thwart their wishes* * be 

i TW Sirrmarn t*wli N.ifcur ttl -l.h. H/iH, Tlii- prince^e*, witf* Ama-«r-llali”i-^ 
•Hit KIuihuU. •Uuphter* .if Wlfctf ilm Iba iMlIli. ,UB5U * 

ii, ubi, 

® S<* fitftttfMiwhr QrJrhrt* -\ntfi<rn }ip, tttij-*. 

* SeailKive, Wl, 1L tk 
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P rioces replied Uud they thought tt expedient to remain as 
mrnr as possible to the theatre of events, since thev hoped 
soou Lo return to their country. Their hopes were justified. 
* 1n , 0,11 ^ or Ishort, after spending six mouth* at 

i ,lk,,r > M entrusted the command of the latter town to 
llhainj. ii ketamwii officer. Dlmifit was left with a lender 
garii^i,, and the primes, who had been kept informed by 
the |r triemds ol recent happenings, equipped some ships and 
■.ailed Tor ZUkur, agreeing that the crown should bdong to 
him who arrived there first. .SflJik, the wrongest brother 
won the race. The Berbers of Uie littoral received him with 
«tthtosiasrn f ami proclaiming him Emir, marched against 
iNakur and slew lJhalul and Ids garrison. Master of t he 
— f*®?® the prince, now Salih III, immediately sent a letter 
ro -Alxl-cr-itahmiLn, Lt> thunk him for his hospitality ami 
announce lus victory. At the .same time he proclaimed 
the Sultan sovereign over all his Slates, and m return Ahd. 
cr-iCahnmn sent him tents, banners, and arms. 

-'d fairs at N.ikur could have made ‘Abd-er- 
Kulinmii forget that he had yet to avenge the rout of hk 
army mid the death of the brave I bn Abt Alula—whose 
head Oitlptlo liad nailed to the walls of Sap Estevan besides 
lluil ol a wild tioar—the Christians w ould have recalled him 
Jy “* “ the spring of 318, Ortlouo, with hjs ally 

Jimtlio of Navarre, ravaged the vicinity ol' Xiyera and 
i itddii. and Sandm afterwards captured the suburbs of 

Jill)?' hl,mt dlf? &** 1 of that fortress 

At«i er-Ktihnifm thereupon entrusted the command of his 
army to the %'A Ha dr, and ordered the borderers to rejoin 
lus standard and wipe out the disgrace they had incurred 
the previous year. The expedition vet out from ( ordovu on 
•nuy ., in id, reaching Leoriese territory, vigorously attacked 
the enemy s army entrenched in the mountains, Two 
actions were fought, on August 18 and [5 respectively, near 
«i place called Mu ton hi, mid >m each occasion the Modems 
gained a signal victory: even their own chronicler* admit 
Uial U j x . Leones** were fain to console tlwoidvcv with 
Uavnj s comments on the uncertainty of arms, ’AUl-er- 
Kahman had th«> atoned for his defeat, but Ihiukinc tht- 
Lemur* were not yet sufficient ly humiliated, and eager to 
personally the laurels gained by his generals in the 
war agnmst the infidels, m June. 3i>0. he took ixireoual com¬ 
mand of the army. Osnw lie captured by stratagem. 

I he commander of that place made the Sultan the most 
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brilliant promises. subject to the condition that lu- would 
leave :: li i; ill |.*r:u e. *Abd-Ct-Rah mull took AitV8litiigc of the 
titans cowardice. FtWIlillg to acted t* to his overtures. lit: 
turned aside towards the Kbro by the route to MeiiiiBtdi. 
bat abruptly wheeling to the left and directing his course 
towards the Uouro, he sent a body of cavalry in advance, 
ivitli orders to ravage the outskirts ot (tsnui l aken by sur¬ 
prise, the garrison tied to the forests and motiutamg, and the 
Moslems entered the fortress without striking a blow. 
Having burned it, they proceeded to attnrk San Kstevan dc 
Gumia*, This fortress also they found deserted. They 
raiicd it to the ground, as well tis the neighbouring castle 
,,f A leu bill a. The Moslems then marched on Cluuia. u very 
ancient town, then important, but of which only ruins now 
remain. 11 seemed that the Leonese had agreed that resist¬ 
ance should nowhere be offered, for Chiniu was found to lie 
entirely abandoned. The Modems destroyed most of the 
bouses, as well as the churches. 

yielding to the entreaties of the Moslems of Tudcla. 
•Abd-er-Rtihimui then resolved to turn his amis against 
Sum:bo of Navarre. Marching by easy stages, so as noL 
to fatigue Ids troops, he took five days on his march from 
Clunifl to Tudcla; then, placing a body of cavalry under 
the orders of the Governor of the latter town, Mohammad 
ibn Lope, the Sultan ordered him to attack the fortress of 
Career which Siinelio hud built to overawe the people ot 
TudeJa. This also the Moslems found deserted, ns was 
Calahorm.—whence Saiielio himself laid tk-d in baste, to 
throw himself into Aniedo, However, when the Mode ms 
hud crossed the Ebro, Saudio attacked their advance- guard. 
In the combat which ensued, the Sultan’s troops showed 
that they could do somewhat beside^ capturing and burning 
undefended fortresses; for they put the enemy to total rout 
and drove them to the mountains. The advance-guard 
achieved this victor) - unaided, imd 'Abdcr-Jlabmnn. who 
was with the centre, did noL even know tluiL his troop-* hail 
been in touch with the enemy until apprized of the fact 
by the sesered lamb which were presented to him. 

Ikalcii. and unable to stand alone against the Modem-. 
Sane ho secured Ordoilo’s cooperation, The two kings re¬ 
solved to attack cither the adIviu ice-guard or the tWg®*® 
of the enemy, as cireumstimees dictated. Ill the meanwhile 
tile Christians, who had not quitted the mountains, him? 
upon the Hanks of the Moslem column?* as they p®ssc« 
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throttgh the valleys ant] defiles. To terrify their opponents 
tlir y now and again raised loinJ shouU,and‘ljj|iitigiitivftiiUi,-r* 
<>i' the ground, succeeded in inflicting some losses, The 
Moslem army found itself. indeed, in a perilous situation; 
it 1 1 ml to deni with agile ;md intrepid mountaineers who 
hore in mind the disaster which their ancestors had inflicted 
on Ciisi lcmagnes host in U lc valley of Koncesvatles, and 
who wwaited lUI opportunity of treating 'Abd-er-Rniuiuiri s 
in like manner. The Suite* wita well aware of the danger 
tv:tic] i threatened him, and (Hi reaching a valley, named, 
from Lite reeds which covered it. the Val de .Jutmucras 
In hid ted and pitched Jm tents. The Christians thereupon 
committed a fatal blunder; instead of dinging to the hills, 
tic v descended into the plain and rashly accepted the battle 
uttered them by the Moslems, A terrible defeat was the 
price of their temerity. The Moslems pursued them till 
the sun went down, capturing many leaders, including two 
InsilippK—irfermogius of Toy. and Huleitlius of Salamanca— 
w ho, alter the custom of those days, had donned armour. 

• * ure than a thousand t hristians had sought refuge in the 
fortress of "Abd-cr-ltahiiiAu surrounded it, captured 

it, and put all its defenders to the sword. 

The victorious Moslems overran Navarre, demolishing 
fortresses without encountering any resistance, imd were 
able to boast that they Imd buried everything in a space 
of ten square miles. 'Their booty, especially in the form 
of provisions, wits immense; in their camp corn was sold 
tor next to nothing, and they were obliged to burn much 
ot their stores from sheer inability to carry them all away. 

Victorious and covered with glory, *Abd-er-RdiinAn, 
on September 8, gave the order to retire. On reaching 
Atienza he took leave of the frontier troops— who had 
behaved vvell at the battle of the Val de .1 luiipjeras—and 
rewarded them with gifts. On September 24. lie readied 
i urdovs, after an absence of three montha.- 

'A bd-cr. Kuhn Ian was entitled to hope that after this 
triumphant campaign the Christiana would have but little 
htolinaliuii fur furl her raid', on Moslem territory; but tic 
hud to deal with enemies not easily discouraged. In 021 
Ordofio made another foray, 1 und if a Christian chronicler, 
who jKirimps somewhat exaggerated his compatriots success* 

lliifri uru] dm Om, 

1 tUfitu*L iVfl > fSkHrtt, h, MU* 
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is to be believed, the King of I -eon penetrated to within 
a day's journey of Cordova. Two years Inter, Ordofto cap¬ 
tured Najera, white his nlly Saricho of Navarre gained po*- 
session of Viguera, of which exploit he was *a proud that 
he exclaimed with the prophet: "I have dispersed them. 
I have compelled them to seek refuge in distant :md unknown 
realms,"* 

The capture of Vtguera produced consternation in 
Moslem Spain, for it was reported that all the defenders 
of the trnvn, including members of the most illustrious 
families, had l>eeii massacred.’ Even if 1 A bd-cr* Rahman 
had been unwilling to take vengeance for tills disaster, 

E uhlic opinion would have compelled him to do so. Rut 
e nectfcd no instigation. He would not, in his wrath,even 
wait for the return of the season in which campaigns usually 
tiegan. and in April. 924, lie led Ids army out of Cordova, 
to .indicate t!od and the faith against the vile race of 
inhdeis,'’ as an A rab historian phrases it. On *1 uly 19 the 
Sulluu reached Nuvairese territory, hut so great was the 
tvmir his name inspired that the enemy abandoned alt their 
strongholds as he approached. I le passed by Car car. 1 * 01111111 . 
Cakes and Cnrr&slmo—pillaging and burning on his way— 
and then, making for the Capital, advanced into the interior. 
Sancho tried to check his progress through the defiles, but 
be was 011 every occasion repulsed with loss, and ‘Abd-er 
Rahman reached l*nmp!ona without hindrance, to find the 
city deserted. The Moslems destroyed many of the houses, 
as well ns the cathedral, a famous resort of pilgrims. I he 
.Sultan then ordered the demolition of another church held 
in great veneration, which Saricho bad built . at great cost, 
on a neighbouring lull Sane ho nuule strenuous efforts to 
save it. but in vain. Further attempts at resistance were 
no more successful. Having received reinforcements from 
Cxslih: Saricho twice attacked the Moslem army OH its 
march, but was repulsed with loss. The Moslems’ casual tie 
on the other hand, in the glorious *• Campaign of I’umpUuin- 
wen: insignificant. The haughty King of Navarre was at 
last hmuftied. anil for a long time reduced tn impotence. 

Neither had * Abd-er-Rahman anything to fear from 
I .eon. The brave Orduiio had died before the Campaign of 
Pamplona, His brother, Frueln II, who succeeded him. 
reigned for only a year, during which time Ids sole contribu 
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tLorn to the war was the despatch of sonic reinforcements u» 
the King of Navarre. Upon his death Sancho and .Ufonso. 
sons of Ordofto II, contended for the crown. Aided by 
Siiicbo of Navarre, whose daughter be hud married, Alfonso 
—fourth of the name—proved suceesafid. But Snricho was 
not discouraged. Assembling an army, lie was crowned at 
Santiago de Compostela, He then, after capturing Leon 
by siege, wrested the throne from his brother. Two yearn 
Inter, however, in 928, Alfonso recaptured Leon with the 
help of the Naviirrcsc, hut Sancho retained possession of 
Galicia. 1 

‘Abd-er- Ha liman did not concern himself with this long 
civil war. The internedne struggle among the Christians 
gave Imo time to stamp out the embers of revolt in his own 
dominions, mid now tlmt ho neared the uim of his ambition 
lie resolved lo affect a new dignity. The Omayynd* of 
Spain had hitherto been content with titles such as ,Sultan, 
Knur, or **Son of the Khalifs,' TacitlV acknowledging 
Umt the name of Khalif belonged exclusivay to the monarch 
who held sway over the IIol\ Cities, Mecca and Medina, 1 
they resigned it to their inveterate Foes, the L-\bhnsir!<$. But 
now that the 'Ahba.sid Khalifa were puppets in the bands of 
the Mayor of the Palace," 1 and their authority extended 
tm further than over the territory of Baghdad—the local 
Governors having become practically independent—there 
wus nothing to prevent tlieOmayyads from assuming a title 
which their subjects, and especially the African tribes, would 
respect. * Abd-cr-RslimSn therefore ordained, in that 
from Friday, January Id. he was to be designated, in nil 
public prayers and official documents, us Kind if. Commander 
of the Faithful, and Defender of the Faith [id*Xfair ft- 

dhu •m). 

Meanwhile Africa claimed all his attention. He negoti¬ 
ated an alliance with Mohammed ibn Khascer. chief of the 
Berber trilie of Maghrawu, who had rmded the Ffltimid 
troops, and slain their commander Mcswila with his own 
band. Ibn Kluxer immediately expelled the FAtimidsfrom 
Central Mughrib—almust rjitcnniiinus with Algiers and 
Oran—and compelled that district to acknowledge the 
sovereignty of the Spanish monarch. \\bd»cr-Rahman also 

In a rh-nrH^r rtf 5lL k J. k 'jlkimtlj 1 IJ S=t urti-imm* Kfli 

Swisitu, univi^p u rhv <ta$Ud« pniLcrp* ’ : ttmUrrAt* ilSUIL L l ILL 

1 Iwi KhurtMkih p Qtfbrd M>',* jv, iKC 
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succeeded! ill detaching from the I'Atinud cause Lite gallant 
chief of the Mikueia, Jbu Aht 1-Afia. who had hitherto 
heal their mainstay; and, since Ihe possession of a fortress 
on the African Coast was desirable, the Khallf also demanded 
and obtained the cession nf Ceuta (U3I). 

It seemed as though the Oimtisuis of the North were 
bent on allowing the Khali f uninterrupted leisure to devote 
himself to African attain. Their first civil war came to an 
end upon Snncho’* death in 321), A new conflict broke out 
in U31. In that year, .Alfonso IV', in deep affliction at the 
death of his wife. 1 abdicated in favour of Ins brother Rurnirn 
—second of the name—And entered the monastery of 
Safaagun. Jicfore long, however, finding the monotony of a 
monastic life distasteful, he quitted the cloister lo be pro- 
claimed King at Simmicns. In the eves of the priests this 
was a scandalous proceeding, and they threatened Alfonso 
with hell-lire if hi: did not return to the monastery. He 
yielded; but being of a weak and vacillating character, he 
soon repented and threw off his frock; moreover, Caking 
advantage of the absence of Ramiro 11. who had gone to 
assist tlie Toledans—then besieged by the Khalifs troops— 
he occupied Leon. Ramiro returned with all speed, and in 
his turn besieged I .eon and captured it; then, to prevent lib 
brother from ever again claiming the crown he put out Ids 
eyes—as well as those of liis three cousins, the sods of I’rueJn 
II. who had taken part in the revolt-* 

■ Abd-Cr-Rahman soon recognised the change which had 
taken place. The time had parsed when he could ignore 
lire Kingdom of Leon. A\ arlike and valiant, Ramiro 
fostered a fierce and implacable hatred against the Moslems. 
U was his first care to aid Toledo—that proud Republic, 
which, alone in Modem Spain, still defied toe armies of the 
KhaUf. and which had hitherto been the faithful ally and 
protector of the Kingdom of Leon. He accordingly took 
tl» field, and, on his march, captured Madrid. He did not, 
however, succeed in saving Toledo. A division of the be¬ 
sieging army advanced against him, and compelled him to 
retreat and leave the city to its fate. Toledo, ns we have 
already seen, then surrendered in despair. J In the following 

J 'ear, 333, Ramiro was more fortunate. Learn in g from 
■ ernan Gonzalez, Count of Castile, Uiat the Moslems were 

1 Aty. Ttliir; p. ,14 J. 

i Tn T^nrtnr lUfuru iimHifiMk’ far t£kP thrnri#, 

* Hr* almt, p. :)!)*. 




m -jj MOHAMMED IBN El Asm IM 425 

tHaiiteiiinj} Osina, he marched stgaiusi them mid defeated 
litem. 1 Aod-cr-Hallman took liis revetti'* In 031. It hms 
bis wish that the pining around Osina, which llid witnessed 
ji Moslem defeat, should ho the *t*enc of ;i Moslem victory: 
but lie vainly tried to lure Ramiro from his stronghold, the 
King of Leon deeming it prudent to refuse Imtth,-. leaving 
an investing force betore Osmn, the Klnilif continued his 
progress northwards. Oil his march many atrocities were 
committed, especially by the African troops, who in an 
enemy’s country kticiv no pity. Xear Burgos they massacred 
nil tile monks of San Pedro de (.'nrdena, to the’ number of 
two hundred. Burgos itself, the eupiLal of Castile, was 
denio!ished. Many fortresses met with the same fate. 

Not long afterwards, however, matters assumed a i ery 
threatening aspect in the North. A powerful league was 
funned against the Kludif, of which Mohammed ibn Jliidiim, 
the Todjibite, was the chief promoter. 

The llcnt Hashim, who since the conquest had settled in 
Aragon, had rendered good service to the Sultan Mohammed 
when the Beni Kasi were still supreme in that province/ and 
for more than forty years the dignity of Governor, or Vice¬ 
roy, of the Northern Marches had been licreditary in tbi-ir 
family. They were almost the only clan left in a position of 
dignity by ‘Abd-LT-llahuiiUi 111, who had deprived the Arab 
nobles of all itdhieuce. Mohammed ihrt Hashim, however, 
was not well-disposed to the KimHf. and—whether it were 
that he yearned to avenge the slights ode red to his order, or 
that he believed A bd-er-Rahman's apparent goodwill to he 
dictated by fear, or that he dreamed of a throne for himself 
and Ins children—he made overture* to the King of Leon, 
promising to acknowledge him ns suzerain in return for Jus 
aid against the Khalif. llsimiro [cut a ready eur to these 
suggestions, nod during the campaign of 1KU. Mohammed 
openly showed himself a rebel by refusing to join the Moslem 
army. Three year* Inter he acknowledged Ramiro's suze¬ 
rainty. Sotue of his generals refused to follow him in t he 
path of treason, and broke with him: but Ramiro led his 
troops into the province, stormed the fortresses which still 
held out for the Khalif. and handed them over to Mohammed. 
Ramiro mul Mohammed then concluded an alliance with 
Navarre, where the youthful Garcia reigned, under the 

Tfcw IlciiT Kzinl «>mt rn tui'tmtl family, "bu ibjuful IThnatiinHy nl 

Iriii finm rji "hib An*i> iiiH L Kflf ppurmmnl tli*tr *ith th* 
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guardianship of his mother Tllftldtt) widow oi Sane ho the 

Gnat . . 

All the North w.h, therefore^fcagued agwnst the Khalil. 
The danger which seemed to have been dispelled again 
threatened. 'Hie Khulir faced it with his customary vigour- 

la placing himself nt the fiend of an nnnv. lie 

marched against CaJatayud- — then under the command of 
Motarrif. :i kinsman of 'ibn HasfaimV and including in its 
garrison a number of C hristians from Aiaya sent by Kumim. 
Motarrif himself fell in the first skirmish. H is^ brother 
Oakum succeeded to the command; but after having liecn 
driven from the town into the citadel, he sued for terms, 
and stipulating for an amnesty for himself mid his Moslem 
troops, surrendered to the Klmlif. I he men ol A lava, 
wfio were not included in the capitulation, were put to the 
sword. 

■Abd-er Ibiliman followed up this first victory by the 
capture of some thirty castles, and then turned lvis arms 
successively against N m itne and Zaragoza. lie entrusted 
the siege of Zaragoza to a prince of the blood. Ahmad ibn 
hhtik, commander of the cavalry', whom he had lately made 
Governor of the Northern Marches; but this officer soon 
gave serious cause for complaint. 

Although the Hein Ishiik bud for many years lived a life 
u{ obscuritv and poverty at Seville, mid had not avoided uiiv 
alliances, Abd-er-RohMin had not disdained to acknowledge 
their connection with his family — remote though it was—and 
bad conferred many favours upon them. Nevertheless they 
were discontented with their position. Their ambition was 
Ixxindies*,; Ahmad, then head of the family, claimed nothing 
less than to be nominated heir-presumptive to the throne, 
and whilst he was conducting the siege of Zaragoza with a 
feebleness mid dijatorincss which aroused the anger of the 
Kholif, bo had the audacity to send the latter tt formal de¬ 
mand to this effect in writing. ‘Abd-er-dldiman. exas¬ 
perated by such insolence, sent him an answer couched in 
these terms; 

Having it in our heart to please thee, wc have hitherto 
extended our favour to thee; hut wc now know that it is 
impossible to change UlY character. Poverty suitetli thCc 
best, For unaccustomed riches have filled thee with insuffer¬ 
able pride. Wits not thy father si conn non trooper under 
Ibn I fitjjnj ? Wast not thou thyself a seller or asses at 
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Semite f \Yq took thy family under our protection at their 
entreaty; wo succoured it and made it rich and powerful 
we cqnfemed upon thy late father the title of Vetier , 1 and 
made thee genera I ol nil our envalre and governor of the 
Thief of our frontier provinces. And now thou despises* on, 
Older*, neglectest uur interests, and flJlest up the measure by 
demanding to be made our Jtdr ! What merits, what titles 
ot nobility const thou allege ? Aptly may the well known 
Imes be applied to thee and to thy family; : Ve are low*born 
nnd linen sorteth not with silk ! If y e are Kuroshites, as V e 
boast, take to yoursehes wives of that illustrious tribe; but 
if ye are mere Copts, thy pretensions are ridiculous it, the 
extreme [’ Was not thy mother the hug Usmdfim t Was 

T,ot t Eiy bit her a common soldier t \\ f astiot thy graudfotlier 
door-keeper in the house of Ilauth&m ibu AL.bfis : J Did he 
,lot nmkc ropes and mats in the porch of that lord's hdone ? 
fie tlitni accursed of (.rod, Lhou and oil lhose who laid a snare 
™ us m counselling us to take Lhec into our service I 
\ retch. leper, son of n<Jog y coroc ami ahnsc thyself at our 
feet l M 


Thus in famously dismissed, Ahmad. aider] by his brother 
Onmyya. initiated a pint. Hie Khalif discovered their 
intrigues and exiled them. Omayya then seized SiuiUrcm, 
raised the standard of revolt, and entered into eniumnmea- 
lion with the King of Leon; to the latter he rendered 
U!ic(iil Service by ittdGc&t ing l:J it most Tulncrablc parts of the 
Moslem empire, but one day when lie was absent from the 
town, one of Ins officers re-established in it the Klndif* 
authority. Omayya then betook himself to Ramiro. IIis 
brother continued to intrigue with untiring arduiir. He 
formed a design of betraying Spain to the FatimiiK 
with whom fie communicated. Abd-er-nahmim foiled his 
plot. Ahmad was arrested, condemned as a Shhte. and 
executed/ 

I n the meantime, the Khalxf had triumphed in the North 
ilciieged in Zaragoza, M oho mined capitulated, and since he 
was the most powerful and distinguished ttuui in the king¬ 
dom, next to the sovereign. * A 1x|-cr I tollman deemed it 
prudent to pardon him and confirm him in his office. Queen 
J licudn, on her part, after suffering an unbroken series of 
reverses, besought the Khalifa clemency, and acknowledged 
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him rs sujxrttfaa of Nuvjirrc. Over the whole of Spain, 
therefore, with the exception of Ihe kiujL'dnui of I.eon and 
;I port of Catulonm. ‘AlKJ-er-H:ihmuii flow rejgned 
supreme. 

lAt'tDuanm: Moil >iL, r (I I; I bo khnhlini, If. Ki-l.V; 'AriU, <L 
IT4-HI, Is-J—f tl Hi:- -Jill, »ll-J *J. tja>-2; e I" h' . 

tl-B;nrt, |>i?. i»-7 («l. SUm); I bn IJcvyyiiu, f. I.’J: I bit Ailliilri. 
t, nti, 1T8-H.3; Si, liii; I bn KliiUdAn, Hist, tin ttrrt>, i, pp. 
ftt-Kt) ; AtMxW maimii'nt, f III,] 


CHAPTER III 
J’T'.HNaN* GONZALEZ 


f \rjlJNG the first twenty-seven years of his reign 
I./ 'Alxi-tavRiUimAn ill had experienced no unbroken 
series of successes, but fortune h fkkJe, aiui n day of 
adversity at Inst dawned, 

-Tgreat change had come ov er the realm. The noble-, 
ivho formerly had been supreme, were now set at naugiil, 
nnd (rushed beneath the sovereign^ authotity, * Abd-er- 
HntimAn detested them : he did not realize tlm't a monarch 
might safely entrust well-defined influence and authority to 
the aristocracy. “ Your king is, l grant, a wise and able 
monarch, said the Khalif one day tu an envoy from Otto 
■* but one feature ofhis statesmanship does not commend 
itself to me; instead of retaining the government entirely in 
hin own hands, he admits his vassals to a share of it. 1 le 
even pJncc them in possesion or his provinces, thinking 
thereby to attadi them to hiinscli, J'his is a grave errm'- 
Coudcsccnsioii to the nobility has no other effect Ilian that 
>>j nourishing their pride and their propensity to rebel » 
The KJialif assuredly did not fall into the emir with which 
he reproached the German monarch, but he fell into another 
not less serious—he made no attempt to soothe the suscepti¬ 
bilities of the nobles. Ruling as ait autocrat {after he 
even dispensed with a httjih or Prime Minister!, lie conferred 
most of the highest offices upon men <»r low extraction— 
freed men. foreigners, slaves, men in short who were wholly 
dependent on his good pleasure, and were pliant and docile 
instruments in his hands. But those who ■ specially enjoyed 
hLs confidence were the lx>dy known as .Slavs: it is from 4 Ami ■ 
er-llahmim*,s reign that their influence dates, and since this 
buily was destined to play an important purl; in Mohammedan 
Spain, it is here desirable to enter into some details concern¬ 
ing them, 

"IHill ?hfl fircflt B (WV' OfrU cmn.iu ? 4 Klim Um Grim*,,, un iLu Jiatb ..i' 
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Originally the name of Shan I Ar, Saq&&bn\ was applied 
la prisoners captured by Germanic nations in their wars 
against Slavonic tribes, and sold by them to the Saracens of 
Spain; but in course of time, a multi hide of men belonging 
to other races liegan to be classed as Slav's, and the name 
was applied to all foreigners who served in the harem, or in 
the army, whatever their origin. 1 An Arab traveller of the 
tenth century explicitly states Unit the Slavs who Mere the 
retainers of the Khali f of Spain, comprised Galicians, Franks 
(French muf Gemma). Lombards, Calabrians, and natives of 
the northern coasts of the 1 thick Sea- Some of them had 
been captured by Andalusian pirates: others had been 
purchased hi Tudhm ports for the Jews, trading upon the 
distress of the people, trafficked in cliildrcu of huth sexes and 
brought them to the sea-ports, whence they were curried in 
Greet or Venetian vessels to their Siirncen purchasers. 
Another class. namely the eunuchs destined to tic attendants 
in the harems, were imported from France, where large 
establish me ills fur ■ lie supply of these creatures existed, 
under the direction of Jews: that of Verdun was fur fumed.- 
and there were others in the South. 11 

Since most of the captives were of tender years when 
they reached Spain, they readily adopted the religion, 
language, atirl customs of their musters. Some of them 
were highly educated, mid later on we bear of their forming 
libraries and composing verses. Such lettered Shivs became, 
indeed, so no nitrous that one of them, a certain llubih, 
devoted an entire work to iui account of their verses amt 
their adventures. 

’Die Slavs bud always been numerous at the Court or in 
Lhe army of the Emirs of Cordova, hut never more so titan 
under 'Abd-er-Rnhmiin III. They numbered 87-in accord¬ 
ing l« some accounts, and 6087, or even 13.726, according to 
others. Perhaps these statistics refer to different periods of 
'Abd-er-Rnhirtan’s reign, for it is certain that lie never 
ceased adding to the mini tier of bis Slavs. Though them¬ 
selves bondsmen, they had slaves of their own, and held 
large estate*. ‘Abd-er-Rnlim/in entrusted to them the most 
important military" and civil functions, and in his hatred of 
the aristocracy he com pci led men of no tile lineage—descen¬ 
dants of the heroes of the Desert—to abase themselves 

1 Hid Cordovan abrisia^lr f- j ,ij I % lit** ! ** Kuuf t+f ibr 
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before tIiMB upstarts «>Wm they utterly despised. While 
J h * rioMus were Unis at daggers drawn with the Khalif. the 
latter formed the design ol undertaking « more important 
expeiiltion against the King of I,eon than unv which he hod 
prevrotinK made- W ith this object he Jn.rf out v.ist 
° ® Ml l e y, summoned a hundred thousand men to his 
standard, and nvmred of a brilliant and decisive viotott’. lie 
prospectively dlibbed the forthcoming expedition the Cinn- 
imtgu of Oil* Invincible Host. I 'nfortunntdy, however, he 
mipomteu a .Slav, \ujdu, ns Coinmauder-m-C hief, This 
choice brought to n dimnx the disaffection of the Anil) 
ollieers. they vowed in their wrath Hut Hie Khalif should 
expiate his contemptuous treatment of the old nobility liv n 
. disgraceful defeat. J 3 

. ■ U n ■ <;i AV bo 1 ,irj,1 > set out lor Simaiuaw. Ramiro If and 
Ins n[[ y hciidit.' the queen regent of Navarro, took the 
held against it, and on the 5th of August a general action 
took place. I Jm Anb oflicors accepted <iefeat r nnd retreated ■ 
our they hud probably not foreseen the consequences. The 
Leoncse followed In pursuit. On reaching the town of 
Allumdcgn, to the south oj .Salamanca, on the bunks of the 
tOrm«, the Moslems rallied, and faced the enemy: but 
they were utterly defeated, and the Kimlif himself narrow!v 
escajuHi LJie swords of the C hristiana. After Alhandegu tht* 
retreui became it rout; nil order and discipline were lost ► 
the ranks were bmken, and a cry of muve ntti pent * was 
raised. Horse and foot Hod pell-mell together ; the road was 
strewn with the bodies of men and officers ; whole regiments 
were wiped Oat Tidings of Ram infs complete and signal 
Victory were borne fur and wide. They penetrated to the 
Mirther ends of Germany as well as to the most distant 
regions of the East, mousing, however, very diverse emotions, 
of joy and dismay. Christians saw in the victory a certain 
augury of the triumph of their faith— Modems, a iaU sc 
tor grave alarm. Even \4bd-er-Rahmfin himself was crest- 
loJIen. IIis general Najda had been slain/ and the viceroy 
01 /uragOKn, Mohammed jbn Hashim, who had been taken 
prisoner m the first battle — that of Sintaneas^ wav bewailing 
hi- hde in a dungeon at Leon. The Khalif* annv was £ 
tact nmubi luted; he himself had escaped captivity or death 

1 lUbprwW Tut* or Tiitnh, 
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by » miracle, ant! only a Utile band at' forty-nine had 
accompanied him in inn flight. These disasters made such 
an impression on Iiis mind thnt never afterwards did he take 
the field with his army.* . * 

Fortunately for the Kind if, the outbreak of a eivlj war 
among the Christians prevented ltumiro from fully reaping 
the fruits of his victory . 

Castile turned at separation from the Kingdom of Leon : 
even in the reign of Ordofiu 11, Ramiro's father, it had 
broken into open rebellion. The king announced that in 
order to settle the dispute amicably he would hold a council 
of Tejiare. or Telia re-on the banks of the Carrion, a stream 
dividing I .eon from Castile -at which lie invited the four 
Counts of Castile to be present, Cpon their arrival, how¬ 
ever, the king caused them to he arrested and beheaded. 
The Leonese, while candidly admitting that this judicial 
procedure was somewhat irregular, admired their kings 
astuteness: but the CuUiJiam were of a different mind. 
Deprived of their leaders, they were for the moment helpless, 
but they ceased not to pray for the hour when they should 
see at their head a nun capable of wreaking vengeance on 
the. treacherous Leoiiese. At last the hour, so impatiently 
waited for. struck. Castile found her avenger in the person 
of Count Feman Gonzalez. who became one of the favourite- 
heroes of medieval hid lads, and who is still mentioned by 
Castilians with profound respect. Whilst the redoubtable 
forces of 4 Abd-er-Ilal i man 111 were engaged in burning bis 
monasteries, his fortresses, mid even bis capital, it was useless 
for Fcrniin — the Great Count as he was called*—to think 
of throwing off the Leon esc yoke ; hut believing that, for tin* 

K resent at any rate, there was nothing to be feared at the 
tmds of the A ralis, and deeming that the time h«d conic 
for his destined enterprise, he declared war upon the king. 
The Khali foil his part seized the opportunity of reorganising 
bis army, and by November, SUO. it was ready to ravage the 
frontiers of Leon, under Ahmad ibti Vila, governor of 
liudajoz. At the same time fortune seemed inclined to 
make amends in Africa for the disaster which had overtaken 
•Abd-cr-Rahimin in Spain. 

Hitherto the Ivlialif hrul. it is true, achieved many 
success^ in Africa—but there wav another side to the shield, 

K«r iurttwr l'IhejiiU of tlm Unite of AllEniid#tfn t +m IfaAmlM (SMI >ji pr 
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Now snd then his vassals hud contrived to he worsted; his 
endeavours to induce them to net in concert had not always 
been effectual; sometimes, indeed, he hud been unable to 
induce ihem to keep tlie fjeace muons' themselves; but he 
hud nt uny rate succeeded in keeping tfie Ffitimtds in Africa 
occupied, wad had incapacitated them from making a descent 
on the coast of Spain, which after alt was his miiin object. 
He now seemed to l>c on the point of gaining a further 
advantage. 

An enemy more formidable to the FA timid s than all the 
rest combined had raised the standard of revolt. This was 
Abft Yjtzid, of the Berber tribe of Iforen. The son of a 
merchant, he hud consorted in his youth with the doctors 
of the sect of the KilArditcs. who still claimed an immense 
number of adherents in Africa. Taler. link ing been reduced 
to poverty by till death of Ills father, he had earned his 
bread by teaching children to road. At first a schoolmaster 
in id then u missionary, like the foil rider of the FAtimid Empire, 
be urged the lk-ri>ers to revolt in the name of the true 
religion and of liberty, promising them u Republican form 
of government, wi soon as they had taken the capital, 
Kidrwiiu, 

Abu ^ acid's victories were OS miraculous us those of his 
enemies a few years liefore. 'Hie Fat ini id armies melted 
away, like snow in the springtime, before this ill'favoured 
dwarfish mini clad in sackcloth and mounted on n grey ass. 
The Sunnis,* wounded to the heart by the blasphemies and 
intolerance of the Futitnids, Hocked to his standard; the 
very monks and hermits took up arms in the cause of the 
Nonconformist leader. lie seemed to make it his business 
to justify Lhe hope which they reposed on his toleration. 
When, in f>44, he made his entry into the Capital he invoked 
the blessing of heaven on the first two K halifs. who wen- 
held accursed by the Fatimids, and he urged the townsfolk 
to conform to the rile of Malik, which the FAtiniids had 
prohibited. The Sunnis breathed once more, Thev could 
■gain walk in procession, with banners and drums, a pleasure 
Of which they hod been deprived for tnanv years, and A lid 
Yarid. who on these solemn occasions fed them himself, 
gave them yet anuthcr proof of his tolerance : he concluded 
an alliance with the Klmlif of Spain, and sending him mi 
embassy recognised him. if not as the temporal, at least as 

1 Thp orlh^l^K M micro*, follow*** nf iImp nin 1 dr D. 2*. 
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the spiritual chid' of Hie vast dominions lie had conquered.’ 
The fortunes of the F&tiraids seemed to be at their lowest 
ebb. Whilst their Khalif Kflyim. son and successor of 
'Obaidailab, was closely besieged in MlMi * by the hinnid- 
jtble Abu Yu/.id, the Kind if of Spain seized through his 
African vassals almost all tlitr North-W c^t, anti stirred Up 
K a v infs foes against him in ever)' q narter. * A bd -e r- H ahman 
further entered into alliance with the King of Italy, Hugucs 
of Provence (who had a disaster to avenge, namely the 
sucking of Genua bv a Fitmud admiral),’ and he made » 
similar treaty with the Byzantine Emperor, who longed to 
wrest Sicily from Kayim,* 

In the twinkling of an eye all was changed 1 Intoxicated 
with his itirttssci, Abfl Yazid grew puifed up with pride. 
Not content with the reality of power, and forgetful of the 
menus by Tvhidb bad attaint'd to it* hi? thirsted fur display 
and empty pomp; lie changed his sackcloth cloak fur a 
silken robe and his grey ass for a splendid charger. Such 
folly proved his destruction: the majority of his adherents 
were levellers and republicans, and ill esc, wounded in Iheir 
convictions, abandoned him ; some returned to their homes, 
cithers went over to the enemy. Warned by this experience, 
Abii Yiizld renounced the habits of luxury which he had 
contracted, and assumed once more, with his sackcloth clonk, 
Ids former frugal and austere life. But it was too late. 
Tin; glamour of his prestige had vanished. He might, per* 
haps. Inivc still counted on the Sunnis, had he not—in a 
moment of fanatic rage—opened their eyes to the insincerity 
of his tolerance. On the eve of a buttle he ordered his men 
to abandon their brothers in arms, the soldiers of Kairwaii, 
to the fury of the Fitimid troops. This treacherous order 
was only too well obeyed. From that day the Sminis held 
Abu Ysdd in detestation: weighing tyrant against tyrant, 
and hercsinrch against licresiarch, they preferred the Fatiinid 
Khalif, mul this the more since A l* Mansur, who had lately 
succeeded his father, was more capable than ins predecessors. 
Obliged to raise the siege of Muhdia, Abu Yasiid returned 
to Kidrwan, where lie narrowly escaped a plot which the 
inhabitants hail hatched against him. Alter being for long 
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the rfv ol tfie FiUimld soldiers, lie a: lust fell inLo their 
hands, covered with wounds. He wits con tin ed in ait iron 
cage, and after his death (047); hi* * ‘shin. 4tufled with straw, 
was Horne through the streets of Kuirwau, and nailed to the 
ramparts of Mnbdtn. where it hung until dispersed in tatters 
by the winds. The fall of the Sectaries wns almost a* grave 
n blow to *Abd-er-Rahtt»£u as his defeat at SinntJicw.s. or at 
Aihmidcga ; far in the West the Fatimick speedily re¬ 
covered their lost territories and compel Jed - Abd-er RnhimW* 
vassals to seek safety at live Court of Cordova, 

In the North, cm tlu- oilier hand, alt went ;ls the Khalif 
wished -b other words, I lie country was a prey to ceaseless 
conflict. War, as we have seen, had broken out between 
Ramiro 11 and Feriutn t lonzalcz. Fortune favoured Ramiro 
Capturing his adversary by surprise, he t hrew him into a 
dungeon at Leon, and conferred the lordship of Castile, first 
upon a Lconese—Assur Fernandez, Count oi Monzon — ’and 
hiior upon his own sou Saiicho, The king proceeded further 
to coufocaU 1 Fenians allodial lauds. These he did not. 
however, keep wholly ns His own. With a view to popu¬ 
larity, he granted some to the most influential knights and 
ecclesiastics of llie province. 1 Hul he failed in his design. 
While profiting by Itamim's Liberality, the Castilians re* 
mili ned devoted, heart and soul, to their deposed hint Tl«? 
king’s gifts were regarded its those of an interloper. In 
deeds of sale, and the like, in which, after the date, it was 
customary to inserl the names of the reigning King and 
the Count, the name uf the Count imposed ujxiu them by 
iiamiro was sometime given—but only when it was un- 
:i voidable, that is to say when written under official sujier- 
vision—usually the name of Fenian Gonzales appeared. 
The Cast if ions further manifested their devotion to their 
Count in another way. Having caused a statue of him to 
he made. tliev rendered homage to his setdptmed image. 
Then, be ginning to lose patience at Fentons Jong captivity, 
they took a hold resolution best described in the phrases of 
an old and beautiful romance:* 

"All tun- nmdr <«lh tu-jcilier tlinl tiny will uol ffturu tu Curtlir 
wltlioLit I heir turd, the Count. 

'* Hit h tut Lie lh,v haVf I lined! tn fhwii't unit 1 III!}? a*re tntl to 
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Alnfiucd st the nppro&ch of the i,asldiaiis. the King nt 
lu»!> lit submitted. Fenian set at liberty, hut only upon 
severe and humiliating conditions: he was obliged lo swear 
fealty and submission, to renounce all hi* possessions, 
and to promise his daugliter in marriage to l htknio, the 
Kini^'s eldest son. Such was the price of the i mint s free¬ 
dom, and it was but natural tliat fie should be determined 
never again to lend his aid to a monarch who bud compelled 
him to sign such a compact. The Castilians, who had not 
succeeded in reinstating b authority him who. they still 
called their lord, were as disoficcted as ever. Kaiiuro H 
hod therefore lost the aid of his most valiant captain, and 
t he co-operation of his bravest subjects. Hence his help* 
Icssuess. He allowed the MlWtthnanv to make a foray 
in 0*1. and two more in 0471 he could not prevent them 
from rebuilding and fortifying the town of Medinaccli, which 
henceforward became the bulwark of the Moorish Empire 
against Castile. The victor of Sinmncas and Alhaiidega 
could at most stand on the defensive. It was not until the 
year 95U that he once more invaded Moslem territories, and 
on this occasion he gained a victory near Talavera : but this 
was hi* last success: by -Iiuiuary in the followitig year his 
life was at an end}* 

After Ramiro’s death it war of succession broke out. 
'I'he King had been twice married. His first wife, a 
Galician, hod borne him tt son.Oidcfto; ami lus second wife 
—l/rraca, sister of Garcia of Xavure—another son, Sauclio 
By right of primogeniture Ordofio naturally claimed the 
throne; but Sancho, who had good reason to rely upon the 
support of the Xavarrese, also laid claim to it. and endea¬ 
voured to win over Femnn Gonzalex and the Castilians 
Ilia side. In the eircumstiuices, it was not difficult for 
Feman to make choice between the rivals. It was impos¬ 
sible for him to sympathise keenly with Ordoiko, who was. 
it is true, his sou-in law, hut had become so by hateful com¬ 
pulsion. On the other hand, ties of blood it* well as self* 
i 11 tercst attracted hi in to Sane iu>- The 1 aide r was hb nephe w. 
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and could reckon on the support of Theuda of Navarre. 
Fenian’s inotkr-m*liiw I If the Count had still hesitated 
Sane lie’s dazzling offers must have overcome Ids itidemion. 
for Hie prince promised tu restore to him his confiscated 
possessions anti the lordship of Castile. Fenian accordingly 
declared for Saudi", summoned his men to arms, mid ac- 
t-am ponied by Sancho and a Nfivaretseiirmy marched against 
the city of i .con to wrest lhe crown from Onloi'm Ill. 

“The Eternal.'' remarks an A mb chronicler, “stirred up 
this civil strife that victories might frill to the lol of the 
Vhisuhuans t” Anti indeed while the Christians were cutting 
each others’ throats beneath the walls of Leon, *Abd-«r- 
Rahmin’s generals were victorious at all wants oit the 
frontier. Every message that arrived at t’ordoia from the 
North bore lidingsof some profitable raid or brilliant victory . 
The Klmlif was enabled to exhibit to the populace bells, 
crosses, and decapitated heads in heaps: on one occasion, 
in 1)55, no less than five thousand head* were shown, and 
it was said that as many more Castilians — for it was they 
who had suffered dc Tea'.—had fallen in the engagement. 
Fenian tiunzalcz hml, it wsis true, gained n victory near San 
Kstevim de Iformazit was also true, that Urdorio ML 
having at length repulsed his brother and compelled the 
(•alieiiuib, who Lari also revolted, to recognise him, hud 
made reprisals by pillaging Lisbon; but this was but trifling 
compensation for the nestruction which the Mnsulmnns had 
wrought upon the Christians, and Ordoiio. who dreaded 
further revolts, ardently desired peace. In y5» he sent an 
ambassador to Cordova to sue for it. 'Abd-er-Rahman. 
who also desired a cessation of host ilities, because lie wished 
to turn liis amis in another direction, lout a not unwilling 
ear to Ordofto’s overtures, and in the following year lie sent 
as ambassadors to Leon, Mohammed ibn Husain and the 
learned Jew Chasdrri ihn Shapnily Inspector-General of 
Customs. The negotiations did not last long. Ordoi'io 
announced that he was ready to make concessions—probably 
offering to relimpmh or raze certain fortresses — the bases 
of u treaty were agreed upon, imd the envoy* returned to 
Cordova to obtain it* ratification by the KlinJif. All hough 
the compact was an honourable out- and undoubtedly ad¬ 
vantageous, 'Abd-ct- flabintm considered that it might have 
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tjccn made stilt more fovoumble, but as. at ! be age of nearly 
sei'cnlv, lie could no longer reckon On Ok morrow .lit. csuttL 
to the conclusion iliat the matter concerned l.i*. SON rather 
than himself. He accordingly consulted him and for 

his decision. IIakam, who was pacifically disposed, advised 
the rati flea Mon of Mil- treaty, which the khalif thereupon 
signed. Not long afterwards he made :i impact with 
l-’eriuiti Gmrnde*. ( lie Upshot being that the Navurrese wen 
the ' Insult nans' onlv remaining enemies in Spain. 

If ■ \ bd-cr-RnliiuHn liad on this occasion proved mom 
tractable than was fib wont, it was because he wished to 
direct his arms against the Fatiraidx The power of these 
princes was clailv increasing. Burning with desire to take 
vengeance on the ruler* of Europe, who were already re 
joicuig over whot seemed their impending rum, the I- ttnmdit 
first impressed the Byzantine Emperor with the weight of 
their wrath by laving waste Calabria. 1 Then ‘Alwl-cr- 
Hahman's turn come. In 055, when every indication 
seemed to point to a meditated descent upon Spill >>v 
MUH 72 , the fourth FA timid Klinlif, it happened that a large 
vessel, despatched by ‘Abd-irRahman with merchandise tj 
Alexandria, met at sea a ship coming from Sicily on Iward 
of which there was a messenger sent by the C i oven I nr of 
that island to Ids sovereign MuHjol 'I bis fuel swans tw 
have come to the knowledge of the Captain of l lie Spanish 
vessel. It is indeed possible that 1 A bd -cr-Rah ti nil i had 
suspected that tlie despatches Conveyed by the messenger 
contained 11 plan of sttuck upon Spain, and that lie bad 
ordered the Captain to intercept them. Be this :ls it may. 
the Captain attacked the Sicilian ship, captured it. pillaged 
it, and look possession of the despatches. 

Mu'tv.* soon made reprisals. By his orders the GnTeriH'r 
of Sicily set sail with a ileet against Almeria, and capt ured 
or burned all tlie vessels in that port, lie even cuptim-d 
tlie very ship which had furnished him with such a specious 
excuse for this expedition, and which had just returned 
from Alexandria with singing-girls for the Klndif ami costly 
merchandise. The Sicilian Governor then landed troops, 
and after pillaging tlie environs of A1 mens, once more set 

sail.* . 

■Abd-er-Rahman responded vigorously to this attack. 
Ills first act was to order curses to be invoked upon the 

1 t.Y. AmiH 4 &t<mn iVn Jftmr.WtM <£* it. 
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FAtimids dully at public prayer: hi* second. to order Ids 
Admiral tihulib to pillage the coast of Hrikia.' This expo* 
dilion, however, proved less siiccl-ssAjI than the Ktialif hiid 
hoped, The Andolmions at first gained some successes, 
but they were ultimately repulsed by the troops who guarded 
the province, and compelled tr> rc-embwrk, 

'Abd-er*Rahman hod reached Hits point iti his conflict 
with the I a timid s. when he entered into the negotiations 
with i.lic King of I .eon, U'ishing to employ ad the troops 
und resources of the Empire against Africa, he naturally 
desired jx.-ace with the Christians of tilt- North, and it was 
for Uds reason that he did not show himself too exigent 
in the conditions he bid down. 

As soon as peace hail been ensured he turned all his 
attention to Africa, A vast expedition was made ready. 
The shipwrights in the dockyards had not a moment 01 
rest, everywhere troops were marching towards the seaports, 
and thousands of sailors were U'ing enrolled, when Lv the 
death of Ordono 111, in the spring of 057. the KhaUfs 
plans were suddenly checked. VVe have already seen that 
Oniono had only obtained peace on certain conditions, and 
among these the cession or demolition of certain fortresses 
was undoubtedly of prime importance. But S audio—his 
brother's former rival, who had succeeded him without 
opposition —tefasexi to execute this clause of the treaty. 
‘Abd-cr- Hull man, therefore, was compelled .to employ the 
forces which he hud wished to send to Africa against the 
Kingdom of I,eon, and he gave orders in this sense to the 
gallant Ahmad ihn Vila, Governor of Toledo.’ That general 
took Hie field, and in July gained a great victory over 
the King of Leon, Tlii- triumph doubtless afforded some 
consolation to the Khalif, who had not desired this new 
war and who willingly would have avoided it. bad honour 
allowed He was soon to experience satisfaction yet sweeter, 
in seeing his enemy at his feet. 

Mod A r, tyMf fr* k ^Tti si i ui j J - Hark Wfa. 
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S A NCH o THE PAT 

"T7'ING Soncho." says im Arab writer, “ was arrogant 
IV mid vain-glorious,’' 1 'This phrase «8& doubtjess 
borrowed from some contemporary Leonesc chronicler, and 
both authors imply thereby tiiat Sancho aimed at breaking 
the power of tie nobility tuid regaining the absolute 
authority possessed by his ancestors. The nobles conse¬ 
quently ‘ hated him. ami with their hatred was mingled 
eon tempt Sail dm had indeed lost the qualities which hud 
at first endeared him to his subjects, The luckless prince 
bad grown so immensely corpulent that he could no longer 
mount his horse, anil was obliged to lean for support on ait 
attendant while milking. 1 He had consequently become 
an object of derision, and after a while tile deposit ion of 
such an absurd travesty of a monarch began to lie mooted. 

Femiui Gonzalez, who aspired to become a king-maker, 
and who hud already made one unsuccessful essay in that 
capacity, fomented :uid directed the disaffection of the 
Ltomse.' A plot was hatched in the army, tmd one fine 
day, in the spring of £1.58, Suik-Uo was driven from his 
kingdom. 

While the dethroned monarch was sorrowfully making 
his way to Pamplona, the residence of his uncle Garvin. 
Fern an GottXfctez and the other notables met to elect another 
king. Their choice fell upon Orddfto, fourth of that name. 
He was son of Alfonso IV. And consequently Sancho’s 
cousin, hut he had nothing aovt his parentage to commend 
him to the suffrages of the electors. IIis deformed figure 
l he was hunch*backed ) was matched by a cringing, mean, 
amt vicious disposition. 1 so that in later days he was always 
distinguished us Oniono the Wicked; 1 nevertheless, since 
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there was no other adult member of the royal family living, 
his election was practically unavoidable. The Count of 
Costile gave to him in marriage his daughter I.rraca, widow 
of Ofdoiio III, who thus became Queen of I^oo for the 
second lime. 

While the election of bis successor was taking place. 
Sand to was relating at Pamplona the misfortunes which bud 
overtaken him. His grandmother, the aged and ambitious 
Thcuda. who still ruled Navarre in her son's name, though 
he lmd bug attained an age which entitled Him to govern 
for himself, warmly esj wised Sandro's cause, and vowed 
to reinstate him at ail costs. This was, however, by no 
means an ensv undertaking, for, while Sand 10 possessed not 
one powerful friend in his late kingdom, Navarre on the 
other hand was too weak to attack Leon and Castile single* 
handed. It was therefore inenmbent upon Theurln to seek 
nn ally—and that « strong one. Moreover, in order that 
Sancho should retain his throne after it had been restored 
to hint, it was absolutely necessary that he should coast* to 
be u laughing-stock by reason or his tin fortunate obesity. 
This corpulence was not constitutional; it was the result 
of some distemper which an able physician could doubtless 
banish— and it was at Cordova alone, that focus of all 
intellectual brilliancy, that such a physician could lie found. 
It was at Cordova, too, thai Thcuda believed -.hi 1 •.«« the 
ally site needed. She detenuiued, in short, to seek at the 
Kind it's hands n leech to cure her grandson, and an army 
to replace him on hb throne. 

It would, of course, be mortifying to her pride to take 
such a step; it was bitterly distasteful to crave the assist¬ 
ance of an infidel with whom she had been at war for more 
than thirty years, and who hud scarcely let a twelvemonth 
pass without devastating her valleys and burning her 
villages; yet Theudu's love for her grandson, her ardent 
wish to sec him once more on the throne, and her indigna¬ 
tion at his shameful ill-treatment, all conspired to overcome 
her natural repugnance, and she accordingly despatched an 
embassy to Cordova. 

When the envoys hml acquainted the Khalif with the 
objects of their mission, he replied that he would gladly 
send a physician to Sand 10 , and also that—on certain con¬ 
ditions to lie unfolded by one of his ministers who would 
proceed to Pamplona —he would furnish armed assistance to 
the dethroned king. 


442 SPANISH ISLAM t» l * 

rpon llie departure of the Navartese envoys, Abdor- 
Elahmiirt sent for Cbasdai the Jew, and having given him 
HLstrix (ions bade him betake himself to the Court of 
Navarre, The Khnlif could not have mode a better choice. 
Cbasdai united in his own person all the qualities necessary 
for such a mission : he spoke the language of the Christiana 
fluently, and he was at once a physician and a statesman: 
praises of I us judgment, his talents, his erudition, aiul his vast 
ability were in all men’s mouths: not long before, nn ambas¬ 
sador from the further end of Germany had declared that lie 
bad never met with such it master of diplomatic subtlety.’ 

I'pun his arrival at Pmmjkma. the Jew soon gained 
Saudio's confidence by personally undertaking Ibis treatment 
and promising hint a speedy cure- He then informed him 
that the KhaUf, in return for the service lie was prepared to 
render him, demanded the cession of ten fortresses. Sancho 
promised to make them over so soon as he had regained his 
throne. But this was not all: Chasihn had also been 
instructed to extort Theudas consent to visit Cordova, 
accompanied by her son and grand son. 

The KhaUf, desirous of gratifying his own self-esteem, 
wliile at the same time regaling his people with the un* 
cxampled spec hide of a Christian ijuocn and two kings 
humbly prostrating themselves at bis feet and craving bis 
assistance, had strongly insisted on this condition : but it 
had l*een foreseen that the proud Tlieuda would set her 
face against the demand. To make a journey to Cordova 
would be, indeed, a greater humiliation for the Queen than 
that to which she had already subjected her self in elite ring 
into friendly relations with her inveterate foe. This was 
accordinglythe most delicate and thorny purl of Chasdafs 
mission: even to make such a pro|iosah still more io induce 
Yheuda to agree to it, required extraordinary tact and ability 
Hut the Jew justified Ins reputation of being the adroitesl of 
men. 'Hie haughty Queen of Navarra was subjugated **by 
the cliarni of his words, the ripeness of Ilia wisdom, the 
power Of bis cunning and his manifold wiles "— to use the 
words of a contem]xjniry Jewish poet—and behoving that 
ber grimdvm s rein'.UU iHeld could be obtained at no less u 
price, she consented, after a powerful exercise of self-control, 
to undertake the proposed journey. 
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Spain then saw a si range* sight. Followed by a long 
train of nohlts mid priest*, the Queen of Navarre journeyed 
by easy stage* to Cordova, accompanied by Garda mid the 
luckleU Sane ho, whose ltfj.lt |i was not yet much improved, 
ami who walked supported by ChasdaV, Grateful as the 
spectacle was to the national pride of the Moslems, it whs 
yet sweeter to the self-esteem of Lht Jews, seeing that it 
had been wholly' brought nljout by 11 man of tlietr own 
faith. Their poets vied with one another in celebrating 
I'tmsdui's return: 
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I poti the fimvnl of Hit? Queen mid Lfie two Iviu^n iv 
Cordova, tin- Klulif granted them one of those stately 
midu'iu’is which made so deep an impression on Foreignem, 
and which were eminently fitted to give a lofty idea of his 
power and wealth. It was undoubtedly a moment of keen 
gratification 10 * A bd-ef-Rah ntftn when he saw at bis feet 
flit son of his formidable enemy Ramiro III, as well ns the 
son of the victor of Simiuicas and Alhondcgn, and that 
proud and valiant queen who in memorable battles hud in 
person led her troops to victory; but, whatever were Ins 
inmost feelings, he repressed all his external evidence of 
them, and received hk guests with exquisite i^ourtcsy, 

Simcho renewed the promise, which he Imd already 
given to C'husrM, of ceding to the Khallf ten specified 
fortresses, and it was resolved that whilst the Moorish army 
attacked the Kingdom ofLeon, the ft avarrese should invade 
Castile, so as to lure the forces of h ernan Goiizahv away 
from that r{Hotter/ 
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Meanwhile ‘Ainl-er-Ruhm&n had not lost sight of 
Africa. On Lhc contrary, lit: bad vigorously pushed forward 
warlike preparations, and the year which saw the Queen of 
Navarre s arrival at Cordova saw also the embarkation in 
seventy ships of a large army under the command of Ahmad 
ibn Yifo. The expedition was successful, for the Andalusians 
burned Mersu a UK hare*, and laid waste the environs of 
Susa and Takutta. 

A little later a Moslem army marched against the 
Kingdom of Leon. Sancho accompanied iL Thunks to 
Chasdm s remedies, he had lost his excessive corpulence, 
and hud become as lithe and active as in former dnys. 
jCainura was the first town to lie taken, 1 and by April. 95#, 
Saecho's authority was restored over n grcaL part of the 
Kingdom. 'Hie Capital, however, still adhered to UnioiVi 
IV; hut when in the autumn of !HJO, the latter took to 
flight and sought refuge in the Asturias, it surrendered to 
S audio. Having thus recovered his kingdom, Saudio sent 
mi envoy to the Khattf to thank him for his aid, and at the 
same lime proclaimed to the neighbouring powers his 
resumption of sovereignty. In the letters which he 
despatched to this effect, he denounced in vigorous terms 
the disloyalty of the Count of Castile, 1 Perhaps he still 
feared opposition from Fcmurt: if so. his fours were soon 
dispelled. J n accordance with the original plan of campaign, 
the Niiviintse had invaded Castile, ami in the same year, 
080* they gave buttle to the Count ajul were for lunate 
enough to take him prisoner. Henceforth OrdmWs cause 
was lost. An object of uni vernal haired and con temp l, he 
had only been propped upon the throne by Fenian, whose 
creature he was. The Asturians before lung expelled him 
from their province and made submission to Sanchu. 
Ordodo thereupon sought refuge at Burgos, but will In¬ 
board of again. 

While these events were taking place in the North, the 
Khalit', who had imprudently ex postil himself to the luting 
winds of March, had fallen sick, and there were even tears 
for his life. The physicians, however, succeeded in warding 
off the imminent danger, and in the early days of .Inly 
'Abd-er-Rahm&n had so Ear recovered as to he able to give 
audience to his great officers of state. Hut hi* cure was 
only apparent: lie experienced n relapse, and expired# 
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October trt, D01, in the seventieth year of his nge, and tlie 
forty-ninth of his reign. 

Of all the Omnyynd princes who reigned in Spain, 
‘Abd-er-Kuhmim Ill was ummeilionablv the greatest. 
His fu likvemcnL; approached the miraculous. lie had 
found !he country a prey to anarchy and civil war, rent by 
faction, parcelled out amongst a hundred petty chiefs of 
diverse races, exposed to incessant raids liy the (Imstians of 
the North, and on the point of being absorbed cither by the 
I -conesc or the Katimids of Africa. Despite inmnnernblc 
obstacles he had solved Andalusia from herself, its well as 
from foreign domination. He Hmi raised her to n nobler 
and mightier position than she hud ever before attained. 
He had won for Iter peace and prosperity .if home, and 
consideration and respect abroad. He found the public 
treasury in a lamentable state of depletion, he left it over¬ 
flowing. A third of the national revenue, which amounted 
in all to t;,24£.QOO pieces of gold. sufficed for normal ex¬ 
penditure; a third was placed hi reserve. and *Abd-er- 
I lull min laid out the rest upon public works. It Sins been 
computed that in the year 051 the royal coffers contained 
the immense stun of twenty million gold pieces, and a 
tmvi Her. not unversed in finance, assures us that ’Abd-er- 
Kalimfm and the Ifumdaitid then reigning in Mesopotamia, 
were the two richest princes of 3lint epoch. 1 Thu state of 
the country harmonised with the prosperity of the public 
treasury. Agriculture, manufactures, commerce, the arts 
and sciences, all flourished, The traveller's eyes were glad¬ 
dened on all rides by well-cultivated fields, irrigated upon 
scientific principles, so that ivhnt seemed the most sterile 
soil was rendered fertile. He was struck, too, by the 
perfec t order which, thanks to a vigilant police, reigned in 
even the least accessible districts. He marvelled at the 
cheapness of commodities (Lite most delicious fruit could lie 
bought for next to nothing), at the prevalent sprueeness of 
attire, and especially at a universal standard of well-being 
wliich permitted everyone, with scarcely an exception, to ride 
u mule instead of journeying on foot. Many different 
manufactures enriched Curdova. Almeria, and other towns. 
Commerce whs so highly developed tliat, according to tin: 
Kcport of the Inspector-General of Customs, the import and 
export duties provided the larger part of the national 
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revenue , 1 Cordova, with its ImlF-mitl ion inhabitants, its 
three thousand mosques, its splendid palaces, its hundred 
and thirteen thousand houses, its three hundred publh' 
baths, and its twenty*adit suburbs, yielded in size end 
iimgdilia'iicc only to fhigiukid. tt city, indeed, to wliicll the 
inhabitants loved to compare it , 1 The fume of Cordova 
penetrated even distant Germany; the Saxon turn Hros* 
with*, famous in the last half of the tenth century for her 
Latin poems and dramas, called it the Jewel of the 
World . 1 The rival city which 1 A ixLer-Huhiimn built was 
i id le>s admirable, tine of Ids concubines having beq neat lied 
him a large fortune, the monarch wished to devote the 
money to ransoming prisoners of w::r, hut his agents having 
ransacked the Kingdoms of Leon and Navarre without find- 
tug a single prisoner, his favourite wife Zahni suit) to him; 
“ Devote this money to founding a eity. niul cull it after 
my name,'' The idea took the Khalil's fancy. Like most 
great princes, he hoi] a passion for building, and in 
November. ,v.r>. Uit 0 , he laid, at about a league to the north 
of Cordova, the foundations of a tow n destined to perpetuate 
the name of Zuhra. Nothing was spared to make it as 
magnificent its possible. For twenty-five years ten thousand 
workmen, provided with fifteen hundred beasts ol' burden, 
laboured at its construction, yet it was unfinished at its 
founder's death. A bounty of four hundred dirhems 
granted by the Khnllf to everyone who took up his abode 
there, attracted throng* of inhabitants. The royal palace, 
within which all the marvels of the East and the West 
vied with one another, was of immense size—as, indeed, is 
evidenced by the fact Unit the female inmates of the harem 
numbered six thousand . 4 

*Abd*eT-Rahman s power became truly formidable- A 
splendid navy enabled him to dispute the mastery of the 
Mediterranean with the Katimids, and secured him ill tile 
possession of Ceuta, the key of Mauritania. A numerous 
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ami welhtflsciplhted army—perhaps the finest in Lite world 
in those days'—gave him n market! preponderance over the 
Oiristiam tif the North. The proudest tnonnrclut sotiylit 
his afliamjfe The Byzantine Emperor, the rulers of fier 
many. Italy, mid France, sent embassies to hi*. foiirl- 

Such achievements as these were unquestionably great, 
hut what strikes the student of tlu> brilliant reign With 
astonishment and admiration is not so much the edifice as 
the architect — the force of that comprehensive intellect which 
nothing eluded :utd which showed itself a no less admirable 
master of the minutest details than of Lhc most exalted con¬ 
ceptions, Tills subtle and sagacious man, who unif ies the 
nation and consolidates its resources, who by Ins alliances 
virtually establishes a balance of power, and who in Ids wide 
tolerance calls to his councils men of another religion, Es a 
pattern mlcrnf modem limes, rather thuii n medical Khalil'* 
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CHAPTER V 


HAKAM II 

f jVlK Courts of l^eon and Pamplona, notwithstanding tlie 
J*. imjHtrtant services ‘Abd-cr-Kalmuin III had rendered 
them, did not lament his death; on the contrary, they sou- 
in it a mans of uv!Utiny their treaty obligations, and of 
escaping from Moslem tutelage, which had grown irksome 
since it was no longer needed* The opportunity seemed a 
good one of breaking pledges which had been extorted from 
tJ lein* 4 Abd -er- Hal UMliVsuccessor, II ukati ill, was reputed 
pacific; he would not, per Imps, insist on the rigorous fulfil¬ 
ment of a treaty concluded with his predecessor — in any case 
it was advisable to wait and sec whether Ids success In the 
field equalled his father's. 

link urn vkhi hint an opportunity of gauging his neigh¬ 
bours' intentions. 5 audio, on being summoned to surrender 
the fortrtSM* specified ill the treaty, found many excuses for 
delay, Gama, on being requested to hand over his prisoner* 
Ken mu Gonzalez, flatly refused lu do so.* Further, he set 
Fern an at liberty. stipulating, however, that he should break 
with his son-in-law, Ordoiio IV. Feman made the required 
promise, and by his orders, Ordoiio, then at Burgos, was torn 
troni his wife and two daughters, and conveyed under a 
strong escort to Moslem territory. Then Fenian—who, un¬ 
like the kings of Navarre and Leon, was bound by no treaty 
—recommenced hostilities ugilinst the Arabs, with the result 
that in February, 90?, link am was obliged to warn his 
generals ami governors to mobilise their troops. 

Iti tfie meantime Ordofio the Wicked, with the twenty 
lords who remained faithful to him, hud reached Mediiuteeii. 
There Ids liojtes were raised by the sight of preparations 
for an expedition. Mis cousin had recovered Ids throne 
with the nelri qf * A bd-tr-ltahmin, and he might recover 
his own by the help of liokmu. He accordingly signified 
to Ghiitih. Governor of MediimcerH, his desire to proceed to 
Cordova and seek the monarch’s protection. 

1 yam), ji. tin 
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G ha lib inquired I lakarn's wishes on tin: mutter, tlakuui. 
who was nut sorry to have a pKtcnder in his. power, but 
who would not commit himself definitely, replied that Ordofio 
might be conducted to Curd ova. but’ that be would make 
him no promise. GhMib, accordingly, started for Cordova 
early hi April, accompanied by Ordorio and Ins escort. On 
their way they were met by :i detachment of HaJumt's 
cavalry, scut to conduct his guests to the environs of the 
Capita], where they were joined by a still larger faddy. 
Orddflo spared no pubis to ingratiate himself with the officers 
of the escort, lie lavished flatteries upon them, and upon 
entering Cordovt, asked to lx . 1 shown the tomb of *Abd- 
cr-Ilidniian III. Oh its Ix-ing pointed out to him he bared 
his head, and falling on his knees, turned towards the tomb, 
and prayed for the soul of him by whom a little while before 
he had been driven from the throne. Me was animated by 
the one hope of regaining bis crown: to effect that object 
he shrank from no humiliation. 

After spending two days in a richly furnished palace, 
assigned to him for a residence, Ordofio was informed that 
the Kh&Hf would give him audience at Al-Zahra, lie donned 
it robe and mantle of white silk—probably as an act of 
homage to the Omayyiuls, w hose family badge was while— 
and won* a head-dress adorned with precious stones. The 

E rinvipil citizens of Andalusia—amongst them \ Valid jim 
ihihof&n, judge of the Christians at Cordova, and ’Obtiid- 
alluli tbn Kasim, the Metropolitan of Toledo—came to con* 
duct him to Al-Zdiri amt to instruct him in details of 
etiquette, with regard to which tlie Court was very 
punctilious. 

As they passed the serried ranks of soldiers which lined 
the approaches to Al-Znhr.t, Ordofio and Ins Lconese com¬ 
panions feigned to lie amazed, and even terrified, by this 
military display. They lowered their eyes and crossed 
themselves. On arriving at the outer gateway of the palace, 
they nil dismounted, except Ordolio and his I.euncse, At 
the gate called « Jt-Mtlda I be l.eonese quitted their saddles; 
but Ordorto, and the general Mm Tomlotf, whose duty it was 
to introduce him to the Khalil’, rode on until they arrived 
at a porch where seats bad lieen pineal fur Orduiio and hit 
companions—the spot where Sancho had also waited to lie 
introduced to the monarch when he came to implore his aid, 
After some delay, the Lconese were permitted to enter the 
audience-chamber. At the door Ordorio bared his head. 

2 F 
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ttiiii removed his cloak in token of respect: lie was then 
requested to approach, anti on f hiding himself before the 
throne, on which sat Hakirni—surrounded by his brothers 
and nephews, the Viziers, (the Kttdy. and the Foklhs—he 
advanced dowh towards the Khalif* Imlting to bow the 
knee at even few steps. Hiikam extended his hand to la: 
kissed, and OrdoflQ retired—being careful not lo turn his 
back upon the throne—and seated himself on a sofa covered 
with hrnende, which Imd been placed for him fifteen feet 
away. The Lconese nobles then approached the Khalif, 
observing the same ceremonial, and alter kissing his bund, 
ranged themselves behind! their muster, near whom stood 
Walid ibn KhairzorSn, who was to net as interpreter in the 
c nsi ung con versnt i on. 

The Khalif remained silent fora few moments—to give 
the ex-king time to recover from the emotion with which 
the sight of such an august assembly could not fail to affect 
him—and then addressed him in these words: < 4 Hejoiee 
that thou hast come hither, and hope great things from our 
bounty, for we shall vouchsafe thee greater favours titan 
thou ditrest to expect.” 

When t hew gracious words had been interpreted to 
Ordorto, his fare grew- radiant with joy. He arose, and 
kissing the carpet which covered the steps of the throne, 
exclaimed : ' T I am the slave of the Commander of fhc 
Faithful! 1 rely on his magnanimity: his lofty virt ues 

shall be my stay; to him 1 yield full jjower over myself and 
my subjects. WhUtiersoevtx he eomumiidclh me to go, 

1 hither will 1 go; l will serve him with a sincere and loyal 
heart 1 "\Vc believe Hue worthy of our favour, replied 
the Khalif: " th mu wilt he overjoyed w hen thou findest tliat 
we highly honour you above all Christians; thou wilt exult 
at having conceived the ide;i of coming hither to seek pro 
lection in the shadow of our throne/ When the Khalif 
hud thus spoken, Ordoiio knelt once more, and, invoking 
the blessing of heaven on the monarch, made petition in 
these words: “Not long ago my cousin£ 5 audio sought the 
aid ol the late Khalif against myself. Ilis request Wj|S 
granted; he obtained succour such jls none but the greatest, 
of sovereigns can bestow. 1. in my turn, plead for help; 
but on widely different grounds. My cousin came hither 
constrained by necessity: hi* subjects censured his conduct 
and hated him: they chow me in his place, though I sought 
not the honour—God is my witness! I dethroned him and 
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drove him from the mJm. By dint of entreaties Iwb» 
cured from he lute KlntBf mv army which reSu^stntci him. 
But he showed no gratitude for these benefits; he Imi fill* 
filled his obligations neither to his benefactor nor to thee. O 
Commander of the Faithful and my lord. "Rut ns for me. 
of my own free will 1 have quitted my kingdom, and I am 
here to [date at the disposal of the Comm under of the 
Faithful, niy person, my soldiers, and my fortresses. Anil 
not justified, therefore, in claiming that there is a wide 
difference he tween ray cousin and myself? 1 dare to arid 
that I have given proof that 1 excel him in confident* and 
generosity." “ \Vc have heard thy statement. ‘ said the 
Khalif, " and enter into thy feelings. Soon thou shall sw: 
how we requite thy goodwill. Thou shall receive from us 
bounties as great as those which thy rival received Irom our 
father of happy memory, and although thine adversary was 
the firsL to implore our protection, that i> no reason why we 
should esteem thee the less, or refuse thee that winch we 
previously granted him. U c will scud thee back to thy 
country rejoicing; we will establish the foundations of thy 
sovereignly, we will make lltcc ruler over those who acknow¬ 
ledge thee as their king; mid wt will give into thy keeping 
a treaty, in which wt will fix the respective bounds of thy 
realm and that of thy cousin. Further, we will debar Itim 
from raiding the territory which he must needs concede to 
thee, in a word, tin favours which thou wilt receive feum 
ns will transcend thy highest hopes. God knoweth that we 
speak from the heart 1" When Hokum had made an end. 
Ordofio once more fell upon his knees, with profuse thanks, 
mid on rising retired from tin* prcwnoe-cliomber. walking 
backwards. On reaching another hall, he told the eunuchs 
who accompanied him that he had been dius/lcd to stupc- 
l action bv the majesty of tile spectacle which lie hud beheld, 
rind observing a chair used by the Klurid, lie once more 
knelt before that piece of furniture, lie was then conducted 
to the ha jib. Jn'fnr. On seeing that dignitary he mode him 
-i profound obeisance, and would have kissed his hand, nod 
Jicfar permitted it: but the Prime Minister, embracing him 
and inviting him to sit by his side, assured him that he 
might impliettlv rely upon the Khalifa promises. He then 
invested OrtloftD wttli u rot* of honour on the Khalifa 
behalf. The king‘s companions were similarly complimented, 
each according to Ida rank, and then, after saluting Jn'fnr 
with the profoundest respect, they all returned to the porch. 
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where Ordmsa found it walling him u superb charger, ridily 
mumi wned, from the KliaHfs stables. The king threw 
himself into Lhe saddle. and with * heart w&ttomxut with 
hone, returned with his Lconese and Lhe general Ibn Tombs 
to the palace allotted to him. Not long afterwards lie was 
handed a treaty to sign, by which he bound himself to hvu 
at pence with the Khalit, to surrender his son Garcia as :1 
hostage, and not to form ait alliance with Femnn Gonzales 
As soon as Ordoito hud signed the document. Httkiiu put at 
liis disposal :m army under the command of Ghnlib; and, 
further, gave him an counsellor, VValid 1 —judge of the 
Christians at Cordova, Asbagh ibn Abdallah Urn Xabil— 
bishop 1 of that City, and ‘OWdalhih ibn KiWuu—Metric 
puli tan of Toledo, To the care of these Garcia was to he 
entrusted, and they were enjoined to do their utmost to 
reconcile the Leones? to Ortkuio as their sorertWH 

All these preparations were sedulously noised abroad, 
with a view to intimidate Sane ho, This end was attained. 
Suncho felt his position to be extremely precarious. Galicia 
stubbornly refused to acknowledge him. and it seemed clear 
that Ord oho, if be returned with a Moslem force, might 
reckon oh support from that quarter, Even Lhe other 
provinces, which had submitted to Sancho but did not love 
him. seemed likely to expel him for the second time rather 
tluin expose themselves to invasion. Sttncho's mind was 
soon made up. In May lie sent certain counts and bishops 
to Co id ii va to iuforni the Khalif, on his bclmlf, that he was 
prepared to carry out till the clauses or the treaty. Hence¬ 
forth. llakun, wBo had obtained nil he wanted, never 
dreamed of fulfilling the promises lie had made to Ordoiio. 
witii the result that that luckless pretender'* grovelling nets 
of homage were all wasted. He does not seem to have long 
survived the destruction of his hopes; all tlmt history further 
record* of him is that he died at Cordova, and there is reason 
to belk'A e that the event took place before the end of dii-. 

Ordofio's death dissipated all Snncho's fears, Heekon- 
mg on the support of his allies—the Count of Castile, the 
King of Navarre, and the Catalan Counts Ikirrel and Miron 
—lie twite more assumed an independent attitude, and dis¬ 
regarded his treaty obligations as heretofore. 

\\ \htfkilh | Hi]f KL^dulik ftr W, ifm ft'Ajy i * 0 ntf» (V]ji \i bui-1) 

1 "TV 1 Cl In i KtalAiii) : Ihi* IhW to hovr iwi?» uh*- r i ^ ^ r 

HUhiip rtf* rtrslnrrt, an It t#» U i|m? tlmVn of Lb# NfitrtPtHiiS. 
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Httk.im therefore found himself reluctantly compelled 
to declare war against the Christians. H L turned his 
units against Castile, taking Sun Kslevntt de Gorina/. 
i.\.rt. S>+t:tj. and torn rig I'Vnmn Gons-ule* t" sue lor p'-.ire- 
u peace scarcely concluded before it was broken. Ghalib 
then won the buttle oi Alien/#. ^ aliya iltti Molifiitimetl 
Todjibi. Governor of Zaragoza. defeated Garvin, and that 
king farther lost the important town of Calahorm, which 
Ilnkam surrounded with new fortitiiiatiuie*—at die same 
time rebuilding the mined fortress oi C»ortnuz in l as tilt’. 
In filet, although the Kind if was no lover of war, nnd waged 
it unwillingly, he nevertheless wngeil it so clfect unity Umt 
he tinted his* opponents to sue tor peace, Sambo of Leon 
sought terms m 96& The Counts Borrel and M iron, who 
hml suffered many reverses, followed his example, and under¬ 
took to dismantle such of their fortresses its were nearest 
to the Moslem frontiers. Garda of Navarre also sent certain 
counts and bishops to Cordova, nnd a powerful Galician 
noble, Count Rodrigo Vdiiwjue*. sent bis mother hh an 
envoy, whom flak am received with high honour otid on 
whom he conferred costly gifts. 

The peace which the Khultf hud now made with nearly 
till his neighbours proved a lasting one, ifnkam himself 
ivns :i lover of peace, nnd tlie t bristians were soon alter* 
wards plunged into such hopeless anarchy that it wav usdess 
for tliem to dream of war against the Moslem hiist still 
engaged in negotiations with llnkum. Simrlm hnd attacked 
f tnlifin , which had never submitted to him; and lie Had 
succeeded Ln subjugating the district to the norl h of the 
I>mno, when Count (ionsslvo, who had mussed a large 
force against him to the south of that river, asked for an 
interview with him. This took place, but the treacherous 
Gonsalvo caused poisonous Quit to be given to the king, 
who had no sooner tasted it than he fell his life ebbing. 
Itut though the poison acted upon his heart, it had not an 
immediately fatal effect, By gestures and broken words 
Suiicho expressed a wish to be carried to Leon; but on Llie 
third day of bis journey he died.' 

I [is son Ramiro, third of the name, then only live years 
oh!, succeeded Him. under the guardianship of his aunt 
Elvira, a nun of the convent of San Salvador of Leon ; but 
the nobles would not submit to a woman and u child, and 
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hastened to declare themselves independent. The ‘.tale 
was accordingly parcelled out among a number of petty 
princes, and reduced to complete impotence. An army ut 
eight thousand Himes who had served under Richard l of 
Nitritiatuly and whom that Duke had sent into Spain when 
he Had no further need of them, ravaged UaUdn with 
impunity for three years.* The Queen Regent Elvira 
dared not. therefore, contemplate a renewal of warfare with 
the Arabs. 

Raid*' against Castile continued for some time, hut in 
870 the dentil of Feman Gonzalez procured the KJuiLif 
peace from that quarter Henceforth Ilakain was able to 
indulge his literary tastes and develop the prosperity of 
bis country. 

Never had so learned a prince reigned in Spain, and 
although alt his predecessors had been men of culture, win* 
loved to enrich their libraries, none of them had sought >u 
eagerly for rare and precious liooks. At t'aiixj, linghdud. 
Damascus and Alexandria, liaktim hail agents who copied, 
or bought for him—grudging no cost—ancient and modern 
manuscripts, With these treasures his palace overflowed: 
mi all sides, too. were to he seen copyists, binders, and 
illuminators. 

The catalogue of the Kind it's library occupied forty-four 
volumes, of which each comprised twentj sheets— or fifty 
according to some chroniclers—though they contained only 
the titles of the works. Some writers assert that the 
number of volumes amounted to four hundred thousand. 
Ail of these volumes Hakmn had read, and most of them lie 
had annotated. At the beginning or end of cadi book to 
wrote the name, surname, and patronymic of its author, hi*' 
family and tribe, with the year of his birth mid that of Ills 
death, and anecdotes relating to him. These notices were 
precious r no one was more learned in literary history than 
Ilnkmn. and his annotations were always lidd authoritative 
by Andalusian scholars, Rooks composed in Persia and 
Syria were often known to him before they had liecn read 
by sd mlan in the East, I .earning that an historian of 
•Iriik, Ahtl !-Earaj ;il-lsfalnmi, was engaged oil a history of 
Arab poets and minstrels* he sent him n thousand dinars. 

1 fcW J|H WtftlUfll nflMi mi pw- i’ r +r.hrtrhi'* « I J , Pfi. “1*1 
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witli a rt-ijULsi Umt be would trims mil to lum a copy of bis 
work when completed* Abu iFamj. lull ot gratitude, 
listened to comply with bis wish* Before publishing his 
splendid mithology, still the admiration of tin- learned, he 
stni the Kind if of Spain a careful copy, together with n 
poC ::, ill his honour, and a work on the genealogy ot the 
Omuyvittl. tie wns rewurdtcl by another gift lliikam s 
liberality to the Jearned, whether Spaniards or foreigners, 
was i 1 id ceil boundless, and they accord ingly flocked to his 
Court, The monarch encouraged mid protected them an- 
•even philosophers, who were at last enabled Lo demote 
Lbem.seIves to their studies without the tear of being 

massacred by bigots. , 

All branches of learning flourished under so enlightened 
u pritH'e. The primary schools were gond and 1 mine runs. 
Ill Andalusia nearly every one could read and write, while 
in C hristian Europe persons in most exalted positions— 
unless they Wlongcd to the clergy—remained illiterate. 
Grammar and rhetoric were also taught in the stlum ,s. 
Hokum, however* lielicved tlml instruction was not yet as 
widely diffused us it ought to be, and in he tender sohci- 
lixdt for the iM.wej # cwise*, lie founded hi the Capital 
twenty-seven seminaries, in which eliildren of poor parents 
were educated gratuitously, the teachers being paid out <»t 
the Kindi fs privy purse. The University of Cordova was 
then one of the most, renowned in the world. In the 
principal Mosque for it was there thuL lectures were 
dL-livcred-Al.il Bnkr ibn Mu'lwiya the KumshUr treated 
of the traditions relating to the Prophet Ah A Ah ol-Koli. 
or Baghdad, there dictated a large and admirable ™tn- 
pihitWu containing an immense amount of iiuiwus m- 
formation concerning the ancient Arabs, their P rnv< ^ ki¬ 
lljoy ! uni: in mo, and tlicir poetry. This miscellany he alter- 
wards published under the title of AmM. or " Dictations 
Grammar was taught by tbn al-Kiitiyya, whoi m id-Kah * 
opinion was the most erudite grammanan of bpaui. I be 
representatives of other sciences were no less renowned. 



law—for that science was then the gateway to the most 

lucrative posts. ,, 

tit the bosom of this University was nurtured a man 
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whose fame was destined to fill not only Spain but tile 
whole world, and whose marvellous elirecr must now omipy 
our attention. 
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CHAPTER VI 

I BN A lit 'AMIlt 

( \NK day, early in the reign of lUknm 11. five student* 
I supped together beneath the trues of a garden in the 
outskirts of Cordova- After the meal the boon-companions 
waxed merry over their dessert'—all. Unit is* save one, who 
sat in silent thought This young man was bill and well- 
favoured ; his countenance revealed nobility, pnde— perhaps 
arrogance ; and liis mien was that of a man bom to command. 
At last, awaking from his reverie, lie cried abruptly—^ Mark 
my words : some day t shall In: ruler of this country ! His 
comrades hurst into laughter at this exclamation, but the 
speaker was not disconcerted i “ Now, lei each of you, 
continued Lie, “ name thcoflice he desires, and I iviH canfti 
it upon liini when f attain to power. 

«■ t;<Kxir' cried one of the students, “these fritters are 
excellent; if it is all one to von. make me Inspector of 
Markets_and then 1 shall enjoy to my heart s content 

cates that cost me nothing 1 " 

■■ As for me,’ 1 said another, “ 1 doat upon these tigs from 
my native province. Appoint me Rady of Malaga. . 

' Then ijuoth the third. 11 These delicious gardens arc a 
great delight to me: I crave to be made Prefect of the city. 

Hie fourth student, however, held his peace, taking 
umbrage at the overweening airs of His comrade- Ihit tlie 
latter, with insistence, demanded of him his wish- I he 
Student thus urged sprang up. and twitching him by the 
beard, replied, “ When Hum governed Spain, sorry braggart 
that thou art, thou mayest order me to be .smeared with 
honey, to attract bees and gad-flies, and then, seated on 
a jackass, with my face to the tail, to lie led through the 
streets of Cordova l” 

His fellow-student glanced fiercely at the speaker, hut 
mastering his wrath with an effort, replied t " tso lie* it ■ 
Each of you shall have Ills wish. The day will rorne when 
1 shall call to mind all that each has said. ‘ 

The repast ended, the company dispersed, and the student 

«!T 
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who had indulged in sLicrli whimsical and grandiose conceits 
l a-took ItinudFto Hit? House of one of ids maternal relative, 
where he lodged. His host accompanied him to Ids Utile 
chamber on the upper ftoot and tried to draw him into con¬ 
versation ; but the young man, absorbed in Lbought, replfed 
only in i no nos vl la Ides. Seeing that he eon kl extract nothing 
from him. His host bade him" good-night "and left the room. 
Next morning, since the student did not appear at breakfast. 
bis kinsman mounted to the garret to arouse him. and ob¬ 
serving; with surprise that the couch had not been laid upon, 
and tlmt the youth was sitting upon a bend), life head sunk 
upon his breast, exclaimed, “it would appear that you him 
pushed a sleepless night! “True! replied the student: 
“ I have been kept awake by perplexing thoughts.'' “And 
their subject i ” "I have been bethinking myself w hom l 
slid I nominate os Kady when 1 govern Spain, and when the 
present Kadv is dead. ! have men tally passed the whuk 
realm under review, and I have only found one man worthy 
of the office." “And he. perchance. is Mohammed ibn as- 
Siilim ?” 1 “Marvellous! that is the very man! How 
strangely we accord!” It is clear that the student was 
obsessed by a fixed idea—an idea which was his dream by 
day. hut at night deprived him of sleep. / 

Let us iinjiiire into the lineage of Litis youth, who though 
lost in the crowd thaL thronged the Capital, indulged in such 
high hopes, and who, though without u friend at Court, whs 
convinced that one day lie would become the chief Minister 
of State. 

His name was Abu 'Amir Mohammed, liis family, 
that of tins Beni Abi ‘Amir, belonging to the Yemenite tribe 
of M ou fir. was noble, hut not illustrious. His ancestor 
‘Abd nl-Mnlik„ : one of the few Arabs found in tlie Berber 
army' with which Tank invaded Spain, distinguished burnt 11 
in command of the division which captured Cnrtcyn, the first 
Spanish town to fail into the hands of the Moslems/ As » 
reward for his services the Castle of Torrox, situated on the 
river Guadiaro in the province of Algcctras, was conferred 
upon hiio, with its demesne. 'Abd atMalik's descendants, 
however, only resided on the estate at rare intervals. They 

1 rULLEin-4 eIuhIhIp-L ilii? -lA-HktlLlii. 
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usually spent their youthful «ew b Cordova With a view 
lu obtaining « footing at Court, or a nuupsteriaI post, Such* 
for iii-.tniii,L t was the coursepursued by both Abu ’Amir Mo- 
Inntmicd ibn al-Waild (great-grandson of ‘Alxt al* Malik), 
mid his son ‘Amir. The last named lmd held many posts, 
ttnd bad been the favourite of the Sultan Mohammed, who 
went so for as to inscribe his name on coins sad standards. 
Mohammed, our young student's grandfather, had been for 
eight years Kfldy of Seville, and 'Alidulbli. hisfather. 'ui' 
a distinguished and very pious theologian ami jurisconsult, 
who bud made pilgrimage to Mecca. The family had 
al wavs aspired to honourable (lliiticcsi, and not without 
success : Abu ‘Amir's grandfather had married the daughter 
of the renegade Yuliya. sou of Isaac the Christian, who, alter 
having been Court physician to ‘Abd-er- Hidnnaii [tl.Jiad 
beet) appointed Vizier and Coventor of iiadajwt. 1 ht 
farther of A lai Amir was Bo nil m, daughter of the in agist rate 
Ibn I tar tal. of the tribe of Temim. Nevertheless, though 
ancient and respectable, this family of the Beni Abi A mir 
ilid iitrt mnk uniting the highw acjstocfluyp; Luoy belongs! 
t«* the nobility of the gown, if the phrase is permissible, and 
not of the sword. No ‘. Wind—''Abd id Malik the lollowcr 
of Tank excepted—had followed the carter of arms, tlien 
that of the highest dignity : all had been cither magistrates 
or court officials, Mohammed himself had been destined 
for the judicature, and the day arrived when be Ijode fan 
well to the crumbling turrets of his niirevtnil home to 
become a student in the Capital, where lie at tended the 
lectures of the celebrated scholars, already mentioned, 
who then graced the Cnivereity. He was a young man 
of mettle and keen intelligence, by nature enthusiastic, < n 
* lowed with a soaring imagination and a fiery temper, the 
slave withal of a single passion, irresistible in its strength. 
The books of his choice were the ancient chronicles of his 
nation, and what chiefly fascinated him in their musty pages 
were the .ulventures of ni«:u who. though starting tmiu n 
much lower station than bis nwii, Jmd reached step by step 
the highest dignities of the State. Such men he took for Jus 
models, and as lie hy no means kept his ambitious thoughts 
to himself, his comrades were sometimes inclined to look 
upon him a - * something of n crack brain. But lie was far 
otherwise. It is true that one idea seemed to absorb all his 
faculties : but this was due to no mental aberration, but to 
the prescience of genius. Endowed with brilliant talents 
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KMurcuftil. resolute, nntl during if need be, but pliant, 
cautious. msil crafty when circumstances demanded—far from 
scrupulous, moreover, as to the menus to he employed in the 
attornment of his high ambition—he could, without pre¬ 
sumption. aspire to all. He possessed to an unequalled 
degree, energy, find the power of an unswerving pursuit of 
a fixed idea; the goal once marked, his will became alerl, 
inflexible, and directed to that single object. Tie made but 
u humble start in life. W lien lie had completed his studies, 
he was driven to support himself by opening an office hard 
by the palace gateway, where lie put into writing the requests 
of those who desired to make petition to the Khnlif. I ,nter 
OI lie obtained a so Wdinate post in the tribunal of Cordova, 
hut he was unable to find bis way into the good graces of 
Jiis chief, the Kady. The holder of that office was then the 
very S bn ns Salim whom Mohammed esteemed so liiglily— 
not, indeed, without reason, for he was a teamed and upright 
•nan, and one ol the best Kadles that Cordova Imd ever 
had ; ' he was, however, of a cold and matter-of-fact tempera¬ 
ment, and had an innate antipathy to persons of n character 
unlike his own, Ilis young subordinate’s unconventional 
ideas, and habitual absent-minded ness, displeased the Kadv 
greatly : lie wished for nothing better than to be ijuit of 
hiiu. and by a singular chance it was the magistrates aver 
sion which procured for Mohammed that which belonged 
lor must a place nt Court. The Kady com plained of his 
assistant to the \ izier Mus-hafy, and asked him to procure 
lor the young man some other employment. Mus-Jiufy re¬ 
plied that he would bear the matter in tnind, and not lung 
afterwards " hen H itkain II was costing about for a steward 
competent to manage the property of bis eldest son ‘Abd- 
er.Rahmfln, then five years old. Mohammed ihn AM ‘Amir 
was recommended for the post bv the Vizier. The anpoint- 
ment tothe stewardship did nut. however, rest solely wit h 
- i * hnljf: it rested, indeed, mainly with his favourite 
’m tana. Aurora.* a Basque by birth, who had an immense 
mthience over her lord. Several candidates were presented 
a ier. among them 1 bn A bi ' Amir, who charmed her bv his 
distinguished appearance and polished courtesy. He' was 
preferred to his rivals, and on Saturday, February 23. fit*?, 
he was appointed steward of •Abd^MUhmutfs property, 
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with a monthly salary of fifteen pieces of gold. H« was 
then twenty-six y^an of age. Mohammed spiited m* pains 
to ingratiate himself still further witli Aurora, and so well 
did he succeed that she appointed hint steward of her 
personal properly, ant! seven months after gaining a footing 
at Court lie was made Muster of the Mint. 1 Thunks to this 
last office considerable sums of money were always at Ms 
command, and he profited by the fact to make friends for 
himself among the great Whenever one of the nobles 
found hiii 1 sett at the end of his resources a condition to 
which their style of jiving often reduced them — lie found 
Mohammed ready to come to the rescue. The story runs, 
for instance, that Mohammed ibn Allah* :l client of the 
IChntifs and a court functionary, when deeply in debt by 
reason ftf his lavish expenditure on Hie occasion of his 
daughter's marriage, brought a bridle adorned with jewels to 
the Mint, and asked Il»n AM *Amir to advance him sonic 
money on the security of this article: it was, he added, the 
only valuable possession left to him. Scarcely bad Ibn 
Allah finished speaking before the Muster of the Mint 
ordered an assistant to weigh the piece of harness and to 
give him its weight in silver pieces. Astounded by such 
generosity—for the leather and iron-work of the bridle were 
very heavy—[ho Allah could hardly belieie his ears, hut he 
was convinced that they had not deceived him when, a few 
moments later. In- was desired to hold up his cloak to catch 
n very torrent of silver pieces, sufficient not only to pay his 
debts, but to teas e him u considerable balance. After this 
he was wont to say: " l love lbn AbT Amir with alt my 
soul, and if he were to bid me rebel against my sovereign, I 
should not hesitate to obey him."' 

By such means as these lbn Abi ‘Amir built up a party 
devoted to his interests, but lie deemed it his first duty to 
satisfy every caprice of the Sultana and to load liei with 
gifts such vs she had never before received. Mis devices 
were often highly ingenious. Once, for example, he luid 
the silver model of a palace mode, at a great cost, and when 
the splendid toy was completed, he caused it to lie borne by 
slaves to the Klmjirs palace—to the great marvel of the 
t owns-folk, who had never In?fore seen such a magnificent 
piece of silversmiths work. Aurora was never weary of 
admiring thus costly gift, and henceforth lost 110 opportunity 
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of singing Lhe jiraiscs of her protege and advancing his 
fortunes, The lo&nacy between (Ban grew, indeed, so 
How that it provide*! food for scandal. Ibn Ab> ‘Amir, 
however, did not neglect the other inmates of the harem. 
They were nr raptured hy lus lilierality. the suavity of Jits 
speech, and his incomparable distinction of manner. The 
old Kind if could not understand the situation: "I cannot 
conceive," lie said one day to an intimate friend, ** how this 
young man contrives to gain the hearts of the ladies of my 
harem, I lavish on them everything they can desire, and 
yet no gift that does not conic from him is to their liking. 
I scarcely know whether to regard him as an extremely 
clever servant, or as a potent magician, Hut 1 am never 
quite easy in mv mind about the pntiljc money which passes 
through his hands.” 

Certainty the young Master of the Mint mil great risks 
in the direction hinted of by Hakam. He had Been very 
generous to his friends, but it was at the expense of the 
Treasury, and since his rapid rise had naturally aroused envy, 
his enemies at length accused him before the Kind if of mat* 
versation. He was summoned to appear at the palace with* 
out delay in order to render his accounts and deposit the 
money ibr which he was answerable. He promised to come, 
but hastening to his friend the Vizier thn Ilod&ir, and frankly 
explaining to him his awkward and indeed dangerous plight, 
lie begged him to advaniv the inonev aceessarv to imtk 
up the deficit. I bn iludnir instantly handed him the sum 
required. Forthwith Thu A hi " Amir betook himself to the 
K 1mlif, and producing lus accounts as well as the money for 
which lin y proved him responsible, pul lus accusers to con¬ 
fusion. In their eagerness to disgrace him, they had, hi 
!siet, paved the way to his complete triumph. The Kludif 
fronted them as calumniators, and lavished praises on his 
able and upright Master of the Mint. The latter was loaded 
with new dignities. Early in December, flG8 f llakam con¬ 
ferred liim the post of trustee of vacant cst/ilefe* and 
devea months Inter thnl of Kndy of Seville and N&bMil 
( pan the death uf the young 4 AlwI-er-RuJimRn t he was 
appointed steward to His him, who be™ me heir^pfestiiuptive 
to the throne (July* 070 Nor was thin nil : In February* !*7-> 
Ihn Alii 'Amir w m made commander of the second regiment 
of the fady-gnud, w|m duly it urn to net as the vity 
police* At the age of thirty-one* therefore, lie found him- 
self iiistadkd in live or slit important mid lucrative pust^ 
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He hen ct forth lived in an sppnijnilte style of almost princely 
luxury, The palace which he built at KosAfit was of un¬ 
exampled splendour. There he kept open house: an army 
of sctTvtnri- s and assistunts selected from the highest ranks of 
society tlirongcd its halls: the doorway was ever bem-ged with 
suitors. I bu Abi Amir. moreover, missed no opportunity 
of eourlin^ popularity, and with complete success. Praises 
of his kindness, his courtesy, Ins liberality, his noble char¬ 
acter, were on all men’s lips: there were not two opinions 
on the subject, 

Ittil nl thou all Ike student of Torrox had attained to high 
estate, he would fain mmmt yet higher, it ml with this crul in 
view, he hdil it uIhjvc all things necessary to make friends 
among the generals. Adairs in Mauritania gave bint the 
desired opportunity. 

The war in this country between the partisans of the 
Omayyads imd those of the Pali mid* bad never ceased, but 
its character Imd changed. ‘Abd-er-Hahrmiri 111 Imd warred 
with the Fntimids in order to preserve bis country from 
foreign invasion. I Jut at the epoch of which wc now speak 
1 1 nit danger no longer threatened. The Fat im ids had turned 
their arms against Kgypt. Iti 9fi!> they hud conquered tlmt 
country, mid three years later their K lmlif Mu'ira liad quitted 
Muusuriu, the capital of tin empire, to take up hi-, residence 
on tlie Lanky of the Nile, after having appointed the Ktnhe- 
jite prince, -Uni '1-Fulfill Yusuf i baZ iri, Viceroy of (frikia 
mid Mauribniia. 

Henceforth Spain had nothing to fear from the claimant* 
uf descent from ".AIE. rind since Ins African pxissessiotts cost 
him much more than they yielded. H ilk mil w on Id jierhiips 
have done well to abandon them. The Klmlif deemed, how- 
tier, tlmt such a course would be a stain upon his honour, 
and instead of relinquishing these domains, be mi the 
contrary tried to extend their border*, and with this object 
entered upon a war of conquest against the Edrisid princes 
who held the country on behalf of the Fatimids. 

Hasan ihn Kenrmn. who reigned over Tangier, Anri I In. 
and other places on the coast, was one of their number, lie 
alternately declared himself on the Hide of the Omnvyorfs 
and of the Fiitimids as one or other gained the upper fiuiid: 
but he hud a leaning towards the latter, who seemed to him 
Je*s dangerous than the Omayyads, whose possessions 
marched with bis own. He was the first to declare for 
Abu d-Futub when that viceroy entered Mauritania as a 
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conqueror. Hakam ow«l Ibn Kemriki a grudge tor thh 
defection, and after Atm l-Fptfiti’s departure. lie ordered 
his general lim Tombs * to undertake a punitive expedition 
against him and bring him to his knees. At llu- loginning 
of August. 07*2, Tim TomUts embarked with n large force, 
and having been joined by a great part of the garrison of 
Ceuta he inarched against Tangier, t LjJ 1 Kcmum, who com¬ 
manded there, sallied forth to meet him, but suffered mi 
complete a defeat that lie could not even withdraw into tire 
city. Left to itself. Tangier was soon obliged to surrender 
to the Omayyud admiral, who blockaded the port, while the 
land forces seized Delhi nod Antilk. 

Thus far Lhe Omayvad forces had been victorious, but 
their good fortune was not persistent. Sum moiling fresh 
levies to ids standard, Ibn keimi'm resumed the offensive 
iiiid marched against Tangier. Ilm Tomlos, who conic to 
meet him, was defeated and found death upon the battle¬ 
field. Thereupon all the Edriaid princes raised the standard 
of re volt, and I lakara* officers, who hud retreated to Tangier, 
sent Inin word that if reinforcements were not despatched 
without delay, the Otnnyyad dominion in Mauritania would 
lie at mi end. Realizing the gravity of the danger, Hakam 
immediately determined to send the flower of his army to 
Africa, under his best general, the gallant GhAlib. Sum¬ 
moning him to Cordova, he ordered him to set out forthwith, 
and added. ** Take heed that thou rwtumest os a victor; 
know? that Lhou eansL only atone for u defeat by dying on 
the battlefield. Spare no money ; scatter it lavishly among 
the adherents of the rebels; dethrone all the Edrisids, and 
send them prisoners to Spain," 

tiholib crossed the Straits with a force of picked Spanish 
troopv He landed at Ku-sr-Masmiida, between Ceuta and 
Tangier, and immediately advanced. I hit Kc-nmm tried to 
check him 1 no pitched hat.tie, liowever, took place, but 
serhs of skirmishes which lasted for several days, during 
which trtiidih took measures to bribe the leaders of the 
enemy s army. He succeeded. Seduced by the gold offered 
to them, and by the splendid garments and swords set with 
joweU which dazzled their eyes, almost all Ibn Keuniin s 
officers deserted to the Ouiayyad .standard. The Edrisids 
hud no alternative to throwing themselves into a fortress 
situated on a mountain ridge hot far From Ceuta, bearing 
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tlje appropriate name of 1 * The Kagles 1 Kook, l Ii»_- Khali f 
received with joy the tiding of this first success : hut when 
lie learnt how much money Gh&iib had expended in bribing 
the Berber chiefs he realized that the general had taken 
somewhat too literally the advice lie had given him. In 
fact, whether the treasure of the State had been squandered 
in Mauritania, or stolen, tile expenses with which tW KhnLif 
was saddled passed all measure. With a view to putting 
an end to this prodigality, or peculation, Hokum determined 
to wnd into Africa, as Comptroller*! I enend of Finance, 
some man of tried integrity- Il ls choice fell upon I bn 
AM ‘Amir, whom he appointed Chief Justice of Mauritania, 
with instructions 10 keep a watch over the doings of all 
the generals, and especially over their financial operations. 
At, nic same time he vent orders to his officers, noth civil 
and military, to undertake no measures without previously 
consulting I bn Abi ‘Amir and ascertaining that he approved 
of their plans. 

For the first tinn in his life, Urn AM 'Amir found him¬ 
self in touch with the army and its leaders; hut He would 
doubtless base preferred this to have taken place in 
different ctrcurnKtmiees and under other conditions. I lie 
task which confronted him was one of extreme difficulty. 
Self-interest urged him to ingratiate himself with the 
generals, and yet he found him self sent into the field to 
exercise over them a control which could not fail to lit more 
or less unwelcome. Thanks, however, to the marvellous 
tact of which he alone knew the secret, he was able so 
to conduct matters ns to reconcile his interests and his 

duty. . 

He executed his mission to the entire satisfaction of tire 
Khalil, and at the same time controlled the officers with 
such discretion tliat far from hearing him a grudge as might 
have been feared, they never wearied of singing his praises. 
Neither did he neglect to cultivate friendships with the 
African princes and the chiefs of the Berber tribes, friend¬ 
ships which afterwards proved of great value to him. i le 
initiated himself in wimp life, and gained tire affection of the 
rank and file: a secret instinct perhaps told them tluft in 
this Kady there was the making of a soldier, 

Gh&llb, having brought all the other F.drmds into 
subjection, next proceeded to besiege Urn Kennun in hit 
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ejrry, and since this fortress was, if not impregnable, at nil 
events very difficult lo storm, the Kliolif sent fresh troops 
into Mauritania, drawn From the garrisons which protected 
t)ic northern frontiers of his empire and commanded by 
the Vizier Vnhya ibn Mohammed Todjtbi. Viceroy of the 
N ortl icm 31 arctics, Tiiesc rei nfnrce men Ls iirrived i nOe tober. 

and the siege was thereupon carried on mi vigorously 
that ihn Kcnnt'tu wus Forced to capitulate (towards tlit end 
of February, 074). The terms he asked for and obtained 
were that the lives of his soldiers, his family, and himself 
should he spared, and that they should not be deprived of 
thdr property; but he had to surrender bis Fortress mid 
Intake himself to Cordova. 

Mauritania having been thus pari tied. Glmlib once -re 

crossed the Straits, accompanied by all the Edrisid princes. 
The Kludif and the notables of fordo ms came out to meet 
the victor* and Ghfttib’s triumphal entry was one of the 
most splendid that the capital of the Omayymis had ever 
witnessed f September *21, 074 )* The Khniif showed great 
generosity towards the vanquished, and especially towards 
( bn Kcnnun. He loaded him with gifts of every kind, and 
since bis men. seven hundred in number, were renowned for 
their valour, he took them into his service, and enrolled 
them in the ranks of his army. 

Ghulib's entry into Cordova marked the last red-letter 
day in Hukams life. Not long niter wards, towards 
Uccember, he experienced a serious attack of apoplexy. 
Feeling that Ins end was ut band, he gave himself Up Lo 
good works. He enfranchised a hundred of his slaves, 
reduced by one-sixth the royal taxes throughout the Spanish 
provinces of the empire, and ordained that the rents of the 
saddlers' simps in Cordova, which belonged to him person¬ 
ally, should be devoted, in perpetuity, to the payment ol 
teachers entrusted with the instruction of poor children. 
Affairs of State, with which he could but rarely concern 
himself, he left to the management of the Vizier Mus-hafy. 
and it soon became manifest that another hand was ftt the 
Jit: I in. More thrifty than his master. Mus-hiify came Lo the 
conclusion that the administration of the African province* 
and the maintenance of the Edriaid princes cost the State 
Loo much. Accordingly, having mode the princes enter 
into an enjjagement not to return to Mauritania, he sent 
them to Tunis, whence they proceeded to Alexandria; 
then, recalling from Africa the Vizier Vahyi ibn Mohammed 
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Todjibi, who since Ghnlih's deputise hud been viceroy of 
the African possessions, lie entrusted the latter to two 
native princes, Ju'far and YaIijh, sons of *AIi ibn Horn dim. 
This last measure was dictated to Mus*bjy not merely by 
;t wise economy, but by the i'enr with which the Christians 
•iC the North had inspired him. Emboldened by the 
Khalil's illness, and by the absence of his licst troops, the 
Christians Jiad recommenced hostilities in the Sprung of (i?.v 
and. wiLli the aid of Abu ‘l-Aliwo* Mao. of the family of 
the TiKljibite-s of Zanigo/jj, 1 Lhcy had besieged sevoiid 
>I usulinan fortresses. Musdiafy justly considered tha.lL in 
these circumstances his first care should be tlic defence 
of the country', and as soon os the gallant Yahya ibn 
Mohammed had returned, lie sent him to resume his post 
us Viceroy of the Northern Marches. 

The Khalil’ during the remaining months of his life 
devoted his thoughts exclusively to the best means of secur¬ 
ing the throne to his son, who was yet an infant. Before 
Ids accession to the throne Unicorn hod not seen his fondest 
wish realized—that of king a father—and nt n somewhat 
advanced age he hud despaired of the event, when in the 
year Otia Aurora hud presented him with a son who received 
Liu: name of 1 Abd-er-KalimJkn. Three years later another *<on, 
ilklmtn, whs bom. The Khalif was overjoyed tit the birth 
tif these two children, and from this period ifatcs tilt: almost 
limitless influence which Aurora exercised over her husband. 
Hut the parents' joy was soon dashed; ut an early age the 
cider son, the hope of their declining years, died. HMiflm 
alone survived, and the Klmlif anxiously debated within 
himself whether his subjects, instead of recognising the 
child as their sovereign, would not lie more likely to confer 
1 be crown upon one of his uncles. This uncertainty nu 
<|uiLc natural. Hitherto no monarch had occupied the 
thrune of Cordova during his minority, and a regency was 
extremely repugnant to Arab notions. 1 iaknm, however, 
would not for the world have yielded the succession to any 
other than his son: moreover, bud not nn early prophecy 
predicted that the sceptre would depart from the Omayynd 
dynasty if ever the succession should diverge from the 
direct line • 

To secure the throne to his son, the Klmlif considered 
that the most effectual means would he to cause allegiance 
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to him to he sworn as soon us possible. Kor this purpose 
he convoked a solemn session of the notables of the realm. 
On the day appointed * he announced his intentions to tin* 
assembly, and invited all the members to sign an instrument 
declaring llisham heir to the crown. None dared to with¬ 
hold his signature, and the Khalil' further ordered Urn Aid 
'Amir, and Maishr. the Secretary of State (one of Aurora's 
Ireedmeits 1 Lo cause a number of copies of the document 
to be made and distributed throughout the Spanish and 
African provinces, with an invitation not only lo Hie 
notables nut to the people at large to append their signatures 
thereto. This order was immediately complied with, mid 
since awe of the Khalif precluded disobedience,, signatures 
were everywhere forthcoming. Henceforth Hishitn’s name 
was inserted in the public prayers, and J lakam died (Octolx r 
t. 07SJ.* in the firm conviction that his son would succeed 
him, and that if need be, Mus-hafy, with I bn Abi 'Amir 
whom he bad anointed ClumbaltU], would know how to 
make the Andalusians keep the oath which they bad taken. 

’ I nk o; a. 
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H A RAM breathed hi* lost in the arms at' his two chief 
eunuchs. Triyik and -f&udhar. They alone knew that 
the raid had comes and they resolved not to announce Jus 
death until they had determined on the line of action most 
advantageous to themselves. 

Although slaves, these two tunuelis—one of whom held 
the office of Keeper of the Wardrobe mid the other that of 
<;ntnd Falconer— 1 were exalted personages, and possessed no 
trilling power. They lied in their pay. and at their beck and 
eall. a large number of armed attendants who were neither 
cunudis nor slaves. besides these, they had under their 
orders a body of a thousand Shiv eunuchs, who. though 
slaves of the Kholff. were men of substance, owning 
mansions and broad domains. 'Hie members of this corps, 
which was looked upon as 1 he chief ornament of the C ourt, 
enjoyed unbounded privileges. They victimised and mal¬ 
treated the Cordovans in thousand ways, and the KJinlif, 
despite bis love of justice, had always shut his eyes to their 
misdoings and even to their crimes. To any who drew his 
attention to the acts of violence committed by the Slavs he 
had one unvarying reply: *' These men arc the guardian* of 
my harem ; they possess my full confidence, and 1 cannot 
tie for ever reprimanding them; but J feel convinced that if 
my subjects will treat them with the courtesy and rcsjaH-t, 
which is their right, they will find no cause for complaint" 
Thus unduly (tampered. these Slavs grew vain and arrogant 
They came to regard themselves as the most influential 
body in the State, and their leaders. Tajik mid Jaudhar, 
really imagined that the choice of a new Khalil rested with 
themselves alone. Neither of them had relished the idea of 
HishiLinN succession. If he ascended the throne during his 
minority, the minister Mtisdmfy, between whom and them 
sdves no love was lost, would lie the actual ruler, and 
tiieir influence would decline. 1 he nation Imd. it is true, 
alreadv sworn allegiance to HisIjiVrii; hut the two eunuchs 
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appraised a political oath Hi its real Milne, and were well 
await that the majority of those who had Liken it luui done 
30 reluctantly: they were equally well aware that public 
opinion was averse to a regency, mid that the people would 
ill brook a temporal and spiritual ruler who had not yet 
attained his twelfth year. On the other hand, they hoped 
easily to repair their gravely damaged popularity, if. til 
response to a general demand, they conferred the crown on 
a prince of maturcr age. To these considerations there whs 
to he lidded another, namely, that such a prince would I jo 
under deep obligations to those to whom he owed his acces¬ 
sion, and that therefore they might look forward to governing 
in his name. The eunuchs therefore speedily resolved to 
set E lishmn aside, and further agreed to offer the throne to 
Ins uncle Mughira, then twenty-seven years old, on the 
condition, however# that he would nominate hi-, nephew ;is 
his successor—for they were unwilling to appear ready <o 
disregard wholly their late master's wishes. 

“And now that our plan of action is resolved upon, 
said Jaudhar, " let us straightway summon Musdmfy to our 
presence, behead him, and then proceed to carry out our 
project.'' But Fiiyik. who wns less far-sighted, but more 
humane, than his colleague, shuddered at the idea of murder. 
** Wouldst thou, my brother, slay our master's Minister.' 
he cried, “though he hath done nothing worthy of deal!) > 
Let us not tiegin by shedding innocent blood I In my 
opinion Mus-bufy is not to be feared, and will not hinder 
our designs." Jaudhar did not share this belief, but since 
Fiiyik was his official superior, he was constrained to yield 
the point. The two eunuchs thereupon decided to wm 
over Mus hafy by soft words, and summoned him to riie 
palace. On his arrival they informed him of the Khalits 
death. and having unfolded their scheme, requested his co¬ 
operation. The eunuclis design was altogether hateful to 
the Minister, but knowing the men, and what they were 
capable of, he feigned approval, “Your project," said lie, 
*' is certainly the wisest possible. Proceed with it, and my 
friends and I will help you to the extent of our power. You 
will do well, however, to secure the assent of tne chid men 
of the realm; this will be the best means of preventing a 
revolt. As for me, my duty is plain : I will guard the gate¬ 
way of the palace, and await your orders." 

Having thus succeeded in inspiring the eunuchs with ji 
false sense of security, Mus-lmfy called some of Ids friends 
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together, including his nephew Hishiim, Ibn Abi "Amir. 
Zjyftd ibn Aflah (0 client of Ifakam II), Kiiahit ibn 
Mohammed ;>on of the gentml Ibn Fopilos who had been 
in .Africa while lighting ngaiiht Ibn Kennim!. tnui 
other persons of inHuenee. He summon mi also the captains 
of the Spanish troops, mid the officen* of the African regi¬ 
ment on which he felt most reliance—that of the fiett) 
Uir/cl. 1 laving mustered ail his partisans he informed them 
of the Khalifs death mid of the eunuchs' scheme, mid then 
went on to sny: *• S f HkhAm ascends the throne we shall 
have naught to fear and WC can act as we will ; but if 
Mttghira supplants him we shall lose our offices, and perhaps 
our lives, for that prince hates us. 

The whole assembly were of his mind, mid further re¬ 
solved to frustrate the eunuchs project by putting Mug him 
to death before lie learned his brother's decease. Mus-liafy 
acquiesced in this design ; but when be proceeded to inquire 
who was prepared to carry it out, he met with no response. 
No Dlltf seemed willing to dishonour himself by such a deed. 

[bn Abi ‘Amir thereupon addressed the assemblage: 
M t ailurc in our policy/' said \it t " not to t*c thought of. 
Wr an; determined to support our leader: hU orders must 
Ik- obeyed; and since none of you appears willing to carry 
tin- matter through* I myself will undertake it* with i^iis 
chiefs permission. Have no fear, but put your trust in me. 
These avoids excited general surprise. It was not expected 
that a civilian official would take upon himsell an nssassi- 
nntinri which warriors familiar with bloodshed shrank from. 
His offer was, however, eagerly accepted; it was moreover 
agreed on all I lands that Ibn Abi ‘Amir was the verv man 
to give effect to the policy determined on! Had lie not 
the honour of fusing admitted to the intimacy ot the Ivindi 
His ham and of enjoying the esteem of mirny other members 
of tin- royal family * Who, then, could be better htted for 

carrying out so delicate a task ? ,, . 

ibn Abi Amir forthwith mounted bis home. and- 
accompanied by the General Itedr. a body-guard of a 
hundred men, mid some Spanish squadrons, lie proceeded to 
Mughira's palace. Upon reaching it lie posted the Itody- 
tflinrd at the gateway, formed a cortlon round the plW 
with the other troops- mid entering unattended the apart¬ 
ments of the prince, informed him that the Khald 'vas no 

1 A ctllffii oi * A Mnrf’Jli'hfnili lit* 
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more and that HishAm luui muttded him. 11 Neverthe¬ 
less, 1 ' he added, “the Viziers. fear that the latter circum¬ 
stance may not meet with your approval* and they have 
sent me to inquire your feelings on the mutter. 

The prince turned pale at these words. He knew their 
import only Loo well, and seeing the sword hanging over 
his head, he replied in a Lrembluig voice; " Words full me 
to tell thee how much my brother’s death grievetlt me, but 
1 rejoice to hear that my nephew hath succeeded Emu. 
May his reign Ike Jong and prosperous! Ik so good as to 
inform those who sent thee that I will obey them in all 
things, and that I shall keep the oath of allegiaiire to 
Htshkrn which I have already taken. Exact from me wind 
pledges thou wilt; but, if thou hast come for another 
purpose. 1 entreat thee to have pity on me. All! 1 conjure 
thee by the Eternal to weigh well thy intentions and to 
spare my life-1;" 

I bn A hi 'Amir was stirred with compassion for Lhe 
young prince, and, won over by Ins candour, believed in 
the sincerity of his protestations. He had not blenched at 
the iilca of murder when he deemed it essential for the 
welfare of the State and his own self interest, hut he hud no 
desire to imbrue his hands in the blood of a tttim from whom 
he believed nothing was to la’ feared. He Accordingly 
despatched a note to Mus-Jmfy tn the effect that the prince 
was unfi iguedly well-disposed, and need cause no mis¬ 
givings, and on these grout ids he asked to he authorized to 
spare Mughiras life, 'flic soldier whom he sent with this 
missive to Mus-hnfy soon brought the reply. U ended 
with these words: * ■■ Vour scruples will ruin ulL and I 
begin to suspect you are playing us false. Do vour duty* 
nr we put another in your place,” 

Jbn Abl ‘Amir showed this letter to the prince, whose 
sentence of death it was; then, unwilling to ire witness of 
the dreadful deed about to be done, lie quitted the room 
and hade the soldiers enter it. They knew full well what 
was. expected of them. Having strangled their victim they 
Eiung his body in an adjoining chamber, and informed tin: 
domestics* that Mughira had hanged himself upon their 
insisting on Ids rendering homage to his nephew. Soon 
afterwards they received orders from Tim AM -Amir to 
bury the corpse in the hall and to wall up the doorways. 

Ilis task accomplished, I bn Abl ‘Amir returned to the 
Minister and informed Eton that his orders had been curried 
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tmL Mus-hiify thanked him warmly, and in evidence of UU 
gratitude hade him sit by his. side, 

Foyikatid .litudhnr speedily discovered Hint Mus-hafy had 
ftvct-resched them and hud bullied their scheme, ltot.li ol 
11 lent were enraged, but especially -laud bar. “Now you 
will admit.” t ried he to hi* colleague, " that 1 was right 
when I urged that the removal of Mus-liafy should have 
been our first step—but you would not heed me. I hey 
were, however, constrained to put a good face on the matter, 
and. seeking on audience with the Minister, made their 
excuses, admitting that their hasty proposal was injudicious, 
and that his own policy was far preferable. Mus-hofy, 
although he Hated the eunuchs with a hatred which was 
fully reciprocated, did not see his wav to punishing them »t 
the'moment; he therefore ostensibly accepted their apology 
and. to all appearance, peace was restored. 

On the following morning, 1 the inhabitants of t ordova 
were summoned hv proclamation to present themselves at 
the palace. Upon their arrival they found the young prince 
already in the throne’room. Near him stood Mus-hofy, 
with Fayik and Jaudhar on either hand. The other 
dignitaries were also id attendance. The Kmiy llm us 
Sulim administered the oath, first to the uncle* and cousin* 
of the monarch, and then to the Viaiers, the court official*, 
the chief iCurashites and the notables of the city. V\ hen 
this had been done Jbn A hi Amir was intrusted with the 
administration of the oath to the rest of the assembly. 
This was no easy task, tor some present were recalcitrant. 
Thanks, however, to his eloquence and persuasive power. 
Dm Abi ‘Amir met with such success that not more than 
two or three persons persisted in their refusal. Everyone 
had a word of praise for the tact and ability displayed on 
this occasion by the Master of the Mint. 

Thus far all had gone smoothly for Mus-hafy and Ins 
adherents, and the horizon seemed cloudless. The populace, 
to judge l>v their calm attd submissive attitude, hud become 
reconciled to the idea of a regency, though lately it hud 
inspired them with aversion and dismay. Hut appearances 
were deceitful; fires yet smouldered beneath the ashen 
crust. In privacy curses were invoked on the greedy and 
ambitious magnates wlm hud seized the supremacy and had 
inaugurated their reign by the murder of the luckless 
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Moglifdu The ciinticlts took tare to foment disa(Teelion 
among the inhabitants of Cordova, and before long the 
spirit of discontent become so strong that at any moment 
it might tiame into revolt, I Ini Alii ‘Amir, who'was under 
no illusion with regard to popular sentiment, advised Mih- 
hafy to over awe the crowd by a display of military force* 
to arouse their deep-seated loyalty by showing them their 
youthful Khalif, and to conciliate them by the uholitiou of 
some impost. The Minister approved of these measures, 
and it was decided that the young Khalif should be presented 
to the people on Saturday. October 7 . On the morning of 
that day, Mus-lndy. who hitherto had borne only the ti t le 
of Vizier, was promoted—or rather, promoted himself— to 
the office of Hdjih, or Prime Minister, while I bn Abi ■Amir, 
by tiie expressed with of Aurora, w»s advanced to the 
dignity of Vizier, and entrusted with the government of the 
State jointly with Mus-hafy, Hisldni II then rode on 
horseback through the streets of the Capita], escorted, by a 
large laxly of troops and accompanied by Ibn Abi ‘Amir. 
At the same time a decree was promulgated abolishing Uie 
duty on oil, one of the most odious of the taxes, because 
pressing most heavily on the lower classes. These measure, 
especially the Inst, produced the predicted effect, and since 
thn Abi ‘Amir had been direful to noise it abroad, through 
Iits friends, that it was he who had suggested the abolition 
of the oil-tux, the humbler townsfolk, amongst whom riots 
generally originated, acclaimed him the true friend of the 
poor. 

1 he eunuchs ne vertheless continued to hatch conspiracies, 
and Mus-hafy was informed by his spies that persons strongly 
suspected of acting as intermediaries between the eunuchs 
ami their trie mb outside the palace were forever passing 
mnl reputing through the Iron Gate. To facilitate vigil¬ 
ance the Prime Minister caused this portal to be walled up* 
so that the only entrance to the palace was hy Way of the 
Sodda Gate. Me further adjured Ibn Abi ‘Amir to uie hijt 
best endeavours to entice from their allegiance to 1'Avik and 
Jaudhar those of their armed attendants who were neither 
eunuchs nor slaves. This Ibn Abi ‘Amir undertook to do. 
and thanks to bribes uin] promises he Miccewicd so well that 
Hye hundred men quitted the service of the two eunuchs for 
lib own. Since he could in addition reckon on the support 
of the African regiment of the Beni Birzcl, his forces were 
now tnr superior to those of his opponents. Jaiidhor was 
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well aware of thin, ami in high dudgeon at the turn matters 
(nut taken, he tendered his resignation ns Grand Falconer 
mid sought peremv-ioii to ijiiit tin- Khalil's palace. Tlis 
step was, however, merely a ruse. hi the belief that his 
services were indispensable, he felt sure that his request 
would he refused, and that lie would then have the oppor¬ 
tunity of dictating to his adversaries the terms on which lie 
would retain his olHce Hut his hopes were dashed: his 
resignation was accepted. .Inud liar’s adherents were greatly 
exasperated, mid launched out into threats and invectives 
against Musrhafy and I bn Abi Amir. (>ne of their chief 
men. Dorri, the anixliamlwrhun, made himself conspicuous 
by the violence of his language. Mus-luity wenrdmgly 
u’rgfid Ihn Abi ' Amir to dud some means of getting rid of 
this man. The means lav ready at hand. Dorri was lord 
of Baeza, and tire inhabitants of that district had suffered 
much through the tyranny and greed of their iiuutci i 
agents. Ibti Abi ‘Amir seized his opportunity, lie 
privately assured the people of Bncza that if they wished to 
lodge a complaint against tlreir bird and his deputies they 
might feel confident that the Government would decide in 
their favour. They took the hint, and Dorri was summoned, 
under an order from the Kiutlii. to appear at the \ i/icr s 
palace in mder to be brought to account In-fore his subjects, 
lie obeyed, but on reaching the palace and finding himself 
confronted by a strong military force, he feared for his life, 
uud would lain have retraced his steps. . Ihn Abi Amir, 
thereupon. seizing him hv the throat, detained him. T ra t lie 
scuffle which ensued Dorri clutched his adversary by the 
heard. Ilm Abi * Amir instantly called the soldier-, to his 
assistance. The S panish troops'did not stir: they held the 
lord of Baezu too much in awe to lay hands upon him. But 
the Item llirzd had no such scruples: they rushed forward, 
seized Dorr!, anti liegau to maltreat him. A blow from the 
flat of it sword laid him senseless on the ground. Me wan 
carried to his residence, where during the night lie was 

despatched. , . . . 

Conscious that by this murder they had declared war 
against the Slavs, the two ministers instantly took decisive 
measures, Kiyik and his friends received an order fim*' 
the Khalil' tn'qnit tire palace without delay: tlrey were 
then indicted upon a charge of malversation. and mule ted 
in heavy penalties, which by impoverishing them effectually 
prevented them from henceforth injuring the minister.. 
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Fayik, who was deemed the mot dangerous man among 
Ulem. was t rented with still greater rigour, being banished 
to one of the Hal ear if islands, where he eventually died. 
The eunuchs who were less deeply implicated were retained 
in their posts, and one of them, Sokr, was appointed 
Chamberlain and Captain of the Body-guard. These 
measures, although suggested to the duumvirs bv self' 
interest, nevertheless made for their popularity. The hatred 
felt by the Cordovans towards Lhe Slavs, at whose hunch 
they had suffered so iiiueli. was intense; not less their jov 
at the ruin of their persecutors. 

Ou the other hand the t«ovemmi:nt caused grave dis¬ 
quietude by their inaction against thi- Christians of the 
North, Tilt latter, w)id, as wr have seen, renewed hos¬ 
tilities as soon as Ilakani 11 fell sick, grew bolder and 
holder, and pushed their during forays to the very gates of 
Cordova. Mus-hnfy lacked neither money nor men where* 
with to repel then), but he was wholly ignorant of war and 
took no efficient steps to defend, the country. The Sultana 
Aurora naturally felt alarm at the advance of the Christians 
and the consequent disquietude of the Andalusians. She 
confided her fears to Ibn Aht ‘Amir, who had long been 
indignant at the feebleness itnd Incapacity of Ids colleague, 
nnd he reassured the Sultana by declaring that if lie were 
granted adequate supplies and given the command of the 
army he would guarantee the defeat of the enemy. 

The upshot of this conference was that Ibn Abi ‘Amir 
candidly* pointed out to his colleague that if he persisted in 
inaction power would soon slip from Ids grasp, and that it 
was not only his duty but his interest to take energetic 
si-jps without delay. Mus-haly, recogiiisuig the force of 
ilus advice, assembled his Viziers and proposed the despatch 
of an expedition against the Christians. This proposal was 
approved, though not unanimously; the assembly, indeed, 
showed itself mainly concerned about the command of the 
army; for the responsibility seemed to them do great that 
not one ol the t izim was desirous of taking it upon him¬ 
self, ^ •*. I will undertake to lead the troops,” said Dm AH 
'Amir iiL hist, “ou condition that 1 may select them myself, 
and that I am accorded a subsidy of a hundred thousand 
pieces of gold. The sum mentioned seemed exorbitant to 
one of thc_ \ iziers, and he said so. “ Very good, retorted 
Ibn Abi 'Amir, " take two hundred thousand and command 
the army yourself—if you dare! " But the Vizier did not 
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dare, oral it was resolved to entrust Thn Ain ‘Amir with the 
command, und to supply him with the aim stipulated. 

\Vith a forte of picked troops, selected from all parts of 
the empire. Urn A hi ‘Amir set out, towards the end uf 
February, U77, Crossing the frontier. In hid siege t» the 
fortress of Los Baftos,'one of those rebuilt by Ramiro H 
after his notable victory at Sinutncas. Making himself 
master of the suburbs lie secured much booty, and about 
the middle of A pril he returned to Cordova with a Urge 
Humber of prisoners. The result of this campaign, although 
df little practical importance, caused, ns was. natural in t he 
circumstances, great delight in the Capital. For the first 
time since the war began the Mimilman array had taken the 
offensive, and had indeed taught the enemy a lesson width 
they tuok to heart so effectually that henceforth they no 
longer disturbed the slumbers of the Cordovans. This was, 
of course, no small boon to t.lie townsfolk, and for the 
moment they naked for nothing more: hut if they exag¬ 
gerated the success achieved, it is impossible to overrate the 
importance of the campaign to Ihn A hi 'Amir liinisell'. 
Desirous of winning tilt' affection of the army—still perhaps 
somewhat mistrustful of rh< i \ Kady who had ltccome a 
general—he lavished upon it the money which he Slid 
received its a subsidy, mid throughout the Campaign all 
were welcome to his table. This policy was crowned will: 
vuecess. Officers and men were enraptured by the Vizier* 
affability—not to speak of his munificence; and the skill ot 
his cooks. Henceforward, he could rely upon their devo¬ 
tion : so long as he continued thus bountifully to reward 
their services they were ins. ftody and soul. 

* At*b (Jlfttttictkc fill il Alhiima. 4. IHtnJ |t»hili,thm t>t Tallin.-. t!ip um- 
i[i|iltnl tiy fttmpiro tu Btr tobfani Ijh Ban cm 
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CHAPTER VIII 

THE FALL OF MCS*HAFY 

4 S Urn Abi ‘Amir's power increased Mus- turfy's influcntt' 
-“i proportionately waned. The latter was a man of nteilb 
oere abilities. He sprang from a humble stock, but his 
fathers Berber of the district of Valencia, had been Uakam's 
t Litor, and the son bad early shared the affection and esteem 
which that prince had Mt for the father. Mus-hafy. more- 
over, was not lacking in those accomplishment which 
1 inkaiu chiefly appreciated l he was a man of letters a net 
a poet. II is good fortune had been surprising. At first 
Iiitkani s private secretary, he had become successively com¬ 
mander of tile second division of the city guard. Governor 
of Majorca, and first Secretary of State. But be had never 

■ Ncccedcd in forming friendships. He had all an upstart s 
arrogance : and his insufferable vanity galled the nobles. 

J ^ . ^spised him for his mean extraction. Upon bccomm^ 

■ rinje Minister he seemeti at first desirous of competing 
ins nnift. hut he soon resumed hi* ovctweetiiiur airs. His 

integrity was gravely suspected, It is true that but few 
Ugh functionaries were then free from a like reproach, and 
V s V\ peculations might have been condoned if he had 
slwred (he spuds with others—tut, quite unpardonable. lie 
kept them ,ot Himself. He Jay open, moreover, to a charge 
uf iicpatifttn; almost nil jx^ts of importance were occupied 
y his mjiis and nephews. Of the talents requisite fora 
statesman, Muvlinfy possessed none. In mutters lying 
outside mere routine he could neither cotne to a decision 
nor take action; it consequently became Uic duty of others 
fo decide ant to act for him, and it was to I bn Abi ‘ Amir 
Hint he usually turned. Would the latter for long remain 
contented with the role of confidant and adviser which Mus 
bary wnsj«d him to play? Fur sighted observers doubted 
1 \H the time w ;ti ,,-it fir distant when Ihn 

Um Amir would be actual instead of virtual Prime Minister. 
And hey were nght Ibn Abi ‘Amir had already deter 
mined to compass Mttshafys downfall: to that 'end he 
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worked assiduously but secretly. His demeanour towards 
bis colleague remained unchanged; lie continued to treat 
him with uiidiminished outward respect; but behind the 
scenes he thwarted him at all points, and never let slip an 
opportunity of calling A urom s attention to his blundering 
incapacity- Mus-hafy suspected nothing of this; Ibn -Vhi 
'Amir, fiir from inspiring him with fears, was regarded by 
him as his best friend; the man Mus-hufy dreaded was Glmlib, 
Governor of the Frontier, whose influence over the army 
was unbounded. Ghiilib, for In'- part, hated and despised 
Mus-hafv, and was at no pains to conceal the fact. -Justly 

f iroud of the laurels he had won on countless battlefields, 
ie was indignant that a mere nonentity, a man who had 
never drawn sword, should become Prime Minister. He 
boldly declared that the high oflicc was his own of right. 
Theoretically, he was under Mus-hafys orders; hid he 
'showed clear Is* enough by his conduct Unit the (•ovemment 
could not reckon on his support. Since llakani s deal It, he 
had waged war against the Christians with » supine ness 
which sorted but ill with the notorious vigour of ills cluw- 
actor. Thus far he had committed no act of treachery 
or of overt rebellion, nor luul he sought the aid of the 
Christians; but his conduct hinted that Ixdbrv long he 
might do sill tii£^ things mid in that cjim Ui© dowiifiul of 
the Minister was inevitable. It would be fajpowiiih for 
Mus-hafy to stand against the ablest general mid the lies! 
troops in the empire, with the Leonese and Castfham *s 
their allies. Moreover, »t the very first check lie experi¬ 
enced his numerous enemies would seize their opportunity, 
and deprive him of his oflicc, his wealth, and perhaps ins 

tin i ... . , , 

Mus-hafv was not so obtuse as to he blind to the dangers 
which threatened him, and in his anxiety he sought counsel 
from his Viziers, and especially from I bn A hi ‘Anur. He 
was urged by them to purchase Chubb's . friendship at all 
costs. Mus-hafy assented, end Ibn Abi *Amir tendered his 
offices as mediator. The coming campaign, he observed, 
would give him an opportunity of conferring with the 
General, and he would do his utmost to bring about the 
desired recoileiliation. 

Hut Ibn Abi Amirs intentions belied Ids words. Jo 
attain the pinnacle of glory pointed out by his soaring ambi¬ 
tion he did not disdain to follow the most tortuous methods, 
and instead of trying to reconcile the rivals, he determined 
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to set them more bitterly at variance. He took steps accord¬ 
ingly. Whilst he assured Mus-hafy of his whole-hearted 
devotion to his interests, he expatiated to Aurora on Glmlibs 
bri lliunl a hi li tics: he ceased not to urge that the services 
of that general could not be dispensed with, and that they 
must be secured by granting him u higher title than Hint 
which he already enjoyed. Nor was his perfidious advice 
fru it less. By An mrn's i j 1 1 luence G halt b w» s promoted to the 
dignity oT Dim 7- IVrStralttm 1 (chief civil nod military ad¬ 
ministrator) and Generalissimo of the Army of tlie Frontier, 
Mus-hxfv. tor his part, far from opposing this promotion, 
approved it, for 11m A hi 'Amir had assured Inin that it was 
the first step towards & reconciliation. 

Un May '2-’trd. only a month aftc r bis return to t onlo\a, 
Mm A hi ‘Amir, who had just been appointed Commander 
in-Chief of the Army of the Cnpitnl, set forth mt his second 
expedit inn. At Madrid he hud an interview with t Audit), to 
whom he showed the greatest deference, and whose heart he 
won by declaring that he considered Mus-bafy quite un¬ 
worthy of his high office. A firm uitiuncc soon sprang up 
between the two generals, who agreed to work together to 
overthrow the Prime Minister. Then,crossing the frontier, 
they stormed the fortress of Mobi, where they captured 
much booty and many prisoners. The campaign* at an end, 
the two generals look leave of one another, but at parting 
(ihiUib said to bis new friend: “The expedition Ims been 
crowned with success; it will redound greatly to your fame, 
and the Court in the midst of its rejoicings will not trouble 
itself about your ulterior motives. Profit by this: do mil 
leave I lie piduce till yon have Ixren appointed Prefect of the 
Capital in the place of Mus-hafy\ .son.” Ibn A hi 4 Amir, 
promising to bear this counsel in mind, retraced his steps to 
Cordova, while GhiUb returned to bis Government. 

The honours of the campaign really rested with Ghuiib: 
hy him it had been planned and carried out in every detail, 
and Ibn A hi 'Amir, who hud scarcely served hia apprentice¬ 
ship in the field, had been most careful not to oppose in any 
particular :m experienced genera! who had grown old in the 
profession of anus. But G)mlib H wishing to advance his 
young ally, presented the facts in quite a different light. I f e 
made haste to inform the Kindi f that his colleague in the field 
had done wonders — that to him alone credit for the successes 

1 Ml* 11 liutilvr Of twftftibmrtKjn-” S w Mm KfnUjLiin tmiuEA t i3r. IE!<A 
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obtained was duo—and that lie deserved a splendid reward, 
Tills despatch readied Cordova before I bn A hi 'Amirs 
return, and greatly disposed the Court in his favour, He 
accordingly found nodlmeulty in superseding Mus-lmfy s son 
as Prefect of the Capital. What, indeed, could be refused, 
to a general who for the second time returned ns a victor, 
and whose abilities find valour Were extolled by the greatest 
soldier of the day ■ Moreover, Mus-hafyS son was held in 
low esteem ; he had owed hh promotion solely to his father’s 
influence, mid. far from justifying it by his own conduct, lie 
hud proved quite unworthy of his oilier. -So inordinate was 
Ins greed, that a Lritling bribe would induce him to shut his 
eyes even to the most abominable crimes. It was declared, 
uiid Justly, that law and order were at an end in Cordova . 
that brigands of high and Sow degree ran riot in her midst. 
that honest folk feared to sleep at night lest they should tie 
robbed or murdered in their own homes—in short, that the 
inhabitants of h frontier town ran less risk than those of the 
Khalifa Capital. 

Armed with his (rommisdrm us Prefect, and clad in the 
robe of honour which had been conferred upon him. Ibn A bl 
■ Amir presented himself forthwith at the induce of the 
Prefecture. There, finding Mohammed Mushrdy seated 
amidst nil the pomp pertaining to his rank, his successor 
showed him the Khalit's ninnditlc mid informed him that lie 
might withdraw. With n sigh ho obeyed. 

The new Prefect was scarcely installed in his post before 
he took the most drastic measures to restore security to 
the Capital. 1 le informed the agents of police that it mis 
hh determination to proceed against wrong-doers without 
respect of persons, and he threatened them with condign 
punishment if they itillered themselves to be bribed, t owed 
by his firmness and knowing that the eve of then' master was 
ever upon them, the agents henceforth did their duty. 1 he 
result was inmiedintcly manifest in Cordova. Robberies and 
murders became more and more infVeqUrnt. Order and 

□rity tiiicc more reigned : honest folk could steep in pence 
while the law kept watch mid ward The Prefect moreover 
gave signal prooi that he was sincere in his declaration that 
he would spare no man. His own son having transgressed, 
and fallen into the hands of the police, he caused the young 
mini to be tauten wit h so many stripes that he died “.non 
afterwards. 

Mus-hufy's eyes were at last opened. The aurtiwl 
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of Mohammed—effected in his absence nnd without his 
knowledge—left him no room to doubt Um Abi Amirs 
duplicity. IluL xvlint could the Prime Minister do! His 
rival's, power already exceeded Ids own. Ibn Abi 'Amir 
could rely upon Lite SulLtnm whose lover be was said 
to be—as well ns upon the nobility* who. bound to the 
Oinnyyads by tits of clientage, claimed hereditary tenure 
of court office., and greatly preferred to see at the head 
of affair* a man of ancient lineage* than jui upstart who 
offended them by an absurd display of unjustifiable arro¬ 
gance, The new Prefect could moreover rely upon the 
army, which had become more and more attached to him, 
;ls well as upon the inhabitants of the Capital, who were 
deeply beholden to him for his restoration of security. 
Mus-hafy euuld oppose to nil these advantages nothing save 
the support of a few isolated individuals who owed their 
prosperity to liim, ImL on whose gratitude lie could not 
reckon with confidence. 

In Ibis strife between mediocrity and genius the forces 
were wholly unequal. Mus-bafy was welt aware of this; 
he felt that he h«d but 011 c hope of safety left, and lie 
tesolvi-d to secure the goodwill of Gloilib nt any cost. He 
accordingly wrote to the General, making him dazzling 
promises of a kind most likely to appeal to trim, and finally, 
to cement their alliance, he asked the hand of Ghs'dib's 
daughter Aspli for his own son ‘Othtn&n. The General 
suffered himself to be cajoled. Laying aside bis hatred, he 
replied that he accepted the Minister's offers and consented 
to the proposed marriage, Mus-hafy hastened to take him 
at his word, and the marriage contract had been drawn up 
and signed before Ibn Abi *Amir got wind of these schemes, 
so detrimental to his own projects. Without, a moment’s 
delay, he set ill motion every inllucuce at his command to 
thwart his colleague's plans. At Ins request the must 
powerful personages of the Court sent letters to Glialib, and 
lie himself wrote, warning the General that Vlus-hafy 
was laying a snore, reminding him of all his grievances 
against the Minister, nnd adjuring him to abide by the 
promises which he hud made during the late campaign* 
As for the projected marriage, he added that if Ghiilib 
desired itn honourable alliance for his daughter, it would be 
wclf for him to give her, not to the sou of an upstart, blit 
to tlie writer himself. 

Glialih became convinced that he had made a mistake. 
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He informed Mus-hiify Unit the proposed mnriigc could 
iiut take place. and in August or September u new eontract 
was drown up and signed, in virtue of which Asm a and 1 bn 
Abi ‘Auiir became betrothed. A lillje later, on Sept. 18th. 
the Litter once more Look tlie (add. Proceeding by way of 
Toledo ami joining his forces Lu those of his future fa die r- 
luduw, lie captured from the Christian* two castles, as well 
ns Hit suburbs of Salamanca. On re taming home the title 
of ZM« 7- IVi'ih iUtii)} was conferred upon him. together with 
a monthly salary of eighty pieces of gold. The Ag/VMiino 
self received no more. 

The date fixed for the wedding was now at hand, and 
the Khalit*.or rather his mother—who. if she was indeed 
Urn A hi ‘Amir's mistress, evinced no signs of jealousy— 
invited Gh/iiib to accompany His daughter to Cordova. 
The (tenerul upon his arrival was loaded with honours. 
The title of hnjib was conferred upon him. and as he already 
held that of Dim 7- IViziiratain, which Miisdiafy could not 
boast of, lie became henceforth the highest dignitary in the 
Stale. Ghalib accordingly occupied Hie place of honour on 
ceremonial occasions. with Mus-bafy on las right I mi id and 
I bn Abi ‘Amir on his left. The marriage of the Latter with 
A.itiA was celebrated on X ew Var’> Day—a Christian 
festival in which, however, Moslems participated. The 
Khalif took upon himself the entire expanse, the banquets 
were ofiiiconipArablc magnificence, and never in the memory 
of the Cordovans had been seen a retinue so splendid as 
that which surrounded AnsA as she quitted the Khalil's 
palace to proceed to that of her betrothed. The marriage, 
it may he added, though prompted by policy, turned out a 
happy one, in Asm a were united n cultured intellect and 
fascinating beauty ; she gained dominion over her busbar ids 
heart, mid he always gave her the preference over his other 
wives. 

Mns-htfyy from the moment when Ghfdib rejected the 
alliance, felt himself lost He found himself in solitude. 
His own creatures deserted him to oiler incense to his rival. 
Time was, when if he repaired to the palace they contended 
for the honour of accompanying him; now he went alone. 
Mis power hail sunk to zero. Measures of the highest im¬ 
portance were enacted behind his back. The unfortunate 
old than saw that the storm was about to burst, and awaited 
it with apathetic resignation. 

The dreaded blow fell even sooner titan he had expected. 
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Uu Momlay, March 2fl, ‘J?8. Miis tiafy, his sons and his 
nephews, we« deprived of nil their offices and dignities. 
They wen.* then put uiuter arrest, and ail their property- was 
declared sequestrated uuLil they should he sidjudged guiltless 
of the crime of malversation laid to their charge. 

Although this event could lum- caused him little sur¬ 
prise, Mus-Iiafy showed deep emotion. His conscience was 
ill ziL ease. Remembrance of the many acts of itijmdht- 
which he hud committed during his long earner weighed 
upon his soul. When lie Imde farewell to hU family he 
exclaimed, *• Ve will never see me again, alive : the dread 
prayer has been answered; 1 Stave awaited this moment for 
forty years. When ashed the meaning of these strange 
words, lie replied: " While t Ahd-er-Knhniln was still upon 
the throne, it fell to iny lot to prosecute and puss judg¬ 
ment upon a prisoner, l found that he was innocent, hut 
for reasons of my own I declared him guilty : lie suffered an 
ignominious punishment, his goods were forfeited, and tie 
was thrown into prison, lie hail long lain there, when one 
night during my deep 1 heard a voice Having: ‘Set that 
man free ! 1 have heard his prayer, and one day his lot shall 

be thine t ’ J started from deep in great terror. 1 sent for 
the priMiner mid besought his pardon. lie refused it. Then 
1 adjured him at least to Id I me whether tie had addressed 
si prayer to the Eternal concerning me, * Yea, lie answered, 
* I prayed find that thou mightest die in a dungeon as strait 
as that in which I so tong have languished. I repented me 
of ray injustice. I released its victim— but my remorse bud 
come too late 1 ” 

The accused were conducted to the state prison at 
AUZaliru. The general His Inlm M us ■Laly, nephew of the 
Minister, who had incurred ibu A hi - Amirs displeasure by 
claiming the 1 ioi lour of certain suirec -M‘. gained during l he 
last campaign, was the first victim of his wrath. On reach- 
ing the prison he was forthwith executed. Mus-hafys trial 
took place before the Council of State, and was of lung 
duration. There was ample evidence that during Im tenure 
of office he luid been guilty of rnul vernation : u port of Ids 
property was accordingly confiscated, and lus splendid 
palace in the Rosafo quarter was sold by miction. I'Yedi 
accusation, however, enme pouring 1 in, and the Vizier*, 
seeking thereby to please !bn Ahi 'Amir, eagerly welcomed 
them. Mus-hafy. found guilty under many different counts, 
and subjected to as many forfeitures, was gradual! vdeprived 
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«f the whole of his property, but the Viziers. believing that a 
Mantling vet remained, continued to harass him. The last 
time that'he was summoned to appear liefore his judge, 
31 ns-hafy was so enfeebled by age, captivity, and grief, that lie 
1 otikl scarcely drag his feet along the weary way fmm Al- 
Z;ihra to the court. 11 is pitiless warder nevertheless gr ifHy 
urged him to hasten and not to keep the Council waiting. 
■■ Have patience, good fellow.'' said the old man : “ You long 
[Or my death, and your wish will he granted. Would that 
I could purchase dentil, but God puts too high 0 price 
u pi hi it !' Then lie improvised these verses: 

Tnwi nut in E-Virhmr, fftr iliv i> iStklr' Uni liiVly lium i' , rt hi fcif 
nfnuij ami imu I timthlr it .1 fin! All ' Iinw * hm i tr Dil li It Uiil * man ni 
wnrtli tthutiliJ 1 m.’ 1 Jri vch to <nc fur pity til n vnrlrt f " 

On reaching the court, Mushofy seated himself hi u corner 
of the ball without making ulfcistitice to any of his judges. 
‘Hie Vtaerlbn tlidjir, a parasite of 1I»II Abi ’Amir, observing 
this, exclaimed: ** Art thou then so ill-bred ns to be ignorant 
of the simplest rules of courtesy i Mus-liafy renuilned 

vit, but after Fresh instills from I bn Jahir, lie at lust re¬ 
plied ; TJiou thyself Ihikst in due deference ; thou repayest 
my favours wit h ingratitude, and durest thou tell me that t 
foil in courtesy ?" Somewhat nonplussed hy these words, 
but soon recovering himself, I bn .hi bir cried: "Thou best! 
What good olliees hast thou rendered mo f And he pro¬ 
ceeded to enumerate bis grievances against the prisoner. 
When lie ceased Mus-liafy replied: ■ I seek not your grati¬ 
tude for such acts os those: yet it is true, that when you 
embezzled money entrusted to you, and when the late 
Khaiif—May his soul rest with God I—w'ould have had t hy 
right hand cut oif. i procured pardon for tliee l ” Ibu Jiibir 
vowed that this accusation was a vile calumny, " I adjure 
ail those wlm know might of the matter/' cried the old man 
indignantly. ” to declare whether l have spoken the truth 
or not.” ’** Yea/’ replied the Vizier lbn Uadi, “there is 
Mime truth in what you say; but in the circumstances it 
were wiser for yon not to rake up these bygones." *■ You 
are perhaps right/ replied Mm-hafy**" but 1 lostpatience with 
this man, and was constrained to speak nty mind." 

Another Vizier. Ibn J ah war, bad listened to this dispute 
with rising repugnance. Although he had little hue for 
Mus-hafy, and had assented to his ruin, he knew that respect 
was due even to ,i foe, and especially a fallen foe. Address- 
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mg I bn Jithirm a lone of authority justified I tv length <jf 
service and a name as ancient and almost as illustrious as 
that of the Khalif himself, he said: “ Ki mwest thou not. Urn 
JAbir, that those who have fallen raider the monarch's dis 
pleasure are not entitled to salute the great officers of the 
State: The reason is clear; for if the dignitaries returned 
the salute, they would fail in their duty to the Sultan, and 
if they did not return it, they would Fail in their duty to the 
Eternal. A man disgraced must not make obeisance, as 
Mu*-hufy well knows, " 

A bushed by the lesson thus administered. I bn Jflbir 
kept silence, while a faint twinkle of joy illuminated the 
old man's Lckdustre eyes. 

'I'he examination of the prisoner began, As fresh charges 
were brought against Musdmfy in order to mulct him in 
further penalties, he cried: “ i swear by all that is most 
sacred that [ nro penniless. Were I to tic cut to pieces. I 
could not pay a single dirhem’ 1 Me was believed, and 
dismissed to prison. 

Henceforward, he was alternately free and a captive— 
but always miserable. I bn A hi •Amir seemed to take a 
barbarous pleasure tn tormenting him. It is difficult to 
account ibr the implacable hatred he showed towards Lius 
commonplace and now harmless man. It cun only lie con¬ 
jectured that lie never forgave the useless crime which Mus- 
hafy had forced him to commit in the murder of Mughira. 

He this as it muy, llm A hi 'Amir took M us-hafy with 
him wherever he went, without even supplying his barest 
necessities. One of the Ministers secretaries relates that 
during a campaign he saw Muv-hnty lying beside his master s 
tent devouring a wretched mess of meal and water—the 
lies t rv past hi s son •( Hhmiii t could procure for him. tirief 
and gnawing despair wasted him. and he breathed forth 
his woes in tuneful and affecting verses. Hut although he 
had told h is warder that he longed for death, he clung to 
life with singular tenacity, and as foresight and energy lun I 
failed him when be held power, dignity failed him in adver¬ 
sity. To propitiate '*tlie Fox" he stooped to the most 
humiliating petitions. Once he begged I bn Abi ‘Amir 
to entrust him with the education of his children. Hut 
the Minister, who did nut imagine that M us-hafy’s self-respect 
had sunk so low. suspected a trap: “ lie wishes t« damage 
my reputation, and hints that l am a simpleton. In days 
gone by I have liecn seen by mutiy at the door of his palace. 
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and to remind them, he wishes to be seen to-day in the 

courtyard of mine.’' . 

I'or five years Mws-hafy draped out his existence m 
so HOW and suffering, Then, since he seemed bent on 
flinging to life, despite )u$ years mid the mis fort lines they 
It mi brought in their train, he was put to death—either by 
strangulation or poison, but on this [joint the Arab chroni¬ 
clers ate not agreed. 

[bn A hi ■Amir, atv learning that hi 1 ' former rival wu'. no 
more, ordered two of his officers to superintend his burial. 
One of them, the secretary Mohammed ibn I sms'll, hits 
described the scene as an eye-witness: '’The corpse pre¬ 
sented no signs of violence. It lay covered with the cast* 
off cloak of one of the turnkeys, A man sent for bv my 
colleague Mohammed ibn Mashtma washed the body (1 
relate tin* simple truth} on an old door that had [alien from 
its hinges, We carried the bier to the grave, followed only 
by the Imam «r the mosque, whom we bad requested to 
recite the prayers for the dead. No passer-by dared to 
glance at the corpse This wjls n lesson which sank deep 
into my son!. One day, in llir plenitude of Mus-hafy s 

r iwcr, I had desired to present a petition to him in person, 
took my stand on the route which he would follow. hut 
his retinue was so numerous, and thr streets were 1 so thronged 
with folk eager to see and salute the Minister, that I found 
it impossible, do what I would, to approach him. and I was 
obliged to hand my petition to one of the secretaries who 
rode beside the cavalcade to receive such documents On 
uiy return from the grave I compared this scene wit h that 
which 1 had just beheld, arid, as I mused on fortune a 
mutability, my heart sank mid a profound melancholy op¬ 
pressed my bosom.'* 

[ActUitamn*. Ibn ^PAbhir, J4I-S: tbu Adtild, tl, sTl. Sri- 
'jyi 4 Nnwditr, J>. (-70: Mukkari, i. 3 'j-ti; It " 0 -a.J 
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rpHE day which witnessed the deposition tuiil arrest of 
L Muvhify saw also tlie promotion of Ibn Abi 'Amir to 
lire rank of ha jib. Henceforth he shared the supreme 

authority with Ins father-in-law, and so great was his 
power unit it might well have seemed madness to opjKJse 
It, Nt\ ertlieless it mw opposed. The party which had 
wished to place the crown rrn another brow than that of 
the little son of Ilaknm II, and of which Jaudb&r was 
the moving spirit, still existed, as the satirical verses sung 
in the streets of Cordova, in defiance of the police, hut too 
plainly proved. Ihn -Ahi 'Amir would not tolerate the 
(slightest allusion to the perhaps too close intimacy which 
existed iielween the Sultana and himself; he Actually put 
to death a singing-girl whose master, in the hope of selling 
her to the Minister, had taught her an amorous ditty with 
Aurora foi its subject; nevertheless ribald verses such ns 
those were hummed in the streets ; 


‘-TV end of the world ilrawtUi nigh ! Dcstmcttait iitijiEiidiili, for 
^iiaiimtltitu rife 1 Hie Kh*||f is 4 'TrijNliiijj, .nu| * brarr nf lovers 

aflHIt* tii« tMining duni J rp i 


Those who confined themselves to lampooning the Court 
ran no great risk ; but Jnudhar ventured much further. In 
league with 'AM al-Malik Jbn Mundhir. President of Lhe 
Court of Appeal, lie hatched a conspiracy, the object of 
which was to assassinate the youthful Kind if, and to put nn 
the throne an other grandson of *Abd-er-Rnlinuin HI. namely 
•Abd-er-RnhmAii ibn *Obaiihitlnh. A number of Kadies. 
divines, and men of letters—among whom was included 
the talented poet I lum Adi—were implicated in the plot. 

' ,m A hi * Amir ttamadt bore a mortal grudge, for In- 
had been Mavlmfy's friend, and was one of the Rttle hand 
who had remained faithful to the Minister even when 


. Arfbari. b »», *■.. 1 II..I Multar., I m\.) in lhe p.pd.r 
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Fortum- hod turned her back: upon him. A longing for 
vengeance consumed the poet, ami lie launched many a 
biting lampoon against I lie hiij'ih. 

The conspirators were I lie man cmriidr nt of the success 
of their scheme since the Vi/h-r ZiyiUi ihn A Huh, then 
Frcfeot of the Capi tal, connived at it. With him they took 
counsel as to (he day and liaur far currying out their design, 
.FuudJiur—who though no longer a courtier, still had, by 
virtue of his ofHce. ready access lit the monarch—was 
charged with his assassination: this achieved. the uccorn* 
plioes would immediately proclaim *Abd-cr Rdinliui IV. 

Oil the day appointed, as soon as the Prefect had quitted 
tin: palace toi his abode in a distant, quarter of the city, 
accompanied hv Ins retinue, . I auditor craved, mid was 
accorded, on audience, 'Hie eunuch, entering the presence- 
chamber, forthwith attempted to stab the Khalil, but imc 
Ibn Arils, w ho hap|)encd to lie at hand, threw himself upon 
the assassin Jiefore he could accomplish his object. A 
struggle ensued, in which Jmidhar's garments were torn 
tu pieces, but Ilm Ards called the guard to his assistance. 
:md the eunuch was attested. Soon afterwards Ziy/ui ilm 
Afhdi, learning that the pi"! Imtl failed, arrived at the 
palace in all haste, fhn An'is reproached him for his 
carelessness, and gave him clearly to understand that he 
believed him on accessorv in .laudline's attempted crime. 
The Prefect excused himself as well as lie could, pro¬ 
tested Ida loyalty, and with a view to lull suspicion by a 
display of seal, he caused all the suspected persons to be 
immediately arrested ami conveyed, with Jaudhtir, to the 
prison at AJ-Zuhra. 

The conspirators were brought to trial without delay, 
and swift judgment was passed upon them. The !’revident 
of the Court of Appeal was found guilty of high treason, 
hut the judges, instead of precisely specifying his punish 
incut, merely held that Ins case was covered by the follow¬ 
ing verse of the Koran : 

** Zkirtriil iJlr k -i»SLipL?i ■«- rd' Uui*r M.Jill Wnr j^rtiilal H-«i IUmI IIN 
M jyerp mud i*u lo niminiT ijisnrdm on thr t util, ulm-l ihnt 

Hdrv ilia! I he 11 is in .>r «t Jim- iJi^ir dtlc-malr H4tnrS * r.. 1 p^i 

"fl. tir Ik llie 1 

Et will be observed tlial the ^j^uhientiuii of imiiiftljmunfc 
in this verse very vegue, and the tribunal left to the 

* jfrrctip 'u tv H kli 
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KhiiHf the selection uf the pwl appropriate. In existing 
circumstance- the decision rested with the Council <if 
State, and Ziyikt ibn A Hall, who was & member of this 
body and was above nil things desirous of regaining Hut A hi 
‘Amir's favour, was the first to propose the infliction oi ther 
severest penalty. His advice prevailed, and *Abd al-Malik 
tin. Mundhir suffered crucifixion. The pretender, * A M-er- 
Rnhmun, was also nut to death. We arc not informed of 
the decision in Jiurahiir s ease, but there can be little doubt 
that lie too was crucified. Ramidi's fate, though not to he 
envied, was more endurable, ibn A hi “Amir, who wished to 
exile him. yielded to the entreaties of the poet’s friends and 
permitted him to remain in Cordova, but under a crud 
restriction; he caused it in be proclaimed by heralds that 
any one who spoke bo Ramndl would be severely punished. 
Thus condemned to perpetual silence, the pooar poet hence* 
forth Wandered—to use an Arab author's expression “like 
a dead man " through the crowded streets of the Capital. 1 

This conspiracy showed the Minister that hut most 
inveterate foes were to be found amongst the ranks of those 
by whose side he hiul studied literature, theology, and law. 
This was, doubtless, in part the effect of envy. Rut 
yesterday their cqnul rmd leliow-student, Ibn Abi ‘Amir had 
risen too high not to be envied by the ecclesiastics and 
lawyers, Ihit this was not the sole, nor eveu the chief 
cause of the aversion he inspired in them: they detested 
him yet more for the religious indifference which they 
attributed to him. A few philosophers and free-thinking 
poets excepted, the students brought up at the feet of the 
Cordovan professors were sincere Islamites. Now Ibn AbJ 
•Amir, rightly or wrongly, passed as n very lukewarm 
Moslem. It would not have been prudent to reproach him 
openly with tax views in the matter of faith, but it was 
whispered that he lover! philosophy and was secretly a keen 
student of that science. In those days this was a very 
grave accusation, Ibn Ah? ‘Amir was aware of this. Philo¬ 
sopher or not. he was primarily n Statesman, Hnd in order 
to deprive bis enemies of the formidable weapon tlicy might 
wield against him, he resolved to show by n signal act of 
orthodoxy, what a sound Mtisidman be was. 

Summoning the must distinguished divines, such as Acill, 
Ibn 1 Jhahw&n. and Zubaidi, lie conducted them to the great 

1 fliimj11] i treni*, Imwtviu, tu Iiavr hfrti ftr lit 1 m une uf ik- |w wli 

rt'3i» llm Al« * Amtf TTpfTR. hi* ugnJuiit Barr^ltmis ifl Wftb 
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library of Hokum If, and telling them tli»l he had deter- 
mined to destroy nil the treatises on Philosophy, Astronomy, 
ami other sciences forbidden by religion, he bade them weed 
out ttie Obnoxious volumes. The divines at once set to work, 
and when their task was accomplished the Minister ordered 
the condemned binjks to be burned, and to show his zeal for 
the faith committed some to the dames with his own hands. 
That this was an act of vandalism few knew IxrLLor litoii the 
enlightened I bin Abi 'Amir himself, but none the less it pro¬ 
duced an excellent effect amongst the Fakihs and the lower 
onif.i s—the more so because the Minister henceforth posed as 
t hi! enemy of philosophy 1 ami Llie mainstay of religion. 11 e 
tinted preachers with the utmost respect, loaded them wit h 
favours, and listened to their pious harangues, however 
lengthy, with a patient attention which was wholly edifying. 
Further, he transcribed the Koran with Ills own hand, and 
henceforth on his journeys always took the copy with bint. 

[laving thus established a reputation for orthodoxy, and 
one so well grounded that none thenceforth dared to dispute 
it. Ibn Abi 'Amir turned his attention to the Khulif, who 
us he grew older was the more to be feared 

According to his tutor Xiihitidi. Ilislnim 11. as a child, 
showed much promise; he acquired knowledge with remark¬ 
able facility, and was endued with a soundness of judgment 
rare in children of his age. Hut when, while vet a mere 
boy, he ascended the throne, his mother and Ibn Abi ‘Amir 
set" to work systematically to slide bis faculties. We are 
not justified in asserting that they introduced him prema¬ 
turely to the pleasures of tiu? harem—for although Uie 
fact "that Hhhiim died childtev, lends some colour to the 
suggestion, it rests OH no positive evidence—but it is al 
least certain that they did their Irest to bemuse his intellect 
by over-insistence on religious, observances, and endeavoured 
to impress on him the belief that the cares inseparable from 
the personal exercise of sovereignty would distrai t Ins mind 
from the contemplation of divine things, and imperii bis 
salvation. 

They Ixud been partially successful: llishitm was given 
to good works, he read the Koran assiduously, he prayed 
and fasted: hut his understanding was not yet so dulled as 
to render Ibn A hi 'Amir quite easy about him, for the Minister 
feared lest sooner or later some one else might gain an 
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ascendancy over the youthful monarch ntid open his eyes to 
Ins real situation. 

So long as affairs of State were transacted hi the Klitdifs 
palace, this danger would be present. Numerous generals 
and officials were for ever coming and tuning, and the merest 
chance might throw the Kim [if into the amis of one of them, 
who, if at all an able and ambitious man, could ruin the 
Minister in the twinkling of an we. It was necessary to 
remove this danger. I bn A hi ‘Amu* therefore resolved that 
thebusrneKs of government should be carried on elsewhere, 
and to this cud caused, a new town to be built, to the cast 
of Cordova, on the Guadnlquivcr, containing a large palace 
fur hunsdf. and other palaces for the chief officials. This 
town, which received the name of Zahira. was hnilt in two 
years, and the government offices were forthwith transferred 
thither, Z-Udm soon welcomed a hiitge population within 
its walls. The upper classes migrated from Cordova and 
Al-Zidirh to he nearer the source of nil favours; the trades¬ 
men followed them, and Z:\hirn before long grew till its 
suburbs joined those of Cordova. 

[t was henceforth easy to keep watch over the Khulif 
and to prevent him from meddling with State affairs. The 
Minister, however, adoptrd further means of isolating him 
as completely as possible. Besides surrounding him with 
guards and spies, lie had a wall and moat constructed round 
Llie palace, and any person approaching them was severely 
punished. Ilixlmm w'as. in trutli, a prisoner; lie could not 
quit the palace, his every word and act were immediately 
reported to the Minister, and he gathered nothing concerning 
public business except whit the latter vouchsafed to him. 

While caution was still advisable, Ibti Abi ‘Amir gave 
out that the young motiarrli had banded him the reins of 
government the better to devote himself to spiritual concerns; 
but later, when assured of success, he wholly ignoml H idiom 
and even for hade mention of his name. 

Meanwhile the Prime .Minister was meditating another, 
and no less important stroke of policy, fie determined to 
reorganize the army. 

lie was actuated by two motives—one patriotic, the 
ot her personal; while desiring to see Spain take rank among 
llic leading States of Europe, lie wished to rid himself '>f 
his colleague GltAlih. Now the existing army, cotnpo&di 
as it was. mainly of Spanish Arabs, was not fitted for either 
purpose. I he military organization was undoubtedly dc- 
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fei tive. Too milch power U} in the bunds of the chid* of 
tin* tfnnd 1 and ton few sokHers were at the disposal of the 
crown. It is true that the sovereign could summon not 
only the troops drawn from the Jtmd, but also those of the 
frontier—who seem to have been the best; yet custom He* 
creed that the latter should not he mustered save in the 
case of necessity, and t hey formed no part of the standing 
army, which was by no means n large one. It could l>oji--t 
of only five thousand horse, although the cavalry then con¬ 
stituted the most important arm. and decided the fate of 
battles. Moreover the quality of these troops left much to 
be desired. The traveller Ibn Hawk a! remarks that the 
Andalusian horsemen, (heir legs dangling heedless of the 
stirrups, presented a fur from smart appearance, and lie adds 
that the commander of 1 he Spanish array owed his victories 
to (Taft rather than to courage. This writers testimony 
must not, however, lx- implicitly trusted. Since he wished 
his lord, the Titimkl Khalif, to attempt the subjugation of 
the Peninsula, he has perhaps undulv disparaged the Spanish 
troops; there is, however, undoubtedly truth in his criticisms 
and it is undeniable that the Arabs of Spain, enervated 1>y 
luxury and (In- efleets of climate, had gradually lost much of 
L heir mart tol spiril. I h n A hi * A mir eouhl not hope to achieve 
brilliant conquests with such an army. Moreover, he could 
not rely UpOlt it in the event of his attacking Gh/llih, and 
he foresaw Hint a struggle with h:s colleague was inevitable, 
tiludib, it is true, did him good service when he was schem - 
htg Mns-hdfy's o’, erthrow—but lie laid now m» further use 
for the General, who dearly stood in his path. GhAlib 
indeed by no means approved of some of the Minister s 
measures, and wus strongly opposed to the immurement of 
the Khalif. As a client of Abd-er-Kahmin Ell and tin 
ardent rovahst, he felt grief and indignation at seeing his 
pat roll's grandson kept in custody like a malefactor. Ibn 
Abi ’Amir, who chafed at uppositioo, resolved, therefore, to 
rid hims elf of his fiither-indaw, mid only hesitated as to the 
lucuus. Gh/dib was nr>t a man like Mus-haly, io be oycr- 
thrown by a mere Court intrigue; he was an illustrious 
soldier, who, if he made up hi* mind to rescue his Sovereign 
from the Minister's toils could count upon nearly the whole 
annv. whose idol hr wn*, Ihu A hi ■Amir was under no 
dchisimis on this point, and lie MIW vlciiily tfWl t" gain his 
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ends, other troops, attached to himself alone, were needed, 
Foreign soldiers, in fact, must be procured, Mauri Lunin 
and Christian Spain would provide Iiim with them. 

Hitherto Ibn Alii ' Amir had paid little attention to 
Mauritania. His sojourn there as Chief Justice liad con* 
vinued him that regions s» distant ami barren were rather 
a burden than an ml*milage to Spain, and agreeably with 
Mus-fLilly's policy, lie had contented himself with main,![lin¬ 
ing at its hill complement the garrison of Ceuta, He had 
entrusted the administration of the rest of the country to 
native princes, taking cart to attach them to himself by 
bounties of every kind. This policy was sound enough from 
the Spanish point of view, but for Mauritania its results 
were disastrous. Seeing the country abandoned to its own 
defence, Uologguin, viceroy of link in, invaded it in the year 
079. He gained victory after victory, and driving before him 
the princes who recognised the suzerainty of the Oiuavvod 
Kho.)if, he compelled them to seek refuge within the walls 
of Ceuta. Hut the victories of Bologgum, far from thwart¬ 
ing Ibn Abi ‘Amir's pious, favoured them. The Berbers, 
penned up in Ceuta, found themselves in grievous straits, 
and since their conqueror had deprived them of ail they 
possessed, they knew not whither to turn for hare subsist’ 
cnee. An excellent, opportunity thus presented itself to the 
Spanish minister of acquiring at a stroke a large body of 
serviceable cavalry, and he promptly seized it. lie inti¬ 
mated to the Berbers that if they would take service in 
Spain they should want for nothing, and receive high pay. 
They responded to his appeal in large numbers. Ja'Tar, 
Prince of /Jab, renowned for his valorous exploits, was en¬ 
ticed by the glowing promises of the Minister, and lauded hi 
Spain with six hundred horsemen. The Berbers had c\ cry 
reason congratulate themselves on the .step they had 
taken. Ibn Abi ‘Amir's liberality to them was unparalleled. 
"When these Africans reached Spain,’’ writes an Arab 
chronicler, “ their garments hung in tatters, and cadi be¬ 
strode a sorry jade, but in n little while they were to be seen, 
chul in the richest attire, caracoling through the streets cm 
high-mettled chargers: never could they have beheld, even 
in dreams, such splendid mansions as those in which they 
were lodged!" They grew rapacious; but if they were 
never weary of soliciting, neither was Ibn Abi ‘Amir ever 
weary of giving, and he appeared deeply touched by their 
gratitude, He protected them from slights and insults, mid 
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even forbade ridicule of their occasional Attempts to speak 
Arable; for they habitually sjwke their mother tongue, of 
which the Arabs understood not otic word- One day when 
the Minister was inspecting his soldiers, a. Berber officer, 
Wuiiaenutr by name, came up to him. and stammered out 
in atrocious Arable: "My lord. I pray thee, grant me 
a roof over my hear], for 1 nm obliged to sleep in the 
open air I M "Hove so. Wtinze$n£r7” asked Ins master, 
"have you disposed of the duelling I gave you f " Vou 
have driven me out of it, my lord/' was the reply, 
" by the excess of your bounty. So hroad are the acres 
which you have conferred on me, that my chambers arc tilled 
with com, and there is no room for my .self. Perhaps you 
will advise me, since my corn discommodes me, to throw it 
out of the windows: but be pleased to remember, my lord, 
that I nm it Berber—a man who a little while ago was 
destitute and often on the verge of starvation. Such an one, 
you can easily understand, would think twice liefore easting 
away Ills corn !" ‘*1 cannot call you a brilliant orator, re* 
plied the Minister, smiling, “ hut your words seem to me 
more eloquent and affecting than the most highly polished 
discourses of our learned academicians.'* Then, turning to 
Lhc Andalusians who stood around, and who were .stifling 
their laughter at the lim ber s oration, he .aided : “Learn the 
right way of showing gratitude, and > ■: ga m i ng fresh favours I 
This man whom ye deride throws you into the abode, de¬ 
spite all your fine phrases: he doth not forget benefits re¬ 
ceived; he doth not grumble querulously as is your wont" 
Thereupon he conferred upon Wfinaenihr a splendid mansion. 

The Christians of Spain also provided I bn Ala * Amir 
with excellent I roups. Poor, greedy, and unpatriotic, the 
men of l^eon, Castile, and Navarre were readily attracted by 
the Arab’s offer of high pay. and once they had enlisted 
under his banner, his kindness, hb liberality, and the spirit 
of equity which seemed to animate all his dealings, endeared 
him to them—the more readily since justice was a scarce 
commodity hi their own country. I bn Abi 'Amir was ever 
solicitous for his Christian troops. Sunday was made a thy 
of rest For all the soldier*, irrespcelivelv of their religion, and 
in tin- event of n dispute between u Christian and a Moslem, 
tiie former was always favoured. It is not surprising, there¬ 
fore, tiisl the Christian* became as warmly attached (o him 
asi the Berbers, They were all. literally, his own men. 
They had renounced and forgotten their fatherland, and 
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Andnluaia did not supply its place: they scarcely under¬ 
stood its language. Their true home was the camp. and 
although paid mil of the public exchequer they were nuL 
servants of the State, but of f bn Aid ‘Amir himself. They 
owed their good fortune to him. they Were hilt dependants 
and they were Ins to employ :is lie listed. 

While t Inis giving foreigners a preponderance in tin? 
army, the wily Minister changed the organization of the 
Spanish troops, which had hitherto been incompatible with 
Stistc control. From time immemorial, regiments, tori'- 
panics, and squadrons luid coincided with tribes and their 
subdivisions. I bn A hi ‘Amir abolished this usage, and 
drafted the A mbs into different regiments without regard 
to the tribes to which they belonged. A century earlier, 
when the Arabs were still Imbued with the spirit ot‘ clanship, 
such a measure—involving, as it did, u radical change m 
the law of recruiting and depriving the nobles of their lust 
shreds of power—would doubtless have evoked vehement 
protests, and perhaps a general insurrection l.mt so great i v 
had times changed that the revolution was reeled without 
opposition. Tiie tribal system had become a legend. 
Multitudes of Arabs knew not to what tribe they belonged, 
and the confusion hence arising was the despair of genealo¬ 
gists. Hakatn IE, who revered the past, and was skilled in 
its history, had attempted, it is true, to revive the memories 
of a bygone time; he ordered learned men to investigate 
genealogies, and wished every man to he enrolled in his 
tribe; ImL bis efforts were both impolitic and at variance 
with the spirit of the uge, which almost everywhere showed 
a tendency' to unification and fusion of races. In giving the 
brushing stroke to the tribal system, l bn A hi ‘Amir was 
therefore merely completing the work of assimilation begun 
by ' \bd-ef-Rahman 111 and approved by the nation. 

While thus preparing for n struggle, I bn Abt ‘Amir still 
IiVeil outwardly on goon terms with his father-in-law. But 
the latter was too sagacious to lie deceived as to the objects 
of the great change* which his sondndnw had worked in 
the army, mid determined to break with him. < >ue day, 
wSub-they stood together on the tower of a frontier castle, 
t, hnlib loaded the M inister with repnuiet ies- I bn A hi * A mi r 
retorted with no less vivacity, and the dispute grew so hot 
that Ghfilib, in his mge, cried: “Bflg that thou art; 
Thau claimest supreme authority and schemcst the over¬ 
throw of the dynasty!" Then, foaming with mge, he dre" 
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his sword and rushed upon the Minister. Some officers 
tried to intercept him, but only partly succeeded; Ghulib 
wounded E)>n Abf ‘Amir, and then, terror-stricken, threw 
himself from the tower, Fortunately for him, lie clutched 
a projection while falling, and thus saved his life. 

After such an encounter war was inevitable; nor was it 
long deluved. G hiUih declared himself champion of the 
KltoUr* rights; a budv of troops joined his standard and he 
obtained further help from Leon. Many combats ensued, 
in which sonic of Lhe most prominent courtiers were shun. 
At the final engagement. Ihn Abi'Amirs men were uii the 
point of being routed, tv hen Ghulib, charging nt the head 
of his cavalry, had the misfortune to strike his head against 
his saddle-bow, Seriously injured, ho fell from Jits horse. 
upon which !iis soldiers mid their Christian allies took to 
Might, and the Prime Minister won u decisive victory, 
Gn&Ub’s body was found among the slain <a,u. Oh l ). 

I bn Abt ‘Amir was, however, not content with inflicting 
Uus defeat, crushing though it was. lie determined to 
punish the Lconese for aiding his rival, and at the samt* 
time to show his fellow-countrymen that in creating :i 
splendid army lie had been instigated by patriotism as well 
us by self-interest. He accordingly invaded the kingdom 
of Leon and inflicted on it condum punishment. J [is ad¬ 
vanced guard, commanded by a prince of the blood named 
'Abdallah —better known by bis; nickname of" Flint-Ilea it “ 1 
—entered and socked Zamora (July, 981 It is true that the 

Moslems did not succeed in capturing the citadel, but they 
took revenge by laying waste the environs with fire mid 
sword. Four thousand Christians were put to death, and 
in one district alone a thousand villages, or hamlets, almost 
all of which were populous and contained monasteries and 
churches, were destroyed. Ramiro III. then not twenty 
years old, promptly entered into alliance with Garcia 
Fernandez, Fount of Castile, and with the King of Navarre. 
The three princes marched against I bn Abi \\mir and gave 
him battle at I tiled a, south-west of Simnncas : they were dc 
fatted, and the important fortress of Simitnens fell into the 
hands of Uic Moslems. Few prisoners were taken; .soldiers 
and citizens alike were put to the sword* Although the 
Shnon was fur advanced, dm A hi Amir next marched against 
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the city oi' Lean. Ramiro sullied forth to aheck his advance. 
Fortune seemed to smile on the Kind's audacity : he re¬ 
pulsed the foe, and drove them Lick to their camp. In the 
ctimp Ibn A h> ♦ Amir occupied a kind of platform to watch 
and direct the combat. Seeing the flight of his troops, lie 
trembled with rage and vexation, and leaping down from 
Jik throne, he dotted his gulden helmet and crouched in Lhc 
dust Right well hia men knew the meaning of this pos¬ 
ture. Their general was accustomed to signify thereby his 
displeasin' when they failed of their duty in 1 lie field The 
aiglit of his uncovered head produced a magical cftt-el ; 
ashamed of I heir rebuff, the soldiers exclaimed tlmt they 
would atone for it at all costs, and with fierce cries they 
hurled themselves it non the foe with such impetuosity that 
they put them to flight ; then, 111 hot pursuit; they chased 
them to the gates of Leon and would hove captured the 
city if a violent storm of snow null hail, suddenly breaking, 
hod not obliged them to stay their hands. 

When Hm Abi 'Amir, compelled by the approach of 
winter to retire, hod returned to Cordova, he formally 
assumed a surname—a practice which hitherto had been con¬ 
fined to the Klialif alone—ntul this surname, by which we 
shall henceforth designate him, was that of Almntixor, 1 
lie insisted, moreover, upon being accorded all the honours 
which were the right of royalty alone. Upon entering his 
presence everyone—even the viziers and princes of the blood 
—was required to kiss Ins hand. So great indeed ir» the 
desire of gaining his favour, tlint kisses were respectfully 
imprinted even on the hands of those of his children who 
were scarcely out of their cradles. 

Akrwnscors power now seemed irresistible, and it might 
have been thought that he had no rival. The great 
Minister, however, was not of that opinion, lie indieved 
tlint there wjis still a man who, if not at the moment 
dangerous, might become so—namely, da*fur. Prince of Zib. 

da’Jar had rendered him valuable assistance in his 
struggle with Ghiilib; but, distinguished us Items by high 
birth and military renown, he had excited the jealous v of 
both Minister and nobles, AI man/.or therefore roolvcd 
upon u deed which has left an indelible blot upon Ids fumt. 
Hjiving given secret instructions to two Todjihites, Abu 
1-Ah was Man and *Alnl~er-Rahman ibn Mutarrif, he invited 

1 A 11 Vkllfftnjji bj Iho foel j# nf IpOvIv* 
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Jjffcr to it banquet, The invitation was accepted. 'Hie 
feast was a lavish one, the guest had already ncen made 
merry by the generous wines, when the enjt-benrer presented 
a brimming goblet lo the Minister; “Offer it," said the 
latter. *‘Ui kiln whom 1 honour most/' The embarrassed 
cup-bearer hesitated, not knowing which of the noble quests 
his master m tended. " Rethrew thee for n fool!" cried 
Altmtnxor, “ Offer it to the viaicr .Trfjflir!" Flattered by 
aueh a token of esteem, Ja'far arose, took the cup, and 
drained it at a draught. Soon, heedless of decorum, lie fell 
to dancing- His cory hail tie gaiety proved infectious, and 
the other guests followed his example. The carousal was 
prolonged far into the night, ami when it broke up, da'fur 
was deeply intoxicated. As he reeled homewards, accom¬ 
panied only by it few pages, he was suddenly assailed by the 
soldiers of the two Todji bites mid, lefort he could defend 
himself, was slain {Jan. 22, 288 b 

-In'far's head and right hand were secretly conveyed to 
Ahiioiwor. who professed to lu: ignorant of the instigators 
of the assossinatum, and displayed the deepest sorrow at 
the crime. 
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CHAPTER X 


-UAtANWift (,-„r ithwii) 

ALMANZOR'S complicity in the murder nf Ju'fsr may 
i\ or may not have ken suspected : the crime was at any 
rate soon forgotten in the popular enthusiasm aroused by 
fresh victories. For Almanzor the internal affairs ni' Leon 
had taken a very favourable turn. The disasters which had 
overt liken Rtnuiro 111 in the campaign of 1)81 had proved 
that monarch's ruin. The Lconcse nobles were Fain to be 
rift of n prince who seemed dogged by misfortune and yet 
wounded their pride by claiming autocratic power. An 
insurrection broke out in Galicia, where the noble* resolved 
to place Benuudo, Ramiro's cousin, upon the throne, and. 
on Oct, 15, D&9, crowned him in the church of Santiago de 
Compostela. Ratttiro immedmk’lv marched against the 
usurper, and at Portflla de Arenas, on the frontier of I,eon 
and Galicia, a desperate but indecisive battle was fought. 
After this, fortune favoured Ilcnnudos arms more ami 
more. arid, about March, 98+, he wrested tire city of I .eon 
front his rival. Ramiro, who Imd taken refuge in the 
vicinity of Astorga, found himself driven, in order to avoid 
total defeat, to crave assistance from Alnninzor. and to 
acknowledge him as over-lord; soon after this, however, 
the king died (June 'iff, 084). Bis mother then tried to 
govern with Moslem aid. but die soon found that support 
withdrawn, ilerumdu foresaw that unless lie stooped to 
follow Ramiros example, he would have great difficulty in 
bringing the recalcitrant nobles to their knees. He there¬ 
fore appealed to Almonxor, and seems to have made more 
tempting promises than the ipiecu-mother, for the Minister 
t-spoii.sed Jus came and placer! a considerable Moorish force 
at his disposal. Thus aided. Hem mdo succeeded in bring¬ 
ing the whole realm into subjection ; but henceforth he was 
merely ALnuuizor’s lieutenant, and h large body of Moslem 
troops remained in his kingdom, to watch as well ns protect 
him. Almanzor. having thus made Leon a tributary pro* 
vince, resolved next to turn Ins arms against Catalonia 
Since this country was » fief of the Kings of France, the 
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Khalil's )i:icl tdfhefto treated it with respect, lest by attacking 
it they should embroil themselves with the French, Ah 
mttmbr, however, had no such misgivings: I tv knew that 
France to* a prey to feudal anarchy, and tlint from her the 
Catalan counts could not hope for assistance. Having 
assembled a Jorge force, he -et out front l 'ordo\ ji on May 
!>85, taking with him forty salaried poets to hymn his 
victories. 1 I hissing Elvira, Baeza and 1 ,omi, he entered 
Murcia. where he bccunte the guest of llm Kliattiib—-a 
private land-owner. holding no official rank but possessing 
wide domains whence he derived immense revenues. A 
client of the Onuyyndfc, Jit! probably came of Vudgolliic 
it Lock and was perhaps a descendant of that Thcodonir 
who. at Hie time of the conquest, bad made sueh advan¬ 
tageous terms with the Moslems that tie and his son 
Atlumagild reigned as ttlinost independent princes over the 
province of Murcia. Be this as it may, llm K hut tab was 
*k open-handed as lie was wealthy. For thirteen days, not 
only A J monitor and tils suite, Init tlie whole army, from 
vizier to trooper, were his guests, lie took care that I lie 
Minister's board should be sumptuously .served: never did 
the same dniTitic- nor the same table equipage appear twice 
upon it-—while one day he pushed prodigality to the extent 
or offering his guest a bath of rose water. Accustomed as 
be was to luxury. Aim & uxor was 11 mazed at his hosts pro¬ 
fusion : he praised it without stint, and in token of hi* 
approbation, released him from payment of a portion of the 
land-tax. 'Hie Minister further enjoined the magistrates 
who administered thv province to show I bn Khutlfdi the 
utmost deference, and to consult his wishes as far as possible. 

Quitting Murcia, Alin an mw continued his march to 
Catalonia, and after defeating Count Borreh arrived before 
Barcelona on Wednesday, July 1. On the following Monday 
he took it by storm, Most of the soldiers and the citizens 
were put to the sword and the rest were enslaved. The 
town was then pillaged and burned. 1 

Almanzor, always indefatigable, had scarcely returned 
from this, his twenty-third campaign/ when, eager for iwv. 
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coiif]mads, he turned his attention tit Mauritania, l'or several 
VCitrs this country lincl I wen subject to Jiokigguin, Viceroy 
of I&ikiu, but towards the end of Unit prince's reign, and 
still more after his death (May. U8+), the Omayyad faction 
had shown signs of re vivid* Several towns, such us Fez 
and Sijilmesa. had already shaken tiff the Fn timid yoke, 
when mt almost forgotten African prince reappeared upon 
the scene. This was the Edrisid, tlm Keiinuii- In Ujt- 
days of Ifukam II. Hut Kemiim, as we have related, hud 
surrendered to Glialih, and having lie.cn brought to Cordova 
hnd remained there until Muvhnfy allowed him to reside in 
funis, subject to tin undertaking Unit he would not return 
to Mauritania. This promise, however, Ibu Kennim never 
intended to keep. Kepairing to the court of the Fatimid 
Kiialif. he importuned that prince, during ten years, t" 
reinstate him. Supplied, at length, with troops and money, 
he returned to his native country, and having purchased the 
support of many Berber chiefs, lie seemed in u fair way to 
attain his object. Tins Aluuui/or could not permit* and he 
took the necessary steps to check the FdrtskJ, despatching 
a large force to Mauritaiiia under his cousin Askeleja. The 
war did not hist long ; too feeble to oiler effectual resistance, 
Ibu Kennim surrendered, after obtaining from Askelejn a 
promise tluil his life should be spared uud that lie should be 
permitted to reside at Cordova as before. 

Such a promise, mode to ji man who whs as ambitious as 
he was treacherous, was undoubtedly an imprudent one, uiiil 
it may well be doubted whether Askeleja had been nuthor- 
ir-ed to give it. The A mb chroniclers throw little light 
upon tiie matter* but Alnnmzor's condact leads us to suspect 
that Askdeja exceeded his powers. 'Hie Minister declared 
the compact null and void, and I Im Kennim was brought 
to Spain, and was beheaded ai. nighi * on the road from 
Algerines to Cordova, in September or October* OKJ. 

Although lbn Kennim had been a cruel tyrant, who 
took o savage delight in hurling his prisoners from lit* 
** Engles' Hock.” the circumstances of his death seem eveiy- 
wherc to luive excited commiseration. He was. it must In? 
remembered, a thurff, or descendant of ■ AM, the ProphetV 
son-in-law. I’o compass tlic death of such uu one was 
sacrilege, in the eyes of the ignorant and superstition- 
masses. Even the rough troopers who, in obedience to 
orders, 1 1 ltd carried out tlie execution, felt scruples, and a 
whirlwind which suddenly arose and Hung them to the 
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enamd ll icy regarded an a miraculous retribution from 
heaven. Some inveighed against the impiety of Almanzor’s 
deed, others against. his perfidy, deckring that he should 
1 mvc kept the pledge given hy his lieutenant as though it 
IiekI been his own. These charges were made ojwnly. 
despite tilt* dread inspired hy the Minister, and the growing 
disaffection became so manifest, that Alronnicor could not 
shut Isis eyes to the state of public opinion and began to 
feel grave'distraietude. Judge then of Ids wrath when he 
Icamt. that Askelcia wag more indignant than any one. and 
thin in the hearing of his men he hail dared to spei k of iiis 
kinsman's act as treachery- Such elfirontery called tor 
exemplary p unishm ent. Alnmnzor forthwith ordered his 
cousin to return immediately to Spain, impeached him of 
malversation and high treason, and his execution duly lot 
lowed, in October or November, 985. ‘flic popular clamour 
was redoubled- Pity for Askekrju was added to that fur 
the luckless nharij\ and it was asked whether Ahnxm/or had 
not given fresh proof of his ruthlessness and of Ills contem pt 
for even the tics of blond in ((jmpastung his cousin's dwlli, 
Ihu Kennun's kinsfolk, disappointed in the hopes which 
they Jmd formed when that prince seemed likely to moke 
himself master of Mimritanin, did their utmost to stir up 
discontent. On their designs reaching AJtmmv.or's curs, lie 
decreed their banishment. They wen- accordingly expelled 
from both Spain and Mauritania, hut before they departed, 
one of them, named Ibrahim il>« Edris, discharged a last 
shaft against the Minister in the shape ofa lengthy poem 
which enjoyed mucli popularity', and of which the following 
verses ore u specimen : 

" Much Mr ejtllfl tiuil I .11x1!! Kncllii^v is mj wJ lot ’ MbfortviH! 'iii; ■- 
me; In: u my creditor, i«hi> fhe wmacat tlw HU t“.U, due prtsculA it tt* 
111 ,. . . . Event* Iijii-c atupetied 'uc : ipfevoUi is «ur calamity mid imncdl 
able. I cm 1 tcnrctlv bctlorr my ey<-v which *ton to deceive nir tan 
tin- OiiuitT»il> .ull rwi, «ml (irrmU , hooch-bock' U, tub thdr '«f 
t mplt, » ■ 1 « Soldier* ntnrdi M-idr « litter where.. n-d Ui««>n 

Sum* ofOniiiyyn, ><- wh» of old dvmt like the *Ur* «1 mill ril All, bo" J1 
tiiiir .'ll rv ilt-|iflrted " t> 111 * y nt-l-o like 1 l'lii ■!*. *lldl flu !■ 1 r * — 1 1 
*11trn Ji.rr Ttrt Fax liiilb KMUril the wtvrfrigntr < “ 

"The I ■ ox —for we see tint the nickname bestowed in 
Mus-hafy s verses - till clung to AImati/or—I uni become tsm* 
v inced that he must take speedy steps to regain his popularity. 
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1 L' accordingly determined to enlarge the Mosque, which 
luid become too small to accommodate the Cordovan* ha 
well its the multitude of African troops. He begun by 
expropriating the owners of the holies situated on the luuri 
required. This measure whs one which needed very delicate 
handling to lie rendered acceptable: hut Almanzor was 
extraordinarily tactful in such matters. Summoning each 
householder alone into his presence—in itself a high honour 
—he would say to turn: “My friend, it is my intention to 
enlarge the Mosque, that sacred edifice whence we address 
our prayers to heaven, and 1 wish to purchase your house for 
the good of the Moslem community and at the expense of 
the Treasury, which overflows with riche*—thanks to the 
booty which" 1 have wrested from the unbelievers. Tel! itir, 
therefore, tin- value you set upon your property ; be not difTL 
dent: boldly name your price 1" t T pon the owner naming 
whut he doubtless considered mi exorbitant sum, the Minister 
would cry, " That is far too little ! Your modesty is exces¬ 
sive, Come now, I will give you twice as much!" Where¬ 
upon. the happy owner was not only paid in ready money, 
but was provider! with another house. Nevertheless :. lady 
was found who for a long time refused to give up her home, 
In her garden there stood a beautiful palm-tree to which she 
was greatly attached, and when at last she consented to part 
w ith lier property it was only on condition that another house 
should Ift In mg lit tor her, having in its garden just such 
another tree. This was hard to find: but the Minister, on 
hearing the lady’s stipulation, exclaimed: u What she asks 
for must lie obtained, if we have to empty the exchequer I " 
After great difficulty a house to the Indy's liking was dis¬ 
covered, ami bought for her at iui exorbitant price. 

Such liberality bore fruit. The Minister might lie open 
to gra\ c reproach, hut it could not be denied that he was 
capable of generous and princely dealing, whilst the dev mil 
were obliged to admit that the enlargement of the Mosque 
was a highly meritorious design. 

And, when once the work hud lieeii begun, what a sight 
met tiie Cordovans’ eyes! \ multitude of Christian cap¬ 

tives. with irons on their ankles, were employed to clear the 
ground. Never before, it was said, had Islam's star shone 
with such glory; never had the unbelievers been so deeply 
humiliated! And then, A l in tm/or himself—the all-powerful 
ruler, the greatest Captain of the flay—might have been seen 
plying the pickaxe, the trowel, or'the saw, like a simple 
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labourer—and all to line glory of God ! In view of such u 
spectacle, detraction"s voice was silenced. 

While the enlargement of tin: Mosnue was sLill in pro¬ 
gress, war against Leon was renewed. The Moslem troops 
quartered in that kingdom treated it as a conquered country, 
and when Bemiudo 51 cum plained of their conduct to 
Aimanzor, the latter replied disdainfully. At last Kite king 
lost patience, and, mustering ]lif - expelled the 

Moslems, 

Alnianzor fell it necessary to tench Bermudo niiuLher 
lesson, and. at the bottom of his heart, by *10 means regretted 
tliis renewal of war; for battles, victories, and conquest* 
would provide the citizens with snore desirable subjects "I 
conversation than oilier matters, which, in his opinion, in no 
wise concerned them. Warlike topics were soon abundantly 
provided. Capturing Coimbra in June, ihiT. Almoiwor so 
far wrecked the town that it remained desolate for seven 
years. Next year, crossing the Donro, the Moslem army 
burst into Leon like a torrent, bringing death and destruc¬ 
tion in its train. Towns, castles, convents, churches. 1 mm lets 

— none were spared. Bcnmidci had tlirowu hinisell into 
Zamora, doubtless in the Indict that this town would bo the 
lirst to be attacked, but Almamwr passed it by. and marched 
straight on Leon, He had on a previous occasion nearly 
succeeded in capturing the city, but its strong citadel, mas¬ 
sive towers gateways nf >ulisl marble, and Homan walls mule 
than twenty feet thick, enabled it to hold out fur n long time 
against all the efforts of the enemy. At length a hr each 
was made near the Western date, at a moment when the 
Commander of the garrison, GottSalvo Gonzales, 1 a Galician 
Count, was struck down bv grievous sickness. Hut so press¬ 
ing was tbe danger, that the t ount, ill though he was, forth¬ 
with donned Ids armour and was borne on a litter to the 
breach. By his exhortations and bis mere presence tic re¬ 
vived the Hogging courage of the soldiers, and for three day* 
tbev succeeded in keeping the enemy at bay, but on the 
fourth, the Moslems hunt'into the town through the South¬ 
ern Gate. A dreadful carnage ensued. Tbe Count lumseU, 
whose heroism should have inspired reaped, was slain in bis 
litter. The massacre over, the work of destruction 1>egan. 
Scarcely one stone of Leon was left upon another. The 

» Lttrai tifTnr. Ilir «'lr «aUmrit}'uii ihf (mittf, ln»» " " 
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gateways, towers and walls, the citadel, the dwelliiigdiouses 
were utterly demolished. A single tower, standing near the 
Northern Gate, and of about the same height as the others, 
was Left s landing, l»y Almajnor'* command, in order to show 
future generations tlie former strength of I lie city which lie 
had swept OIF the face of the earth. 

The _Moslems then withdrew* in the direction of Zamora, 
and having burned t*n their way the splendid monasteries of 
San Pedro d'Kslonsn and Sohagun,' triey laid siege to that 
city. 1 term u d« displayed less courage than his lien tenant at 
1 -eurt. and secretly took to flight, The inhabitants tliereu pon 
surrendered the town lo Abnauzor, who gave it up to pi I 
lagif. Nearly all the Counts now acknowledged AlOJIUMBOr 
as their sovereign, and the districts bordering on the '■ta 
were all that were left to Bcnmudo, 

On his return to Zuhira after this glorious campaign, 
Aluiflij/.or was obliged to turn his attention to urgent 
matters of grave importance, for lie discovered that many 
Mivods of influence were plotting against him, and that 
ids sou ‘Abdallah, a youth of twenty-two. tvas of their 
number. 

Though m brave ami dashing cavalier, Abdallah was not 
beloved of his father. The fact was that the latter had 
reason to doubt Jib paternity; though of this the young 
man was unaware, ‘Abdullah, at any rate, saw tJuiL bis 
brother ‘Abd a!-Malik, who was his junior by more than six 
years—and greatly Ins inferior, he considered, in talents and 
courage—-was always preferred by Ahn&nzor, mid he had 
conceived bitter resentment against his father even lie fore 
arriving at Zaragoza, where resided the Viceroy of lk- 
nortliHaeitern frontier, the Todjibite 'Abd-cr-Ktdiman ilni 
MotamC The atmosphere of this Court proved poison to 
1 Abdallah. His host was the bend of an illustrious famih 
m which the riccroyship of tlie province bad been hereditary 
for a century, and since Alman/or had successively laid low 
the most powerful men in the empire, the Viceroy naturally 
feared that, a,* the last remaining noble, it would soon be 
Id* turn to fill victim to the Minister's ambition. He hud 
resolved not to await passively this event, but to re volt at 
the first, favourable opportunity. He thought this had now 
arrived: and ‘Abdallah seemed 3 very suitable instrument 
He fomented the young man's animosity against bis father. 


1 See !(Uj, mt, 4* t*wn, J. KJH, ttlld tUj>, ,«$t., 1 tmk. Mlffl. 
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find begun to libit of rebellion. At lust they determined to 
take up arms soon iu> circumstances permitted, ami agreed 
tlint en the event of their being iictonous they would parti- 
lion Spain imlwetm Lliem. 'A iHlallnh ruling in the South, 
it: id ‘Ahd-er-liaJunfui in the N'orili. Many highly-pi need 
functionaries. both in the army and the civil service, juined 
in the plot, among then) being 'Abdallah M Flint-heart.' 
then Governor of Toledo, Thecoiapimcy was a formidable 
one, hut its rami lira l ions welt; too wide-spread to remain 
long hidden from the vigilant Minister. S’ague rumours, 
gradually acquiring precision, riune to Almanzurs tsars, mid 
lie immediately took effectual measures to battle his enemies 
designs. Recalling ‘Abdallah, he inspired him with false 
eonttdenec by loading him with tokens of approbation and 
affection He next soul for ‘Abdallah *■ Flmt-heart. 1 ’ ami 
relieved him of the government of Toledo, but so courteously. 
an<l un such a plausible pretext, that the prince’s suspicion* 
were not aroused. A little kter T however, A Imtm/or deprived 
him of ins vixi endup, ami forbade him to <|uit hi* dwelling. 

1 laving thus rendered harmless two of the chief con¬ 
spirators, the Minister prepared to lake the field ii gainst 
t jstilc, mid ordered the generah of the frontier to join him. 
Abder-UalimAlt obeyed with the rest Almamor there¬ 
upon secretly instigated tlie sdldier* of Znrugwu to lodge 
i-om plain tv against the Viceroy, This they did, anti upon 
’Abd-er Rahman being incused of appropriating tmii ortheir 
pay. Alin 11 rwor deposed him (dune ft, 989). Not wishing, 
however, to become embroiled with the whole clan of the 
Beni Husbitn. he appointed 4 A bd-er-Rahman s sun. 1 dty;i 
Simeju, Viceroy of the northern frontier in his father's stead 
A few days later * A (xi-er-Itnl 1 man was arrested, but without 
receiving any hint that Lhe plot had been discovered: il was 
merely announced that an ini] uiry would lie held as to the 
way in which the ex-viceroy had employed the sum* en 
trusted to him Ibr the payment of his troops. 

Not lung after this, the young ‘Abdallah, in obedience 
to order*, rejoined the army. Alnuuizor endeavoured to 
rr y«in his affection by nets of kindness. but in vain. 'A b 
dalfnh was determined definitely to break with bis Mber, 
nnd during the siege of San Estcvan do Gonnuz, ho stole 
away from the camp, uecoinpoiiied only by six pages. <■> 
seek* refuge with Gama t- eruundtv.. Count of Castile. 
The Count promised him his protection, and in spite of 
Atiunuzor s tWats kept his wool for a year. Hut during 
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this period lie suffered reverse after reverse: iic was not 
only defeated in the open Heidi but in August. be lost 
Osmn—wbicli Atimm/or garrisoned with Moslems—ami in 
October Alcoba w«s wrested from him: finally he was 
furred to sue for pcaifc and to surrender 'Abdallah. 

A Castilian escort conducted the young rel>el towards 
Almnnzor's camp. lie set out seated on a splendidly 
caparisoned mule, u gift from the County and being con¬ 
vinced that his father would pardon firm, he felt no un¬ 
easiness. On the way he met 11 Mimihmm detachment 
under the command of Sivd. This officer having kissed 
-Abdullah's I wind, assured him that he had nothing to fear, 
for his father looked upon what he had done as a mere 
net «f folly, which hi so young a. mart might be pardoned. 
-Such were lib assurance* while the Castilians were present; 
but when they bad retired, and the cavalcade reached the 
Dotiro, Stvd fell lank to the rear, ;uid the soldiers bode 
■ A hd all ah dismount and prepare for death. At these Word-., 
unexpected though they were, the valiant • A mind showed 
mi emotion, lie leaped lightly from his mule, and with a 
tranquil mien, yielded his neck, without <« tremor, to the 
fatal stroke (Sept. :t, lino?. His accomplice ‘Abd-rr 
Ratmuin hurl already paid the penalty. Found guilty of 
mu l venation, lie Imd been beheaded at Z&hiro. 'Abdallah 
" Hint-heart' had, however, succeeded in escaping and had 
found protection witli Hermudo. 

Alnnmzor was by no means com cut with having t rumpled 
out the conspiracy. He Imd not forgiven the Count of 
Castile for harbouring ‘Abdullah, and by wav of reprisal, lit 
instigated S audio, the Count - son, to rebel,'in turn, against 
bis father. Supported by must of the influential Castilian . 
Siiiieho took up arms in 004, and Alnianv.or, who immedi¬ 
ately declared for him. seized the fortresses of San Estevttl 
arid Chinia. Ahimnzor, however, wished to bring the war 
to a speedy dose. H is courtiers, accustomed to agree with 
him. at any rate ostensibly, shared his impatience, and there 
was im better mode of pleasing the Minister than to assure 
him that Cnn-ia seemed likely soon to yield. Now the poet 
Sii-td one day presented him with a deer, winch he led uy * 
cord, and recited a nut very brilliant poem, ill which the 
following verses occurred : 

*■ J, v'lmr nhitvt 1 . whuttYuurevnicd frun* pm-rtr ai»I IimiIi'.J «uli bcuuiUeti 
l»rifijjyoii this H<rcr- Ikr iwracd litou 'flarriit ' uid I brine liim »iii» 
hi' iiwt in 4 In the hnpr Ihul my jmigmitir iimv nmir Inn - ." 
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By n strange diancc Lite prediction wit* fulfilled: Coicia 
hud been made prisoner, between Aleocer awl Langa, on 
the hanks of the Dome, on that very day * Monday, May 25, 
095). rive day* Inter the Count died from the dftd of 
his wcnmds,' and Soncho's authority was henceforth midi* 
puted: lie was, however, obliged to pay yearly tribute to the 
Moslems. 

In the autumn of the same year Alnmuzur took the 
offensive against Berm u do. to punish him for having liar- 
L,mired mother conspirator, The king was in pitiable ea-se. 
He possessed scarcely the shadow' of authority, The nobles 
had laid their inuids oa ids territories, his serfs, and hi* 
flocks; these they hml shared by lot among themselves, and 
when lie expostulated they laughed him to scorn, Even 
Urd-ownet*. t<i whom lie "lutii entrusted the defence of u 
castle here and there, broke into revolt. Every now and 
then a rumour of Bcrraudo s death was spread — but whether 
it were true or not mattered little. It was indeed sheer 
foolhardiness in him to brave Alman/.or. \V hat hope could 
he Imve tif resisting that all-conquering’ warrior ? Absolutely 
none; and lie soon repented of his impudence. Having 
lost AsLorga—which after the destruction of Leon he liiul 
made his Capital, hot which on the approach of the foe he 
had prudently abandoned—he adopted the wisest course, 
niid sued for peace. This he obtained on condition that 
he surrendered 'Abdullah “ Hint-heart, and paid a yearly 
tribute. 

Having taken tlieir Capital from the Count* Con Kit ol 
Carrion who, it appears, hid slighted his authority— 
Almonzor marched homewards, bringing will* him the un¬ 
fortunate ‘Abdallah, who had been delivered up to him in 
November. As might have been foreseen, a bitter punish¬ 
ment was inflicted on lilts prince. Loaded with chains, and 
mounted on a camel, hr was led tgnomiiuously through the 
streets of tin Capital, preceded by a herald who proclaimed ; 
* Behold 'Abdallah, sou of ‘Alai aPAafa. who forsook Islam 
to make common cause with tin. 4 enemies of the faith! 
When he heard these words for the first, time, the prince in 
his indignation cried out. “Thnil liest I Say milter, ‘ Ik- 
hold a man who fled through fear: lie aimed nt sovereignty, 
but he is neither a polytheiat nor an apostate! " 

‘Abdallah, however, had no force of character: he did 
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not remember Lhul a conspirator needs, above nil tilings, to 
arm himself with courage. When lying in prison, in daily 
dread of the scaffold, lie showed cowardice unworthy of Ins 
high birth and strongly contrasted with the fortitude displayed 
by lik frlimv-consnirntor. the son of A [manor. In verses 
Which he sent to the Minister he pleaded that his flight was 
nn ill-advised act. and he sought to appease Almaraor's 
wrath by flattery, calling him the noblest of men: '* Never." 
he wrote, " hath the unfortunate besought tin pity in vain: 
thy bounties mid mercies ore as the rain from heaven. 1 
Such cringing availed him a little. Ahuoiizor spared his life 
because he despised him: bul ‘Abdallah remained in prison 
and did not regain his liberty t ill after the Minister k death. 

\ L iimtmi:. lift) Ktmlritn, “ Hut my of Ihr I hriitiiri .>/ Spam 

(tnuksL), lu Diuv r * Uecbrfrkrt (IOSli L 89-H6J Jlul.Jn JlfriVn, 
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CHAPTER XI 


>ANXLU;<> iiK ( 

UiMANKOli. who had been sovereign dcfttfln for I.Wrrity 
A years, hud set his heart on reigning ik jttre. Wind 
indeed were those who did not. foresee that this was the goal 
towards which he had teen advancing—slowly, warily, with 
ruleuhiled stqjs, hut with n pertinacity not to te mistaken. 

In 9U1 he resigned Ins title of fuljib, or Prime Minister, 
in favour of his son *Abd nb Malik, then scarcely eighteen 
years old. announcing at Ute same time that henceforth tic 
desired to be referred to as Almannor, simply. 

In U92 be decreed that In documents issuing from the 
chancellery his own seal, instead of the Khalifs, should be 
affixed; mid he assumed the surname of Muwmyad, which 
the Khalif u-lso bore, 

tu JWO he commanded I hut the designation of taunt 
< lord i should be applied to himself alone, and at tlic same 
time he assumed the title of mtttik tmrtm (noble kingt. 

King, thereforei he hud become- hut, its yet. opt Khalil. 
If any obstacle stood in the way of his attainment of the 
supreme dignity, it was assuredly not II i stem II. He was. 
nut to be dreaded. Although the Prince was now in the 
prime of life, he hud never shown the least initiative, nor 
winced the slightest desire to shake oiF the yoke which lay 
upon him. There was nothing, moreover, to te feared from 
the prince* nf the blood. Almanzor had put to dentil the 
most formidable, exiled others, and reduced the rest almost 
to poverty He was far from having any cause to think 
the army* likely hi thwart his ambitious. Composed as it 
was, for the most part, nf Hcrters, Christians of the North, 
Slavs, and .wildier* who had been prisoners of war in their 
infancy —in fact, Of ndventurers of every kind—-the army 
was his own; do wlint he would, he could rely on their 
blind obedience. What then need Alniimor&vl 

He feared the nation. Kidihii H was a stranger to 
his people: few, even in his Capital* hud seen his fare, for 
Upon the rare amis ions on which be quitted his gilded prison 
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to visit one of bis country palaces, he was surrounded by 
tbc ladies of the harem; like them he was, moreover, 
wrapped in a large hooded cloak, so that he could not be 
distinguished among the women, while the streets through 
which he passed were lined with troops by the Minister's 
express orders. Vet, in spite of his seclusion, Hishiim was 
beloved of his people. Was he not son of the just ami 
virtuous Habtirn II. and grandson of the illustrious *Abi!- 
er-Huhmiln III? Was he not, above all, the legitimate 
monarch ! 

Reverence for the principle of legitimacy was firmly 
rooted in every heart, hut it flourished in even greater 
vigour among the commonalty than among the noble*. 
The latter, for the most part of Arab origin, could perhaps 
convince themselves that a change of dynasty from tunc 
to time might be useful, or even necessary: but no such 
ideas entered the minds of the people, who were of Spanish 
stock. Side by side with religious sentiments, love for the 
dynasty was ingrained in their hearts. Although AImanzor 
had brought tire country glory and prosperity hitherto 
undreamed of. the people could not forgi ve him for making 
the Kim-if. La all intents, n Slide prisoner, ami they were 
ready to break out into general insurrection if the Minister 
dared to make any attempt to place himself upon the 
throne, 

AlmansBor was well aware of this fact — hence h is prudence 
and hesitation — but he trusted to a gradual change in public 
opinion ; he (tattered himself with the hone that in the end 
the Khalif would be wholly forgotten, and that nil thoughts 
would centre on himself alone : in that case the change ol 
dynasty would cause no convulsion. 

' It w’els well for Alinimaor that he hud postponed his 
crowning project He was soou to be convinced that after 
all bis [lower hung by a thread, 1 )cspitc his conquests and 
his renown, he came near to bdng overthrown by a woman. 
That woman was Aurora. She had once loved him, but 
the ngt* of tender sentiments hnd passed for both of them; 
they quarrelled. and, as often happens, love was replaced in 
Lheir hearts, not by indifference but by hatred, Aurora did 
nothing by halves: devoted us n lover, in resentment die 
whs, implacable. She resolved upon Almanzor's ruin, and 
to this end she stirred up something like indignation even 
in the tranquil harem. She expostulated with her son and 
told him that honour demanded that lie should ptay the 
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man and at last break the joke which a tyrannical minister 
litid laid upon him. She worked a miracle: she aroused in 
ilic Utkk'it of mortals a faint dicker of determination and 
energy. TM:> Almauzor soon discovered. The Khal if began 
hy treating him c oldly; then, taking courage. he hazarded 
uonie reproaches \V idling to lay the tempest, the Minister 
removed from the seraglio certain persons whom he deemed 
dangerous* hut as lie could not rkl himself of her who wav 
the soul of the conspiracy, this measure merely served to 
inflame the enemy's rage- 'Hie Nnvaitese woman wav 
tireless: possessor of an iron will, slit proved an opponent 
worthy of her former lover's steeL Her agents everywhere 
spread a reirnrt that tlic Kludif judged that the time had 
come for him to exercise personal and untrammelled 
sovereignty, and that lie counted upon hK people's loyalty 
to deliver him from his gaoler* The Sultana's emissaries 
even crossed the Straits, ami, simultaneously with riotous 
outbreaks in Cordova, the standard of revolt was raised 
by Ziri ibn At in. Viceroy of Mauritania, who declared that 
lie would no longer permit his rightful sovereign to be kept 
in durance by a domineering minister. 

Ziri was the only man whom AJiuanzor still feared: the 
only limn, rather, whom lie had ever feared, for as a rule he 
despised his emmies too much to stand in dread of them. 
Tins semi-barbarian chieftain had preserved in the .African 
deserts an energy, resolution, and pride of race which denied 
to belong to an earlier age, and already, though sorely against 
the grain, Abnanzor hud submitted to the ascendancy of 
his swill, penetrating, and caustic intellect. Some years 
before, he had received a visit from Ziri, and upon that 
occasion had loaded him with tokens of esteem , he hail con¬ 
ferred upon him the title of Vizier with the emoluments 
attached to that dignity and inscribed all the members of 
bis retinue upon the military pay-sheet, and, finally. Ziri 
bad not been suffered to depart until he had been amply 
repaid for the expenses of his journey and Ids presents. Uut 
by this generosity the Viceroy whs *|uitc untouched. When 
Jit- landed once more in Africa, he raised his hand to his 
head and said, “ Tor the present, thott still be longest to 
me! Later, Upon one of bis servants addressing him ns 
"My lord Vizier, 1 * “ Lord VjAcr?" he exclaimed: "To 
the devil with thy * lord Vizier 1 1 am an Emir. and son of 

an Elmir. Ibn Abi 'Amir—niggard that be is—instead of 
paying me good hard cash, bedizens me with a degrading 

2 k 
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title! By the living God I he would not he what lie is if 
Spain contained any besides fpoLs find cowards I Thanks to 
heaven. I am at home again, and that proverb lielh not 
which sail It. 1 Better hear tell of the devil than see him. 1 ' 
These words, which would have cost any other speaker his, 
head, reached the ears of Almanzor, who however appeared 
to disregard them, and not tong afterwards even appointed 
Ziii viceroy of all Mauritania. Almanzor, although he 
feared, and perhaps haled, hint, believed Ziri to be sincere 
:uid loyal. TJie event showed Llmt he was mistaken. Be¬ 
neath '« mask of blunt frankness Ziri concealed not a little 
craft and ambition. He allowed himself to he easily tempted 
by Aurora’s promised lirilrc. and by the chivalrous part she 
suggested his playing. He would lift Altafcnior's yoke from 
the JikaJifs neck—and replace it hy Ids own. 

Aurora was fully aware that payment in advance was 
necessary, and with a woman s wit, had hit upon a plan for 
procuring the money and conveying it to her ally. The 
treasury, situated within the palace of the Ivhatifute, con* 
Laiued about six million pieces of gold ; taking thence eighty 
thousand pieces, Aurora placed them in a hundred jars 
which she filled up with honey, cordials and household 
condiments. These jars, appropriately labelled, she en¬ 
trusted to certain Slavs who conveyed them outside the 
city to a spot which she indicated, The artifice was success¬ 
ful The Prefect’s suspicions were not aroused, tmd the 
Slavs were allowed to pass with their burdens. The money 
was already on its way to Mauritania, when Ahimn/ur hy 
some means discovered the stratagem. He was seriously 
alarmed. Perhaps he would have been less perturbed if 
he had known that Aurora had merely made free with the 
monarch's store, hut all the circumstances seemed to point 
to her having acted by the Ivhuhffc authority, and if that 
was the case the situation was indeed critical. Something, 
however, must he done. Almas izor accordingly assembled 
the viziers, magistrates, divines, and other personage* of 
importance in the court and the city. 

Having informed the assembly that the Klmlif, entirely 
devoted its lie was to religious exercises, had made |lD 
attempt to prevent the ladies of the harem pilfering frt*** 
the treasury, be demanded formal permission to remove 
the exchequer to a safer place, The authorization »**’■ 
granted, but without practical result, for when the officials 
presented themselves at tlie palace to remove the money < 
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Aurora refused io admit them, alleging that the Ivhulif lor- 
hade the coffers to be touched. 

Almnrmor was confronted by it dilemma. To employ 
force would be to p0at violence to the Ivhalif Inmself, and 
if Almsman were to venture upon such a step inmiirectkm 
would instantly follow: the city was ripe for revolt, ami 
a wit i Led hut the sign id. Perilous though the situation whs, 
it would nevertheless not become hopeless until Zirl land -d 
with an army in Spa in and the Khalit proved him sc It n 
man of steadfast determination, But Ziri was still in A frira, 
and the klndif was mfinn of purpose: Alrounsur therefore 
did not yet love heart I'laying a desperate game, he 
contrived, unknown to Aurora, to gain audience of the 
monarch. Such was the ascendancy of a masterful spirit 
over vacillating timidity, that after u few minutes converse 
the Minister found himself once more king, The Klialif 
confessed that he was incapable of personal rule, and be 
further authorized the removal of the treasure. Hut this 
did not satisfy Almnn/or, hi order to cut the ground from 
beneath I he feet of the ill-disposed, he insisted on a solemn 
declaration, in writing. The Ivhalif promised to sign what- 
ever was placed before him. and Alnmn/or forthw ith drew up 
a document hr virtue of which 1 livlnim resigned to him the 
administration of the realm as here to tore. This instrument 
was signed by the Khalif in the presence of many notables 
who affixed their signatures us witnesses, (February or March, 
ilU7), and Almansor took care to give it »H possible publicity. 

Thenceforth all fear of a revolt in the Capital was at 
au end. Who would attempt to set free a captive who 
shrank from Liberty ? 

Alnta.ii/.or, however, thought it well to out the populace 
in good humour. They were for ever clamouring fur a 
sight of their monarch. It should be granted to Lhcm. 
IIKham, accordingly, made a progress on horseback through 
the streets sceptre in baud, and wearing on his Head the 
lofty headdress which the Khalifs alone were entitled to 
assume. He was accompanied by Alumn/or mid the entire 
court, Dense crowds thronged the route, hut perfect order 
was maintained, and not a single seditious cry was raised 

Aurora bowed to the inevitable. Humiliated, weary, 
heart'broken, she sought in religion forgetluhieaa ol the 
past, and compensation for her lost hopes/ There remained 
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'Am. He hud become much less formidable uow that lie 
could no longer reckon upon morul support !rom the Khalif 
ti or funds from Aurora, AlnimuOT fWt tluit the time i<^r 
negotiation had passed, Tie accordingly declared Aid an 
fliitlnw, and ordered his frcediUMi iidliih to t:ikc the held 
against him at the head of n well-equimied lon e. 

It might have been thought unFikely that Aimanxor 
would undertake another war hefort this Mauritanian- cam- 
pit)u]i had been concluded. But he had no hesitation in 
doing so. The Minister had in fact already planned, in 
concert with the Counts of Leon, a vigorous expedition 
against Bermudo, who, with loo much reliance ^ on the 
diversion in Ins favour which he thought Ziri $ revolt would 
crnise, \mi ventured to refill payment uf tribute. Although 
ciraunstaneos dumped, Aliuiur/or adhered La Um <te- 
^iixri : perhaps he wished to show Xiri, Bermuda and all his 
enemies, actual anti potential, that he was well able to wage 
two wars simultaneously. However this may be, he Imd nut 
over-estimated his ability, for the Campaign lie was about to 
enter upon— afterwards known its that of Santiago de t’om- 
postelii—was destined to be the most famous ol all those 
waged during the conqueror's long career. 

With die exception of the Eternal City,.there was no 
place in Europe more renowned for its sanctity than Com¬ 
postela in Galicia, Its fame, how ever, was not of very long 
standing. It was in the days of Char l em agne,so ran the 
legend, that certain folk told Theodemir. Bishop of Inn 
.now El Padroni, that they htul seen during the ntabt 
strange lights in a thicket, whence also proceeded ravishing 
strains of unearthly music. Suspecting a miracle, the bishop 
prepared himself for the proof by three days of prayer and 
fasting ; then, entering the thicket, he discovered a marble 
tomb. By divine inspiration he was enabled to announce 
that this was none other than the sepulchre of the Apostle 
S. .lames, son of Zehcdec—who. according to tradition, had 
preached the Gospel in Spain—and the bishop was further 
able to relate that after the Apostle had been beheaded at 
Jerusalem by order of Herod, the disciples bore the body l« 
Halida, and buried it there, hi another age these asserttous 
would, perhaps, have been disputed, but Ui those days of 
simple faith none laid the hardihood to raise irreverent 
doubts when the Church spoke, mid even if some had been 
disposed to be incredulous, the solemn declaration of l^jpe 
Leo III that the tomb in question was truly that of i>. 
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James, cut short nil criticism 1 Thcodcitiir's opinion was 
therefore regarded as h revelation, and kite Galicians rejoiced 
llinL in their hind rested tile hones of an Apostle. It was t he 
wish of Alfonso I f Unit the Bishop of Irm should hence* 
fori It reside near the spot where the A (tattle lay, and over 
the tomb he built n church. At a later period Alfonso 
erected a larger and more tiemitifu! edifice, and. in eotis* 
((iienec of the many rniiudcs worked within it* walls, this 
soon acquired great renown. By the cud of the tent h 
century the famous shrine of Santiago de Compostela had 
become Llie resort of pilgrims from Trance, Italy, and 
Germany, and even from the remotest regions of the 
KavL' 

In Andalusia, therefore. everybody had heard of Com* 
p >slek ami its splendid Cathedral, which—to use the phrase 
of an Arab chronicler—was U> Christians wluit the Ku'bu 
nl Mecca was to M us u] mans. Nevertheless, to the Afldnltn 
shuts the holy place was known only by hearsay : to see it, 
it was necessary to he taken captive by the Galicians, for no 
Arab prince hud yet dreamed of penetrating, with an army, 
this rugged and distant region. 

Hut what none had even attempted. Almanzor resolved 
so accomplish: lit* wished to show that what was impossible 
for others was feasible for himself, and he conceived the 
H-nbition of destroying tlie most hallowed sanctuary <»l 
(slums foes, the shrine of that Apostle who. the j.eOHCsc 
helievcd, had often fought in their ranks. 

On Saturday. July 3. ih)7. Almaraor >et out from 
Cordova at the head of his cavalry, lie proceeded, by way 
of Cork, to Viseu, where he was joined by a number of 
Counts who acknowledged his authority : thence he pushed 
on lo Oporto, where he found his Meet which had sailed from 
Ivan- Abi-Diinb (now Aleacer do Sal. in Portugal). The 
fleet had conveyed the infantry—who had thus been spared 
a long march—as well as ample stores of arms and provisions. 
The vessels, moored stem to stem, formed, moreover, a 
bridge by winch the army crossed the l>otiro. Since the 
district between the I >ouro and the Minho belonged tu 
friendly Counts, the Moslems t raversed it without encounter¬ 
ing any riifHcultit-s .save those tine to the physical features of 
the region, the most formidable of which was a lofty mid 
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precipitous mountain range over which AlmwiKir's sappers 
constructed <1 road. 

Crossing the Minbo, the army entered Uie enemy'-; 
country. Henceforth vigilance was needed—the inure so 
since the Lcouese contingent seemed none ton well di*>po%ed. 
Their consciences, so long torpid, suddenly uwoke at the 
thought that they were nlxin.it to commit the foulest sacrilege, 
and tliev might have frustrated the expedition, had not 
Almim/or, wlio had got wind of their designs, checkmated 
them lwforc it was U>o lute. The narrative of the chroniclers 
is. in effect, ns follows: The night was chid ami rainy when 
ALiiiiiiir-or summoned a Moslem troop®? on whom he could 
rely- "Hide with all ha-. Ur,” he said, "to Uie defile of 
Talijires: 1 there act ;is sentinel, and bring me the first HUD 
who approaches the pass. The horseman instantly rode 
off, reached the defile, and watched throughout the night, 
execrating the had weather, but without seeing a living 
being, dust as the first streaks of dawn appeared, how¬ 
ever, there was to he seen approaching, from the direction 
of the camp, an old man seated on an ass. He was 
apparently a wood-cutter, and carried with him the tools of 
Ins culling. The sentinel challenged him, and asked him 
whither he was going, "To fell trees in the fbrestre pi its! 
the peasant. The soldier was embarrassed. Could tins he 
the man whom the Cem-rnl desired to be brought to Idui ■ 

11 seemed highly improbable tiud lie would cure to w-'C 
this beggarly old man. Accordingly he allowed the wood* 
cutter to pass cm. A few moments later, however, he 
remembered that Almauzor's orders had tarn precise, and 
tluit it w«s perilous to disobey them, Cutting spurs t' 1 his 
horse, he caught up the old man. *■ 1 must conduct you. 
he sjtid. " to my master Almanzar." " What can Almanr-oi 1 

have to say to such on one as If" asked the wood-cutter ; 
" Sutter me, 1 pray thee, to go on my way and earn my 
bread. ' ■■ Nay," replied the trooper, ** willy-nilly thou niu*.t 

come with me.’ The old man perforce obeyed, and they 
returned together to tlie camp, 

Tbe Minister, who Imd not gone to lx?d, showed no 
surprise at seeing the wood-cutter, and turning to Ms Slav 
attendants, said, ** Search tliis man ! " The order was obeyed, 
but nothing incriminating was found upon him. “ Search 
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the trapping* of Ins its**" then added Almonzor, This time 
hi* suspicions were justified; concealed in the saddle-cloth 
a letter was discovered, addressed by some Leonesc in the 
Moslem array to their compatriots, informing them that on 
one side the camp was ill-protected and might be attacked 
with success. Having learnt from this letter who the 
traitors were, Almtmzor immediately had them beheaded, as 
wdl a* the pretended wood-cutter who htid acted as inter¬ 
mediary. Such an energetic measure proved effectual. 
Intimidated by the Generals prompt severity the other 
Leonesc made no further attempts to communicate with the 
enemy. 

The army resumed Its march, and before long poured 
like u torrent into the plains. The monastery of SS. 
Cosmos and Damian 1 was pillaged, and the fortress of 
San Payo wits stormed. A large number of the inhabitants 
nf the district sought refuge on the larger of two islands, or 
rather low rocks, in the Hay of Vigo, but the Moslems 
hitting upon a ford, crossed over to the island and stripped 
the fugitives of everything they had carried thither. Next, 
crossing the 1 1 ilia, they pillaged and destroyed Iria I .! 
I’ailron), itself it famous place of pilgrimage, and on August 
11 thev readied Compostela. They found the town de- 
scrtcd.'for all the inhabitants had fled at. the approach of the 
foe. A solitary monk knelt before the tomb of the Apostle, 
What docst lluiu Iim: ' " demanded Almanzor. “I am 
praying to S. James,” replied the old man, “ Tray on ! 
said the Minister, and lie forbade the soldiers to molest the 
monk. 

Atumnzor set a guard over the totub to protect it from 
injury, but the rest of the town was handed over to destruc¬ 
tion : not only were the riunparts and the houses demolished 
but the church itself; which, says an Aral* writer, "was. 
razed so effectually that on the morrow mi one would have 
supposed that it* had ever existed." The neighbouring 
territory was then laid waste by Hying Squadrons that 
pushed on as far us San CosinO de Mityaiica. near Coruftr. 

After remaining for a week at Compostela. Atmanpr 
ordered a withdrawal in the direction of I -anrtegD, 1 Arriving 
at that town he took leave of III' allies, the founts, not 
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without conferring on them rich gift? whs is ting for the most 
part of costly fabrics*. From Lame-go he despatched to ihc 
Court a detailed account of the campaign. and of this .A mb 
writers have preserved not only the substance, hut perhaps 
the very woros, In due time Almanzor made Isis entry into 
Cordova accompanied by is multitudt- of Christian captives 
lienring on their shoulders the gates of Santiago and tile 
bells of the church. The doors vvetv placed in the rotd of 
the unfinished moMpie,’ and the bells were suspended in the 
same edifice to serve as Jam [is. fl’lio could have foreseen 
that tlic day would come when a Christian king would re¬ 
store those IwlJs to Galicia, borne on the backs of captive 
Moslems 1 

The campaign in Mauritania had gone less favourably 
for Alman/or. Wadhib, it is true, hod at tlic outset met 
with some success: he had seized Amlin and Nek nr, and 
had surprised Xiri-i camp by night, inflicting heavy losses, 
but soon after this, his good fortune deserted him j und tie 
feuted in his turn, lie was obliged to take refuge in Tangier. 
Thence he despatched a message to the Minister, asking for 
reinforcements. These were speedily forthcoming. As soon 
ns he received his lieutenant s letter, Alnmnzor ordered a 
huge forei Lo Algcciras, mid to expedite their embarkation 
lie proceeded to that jmrt himself. Jlis sou 'Abd ul-Malik 
Muioffar, to whom lie entrusted the coumiatid of tlic expedi¬ 
tion, crossed the Straits with n well equipped army. He 
lauded at Ceuta, ami the news of his arrival produced an 
excellent effect, for most of the Berber princes who had 
hitherto sided with Xiri flocked to his standard. Having 
effected a junction with Wad hill's troops, he took the field, 
and soon came in touch with Xlris armv. which was 
advancing to oppose him. A pitched WUe"was fought in 
October. 00H, The desperate conflict raged from dawn to 
sunset. A crisis at last came when MitzniJar’s soldiers 
seemed on the verge of defeat, but at that moment Xiri 
received tliree wounds at the hand of one of his own 
negroes, whose brother lie had put to death, The assailant 
instantly rmlc off at full speed to tell the news to MuMfFar. 
Since Xiri s standard was not lowered the prince at first 
discredited the deserter's story, but on being convinced of 
il? truth, he charged and utterly routed the enemy, Xiri s 
power was finally broken: the regions under his influence 
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wiife restored to the Cordovan Kindi fate, mid about three 
year* later, in KHJ1, be died in enmetjuemreof the re-opening 
i>t' the wounds indicted on him by his negro assailant. 
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DEATH OF ALMANZOK 


A LMA NOOK'S career \vjls drawing to a close. In the 
, spring of 1002 lie set out on his last campaign. He 
lmd always craved to die ill the tie Id, and so firmly was he 
convinced that Ins prayer to lliis elteet would be granted 
that lie in variably carried Ids slvroud in his baggage* This 
hud been stitched by his daughters, and the linen of which 
it wits itnidt* was purchaM'<] with money aeoftiing from kmis 
around Ins sntotnl home at Torrox ; fur Ids winding-sheet 
must be sput less and unpolluted, und he deemed that Ids 
revenues from other sources could not be thus characterised* 
As he grew old he became more devout, and since the 
Korin declares that Cod will save from the (ires of Ilell 
him whose feet are covered with the dust of His highway 1 — 
gathered, that is, in holy wars—-it was Ahnaii/.or s wont, 
whenever he reached a halting-place. l:o shake off carefully 
the dust from his clothes und to preserve it in a casket made 
for the purpose. With this dust, such were las injunctions, 
he was to tie sprinkled when he hud breathed ins lost Mini 
was laid in tlie tomb, for he was persuaded that the toils 
w hich lie bad endured in religious warfare would prove b» 
best justification before the Judgment Throne* 

Ahnamsof s final campaign, which was directed against 
Castile, was as successful as all its predecessors. He pene¬ 
trated ns far as Canales, 1 and destroyed the monastery of S. 
Friulian, patron saint of Castile, just as he had destroyed, 
five years before, the church of the patron saint of Galicia. 

Upon his homeward march Almanzor telt aggravation in 
the symptoms of a malady from which he suffered. Ob' 
trusting the physicians, who were agreed neither as to the 
iinturv of bis disorder uor its treatment, he stubbornly re- 
fused medit-jil aid, and became convinced that he would not 
recover, Ko longer able to mount his horse, lie was borne 
in a litter. He endured torments. *■ Of the twenty 
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thousand soldiers in raj' unny.” tie exclaimed. "'not one 
suffers anguish like mine ! “ 

After being thus curried by his men for a fortnight, lie 
at lost reached Medmaceli. A single thought possessed his 
mind. Hh atilhority had never been undisputed. ivud U 
had at times hung in Lhe balance in spite of his many 
victories am) gi Ml renown; he feared therefore that after 
his deat.li « revolt would ensue and that »dl power would he 
wrested from his family. Ceaselessly tormented by rids 
apprehension, which embittered his last days, he summoned 
his eldest son ‘Abtt al-Midik to Ids bedside, and in giving 
him Ids last instructions urged him to hasten to the Capital 
—lifter entrusting the command of the army to his brother 
'Abd-er-Rnliirmn- -and upon arriving there to seize the reins 
and bold himself in readiness to quell instantly the slightest 
symptom of rebellion. *Ahd at Malik promised to obey his 
injunctions, but such were Almanaor's misgivings, that ns 
often ns his sen. believing the interview at an end. prepared 
to withdraw, he called him back: the dying num won op¬ 
pressed by tie; fear that lie laid forgotten some essential 
detail, and on cadi occasion lie found some fresh counsel for 
his wn. The young man burst into tears. but bis father 
chided him lor his weakness in displaying grief. H ken 
‘Abd nt-Mulik had at last been allowed to depart. Ainmnzur 
Tallied a little and sent for his officers. They scarcely re¬ 
cognised their tienernl: so pale and emaciated had be In¬ 
come that he looked like it spectre, and be had almost lost 
the power of speck. Partly by signs, partly in broken 
words, he bade them farewell, and shortly afterwards, during 
the night of Monday. August 10, he breathed his last. lie 
was buried at Mcdmacch. and on his tomb was engraved 
lids inscription: 
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The cpilnph composed by ,1 Christ ion monk aud pre¬ 
served in His chronicle i’H, however, not less illuminating. 
" Almomor," he writes, ' died in 1002: he was buried nt 
HelL" 1 These simple words, wrung from the Irntred uf a 
fulkn foe, are more eloquent than the most pompius 
panegyric. 
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N' ever, i inked, did the Christians of northern Spain hate 
another such adversary to contend with. Almanzor con* 
ducted more than fifty campaigns against them—his usual 
luibit being to undertake Lwg every year, in the Spring and 
Autumn respectively—and in none’ o*f these hud he failed to 
unchains? his fame. Not to speak of u multitude of towns— 
amongst which the tlirce Capitals, Leon, Pamplona' and 
Barcelona would lie included— lie had laid waste the sanctm 
“lies of tile patron saints or Gtdieia and Castile, •* In those 
days, ' writes a Christian chronicler," ** divine worship was 
extinguished in Spain: the glory of Christ's servants was 
brought low: the treasures of the Church amassed in the 
course of centuries were alt pillaged,’’ The Christians, 
therefore, shuddered at A Imanzors name, The terror 
which he inspired more than once rescued him from perils 
into which his audacity led him: even when his enemies 
actually hud him in their power, they dared not .seize Liu ir 
opportunity. Once, for instance, he penetrated a hostile 
region through a narrow defile between two lofty mountain*: 
and although lus troops ravaged and pillaged in all directions 
l,lie Christiansilid not venture to resist them. I"pern retracing 
Ids Steps, however, Almauzor found the pass occupied by 
tin enemy. As it was impossible for the Moslems to force 
their position was hazardous: but their General instantly 
conceived a bold design. After selecting a place suitable 
for his project, he caused sheds and lints to be erected, and 
ordered a number of prisoners to be decapitated imd a 
rampart to l>e constructed with their iiodies. Then, after 
lus cavalry had scoured the country wiLhoul dialing pro- 
vender, he collected impknituts of husbandry and vl the 
soldiers to work at tilling the ground. Greatly perturbed 
at ojwjrat ions which seemed to imply that the .Moslems liiul 
no intention oi quitting the country, the Christians proposed 
peace on condition Unit the enemy would abandon their 
booty. But Almanzor rejected the proposal: •* My soldiers,' 
he replied. " prefer to remain where they are: they recognise 
thut it is scarcely worth their while to return home, for tin- 
next campaign will begin almost immediately," After 
JurUier negotiations the Christians ultimately agreed to 
allow Almanzor to depart with his booty, and their dread 
him was Midi that they even undertook to provide him with 


-Sev 9 rhirtw uf J(R!7, In MiitvMc, > „ 

l*4iH llifwv, iii .1iA 

Vonffi'Ai . s j C4ridi|e^ t ^. v m 


* r* j frr* 


tui.L l'i 


< - » 


I *wnr^juv^#f p 



ill. t*j GARCIA HUMILIATED 525 

beasts of burden to earn' it, to supply him with provisions 
as fur as the frontier, and to remove the corpses which ob¬ 
structed the route of his army. 1 

Upon another occasion u standard turarcr. during a retro¬ 
grade movement, forgot Ids standard, and left it planted in 
the ground an the Mini nut nr a hill overlooking u Christian 
town. There the Hag flew for many days, during which 
the Christians did not venture to ascertain whether the 
Moslems held the position or not. 

l! is related Unit an envoy from Almaiizor to the Court 
of Unrein of Navarre—where he was loaded with honours— 
while visiting a church chanced upon an aged Moslem 
woman, who told him that .she hud hem made prisoner as 
n child* and had ever since lived ns a slave within the 
sacred precincts. She begged the envoy to draw Akiuinnur's 
attention to her cose; lie promised to do so, and shortly 
afterwards returned home and rendered an account of Ids 
mission to the Minister, When lie had made an end of 
his report. Almnnzor asked him whether he Jmd seen any¬ 
thing in Navarre which displeased him. Thereupon ti n - 
envoy mentioned the Moslem slave. *■ lly Allah 1" cried 
Alninmor, “ Lha! is what rhou should st have begun with ! " 
Forthwith talcing the field, he advanced to the frontier of 
Navarre. In great alarm (Garcia wrote to him asking what 
fault he bod committed, seeing that lie Was not conscious 
of having done aught to offend him “What!" exclaimed 
the Minister to the messengers who brought the letter, 
"Did lie not swear to me that then? remained not in his 
country a single Moslem prisoner of either sex ? He lied l 
It hath come to my knowledge that there is a Moslem 
woman in one of your churches, and I do not quit Navarre 
until she hath been placed in my hands.' Upon receiving 
this answer, Unrein lost not a moment in sending to 
AJnmnzor the woman he demanded, together with two 
others whom search had brought to light. At the same 
time the King made path that he had neither seen nor 
heard of these women, adding that he hud ordered the 
destruction of the church which Atmanzor had alluded to. 

While .UnuinKOr was the terror of his foes, he was the 
idol of his soldiers. The> 1 (Hiked upon him as a father, 
always solicitous about their every need- In matters of 
military discipline, however. he was relciitlesv. One day 
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when lit was inspecting he-* Iroopi, lie miLii'i'd in ihe rank* 
the glitter of h sword which should have been shea tiled. 
He instantly ordered the offending soldier to tie brought 
in: fore hi mi " Darest thou, esdtumed Almomor flushing 
with rage, " darest thou rim w thy swore! before the wort} 
of command b given f" “ I did hut wish to show it to a 
eomrn.de/' stammered the culprit: ‘ r 1 meant not to draw 
it from its scabbard: it slipped forth by chance." Vain 
excuse! " cried Alinainar, who (timed to Lis start' and added : 
“ Let this man's head he struck oil' with his own sword, 
and let his body he home along the ranks as a Ic-mhi in 
discipline! Such an example inspired the troops with 
salutary dread. When they died past him in review they 
preserved a solemn silence. "The ven horses, Writes an 
Arab author. ■* seemed to know their duty ; ti neigh was 
rarelv heard." 

Tlnmks to the army, which he bad created and disci¬ 
plined, Altmuutor won for Mohammedan Spain [tower mid 
prosperity which .she had never before enjoyed, even in 
the days of ‘Abd-er-Kahnum Ill, But Lliis'was not Ills 
sole merit: not only his country, but civilization itself was 
under other obligations to him' lie admired urid fostered 
intellectual culture,and although obliged on political grounds 
to give no encouragement Lo philosophers, tie delated in 
affording them protection when he could do so without 
miming counter to ecclesiastical prejudices, it happened, 
for instance, that a certain Ihu us-Sonbosi 1 was arrested 
(iTid imprisoned on suspicion of infidelity. Many witnesses 
hurt testimony against him. and the J nkilis adjudged him 
deserving of death. The sentence W#s on the point of being 
executed when a very influential Fatih, Ibn aTMukwn. who 
had declined to sit upon the tribunal, hurriedly entered. 
By dint of amazing sophisms, winch did more honuui to his 
kindness of heart than to his logic, lie succeeded tti getting 
the sentence revoked, despite the violent opposition of the 
presiding I Cady.* The lutler straightway fell under Aluiaii- 
■zors displeasure. Delighted at finding no opportunity of 
curbing the fierce fanaticism of the Ingots, the Minister 
exclaimed: " tVc must support religion, and all true believer* 
sire entitled to our protection. The tribunal has declared 

Kmitr> it'll >Miitmninl Kfifibiiu : Merrill ttimi nf |p(!»r* wn* nrfr-i’i 1 *! 

' , “Tf *J*‘1 s rT V . *mrf VnilHjf Wfuff tit* i|i>iir Ilf Hip n liili 

V*™ 1 -irinl, “ fjrt 41 *U <*II 1 <m* i«»|mt !hr«. nMW. l!ll M, ' (!» 

*i**r Am (listI), 11. iTT. 

1 J bti *«-Sjri h thitf, 
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I iitt (1m us-Sonbosi U of tlidr number; nevertheless, the 
President made unheard-of efforts to procure his condom* 
nation ; the Kady is therefore a bloodthirsty man, and. as 
such, cannot be permitted to live,” This was intended 
merely as a warning. The Rudy was thrown into prison for 
:i tew days, and it may he presumed that henceforth lit 
showed less rigour towards nn for Lunate sceptics who ven¬ 
tured to disregard received dogmas. 

Men of letters found a hearty welcome at A limit i/or - 
Court: there, too, a bevy of poets were lodged, who drew 
stipends, and sometimes accompanied their patron on his 
campaign'-. Among these, SiVid of Baghdad, though not 
the must illustrious, was the most conspicuous and the most 
entertaining. Though the Andalusians, ever jealous of 
strangers, would have been delighted to do so—they could 
not deny that he was it talented writer of verses and 
romances, and a clever improvisator; but at the same time 
he was regardless of truth, and the most impudent hoaxer 
imaginable. Once star Led, there was no checking him, and 
he would pour forth n Hood of wondrous mystifications. I f 
asked to interpret a non-existent word, he always Imd an 
explanation ready, and a confirmatory passage from an 
ancient writer. 1 f he were to be credited, there was no 
book which he had not read. (hie day, wishing to unmask 
him. some scholars shewed him, in Alnuuuor'* presence. n 
book consisting wholly of blank lot vis, except the first, on 
wliicli thev had inscribed, “ The Garland of Subtle Conceits : 
by Abu l-Cilinutti SanftilL" Neither work nor uiiUinr had 
ever existed, hut SiVid after a glance at the title page cried, 
M Ah' 1 have rend that book !" and kissing it reverently, 

mentioned the town in which he had studied it. and the 
professor who had expounded it, '* In that ease.' said the 
Minister, snatching the hook from his hands lest he should 
open it, ** you know the nature of its contents. " As¬ 
suredly, ,l replied SA*id; ** It is true that it is long since t 
read the work, and I do not know it by rote, but 1 re- 
menitier well that it consists solely of grammatical dis- 
rt tiiMtjQin, and contains neither poetry nor history.’ The 
bystanders thereupon burst into laughter. On another 
occasion A1 man?or hail received from a provincial Governor, 
named Mr bra man ibh-Vaadd, a letter dealing with kttib and 
tu'.titl, i.r. husbandry and monare. Addressing Sudd, lie 
asked; " Hast thou seen a book by Mabniman ibri-Vaxid, 

I waring the title of',/ l-kaxB&Hb ica~z-zaxcfihb' ?" “ By Allah, 
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yes ' replied SiVid, M I rend, in Hughd&d, a copy of that book 
made by the celebrated U>n Doraid, and in the margin there 
were marks like the feet of an emmet." ** Thou impostor!" 
cried the Minister, “ the name I mentioned is not that of 
an author, hut of one of my Governors, who has sent me 
a letter touching tillage and the Lite." "That may be," 
replicil S:Vid, “ but do not suppose that J am imhilgiu^ iu 
fabrication: I never invent. 1 pledge my honour that t] 
hook and the author you have just mentioned actually exist, 
and if your Governor hears the same name us the writer, 
l can only say that it is » strange coincidence !" Another 
time Almanzor showed him the Anthology compiled by the 
celebrated A1-Kali, 1 ** If it be your pleasure, S/i'id im¬ 
mediately exclaimed, “I will dictate to your Secretaries 
a far liner book than that, containing naught hut relations 
omitted by Al-Kiiii/ 1 ■* He it so!" replied Almanzor, who 
asked for nothing better than to sec dedicated to himself a 
book even more remarkable than that which Al-K&li had 
dedicated to the late Khrdif: in fact, lie had invited Sa ul 
to Spain in the confident hope that, he would eclipse the 
glory of Alkali, who had conferred distinction on the reigns 
of *AI>d-er-Ralim4n HI and Hakani 11. SiVid immediately 
set to work, and in the mosque at /:ihir;i dictated his 
" Bezels, 1 When the book was finished it was eagerly 
examined by the scholars of the day. To their great sur¬ 
prise' — hut secret satisfaction — they found that it w;is the 
merest moonshine from beginning to end. The philological 
comments, the anecdotes, verses, proverbs—all nad sprung 
from the author's fertile imagination, At any rate so said 
the scholars, and AlltHUlftOr believed them. Tibs time he 
was really indignant with Sudd ; hut although he ordered 
the book to be thrown into the river, he did not wjtlldniw 
his fav our from its writer. Ever since the day when UhVid 
Imd predicted that Garcia, Could of Castile, would be made 
prisoner—a prophecy which, as we have seen, was fulfilled * 
—the Minister hud conceived for him not merely it high 
regard, but a superstitious respect. The poet, for his part, 
testified his gratitude in a thousand ways, and of this 
Almanzor was keenly sensible. Once, for instance, it oc¬ 
curred to Su*id to collect all the purses which the Minister 
had given him tiill of money, and to make with them » 

1 J Jij* iVfkft i Lb «ii: o,i' LKt'^Siuita!, a hn*t mlUi'tlmi erf (liinlj 1Jil * 

ISrhjmi^tSp ami anwilnljti* jurmi, n 

* 3mi [>, fm. 
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cloak for his black slaw Kaffir; Ik* then repaired to tin* 
ualiw.‘L-, mid having succeeded iti putting Almanaor iti n gtwd 
humour, lie said, 11 My lord, 1 have a Ikkui to ask of thee.’’— 
“And its nature!”—“Merely that my slave Kaffir may 
appear before thee."— M A strange petition! " Vet grunt 

it ■* Be it so, then !" KfdYir, n nmii “ tall tu> 11 palm- 
tree," aecoriiingly entered the chamber, clad in a rone uf 
man y colours, resembling a mendicant \ pu t da work cloak. 
“ l*oor fellow!" cried the Minister, ‘MY list n wretched 
garb! Why dost thou clothe him in rugs J" “My lord, 
Liie riddle is easily reach thou must know, then, that thou 
hast already given me gold in such plenty, that the purses 
which held it suffice to clothe even n man of Kaffir's stature ! " 
A smile of satisfaction .stole to Ahminzor s lips: “Thou 
hi lowest how to render thanks with a good grace,' he said. 
“ and it is well-pleasing to me " Forthwith he sent new 
gifts to the poet, including a handsome mantle for K&iur. 

It must, after ail, he admitted that if such men as Si‘id 
husked in the Minister's smile, it was been vise the latter did 
not possess the taste and discrimination in literary matters 
possessed by most of the Oruayyndv AlmnlUOr deemed it 
Ids duty to suhddizc poets, hut be looked upon them more 
or less a* luxuries in keeping with his lofty station, and he 
was not endowed with the nice discernment which would 
have enabled him to distinguish true brilliants from paste. 

If. however, Ills genius did not include literature within 
its scope, it was on the other hand eminently practical, The 
material interests of the country found in him an enlightened 
upholder. Improvement in means of communication never 
ceased to occupy his mind. He constructed numberless 
roods. At Ecija lie threw a bridge across the Genii] at 
Cordova he built another over the (luadakjuiver which cost 
forty thousand gold pieces. 

All his undertakings, small and great, showed the stump 
of his genius. When lie contemplated a measure of high 
importance he usually coked the advice of his council—hut 
lit.- very rarely followed it. Tile LTouncillors were indeed 
men who never wandered from the beaten track: staves Of 
routine.they knew what * AlHi-cr-Tlahwiait 111 or Hokum XT 
hod done in such and such circumstances, and they never 
dreamed that there might be hn alternative course. When 
they suw AImanznr persisting in his own designs, they would 
exclaim that all was lost—until the event confuted their 
forebodings. 
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v la estimating Ahrotnxors character wc cannot forget 

that 1ml] 1 . in tlic attainment, and retention of power lie had 
stoojwd to actions which morality condemns, mi<l had even 
committed crimes which we have not attempted to palliate: 
but justice compels ns to add that no lung ns his ambitious 
were not at stoke, he was loyal, generous and just. Tena¬ 
city of purpose, as we have already indicated, was the 
cardinal feature of his rharaeter. Once he had formed a 
resolution, he never wavered, By an effort of will he would 
endure physical pain ns impassively as mental anguish. One 
day. when suffering from some affection in iiis foot, he had 
it cauterised during a session of the Council. Meanwhile 
lie continued placidly to discuss public affairs, arid the 
Councillors would have known no tiling of the mutter if the 
odour of burnt flesh had not revealed the truth. Ills every 
action s|>okt of extraordinary determination and persever¬ 
ance 1 he was as steadfast in friends flip as in hatred ; be 
never forgot a service nor forgave an injury. These char¬ 
acteristics were brought home to the fellow-students to 
whom, in early days, Almauzor had offered choice of the 
ijosIn which they would desire to occupy in the event of his 
Incoming Prime Minister. 1 The three students who upon 
that occasion had feigned to Luke his words seriously, duly 
obtained the offices which they had coveted, but the fourth, 
who hud replied with contumely, expiated his imprudence by 
the loss of his property. 

On the other hand when Alnwizor was conscious of 
having dune an injustice he sometimes succeeded in break¬ 
ing down Ids own obstinacy. One day when it was pro¬ 
posed to pardon certain prisoners, as Abuanzor glanced at 
die list his eye fell upon the name of one of bis servant', 
against whom he had conceived a strong animosity and who 
fur a lung time had lain in unmerited durance, ** This man, 
wrote the Minister on the margin of the list, "shall remain 
where he is till Hell claims him." Uut tluit night he sought 
repose in vain: his conscience tormented him. and between 
sleeping and waking he thought be saw a being of hideous 
aspect and superhuman strength, who said to Him: " Set 
that man at liberty, or pay the penalty of thine injustice T' 
lie tried to bun id] this grim vision from his mind, but witii- 
oul success, and at Inst ordering writing- materials to he 
brought to his bed-side, be made out an order for the 


' See p. 447 tufttv. 
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prisoners release,appending these words: u To Allah alone 
this tnMi) oweth lus liberty; Ahuanzor grudge* h it." 

On another ticcNwrion in- sal drinking with Urn? Vizier 
Abu 'kMogliin ihn Htsstn in one of the superb gardens nf 
/ftliira—for in spite of tilt respect in which he held the Faith, 
he never refrained from wine, except during the lust two 
years of his life: «l wits evening—one of those delicious 
evenings known only in favoured southern climes. A 
beautiful singing girl, beloved by Altmmzor, but herself 
enamoured of the Minister's guest, chanted these verses : 


11 Thf [In V mirth, 4i nl mfrratU 1 E hv iiliiosi Ulfru* tktlf htr 'Jh-i' T 

cttiiit; nun jjjawl! Ilk* ft nrtj eWqk P ttiul t|ir diwk n> thr down dint 

ttm-R It} the t-TV'itftl of fhr gtlblrU h like ibr idtlt, Mtd ikr vltlr wills III 
14 Hiiilkl fin?. .Vjy nifn Imvr imik me cmimiSL siltta Aim I 

itiv feirafWk, T hit ayi iflth wbtMiwkU mj Aflecium though Jit: h iimr roe. 
Au J I hit 1 rnTild throw mpdf iitlt* Mb arms hiliI cWup liitii to mt ImaH 1 1 


Abu 't-Moghira knew only too well the import of these 
verses, and he had the imprudence to sing ns follows in reply: 

IH Jim r l t caji 1 tipUj-fiacL liVvr liur Bh Llifit I* hi d^ctl llb-UEll with wtttlfik 
jnd tpoir* f Ahl I i f u-.^r sure? in my hrurt tin*! thj Frwr wttt’ 
ghdly wtmhl I rtHk my UTr t» theel jH-rll# ikiinl i man 

tn pI tit: li vat\ ivli i-i. I hr tfeilmnhii^t lo rt'nrh !ht L'nn!/ 

Almatizor could no lunger restrain himself. With a 
runr of fury, lie drew his sword, mul turning to the sopg- 
stress tried in a voice of thunder, “Tell the truth! Is it to 
the Vizier that thou addresses! thy verses ?” 41 A falsehood 

might save me, " replied the hntve girl. " and yet I will not 
lie. Vcs — his glance hath pierced my heart; love made me 
speak and proclaim what i would fain have kept hidden. 

I am in thy power, my lord, but thou art gracious, and 
Invest to pardon a fault confessed." So saving, she wept- 
Almunzor had already half forgiven her,. but turning his 
wrath against Abu 'l-Moghira he assailed him with a torrent 
of reproaches. The Vizier end urcd them in silence, but w hen 
Almanzor haul made mi end, he replied; ** My lord, I uc- 
k now ledge Unit l have committed a grievous fault: but what 
euuld 1 do? f.erv man is the slave of his destiny: no man 
enu choose hi* own f:iU\ but must, submit; mine has dt.erc-td 
that 1 should love where 1 ought not.'' Almimzor kept 
silence for a little while. At last lie said, “I pardon you 
both. Abu T-Moghlra, she whom thou Invest is thine; I 
myself give her to thee,” 

The Minister’s love of equity became proverbial. It 
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uus his wiU that justice should he done without respect to 
persons, and the favour he extended to certain individuals 
by no means placed them above the low. A man of the 
com man people presented himself one duv before liim: 
■“ Guardian of justice," he said, “ I have a complaint to make 
against oih wIiip staudeth behind thee," and He pointed to 
a Slav who held the office of shield-bearer, and whom 
Aim any. or held in high esteem. •' 1 have summoned liim 
1 >efore the judge,” continued the nuui, ** but he refuseth to 
appear." “W'hntS" cried Almaraor, M he hath refused to 
appear, and the judge hath not compelled him ? I credited 
‘.Itxher-Rahmiin ibn Fotais (such wns the judge’s name) 
with more energy. But unfold to me, my friend, thy 
grievance, 1 ' The man thereupon explainer! that the Slav 
had broken a contract made with him, Having heard him 
to the end, Almanzor exclaimed: “ What trouble these 
servants of ours cause us!" Then, addressing the Slav, 
who Lrembkd with fear, he added, " Hand the shield to him 
who standeth next to thee, and go in all humility to the 
court to answer the charge made against thee, that justice 
may be done." “Do thou,” he continued, turning to the 
prefect of police, “ conduct these two men to the judge, and 
tell liim tlml if this Shiv of mine hath broken his contract. I 
desire him to receive the severest punishment, whether by 
imprisonment or crtlterwise. 0 The judge having decided in 
favour of the complainant, the latter returned to Almanzor 
to thank him, “Spare me thy thanks." said the Minister: 
“thou hast gained thy easel l! is well, thou ennst rest 
content: this 1 cannot yet do. for 1 still have to punish, on 
ruy awn account, the rascal who did not blush to do a base 
action although lie was in my service.” So saying, lied is* 
missed the suitor. 

Another time lus major-domo was involved in a lawsuit 
with an African merchant He was called upon by tile 
judge to give evidence on oath, but thinking that he was 
shielded from legal proceedings by his exalted office, he 
refused to do w. One day. however, as Almanzor was 
proceeding to the Mosnue, accompanied hy his major-doino. 
the mere limit accosted him and related what had happened. 
The Minister instantly placed the major-domo under arrest, 
ordered him to be taken before tile judge, nnd afterwards, 
on learning that he had lost his case, deprived him of office. 

To sum up; if wc find ourselves obliged to condemn the 
means which Almanzor employed in the pursuit of sove- 
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rniguty, we ate also compelled to admit that he made noble 
use ol Ins power once lie had achieved it. If dastlnv lud 
wiUtd him to be cradled on the steps of a throne the world 
might perhaps have ton mi little with which to rcproncli 
him : in snrli L-ireurnKtantis, he might, indeed, have figured 
ns one ol the greatest princes whose memory history en- 
slmjws; nut seeing the lij^lit, fts lie did, in a mere provincial 
aismAiome, he was impelled in order to attain the goal of 
Jus ambition, to hew n wny for himself through a thousand 
obstacle*, and we cannot hut regret that in his efforts to 
overcome them, he seldom concerned himself about the 
legitimacy of his methods, lie was in many resjiects a 
great man, and yet, even without fudging hint too stricLlv 
by the Immutable canons or morality, «-e find it impossible 
to love, and difficult even to admire liim, 

i Ai tiimhu.m Ihn Adhiri. tr* Hmj-lt, JHo-t j M.Wt.rl, i* iJfl, e?S-1. 
j**T. nne. 40ii-7j w, &t fis : ib N wUAHrfr, mt; I bn * 1 - 
kbHtih ! Ms (i.), if. n \ 1 Si; tliamidi, 9 : ' AM id-WibUt. 

I 1 !*- iy-35; JJsti KhallQtAii (;Stunt), I. p. 
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U PON* Muzailars return to Cordova after Ins father's 
death, u popular tumult broke out. The people with 
loud clamours coiled upon their rightful sovereign to come 
forth and personally rule them. Ilishfim II in vain pleaded 
that he still desired to live a life free from cares: the ninb 
persisted in their demands, and M uzaffVir was obliged to 
disperse them by armed force. \fter this, however, trail* 
ipiillity once more reigned. It is true that a grandson of 
*Abd-er-Kabtru«i III also named MishJui), conspired again s' 
Muznft’nr, but the latter received timely warning, and frus¬ 
trated tire plot by putting the chief conspirator to death 
< December. 100(1). 

MnzaBur. as ruler, followed in his father's footsteps. He 
gained many victories over the Christians, and while lie 
renamed tn power the prosperity of the country grew. 
The men of later days even spoke of this epoch 10 a gulden 
age.' Nevertheless a great change hud slowly taken place. 
The old Arab society, with all its virtues aiid its defects, 
had disappeared. ‘Abd-er-Halmifm HI and Almanzor had 
both aimed at bringing about national unification. and this 
kid bevT, at hist effected. I Ik ancient Arab nobility had 
gone under in the conflict which they hud waged against 
the kingly power: they were not only vanquished and 
broken, but impoverished and mined: every day some 
ancient and once honoured name became extinct The 
nobles of the court, attached as they were to the Omayyads 
by bonds of clientage, hud fared better : the wealthy families 
or A bn Alula, Shohnid. .lullwar, and Futais, still occupied 
enviable positions. Hut ut that litno the most powerful 
men in the State were the Herl>er generals and the Slavs/ 
who owed their fortune to Almoraor. Ncvertfadcat a* 
ujstarts imd foreigners, tliey inspired hut little respect - 
they were looked upon, moreover, us barbarians, and many 

1 FUc&H* of ihfi jxitiotl im Ik Mug. 

: fjirttulEiiff f liHstiaqa (mm Ifcfl SL ihT3 ^Jd tn the- Mmktn army. 
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were the complaints of their acts of oppression. The 
middie-classes, on the other hand, find become enriched by 
manufactures and commerce. Even during the troublous 
reign of the Sultan *A bdulluh, merchants and manufacturers, 
as we have seen, quickly amassed large fortunes, with no 
other capital tlum money lent them by their friends, and 
now that the country enjoyed perfect tranquillity, it was 
not surprising tlint such fortunes were frequently and easily 
made. Nevertheless, the State, outwardly so 'flourishing, 
1 k>pc within it the germs of its own dissolution. Racial 
strife had ceased, Omy to reappear, in another form, as a 
war of classes. The workman hated his employer, the 
middle-class envied the nobility, and all concurred* in exe* 
crating the generals—especially the Iter her generals. At 
tile heart of universal inexperience there stirred vague long¬ 
ings after the untried and the unknown. Religion was 
subjected to fierce attacks. Tlie measures taken by Al- 
man»ir against the philosophers had nut borne the fruit 
hoped for by the clergy, Free-thinkers multiplied, and 
scepticism, always deep-seated in the Arab chnmrtci. 
gradually assumed 11 more m k-ntjfh .shape. The disciples 
of (bn Masami—tlie Massart*, as they were called—had 
become a numerous seel. Other schismatics propagated 
the most subversive doctrines, One of tlie sects seems to 
I lave originated among the divine* themselves. Its member 
had, at all cvenU, studied the traditions relating to the 
Prophet, but their researches must have been, in the eyes of 
an orthodox theologian, very superficial, and were by pre¬ 
ference con lined to apocryphal works composed by materia¬ 
lists who wished to sap the foundations of Tslurnism. Hence 
their fantastic conception of the universe. The exirLli, they 
said, rests ujjon a fish : the fish is hula need on u bull's horn; 
the bull stands on a rock, which in turn is supported on tiu- 
Tieck of an angel, He low the angel darkness is spread out, 
and under the darkness there extends an illitnilable ocean,' 
Beticuth these obscure and grotesque tenets, which were 
probably purely symbolical, the Lli cologin ns detected a grave 
heresy—the sect lielicvcd in the infinity of the universe 
These Schismatics moreover taught that while religion may 
be spread by force or fraud, it. cannot lie proved by argument 
Which appeal to the reason. Nevertheless, they regarded 
with hostility the teachings of the Greek philosophers, 

* ty, tfiibinaiu, fWt, an,™ ,1^, HIT, unJ Ifo Kbalilm., J>n;r»m'-n,y (iran.J, 
>WJ, i. ),p. 2 3,n 
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ujwri which, however. another persuasion hosed Ihdr prin¬ 
ciples. 

The doctrines of the hud-jmined sect were purely imtumJ- 
istie. The study of mathematics Imd led them on to that 
of astronomy. Belief in religion. they contended, must rest 
upon mathematical proofs of it*, truth: as these were not 
forthcoming, they declared it absurd. I Iicy held in cun- 
tempt jk JI the com n mi id incuts : prayer, fasting, alms-giving, 
pilgrimages, were in their eyes mere folly. The ecclesiastics 
did not full to apply to them the reproaches with which in 
all ages theologians have been eager to assail those whose 
opinions differ from the received doctrines: they accused 
them of devoting their lives to filthy lucre, in order to wall me 
in sensuality without restraint. I iceduss of the laws of moral tty. 

Alter ail. the sects which openly attacked Islamisin were 
not those most to he feared t others, which wished to remain 
at pence with It, mid which reckoned among their adherents 
not merely Mus iil m i Hn , hut Chris tins is and .lews, were more 
dangerous, tinder the name of “ [ 'nivcrsal Religion " s they 
preached indiffercHtism; mid when a religion perishes, it m 
not—as Lhe Moslem theologians were aware — through ex¬ 
ternal attacks, hut always through internal apathy. Those 
who heJtl Oiese Jsx {Iqcmnes (fillererl mnong themselves on 
certain points; some went further than others ■ hut all agreed 
in a sovereign contempt for dialectics. “ The world, they 
1 teems with religions, heresies, schools of philosophy, 
nil bitterly at variance with one another. Take the case of 
the l firist tans; fho Mdelate 1 cannot endure the Xestorion ; * 
lIic N'estorian loathes the Jacobite,* and they all damn one 
another. Among the Modems, the Mu tmdlke ■ brands as 
tniidch all who do not see eye to eye with him; tlic Non- 
comomnst thinks it liis duty to vhiy m«iibertt t>f uny other 
3 ind the Soiiiiite hit4 nothing in common with either 
of them. Among the Jews wc see like dissensions. The 
p mosophers are Jess quarrelsome, hut quite its divergent, 
t wl- impum which of these inmimemhle theological and 
p irosopliical systems enshrines the truth. we hud there is 
nothing ti j choose between them. Their respective champions 

; Ar. ,1 i-miNa tj!4t 
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* m P y y ««wnent8 whjdi arc equally ^Jjd^ur equally fab 
J J2°7 : meitsly differ m tlie dexterity with which' they 

vJiop logic. l( , court tuie oiimlvcs of this we have hut to 
,J>Ur " ^ !l men of different views. What Jr, 

iv l htid - IK- victor of to-day is tJit vanquished of to¬ 
morrow, and in the se assemblies of the learned the weapons 
ore as untrustwort hy as t hose of w flr . The fact is that 
rndi disputant prates of tiling of which he neither fas noi 
over can have, any knowledge." 

.Some of the sceptics, however, accepted certain com hi- 
l, « M: ' v «* those wIkj believed in the existence of h 

iJJ: , lh *\ 1 "™ lor J?% ■»* inMohammed * mission: 

Other doctrines, they said, “may or may not he true; we 
neither itfTinn or deny them, we simply cannot tdl ■ but 
our consciences do not allow us to accept doctrine, the truth 
<*\ which has not been demonstrated." Such formed the 
moderate party. Others acknowledged a Creator only, and 
the most advanced were without positive religions ’belief, 
Jhev declared that neither the existence of God. nor the 
creation <>J the world, hod been proved, hut that at tlie situic 
time there was no evidence that God did not exist, ui thut 
the world hud never laid n. beginning. 

Some held that il is expedient to profess, at least ouu 
ward I v, the religion into which we are bom; others main- 
touted ■■ t ui versa! Religion to be the one thing needful, 
and they me tided under that name the moralprinciples 
cornu ion to n|] religions and approved by reason. 

Innovators in matters of religion hud a great advantage 
over innovators in matters of Government: thev knew what 
they wanted. In the political world, on the other hand, no 
one had definite views. Discontent with tlie existing order 
was prevalent, and it seemed that bv pressure of circum- 
stanees society was being impelled towards a revolution, 
cnich a revolution Alimuutor had foreseen. One day. us he 
nazed upon Ids splendid palace ut Z&Iiira. standing in the 
midst of its magnificent gardens, he suddenly burst into 
tour., and exclaimed. ;• Tnfortuimh Zalnral would that 1 
knew who il is that in a little while will destroy llice T " 

\ P° n Ii» companion expressing surprise at this exclamation 
Alnuifueor went on ; “Thou thyself wilt witness the odxs- 
tjfOphe. I see Lius fair palace sacked and in ruins, and 1 see 
tue rk ol civil war devoiaing my country P Yet tf tills 
Evolution took place, what would be its object and it* 
methods ? No mim could tell : but on one point all were 
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agreed -the Family of Almanzoc must lie driven from power. 
In tliis there was'nothing surprising. Monarchical nation* 
begrudge the exercise of authority by any save the monarch 
himself. .Ail ministers who have, os it were, stood in the 
Sovereign's place, have become l lie objects of hitter mid im¬ 
placable hatred, however great their talents and deserts. This, 
consideration in itself sudices to explain the aversion which 
the J A inirids inspired ; hut it should not be forgotten that 
they had also wounded the sentiments and affections of 
loyalists. Though they had so far been. content with ruling 
in the JMiue of the hereditary KhaHf, they had made it clem 
that they aimed higher—at the throne itself: this ambit ion 
bad embittered against them, not only the princes of the 
blood, who were numerous, but the ecclesiastics — who were 
strongly attached to the principle of legitimacy—and the 
people at large, who were, or 1 relieved themselves to he. de¬ 
voted to tilt* dynasty. The nobles of the court, moreover, 
desired the fall of the * A mi rids, since they hence anticipated 
uu increase of their influence, while the lower orders ap¬ 
plauded in advance any revolution, as enabling them at once 
to gratify their hatred of the wealthy, mid ’ to rob them. 
This last fact, it might be supposed, would have made the 
well-to-do classes more prudent. Cordova hud become a 
inarm factoring town, containing thousands of artisans, and 
a trifling outbreak might suddenly assume a very grave 
diameter, and precipitate a terrible conflict between rich and 
pour, But such w-ns the general inexperience that the im¬ 
minence of !his danger seems to have occurred to rio one. 
'1 lie well-to-do classes looked upon the working men jls their 
tdlies. and fwheved that all would go well once the * A mi rids 
were got rid of, 

1 hi hill uf the ' Aminds was therefore a consummation 
almost universally longed for when Muzuffar died in his 
prime (October, JUiiH), His brother ‘ A hd-er-Rahman suc¬ 
ceeded him. this young man was an object of antipathy 
to the priests. In their eyes there was on ineffaceable stain 
upon his birth, for his mother was the daughter of a certain 
Snncho—cither the Count of Castile, or the king of Navarre. 
Since ‘AW-er-IldiMn was always culled Sanchol. 1 i.e. 
Sjincho the Little, it is by this nickname tlmt lie is known in 
history, [I is conduct was not calculated to cam condona¬ 
tion of his parentage, .\ shameless free-liver, he never 

Vi,.-, i. imllj, siBi-lw/.,* on Son rim, I OLUitttf l ulitr, >r« I* Vrrlrl (IWUIJ* 
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scrupled to drink wine in public* and it was related* with 
‘ Jee P ind^nutian* Unit on hearing one daj* the mumin erv 
from [l uuuaret, “Hasten to prayer I” he had exclaimed, 
* ” U y ,®®J Iwwten to nirousiil ? That would be much 
better 1 lie was further accused of harm# poisoned 
1 ijrzjdfar: the story ran that having divided nn apple with 
n kudo one side of which was poisoned* lie ate one half 
hiriisdi and gave the other to his brother. 1 These ncvusa 
Lmris were perhaps more or Jess guess work, but it is ul 
least Certain that S&nchol did not possess tlie tuet and ability 
ot either Aiinsnxor or MuzaJlar. And vel he rushed iti 
where they had feared to tread. 

tVhile virtually reigning, they had left the Omayyad 
monarch his title: they did not pose as Khalils, much though 
they might have desired it Ittil SnnchoL conceived the 
rash design of getting himself declared heir-presumptive to 
the throne. He discussed the mutter with certain men of 
mtiiience—among whom the Kndy, Ibn Dhiikwan. mid Ihn 
Jlord. Secretary u l State, were (lie chief—-and having secured 
their support, presented hi* demand to H idiom JJ The 
Klialif, puppet though lie was, seems to have recoiled for 
“ moment from such a serious step—which was the graver 
suite it WHS gem rally believed that Mohammed had declared 
that the dominion must never puss from the .Mu-udile line, 

J ti 1 i consulted trcrtnEn theologians, but these happened Lobe 
iiiiiJf'i H>n Dlutkwiins ijilliitiicen They Aetroitluiglv nilviNrd 
the Klialif to yield to Sanchol's request* Mini to allay his 
scruple* they fluted the Prophet’s words when he said : 
“The Last Day shall not arrive before the sceptre passes 
into the hands of a man of the race of Kali tan." The 
Ivludil yielded, mid Sanchol. a month after bis brother's 
death, was declared heir to lhe throne ill virtue of a decree 
drawn up by Ibn Ilord, This decree raised the passions 
of the Cordovans to boiling point. A lampoon of the d:iv 
was on everybody s tongue : 

11 Ibn I)liaiiii , :in and Ibn H«ri| have found a new way 
of insulting religion. They are rebels against the God of 
1 ruth, for they Imvc declared Suneho'sgrandson heir lo the 
throne.” 

It was, moreover, gleefully related that a holy man as he 
passed by the palace of Zdhira exclaimed : *■ Oh UkhI jiajaec, 
whicli art enriched with the pillage of many houses, God 

^■ tiiii. W3, Allutlifr irf llil. Qiinlc bwHuiW i. 

tittn Iry Al-etaix,^ m. r-t ftliHfJ ^ 
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grant that ere Jong every house muj he enriched wit It sjHtil 
of tlibe I” 

Hatred ond ill-will were,in short, miivcrsdlyrnamfealed. 
There was. however* as yet on recourse to arms: the popu- 
lace wem still intimidated ami rest mines! hy the pre&euec nf 
the army, Hut actual revolt was at hand. Deceived hy the 
tranquillity that apparently reigned in the city. Sanchol 
announced his intention of making an expedition against 
Leon, and on Friday. Jnn. 14, 1 otit!. lie set out from the 
Capital at the head of his troops. He must needs gratify a 
whim hy wearing a turban—a head-dress which in Spain 
was only worn by lawyers and theologians—and he ordered 
his soldiers to follow his example. In this caprice the 
Cordovans saw i* fix's!) outrage against religion and its 
ministers, 

i i living crossed the frontier Snmhol in vain attempted 
to drive Alfonso V from his mountain fastnesses, Snow- 
storms soon rendered the roads impassable, and he was 
obliged to retire: * scarcely had he readied Toledo when 
he heard that an insurrection Had broken out in the 
Capitol, 

An Omayynd prince, Mohammed by name, had put 
himself at the head of the movement Son of tluiL llishim 
whom Muaaffar hid beheaded, he was consequently gn u l- 
gnmUson of *AIxl-er-lluliman IJI. He bad been kept hi 
hiding at Cordova to escape his father's fate, and bad by 
this time become known to many of the commonalty. 

I hunks to his wealth, of which lie made no niggard use ; 
thanks also to Ulc support afforded him by :i fanatical Kahili 
ucinicd Iliisun ihn \ sthyh, and to the co-operation of many 
of the Onmyyiids, Mohammed had soon collected a band of 
four hundred Isold and resolute men. Rumours of a plot 
readied tlie caw of the \liiiirid l bn Askdcjo, to whom 
SaiH'liul had entrusted the administration of Cordova in his 
absence, but they were so vague that the Governor, al¬ 
though he hod several suspected houses searched, discovered 
nothing, 

Mohammed having lixed upon Thursday, Feb, 25. for 
the execution of his design, selected thirty of the most daring 
ol his men, and ordered lhem to repair in the evening to I hr 
terrace beside the KlmliTs palace, with otitis concealed under 
tlicir cloaks. •'l will jinn yon there," he added, “an hour 

I’hiT <x|«diii<m hi- been i, rnwJ " Hip of iH« Wh-p.' 
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U-rore sunset; hut take heed that you do nothing until t 
give the signal/' v h 

1 he thirty mustered at the appointed place, where they 
aroused no suspicions. since the terrace of the palace, which 
minuted a view of the highway and the river, was much 
frequented promenade. Meanwhile Mohammed sup,,hod 
the rest ol Ins men with arms, and bade them hold them- 
selves in readiness. Then proceeding to the ten-ace. mounted 
on a mule, he gave tin signal, and the thirty threw them- 
o> ijpo11 Hie giisird at the police gate* Thus unex- 
pevtcdly attacked, the soldiers were quickly disarmed, while 
. Iohanuncd rushed to I bn Askeleja's apartment, where lie 
was chatting and drinking with two girls of his harem. Itufort- 
lic had time to defend himself he was a dead man, 

The Other conspirators, informed of the deed, immediately 
started running through the streets, with cries <>/ **Tii 
nnns. Io arms!" Their success exceeded their hopes, 
i he Townsfolk^ who only awaited a signal to rise in revolt, 
followed them with shouts of exultation, and the rustics or 
the environs, I tearing the lutnuU, soon joined the crowd, 
•lushing f;° Hiahams gildi-d prison, they made two separate 
breaches in the walls The unhappy monarch still hoped 
Uiat a force would come to his rescue. The chief officer*, 
oi the State were at Z.-ihirti, where they had some Sim 
regiments and Hither troops at their disposal Upon first 
hearing of the revolt, however, they had trusted that t bu 
Aikelcjft Would speedily quell it. and luttfr* wiieii thuv Icaimi 
that the outbreak was of a much graver nature than they hail 
supposed, they were paralysed with fear. The officers wen* 
ail nt their wit s end. and nu attempt was made to rescue 
the Khalit: 11 ishitm himself. fearing Lo see at nnv moment 
the place invaded by the mob, at last took tlu* step of 
sending a messenger to Mohammed, to tell him that tf he 
wotihl spare his life, he would abdicate in his favour 
*■ U hiit r repiiofj Muhammed to the messenger, “ Thinkett 
ihe Khalif I have taken up arms to slay him f Nay! rather, 
because 1 have seen, with sorrow, that, he bath been willing to 
let the sovereignty be wrested from our family. I .ct him 
do what pleaseth him. hut if lie, of his own freewill, resigns 
tin crown m me, I iriil gratefully accept it. and in dial 
'-aw I will grant him all that he may ask of me." Then, 
Miiinmming the theologians end certain notables, he bade 
them draw up mi instrument of abdication, and this having 
f*en signed by His ham. Mohammed spent the rest of the 
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night within the palace. Next morning, he npjiointed otic 
of his kinsmen Prime Minister, entrusted to another 
Omnyvail the government of the Capital, and hade them 
enrol in the army all wlm willed So keen and wide-spread 
was the enthusiasm, that recruits poured in from every 
class: common folk, rich merchants, fanners from the 
suburbs, mum is from the mosque, pious hermits, each tried 
to outstrip the rest — nil were ready to shed their blood in 
defence of the legitimate dynasty against the I i her tine v hu 
had attempted to usurp the throne. Mohammed ordered 
Ids Prime Minister to betake himself to Ziiliira : the officials 
there eungregated did not even think of defending them¬ 
selves, but made haste to submit to the new Khalif, and 
ask Itis pardon: this he granted, but not before he Itml 
bitterly reproached them for their connivance at. Sandiol s 
ambitious designs. 

Tims then, in the space of less than twenty-four 
hours, the ‘Aiuirid dominion had crumbled to dust, 
Xone bud looked for so immediate a success. The joy 
in Cordova wits universal, but it wits especially marked 
among the humbler ranks of society. The lower orders, 
ever precipitate in their joy as in their resen tin tnL, saw n 
vista of prosperity opening before them : but if the middle 
class had had forebodings of the fur-reaching and disastrous 
consequences of this revolution, they would have thought 
twice before joining in it, and would have considered Llinl 
the enlightened despotism of the * A minds—which had con¬ 
ferred on the country enviable prosperity, as well as military 
glory—was more highly to he valued than anarchy, or the 
military despotism won to he imposed upon them.' 

Even at this juncture the excesses which always ae* 
i-ompany popular risings were not wanting. Mohammed, 
though be could instigate plunder, was not yet strong 
enough to cheek it. With com mu ridable foresight lie had 
given orders for the treasures and works of art at ZAliira to 
be remover] to Cordova: hut the pillagers were already fit 
work, I hey stripped the palace of its very doors and 
wainscoting, mid many mans tons belonging to dependants 
of Almanior and his family shared die same fete. For four 
days Mohammed could not. or dared not, check the iullagers- 
At last be succeeded in curbing their auducitv, nrul so vast 
were the riches of Zsthira that even after the people had 
done their work a million arid a half pieces of gold, and two 
millions one hundred thousand pieces of silver vet remained. 
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A little Inter further hiiling-plnees were uneiirtlicd. in wliidi 
l».v two hundred Ihmiwiul pieewof gold. When U.e induce 
wM oonupletely pUted, it *, „„ „ „ ml 
l 'j '*■' uplfifidid buildup mtv n litap of ruins. 

In the meanwhile two otliciul pr win [nations hud been 
rwuJ, after pijblit' -worship, to the people assembled in 1 r* 
ulo^jue (Feb. IS), The iirst enumeratedSointbols crimes, 
and enjoined that curses should lx- invoked upon him in 
the public prayers; tlie second announced! the remissioN of 
severa recently imposed taxes* A week inter Mohammed 
publicly proclaimed his assumption of the surname f>v 
winch we shall henceforth designate him—that of 
:md when he laid descended from the throne, a general call 
to arms against Sunchol was read TJu effect of this last 
proclamation was prodigious. Enthusiasm spread front the 
Capital to the provinces, am) in a very short time Muhdi 
louud himself at tin- head of a large army: lint the rcvolu- 
tion hud heen the work of tlie people, and they would not 
ftght under the generals, who all had formerly belonged to 
the court party; the officers were therefore exclusively 
uniwn from the middle and lower classes, and comprised 
apothecaries, weavers, butchers and saddles Moslem 
.Spam whs, fur the first time, democratised; mid power Imd 
dipped from the hands not only of the -Amiri ck but of Un- 
aristocracy as a whole. 

Sunchol on receiving, at Toledo, news of the outbreak in 
Cordova, set out for Calatrava He was dclenmtu?d to 
<ltieU the revolt by force of arms, hut on the march many 
soldiers deserted, and when lie expressed a wish that t hose 
who remained should swear fealty to him, they refused, sav¬ 
ing that they Imd already token the oath mid had no wish 
to repew it. Such was even the reply of the HerlwR. whom 
the L A minds had surfeited with gold, and on whom at least 
oanvhol thought he could rely. He did not realize that 
grali Udc and loyalty were not among their virtues, Hdiev- 
nig tlie cause of their kiiclm-tors a lost one. they thought 
or noth I ng but keeping their riches hy prompt submission to 
pie new Khalif. Neither did they attempt to conceal their 
intention, tor when Sunchol asked one of the generals, 
Mohammed ihu Vila, his opinion with regard to the feeling 
of the soldiers towards him. Mo hammed replied: ■■ f will 
not deceive thee as to mv own sentiments or those of the 

1 Ar. jr-»wM fiit/tih, "gtklid hf Gui" 
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twiipsh 1 tell thee plainly, there is not a raw who will 

fight on thy behalf.'* ^ 

“ Not a mmi J * exclaimed Sanchol, who although dis- 
abused ns to Hie fidelity of a part of his array, bud never 
expected such an avowal : “How can I convince myself 
itint thy opinion is well founded i" 

*• Hid thy personal attemEmits Ui set out for Toledo, and 
announce tli v intention of following them - thou wilt then 
see whether k single soldier will accompany thee. 

■* Mayhap thou *pcnkest truly," said SimcW sorrowfully; 
hut l ie did not risk the experiment suggested by the Berber. 
Forsaken by his army, there was yet left to Sundial 0,11 
staunch and trusty friend: this was the Count of Carr sou. 
one of Ids Feonesc allies and n scion of the house « 
Gome/. 1 “ Conn’ with me, said this nobleman: “ my 
castle oiler'; thee u refuge, and if needs l>e, t will shed the 
last drop of ray blood in thy defence," " I thank thee for 
thy Offer, my excellent friend," replied Sane hoi, ** but I 
caiiiitiL take udvantage of it. I must push on to Cordova, 
where my friends await me, ami where they will rise like 
one mail on my behalf as soon as l hey hear of my approach. 
Moreover, l hope-—nay, 1 an> well assured—that when 1 
enter the city nmv of those who at present seem to favour 
Mohammed, will dessert him for me," 

1 I'rinee/ urged the Count, “abandon these vain and 
groundless hopes. Believe rue, all is lost 1 Just as the army 
hath declared against thee, so thou wilt find that not u soul 
ill Cordova will come to thine tuL" “ Tliat remains to lx: 
proved," replied the ‘Aniirid ; “ but my mind is made up. 
and to Cordova I will gol" " t cannot approve thy design, 
said the Count, “and l am persuaded that Lbou art deceived 
by a fatal ildodou; but come whal may, 1 will not quit 
thy* side." 

Continuing their march towards the Capital, Sunchol 
with his remaining troops reached a halting place called 
Mai ml-Hank There they bivouacked; but during tlie 
night the Berbers, profiting by the darkness, all deserted, 
and next miming Sancbol found himself left with none but 
his household servants and the Count s soldiers. The Count 
once more implored him to accept Jiis offer; hut his en¬ 
treaties were of no avail — the young man rushed recklessly 
to his doom ! ** 1 have sent the Kudy to Cordova,’' he 

said; ** he will ask and obtain clemency for me.” 

1 Cfm T/ri-rr., \% \l% 
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On the evening of Thursday. March 1, he reached (| w 
monastery of t'lmudn t>n the morrow, flit* horsemen 
whom Mnhdi had sent to meet him also arrived. ** VVlint 
wouldst thou of me ?" asked Sandiol; " f [imy thee, leave 
me in peace, for t have submitted to the new Government." 
" ^ that Ik- so replied the officer in command, - follow inr 
to Cordova.” 

Sa)H’hi>] lintl no alternative' wive to obey this unwelcome 
order, and not long after setting out they met. during the 
afternoon. MahiH's Prime Minister, with a considerable 
force, A halL o os called, and the seventy women who 
com posed Sjtnchol’s harem having been sent on to Cordova, 
he himself was brought before the Minister. Snnehol 
btssed the ground before the Omavvad several times, and 
then there was a cry of. ** Kiss the hoof of Ms horse!" IK- 
obeyed, whilst the Count of Carrion watched in silence the 
abject self-abasement of the man before wlu>m but lately a 
mighty empire hud trembled Sandiol was then mounted 
on a horse not his own, and after his turban had licet! lorn 
off. by the Minister’s orders, the cavalcade proceeded on its 
way. 

At sunset, upon reaching a luilting-plucc, the troupers 
were Ordered fu bind Sandiol bund uiui foot, They per 
formed their task somewhat roughly, and Sandiol cried out. 
" You hurt me: l pray you slacken the bonds for a moment, 
and release my hand!’' His request hud scarcely been 
granted, when In- suddenly drew n dagger from his boot, 
but before lie find time to turn it upon himself the soldiers 
forced it from him. 

" ! will stive tbee that trouble! exclaimed the Minister, 
who, burling him to the ground, slew him as he lay. nud 
then ordered the body to bo decapitated. ’The Count was 
also put to death. 

The troopers reached Cordova the next day, and laid 
Sundials remains befoie the Khnlif. Mahdi, having caused 
the corpse to be embalmed, trampled it under bis horse’s 
hoofs. It was then nailed to a cross, clad in a tunic mid 
drawers, nod exposed near u gate of the palace, with the 
head beside it ou a spear. Near these ghastly remains there 
stood a man who cried without ceasing. 11 Behold Soncbol 
the Blessed ! 1 May find \ curse light upon him. and upon 
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my^Slfl" Thin was Use Captain of Snnchol's body-guild, 
who lunl lwc« pardoned on the sole condition that lie would 
thus expiate his proved fidelity to Ms master. 

[AuTNomTtn: Sirtmiri. J*L *TS- W ; ii«i •l- , AbMr, **»£«« «g* 
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CHAPTER XIV 

MAlUlt 

vr iifst MaJidis pstth seemed smooth. 'Hie people of 
iV. Cordova had placed Mm on the throne, the Jicrhen 
Jf» aelmowledged Mm, and less than five days after the 
A minds, death he received a letter from W/idhih, themost 
luffucntiai of the Slavs and Governor of Hie Northern 
■9 larches, assuring him of Jus fed tv and of his joy at the 
usurpers execution Since Wftdliill owed his potion to 
£ J 1 n _ aiiyor ' hnd not expected so prompt u submission, 

1 , t(> his gratitude — sending the Governor 

;1 »» of money, a robe of honour, and a richly capari* 

st)I , charger, besides appointing him administrator of t he 
entire 1’rcmticr. 

.At first sigh’ nil parties appeared to have rallied spon- 
Uiwoiudy m support of the (Government; hut Hieir uimn 
unity was less complete than it seemed. The revolution 
Juuf been brought about under a fevered impulse in which 
common seme found no place ^yet cool reflection Ted to the 
conviction that, the fall of the W minds hud not ended every 
grievance, redressed every wrong, compensated for every Joss 
but that under Liu- new regime grave reasons for murmurs 
and dissatisfaction yet remained. Mai id! had neither talents 
nor virtues. He was dissolute^ cruel, bloodthirsty, and so 
tacUe>-. that he alienated cadi party in turn. Me began by 
dlshuiidltfg seven thousand workmen who had enlisted, 
^niet- Cordova could not lie handed over to the more its of 
tlie iawtr elusse*, tills, ims, doubtless, si necessary measure, 
hut it displeased the [Kipulace, whose pride at basing 
brought about a revolution did not render them unwilling 
to draw high pay fordoing nothing. Mabdi’snexl step wav 
U) exile from the Capital a great number of'A mind Slavs, 
ami to deprive of their posts those employed in the palace, 
thus throwing them into the anna of the opposition, though 
with a little tact he might have won them over, .At the 
*mne time he ulicoiited the dcvouL Never leaving the 
]Nilitce, lie gave himself up to dissipation, and pious Moslems 

547 




rm. n 


54 8 SPANISH ISLAM 

related with horror that at his a httlidwl hi tvs iiiul 

ns many pipes made music. “ He is as had a s baticnoJ, it 
said.. He was dubbed "the UTne-MNwr": he was 
accused of troubling the peace of many n household - fie 
mils lampooned like bis kite rival. His sheer barbarism 
contributed to the min of his popularity. VV iidhili having 
sent him the heads of certain iiiiiahiUnts of the Marches, 
who hnd refused to acknowledge the new Khalif. Mahdi 
ordered then* to b*r used us fie iwcr-pot* mid phiced Oil tht 
banks of the river opposite Lo his palace, lie delighted to 
inure on this grim "garden ” and he employed poets—-among 
whom was Sa'id, who, after Battering the ‘Aminds, now 
pandered to their foes—to compose verses on the wbjd-i 
Already at variance with the lower orders, the Slavs, the 
pious, and decent folk in gen end, Mahdi Iwi tio dejw to 
attach Llie Berbers to him, though they were his natural 
allies. It is true that these rough troopers were detested 
iti the CupiLid. The populace had not forgiven them For 
Having been the instruments of * Ami rid despotism, and jf 
Mahdi had openly patronised them, lie would have- lost Ins 
little remaining popularity Since, however, he could not 
send the Berbers back to Africa, he ought at least to have 
propitiated them. But he did not. He lost no opportunity 
of showing them his contempt and hatred ; he forbade them 
to mount a horse. to lieor arms, or to enter the palace. I n 
this his imprudence was amazing. Accustomed to be re 
«[iectcd and made much of by the Court, the Berbers had « 
keen consciousness of their own worth and power. They 
were by no means resigned to being reduced to nonentity, 
and one day after many of their houses hud been pillaged by 
u mob, without interference on the part of the police, ^Aw i 
and two other chiefs proceeded to the palace and imperiously 
demanded the punishment of the culprits. Cowed by their 
resolute attitude, Mahdi made excuses, and to appease the 
sheiks hiul the ringleaders of the rioters beheaded. But on 
recovering from Ids fright, he again began to harass the 
Berbers. n 6 

With all his recklessness, however. Mahdi was not wholly 
blind to his insecurity, and what he chiefly feared was lest 
the name of Hbldm 11 might laconic a rallying cry lor all 
the disaffected. He determined, therefore, without slaying 
his august prisoner, to prove that he was dead. A Christian 
who much resembled 11 islutm died in April. 1009. Mabili 
thereupon luid the corpse secretly conveyed to the palace- 
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ivherc it was shown to persons who hud known i Luhflm 
hither the resemblance "as really striking nr th._- witnesses 
had been bribed—at any rate they vouched for the corpse 
licmg that of the late Kbittif. Mahdi then summoned renrq, 
sensitive ministers of religion, notables and citrous, and 
after prayers lor the dead had been recited, the Christian 
was buried m the Moslem Cemetery with all the honours 
due to royalty Thereat ilishfun was menu white closely 
imprisoned in the palace of one of the Viziers. 

Ucassured on this point, the Khalit" once more grew 
reckless. In May he cast into orison Sulaiimm, son of'Abd- 
ei-Kahiiiiin III. who had, not long before, been named Jieir 
i" the tin-one. Me then let u report be spread Hint he in 
leiided to put ten Berber chiefs to death. This was more 
Until enough to incite the Africans to rebellion, and Mbhnrn. 
SuEnumui s son. did his best to inflame their minds IK 
found little difliculty: the seven thousand workmen dis¬ 
banded by Mai id i formed an army ready to Ids hand. On 
-I mic 2. they assembled Ixjforc young Ilishimfs mansion, and 
acclaimed him Klialif. Hhdiam Jed them to a plain outside 
the City, where they were joined by the Berbers, and the 
united forces marched towards Malidfs palace. 

liudcly around from his pleasures. the Khnlif inquired 
tlie cause of tliu tumult. Thou hmi thrown my father 
into prison, exclaimed Huh-im, <* and we know not what 
hath become of him." Mahdi straightway set Suluimim at 
liberty, but if he thought thus to rid himself of the mob. lie 
was mistaken, for Hishi'mi further demanded nothing less 
thim the throne for himself. To gain time. Matxli feigned 
to parley with him, but the negotiation was lengthy, and 
the labourers and I ter tiers, growing weary of inaction,'began 
to plunder and hum the shops in the saddlers' market. The 
Cordovans thereupon Hew to arms -not in Mahdis support, 
but to proteeL their own property and the troops whom the 
Khahf had gamed time to summon came to their assistance. 
The struggle tested for s day and a night, hut on tlie morn¬ 
ing of Friday, ■lime ■), the Bcrbcfli were driven hack in 
great disorder. A body of Cordovans pursued them to 
thi: hanks of the l J initial mellalo; others pillaged tbetr 
houses and turned off their wives, and a reward was offered 
fo everyone who brought in a Berbers head. The wuuld-be 
Khnlif, lltsliim, who had been made prisoner us well as 
Jus father, was executed. When the Berber* rallied they 
swore to take a signal revenge, but had not the skill tio 
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form » plan of action. Fortunately ZSwi fWft of their 

number. . , . . 

Defended from the Kinhcjite dynasty, which reigned 
over that pnri of Africa of which Knhrwan was capital Zfiwi 
wjls more civ [lined and more intelligent ttura most of his 
brothers in arms* and it occurred to hi m that U was essential 
to set lip H rival to Mahdi. There whs nti Unity yud ready 
to his Imnd—SulnimAn, Hiiliiuu’s nephew, who after taking 
part in Ills uncle s abortive rebellion, had fled with the 
Berbers. Be it was whom Zii wi proposed to his comrades, 
as Khalif. Some of the Berbers demurred on the ground 
lbat. though Su human was otherwise unobjectionable. lie 
lucked the energy needed in the leader of a party, as well 
as experience In warfare. Others would not accept an Arnh 
their chief. To induce the Berbers to adopt Ins view's, 
ZAwi resorted to .1 U hr- honoured illustration. doubtless m v, 
to the Berbers. He tied Eve spears into a bundle, and 
giving them to one of the strongest soldiers bade him break 
them. ’t he man tried in min. " Loosen the cord, and 
break them one by one,’ ho added. It was quickly done. 
“ I.ct tins sene ns* a warning to you. 1 ' sakl Znwi: “ united, 
you are invincible; disunited, you perish* for you arc sur¬ 
rounded by implacable foes. Have regard to your danger, 
and tell me quickly what you resolve. H * We will follow 
your wise counsel 1 was the unanimous reply; “and il 
we fail the fault will not lie with us.' ‘‘ Swear then, 
allegiance to this K urns bite. said Znwi, leading Suleiman 
forward. "Kune can then accuse you of aiming at the 
subjugation of the country ; and since he Is an Arab, many 
of his race will declare fur him. and for you.' 

When they had taken the oath to Subiinmii, and that 
prince had announced that lit- assumed the surname of 
VI cists‘in, ZAwi again addressed the Berbers. “ We are in 
a perilous position,’ he said; "let no man endeavour to 
gratify his personal ambition by claiming undue authority- 
Let each tribe elect a leader, who shall answer with his life 
for the fidelity of hi-> regiment to the Khalil" This was 
done, and Z\ iwi was, of course, elected by his own trilf'-- 
thaf of the Kinbejs- Sulaiiiiai], consequently, had no real 
authority over the Berbers, who had independently declcd 
their chiefs: he was a mere figure-head, and such he remained. 
The Berbers first marched against (iiiaxlabixara. and n ^ci 
capturing this town, tliey appealed to Wadlilh to ntsk* 
com txitm cause with them and open the gates of Med inn cell 
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Hut Wndhitl rejected tlicir overtures, mid aided by reinforce-. 
11 tents from MulidL attacked] them. He was defeated, but 
tlie Berbers had little reason to congratulate themselves on 
their victory, ibr U'Adhih intercepted their supplies, iitul for 
a fortnight. they hud to content themselves with » diet of 
herbs. To relieve their distress they sent envoys to Sunrho, 
Count of Castile, beseeching the Count's good offices and 
suggesting an alliance, if Mnhdi and YVmJliih did not desire 
peace, 

On read ling the Count's residence the Africans found 
an embassy from Muhdi already there, who hnd offered 
Suiicho' horses, imiles, money, robes, precious stones and 
other gifts, and Imd promised him many towns and fort resses, 
if lit* would come to (he Khalil's aid. A few months had 
wrought n profound change. No longer did Moslems dictate 
terms to Christian princes; a Count of Castile was to 
decide the fate of Arab Spain. 

Thoroughly informed upon the state of his neighbours' 
affairs, and knowing that Mall til's power hung by a thread. 
.Stmcho promised the Berbers to declare ibr them if they 
would surrender Lo him the fortresses oJTered by MalidiT 
envoys, Tliey consented. Snuelio thereupon dismissed the 
other ambassadors. and sent to tin- Berber camp a thousand 
oxen, five thousand sheep, and a thousand waggons laden 
with victuals, The Berwn were thus enabled to trike the 
held wit!tout delay, and, accompanied by the Count and 
his contingent, nutdicil an Medmaeeli. 

On rear I ling the town they renewed their endeavours to 
sun over YVfuGuh to their cause. Hut tliey were again 
unsuccessful, and rightly judging that there was no time 
to l>e lost, they iruirclied oil Cordova (duly, lOOOj, Wndhih 
pursued them with Ids cavalry*, hut was driven off with 
heavy loss, and reached Cordova with only four hundred 
horsemen ; there he was soon joined by one of his Lieutenants 
with two hundred other troopers who had escaped with 
their lives. 

Ou learning that the Berbers were threatening the 
lanital, Malidi, after providing with arms all who were able 
to War them, entrenched himself ou s plain to the east of 
Cordova. But instead of awaiting the onset of the enemy 
he rashly sullied forth to meet them. The two armies en¬ 
countered one .-mother at Canticli tNarember 6. ItWii), and 
a squadron of thirty Berbers sufficed to throw into disorder 
the undisciplined ranks of their opponents. In precipitate 
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flight, citizens, artisans and Fatihs train pled one another 
under foot. The Berbers and Castilians sabred them by 
hundreds, and many perished in the waters of the Guiulal* 
quiver. It has been estimuted that ten thousand men fell 
on that fatal tiny. 1 

YVidhih had early seen that all was lost, and, accom¬ 
panied by his six, hundred horsemen, galloped north wards. 
Malidi, for his part, took, refuge in his palate, where lie was 
soon Integer! Tby the Ikrlxrs, He sought to save himself 
by abdicating in favour of HishAm II The latter was 
fetched from his prison, and placed where the Berbers could 
see him: the Kmiy Urn DlialcwAn was then sent to tell 
them that Hi sham still lived, and that Malidi was merely 
his Prime Minister. The Berbers scoffed at the message. 
“ Yesterday Hishani was dead, they replied to the Kmiy, 
“and you and your Emir recited the burial service over his 
corpse, JIow then can he be alive to-day 1 Nevertheless, 
if you speak the truth, though we thank God that H ishi'mi 
yet fivetli. we have no need of him. for Suhuman is our 
Klinlif." The Kady tried in vain to exculpate his master, 
but while he wus speaking, the Cordovans, overawed by 
Sillaimfin's forces, eatm forth to greet the prince, and ac¬ 
knowledged him as their sovereign. 

Whist Suj;iiu trill \v;ls making his entry into the Capital 
—where the Berbers and Castilians committed excesses of 
every kind—Muhdi hid himself in the lioti.se of one 
Mohammed, of Toledo, who supplied him with means to 
teach that town; for all the frontier, from Tortosa to Lisbon, 
still owned Mahdi's authority. When Saneho reminded 
Sulaimajt of Ms promise, the Utter had to confess tliat he 
could not, at the moment, fulfil it. since the towns in ques¬ 
tion were not yet in his possession i however, he renewed 
his engagement to cede them us soon us he could, run! 
Saneho quitted Cordova with his troops—who had not 
failed to enrich themselves at the expense of the citizens 
tNovember 1-4, 1000), KishaniN lot remained unchanged. 
Sulaiimin, after compelling him to abdicate in his favour, 
imprisoned him once more: Sandiol's corpse, at the request 
of the * A minds' former servants, he allowed to lx: buried 
with llie usual ceremonies. 

Meanwhile Malidi hud readied Toledo, where lie wa- 
warmly welcomed by the populace, Suhiinian set out to 

1 St wtH#* Hie rttrllrvt Mill BII..1 tr-i.t’*nrttry riiitmicOr, Jhn : olfcet* 
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HtUick Jdfjj. aa4 sent minuter. of religion to menace the 
g"“* wlL ' h » dwpfc^<ire if they remained contumacious 
1 . threat*, however, had no effect, and since h e ims not 

anxious to besiege so strong , t pfocc Toledo, mid hoped 
d would submit wla-n l he rest of the country had set the 
example, he turned aside against Mediimecli. ’ Many Slavs 
joined his army bv the way, and he entered Medmacefi with- 
out striking a blow, for \\ ad bill hud evacuated the town 
mid withdrawn to Toxtoso, whence he wrote to SulnlmAn, 
ottering to acknowledge Inin if he might he permitted to 
remain where he was. His real object m» to gam time ■ 
S succeeded, for Suloitimn fell into the trap, and 

b tt i\ ndhm m possession of Lite frontier. 

Wiidhih's hands were henceforth free, and he lost no 
time 111 concluding an alliance with two Catalan Counts, 
ltaymond ol Jtareeloim and Eriuencgild of t T rge| — to whom 
he n remised all they asked—and then marched to Toledo, 
with a ( a tain n army os wdl ns his own, mid effected » 
junction with Malidis troops. SuImmim called the Cor* 
uovon.s to arms, hut since they were unwilling to serve 
undiT Africans, they excused themselves on the plea that 
they were unfit Tor warfare. That this was on h too Lnic 
iliey lirtd shown at t ajitich, kiiiI the Berbers, who preferred 
to dispense wiLh soldiers of such a stamp, begged SubimAn 
to confer on them the privilege of gaining the vie ton, for 
nmi. He consented, and on reaching Ababa nl-bukar 
about four leagues from Cordova—he encountered the 
opposing army, which consisted of thirty thousand Modems 
and nine thousand ( hr Minns. SuliuuiAn was placed by his 
generals amidst the rear-guard, with injunctions not ta’miit 
his post, even though the enemy should trample him under 
their feet. The Africans then attacked the Catalans but 
in accordance vHtl. Oriental tactics, they noon showed their 
backs to the enemy, in order to return to the charge with 
greater impetuosity. Unfortunately, Suleiman, though 
under ins officers' orders, did not comprehend their tactics 
Seeing the advance-guard retreating, he made sure that it 
waa beaten, and. in the I belief that all was lost, he Hed at 
full gallop—the horsemen around him following his 
example, '(’he Hcrbers, however, returned Lo the attack, 
and charged the enemy with such fury that Uicy slew sixty 
1 at a I an chiefs, amongst whom was Count Ermenegild : but 
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when they saw that Sidaiim'm hud quilted his post, they 
retired oil Af-Zahrn. having the Catalans masters of the- 
Held. Suluiinnii. therefore, by his personal ignorance and 
cowardice, hud tost the battle of Akabual-bakar, from which 
lie would probably have emerged victorious if he hod com¬ 
prehended his captains' tactics, or olieyed liieir orders. The 
victory, such as it was, rested with the Catalans alone, for 
the troops of Mithdi and WAdhib seem to have taken no 
active pari, in the engagement. 

MfthdJ returned to Cordova, mid thal ill-fated city, 
pillaged six mouths before by the Castilians unit Berbtn, 
was pillaged afresh by the Catalans, Muhdi then pursued 
Ilit* Berbers, who were marching towards Algeciras—slaying 
nil whom they met und plundering villages—but who halted 
and retraced their steps when they heard that they were 
the object of pursuit. 

On . I uric 21, 1 the armies met near the noidtucncc of the 
tJuuduirs und the Gundulquivi r. The African* took a bitter 
r veuge Tor their rebuff ut Akaba ul-bakar, Mahdfs army 
was routed ; many Slav officers and more than three thousand 
CiUubim were left upon the field, und the (iiiadalquivor 5 once 
more daimed many victims Tw o days later the vanquished 
trbops re-entered Cordova, and the Catalans avenged their 
defeat by detestable cruelties. Their victims were chiefly 
those who in any way resembled Berbers ; but when Mahdi 
urged bis men to march once more against the foe, they re¬ 
fused, on the ground that their losses I tad been too heavy. 
They quitted Cordova on July 8. and the citizens, in spite 
of all that they had endured at their bands, regretted their 
departure; for the Berlier hordes, against whom the Catalans 
might have defended them, inspired them with still greater 
terror. "After Lhe departure of the Catalans," writes «n 
Arab chronicler, M the people of Cordova when they met in 
the streets condoled with one another, like men who have 
lost kinsfolk or property," 

Halid £» after levying an additional tax upon the city lor 
1 h: payment of his men, once more took the field. But sines 
the departure of the Catalans bis army had lost heart, and 
they biul scarcely marched sewn leagues 1>cfore they become 
panic-stricken at the mere idea of again meeting the terrible 
Ilcrlwrs. and returned to Cordova, MnJidi thereupon awaited 
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the enemy's attack wilhin the Capital, which lit- surrounded 
with 11 wall and ditch ; but Destliiy decreed tlmt HI a vs, ami 
not Berbers, should be the Instruments of the KbflJiTs m t ■■■• 
throw. Some of the former, dlief of whom was UVidhih. 
***** under hi). Hag; hut others, such us Khainm and An lair, 
wen- till in In Rd among hU opponents. They now- felt, that 
to achieve the Object Of their ambition — jiniucJv power- 
imion was ueetMsan, mid If icy resolved to replace llnhAin II 
on file throne. VV itli this object, Wadhin Look steps to 
foster discontent among the citizens, I lccaused exsggcjttttd 
nil Hours to I ><: spread abroad concerning the dissolute life «f 
**tile Wine.bibber/' and while publicly lamenting Uie dt- 
firderly conduct of the soldiers he seertlh enuountged if 
U ben by these devices the KMil\ little remaining popu¬ 
larity had been iitulmiiined, KhairAn, Anbar, and the other 
Slav generals in Sukimiii’s army offered their services to 
Mitlidl; the latter eagerly accepted them, but as soon as 
these so-ealkd auxiliaries had entered Cordova he realized 
that they schemed his ruin, and being powerless to resist 
tbeni. he planned once more to seek refuge in Toledo. Hut 
[l ’’ : Slavs prevented him. On Sunday, duly ‘1'A. 1010, they 
r<«Ic through the streets shouting “ Long live IlidiAm II I” 
and releasing tlmt prim e from bis prison they set him upon 
the throne vfod i ■ nival rubes. 

Muhdi wjvs nt the both, lint learning whaf. was taking 
jdat-c, he rushed to t he presence-chamber, and would have 
seated himself by I fish Mm's side, hud not Anbar seized him 
roughly by the arm. dragged him from the throne, anti mm it 
him sit lacing iL. Ilisham thereupon bitterly reproached 
him for tin; ills he hud suite red at Ins hands, Anbar then 
oni:e more grasped Mahdt by the anil, and dragging him to 
the dais drew his sword to sever bis head. Mabdi seized him 
round the body, but instantly the weapons of the otliet Sluv> 
fell upon him. Soon hw corpse lay in (he place where, 
seventeen months before, (bn Askefeja's luul Inin. Ifojstd 
to the throne by u conspiracy, by another conspiracy be hud 
lost both his sovereignty and his life. 
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CHAPTER XV 


(HE SACK OF CORDOVA 


U NDER n sovereign so feeble us 1 lisham II. tile Slavs 
were all-powerful Wnil bill, who still belli til e pos t of 
Prime Minister.accordingly aimed at governing Spain after 
tbc maimer of his patron Almauwr. UithlCftBly for him, 
circumstances hud changed—and Wndhili was trot Almanamr. 
At first, however, tie encountered nn opposition in Hie 
Capital. Muhdfs head was carried through the streets 
without exulting a murmur, for none regretted the tyrant, 
Wad tub’s hopes that the Berbers would rcccpise the 
monarch an whom he hat! bestowed the throne* soon, how¬ 
ever, pro veil chimerical, Madid's head was sent to the 
Berbers and they were invited to submit to llisliam ; hilt 
so keen whs their indignation. lliai Sul aim an lind some 
difficulty in saving tlic lives of the envoys. Sul aim an him- 
self siud tears at the sight of his unde's head, which he em¬ 
balmed and sent to 'Ohziidnbah, Mali til’s sou. who w as then 


nt Toledo, 

Disillusioned with regard to the iter hers, Wadhili nest 
discovered tlmt he hud foes within the city walls. Certain 
Oimtyyuds. who could not brook Slav domination, and 
thought they might guard their own interests by advancing 
those of Suluiman, secretly infonued the bitter that if he 
presented himself at the gales of the Capital oil August H'. 
they would admit him, Sultunmn absented; but the plot 
was revealed to Wadhili by Khuir&n and Anbar. The con¬ 
spirator. were attested, and w hen Sulairrifm. on the appointed 
day, appeared before the walls, he was vigorously attacked 
uni I compelled to retreat precipitately. 

Trusting that the Berbers hud been rendered more tract¬ 
able hy this rebuff, Wndhih re-opened negotiations wit it 
them; his efforts, however, proved fruitless, and in ihc 
meanwhile Sulniitmn appealed to his former ally. Saneho of 
Castile, offering to cede to him the fortresses captured by 
Almnnzur. These may, or may not, have been those 
previously promised ; at any rate the Coma was enabled to 
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enlarge Ills borders without the trouble of making an iiitrur- 
sion into Andalusia. Since the stronghold* in question were 
not then ill Sultuiii&ri's power, hut in ffMWh’s. Snnuho in 
binned lilt* latter I lint if he did not give them up he would 
march with his; Cast ii inn* to the assistance of the Berbers. 
The matter seemed to Wndiiih of such grave importance 
that he was unwilling to come to a decision on his own re¬ 
sponsibility He therefore convoked the notables, and after 
laving Saudio'j; message before them, asked their opinion. 
The tear of seeing the Berbers reinforced by the Castilians 
stifled the sentiment of nat ional honour among the notables, 
and they decided that Uie Count's demand should be grunted. 
In August or September. 1010, Wiidhih therefore coir- I tided 
a treaty with Sanrhu, and transferred lo him, according to 
Arab writers, more than two hundred fortresses, amongst 
which Christian historians 1 explicitly include San Estevari. 
Coruna dd Condc, Gomuz, and Osina. The example was 
contagious, Seeing that strong places could be obtained at 
the cost of u few trenchant threats, another Count made a 
similar requisition, hacked by the announcement that he 
would join SuJaimuJi if it were not acceded to. He could 
not lie refused. The Modem empire, a prey to civil war and 
reduced to impotence, was thus crumbling piecemeal, li 
may well lie doubted whether the Cordovan* '.fill rejoiced 
over the full of I lie ‘A minds «■. they did on t.lmt fatal day 
when they hailed with short'sighted enthusiasm the success 
of the revolution; but, whatever their sentiments, they could 
never retniw their steps. They must perforce Ixav the head 
InToi-c the enemies of their religion, accept any master im¬ 
posed upon them by Slavs or Berbers, and submit to living 
plundered and maltreated by both parties In a word, the 
lot of the Cordovans was that of every nation which, without 
clearly defined aims, without the guidance of some exalted 
political or religious principle, blunders into the vortex of :i 
revolution. 

For the moment, however, it was not the citizens who 
were the chief sufferers from the Berbers' savagery. Alter 
besieging Cordova for six weeks, the Africans turned aside 
lilid attacked A 1-Zalirn, which they captured after three 
days, thunks to the treason of an officer who opened to them 
otic of the gates (November +. 1010). A massacre followed, 

and ally uncertainty which the fordo VaRs tuns have fell 
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•ts to the fate destined for them by the Iterliers, must have 
been dispelled by the tragedy of Al-ZahriL . The garrison 
were butchered almost to the InsL malt, TliC populace 
sought simetiuiry in the Mosque, but that proved uo refuge 
against the Africans, and men, women, and children were 
■ ndi-.ertiinnately slain. After pillaging Al-ZthtS, the 
lkrlntrs set it nil dre, and soon that town, one of the most 
magnificent in Europe, became what Xaliirn, whilom its 
beautiful rival, was already—a heap of ruins. 

Throughout the winter a part of the Berber army 
pillaged the environs of Coroova, and intercepted all 
supplies, Stripped of their possessions, the country-folk 
Hocked within die walls, ami soon outnumbered the citizens 
but since the price of provisions hud become excessive, it 
wa> impracticable to supply them with food, and most 
of them perished of want. The Government itself was 
ai. I he end of its resources; to obtain a little money M iULhtli 
was even obliged to sell tlic greater part of llukam'.s library* 
Otiler bunds of Africans harried the provinces. The 
largest towns fell into their hands, and in most eases the 
inhabitants met with tlic fate of the people of Al-ZabijL 
Spam everywhere presented the most pitiful spectacle. 
The villages were deserted, and n traveller might have 
journeyed for days along what were a short while before 
the most frequented routes without meeting a living being. 

In the summer of 101L distress in Spain, and especially 
in Cordova, was even intensified. I L seemed :ts though that 
ill-starred city, devastated by pestilence, found morbid 
delight in increasing its agony by civil discoid. The 
soldiers ascribed all their troubles to Wudhiti; and the Slav 
general, Ihn Abi Wnda l n. a personal enemy of the Minister, 
fomented t.hbir discontent Publicly insulted, and feeling 
his position untenable, Wildhih despatched one [bn llakr to 
make proposals of ]>eaee to Sulaitnfm, This step excited 
the liveliest indignation. When Sim Bakr returned front 
his interview with the anti-Khidif, and presented himself in 
the council-chamber, the soldiers fell upon him and slew 
him. in the presence of the KlmSif and Wadhih. before he 
had time to communicate the reply which lie had received. 
The Minister then resolved to seek refuge among the 
Berbers, but ibn Abl Wad A'a received in forma lion of his 
design it iid thwarted iL Collecting his Slavs, he led them 
iuto Wmliiihs palace: “Wretch," he cried, as he struck 
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him with his sword. “ thou baft squandered the money «c 
so sorely need! TIjdu w, midst betray u^ to the Berbers!" 
' . c soldier speedily made itn end nf him, and in » few 
minutes u Midi's head was teing borut- through the streets 
and the pillage o( tile houses of Ids adherents liad begun: 
his body was east where those ofMnlidi mid Ihn Askefcm 
tdready lay (October 10 , 1011 ). J 

Another year md a half elapsed before their enemies 
broke in. and spared the Cordovans the ta.sk of continuing 
tlicir internecine strife. In the interval fbn A hi WmhVh 
ruled Hie town with a rod of iron. The oecjesiastjrs | l .ut 
him their aid. by declaring llie war against the Berbers 
n holy one. 'Hie besieged gained some successes. In Mm. 
HHg. an illustrious Berber fell into their hands. This was 
Honasa, n nephew ol' Zlxrl Striking right and left, hr had 
lorccd himself into a tn*h*e, when his saddle-girth became 
unbuckled, and as he stooped to readjust it a Christian 
Slav unhorsed him with his spear, and he was immediately 
slain by the other Slavs. His brother Habbbs tried to 
snatch the body from the foe, but after u desperate fight lie 
was repulsed. The Slavs carried HotuWs head in triumph 
to the palace, leaving his body to the insults of the populace, 
who after mutiiating it, and dragging ft through the stre ets 
committed it. to the flames. The Her hers were infuriated. 

*■ U <■ will aveiigi.' mir captain !” they cried : "and when the 
hjoofi «*t f he liist 1 QfdlorfLii is shed, our vtn^ejmee will imt 
he .slaked ! They therefore redoubled their cflbrts; hut 
despair lent suntrhunmii energy lo the Cordovans, and 
under Hm Abi U'adii'a they made SO vigorous n sortie that 
they compelled the enemy to raise the siege. They even 
drove the Berbers from Seville, but muld not prevent them 
from seizing Culfttrava. soon afterwards to reappear In fore 
the walls of the Capital. In spite of the Cordova j 19 * desperate 
resistance, the Berbers succeeded in filling op the trench, 
and this placed them in possession of the eastern quarter nf 
the city. Once mure fortune momentarily favoured Hie 
Cordovans, fur they expelled the enemy from the vantage- 
ground they had gained: hut this was their last success. 
On Sunday, April I!>. 1012 , the Berbers entered the citv by 
the Seennda gate, opened to them by an officer they hail 
suborned. 

Cordova expiated its stubborn resistance in torrents 
of blood. The Slavs in despair sought hiding-places, and 
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the Bee hers, with savoge yells, ransacked every street, 
l’iihLgmg, ravishing, slaying—they overrun the city* l lie 
most inoilenslve citizens fell victims to their blind fury. 
Here luy the venerable Said ilm Mimdliir, who hud beets 
prior of the Great Mosque since the days of Haknm 11 and 
ivji.4 renowned for his virtue ttnd piety ; there lay the hapless 
Merwiiti, scion of the noble family of the Beni llodair, who 
hml Ireeu erased by unrequited We. The learned Ilm ul- 
Furudi, 1 author of an erudite biographical dictionary, and 
Kndy of Valencia under Mahdi. met a like fate. The wish 
uttered in a moment of religious enthusiasm whs fulfilled — 
his was :l martyr's deatli. Tim victims were too numerous 
to lie counted/ Soon lurid Barnes lit up the dreadful scene. 
The fairest pollutes were consumed. “ 1 have at Inst learned, 
wrote Ihn Harm Inter, “the condition of my splendid 
mansion in the Bilat-MughUh. A refugee from Cordova 
has told me that it is a heap of ruins. I also know, alas! 
the fate of my wives. Some are in the tomb: some are 
vagrants iu distant hinds. 

On the second day after the capture of the city, Suleiman 
proceeded to the Khalifa palace. All the Cordovans who 
had been so fortunate ns to escape Lite swords of the 
Iterliers were drawn up to greet him. Though their souls 
wen* harrowed by the frightful scenes which they had 
witnessed, f(icv roused themselves to cry “Long live tin* 
Kluilif’ Suhiiiiijin appraised this factitious enthusiasm at 
its true value. *' With their lips they wish me lung life, 
said he, ijuoting an ancient poet, “ hut at their hands my 
death would Ik? speedy I” 

On arriving at the trainee, Sutaijnan summoned Hishrim 
11 in*fore him, " Traitor," lie exclaimed. didst thou not 
abdicate in uiy favour, and didst thou not promise never 
again to lay claim U> the throne ' Why hast thou broken 
thy word T “ Altai" replied the miserable man. clasping 
his hands ; “thou k no west that I am Hie thrall of others; 
l do but what I am bid. Spare me, I entreat thee, for ! 
declare anew that I abdicate, and appoint thee my suc¬ 
cessor T ,r 

The Berbers at first settled in Sceunda; but three 
months later all ihe Cordovans, except those who dwelt in 
the eastern suburb and in the rp tarter culled tlie Old Town* 

' AbiiWiHd 'AMUIkL Ilm il-JWi, U.ru «t V«n)iM M4 Sw r , Stu*n. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

THE HAMMl'im’KS 

lJ 1SCE Un; LOHuncnecuiciitofthecivil war many Gov crum s; 
O biui asserted their independence, mid the capture ol 
Cordova by the Berbers struck n final blow at the unity ol 
the Empire. The Slav generals took possession ol UM 
larger towns in the East; the Berber chieftains, to i' ion' 
the ‘A mi rids had given fiefs or provinces to govern. Also 
enjoyed complete independence ; and the few Aran [amdies 
that*were still powerful enough to assert their rights ignored 
the new Khalif— whose autliority was therefore* limited to 
five considerable cities, namely, Cordova, Seville, - ic^ti, 

Oksonoba, and Beia ..... 

There seemed little likelihood of political change. I he 
lfcrberfs were eager to enjoy the wealth acijtiirtd by Uie J* 
of Use Capital and many other towns, and Suluitnwi himself, 
though lie had been com pelted to wage war for four years, 
was not of a bellicose disposition. By a strange anoiiuiJy, 
the head f>r the savage hordes which had devastated tlie 
Empire was just, mild, and generous, lie loved literature, 
he composed excellent verse; to women he pmd delicate 
homage and showed chivalrous gallantry. His chief desire 
was to preserve, as far ns lie could, the calm which suc¬ 
ceeded the tempest. IJnluckily he hud incurred mUfb 
unpopularity through the cruellies «f his troops, which he 
hful witnessed hut could not check—for his men acknow¬ 
ledged Ids command only on condition that their freedom 
of action was unfettcredf In the eyes of the Andalusians 
lie was a lawless and impious infidel; a usurper placed upon 
the throne hy the Berbers and the Christians of tin* North-— 
two peoples whom they held in aversion—and when the 
Khalif had the imprudence to threaten sundry' towns that 
he would treat them us he had treated Cordova if they 
refused l,j acknowledge him, his manifesto was received 
with a chorus of maledictions. 

“ T* ymir &>Jnmo« m*y God dunt ... H exclaimed [""■< i 

Jl \ Um fiif different U hr- (rvtis thr. : SuLumuri of vihmn Uir Scrips <■ 

Tlir our \mX the deVilrin fcttm* bul 1;hr ether hath M ihriu n 

to 



Sndi wot the scnttments of the Andalusians, as well a* 
«»r the Slant Who in the public prayers still inserted the 
name of Huhfaa fl, although Sukiuian had begged them 
lo substitute hw own, assuring them that he would demand 
1.0 other act of homage. Vet it was by JlO means certain 
tlmi Uisfmm still lived. The most contradictory rumours 
were current with regard to him, Some declared that 
bidHinitt had put him to death; others, that he had 
immured him m a dungeon, The latter assertion met with 
tnos uif, foi on l he execution of a deposed monarch by 

* U8 W t flie 1 b<ki , v »« customarily exhibited to the 
peopleof tile C apifcaj and imone Juui seen 11 is ham's corpse 
I he Mars therefore continued to fight in Hishiim's name. 
Khuirun was their most prominent leader. A client of 
Alniaiizor—who hud appointed him Governor of Almeria— 
.e hiu taken to flight when the Berbers entered Cordova, 
out when pursued he had turned to bay. Abandoned by 

i W , . Tie f l ; ttII< wveret3 wounds, he was left for dead urwii 
the field. 11 e revived, however, and made lik wav bunk to 
Cordova, where he was harboured by n firiend who'iielonged 
to (he victorious party, When bis wounds were beaded. 
Kimncin, supplied with money by his host, was able to 
nrnke his way eastwards. Many Slavs and Andalusians 
nocked to Jus liiLfiuer^ uud uder 11 of tJuys }j£ 

ruptured A linens. One of Suhiiimin's generals, moreover 
hod proved Jiis powerful ally. This was ‘Ali ihu Hapunud. 
ile was descended from the Prophets son.in-]nvr, hut since 
us Jointly Had been vl! ltd in Africa for two centuries they 
^ became Bcritended t mid he jipoke Arabic imperfectly 
As Cover no r of Ceuta and Tangier, while his elder brother 
K«sini was Covernor of Algeciras, Ali was almost inde- 
IK-m tent; but his ambition was not satisfied a throne alone 
would content it, lie accordingly resolved to make an 
julmnce with the Sin vs, mid! approached Kludr&n. To gain 
ms ends lie invented « fantastic fable. He avcrml that 
liishiim It had read in n hook of prophecies, that after the 
hdl oi the Omayyads Jt n ‘AIM, the initial of whose name 
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™ w'K. should rcigu over Spain. 11« iurtl.er^^rH tl.-t 
Hklvirn utter the capture of Cordova, had seat i«m * 
mess age' in these words: “ l have a presentiment that ihe 
tuamwm pat me to death; 1 therefore name you in) 
Accessor. <J let you* be the task of avenging mr. 
Overjoyed at gaining sueh un auxiliary and com inc*d that 
Hmhiiii was alive, Khairan unhesitatingly accepted tin* 
story* and while *Ali eoiwented t» replace Hislmm on the 
throne if he vet lived* Khmrilii agreed to recognise -Ah il 

the contrary should prove the fuse. 

These urelmiimrics settled, 'Ail crossed tin v^Li.nts, in 
demanded from ‘Amir ifan Fuluh. the C^ovcnior. thc MU- 
rettder of Malaga. ‘Amir, as client of an Omayysd chei t. 
and therefore already disposed to make common «□.** wiU. 
the Slavs, had personal grievances against the Bulan, lot 
om- of their chiefs had deprived Inin of Kfmdn. fie Uittt 
fore yielded upon J Ah’s summons, and ‘Ah joined Khairmi 
at AJmuftectr, whence they set out ngjunst { nrdma 

‘Ali relied not only on the Slavs, but on a large part ol 
the ik-rlwrs The latter. .is .1 hob , , . 

ft rice to Sulfutrum. They had proclaimed him Klmtif, because, 
m the moment, a pretender was wanted, and he happeiiert 
to he available hut for their tastes he was too tender 
hearted, and since he was devoid of military latent-d ie 
only kind they appreciated—they despised hint. Am* 
braverv, on the other hand, inspired them with respect. Kl|tl 
tiiey looked on him as a fellow *i:ourit.ryni mi. Xkwi. Governor 
of Granada, the most powerful of their chicjains—who Inu 
placed Sub til i inn on the throne— had fostered a bitter lmwea 
against the Omayvads. since Urn head of Ins father Zm, iH« 
had fallen in Africa fighting against partisans of that dynaslv■ 
had been affixed to the waits of the Castle at Cordova, when: 
it remained until he and his men captured mid pillaged tlie 
town. Thin was an unpaid nimble insult. He therefore ae- 
ebred for ‘Ali is soon us the latter raised the Standard " 



“ if you wish for victor)’, you yourself must Itnd/' 
seated; but on nearing the uicmys camp, lie was led Unto 
on lii.s rnul^i uud handed over to Ins adversary. 

On Sunday, duty l. 1010, ‘Ali and his ufa tillered ti-e 
Capital. The first care of Khfliritn and the other Slavs was 
to search for Hishwn. To ‘All's great relief their search 
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proved fruitless. 'Ali then linked Suluiinuri. in Uie presence 
*if the \iaeis and ministers of religion, what had become 
<4 Iiisbim. ** lie is deod," replied SidnimtiiL curtly. ■* In 
Mint ease, ‘ replied All. 11 point but his sepulchre." Subimtin 
indicated ft tomb; il was opened, and ' Ali asked « servant of 
*f tshuiii s whether the corpse within it was his muster's. The 
servant, who. we may be sine, knew that Hishfim still lived, 
hut who had liven intimidated by ■ \li, replied affirmatively, 
and pointed out it black tooth in the jaw of the corpse, hv 
way of identification Hi* testimony was confirmed hv 
others, who wished to ingratiate theinsd ve* with ‘Ali, or 
Icnrtil liis fli^pk-aMinr- Hie Slavs were, therefore! obtijpxl 
nnmil Unit their IcffitiiriAtc monarch was no morti, ami to 
recognise Ali ns his successor. *AM then ordered SukumfUi. 
as wd| as Ids brother and father, to f»e put to death, Hut 
os the hitter was being led to execution. ’Ali said to him: 
-You have killed Hwltfim, then'" “Nay,’ replied the 
piotis septuagenarian, who, absorbed in religious exorcises, 
firtd taken no part in political events; “ ns (hid is my 
witness, wc have not shun (JUhiiut. Hi is still alive, 
mid . . ." Hcfoee he could utter another word. ‘All, who 
feared dangerous revelations, made it sign to (lie headsman, 
and the blade ML The alleged corpse of Ffishnm II was 
then retnterred with regnj pomp, 

UVs that monarch really dead Parly feuds have thrown 
a 1 1 lick and almost impenetrable veil over this question. It 
is certain that Hishnm never reappeared, and that the person 
afterwards passed olf for him was nn impostor But, on the 
uMier band, it was never proved that Hisham was slain hyr 
Sulnmuni or died a natural death during that prince's rtngti. 
mid the Onmyvad clients who had known him declared that 
Hie body dismtened by 'Ali was not his. It is true that 
-SultuRuin had averred before the notables of Cordova that 
I f i'Fuiru was no more: hut his testimony '.cems to ns to lie 
untrustworthy, and 'Ali may have eriraurnged him to Iwlieve 
that tlic declaration would save his life. Suhumin. it must 
lw reinciuliered, was by no means bloodthirsty, and it is not 
to In? supposed that he would commit a crime from which 
even the ferocious Malidi had recoiled. It may he pointed 
out, also, that if Hishr.ru hat! realty died during his reign 
■SutaimAn would have exposed his corpse to the t ordmims, 
■as custom and self-interest demanded. The Ottmyyad clients 
urge that he despised the Corilnvnns too much to do so; 
but they forget that he did not despise the Slavs, that he 
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<1it) his utmost to get himself recognised by than, »nd _ltuit 
he could have found no better way than bv convincing them 
of UIshAfn's death. Finally, we have the testimony ot 
Sold min's aged father, who despite his son's assertion. took 
(,od to witness that llisbiini still lived Would this devout 
old imm have lied just as he was about to appear beiVire ! i|L ‘ 
tribunal of the Eternal r 1 t seems improbable. 

These considerations tend to the belief thut there was 
some truth in the tales of the women and eunuchs of the 
seraglio. They declared that Ilish&m bad contrived tu 
escape from tilt* palace during Sukituiui’s reign, and that 
after hiding in Cordova, and earning his bread as u common 
labourer, he Hed to Asia. Was the escape made with 
Sulaimim s connivance ? Did i 1 isbaa swear to disturb him 
no more: Did they remain in communication with one 
another! Such uw questions suggested by the words of 
SulaimiWa father: but no positive answers can be giv n 
Lo them. It docs not. however, seem improbable that 
1 fishftffl. weary of hearing his name used as a wnr-cry by 
ambitious men who had not left him even the shadow of 
jHJwer. sought an asylum in some obscure corner of Asia, 
mid then ended in peaceful seclusion a life which had been 
full of pin and sorrow, lie this m it may, * A li now reigned, 
and n more prosperous epoch seemed dawning. Although 
half a Herbcr. the founder of the J Ismmildite dynasty, from 
the very first, showed favour to the Andalusians. He 
listened attentively to the songs of their ports—which he 
scarcely understood—grunted audience to nil who desired, 
it. and rigorously suppressed the Berbers extortions. He 
punished inexorably the slightest offences against property_ 
One dav. for instance, be met a Iter her currying a basket of 
grapes on his saddle. The Klmlif stopped him, and asked 
him how the Iruit hud come into his possession. The horse 
man. surprised at die question, replied carelessly: "The 
grapes were to my liking, so I took them." His pilfering 
cost him bis life. l Ali even con tern plated n measure of the 
most generous scope: namely, t hat of restoring to the Corj 
dovans all that Inal lieen taken from them during the civil 
war. I ■ nluckily for the intiv-ens. Klmimn’s ambition forced 
upon his muster u sudden change of policy. 

Khairfiti at first Inut served the Klmlif loyalty. In In* 
province he had arrested and punished those who intrigued 
in favour of the Omnyyads, and if he had continued to 
support ‘Ati's anise, peace would soon have been re-estab* 
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lushed, But lie aimed at playing A In minor s purt, and 
*** M ^E ntslll g that ‘All was not h man to content himself with 
piny 1 iij,' that of Hishnni U. he conceived the project of 
restoring the former dynasty* without prejudice to his own 
vtruiiii sovereignty. He therefore sought for u pretender, 
iu]d iihoiit 1 (J17. he hit upon one* in Uie person of :i great- 
gram! m hj] oi -A bd-er-ltnhiujUi HI, who Imre his ancestor -* 
name, and then lived ut Valencia, Many Andalusians 
promised their support. Among Lliem was Mundhir, 
Lfovemor of Znramizn ^one of the Beni Hildiiin-who 
marched southwards, accompanied by his ally Raymond, 
Count of Barcelona. Thus betrayed by those whom lift had 
befriended, and seeing ihat the' citizen^ niso desired the 
restoration of the Oimiyyuds, ‘Alt found himself obliged to 
behave with severity to those whom be had hitherto pro¬ 
tected. ami to throw himself into the arms of the Berbers 
whom lie had ruled harshly. He therefore once more gave 
the latter leave to treat Cordova as a conquered town, and 
set the example himself. To raise money, lie imposed ad¬ 
ditional taxes, and having arrested many ikj tables—including 
I l»n Jail war, a leading member of the Council of St-ate—he 
did not release them until they had been mulcted in im¬ 
mense sinus. He added insult to injustice, for as the 
notables emerged from the prison mid their servants brought 
them their mutes, Ali exclaimed : *< L*t them walk; and 
let the nudes be taken to my stables, ’ -Even the property 
ot the mow j ues, bequeathed to them by the devout, was not 
respected. By the instrumentality of a base Fnkih.ontf lfan 
al-Joiyur, *Ali forced the custodians to deliver it tip. Terror 
reigned at Coniuva, The city vwarmed with agents of 
police, spies, and informers. Justice was no longer done. 
While ‘Alt played the protector to the Andalusians, they 
I mil been treated with partiality in the law-courts, but the 
Judges, clinging to office, now paid no attention to com- 
plaints against the Berbers, however well-founded. Many 
oilier persons sold themselves to the monarch. " Half tlu- 
inhabitants/ writes n contemporary' historian, "spy upon 
the other half.'’ The streets were deserted; no sooner was. 
a luckless suspect seen than he was thrust into prison. 
Those who evaded arrest hid themselves in cellars arid stole 
out by night to buy food. In his anger against the Anda¬ 
lusians, *Ati even swore to destroy the Capital, after exiling 
or exterminating Lite populace. Death unsolved him from 
Ins oath. In November. 1017, lie bud set out again A the 
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insurgent*, liut on reaching Guudix heavy rains hud obliged 
him to retreat. It was now April. HH8. mid learning that 
the sillies had reached .laen. he ordered a grand review on 
the 1 7th. before taking the Held. Uut on the day appointed 
the soldiers waited for him in vain, and when the ofuccjs 
proceeded to the palace to ascertain the cause of lii^ absence, 
they found that He had been assassinated in his Imth. 

The crime had liceii committed by three Slavs of the 
palace. « ho had been in the service of the Omayyads. They 
hiid no personal grudge against the monarch, whew© favour 
and confidence they enjoyed, nor did it appear that they 
liad lieen suborned by Kliairii.ii or the t.ordovnns. >' 
arrester! and condemned to death, they persistently denied 
tlmt their crime had been suggested to them, ft seems 
Hear that they slew their master to rid their country of a 
ruler whose tyranny hod become unendurable. 

At on) 1 rate, 'All’s death caused great jov in the Capitol 
Vet it did not bring about the* fall of the llanmiiiditcs. 
■Ali left two sons—the elder of whom, YahyA, was Governor 
of Ceuta —-as well as his brother. then t.overnor of Smille- 
Soinc of the Berbers wished to confer the crown upon i ah) 3, 
hut others thought Kasim more eligible, since lie was nl 
Irniid- The latter party prevailed, and si* days after hh 
brother's death, Kasim entered the Capital, and the oath "l 
allegiance to him was taken. 

kliairan and Muiullur, for their pod* had convoked an 
assembly of all the chiefs on whom they could row, tor 
April SO, The Council, which whs numerous and included 
many ecclesiastics, resolved that, the Khali fate should lie 
elective, and ratified the election of *Abd-er-Knltiiifm p » 
who assumed the title of Mortadlia. 1 hey then marched 
on Granada. On reaching the city, Murtadila invited X;ovi. 
in a very courteous letter, to recognise him as Khalil After 
hearing the letter read, Xiovi ordered his secretary to endorse 
upon it Sura I OS* of the Koran, as follows: 

“ O jr*r wibcliri m ! 

I »oraliijp tint thill whhsh \i wt>rw11Lik 
\nfi vr. flu iiftif worihiji Khnx which I wur \\*\r . 

I iluill newt wursilkl^i iHut which y*- wjin*iljT> 

\dtkr W.L1I \r Utinihi|> ilniL whkJl I VroffUl^. 

Tn vmi bt 1 your re)l|^mi ; tw nir my n-hglfW 

On receiving this reply, Mortudha sent ZiiwT another 
letter. It was a menacing one, and contained these words: 
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7 f a#**™* VO” with :t Christum host. tint! all the 

bravest sons of Andalusia, Wliot court thou do*" The 
letter ended with this verse; 

‘Happy Will 1* the tote Of those who an: oji our side, 
hut miserable that of our adversaries ! " 

Zfiwi replied by (jutting Sura 102. its billows; 

“’l l 1 ® til *iTK" «f IliiTi Jit.lUff rirlif-. drrtiphith >1111 
fill >« cuter !■» the ifmiT.* 

N*j ’ Imt in ilit- nul n *fi,dl Kruav — 

Nio I uaec more, in tin- rial ynMl Lio.v u», r fidly, 

K ‘ n y "'"II III til lit Vi' kn>‘" il lVitli k ■ m \l J r i i L . mfi- rt.iinU 1 

Snr»'h j t - shitfI wt Imll-tirr. 

Xln-M -sLi.lEI l.: ;i tlri'l v «-r a Willi the .-Vf .if .Yilourt, ■ 

Tin ii ttnTT yt on Umi dny be taken >,', <010 , mitijj (ilmuitr - 1 

Exasperated I13 this retort. the KKaltf determined u, 
Inixt: recourse to (mils. 

KJinirAnntid Mundliir, however, soon learnt that Morludlm 
was not the kind of sovereign they desired. The rights of 
tltc Omnjpnds concerned them but tittle, and if they took 
op arms for one of the family, it was only on condition that 
they held the reins of government, Mortadlm was Loo 
proud to play such a purl; the mere shadow of power did 
Out content him, and msterul of coofornmuj to his generals' 
wishes, he intended to rule them. They time fort- resolved 
to play the traitor, and promised Ziwi tint! they would 
desert the Khalij when llic brittle was joined. They-, how¬ 
ever, procrastinated, and desultory fighting ensued for .several 
days. Z.iwi then reminded Khairin of his promise. MVe 
have delayed its tnilihneiil, replied Khahan, “to give vou 
a just idea of our strength and courage; if Mortedlm could 
have mined our hearts, the victory would have already been 
his. But to-morrow we abandon*hini." 

N'ext morning Mini mu anti Mundhir did indeed liim 
their barks upon the foe, to the deep indignation of many of 
their officers, Among these was SuhiimJm ibn If fid, in 
command of Mundliir’s Christiun troops, who instead of 
joining in the retreat, rallied lib men. Mimdhir, u lie 
passed by, cried out: “ Save thyself, wretched man! Thinkcst. 
fhou I cau star for lhoc 7 " Alas! '' exclaimed Sulfiim.m : 

’* vve are ruined and disgraced through tlice < " Xevertheless, 
-■ceitig that resistance was impossible, he followed his master 
Mortadha, forsaken by the lmlk of his army, fought with the 


*-j. hut hi Shir . tnni<il*tHm. 
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courage of despair. mid managed to extricate himself. He 
escu|ifl to UunB*. beyond the frontier oi Granada, but was 
there assassinated by Khtirftift emissaries. 

Kfisirfin expiated, by the ruin of his own party. Ins 
toward]v mid infamous treason, Tim Slavs were no longer 
n blc to 'muster an army, mid their opponents, the Berbers, 
m:r« henceforth masters of Andalusia Meanwhile Cotdovu 
was comparatively prosperous, and ns contented as il vouw 
be under alien domination. The rule of the twerp had 
almost censed: a milder and more regular administration 
succeeded it, KMm loved peace and repose; la* did not 
harass the Cordovans with firesli exactions. To wipe out the 
memory of former dissensions, lie sent for Khainin mid was 
reconciled to him; an another Shu, Znhnir lord «t Murcia, 
he conferred the lief, of Jueii, Calutruva, and Hatr/a. basitn s 
orthodoxy, however, was not above suspicion: it " :L - 
whispered that he was a Shttte, Bui whatever lus real 
opinions may have been, he never tried to impose them on 
<iliters; he never even spake of them, and did iu>t meddle 
with ecclesiastical aJFnirs. Thunks to this prince S modera¬ 
tion the Himnnuditc dynasty seemed likely to endure. It 
is true t lint the people of the Capital had little affection fur 
jt. but in course of time they would probably have con sold l 
themselves for the loss of their former masters, if circum¬ 
stances over which they had no control had not revived 

fading aspirations, 4 , 

M htrusting the Berbers. KiUim sought. support elsewhere. 
Tire Berbers hud lit their disposal a great number oi negro 
slaves. Kasim bought them, procured Others from Africa, 
formed them into regiments, «ud entrusted important posts 
to their leaders. By this proceeding he irritated the Berliers, 
and his nephew Yahya utilised their discontent in his owu 
interest. Uc sent them a letter, in the course of which he 
said ; - My uncle has disinherited me, and he has done you 
grievous wrong in conferring on your slaves oiliee-vwlud i are 
yours by righ t- Place me on my father’s throne, and I will 
restore to you your dignities anti dismiss the negroes." A* 
might have been expected, the Berhere promised him their 
aid. Ynhva therefore crossed the Straits with Ins troops am! 
lauded at Malaga, of which place his brother Idris, who made 
common cause with him. Was Governor. While there he re¬ 
ceived a letter from lv hain'm—ever ready to support a pry 
tender, hut tacitly reserving the right to plot against him « 
he were successful. Khairiin reminded Yahya of what lie 
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luiil done for ‘AIT, mid offered his services. Ldils advised the 
rejection of the otter. *■ fiJuiriLn" lie said. ** is perfidious; 
I,f ' W| l* deceive us. ’ ■* I am sure of it." replied Yabva; 

“but wc will Ufce cure timt lie does tin no harm.'* ile 
tlierefoR 1 wrote to ihe lord <•) AI menu, accepting Ills stn'iccs 
■“id tlieu set out for ( ordovD. I lis uncle deemed it prudent 
not to await him, and lied, on the night of August 11 or i*», 
J021. to Seville, with only live horsemen. A month later 
\ahv« entered Cordova His reign was n short one. The 
negroes hastened to rejoin Kasim, many Andalusian officers 
dal the l ike, mid soon \ nhyft found himself deserted even by 
many ol the Herbert;, who were offended at his arrogance. 
Ills position thus became so perilous that he momentarily 
feared to W arrested In his palace. lie resolved Lo seek 
i and fled by night to Malaga. KAsim returned to I lie 
Capital, and on February 12. 1029, was proclaimrd Khalif 
for the second time. Hut Ills power rested on no solid basis, 
and speedily diminished. In Africa, Idris, then i i over nor of 
1 euta. seined the town of Tangier—which the Khidif luid 
carefully iortiiied. with a view to withdrawing tluther in the 
event of affiursgoing ill on his side of the Straits. In Spain 
Vakyil had taken possession of Algeciras. which sheltered 
Kasims wife, as well as las treasure 1 ., Fven in the Capital 
the Kind if luul only his negroes to rely upo.it 

EnCOUtagcd by tin: state of affairs, the Cordovans, who 
biul taken but u languid interest in the straggle between 
uncle and nephew, grow restless. The idea of easting oil* 
the Berber yoke was ingrained in their hearts, mid a rumour 
circulated that a member of the family of On my y a would 
err long appear and elnim the throne, Kasim took fright, 
and ns no particular Omnyynd Imd been rmined, he ordered 
all who could be found to he imprisoned. Some concealed 
themselves among the scum of the city, others in the country, 
but Kasim's precautions did nut prevent the revolution from 
breaking out. Exasperated by the Her tiers, the Cordovans 
took up anus on July ttJ. IOirk Alter a desperate straggle 
the opposing parties put died up a peace, or rather a trace, 
promising to treat one another with respect. Hut the truce 
was of Short duration, although Kasim tried to prolong it 
by assumed condescension tv the people. On Friday. 
September U. nflcr divine sc nice, the cry of "To onus, 
was raised on all sides, and the Cordovans forthwith ex¬ 
pelled KAsim and the Berbers from the city, hut not from 
the suburbs. KAsim pitched his camp to the west of the 
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Cjmitnl iind commenced a degc wbicfli lusted tor more limn 
fifty days, The rebels stubbornly defended themselves, but 
when fowl began to run low, they asked the besiegers in 
allow them to quit the city with Lhuir wives and children. 
Kasim refused ten 11 s, and the Cordovans then adopted a 
course dictated by despair. They pulled doum a gateway, 
and on Thursday. October 31. they allied forth in a body 
with such impetuous fury thnt the enemy lied before them 
dt utter confusion Kasim's officers retired to l heir neb . he 
himself sought safety at Seville; but that city, encouraged jv 
the Cordovans’ example, shut its gates, imd prod turned it sell 
a republic. He then threw' himself into Xertis; but 1 diva 
besieged him there and forced him to surrender. Krisun 
had played nut 1 ns part, Yabyii. who had draped him ■ • 
Malaga, loaded with chains* swore to kill him; nut nW 
scruples for a lung time prevented him from keening lm 
oath. In ii dream his fuLlier appealed to him, and cried j 

■ Slav not Kasim. I adjure thcel When 1 was yet n child 
he snowed toe kindness, and tlieugh he was my elder 
brother, lie claimed not tile throne. Often, nevertheless, 
during some drinking*!unit Yuliya determined to put him to 
death ; hot he always yielded to the arguments of bisLuion- 
• v o in pan in ns, who pointed out that Ids uncle, being a prisoner, 
was harmless. Kasim remained immured in n castle in the 
province of Malaga for thirteen yours ; but in 10H0 \ aby» 
heard that lie had tried to incite the garrison to revolt. 
-Wliatr be cried, “doth the old man st»H cherish anibi- 
tituis ? It is enough t" and lie ordered hint to he strangled. 

The Cordovans, having regained their independence, 
determined to place an Omayyad on the throne*—not. bow* 
ever, by violence, but with due formality. In November. 
(03$, tin:v held a convention. The Visoers put forward 
three candidates, namely Sutiimk, son of 'Abd-cr-Ualimaij 
IV ( Mortadha)—‘Abd-er-Kahmiui, brother of Mahdi—M*d 
Mohammed ibn ahlWiki They were so convinced that 
Sul id man—whose name stood at the head of the list— would 
be elected, that the Secretary of State, Ahmad ibn Bord, 
had drawn up the Act of Investiture in that candklotcs 
name. 

The Viziers hud, however, overrated their own influence* 
and greatly under-estimated that of the supporters of Mahdi - 
brother, * A bd-cr* Rahman, then twenty »two years of ng** 
hi id Ikjcu exiled by the ITammodiles, imd lmd secretly 
returned to the Capital not long before the election, tic 
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had witness the rhina of the Cordobans against the 
Hcrlwis. and had upon that occasion tried in vain to form 
it party favourable to Li* succession. The Vizier* who 
organized Lin: revolt were uaftwounUe t<» liiv claims and 
threw Ids emissaries into prison, where they still lay. They 
iunl tried to arrest' AlnTer-llidiimiii liiiiLsdi; but when they 
drew up the list of candidates, they thought it test to 
insert his Maine, to avoid giving offence tt> certain of their 
fdlo\v-cili&cus. l hey were, however, far from suspecting 
that the prince would In; a formidable com petit Of. and 
classed him with Mohammed ibn ai Iraki, who enjoyed no 
popularity whatever. 

Believing themselves on firm ground, the Viziers invited 
the nobles, the soldiers, anti the populace to proceed to tile 
election of a Kludit' in the Great Mom {tie, on December J. 
On the day appointed Sulaimim was the lirsl to present, 
himself, accompanied by tlie Vbsier‘Abdallah ibn MnUmmiv 
Suhutnmi was splendidly apparelled, and his counl ctiaiicr 
was ntdhuil with joy, for he was confident that the pnpuluv 
choice would fall upon him. His friends advanced to meet 
him, and bade him be seated on a. dais which had been 
erected for him. Shortly afterwards. 'Abd^r-Rulimiiti 
entered the Mosque by'another door. He was surrounded 
hy a multitude of soldiers and workmen, who, as $oot> a* 
they had passed the threshold, acclaimed him Kbalif, making 
Hie Mosque re-erho with stentorian shoiiis. The Viziers, 
in their surprise, were dumbfounded — and, in any case, they 
could not have been heard for the tumult. They accord* 
ingly resigned themselves to accepting *Alxl*«r*BaliniAu a* 
Klialif. and Sulatrmm—-yet more astonished ami discomfited 
—perforce followed their example, tie was Jed to *Abd-er- 
llahman, whose baud he kissed, and who lad him -it U\ his 
side The third candidate, Mohammed ibn Iraki, also took 
i lie oath oi allegiance; the Secretary thru iTiivd from the 
Act of Investiture -Sulaiman'a mime, ami substituted that of 
# Abd-cr- Hnhmiiu, who jiwtniicd the title of Mududliir. 

[ALmionntLs Mm H^vjIiih t flj r Um Har^rtnrj, i R-*7. f* f tfi-4, 
t'JQ-2, iiftT-ff; til ^ ui ; MulA jiL j. w:, ^o, -Abd ^ 

WiUntl, jpjj, • a . t.*; rim id - Whir (ahi *n7]j Viiwakf, jm W 
I'tci; Hur ui-KhutK^ i Aft on \\\ M> K ; ihp c *i 

■AtrinAr, I iill-1 ; tll'mlri JL '±£ 1 *; il '*11; Ibn Mmtu (JX-i y, 

("nftifapir, + S2A),] 










CHAPTER XVI 1 

'AltO-KR-HAHM/ i N \ AN! I 5 BN HAi!M 

rnil£ historian of a calamitous epoch, and of * P*°Pj ( ' 
I rent and agonised by civil w.n^, sometimes tongs to 
m>rt his mwe from the strife of fcotoons and its attendant 
bloodshed? m order to soothe the imagination fora while 

Kc Sm” rfftacy. «mH«t Weak of fnOMnee ud pc** 
_ x u „ - . r _ r.,„ L j ivi»r I h+- rnumis iviLll 



exhale a perfume of youth, artlep,*®, nnd joy 

incut of tlieir pure accents t* irresistible in tin no ^ 


iSrsd sofi* <>f a nightingale heard 

^Whoti scjueelv paA his childhood, ■ Abd-er-Rnimian had 
passionately loved his cousin Habtha. daughter of the hluilii 
Siiluimsin But his sighs were vain. Su aiman s widtwr 
opposed Hie marriage and gave the youthful 
iil i! lerstand lhat lie ioust hide Jits (ime. His woundetl [>r Jc 
and thwarted longings thereupon found s ent m t he follow mg 
verses i 

■■ EdiIIw arc the pmlcxts fur rvfasnl, n>d -jcak^.i them my 
!x» Llir*ir bUrtdnrs feel ilamlli) mtM fiirta twr to vcjwft mr. ImiI mj , 

VSSS to Ihc mini HOW «o Hnlillm * motto, wta to"** 

hiv worth, lrr«wn ujnm mr s' 4 ^m-Ju 4 aw ' . , . t . 

”« F„r i tiive her—that inlr mid Innocent itftUfhbrr of thi hoiuu* " A- 
SI.Uk, wlm t.vrlh acdudnl mill r prf place. I burr wm In Ik- Hit 
ulav fur life, amt my IttWl «&mM be to dowry. ... . JL > 

■ > A- u hawk ..wnttoeth uaWi o den whidi -imawlcih her wwas 4itW 
1 when t hrlmVI her,that dw. ofthc Mid Sham — 1 »h«aw fr '" n 

How fair Is mv Wluvnl I Her luimb In their wfatoic* float 11" to 

muerj of Mo HM.iih-.jiml tin ihcrt nfli. I-—m i» d» «wr ol III. «**"■ ( 
llovt lutlg. » f4Vt luuif limit luiptucd upon lny tovc, uh. my neiem* ■ 
W jiiiii wdl Uum buffer me te lirrult it? 

| L i> fHitieadi iliv root ili.ii I H.eeh the remedy fur nil iny U * 5 Tf’ vrr /_^ 
n;ll[ may Midi .bn*i:r I"- W^i* ll h tEirft tllnl MV nctwiB 
wuiifit Jltid mlitrp: It h thrre that ihr fin- which «mwnr> w 

t _ ____ _ _ 


^ i t! 1 

ffl 
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" If •I*"” TTjwtPtl mo, my romlll, tbon wilt rrjrcl—I AWpnr It_n luii-f 

Hhii k tilv cijiml by birth, .tin) »W ryi- are- dimracil hr Hu .mlo.iT will. 
TTfudi imm hwgnre%t him J 

Hut t d^vpir 11.4 of winning iii-r.isu- ifoy, j mil thiu ulmJf I nilLm thv 

height afwj for L cmt wfdd the |»H£ when iba bfeck kmAw 

i L^t l lltppct f r<SUllwr *.^ IJlr within IUJ gml*.- ; I ... 

7- Vif" ~ thewTtidirtl «hi|»|i|ioal h» my gen tn «l t v, ' IVfcL’fi 4 Iht 

kiMufuIk ffXci*lSrt?i me Lu d> mt !} U r )w is my rfftcil |ti framtu - \S j ftrc 
t Iif r)tinlifl |»9 to bcf^vnuth r «iirfcr*v\ u-mhn l - , V ml 

d«jucitee* 

We know nothing of Ilidnbii’s .sentiment toward* tier 
wooer, tor Arab writers have left, but a shadowy outline of 
this fair and llitting apparition. whom the imagination would 
rain picture more definitely. She appears. however, not to 
have been insensible to’Abd-tT-Kahiiiim s homage. Meet¬ 
ing liim one day. she lowered her eyes before the prince’s 
ardent goa-c, and in blushing ton fusion forgot to return his 
salute. *Abd-er-HaJnnsu», misinterpreting heT modest tim¬ 
idity as coldness, composed these verses on the occasion : 

"■ Cifctttlnis toiler irliu deigned nut a wnrd In mr ! Greeting i 4 * tb- 
lively gttHit whf-n, gjcmr^ nn- arri-« jilcrdtig my Jit-arl 1 Neit r. Am ] 
tluth dir. scaii mr lit* im*$r Uj the tumult nf niy rirrnm 1 Kimtt- 

' ■* Umu |].>I — tlioi) «W Hi.. i» M. *wrrl tv utter- LM I lov< H lr , 

• tin I tlut I rtmllil In- ft. tiler the nnr.; ‘ulUillt |.n , f at ;)><■ 

‘AW er-Rsliiiiiin, however, doesaot seem to have won 
llahdias hand. He was. indeed, us n rule unfortunate In 
his amours. 1 1 is true that another damsel was not unkind 
to him. hut she broke her plighted troth. as Lhcse lines 
witness; 


" All' tmiry *r« tin- hum- .me. Itum (ircfnml.l mvm«l! (I p-.nKni 
lirvaht-r ofinw . . LJi.l r'ailLJt-.... n U r- — tiii-l L|l|.u ft.rj-ulli i ri.t mll'IiI. 
whien #c W hIpiic among tfic mu? Qiir duiul on-mi o* ; a» | Wa rlil „n 
* nin'the-r- WI< lai ; >nl«lm‘i! lifcr lln- ile-lUffal- nf tree- *,■ tm,in i>m- Init 
■ Hit-. «Jnl. tbr nul lllll ilih ulillcTfil nlimr m III flu . 1 Lltit 1 v-iuH .if 1 :- I ',.,., 1 ' 

The youthful 'A txl-cr-Kahrnn 11 hud a friend like him in 
character and disposition; this was *Ali I bn 1 foam, his 
Prime Minister. Ihn Ha/tn's ancestors, why lived in Liter 
province of N sc bio, had k-cii Christians until his great-grand - 
lather. Hn/iii. endimced Islaniism; hut. ushatited uf 
origin, and wishing to conceal it, Huztti denied his aiwistn. 
"Ali's father, Alunml ) who had been \‘iieier under Ainntnxun, 
had set him the example; alleging his desrent from n 
Persian freerlmnn of Yarid, brother of tile first Omnyvod 
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Klialif, Mulwiyi, lie expressed profound contempt for tin; 

religion of Ms ancestors . 1 . 

® ITunuui Superstition." remarks Ibn Hwna iu bis Haul' 
of Religion* nml Sects* " need never excite our astonishment. 
The most numerous and civilized nations are thralls to it. 
Take, for example, the Christians. So groat is their multi* 
tude tlutt God alone can number them ; and they eivn lioast 
of illustrious philosophers ami sagacious princes. Xevert!it- 
levs, they believe that one is three and three arc one; that 
one of the three i> the father, another the son. and the thud 

a spirit_that the father is the sou, and that lies> not the son 

_that a man is (iud, and that lie is not God thill llie 

Mrs-dull is in all respects God, stud yet that lie is not the 
saint; as God—that he lues existed from all eternity, and yet 
was created* A sect of theirs, known as the Jacobites — 
numbered by hundreds of thousands—even believe that the 
Creator was "scourged. buffeted* crucified and slain, and that 
for three whole days Lite 1 Hi verse was without a ruler!" 

These sarcasms", be it aksened.are not those of a sceptic, 
hut of a zealous Moslem, In religion Ibn tlazm followed 
the doctrines of I he Zkhiritcs , 1 a sect which dung tinnly to 
the letter of the sacred text, and branded decision by mere 
analogy—Hint i-,. the employment of human reason in inter¬ 
preting the canon—as an invention of the Evil One. In 
polities, Ibn Haxrrt was;* supporter of the legitiin 11 tcdynasty 
—of which he hud become u client by virtue of his false 
pedigree—and the Omayyad* had no more faithful, devoted, 
and zealous follow er. W hen their cause seemed irrevocably 
lost, when *Aii ibn Ham mud occupied the throne, and even 
kind rim, chief of the Slai s, bad submitted to him. Ibn llazin 
had been one of those whosi ■ courage did not fail. Sur¬ 
rounded by enemies and spies, lie nevertheless continued tn 
intrigue and conspire, for, being an enthusiast, in bis eyes 
prudence was cowardice. Khui can discovered bis proceed¬ 
ing:,, and after throwing him into prison for several months 
to expiate his uuseuMinublc zeal, he procured bis exile. 
Ibn Haztn thereupon sought the hospitality of the Governor 
of Amalrmr, not far from Seville, and* was there when 
the news crone that the Omayyud ‘ A bd-er-Itnhuifiii IV had 
liecn proclaimed Klndif at Valencia, Ibn Hftsitn inUMwl* 

1 See Nfrhiiforo ■„ ftiwf. af r,v r 1 rr }(tfHlfk Pf J- r ' 

* KilJrii r 1 Milul «ii-'l-Nihtii. 

Scr j n 

> “ yttp 
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iiltl V embarked to tender jus services, and fatstkt vdumtlv 
ui tlie battle which Mortudlm Lost through the treachery of 
P«t«rfed Wends; then, falling into the hands of the 
time >riOUS H< r JC ’ rS ' hc lhrJ 1,ot T ^ n ■* liberty for some 

['bn I-lwm w« ultimately to be liailed as the most 
tamed limn of his age, ami the most fertile writer that 
bpam ever produced. 1 lint in his earlier davs lie wy* 
pre-eminently n poet. and one of the most graceful poets 
nf Moslem Spin. He was still of an age blessed with 
umsiOM, for he was only eight years older than his voting 
sovereign. He too hud had his romance—a simple one! 
imletd. hut he has recorded it so frankly, so artlessly, yet 
with so much charm, that we cannot resist reproducing the 
Hortative. f Here and there we have omitted certain strained 
metaphors, embellishments. and spangles, which j r> the eves 
ot an Arab give inimitable literary grace, but which to the 
morc sober \\ estem Ustc are barely tolerable. ! 

" rn my father's palace there Jived a (lainset who hud 
been brought up umkr its roof. At the age of sixteen she 
was peerless among women for beauty, intelligence, modesty, 
and gentleness. .Testing and flattery wearied her, and her 
"L'lds were tew. t\ bile none dared to woo her, her loveli¬ 
ness overcame every heart: though proud, and chary of her 
fu-oursi, she was more alluring than the most refined coquette. 
Sedate and caring little tor frivolous amusements, she 
touched the Jute to perfection. 

“ I was very young in those days, and all my thoughts 
were of her. Sometimes I heard her speak, but always, 
when others were by, and for two years I sought an oppor¬ 
tunity of conversing alone with her. One day an entertain- 
ment, of a kind frequent in the palace* of the great, was 
given at our house, and to it the ladies of our family, and 
of our clients and chief dependants were invited. After 
spending a part of the day within the pnlncc, the ladies 
proceeded to a belvedere affording a glorious prospect of 
t ordovn and its suburbs, and placed themselves where the 
trees ot the garden did not obstruct I he view. I joined 
them, and drew near to the embrasure at which the stood; 
Init when she saw me at her side she tripped gracefully lo 
another niche. I followed her; she again eluded me. She 
w ell knew my sent iments towards her, for women liavc more 


■ Sc* MthnluMT. #j,. ci,’.. p, J2fl. 
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" MSisasarssar stsst 

«5wfc “5r te V* l £ i '*,!5 

Zm ssrsur- »>• *! r d -BSr«Bht 

iHot of mV heart to sing somewhat. 1 4kiti|j up u * r lu ”;j 
ilU( l -ittuning it with a modesty which, in my eyvs* ^^bkd 
hcVohaWsllc thereupon salt* those ven«s l.y -Mim. son 

-of Almaf: 1 

- ■, fcmabt. for ray ny-Jj. jjjj-JgtSfe 

Ifc. **&£& *& *; 

Mb .;f <H. r’tt' J r XS-2TbT?2!3»rfpelI#' 

.- ■*■ 

trrn<» tin ill in j:" the im*! ffngtlc. nd hfr*k ihirm ii*«l • 

“While she sang this, it was not the cords of the Jot* 
Imt mv heart-strings, that she struck with the pketrunv 
Never Imth lluit exquisite day faded from niy ™: m ( or £\ , 
will linger therein on my deathbed. Rut since that d.y 
never heard that sweet since again, 

« In my rhymes l said : 

«- IU«mr her mi I ICbh* -vnkkth Ih™: -Ik ilrwvitl. ~«J % 

SH- I. fr| r ^ „ ...t,.ri!n . UTM ihc moon; but thr a** lb “ lf n*W. *"> l . 

m£ to thr mnnn, H.0*1™"} * *gft*£* 

zStSta si?b T «sJ? . . ,T e ii 

" : r>, rs.t: 

his wuiquUbet. for tlw Ups tmtiwr hii wordi with ■ J»d** Iwsui.i »h n 

**Three days after Mahdt had been declared Khalif. wo 
quitted our new palace in the suburb of Zt'ihira. on the eu* 
of Cordova, and returned to our former abode m the wesu n, 
suburb, Itulnt-Moghith. but for reasons 
up., 11 . the damsel did not accompany us. On the Jttes 
of Hish&m 11 we fell under the displeasure oi those tlwjnn 
power; they extorted immense sums from «s. 811 tJ> 

into prison, and on regaining uur liberty we were oblig ® . 
go into hiding. Civil war followed. There were none whj 
did not suffer from it, but our family more than a - * - 


> >*e C. SiiiiTtp 4 rotor Lif^ntuf* (|SM>ff), |s, T?l- 
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ffiffu r died <m Sat unlay, .June 21, loti', and Wt > y Vtrc i cft 
in evil plight One day when I vvu.s; attemljfta tile hi ml- nil 
nfa kinsman, I recogni^d the mdBmmmmQm mourners. 
UdmJ reason had I for sorrow on that day! Misfortune 
threatened me on nil sides, and yet. as my eyes foil on her. 
llu present with nil its woes seen ltd to roll away as though 
l, y encWment: site recalled the past—the fading memories 
oi hwflyon ditys, of dawning love—and for u little space 
youth find happiness seemed to return. But. alas, for how 
wief a moment! Then the grim realities of the present 
flowed m upon my soul, and my sorrow, heightened by the 
pangs of impel ess love, grew more bitter. I composed these 
verses on the occasion : 

■ ■ *hi lumen l* o ilrml mini, nhmti nil rtywrtnj ; tot In- iLn „t*t| 31,. t), 

1,1 1 m " r ' ‘I !ir-r t,:,.- . StTfllief ! >ln- in-. r . tit fiit .me w tunlinl 

■in f»itt luiturul nutl hl,r totli mu pity li,r him -nhrim 'ih*- 'urtun iii 

In fletjfuitr 1 * 

" Not long afterwards, when the Berbers had seized the 
Capital, a decree of exile was issued against us. and we 
(putted Cordova in J uly, lOJlt. Five years passed hy with* 
out in v seeing the damsel, .U length, on iuy return to 
Cordova in February, lu]M. j went to lodge with one of 
my kinsfolk, and there I beheld her. But so greatly was 
she changed that I scarce recognised her. and 1 had to be 
assured that it was she. The flower that 1 had erstwhile 
gazed upon in ecstasy, und that all would have plucked If 
respect had not restrained them, was now withered. Nur¬ 
tured under our roof in luxury, she had been suddenly cast 
out to seek her bread with bitter toil. Alas! women are 
tender blossoms; as soon as they arc neglected they fade : 
their beauty cannot endure, as can the comeliness of a man. 
the hunting sun, the scorching blast, the inclemency of the 
seasons, or bare neglect. A mi yet. being wind she was, she 
would still have made me the happiest of all men bad she 
vouchsafed to me one tender word ; hut she remained as 
cold and indifferent to mens of yore. Little by little this 
coldness began to detach me from her; the loss of her beauty 
did the rest. ! never reproached her— and I do not reproach 
her now. 1 have no right to do so. Of what can I com¬ 
plain > I might have complained if she had coquetted with 
me; but site never gave me a gleam of hope, or promised 
me might." 

In the foregoing narrative there are evidences of n 
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delicacy of ^entifrumi unusual amona Arabs, who prefer 
inaco that allure, eyes that anticipate, the sigh that tn- 
countges. Ibis l laatu's love-dream is doubtless not devoid <>i 
a sensuous element-—for ills fc^ruts are alleviltfid when thc P r 
«r>jeet is changed for the worse - but it comprises also 
spiritual attraction, chivalrous esteem and enthusiasm, end 
it charms by » calm, tinniest beauty, full of lender dignity. 
But it must be borne in mind that this writer—the chastest, 
and. we had almost said, the nrtst C hristian of Moslem 
poets— >wils not an Auib ot pure blood, (J rent-gnuidsuu 
of a Spanish Christian. he hod not entirely lost the modes 
of thought and feeling characteristic of his ancestors. In 
vain did such orientalized Spaniards repudiate their descent 
—in vain did they invoke, not Christ but Mohammed, and 
uxsail their former co-re Unionists with sarcasms—in their 
innermost nature there lingered a delicate and spiritual 
element which was not Arabian. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 

■ran i 'ALL op Tin- khaui ati: 

QC \UCEL y seven weeks had elapsed since ‘Abd-cr- 
* election, and Urn Hutu's appointment us 
SfT before the yotiog Kimlif was dead, and the Prime 
Munster had lor ever relinquished worldly ambitions, to seek 
forgetfulness of the past in stud}', solitude, and prayer. 
-Neither rail lie reproached with having introduced into mfkirs 
of State the levity and caprice too often popularly attributed 
!<> poets; i<n the contrary, both mnv he credited with ureal 
administrative aptitude Nurtured in the rough school of 
misfortune mid exile, they bad early acquired a knowledge of 
human nature, as well as political acumen. Ilut they were sur¬ 
rounded with many and various dangers. ‘Abd-cr-Rahman 
hml only the younger nobles to relv upon. Besides *Ali 1 lm 
Hm m, lit, usual counsellors were AIkI alAVahhah ihn Harm 
rAii s cousin>. and Abu ‘Amir ibn Shohard. These were 
talented men, but they offended strict Moslems by the 
laxity of their religious views. 'Hie older nobles had favoured 
Sulaim«jn‘s candidature, and on his rejection by jhe majority 
they intrigued so openly in his favour that ’Abd-er- Rahman 
was obliged to arrest them. Thoughtful people approved 
ol lhis necessary step; but it milled the aristocracy. The 
monarch also laid liiirisdf open to reproach for imprisoning 
Jus two rivals. Ifiey were, it is true, treated courteously 
but they were confined to the palace. On the other band,' 
"'»«■* public misfortunes had closed nearly all the avenues of 
lalamr. there were multitudes of unemployed workmen, all 
prepared to demolish the existing fabric of society, Fnfortu- 
nntdy these anarchical cohorts had a leader—one Mohammed, 
an Omayyad. When the elective assemblies met he had 
hoped that the choic-' might fall on himself. Mohammed's 
nam ?. however, was not even mentioned—a fact liule to bo 
wondered at, since lie was an uneducated man, of slender 
natural abilities, and ids only pleasures were gluttony and 
debauchery. But his vanity was immense, and when he 
teamed that he had been wholly ignored, and that the throne 

rti 
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Imd been conferred on a young man. his wratli knew n<i 
bounds. He ad*rdingly made me of the influence which 
he possessed over the working-el asses, who took his booneh- 
ncssfbf urbamity null with wlioni lie nil drifts ot sue 1 
L-tose intimacy that one Ahmad ibn Khidid. a weaver, u tus 
hU dearest friend. Zealously and ably seconded by l Us 
man. Mohammed incited the workmen to visions of plunder 
mid havoc, mid laid the train for a formidable revolt. 

At first there seemed no reason to fenr a coalition oi lhe 
nn i ml a re and the arrested nobles, since they had supported 
different candidates, but ou Sulai mini's death the patricians 
joined hands with the demagogues. One of the former, 
[bn | in ran. nr ted as intermediary, Willi unsuspecting 
•mod nature ‘Abd-er-IlaJimitn, though warned had set him 
iit liberty. “ If Ibn 1 mritn," said one of tlie khabfs mends 
to him. takes a single step outside his prison he will cut olf 
a year of vour life.' He was, indeed, a dangerous man. He 
succeeded act his finrt attempt in gaining over the officers of the 

¥ jn.rd, for they were hist then out of humour with the KlianU 
WO days before, a ’lieriier battalion had arrived at Cordova 
to offer tliclr services to the monarch* and the latter, conscious 
of the need of droops in his perilous position p tteceptio Hieir 
offer. This ]md aroused Lhe jealousy of the guard, 
incited by Ibn Imran, indulged in open complaints: " '< c 
vanquished the Berbers, and drove them out. and nowthe 
man whom we placed on the throne aims at bringing them 
hack into the city and subjecting us once more to their 
detested rule.” The populace, who only waited for a signal 
to rise, were willing converts to rebellion* and at a moment 
when ‘Abd-er-llahmJln suspected nothing, a mob burst into 
the palace and set the imprisoned nobles free. 1 be nnlortu- 
iiatc Khnlif, realizing at ottce that hts life was at stake, 
linked the advice of his Viziers, Fearing for their own lives, 
they were deliberating on their best course of action, w hen 
the gourds told them they need have no fear if they wtnod 
abandon *Abd-er-ltahmAn to his fate. Most of the \ izicns 
succumbed to the instinct of self-preservation, and one by 
one they stoic away from the monarch They were, how- 
ever, soon to discover the value of the guards' promises, for 
Severn!, including the prefect of the city, were slain as they 
were leaving the pal acre by the t late of the Ibiths. 

‘Abd-er-Itahnum himself, mounting his horse, sou") 
Hight by the same gateway, But the guards obstructed Ins 
passage^ threatening him with thrir sjtears and reviling him. 
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Hi- retraced! his steps. and dismounting, entered the bnth- 
fwin; then, Stripping to his tonic, he crept into a fl uc . 

Mean white the populace ond the guards were hunting 
down the Iferbers mercilessly- The poor wretches were 
massacred wherever they were found, in On- palace. the 
tmth, or Uu? mosque. The women of the Khattfs harem 
were divided hy lot amongst the pretomtu, who took them 
l'J horrJCS - Mohammed had triumphed. Proclaimed 
kha if m the very room where the dethroned monareli lav 
hid, he returned to tin- great lmll mid seated himself upon 
the throne, surrounded hy the guards and the mob. His 
posit ion, however, was precarious so long iis his predecessor 
lived He therefore ordered search to he made everywhere 
or Abd-Or-Ralmiun. who was at last discovered and put to 
death (January 1 S, 1024), 

Mohammed took the title of AJ-MustaklL He courted 
popularity hy distributing money and honours to uil who 
would, but the wrath of the middle-class ns well as of Uu- 
nobles was aroused when he appointed Ills friend, tile weaver, 

1 nine Minister, 1 he Khalil s reign was a brief one. Ilt- 
proved, as might have been expects, a had rider, Learning 
that there was a plot against him, he tlirew many of his 
family into prison. One of them wu> even strangled by his 
orders, an act which caused fierce indignation in Cordova, 
lie also arrested Ins predecessors principal counsellors, 
among them the two ibn Hazms, while to avoid similar 
treatment Abfi ‘Amir jt>u Shobaid and many others quitted 
the Capital, and betaking themselves to the Flammudite 
t ahyft, at Malaga, urged him to put an end to the anarchy 
rile at Cordova. Their efforts were not wholly fruitless. 
It became known at Cordova that YabyA was preparing to 
atUck the city, and a riot broke out (May* J025). Moham¬ 
med's V izier, the former weaver, was stabbed to death with 
knives, and the mob, in its frenzy, did not cease to mangle 
Ids corpse until it was rold. Mohammed wits surrounded in 
his palace, and his guards exclaimed : •* Cod knows that we 
have done all in our power to maintain thee on the throne, 
but we now see it to be impossible. VahyJL threatens us; 
"v must march against him; and we fear that evil may 
helaJJ thee when we it r L r gone. We counsel thee to leave 
the city secretly." Seeing that all was lost, Mohammed 
resolved to follow (heir advice; Assuming the guise of n 
singing-girl, and wearing a veil, he stole from the palace 
and the city, with two women. He sought to hide hi* 
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shame in sin obscure village on Hit* iron tier, where he vm at 
last poisoned by uti officer. who was too deeply coinpi*miised 
not to follow him. hut who gresv Weary' of being hound to 
no outlaw. 

For six months Cordova was without « ruler. I he city 
was governed, after a fashion, by :i t oittiril ol State, but this 
regime was necessarily unstable. I he time was not rijie for 
such » form of government; the old world wa*> falling in 
ruins, but the new was vet but :i dream. In public opinion 
a monarchy -.till the only form of govern merit by which 
order could he secured. But where was a sovereign to he 
found f Among the Omayvads l The attempt had already 
Ijeen made: in ‘Abd-cr-ltilunan V the best prime of that 
house- had been chosen, and utter failure had resulted. Io 
preserve the peace, to hold in check a populace, ever rcitlcs> 
and excitable, ever ready to plunder ami murder, a prince 
was needed who had foreign troops at his disposal, and the 
Oinayyads had none. It was therefore determined to olfcr 
the tit rone to Yuliya the Hanuniidite, against whom there 
was little cause for ill-feeling, and it would appear that this 
design was not due to disaffected conspirators-, as an Arab 
writer has declared, 1 but to the party ol order, who saw no 
other means of safety. Negotiations were opened with 
Vlbyi at Malaga. He accepted the Cordovans’ olfcr, but 
with cold indifference. He mistrusted the ingrained fickle- 
ness of those who made it, and wan well aware that he was 
only looked upon its n last resource. He confined hitmclf. 
therefore, to .sending some troops to Cordova under a Berber 
general (November, 1025). 

The event showed that Valiyi was well advised. 1 lm 
citizens soon kicked against African domination, and lent an 
eager ear to emissaries from the Slav chieftains of the Last 
—-Khninui of Almeria, and Mojehid of Dctita—who told 
lhem that if they desired liberty the Slavs would come ti> 
their aid. This was no empty promise. In May. J02G, when 
nil had been put in train, the two princes marched on the 
Capital with a strong force, while the popuhwesiiimJtotieou-dy 
rose, expelled Ynhyii s Governor, and killed many of bis 
soldiers. The gates were then thrown open to l\hair»« and 
Mojehid, hut when it came to establishing a Government, 
the two princes fell out, and Khair&n, fearing treachery on 
the part of his ally, returned in all haste to A linen* 
(June 12), 
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Mojcliidi remained some time longer m l1h> fnnitni i.„» 
ultimately quitted it without restoring tire monarchy. After 
J.is U|» the Council of State resolved to try to acJi- 
ImwJjhk >h«iH have taught Them to lie 

I™ " “T JJr,nt ‘ e *the sup- 
ot mercenaries, between two irreconcilable factions 

Ijitrip? 116 ''" Jecu ?f* to K l>0]>u[Ht revolt or lo n 
JS^hST 1 *^ n I T t0 ” stttb ^ government the re- 
Sfflft! tJmayy«(fc waft therefore a precarious device, but 

'f' C fl ° ulii **HMF*«*- Abu ’l-llasm 
ibn J,i rtur, ifit most influential member of the Council 
M ecuilly favoured the idea. He therefore consulted with 
ie runtier chieftains, who ostensibly belonged to either the 
mayyad or the Slav party, but who. in truth, were united 
<mly by u profound hatred of the Berbers. After lone 
negotiations some of these chiefs fell in with the proposal— 
pi oha dy kcause they felt sure of its failure—and jjtwa* 
U, ? ! t K ' t} irone should he offered to lltsham, elder 
l.rnt ttor of -AW-or-lW,,,,,,,, IV. ThU princ, r,™,M " 
AlpuciiLe. whither be had fled after his brother's murder, 

, . ‘V,’ l02 T* tbe CorduvflJls t0ok tile oat h of allegiance to 
him. hut marly three yearn passed before all difficulties were 

u f nd f>W *W» ii*nr ffisham Ml, surname* 
Aotadd, wandered from town to town, since many chiefs 
Iwred Ins way to the Capital. At last the Cordovans beard 
that he w as about to enter the city. The Council made pr* 
mirations to receive him legally, hut before all was ready 
the news came (December 18. 1020) that Hislnlm wh 
already approaching. The troops murelied on t to meet 1 11 ra 
and the city rang with shouts of joy. Crowds thronged the 
jitrecLs through which the prince would make his progress, 
and all were on tip-toe to view a magnificent and truly royal 
procession, They were disappointed. Hisham was mounted 
on a sorry and meanly caparisoned nag. and wore plain 
apparel ilbsuited to the diguiU of n Klmlif. He therefore 
trwidc no very favourable impression: vet he was greeted with 
noisy demonstrations of joy bv those who hoped that dis¬ 
orders were atari end and that just and resolute government 
was at hand 

Hishiim HI was ill-adapted to realise such hopes. He 
' v * s ;i " ell-meaning man, but irresolute and indolent, ami 
Ji lover of good cheer. On the day after his arrival the 
patricians were able to convince then!selves that tlicir choke 

* Of Mu-toniiil, Marling tamirw *rftrn. 
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had not Ikjcii n happy otic. A great audience was 1 mid in 
Uie throne-room nncf all the officials were presented to the 
KIihUF ; but* unaccustomed to receptions and set speeches, 
the old man only managed to stammer a few words, and one 
of the mi lusters had to speak in hi* mime. When the poets 
recited the odes composed in honour of his accession, he 
could find no grit cions word of acknowledgment, and scarcely 

seemed to understand their verses. 

The Khalifs ■ h-hut thus dispelled all illusions. Mid 
matters crew worse alien, after n litlIt while, lie appointed 
Hakam ibn Said Prime Minister. Hokum. who was a client 
of the ‘Amends, had exercised the calling of a weaver in 
Cordova, where he made HishamA acquaintance—fur the 
Oroayyad princes often formed politic intimacies among the 
lower classes. During the civil war Hikam had served as a 
soldier, and since he was wanting neither in courage nor 
military talents, he rose rapidly in rank and gained the 
esteem of the frontier chieftains under whom he served. 
After HishAm had been proclaimed KI ml if. llakam presented 
himself, and recalling their former friendship, ingratiated 
himself so effectually that lie soon gained the ascendancy. 
On becoming Prime Minister, it was his first care to see 
that the Kludifs table was laden with Uie choicest dainties 
and the richest wines: he surrounded him with singing-gins 
and dancers, and tried, in a word, to make his master sexist¬ 
ence as pleasant as possible. The weak -minded tlisbiw* 
indifferent to power, and only too happy to be relieved of 
business that wearied him. cheerfully abandoned the helm to 


Uakam. 

The Prime Minister found the treasury empty. I 1 ' 
meet current expenses revenues larger than the lows dloww 
were urgently needed. How could they be raised' 
impose new taxes, os he was doubtless aware, would ensure 
his unpopularity. The Minister therefore hud recourse to 
various expedients—not wholly honourable, but dictated by 
necessity. Discovering certain valuables which the sons oi 
MiiKftfFur the ‘Arnirid hud deposited with their friends, he 
confiscated them, and compelled the principal merchants to 
purchase them at an exorbitant price. He also forced tlieni 
to buy the lead and iron-work of the palaces demolishes 
during the civil war. But the money thus acquired dt‘ 
not suffice, and Hnkam had recourse to that I bn al-Jaivar, 
a hated and disreputable Fakill, who hud on a preview* 
occasion suggested to the Klialif ‘Aliihu Haiiinuid effectual* 
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though discreditable* means of filling U, e treasury, He now 
contrived to procure Hnkam a considerable revenue *t the 
expense of the This fraud leaked out. and ex 

C 'u *?wmurmg the Cordovans* ami ,-snr- 

i nUly the l akihs N evertbetas. not long before, the Fakita 
xvho sjit in tiie tribunal had accepted mi increase in their 
salaries, wdltaowmg that the necessary funds were provided 


/ ,,fl ^nwMiu, who orew it up. read it 
IV 1 ± ' ,r i “ ie l ltt hu;e “id in the niosoue (June, 1030). 
lhttcrJy offended, the Kakths tried to communicate their 
Jinger to the people. but since the masses seem to have Juid 
no pnrtieulur grievance, they did not succeed. The Govern 
ntent redoubled its rigour. A Viiirr detected in a con- 
s P*T y wzis executed, and ibn Shohiiid urged a persecution 
of the -lug hats.' as he tidied them. “Heed not the 
dedflimrtions of this mi serf v crew,” he exclaims in a poem 
addressed to the Ivhalif; “let them be hunted down ; leave 
t,o iisy basilisk tongue the tn?ik v[ exposing thmi! " 

If Hakiini had merely hud tlit theologians to deal wit.li 
he could have held his own. for they were not then mrtu 
entiai enough to injure him; but lie had much more dan- 
gerous enemies: almost ail the no hies were hostile to him. 
Ills lowly origin was an ineradicable stain in the eyes of the 
patricians. [ hey regarded him. not us » soldier of fortune, 
but av a weaver, and they ranked him witli the Prime 
.Minister of Hufcam If. There was. in truth, a great differ¬ 
ence between the two men: the one had been a mere 
artisan, the other had spent the best years of Ins life jn 
camps, or at the courts of frontier princes. The nobles were 
not scrupulous as to the means by which the treasury was 
tilled, and they would readily have portioned in a man of 
flicir own caste the financial operations to which the 
Minister had been driven ; but since he was a plebeian, Lhtv 
denounced them as soon as they reached their cars, and 
used l hem to gratify their hatred. The policy of the nobles 
was. however, detrimental to their ■*!#-interest. At first 
Uakntn had evinced no animosity towards them, and he 
had not discarded them dehberatdy—for instance he hud 
made the patrician Ibn Shohuid his friend and confidant; 
but when he found that they only responded to his advances 
witli disdain—when he found among them no tiling but ill- 
wiii. repugnance, and open hostility—his susceptibilities 




t>8S 


SPANISH ISLAM 


Till, n 


were touched, and lie sought for officios among the plenum 
Those upon whom Ik conferred office wen swe befonhand 
of the reprobation of the nobility, who did not finl to declare 
that the Minister Appointed none but “Callow young 
weavers, irreligious rascals who thought of nothing hut 
wine, flowers, and trutiles, who exercised their wit ut the 
exi*nse «£ worthy citizens, and derided thcunfottaiiate who 
sought justice at their hands," Haksmi himself they de¬ 
clared a shallow intriguer, a timid officer— a capable horsey 
man mid nothing more. They were perhaps blinded hy 
their hatred; at any rate, the means they adopted to over 
throw the older l of their aversion were of Hie vilest Kind. 

They first tried to Air up n riot among the populace by 
declaring that the stagnation hi trade—really due to public 
calamities—resulted from the dues imposed by the Minister 
upon inaiiv commodities. Such harangues bore irtut. and 
a Hand of men promised ttie nobles to Attack the MimsUrs 
dwelling; but Hafcam, warned in time, quitted his own 
palace and installed himself within the khalifa; he hen 
abolished the objectionable imposts. And addressed n long 
m mifertn to the people, explaining that the duties had tieeu 
imposed to satisfy the pressing needs of the treasury, Hot 
that in future he would trv to dispense with them, in* 
popular discontent having subsided, the nobles adopted an¬ 
other line of conduct- I luUm placed but little confidence 
in the Andalusian troops— who were devoted to the patri¬ 
cians—and tried to raise some companies of Berbers. 1 he 
Andidusinns complained, and the nobles took care to ioiuem 
their grievances; but l lukam, perceiving their design, took 
effectual measures to p r es e rve discipline among the soldiers, 
and punished the ringleaders by withholding their pay. I * iC 
patricians next endeavoured to lead the Minister into dis¬ 
grace with Hi sham. They were again unsuccessful; l «*»«■ 
Tind mure influence than they over the weak monarch, alio 
they were prohibited from entering the palace. Ihu .lab war 
alone. President of the Council, had some power over the 
Khidif. who regarded him with mingled respect and grid’* 
tilde, fur it was tn him that he owed Ills thnine, or rather 
his luxurious idleness. All Hokum's efforts to drive Ion 
, I ah war from office were unsuccessful; he win, not. however, 
discouraged, and never ceased to urge his dismissal upon 
the monarch, hoping ultimately to overcome hU scruple*- 
I bn Jabwur was aware of this, and perhaps thought that tie 
was losing ground. Henceforth his mind was made up - 
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:.n end must tie made not only of Ike Minister but of tJie 
monarchy, and the Council of .State must be supreme, llu 
colleagues readily fell id with the project: but how were 
iliey to gain adherents There lay the true difficulty; 
plenty or people would gt> any length to dethrone Hwhuni 
III* but no one outside Llic Council seems to hire dreamed 
of substituting tin dUgaifrhy for a monarchy. so deeply Here 
monarchical ideas engrained in all minds' The Council- 
lors thought it expedient, therefore, to conceal their Into 
design, and feigning to atm merely at substituting another 
Kliaiii for 11ishnut III, they entered into negotiations with 
it kinsman of his, Onmyya by nnme, a rash and Amlutious 
man, possessed of little foresight. Tile Councillor!, led him 
to understand that if he put himself at the head of an 
insurrection* the throne would be his. Not suspecting that 
lie was being used as a mere tool, to be thrown aside as 
soon as it had served its purpose, the young prince received 
their overtures effusively, and since he was open-handl'd, he 
easily gained over the soldiers, whose pay htul been withheld. 
In December. 1081, these men lay in ambush, fell upon 
Ilakam as be left the palace, and assassinated him liefore 
he had time to draw his sword; they then cut oil' his head. 
:ind after washing it in u fishmonger'* tub*—fa blood and 
mire luid mude it umecogttmblc—they stuck it at the end 
of It lance. Omayya then directed the movemcuts of the 
soldiers and the mob that hod joined tJiem, while lijskaiu. 
dismayed by the horrible yells with which bis palace re 
echoed, asrciidcd a lofty tower, accompanied by the women 
of his liartnn arid four Slavs. 

" W hat would you with me ?" he cried to the insurgents* 
wild bud already entered the palace, - I luvve done von no 
ill “ If you have any grievance, lay it before my Vizier; he 
vvill do you justice! 

“ HeWd thy Vizier ! " came the about from below, and 

I lishiim saw ;it the end of a Injure a horribly mutilated head* 

II Lie hold tile head of (lie villain to whom thou delivered si 
thy people, thoir poltroon! “ 

While H is} 1 dm tried to appease the savage moh that 
only answered him with insults and alms* , another U-md 
broke into tile women's apart merits, whence tlicy took 
every tiling worth carrying sway, and where they found 
some new chains, which it was averred were intended for the 
nobles by Hitkstn, < bmiyys egged on the pillagers; “ Help 
yourselves to these riches, tnv'friend*, all are yours f And 
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then ascend Hie tower W& sUy yonder wretch for me!" 
bi attempt to scale the tower was made, but it m tw 
I,inii f 1 ristium culled for aid from the citizens who had 
Xn no part in the plundering; but-there was no response. 

OrauyU convinced that the Vmets were«l>outto 
recognise him as Khalif, proceeded to the great ball Sealed 
on UMun»'s divan, and surrounded by the prmeijul noteiv 
on whom he hud already bestowed offices, he wrodte 
orders as though actually Khalif. '* " e tear lor th) life, 
exebimed a bystander, -for good fortune seems to have 
abandoned thy family P* -It matters not, replied Oiuayya. 
.* Let nie be enthroned Lo day arul slum to morrow l lie 
ambitious youth had no inkling of wljat was taking place m 

Ihn J nhwar's house. . __,, + * . 

I Tpon the outbreak of the not, the t resident of the 
Council had summoned his colleagues to confer with them 
un the steps next to be taken, and when they hail come to 
a decision, they trooped to the palace, escorted by then 
clients and sen-ants, all well aimed. “ Let this plundmng 
cease!” they cried: “ wc will answer for Hisliams abdica¬ 
tion,' Whether ilie multitude were awed by the presence 
of t hese digtntarias, or Icared an encounter with the etoort, 
or simply because there was nothing left worth plundering, 
older was gradually restored. « Descend from the tower 
orhd the Vieivrs to lUshum; ' you must abdicate, but vour 
life will tie spared." Very reluctantly llisham was obii^.I 
to trust himself in their Imnds, for the tower contained no 
provisions. He therefore descended, and was conducted nj 
the Viziers, with his wives, into it kind of vault terming 
part of the Great Mosque. *■ i would rather lie east into 
the sea than suffer such tribulations," he exclaimed on 
way. ■* Do wlmt you trill to me, but spare my wives, 

beseech you I" „ .. - 

At nightfall the Viziers summoned the pruicip-u in- 
habitants of Cordova to the Mosque to discus HMi;um> 
fate. It was resolved to intern him in a fortress without 
dehiy. Certain sheiks wen* deputed to inform the caplu - 
of this deci sion. 

On entering the vault a pitiful sight met their ejes. 
They found Hishlra crouching un the stone flour, surrounds 
by his weeping wives in scanty attire and with disheveu ■ 
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misfortune, shivered in the damp mid chilly air of the noisome 

SSjfS % ^ ht WttS Utterly eold-vhe wa, moreover 
almost dead with hunger, lor. whether through carelessness 
or by a ratuiement of cruelty, no tooA had been supplied to 
ti j c inisemhlc prisoners. One of the sheiks addressed the 
ex-Khsiiif: ■ \\ e imye come, my lord,” he said, “to an¬ 

nounce UmL the \ liners mid notables, assembled in Lhc 
Mow|ue. have determined that . . * «Ycsl YcsP inter 
in pled Ilishiiin, “ 1 Itow to their decision, whatever it may 
* W ht me have a morsel of bread, 1 pray you. to give 
to this poor child who is dying of hunger! ” 1 ieeply touched. 
Uic shaikh could not tfefnim from tears. The food was 
brought, and the spokesman took up the thread of his com¬ 
munication: “ My lord, it has been decided (hat at day- 
break you shall he taken to :i fortress, there to be imprisoned. 

” Me it so. replied Htshfim, in sorrowful resignation. « [ 
have hut one favour to ask; grant us a light, for the dark¬ 
ness of this dreadful place unnerves us," 

On the morrow, its soon as Hi,sham had quitted the town, 
the Viziers issued u prochmi/itinn to I lie Cordovan* that the 
Khali fate was abolished for ever, aw) that the Council of 
btiite had assumed the reins of government- They then 
proceeded to i he palace. Qmayyit was still there 116 relied 
implicitly on t| iei r secret promises, and had summoned the 
of hem Is in order that they might take the oath of allegiance. 

J le was soon to be undeceived, The \'iriers reproinSd the 
ul tic nils and soldiers for so hastily acknowledging a mere 
ndvexiturer, without awaiting the decision of the notables. 

*■ Ihe notables,’ declared I bn .1 ah war. “have abolished 
the monarchy, with the approval of the people. Take heed, 
soldiers, that ye stir not up civil strife; bear in mind the 
benefits that ye have received from us, and look for still 
greater ones if ye show yourselves well-disposed." Then 
turning to tile officers, he said, ** Arrest Omavyo : lead him 
forth from the palace, and then conduct him beyond the 
frontier of tint territory/ - 

The order was immediately executed. Onmvvn. In side 
Intiisclf with rage, vowed vengeance against the' perfidious 
' "ho, after deluding him with false hopes, drove him 
■nit like a criminal, and lie tried to enlist the sympathies of 
the officer*, hut since they were accustomed to obey the 
< oundl. his lavish promises were as useless as Ins threats 
and abuse. His ultimate fate is doubtful. For some time 
imtlung was heard of him. He then aimed at returning to 
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Cordova* and Dome sny that lie was in consequence secretly 
assassinated by order of the patricians. 

The luckless II is I mm escaped front UiewUem which 
he was immured to the town ot Lerida. then In the power 
of Suleiman ibn ll&d. A contemporary’ writer Id Is us that, 
either through forgetfulness or in disdain, the Senate lur 
•tiicti we may henceforth oil) the Council^ ot State—lied 
neglected to' mote him sign an net of abdication i neither 
bad Lhey made him declare, before witnesses, that lie was 
in ran able of reigning end tliat tke [>cop!e were absolved 
from their allegiance, as is usual w hen a prince is dethromd 
He wus ill fact unheeded and forgotten, and when he died five 
yean later {December, 103ti>. his death was scarcely referred 
to in Cordova : it was even of lcs>> interest to the rest ot 
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CHAPTER I 

THE KADV OF SKVIIJ.K 

Tj 1011 seV « raJ yens tile proving of Moslem, Spain endured 
JL jm mdepeudeuce wfiidi had been thrust upon them. 
Eieo-wherc the public mind was troubled ; the future was 
contemplated mth dismay and the past recall tit with regret 
I he foreign military commanders alone h»d profited by 
the disintegration of the empire. The Berber general 
shared t ie South; the Slavs were masters of the East: the 
r<rst oi the. land had Fallen into the hands either of upstarts 
or ot a Few noble Families who find by some chance survived 
the blows dea t the aristocracy by Abd-er-Ilahmtot III and 
Almanwir, I molly, the two chief cities. Cordova and 
* it ,Ut, I > . 11 republican form of govern men L 

1 he i hmnnLidites were only nominaliv the chiefs of the 
tier her part)-. U hile they claimed rights over all Arab 
-’ipniti, they actually possessed the city of Malaga and its 
territory, L he most powerful of their vassals were the 
pi i nets of t.ranadft—Zirwi, who made Ciannda the capital' 
arid his nephew and successor ilnhhfiv There we re, brides, 
fkrher princes at Carmonu, .Moron, and Ronda. The Aftn- 
sides who reigned at Itudajnx were of the same race ; but they 
posed as Arabs, and occupied a somewhat isolated position! 

Uf the Slavs, the most prominent were Klminln, prince 
?; Ahnerja ; Zuhair, who succeeded him in 102#; and 
.'lojefud, prince of the Balearic Ides and Dcnia, The last 
muiiL-d—the greatest pirate of his day—was as much re 
11owned for his raids on Sardinia :ind the coast of Jtah 
a* for his patronage of men of letters. Other Slavs we^i 
ror a tune rulers of Valendii, but in 1031, *Abd jd-*A*k, 
grandson uf Ahnany^r, 1 became its King, At Zaragoza, a 
111 p1 1 Jf A,-;.:, family. flic Hem IIFid. acciuircd (he mvcreietit* 
on tin- dciith of Mttndhir in IflBO. 

Lastly not to mention a number of petty States, the 
kingdom of Toledo still existed. One Va'ish reigned there 

jJ ^r^Sl tv'T’E ,tT, lU b . ut lh " *"» ^'nqr-uM wrorPlr 

T S I f * f .- ltM atabjiiriu imgtai*,! tu OruimU it, 10m 

Ahd *ui itf’AlHt^Mlilifli.iiE laiidiol 
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till 1030* when the Beni Dim Sim—*u W™* j^rbw 
family who had tested tn the Conquest of kpmn * H the 

riizhth century —seized the throne. 

®At Cordova, on the abolition of the Khalil > - 

principal inhabitants resolved to entrust the executive power 
to Mm Jahwar, whose ability was universally aekiiowledgwL 
He at first refused tire proitewd dignity, but yiehkd t< | J 
importunity of the Assembly on condition that hei s bouU 
be granted", «s colleagues. two niembenj ot the Stnrtv nho 
were hi, kinsmen—Millumined ibn Abbte 
■ Am ibn 1 laaan. Tin Assembly m acceding to Ins request 
stipulated that his coadjutors should be advisory onh - 

*The Fust Consul ruled the Republic with wisdomand 
justice- The CoTdornns no longer had to complain ot the 
brutality of the Berber*. for one of Ibn Jahwars lust acta 
was to dismiss tlrem; he retained only the Hein Ikoren. 
upon whom he could rely, and replaced the othcre by a 
National Guard. Ostensibly he maintained republican in* 
sti tut ions. When he was asked n boon, lie would reply 
«* It is iiotin mv power i the matter concerns the Senate, 

I am merely their agent,’ If an official letter was addressed 
In him personally. Ire would refuse- to take cognisance of it, 
siwiim that it should I mv* been addressed to the \ u-ren. 
Before coming to a decision he invariably consulted uie 
Seriate* He never untuned princely airs, and instead *> 
keeping state in the Kludiial palace, he continued to oci up> 
his own modest residence. And yet. in reality, his power 
was limitless, for the Senate never opposed his views, m 
was of scrupulous honesty, ami would not allow the pu 
treasure to lie kept under his roof, but entrusted it to.tiie 
keeping of the most honourable citizens, lie was uinit}, 
not to say uikeriv, and thus doubled his fortune and became 
the richest man in Cordova; hut his love of money ticxer 
tempted him to a breach of trust. I le never ceased, more¬ 
over. from his efforts to renew public prosperity. 11' 
sought to enter into friendly relations with all the neigh¬ 
bouring States, and with such success ibai before long 
commerce and manufactures enjoyed the security “'ey su 
greatlv needed. The price of commodities fell, and t ort**' 
welcomed a multitude of new inhabitants, who rcbm t so™* 
of the quarters demolished or burnt by the Berbers w i _ 
the citv was sacked. But nothing could restore the 
Capital of the Khalifatc to its political supremacy. 1 ' 
pre-eminence henceforth lay with Seville. iuid it is w 
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!ln- for times n[ that city Mint we shall now I*? chiefly nm- 
■run led. ^ 

J lie fortune* of .Seville find been-fef many years linked 
U|t ]l 1 ll(lv *>f ( ordov;*. I .ike the Capital, she had submitted 
successively h> < Imayyad and BEkmmfldite sovereign, but to 
1 lie revolt of 10i>8 at Cordova there was a counter*!poke at 
Seville. t he Cordovan insurgents expelled Kasim the 
Hiumnudite from their territories, and that prime sought 
refuse at Seville, which wan the residence of his two sons 
and was garrisoned by Berbers under Mohammed ibu Ziri, 
«>f the trilie of I form, Karim thereupon ordered theSevillam 
tej evacuate a thousand houses for the accommodation of his 
t roops. 'I’liis order caused much discontent, the more so 
since Kitsim's beggarly soldiers had the reputation of being 
^deiv.s, Cordova had shown the .Scvillaus the possi- 
i j i lity oJ throwing off the yoke, iirni Seville was tempted to 
follow the example of tlie Capital, Dread of the Berber 
garrison, however, restrained the citizens; but the Ksidy, 
Abu b Kasim Mohammed, one of tlie Ren? * A bbftd, succeeded 
in winning over the commander »f the garrison, lie assured 
him that he might easily became lord of Seville, and Ihn 
^iri thereupon promised his -lid. The Kady next concluded 
an alliance with the Herltei commandant of Carmona, and 
the Sevillam*, assisted hy the garrison, took up anus against 
the sons of Kasim and surrounded Liicir pidacc, Kasim 
arriving before the gates of Seville found them closed, lie 
tried to cajole the populace by promises, but without success, 
hi id since his sons were in great danger, he at last undertook 
to evacuate SeviUan territory provided that they and lib 
property were restored to him. The Sevillam* consented, 
and 011 Kasim’s withdrawal they seized the first opportunity 
of expelling the Uerlier garrison. 

Hie city having thus recovered its liberty, the patrieiiuu* 
set to work tn provide it with n government. They were, 
however, by no means at case with regard to the consequences 
of 1 he revolt : they dreaded 1 he reappearance of the angry 
llammt'idiLes, who would not fail to punish the ringleaders. 
None of them, therefore, would assume responsibility for 
wlmt had passed, and they unanimously laid it upon the 
shoulders of the Kady, whose wealth they envied- indeed 
they looked forward with secret pleasure to its mu fiscal, ion. 
They therefore offered the supreme authority to the luufy; 
but, whatever his ambition, he was too prudent to accept’it 
just then. He was not of illustrious origin. He was ini- 
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uienseh rich—& third part ot t he ilhiti territory 
—ami he was held in high esteem for his talents and his 
knowledge ; hut his family had not long ranked among the 
high nobility. and lie was well aware that unless he had 
soldiers at his call—ami he had none—the proud and ex¬ 
clusive aristocracy of Seville would soon assail him as a 
parvenu. Such indeed lie was* It is true that later,''hen 
the ’Afabftdid* were about to re-establish the throne of the 
Klntlifs for their own ends, they claimed descent from Lhr 
undent Lakhmite tings, who had reigned in I lira during 
“The Ignorance," and the hungry poets of their court never 
lust an opportunity of celebrating so illustrious an origin i 
hut there was nothing to justify this claim, which neither 
the ‘Abh&dids nor their parasites could substantiate, All 
that the family had in common with the kings of Him was 
it* connection with the Yemenite tribe of Lakhm; but the 
branch of tlmt tribe whence the • AbMdida sprang had never 
dwelt in Him: its home was at Arish, on the frontiers of 
Egypt, and Syria, in the district of Emwa, 1 and the ’A1»- 
badids. far from being able to link their genealogy to that oi 
the kings of Him, could not trace it farther back then Xbairn. 
father of Itiif. This ItAf landed in Spain with llalj, ** 
captain oi'u regiment front Emesa.and his men bavinghecii 
granted lands near Seville. lie himself settled in the village 
of Yaumin in the district oi' Tocina* on the bunks of the 
Guadalquivir. After seven upright, thrifty and industrious 
generations the family gradually emerged from its obscurity. 
Ibuia'it, father of our Kady, was the first to give it lame* and 
to write, as it were, the name of the Beni *AhbS.d or 1 Ah- 
hjulidv' in the “ Golden Book "of the Scviilan nobility* At 
once theologian, lawyer and soldier, he had commanded a 
regiment of the guard under Hisham II, and had keen 
successively Imam of the Great Masijuc flt Cordova and 
Kady of Seville, Renowned for his learning, his sagacity, 
his prudent counsels, ;uid the firmness of his character, lie 
was no less remarkable for his probity: for in the midst id 
general corruption, he had never acceptwl a gift from the 
Khali f or his ministers. JI is liberality was boundless, and 
the exiled Cordovans had e xp er ie nc ed hi* lavish hospitality. 
All these qualities earned him the title of the noblest man 
of the West He died in 1019, not long before the epoch or 
w hich wc are now treating. 
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Jsuin'iI s son. Ahn l-KAsim Molmuitiitif. was perhaps 
intellectually his fathers equal* morally, he was not, Self- 
seeking and ambitious, his first act bad been out- of in¬ 
gratitude. f pon his lathers death he had ho]K‘d to succeed 
him ilh Kady, but another candidate had been preferred. He 
accordingly appealed to ICiam ibn HammOd, and by that 
prince's intervention obtained the coveted post. We have 
already seen how he retjuited this kindness. 

‘Flic patricians of Seville, however, offered him the 
(ioTemorship; buL dinning their motives, be replied that 
Ite could not accept the office, honourable though it was. 
unless in conj unction with certain persons, whom he named, 
fts coadjutors. These persons, he added, would be his Viziers 
mid his colleagues, anil he would come to no decision without 
consul tattoo with them. The Sevilla ns were reluctantly 
obliged to accept these conditions, for the Kudy firmly re- 
fuseft to rule alone. He was then requested to nam e Lis 
colleagues. He nominated the heads of certain patrician 
families, such as Hununni and Ibn HnjjiVj, as welt as others 
who must he regarded as liis creatures, or at any rate his 
partisans, such as Mohammed ibn Varim, of the tribe of 
Alii im, and Abo Bakr i^obmdT, the famous scholar who 
Smd been tutor to Hi sham IF. The Kndy\ first care 
was Lo procure troop, The high pa)- which lie promised 
attracted to his standard many soldiers—Arabs, Hertars, and 
others—and lie also bought a number of slaves who were 
instructed in the use of arms. An expedition which lie 
made in the North—probably in conjunction with other 
princes—enabled him to increase this nucleus of an army. 
Ijptm this occasion he besieged two castles to the north of 
Tiseu. which stood facing one another on rocks divided by 
a ravine, and were known as the Two Brothers, 1 whence is 
derived the present name of Alafoens. They belonged to 
Snanhh Christians, whose ancestors had made'u treaty with 
Mim ibn Nosayr when that general conquered Viseu. but 
who, at the time we ore now speaking of, seem to Have been 
subject neither to the King of l.eon nor to a Moslem prince. 
The Kady seized these two castles and compelled three 
hundred of their defenders to enter hLs service." lie now 
Jmd five hundred horsemen at his disposal 

‘ At. * Of u.'.ol.lti* Il<« .If truUnml ;4 V." n.;r>ff / ,:t 
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His force w ns therefore suflident to naX tt tulds on hm 
nfijghlxmfs* territories. though not yet luge enough to 
defend Seville agiiiu»t n serious attack as he discovered in 
li>2T. In that year the Uammuditc Khalif \ 4hy» mn 'All 
ntu) the Her her lord of Carmona. Mohammed ibn ‘Abdallah, 
laid siege to Seville. Too weak lu make a long resistance, 
the Sevilium opened negotiations with VahyfL They di>* 
chired their willingness to acknowledge his sovereignty— 
provided the Berber did not cuter the city, 'i ahy» «>»* 
sented. hut required as hostages some young pHlneiam t» 
answer with their lives for the good faith of the SevilUm. 
This demand spread consternation tliruugbout the city'; no 
noble would hand over his son to the iierbers. to be slain mi 
the merest suspicion. The Kady alone did not hesitate; lie 
offered his sou ‘Abbad to Yuliya, and the Khalif, knowing 
the great influence enjoyed by the Kiuiy. was content with 

a single hostage. .... , 

Tliis net of devotedness added to the Kady s popularity, 
and having nothing more to fear from the nobles or the 
Khalif—whose sovereignty lie had formally recognised— 
he thought that the time had come for Him to reign alone. 
Having already dismissed from the Council patricians such 
as Ibn Hajjnj iind HauzJUii, lie had now but two colleague*. 
Xohaidi and Ibn Yurim. He tluimisstid tlieni both* 

Xolciidi into exile. As his Prime Minister he chose a 
plebeian, one Habib, from the suburbs of Seville—an un¬ 
principled man, but a ctive , intelligent, and wholly devoted 
to his masters interests. 

The Kady determined to extend his territories by annex¬ 
ing Ikja, This town, which had suffered much in the ninth 
century at the hands of Arabs and Kenegades, had lately 
Inti) sacked and partly destroyed by the Berbers, who, 
pillaging and burning, had overrun the district- The lvady 
designed to rebuild it, but the prince of Hudajoz. ‘Abdallah 
ibn Aftas, hearing of this, sent troops thither, under Ins 
son Mohammed—who succeeded him under the name of 
Muzaffnr —and they were already in possession of Beja when 
IsnuVil. sou of the Kady. appeared Ijcfore the gates, with the 
army of Seville and that of the lord of Carmona. his hither * 
oily. He commenced a siege, and sent his cavalry to 
plunder the villages between Kvora and Lhe sea. In spite 
of the reinforcements which he had received from l’ 111 

• Z.iliuiiti ftrtt wintt Ci HairWflfl amt ilj«i c> Aimima. wHetn lw l*efnnw 
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Taifnr, lord of Mertoln. Muh:mmn?d the Aftnsid was dc 
feated : fitter losing the dower of Ms army. lie fdl into t he 
enemies hand* and wa* sent to Carmona/ 

Emboldened by thdr successes,, the Kady and Jits ally 
made rank, not only into tin- territory of Budajoa. hut also 
mi <3 i. hat of Cordova, corn [jelling the government of the 
lattci city to enlist the services of Bcrlicrs from Si dona. 
,\Uer some time. 1 sow ever, an irmislice was arranged, and 
jJjfimaiinetl the Aftnsid was Hi stinted hy the Kndy’s consent 
i iarcJi, KtSO). In atnumneing’ his release, the lord of 
Carmona advised him to visit Seville and thank the Kudv ; 
hut Mohammed had such deep aversion for the latter that. 
he replied : 11 1 would rather remain your prisoner than 
acknowledge an obligation to that mini IF 1 am not in¬ 
debted to you done for my liberation, but hi list iho thank 
the Kady of Seville, 1 will remain where I nin." The Inn! 
<>f f'armona respected his sentiments, and had Mm escorted 
to Hndnjoz with the honours due to his rank. 

J our years later, in j iia*. *A 1 ddldi t he Aftasid revenged 
Jus reverses tu a way that did him but little credit. He 
granted permission to the Kndy to pass through Jits terri¬ 
tories willi :t force intended for a raid in the kingdom of 
Leon, but when IsndHJ had entered a defile not far from 
the frontier of Leon, he was attacked unexpectedly by 
Abdallahs troops. Many Sevitlnn soldiers were slain, and 
others were cut down in flight by the l .eon esc horsemen. 
I.sfii'i'il himself osca[>ed with a handful of troops; hut while 
making their way to Lisbon, the north-western outpost of 
his father s dominions, t.hev hud to endure terrible nriva¬ 
rious. 

Henceforth the Kady was the mortal foe of the prince 
of Hndajoz; we know nothing, however, of the details of 
their conflict, nnd the war was certainly less important in its 
results for Moslem Spnb than was another event imw to be 
related. 

The Kady, as we have veen, had recognised tin* mhv 
rcignty of the Uommhdite Kiudjf. Yahyi ibri 'AH. For 
sometime this recognition had lieen ineffectual; the Kady 
reigned uiicontrallied at Stn ilkv since YahyA was too went, 
to exercise Ins rights, liv degrees this state of affairs 
changed. Yahyfl rallied to his cause nearly all the Berber 
chiefs: lie consequently became the actual* and not merely 
the nominal, lender of the whole African party, and haring 
established his head-quarters nt Carmona—whence he had 
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driven out Siafiminwl ib» -AW.aui.-te C» 

^ftvii mill Seville atnultsueottuy- . , , 

Thu imminence of the danger > lls P ,r ^ tU V 
nti idea which would have been nobfe and patriotic if it bad 
not been largely dictated by personal ambition- l ° P p *'**■ 

ihe now uidied* Berbers from reconquering their tost Icrri- 
torits, si coalition or Arabs mid Slavs under one 
imperative; this was the only means of aavutt the country 
SX a return of calamity. The Kudy ncrordmgly termed 
a irreiit league, embracing all enemies of the African* and 
of'this league lie intended to be chief He was not blind 
t the obstacles in bis path; be knew tleLt U’e suspicion 
of the Slav iii inces the Arab nobles, and the Scimtore >-r 
Cordova. would Ik aroused and their vnde 
tried to set himself at their head; but he would not be ms- 
courage*!; and— powerfully aided by circumstances, as "ill 
be seen—lie lu some extent earned out lit* project- 

H |,«i been almuly related thot the todtte. WJu 
Ilishitm II escaped from his palace during the ragn <-■ 
Suluimun, and in aU probability died in Asia, unb«d«d 
and unknown. The populate, howevcr^ameedhcy *till g*t 
a strong attachment for the Onmyjad dynasty, h wUi »d 
given them glory and prosperity, refused to acknowledgc the 
monarch-sdlaUi.and drank in every wild rumour *; 

girding him. Circumstantial accounts of Ins mode of 1 ite m 
Asia were not lacking. At first' so ran oqe stnr y-^Hi&M 
went to Mecca, taking with him a wallet full of mom,> • > 
icwek tic was robbed by the Emir’s negro guards, ana 
Imd been for tsvo days without food, when a potter, ^nebt 
with compassion, asked him if he could knead clay, 
replied, at random, tbit be could. ** Then, ‘ said the potter, 
- iT you will enter mv service you slmll have a dirhem ana 
B loaf daily." " With all my heart I" exclaimed Hisham. 
*■ but first give me the bread, for I have fasted for two days- 
For some time Hie Klmlsf. though an indolent workman* 
earned his living as a potter, Imt eventually, sick ot u-‘ 
drudgerr* he joined si caravan bound for Palestine; r 
reached'Jerusalem destitute. One day ns be was wander 
mg in the streets be halted opposite the shop of " , m 
maker, who was at work. M VVby dost thou regan _ 
so earnestly!" asked the mat-maker; “dost thou ttn 
the trade?’ 
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** Alas, no I" muttered Ilishiim, turning • 
" Vet stay/" said the workman; 


the trade ? 

41 for 1 am starr ing.” - 7< 

cun fetch me rustics, and I will pay you 


for your service*. 
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HLshnni gratefully Uie offer. amU after a while 

Iwcnnw! skilled m inuking mats. Sen nil years < Li-td. arid 
in HUJ 3 HishAin returned to Spain- He appeared first m 

■ lllCfi fit Ajllltfna-—M e 1 —M114 E ‘ujkJH fl ftPTWflf tll 

expelle d by Prince Zuhmr from lib dominions, he settled 
at Cajatrava. 

riib stOry, lhough eagerly adopted hy" the credulous. 
«*■*!“* whti]1 y tnidcserving ol’ credit. The fact is that when 
Y aliya menaced Senile and Cordova, there was a him- 
maker in tnlntruva* nomed klinhif, who bore a striking re- 
semblance to H blirtm ; hut there is no evidence that he 
whs the ex-Khnlif, while the historians [bn ilayy&n and llm 
Himni. although—as Omnyynd clients—it would have been 
to their interest to recognise the pretended Hbhiun, cncrgcti- 
™Uy denounce what they term a rank iitijHjsture. Klialaf, 
however- was ambitious. Having often heard of his re¬ 
semblance to Hishiim, he announced that he was, in fact, 
that monarch- lie was not u native of t'alatrava. ami lib 
fclluw-eitkens believed him. They went further: they 
acknowledged him as their sovereign, and rose in revolt 
against t heir lord, Km.Vil ibn Dhu ‘n-N i'ui. prince of Toledo. 
The prince thereupon laid siege to the town. The de 
tenders soon yielded, and after expelling the pretended 
llislbun, returned to their former allegiance. 

Klialafs part, however, was not yet played ouL: it was, 
indeed, only just begun. The Kady of Seville speedily 
realized the use he might make of tins supposed reappear¬ 
ance or Hislmui n. It was nothing to him whether the 
mini were Hishiun or not; so long as the resemblance was 
close enough to warrant the recognition of Khaluf av the 
ex-monarch on reasonable grounds, a league against the 
Her hers could lie organized in hb imme, of which league 
the Kady, as the Klmiifs Prime Minister, would, of course* 
he tile moving spirit. The Kady according!) imiUrd 
Khal af to Seville, promising hb support as soon as In-, 
identity was confirmed. The mat-maker needed no press¬ 
ing; and on reaching Seville the Kady showed hitn to the 
women of Ilishuin's seraglio. Knowing what wn> required 
°f them, they almost tin an imoitsly declared the man to be 
really the ex-Khalif. The Kady- relying on their testi¬ 
mony—thereupon informed the Senate of Confova, as well 
as the Arab and Slav lords, that HishAm 11 was under his 
roof, and urged them to take up arms on that monarch's 
behalf, Tins step was entirely successful. Hhhlffl’s 
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sovereignty »« idnoffMpd by Molmmnicd ilin ALLllah 
-the dethroned prince nr C anno mi, tlien at Seville: by 
•Abd eh* Am, prince of Valencia; by Mojebid. prmcc of 
Dcnia and the Balearic Island by the lord of or osa. 
At Cordova the populace Smiled the reappearance ©1 llisliain 
with enthusiasm. The President of the Republic A u 
l-IIazm ibu J ah war—who was less credulous ami moreover 
jealous of his own authority, was not himself duped, lie 
believed, however, that he could not resist the people s will, 
he saw the need of uniting Arabs and Slavs under one 
leader, and lie feared ail attack on Cordova by the Berbers. 
M< therefore allowed his fellow-citizens to renew their oath 
of allegiance to SiaMm 11 (November, 1035)* 

Vahyii, while tin Amh> and Slavs were thus arming 
against him, liesieged Seville and ravaged its territory, 
determined to wreak hitter vengeance on the crafty wady. 
But he was surrounded Viy traitors. I he Berbers ol 
Carmona, compelled to serve under Yuliya s banner, were 
loyal at heart to their former lord, with whom they kept up 
relations, and in October, 1055, some of them secretly 
visited Seville. There they told the Lady and Mohammed 
ilm ‘Abdallah that Taliya could be easily taken by surprise, 
set'ing that he was seldom sober- The K*dy ana ms &**y 

profited by the hint. Uma'U, the lady's son. set out at 
the head of the Sevillau army, with Mohammed, At 
nightfall they placed the main Iwdy of the troops in 
ambush, and sent a squadron towards Carmona in Hit hope 
of luring YahyA outside the walls, , 

Yshya was carousing when tie heard of the Sevillaiis 
approach:. Leaping from his sofa, lie cried : “ tt hat 
fortune! Ibn * AbMd comes to visit me! Ann yourselves- 
To horse 1“ lie was obeyed, and soon emerged from the 
city with three hundred horsemen. Heated with wine, he 
thing himself upon the enemy, without marshalling 1»» 
men. amidst darkm-ss which rendered objects almost inf '’T 
tinguislmble. Though somewhat disconcerted by Mm 
impetuous attack, the Sevtllans made a vigorous resist¬ 
ance, olid when compelled to tall hat h withdrew tow arch 
Istna'ils ambuscade. Yahyil was lost, Ismill charged Ins 
opponents, at the head of the Christians of Alafocns, and 
routed them, Ytthyft was killed, and most of hi» soldiers 
would have shared his fate, if Mohammed ibn •Awalta® 
had not entreated isminl to spare them, *■ Nearly all o 
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lie urged, " nrc Herbert of Carmona, compelled to 
serve, unwillingly, u hated usurper* I jidded to tiis 
ivfjuest, and the pursuit was stayed Mohammed immedi¬ 
ately^ galloped to Carmona to regain iiosscssioii of his 
principality, \ ahyns negroes, who held the gateways 
Irifd to keep him out; but Mohammed, aided hy the 
citiKens, broke in through a breach. Entering Yahyji's 
puJiiee, he divided the inmates of the harem amongst his 
sons, and seiaed ail tile prince's treasures <Novemlwr. 
1085 j* 1 

I lie news of Yuliya Y death caused unshakable joy at 
.Seville and Cannotm. The K:idv, on hearing it, fell on his 
knees, with all (hose who stood hy. and rendered thanks to 
heaven. Fear of the Hiiinmiiditcs was for the moment at 
an end. Idris, ^ ahyfl's brother, was indeed proclaimed 
KJudif ut Malaga; but he needed time to win over the 
Hnhcr chiefs, by promises and concessions, and lie was tm- 
ahle even to reduce Algerine, where his cousin Mohammed 
had been proclaimed Khali f by the negroes. Believing, 
therefore, that circumstances were favourable. the Kndy 
wished to install himself, with Ihe pretended llishain. in 
the Khalifa! palace at Cordova. Hut I bn dull war was not 
inclined to resign the Consulship, He convinced the 
citraens that the alleged Klmlif was an impostor; the name 
of LIIshAin 11 was omitted from the public prayers, and 
when Lite Kody arrived before the city gates he found them 
shut. Not 1 laving a force adequate for the reduction of so 
strong a place he retired. He next resolved to tom his 
arms against the only Shiv prince who had refused to 
acknowledge Hisham IE—Zulmir of Almcria. Since the 
Khalif Kasim, wishing to conciliate the Vmirids, had given 
him many fids, Kuhuir had usually made common cause 
with the Huimni'iiiites. run! when Idris was proclaimed 
Khalif, he immediately recognised him, 

Menaced hy the Kady,, Znhnir allied himself with 
H stilus of ti ran ad a. and when the Sevilhm army took the 
field he marched against it with the combined forces and 
repulsed the enemy. 

The Kady had clearly overrated his strength, and lie 
now feared lest, the armies of A liner in and Hnuiada mighl 

Sfutie ${r* tin *Utr *\* ^h. to jhMnul u( 4 m. 4*7* Hut ihju 
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lake the offensive and invade the territory *>f Seville. But 
Fortune, its usual sinilin^ Ujxin him, decreed that one «i 
these adversaries should rid him of the other. 

r,v iHfflumu ll*« Bihamii.1, ft *\"Z. ISJ). !>>' ! *AW «l WiliJd. PII..1T- 
atM, 4:%, ^f-.V J| /-: *■> I► 
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SAMUEL HA-LEVI AW IIIN *ABlUs 

T V\ <> remarkable men, who hated one another with a 
deadly hatred, were at this time ruling over Alrueria 
jwi Ct rnimda respectively. These were the Arab I bo 
'A buds and the Jew SwiuueL 

Rabbi Samuel Ha-Levi 1 was a native of (onlova 
wherv he studied the Talmud under Rnhlii linnokh. the 
spin Li ml chief of r lir- Jewish community. He nUo applied 
himself, with min'li success, to Arabic literature mid almost 
nil ttic sciences cultivated in those days. For a long time 
be was withal a dealer in spices, first at Cordova, and after- 
uards at Malaga, wJitLjier he migrated on the capture of 
the Capital by Su human's Berbers, From ibis humble 
condition a happy chance extricated him. 

Samuel’s shop was si tun ted near a castle belong! il* to 
Abu I -Karim inn id- Arif, \utidr of I lab bib, lung* of 
Groriada. The inmates of the castle often had occasion 
to write to their master, and being illiterate, employed the 
Jew as their secretary. The resulting letters excited the 
Vizier's admiration, for they were composed in * polished 
style, and were artistically bedecked with the fairest flowers 
of Arab rhetoric. On visiting Malaga, Ibn ai-Artf wits 
therefore desirous to become acquainted with the writer, 
and sent for the .Tew. “A shop is no place for you,' said 
tbe Vizier : ■< You are fitted to ornament a court: if you 
will, you shall lx- my secretary." Samuel accordingly 
accompanied the Vizier to Granada, and Ibn ul-Arifs 
esteem for him was much increased when, in conversation 
on political subjects, the lew displayed a rare knowledge 
of men and mutters, and a marvellous keenness of insight, 

“ When Samuel gave counsel," wrote it Jewish historian. 

" the voice of God was heard. This was fortunate for 
i he V trier, who always followed his advice. Upon his 
deathbed, ibn nl-Arif said to the King, who stood beside 

t ei Hlh AnLer nitb* mi- [wil jbit V^kiUU *W | hi- 

j ns I ‘Arm* ifHm JdJLfrfj, ^ M «. 
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him pondering \um to replace the impending loss of Ins 
iaithlul Minister. "Of late. She, I have not advised you 
of mv own initiative but <hroutfli the inspiration of my 
secretary. Samuel the Jew. Pny heed to bun. and may lie 
tie to you a lather and a minister: follow all his Advice, 
and God will lie your helper,' King Halibfts accordingly 
welcomed Samuel to his palace, and the Jew became Ins 
secretary and counsellor. 1 

In no other Moslem State, probably, did n Jew ever 
govern directly and openly as Vizier and Chancellor. It i> 
true that Jews often held important positions under 
Moslem sovereigns, who were especially ghid to entrust 
them with financial administration: but Musidiunn tote ra¬ 
tion did not often brook the appointment of a Jew as 
Prime Minister, At Granada alone, indeed, was such a 
tiling possible. Israelites were SO numerous there that it 
was known as *< The City of the Jews,” and since they were 
wealthy and influential, they often took an active part in 
politics. In Granada they bad found, if not the Promised 
Land, at least manna in the desert, and the rock of Horen 
There was, moreover, another reason for Samuels promo¬ 
tion. [1 was by no means easy for a king of Granada to 
select a htljib, since neither an Arab nor a llerber could be 
suitably entrusted with that important post. In those dap 
a Minister must lie a scholar, able to compose letters lit lor 
the eyes of foreign princes, and written with studied elegance 
in rhvmcd prose, The King of Grenada Attached peculiar 
importance to such talents. As a parvenu apes the airs 
of men of breeding, so the King, being n semi-burl >armn. 
took infinite pains to conceal the fact. He prided mnwell 
upon his scholarship, and even claimed for the Siiihejn. 
whom be belonged, an Arab rather than a Her bci origin 
It was therefore necessary for him to appoint a hq/iti inferior 
in no respect to any of hi* neighbours’ ministers. Hut 
where was such au one to lie found ? I be Berbers cott» 
fight, they could sock and burn cities, but tliev could not 
write correctly a single line in the language of the Koran. 
As for the Arabs, wire in submit! mg to the regal y°~® 
trembled with rage and shame—not one of them could be 
relied on. To deceive and betray their master would be 
with them a point of honour. In these circumstances* tj 
Jew such as Samuel—who. by tlie testimony of learned 
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"inf, though zealous iV ir hi* own fiuth, did not scruple when 

XSi^ osiems to v&*' Mr 

phritotoJogy — ws-vfi veotahfc treasure. TJ>o kings, ire 
iv^ mdccd, approved by the Arabs themselves. IvoLwith- 
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i>tit admit Samuels commanding genius. His erudition 

'T*£. ! ' Ct ’ 4 th Hidcai,d d “P- Hc was J ‘ mathematician, 
«Jogiemn, and irn astronomer/ besides being familiar with 

JilitTdiH lglt 'n tSj 1 i° ***?* *****“» >ie showed great 

St te «w».whoni he loaded with favours did not 

M i™ 1 pa FP n P' aiuI l!lc **** Monfrtil even addressed 
Ui him the following verses—quoted by Moslem write , 
with pious horror: 

■; ,r v M,> |,r r u f . .-■ -■ ^ <■*«. 

n for -vbou^Sa,.,, IIIhtxlI ,m , *,„l wWwj^TXKSISJ 
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The Arabs were nevertheless unable to appraise at their 
true value the services rendered by Samuel U> Hebrew 
literature. Ihese were far from inconsiderable, lie pub- 
L “ ied * Jfl Hebrew, an introduction tu the Talmud, and 
twenty-two Works on Granimw. of which the most elaborate 
ami remarkable was the Rook of Bintes. preferred by H 
competent judge—a Jew who flourished m Ujc twelfth 
century—above all other graranuUical treatises. He was 
:tk<> a poet, and wrote paraphrases uf the Psalms, Proverbs 
and Ecclesiastes. Teeming as they were with aHusions, 
Arab proverbs, sentences borrowed from Ur- philosophers 
unci singular expresuotis from sacred poets. these poems 
were very abstruse—even Lbc most learned Jews could only 
gather their mooting with the aid of a commentary * but 
since subtleties and pedantries were then as common in 
'■ literature as in the Arabic mi which it was modelled 
such oliseurity was accounted a merit rather than » 

Samuel watched with pateran! solicitude over the young 
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Jewish students, and if they were [>oor he provided gener¬ 
ously for their needs. He employed scribes to copy the 
Misfma and the Talmud, and presented thesetranscript* to 
scholars \rtio were too pfWf to buy thein. . His benevolence 
was not confined to his lirethrcii of Spain, In AfrifJi. in 
Sicily, at Jerusalem * at Baghdad—indeed, every where— the 
Jews could reckon on his bounty, 1 and Ida brethren of the 
principality of Granada, as n token o! their esteem anrl 
L*ratitude, conferred on Hn-l.evi, in tlt-7, the title of 
W or Prince in Israel. As a statesman, he employed 
his keen and penetrating intellect with firmness and con¬ 
summate prudence. T dually he spoke tittle and pondered 
much—a precious qitflUty m a diplomatist. He could turn 
passing events to advantage with wonderful skill; he read 
the characters and passions of men, awl knew how to sway 
them through their vice*. Further, he was a polished man 
of the world. In the splendid halls of the Alhambra he 
was so completely at his ease that it might hove been 
supposed that he lmd been nurtured in luxury. No one 
conversed with such propriety and tact, or could flatler 
more delicately : no one on occasion was more cordial and 
affable, no one more captivating by his eloquence or per* 
suasive by Ids arguments. And with all this, he l a rked one 
characteristic common in those whom a sudden turn of 
Fortune's wheel has raised to wealth and. dignity- — he had 
none of an upstart's arrogance, nor of the fatuous pride of 
the wealthy parvenu. Kindly and urbane in his demeanour, 
he displayed that innate dignity which is wholly free froin 
self-assertion. Far from being ashamed of Ids former lowly 
condition, he boasted of it, and by his candour .silenced even 
his detractors.* 

The Vizier of Zuhair of Alifids, I bn 4 Abbtis, was a no 
less remarkable man. tl was said that, he was unrivalled in 
four respects—name!)- in epistolary skill, wealth, avarice, 
anti vanity. His riches were indeed almost fabulous. His 
fortune was estimated nt five hundred thousand ducats. 1 
His palace was furnished with princely magnificence and 
crowded with servants ; in it were five hundred singing* 
girls of rare beauty; and — still more to be admired'— an 
immense library, which contained four hundred thousand 
volumes, without counting innumerable pamphlets. Nothing 
seemed wanting to the happiness of this favourite of fortune* 

Jifimir *jHu£ p |t p tip, rtL* p(s. W-T- 
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lie was handsome and still young, for he «as scarcely 
thirty yean ok ; lie eume of a noble family, sprung f rot n 
[fie ancient stock of the Defenders of the Propbrt; he swam 
f !1 6»W, imid moreover, shuc he was well educated, prompt 
! ri iinJ com-ct '[” f J elegant in his diotiou, he enjoyed 

ugh litenuy repute, l nfortunately, he was victim to" an 
iiiratuatmn -hi? presumption knew no bounds, and made 
um innumerable enemies. The Cordovans specially de< 
tested hint, for when he had once visited their city with 
-uniur he had treated with the utmost disdain men eminent 
for their birth or talents, and on departing had declared: 
| L 1 J™ “J lint empty purses and empty 

heads, ■ His arrogance, in tact, almost amounted to in'. 
sHni v, ere nil men my slaves,” he declared in his 
verses, "my soul would not be content, tt would fain 
mount above the sturs. and then would long to ascend veL 
ia g ri tT 1 lie hmi hIso composed this verse, which he was 
jx-rjHrttjjiIh- quoting* especially when playing chess: 

- M hfortmu i vrr s?n t iulli ^wmillv «lw« J |U m t, V ; lie h forMtUcit to 

■■ iiFi-. ^tltl cirir 1 " 


I his insolent defiance oj fute excited uoiv^nl indignii- 
tcc f 1 ^ Almeiia, anti ti dwiii# poet voiced puldfc opinion by 
substituting Tor the second half of the distich words which 
proved prophetic; 


■ Hut UoUiiy, wJiti E, deeptc#, wt 11 one tty oj«ic itutl «vt«fe» IiEiul" 

, A * mi Arab of pure- blood, Ibn ‘Abbas bated the Berbers 
:md despised the Jews. Perhaps lie did not Actually wish 
ras master to join the Arab-Slav league, for in that case 
Juhair would be thrown into the shade by its head, the 
\mlv ol Scv illi ; but In niiii still more unwilling to see 
him allied to » Berber, whose Minister was a Jew whom he 
dcLcst^l. and who red predated bis hatred. In concert with 
Ibn Bakamta, Vtrier of ihc Ifanimudites of Malaga, Ibn 
•AbbAs had tried at first to overthrow Samuel, and with 
fid*' object he hud fruitlessly calumniated him. He then 
endeavoured to bring about dissension bet ween Zulmir mid 
i it King of ftntnada, by inducing the former to lend aid 
fo Mohammed of Cnmiona, an enemy of Habbtis, and in 
tins lie hud succeeded. 

In June. 1088, J tab bus died, leaving two sons—the elder 

1 -Vf. Amt 11 liulK" 
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Hiklis, and the younger. Uologguin. The Berbers anil some 
.)f Lilt: .lews wished to ion for the throne On flit- latter. hut 
tht* oilier .lews, including Samuel, inclined to Radis. ns did 
the Arabs. Civil war would have broken out. bad not 
llologguhi spontaneously renounced Jus candidature, aiul 
nfli-r lie bad taken the oath to his brother, bis partisans had 
n« choice but to follow Uis example.' 

The new prince did all he could to renew the alliance 
With the lord of Almeria, and the hitter declared that all 
could be arranged nt mi interview. Accompanied by u 
numerous and brilliant escort, Zuhmr set out, and arrived 
unexpectedly liefore the gates of Granada without having 
asked permission to cross the frontier. Bttdis was greatly 
irritated by this unconventional conduct; but he received 
Lhe prince of Almeria with due honour, entertained his 
retinue sumptuously, mid conferred many gifts upon them. 

The negotiations. however, came to nothing: neither 
the prim es nor their ministers 1 could come to an agreement. 
Zuhmr. moreover, who was under the influence of Ihu 
1 Abbas, assumed an offensive tom: of superiority towards 
Hadis. The King of Granada was meditating the punish¬ 
ment of tin prints of Almeria for his insolence, when one 
of his officers—also named Bologguin*—undertook to make 
one lust attempt at reconciliation. Ik therefore visited Ihn 
■Ahim hv night and said: “Fear the wrath of God. It 
is thou who standest in the way of a reconciliation, for thy 
master Is swayed by ihee. Wrten we acted in concert we 
were successful in every enterprise, and were envied by all. 
Renew then our allianee ! The only obstacle is the support 
thou rend crest to Mohammed of Carmona. Abandon lhal 
prince to liis Ikto. as our Emir stipulates, and all will lie 
well." Ihn 'Abbas made a rcpl v which was aL once patronis¬ 
ing and disdainful, and wltCC lhe Berber tried to touch bis 
heart by embracing him and shedding fears, he added: 
"Sparc yourself these emotions and swoHng worfs, for they 
do iiut affect me. hat [ told you y< sterduy ! tell you 
to-day- — that if you and yours do hot accede to our widics, 
I will sec that Von repent it," Bologguin. exasperated by 
these words, exclaimed: " k that the answer 1 am to take 
to the Council f " “Assuredly!" replied Ihn kVbb&s, 
“ and if you prefer to attribute to me phrases still more 
forcible, yon are welcome to do so i" 

1 QvtoiUi SfrTt U\, &%%, |ij-* 1 hut! nftiSnwl fis* |^*L 


f. * 





I\ l> 




zrnAHt hahnkd 


613 


Shedding tears of rage, Hologguin nresmcd himself 
Council. Then, after reporting 

\ I /If 1 I* lldi r-p-Llli-l Ik] X 
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i:onversBtion with the Vizier, he cried: •« Kinhejites It lint 
man b (mrogauec « unendurable I Arise, and crush him to 
the earth, or your homes will no longer hr your own f 
the councillors of Granada shared his anger. h«l none w«s 
more indignant than Bologguin, brother os Budis: lie urged 
the latter to hike instant steps to punish the Almerians, and 
this Uadis promised to do. 

in returning to his territories, Zuhair would have to 
traverse several defiles and to cross a bridge whence a neigh, 
during village derived its name of AWnte. Uadis ordered 
Lius bridge to lie cut, mid the defiles to be occupied by 
troops, Nevertheless;, since he felt loss anger than bis 
brother against Zuluur, mid did not yet wholly despair of 
winning back his father's friend to kindlier seiitimenis. lie 
resolved to warn him secretly of his peril. For this purpose 
I employed as intermediary 11 Berber officer serving m the 
Aliueriiiii army. This officer visited Zuhair during tlu; night, 
an<i said: “Believe me, my lord, when I warn you that 
you would to-morrow find difficulties in your 'path J 
Iidvise you, therefore, to set out instantly: you will thus, 
perhaps, k- able to traverse the defiles before the troops 
from Granada have had time to occupy them, and if tliey 

; m the 
advice 



■as 


- — “ —, ... milium. wntJ wa 

present. cried: i( Fear makes him speak thus l iw '* Whut I 
retorted the officer, “shyest thou that of me ? I. who have 
Uken part in twenty battles. whilst thou hast never seen a 
light f J hou wilt find that tile event will prove me right! " 
And he flung out of the room in a rage. 

J hr enemies of I bn ‘Abbas—-who. as we have seen, 
were numerous—have asserted that he rejected the Berbers 
advice, not because he thought It bad, but kenuv he 
desired Zuhair s death, Ihn ‘Abbas, tiicv say, aimed at the 
sovereignty of AI menu; ho therefore hoped that Zuhair 
would be slain bv the men of Granada. trusting rhat he 
himself might find vdety in Might, and on reaching Almeria 
be proclaimed prince. There was (K*rfmps some truth in 
tills, for we shall sec Inter on that Ihn ‘Abbas boasted to 
Bddis of having led Zuhair into u trap; but, he this as 
it mas, Zuhair Found himself surrounded next morning 
t August ;i, J 0?}8) by the Granadan army. 
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lliir soldiers wen* dismayed, but he I timscll did not lose 
hi* presence of mind, Bc therefore drew up in buttle airny 
bis negro infantry, to the number of live bundled, and In* 
Andalusians ; lie then ordered his lieutenant, IIudh oil * tt» 

chuuFe the enemy at the bend ol the Sluv eiivalry. Imlh®il 
obeyed, but the com but hud scarcely commenced before be 
was dismounted — either by a spear-thrust,or in consequence 
of ills lior&e stumbling'—whereupon the cavalry lied in great 
confusion. At the same moment Zulintr was betrayed by 
bis negroes, in whom lie Imd put perfect coflliiit ni'i*. il.i \ 
went over to the cm my alter seizing the armoury. Only 
Ur* Andalusians remained, and since Llicy— unsoldierlikc. a- 
usual—bad no thought but for High t. ZuUair,seeing the day 
wits lost, joind them* Since the bridge at Alptsente had 
bee n destroyed, and Hie defiles were occupied by the enemy » 
the fugitives were obliged to seek refuge in the mountains* 
Most of them were cut down by the Granadans, who gave 
no quarter others were dashed to pieces at the foot of 
savage precipices, and among the latter was Zuliair. ^ 

All the civil functionaries were made prisoners, Hadis 
having ordered their lives to be spared. Among them »> 
fbu ‘Abbas. He believed he hud nothing to fear, aiul the 
fate of Ids books alone caused him anxiety. " My God ■ 
he erfed; “what will become of my baggageT*and turning 
to the soldiers who were conducting him to Hadis, he added: 
M Hid your master take great cure of my baggage, lest it 
suffer any damage, for it contains hooks of inestimable 
value.” On coming into Uadis’ presence, he said with a 
smile: "Confess that l have served thee well, since 1 have 
delivered those dogs into thy hands! and lie pointed to 
t he prisoners, 11 Do me, therefore, u fas our in thy turn, 
he added, “and give orders that my laniks are to be re* 
snected. for tliey arc nearest to my heart *' As be spoke, 
the Aimer inn prisoners darted furious glances at him. and 
one of them, a captain, 1 exclaimed to Hadis: “My lord, 1 
entreat, you, by Him who gave you the victory, not to let 
tlint wretch escape who betrayed" our master ! Ho idone is 
responsible for wital lias happened, and could l hut witnfc*'* 
Ills pun is I intent, joyfully would 1 lose my head the moment 
after 1" At 11tear words Bndis smiled good-naturedly, and 
ordered the captain lo In* released, No other soldier s lifts 
was, however, spared; nil the rest paid tlie penalty of death. 


IIph liy uiiijle 
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I bn A bbHH, on the otbeif band, was the* indy civilian who 
was not set at liberty. The haughty Vizier wax nt ] ft ,i tme 
to face with licit J/«/w/ (W wlioin lie had defied in his 
m'iHiie pride, ami L- saw accomplished tile Almerian poet’s 
predict toil. lie was contim :<f in 11 dungeon in the Alhambra, 
loaded with fetters weighing forty pounds. He knew that 
Hadis was greatly incensed with him, and that Samuel 
sought Jus deal! 1 , \ et a spark of hope remained in his 

breast 1 Uadis, to whom lie had offered thirty thousand 
ducats as the price of his deliverance, had replied tliat lie 
would think the matter over, and nearly two mouths had 
elapsed without a decision being arrived at. Conflicting 
uilhuneeji, in fact, had been agitating the Court of Granada : 
on the one hand the Cordovan ambassador naked for tlie 
liberation of ail the prisoners, especially Ibn ‘Alibis: while 
Atm J-Ahwuz .Man ibn Smnadih, ambassador and brother- 
in-hiiv of the ‘Amiriij -A bd al-Aafet of Vak-ucia. urged 
Ihidis to execute the prisoners without exception—lhn 
‘Abbas first of alL ‘Abd at** Aziz was in fact eager to take 
possession of the principality ul Ahucriu, on the pretext 
limt it devolved on him by right—ZuJiatr having been 11 
eliciu of his family—and lie feared that if Ibn Abbas and 
Uie rca were set at liberty they might dispute his authority. 
Uadis himselJ vacillated; cupidity and the desire of revenge 
struggled for the mastery ; hut one evening, when riding 
with Ids brother ibdngguiu, he mentioned the offer made 
by Ibn * Abbas, and asked his advice. ‘‘If you accept that 
man s gold," replied Bologgnln. ■■ and set him at liberty, he 
will stir up n war against you which will cost you double 
liis ransom. [ advise you to put him to death without 
delay," 

On returning from Ids ride, lbidis; sent for his prisoner, 
and reproached him sternly for the wrongs lie had dyne. 
Ibn ‘Abbas endured the long invective with resignation, 
and when the king hud made an end, he cried: “ My lord. 

1 pray yon, show mu compassion, deliver me from my 
afflictions! ” riimi shall lie delivered this very day,' 1 

replied tlie prince; and seeing h gleam of hope light up 
his prisoner's haggard countenance be was silent for a few 
moments. Then with a bitter smile he continued: “But 
m the place whither thou gocst thy afflictions will be yet 
more bitter l 1 Uadis then spoke a few words to Bologguin 
in the Berber tongue, which ibn ‘Abbas did not understand, 
lint tlie last words which the prince hud addressed to him. 
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his menacing jituile, un .1 his liei'cc demeanour. lold the 
prisoner but too clearly that his last hour had come. 
Filling on his knees, \w cried. “Prince, spare ray life. ! 
entreat thee! Have pity on my wives and children I It 
is not thirty thousand ducats Ihnt 1 will give you—-it is 
sixty thousand; but in God's name, spare my life. 

lindis listened in silence; then {rising his javelin, he 
plunged it into the speaker s breast. His brother Rologgttin 
and liis C Immbcrinin ‘Ali ilm nl-Kanwi ti lowed his example; 
but Ilm ‘Abbas, shrieking for mercy from his murderers, 
did not succumb until he had received seventeen wounds 
(September 24, 1038). 

It was not long before Granada learnt that the wealthy 
and arrogant Ibis 'Abbis whs no more. The Africans re¬ 
joiced, but no one received the news with livelier satisfac¬ 
tion than Samuel He bad now but one dangerous enemy 
left—Ibn Ifaktimia—and a presentiment assured him that 
this last opponent would soon perish, Israelites, as well as 
Arabs, believed Unit sometimes during the night-watches 
spirit-voices might be heard prophetic of the future, and 
one night Samuel as he slept, heard a voice reciting three 
Hebrew verses to the following effect : 

■ Ilm ‘AbMa i, with, hk t.rattU-d friend*5 0"U lie 

itmutc 1 Hullnwnd \m Ilm nutiit 1 Th ^ other Minuter,-who 
limi. Will In* IrpqLighl hm JiEkd! bfnlwcd litu L Urr» What tlicir UiMt*, 

tlii'tr ouiiitT a till 111 t-ir miM-Fat ? 1 Stilliiwril l*e t.hp nmnr iff ChhI T 1 

We shall find that a few years biter, Samuel saw this 
prediction fulfilled; so true it is that both hatred and tove 
sometimes impart strange prescience of the future. 

1 mini., Stir. IV , mL (l 212. 

[Ait lohiiir,: Ilm Uia^Aiji, I- If. !(j{j 17 I-.1, 200; lUiT, n, ST : Abbad, 

... t T At sraldurt, ii J.j' *>»; lb« d Klwtlb . MS. R 
ri-e, r.sv-i.] 
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CHAPTER HI 
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I X ridding himself of 'An hair, Uadis had involuntarily 
rendered eminent service to the coalition that recognised 
liislmin as Khalit The 'Amirid *Abd aJ-*A«w of Valencia, 
who, as we have seen, had seised the principality of A In terra, 
was not in a condition, it is true, to render assistance to his 
ally, tilt Kady of Seville—for he soon hud to defend himself 
against Mojehid of I Jenin, who regarded with no favourable 
eye the eidurgement of his neighbour's territories ‘—but 
the Kady nl all events was relieved from fear of svar with 
AJmeria, and could consequently give his whole attention 
to oJFensive operations against the Wertiers—beginning with 
Mohammed of Carmona, with whom lie was at variance. 
Meanwhile, lie entered into coiTcspottdence with a fact ion 
al Granada, and endeavoured to foment a revolt there* 
Many Granadans were discontented with BiUUs. At the 
outset of his reign he had been a prince of some promise; 
but by degrees he had shown himself cruel, treacherous, 
bloodthirsty, and shamefully addicted to drunkenness. 
Complaints and murmurings preluded a conspiracy. The 
leader in the plot was an adventurer named Abu >FoUUi, 
Horn fur away from Spain, of mi Arab family settled in the 
.luriSn—the ancient Hyrcania—he had studied literature, 
philosophy and astronomy under the most famous professors 
at Baghdad* lie was not only a scholar, but a skilled 
horseman arid a gallant soldier; he appreciated » mettle¬ 
some steed or a keen suord-hlmJc no less than ;t line poem 
or a profound philosophical treatise. Abu l-Fotflli landed 
in Spain in 101,% apparently to seek his fortune, and spent 
some time at the court of Mojehid of J)cnia. There he 
sometimes conversed on literature with that teamed prince, 
or worked *t his Commentary on the grammatical treatise 
called the Jonuti: at other times he fought by the prince's 
side in Sardinia; often, too, he would ponder over abstruse 


* \ 4 bil iVAm qrittt *4 ACniflria ubuul 1141, MilT o n niiii[ ¥ 
%o Ilia lirtftb bp■ ljj -in iv Abu 'I- A hrt-d j Nm. Htokmkr, i, J4L 
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question* of philosophy, or seek to l cam the future from the 
-tur*. lie afterwards proceeded to Xan^twa, the residence 
of Mt millin', wit ere he was at first cordially treated by that 
pH tire, who entrusted him with the education of his son: 
but, as our A rah authority justly though tritely remarks. 
•• time-s change and men with them,' mwlMundhir one day 
informed the tutor that his services were no longer required, 
and that he might therefore leave Zaragoza. Aim ’l-Foluh 
next settled in Granada, where lit delivered a course of 
lectures tin ancient poetry. especially on the amthulogj 
known as the ffamhia 1 but he found time for something 
else: knowing that Hadis had many enemies, he excited the 
ambition of Vazir, the king’s cousin, by assuring him that 
the stars declared that Bad is would he dethroned, and tliat 
his cousin would reign Ibr thirty years, He thus contrived 
to hutch a plot, hut Had is having* discovered it before it was 
mature, Ya/.ir and his fellow-conspirators Imd scarcely time 
to save themselves by flight. They sought refuge with the 
Kudy of Seville—doubtless their accomplice, though it is 
impossible to say how far lie was involved. 

Meanwhile, * the Kudy bud attacked Mohammed of 
Carmona, and his army—commanded as usual by his son 
JsmrWl—had already won brilliant successes; Ossnua and 
Keija had liccn compelled to surrender; Carmona itself was 
besieged. Reduced to the last extremity, Mohan must 
sought help from Idris of Malaga and from Hadis. Both 
responded to hit appeal; Idris, who was sick, sent troops 
muter the command of his Minister lbn liakuntin; Bad is led 
Ins own men. The two armies having united, Jami'll, full of 
cnnlideuce in the number and quality of hk force, immedi¬ 
ately offered battle to Ins opjxmciits. hut Uadis and lbn 
Bakonna — seeing, or supjiosing, that the enemy were 
numerically superior—would not accept it. mid without 
giving another thought to the lord of O in mum, left hitu 
to his fate, mid marlt- for Granada and Malaga respectively. 
KinAbl immediately pursued the Granadans. Fortunately 
for Hadis, lbn Bakuiina had parted company with him barely 
an hour before, and on being urgently sent for, returned in 
hut haste. The two armies, having effected a junction ue»r 
Ecijn, then awaited the enemy in good order. 

The Sevillam. believing that they tmd to deal with a 

l j1 ut 4>,i liL'CciUJit ijf iJiip («JT \3t:j l'i\ ijitiiiGji) ft, r \- i 

IM, tlimf. it* -Imfci yip, It W ^ntu trutusLntiMS \nU* C-w*™* 

by F. Hiiifkcri. 
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retreating toe, were disagreeably surprised when tliey conic 
in contact with two aiimw in battle army. Demoralised 

tins unexpected predicament, the first encounter threw 
Lljem into contusion. UimVif m vain tried to rally his 
nil'll : :i victim to fits own valour, he was the first to (all, 
llttSenllais thereupon thought only of raving their own 

Ibuiis, muster of the field after so easy a victory, pitched 
los camp nw the gate* of Kdja. and he was not a little 
surprised to see Abu l-Fotfdi approach and iUng himself 
1 Affection for his family had spurred him on, 

f ie had liecn obliged to quit Grenada in such haste that 
it* wife and children had perforce been left Mini, Be 
knew that JMdfelmd hud them arrested bv the negro Rodim, 
his ** J ristao i'Jsrinite," 1 and Lliat Kodarn had imprisoned 
] l . 1 ® 1 " « f A hnungear. X ow Abu ’lFotuli passionately loved 
his Wife, IL young and beautiful Andalusian, and hi* affection 
Jor-their children. u son and a daughter, was also unbounded. 
T , ,i Vt [" uu , L lU ' m **» wortlikwi, and fearing, above all, 
i sL , lk should wreak iciiguuiiue for bis crime on their 
beloved, heads, lie now name to sue for pardon, lie was 
aware oJ the tyrant -> implacable and bloodthirsty disposition 
, ; Jtt ‘ wou ^ not now be remorseless. sineJ 

had shown domeDuy to Abb Hish who had also been a 
ciinspirator. K ueeling before the prince. Hie suppliant cried: 

” I lave mercy upon me, my lord ! J swear to thee that I 
ani innocent! " ■■ Dll rust thou present thyself liefore me' ‘ 

criwl Ibid is, his eyes flaming with auger: "Thou hast sown 
discord in mv family, and now tltuu declared thyself inno- 
cent! j'hmkest thou J can be thus cosily hoodwinked f ' 

I 1 or the love ot God, have mercy, n>y good lord ! Ite- 
■nember lion Lliou Lookest me under thy protection, and 
imw. no exile from my native land. I am in is fortune's thrall. 
Impute not to me thy kinsman's crime; I lind no part nor 
lot tn H ! That f lied with him is true; but it was beams*- 
our inlmiucy was known to thre.ond I dreaded punishment 
as his accomplice, 1 kited before thee. If it pleaseLh thec. 

J will even confess ;t crime of which I am guiltless, so that 
J may gab pardon, Treat me ns bditteth a great king— 
a monarch too exalted to fed malice against a poor wretch 
hkc me—and restore me to my family 1*" 

11 Of a troth J will treat thee, if it'be God’s will aucord* 


tb* pwtyn ul Louii XE ue twin* i^jtirrurm fur 14* 
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iug io thy desert*. Return to Granada; thou wilt tind tliy 
family there, and when I arrive ] will settle t hy affair*. * 

Reassured by these words, the ambiguity of which lie 
did not al the" time perceive, Abu ’l-Fot&h set out for 
Granada, escorted by two horsemen: but as they approached 
the city. Kod&m carried out bis masters orders, [’lie 
prisoner was seized by the Provost-marshrd’s minions, who, 
titter shaving Ids head, placed him on a camel. A negro 
uf herculean strength mounted behind him and proceeded 
In buffet him without intermission. In this way Ahu 1-Fotuh 
was led through the streets, to be finally thrown into a 
narrow dungeon with one of his accomplices, a Berber taken 
prisoner at Ecija. 

Several days c lapsed - B&dis had returned, but had come 
to no decision with regard to his prisoner. This time it was 
Bulogguin. the instigator of I bn ‘Abbas’ death, who delayed 
the fatal sentence, For some reason, he took an interest 
in the scholar and maintained his innocence, defending him 
so warmly tliat Uadis, unwilling to offend his brother, hesi¬ 
tated. But one day, when IJotogguiu was engaged in a 
drunken orgy—no uncommon incident Jbr cither hroLiicr — 
RAdis sent for Abu J-Fotiih and his fdlow-prisoiicr. After 
venting a torrent of abuse on the former, the king continued: 
“ Thy star* have Weu of no avail, liar that thou art! Didst 
thou not promise thine Fmir—tlint ]xx>r imbecile, thy dupe 

' hat he would soon ascend my throne, mid reign for thirty 
years* Why didst thou not east thine own horoscope1 
Thou mightest have saved thyself from dire misfortune. Thy 
life. wretch, is now in my hands !" 

Abu Ul'olfih made tio reply, A'1 tile hope remained 
of seeing his adored wife and children once more, lie had 
abased himself to supplication mid falsehoods: but now— 
convinced that nothing could bend this savage and treacher¬ 
ous tyrant—all the pride, courage, and energy of his char¬ 
acter returned H is eyes fixed on the ground, a scornful 
smile upon his lips he preserved n dignified silence. This 
culm uml serene demeanour filled up the measure of the 
tyrant's wrath. Foaming with rage, B&dfe started from his 
throne, and drawing his sword plunged it into his victim’s 
heart, Abu l-Fotfih received the fatal blow without ** 
shudder or a groan, and! his courage drew from Hadis him¬ 
self ait involuntary cry of admiration. Then, turning to 
Hurhiin. one of his slaves, the king said: ** Decapitate this 
corpse, and affix tire head i. o a stake, llury the body licsidc 
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, ,4Cl tw “ «*>«* Nc bide by sitte 
i'. l ti e Uny of Judgment And now. soldier, it is thv 
turn. Draw near J 1 

l be Her her, to win mi these words were addressed, was 
Ui Jjrty to unspeakable anguish, and trembled in every limb. 
I ailing OIL his knees he struggled to exculpate himself, and 
m.pbrcd the prince to spare his life. “ Wretch !" exclaimed 
Hmlis: "hast t urn no sense of shame? The scholar that 

u/V t *riV?lJiV V 1<? tT T™ fesr Qlifcr, ’ t huvc been excusable. 

*rth heroic courage.as thou hast seen: he 
deified not to open his Ups. and dost thou-* veteran 
-soldier—who eountcsL thyself u brave min. display this 

Nrnm^nl^l (! " h *H,*“? OM 1 ht * 1 " 1 » ailOt her 
moment the BerbeFsheod had fallen (October 20. tOSOl 

Aim 1-i otuii wns duly interred liesidc I bn Abbas. The 

regrets of the mtcliectim) and lettered part of Unniulin 

society followed him lo t he grave, and in passing the spoi 

where Ins remains rested, the Arab, condemned to cm! urn 

111 . , f ‘ nc ;' bi*bll*OUs yoke, would often Hint ter: 

All, whut incomparable scholars wort- those whose boms 

£ nirname ' " “ * " nmoTial 1 Hdlowe < 1 ^ glorified 
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CHAPTER IV 

MALAGA 

rpHF bloodthirsty tyrant of Crsnadn became more and 
mure predominant in his party. It true that Uc 
null format] V recognised the suzerainty of the II nmni unites 
of Malaga—feeble pritters. subservient to their ministers, 
but prone to removing rivals by dagger or poison. W ith- 
out a thought of controlling their powerful vassals, they 
deemed themselves happy if they contrived to make some 
>>how of ruling peacefully o' er Malaga. Tangier and i euta. 

These was, moreover, it profound difference Iwtweeii the 
two Courts of Granada and Malaga. At the Farmer then* 
were none but Berbers, or men who. like the Jew Samuel, 
always acted in the interest of the Iter be rs. A remarkable 
volidarjtv was the result At the Court of Malaga, on 
the other hand, there were also Slavs, and sootier or later 
the jealousies, rivalries and hatreds, which had contributed 
so much to the overthrow of the Oi navy ads, began to 

show r themselves. 

The Klialif Idris I, who lay on a bed of sickness when 
he sent troops against the Sevillans, CNiiired two days after 
receiving the head of Ism ini, who Imd been killed at I he 
battle of Etija. A struggle ensued lietween I bn Uftkaniuu 
She Berber, and NajL the Slav minister. The tbrtncr 
wished to confer the crown on YahyA, the elder son <*1 
Idm, in the belief that power would thus devolve upon 
liinwclf. The Slav opposed the scheme. As Prime 
Minister of the African provinces, he there proclaimed 
Hasan ibn Vahyft—oousin of Lhe other claimant—Khalit, 
and made preparations to cross the Straits. The lferbcr 
Minister, less bold and determined, was intimidated bv 
Naja's menacing attitude. Unable to make up Ids mu 1 " 
whether to resist or yield, he neglected the necessary 
precautions, and one day lie saw Lire African licet casting 
anchor In the roadstead of Malaga. Hr fled in all haste 
to t'oinarcs, with ius candidate. Hasan, master of l ,c 
t apn;i|. assured him of pardon if he would return. 1 he 

tin 
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Ik'i-her trustfiJ him. and paid for his credulity with Ihs 

rn‘ ^ Sam , of ,h ' h ' w Samuel ll ™ f mihc 

fnic. A little inter Hasans rival was ,iko put to death 

M> , whs perl laps, as some historian* have maintained, 
<l,e sole instigator of tins crime; hut Hasan paid the 

" y hi ‘ ■* 5i,tcr «** 

It scented to Naji Uint he had played the part of 
-funster long enough. Hnnng therefore put to death 
Hasan* son—a mere Imy—and thrown his brother Idris 
into prison, he luridly offered himself to the Berbers us 
icrr sovereign, and sought to cajole them with dazzling 
promises, Although deeply indignant at his incredible 
ttuueitv nnd snmlcgmus ambition—for they had an almost 
superst itions veneration for the descendants of the Prophet 
— lie Herlx-rs determined to wait for a more favourable 
tn<mient to punish him. They therefore swore lenity, 

Najn thereupon announced his intention of wresting 
Ylgecy, from the reigning HammudiU*. Molmimiied, He 
‘Hik the hold, hut III his first encounters with the enemy 
, ' bt< ^ c Jlvv ' irc tu*t his Berbers fought tsmdv, and that 
>e could not rely upon them. In prudence' therefore, 
' c wdeied a retreat He intended to exile the suspected 
Berbers on Ins return to the Capital, to win over the rest 
ny bribery, titid to surround himself with as many Slavs 
ns possible, But his bitterest enemies were either informed 
o( ins design or guessed it. mill as the army whs passing 

l n '^i - U r, ft r r<Hv tbe y f*M upon the usurper and 

killed him (February 1043). 

\\ hilst the greatest confusion reigned among tlic troops 
—tlte Berbers shouting for joy, and the Slavs Jledng 
lest they should share their chiefs fate—two of ihe 
galloped at full speed to Malaga, and entering llie town 
cried; -H,ood news! the usurper is no more I" then 
fhrowing themselves upon Naja’s lieutenant, tlicy murdered 
lum. I dr j s, Hasan's brother, was forthwith released from 
prison rmd proclaimed Klin] if. 

I hc Slavs hud played out their part at Malaga; but 
peme, for h moment restored, was of no long duration 
itlris IJ was by no means it great man. hut he was kind 
:md dumUblc. and never weary of scattering his bounties, 
fit had rested only with him, nil would have l>ecn happv. 

He recalled the exiles from every quarter, and restored 
heir property to them; he would never listen to an 
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informer; day lie dhtributed five Hi,mired ducats 

among the poor. Hfe sympathy for the lower orders, with 
whom he loved to converse, contrasted singular} with 
the luvurv. the orientation, and the punctilious etiquette 
of his Court. The Hwmnfidite* as descendants of the 
Prophet's son-in- law, were regarded by their subjects 
almori as demi-gods. To vniutiteitt an illusion so avour- 
uble to their authority, they rarely showed themselves in 
i,ul,lie. and surrounded themselves with mystery. Idrw 
himself in M»ite of his simple tastes, did not swerve l rum 
Hit- ceremonial established bv his predecessors. a ciirtein 
shut turn ..If from those with whom he conversed-but 
sim- lie whs good-nature itself, lie sometimes forgot tin 
tKtrt One day, lor instance, a poet from Lisbon recited 
an ode in praise of ids liberality and noble ancestry, 
• Whilst other folk," lie said, in Ids fantastic phraseology, 
have been made of water and of dust, the descendants of 



above their heads. The countenance of Idris. Commander 
of the Faithful, resemble* the rising sun. which dazzles with 
Us rav s the eyes of all beholders! Ah, my prince, would 
that ive could gaze upon ihce and busk in thy radiance- - 
emanation from the gbrv which surrounds the Lord or 
the Universe F* *■ Draw back the curtain, Chamber!am . 
cried the Kltalif, who could never refuse a request. Mon- 
fortunate than Jupiter's luckless lemon who fell victim h» 
her curiosity, the poet could contemplate ut his leisure 
the person of bis divinity, which, if it did not blaze with 
baleful glory, at any rate !>ore the impress of kindness and 
good-nature. Perhaps the spectacle was more pleasing 
to the poet than if it had been effulgent with the binding 
in vs of which lie had spoken in Ids verses. It t* at least 
certain that he received a sumptuous gift and withdrew 
well satisfied. 

Unluckily for the dignitv and stability of the htiU-u 
Idris combined with great good-nature extreme weakiw=» 
of character* He could not, or dhrnl not *ay '‘no, 
Hiidi* and other chiefs could always obtain a castle, or what 
not. for the asking, One day llidis demanded the s '* r * 
render of Idris' Vizier, who had had the misfortune l» «» s 
please him. ** Alas ! in> friend," said Idris to his Mmaster. 
<* Here is a letter from the King of Granada, in which he 
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me to hand you <h rr la him. | am deeply gr re ml. 

tifrJh&Z 35/5" '"T ! n °> thei *‘ wh*M Squired 

of y»ii . reiilie* the worthy Vb$e* ill old adherent 3f the 
tl»n. God will grunt me strength to meet t„y fate with 
imd TOUffl S^ n » «Kj.inff Granada he was 

Such fedilwiess irritated tin* Berbers, who were already 
inert ilted by the armputliv shown by Idris to the lower 
orders-I lls socialistic tendencit-*, its they would now L t - 
tinned—and the negroes were especially exasperated. 
Accustomed to be ruled with the InsC Uie'sword md the 

1JL " * J ^* v , despised n muster who never promiumi.d 

sente nee of death. Discontent therefore already run high 
wlun the Governor of the t ustle of A ires' gave Ihesfonjd 
for revolt As custodian of Idris’ two cousins, lie set them 
at Ida-fly and prer burned tire elder, Mohammed. Khalif 
I he negroes, who formed the garrison of the citadel of 
Malaga, thereupon mutinied, and invited Mohammed to 

t °, l) 5 \ Ui: towjMMfc wnuW not abandon their 

benevolent and beloved prince m his hour of danger With 
imiH. vouTage they flocked to him and loudly demanded 
arms itssurmg him that if they were granted, the negroes 
should not hold the castle lor another hour. Idris thanked 
them for their devotion, but refused their offer. “ Return 
r ;>r l0mus * said, “for I would not. have a single 
iiv lost 011 my amount.' Mohammed therefore entered 
t he Capital, and Idm waft transferred to the prison of Aires, 
iliev had simply changed places ( A .n, tfitli 7). 

Ihv new Klin!if resembled, not his predecessor, hut his 
uu n ihother— un Amazon who loved the Ule of camps, i<» 
wutrh the preparations for it battle or the progress of n 
siege, and to stimulate by eloquence, or largesse, the soldiers* 
i oil mgr, Mohammed was hmvt lo rashness; hut he was 
si '> an inexorable disciplinarian, and if Kiris had lacked 
energy, hi.s sacecssor-as the promoter* of the revolution 
w ;"\ d'senvered— possessed too mud 1 1 was the old straw 
f ;i fllt : trv Z* w«0 askrd Jupiter for a king. Like 1 ,, 

1 untomes ■■ marshy folk. Iferhus and tug revs soon found 
reason to ciirwr the farmidabk stork mid regret the peaceful 
<»g A plot was formed ; the conspirators opened runrotin- 
tioi» with Lire Governor of Aims, and easily persuaded him 
to acknowledge Idris II a* Khtdif and to set him m. liberty, 
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'fliiii time Idris did not recoil from the Wpi dC;ovU w-ur; 
i he tedium of n duiigcoi! hod outworn fui’ scruples; but 
Mohammed, instigated by Ids mother, resisted Iris opponent* 
so vigorously that they laid down their wins.. Hekire 
making submission, however, they deported laris in ssiicty 
tn Africa, where two Berber freedmen lie Id sway—Surat, 
and Itizk aUnli, Governors of t’euta and Tangier reaper 
lively. Idris was received with great respect, and his name 
wits inserted in the public prayer*; hut the Governors did 
not entrust him with any actual authority ; jealous of their 
own power, they jfunxdtd him strictly, ppevtMtcd Ihili itoni 
showing himstli in public, and forbade anyone to enter Ins 
presence. Certain Iter her lords, however. contrived an in¬ 
terview with him. and said: “These two slaves treat you 
as a captive, and prevent you from exercising sovereignty. 
Empower ns to do so. and wc will set you free. ^ Hut Idris 
mild and submissive as ever, refused their otter ; in the sim¬ 
plicity of Ids heart lie went furlJiur, and related to the 
Governors what had passed. The lords implicated were 
promptly banished; hut fearing lest Idris on some 11 iture 
occasion might lend an car lo malcontents, Sakot and JlisA:- 
allfth sent Him back to Spain, without however teasing to 
recognise him as Kind if in the public prayers. Idris sought 
refuge with the Berber chid oi Honda. 1 

Meanwhile tlu . 1 nmlixmtents of Muligfr had iiilistcil Uic 
aid of Hadis, w ho indeed went so fur as to declare war oil 
Mohammed. but was soon reconciled to him. The prince 
of Algccins, also named Mohammed. was then declared 
Khali; There were there-Tore at that time four Com¬ 
manders of the Faithful—the false tlifchiim It at Seville. 
Mohammed at Malaga, another Mohammed at Algeeiras, 
and. dually, Idris It Two of these bud no vestige of reul 
power; the others were princes of small importance, mere 
kinglets, mid the abuse of the title of Khalit’ w-as the more 
ridiculous .since in its true acceptance it implied sovereignly 
of all Islam. , 

The prince nf Alger bus failed in his attempt. A Iwiiidoticyl 
by those who had called him to tlie throne, he fled to bis 
own country', mid died soon afterwards of shiimc and gric 
<*,n. I04b-ft). . . 

Four or live years later Mohammed of Malaga also died. 
One of his nephews unsuccessfully aspired to the throne as 
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Idris 111. This Him Ihf worthy Idris II wax restored, and 
iWsUny ilaving , t iw.-d to persecute him, he reigned hi uc fll - e 
until., jji ]OJ53, in.- loi- paid the debt of nature. 

.„ Hummiidite aimed at succeeding him. but 

frustrated his hopes. The King of Gram/da. nmv the 
urtunl head of the Jturbers, would have no more Khalils 1 
Ju- resolved to make on end of the Hanum'idite line at id to 
iniorpjrnte the principality of Malaga with his own realm. 

■T , 10Ut I 1111 ?’* 1 The Arabs it h true, 

du not willingly submit: but having won over the most 
iMlluentu^ot them such as the VM^Kndy Abu ‘Abdallah 
Judaiiii, Bldjs heeded little Lhe murmur* of the rest. As 
ror the Jlerbcrs, since they had realired ihe feebleness of 
^n-ir princes, and the necessity of a Hose union with their 
brethren at Granada if they hoped to hold their own 
agauist the Arabs who were gaining ground daily in flic 
South-west—they rather favoured the designs of Ridfe than 
r 5\ fl f rt « rf tlLjn \ l f|! ‘ hmg of Granada thus became master 
of Alalaga, and rill the Jiaummrjjtes were exiled, They 

“V' ot !i h JlH to P^y in Africa, but in Spain they had 
finally quitted the stage. 

f Ai-riNiiijrim fh.i BuiMiii. t i -li i : |1>» «T-Khrttli (UK G.l. t ufti 

Abd al-Uihfd, <T. 44-jl; Ibri Khdiltbi, (T ii-S; \Tskknri. , tJ> . 
(:34. SS4-4; ilcniuEdl, tMn Jthf,] 11 
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CHAPTER \ 

AL-MLKL'ADII) 

I N order not lo interrupt our rapid sketch of the history 
of Malaga. we Inn o somewhat anticipated the coum* of 
events: and since we now propose to glance at the progress 
made hy tlie Arab party during tins interval, we must ro 
back a fcw years. 

On tlie death of the kndv of Seville, at the end ol 
January, U>«. hi> soli Abhld. then Lwcnly-six years old. 
succeeded hitii as h&pit ol tlie pretended ITishsm II. 
‘Abliiid is best known in history as si ■ Mu't ad id. and though 
lie did not adopt this surname until later, it will be con¬ 
venient thus to designate him from the outset. 

The new chief of the Arabs of the South west was one 
of the most striking personalities ever produced in the 
green old age of a civilization. He was in every respect 
m worthy rival of Uadis, the leader oi the opposing party. 

Suspicious, vindictive, perfidious, tyi innicid, and cruel 
as his adversary, and, like him. addicted lo drunkenness, 
Mu'tadid surpassed him in licentiousness. Capricious and 
sensual by disposition, his appetites were insatiable, no 
prince possessed so numerous a harem as his: it is *uu 
that eight hundred maidens passed tlirough its doors. 

In spite of n, general resetn!ilance, the diameters of Hie 
two princes were, however, not wholly alike. Uadis wa* 
almost a barbarian; he scorned refinement and intellectual 
grace*. No poets frequented the halts of the Alhambra; 
its lord, indeed, who habitually stroke Berber, would SCfireclv 
Juice understood their ode*. Mm tad id, on the other hand* 
Imd been carefully educated ; he could not, it is true, claim 
lo be a scholar: he was not deeply rend, but since lie was 
endowed with fine discrimination and a retentive memory. 
Ids culture excelled Unit of the average man of the world. 
Mu’tadid s poems, which apart from their literary merit are 
of interest as furnishing a due to his character, gained for 
)uiu among Ills contemporaries a reputation as a capable 
versifier. He was it patron of literature and art. 
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paidpoet* Imudsomdj far a whiff of incense, lie hml 11 

l Jnv,ltJI1 l '" 1 building splendid palaces. II L - iuj.de his slender 

mjl d . subservient even io hi* tyranny— tidting 11- Ids 

Niotk l [.hut KluiHf of Haghdad wliowr title he had adopted, 
'Viiile H JU ]is probably did not know at wlmt et>odi the 
funner Mu'tad id hml lived. 1 While both princes were 
wmc-bilihers. Hadis made himself grossly and shamelessly 
drunk, like a boor or n trooper. But Mirlmlid, always * 
gentleman itixl n man ot Lite world, did nothing without 
Since, and imported good taste and distinction, of a kind, 
tven iiito his orgies; while indulging in deep potations, he 
;l t . his Ijotm-campaniotis improvised bacchanalian ditties 
distinguished by incongruous refinement nod delicacy of 
(fiction, ills powerful constitution lent itself equal I v to 
pleasure and toil: an im bridled sensualist and an untiring 
worker, lie il Irotii tin: Tinltil^vni-t- of fevered nirs^rons 
lo Luc drudgery ut hu^ines-s. He loved to fetigue ImusHf 
^ lui the duties ui soverrin-uty; but after Mipcrliitiiinii 
eftorte to imibc up for the time lost in pleasure^ fresh 
■h hjiiidiery u n> neemarj to renew bis strength. And— 
strange anomaly!—the tyrant before whose fierce glance 
the (jeuuties of his harem quailed, addressed to sonic of 
them series of reimcd gallantry and winning sweetness. 

Hadis and Mu tod id, therefore, dificred n< a barbarian 
villain differs from a ctvilked villain; and nil things con¬ 
sidered, the barbarian was the least profoundly depraved 
of 1 he two. ihitlis displayed u certain brutal frankness even 
in crime: Mu'tadid was inscrutable, even to his closest 
Iriends. While his penetrating glance never failed to rend 
the inmost thoughts of others, no play of expression, no 
tone of Ids voice betrayed his own. The prince of Granada 
risked his life on many n battlefield ; the prinre of Seville. 

11 Hi lough continually engaged in warfare, and by no means 
lacking in courage, led bis troops in the field but once or 
twine; usually, as an Arab historian puts it. he traced out, 
ttt ( he bottom oi Ins den, the plans of campaign for his 
ireiKTals, Uadis' Mratageins were clumsy and easily baffled ; 
but those of Mu'tadid — subtle and wclj-dtsvised—seldom 
IniJtd. A story bus been re hi led illustrative of his craft i- 
ness. which perhaps deserves to be retold. 

While waging war against Carmona, Mu'tadid mairi- 
tained a secret correspondence with an Arab in that town. 
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who kept him informed ut’ the movements mid plans of the 
Herbert. In order that their Letter should no! he Inter- 
cepted, nor the intrigue even suspected, the utmost caution 
whs, of course, necessary. Now Mu'Ladid. according to n 
plan conceited with his spy, one day summoning to Ids 
palace a peasant from tin? suburbs, a simple and guileless 
man, said to him ; “ UofP that worthless cloak of thine, and 
pul on this jubbah/ H is a fine one. as you set, 1 , and I will 
give it thee If thou docst what t am about to tell thee. 
The peasant overjoyed, put on the jubbah little suspecting 
that the lining of the garment concealed a letter from 
MuMtadirf to tin spy—and promised faithfully to carry out 
whatever orders the prince might give |mn '* It is well." 
replied Mirtadid: -This is what thou must do; take the 
road to Carmona ■ when thou dntwest near the town out 
some sticks and bind them into a faggot, Then enter the 
gates and place thyself where the woodcutters congregate, but 
sell not thy bundle until I hoti art offered five dirhems for 
The peasant, wholly ignorant of the motive of rinse 
strange instructions, hastened to obey them. lie there lore 
set out for Carmona, and duly proceeded to make his lagged , 
but since lie was unused to the work, arid, as the proverb 
says. ** there arc faggots and faggots/ he reached the town 
With a scanty bundle of struggling branches, and took up a 
position In llie market. “ What is the price of lids faggot ' 
asked a passer-by. ** Five dirhems, and no less ; Uke it or 
leave it, replied' Llie [lea-satit. “ It is of ebony, doubtless* 
sold lus interrogator, laughing in his lace. “Nay! ” said 
another bystander, ,f it is of bumlHfO! " The amateur wood¬ 
cutter became the object of unmerciful banter : but towards 
evening Mn'todids spy approached him, and asking the 
price of the faggot, at once in mg lit it, adding: “Fill the 
wood on thy shoulder and carry it to my house. 1 will 
lead the way/' ()n reaching his destination, the peasant 
flung down bis load, and having received the five dirhetns 
made for the door. “ Whither art t!(ou going at this bite 
hour " asked the master of the house, "Oitl ol the city, 
replied the peasant, “ for 1 do nut live here. “Thou most 
not think of such a thing! Kno west, thou not that there 
arc robbers by the way? Stay here; I can giu- you shelter 
and a meal: and you can proceed homeward ■« early in the 
morning." 


* A kmu oLi^pr fmrtHui r thp ■ptiiila.i , Uui *>\mi it* ^ 
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The peasant gratefully accepted tilt offer, and r hearty 
HJpiHT Sijnii haul'll rt-i I from Ins mi nit the rjilltn of which 
he Wl been the huLL. When tin* meal over, he in- 
formed his host, in answer to an inquiry, that he lived m 
iht; suburbs of Seville. Thou art indeed stout-hearted to 
have ventured hither! ten* the reply; **Thtm must have 
heard of the cruelty of our Her hers, and how they imike 
short work t>l their victims. Some weighty business must 
have brought thee hither” "Nay! but a'lium must etiru 
his liiing—and who would take the trouble to uiultmU u 
poor ha mil ess jieasuiit like me r" 

The conversation continued until the peasant grew 
drowsy, mid having been conducted to his sleeping-place, 
thing lumsetf down without removing his garments. 'Take 
off your juiihah, said LLs host; “the night is wartn, anil 
you will lie the more refreshed,” The peasant did so, and 
wu-s soon fast asleep. 

The spy then ripped open the lining of the clunk, found 
Mu'Ladids letter, read it, and replacing it hy a hastily 
written reply, sewed up the lining ami replaced the jubbah 
where the peasant bad thrown it. The latter, rising betimes 
set out for Seville, after thanking the citizen for his kindly 
hospitality. 

On his return, he presented himself before Mu’tad id and 
recounted his adventures. 44 1 am well pleased with you,' 
said the prince graciously, *• and you deserve a reward. 
Give me back that jubbah. and take this complete suit of 
apparel ns a gift,” The peasant, liesitie himself with joy, 
took the tine clothes offered him, and told his friends and 
neighbours, with much glee, that the prince hod presented 
him with a rube of honour. 11s though he hud been a digni¬ 
tary of the highest importance- That he had acted as courier 
extraordinary, and l»earer of despatches bo momentous that 
they would Live cost him his lift- if tin- Berber* had found 
them upon him. he never had the least suspicion. 

The cm fly prince of .Seville was indeed fertile in expedi¬ 
ents and artifices of uLJ kinds: lie had to his baud a whole 
arsenal of i lev ices. Woe to him wln> Incurred his icrath : 
Uteless wya it for such an one to .seek safety in another land; 
the prim e's vengeance would track him to the ends of the 
earth. It is related that a blind man hud been deprived by 
Mu*tndi<i of the greater part of his property; he himself 
spent the residue, and then in utter destitution journeyed 
as u mendicant to Mecca. There lie ceased nut publicly to 
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curse t lie tyrant who inuf red lick'd him to beggary. Mu'Ludid 
heard of this, ami sending for one of his subjects win* wus 
about to make pilgrimage to Mecca* entrusted him with a 
casket containing gold pieces smeared ivith a dead I e poison. 
■* On reaching Mecca,*’ said Lhe prince, •* deliver this casket 
to your blind fclhuv-eUiwiu. Give him greeting and tell 
him that this is a gilt from me; hut take heed Unit you 
open it noL” When the pilgrim arrived at Mecca, he duly 
presented himself lie lb re the blind man with Mu*ladki s gift 
■■ Itv Allah 1" cried the unfortunate man; “it rings when 
shaken! There is gold within! Tint how comes it that 
M mtndkl min's me at -Seville, and enriches me in Arabia f 
“Princes have strange caprices/ 1 was the pilgrim's reply; 
" or, mayhap, MiCtndid fcels remorse at some injustice which 
he did thee. But that concerns rac not; 1 have executed 
my commission, Take Lheu this gift, which seems an ui> 
expected boon," 

“Such, of a truth, it is!" replied the blind man; 
“accept a thousand thunks for thy paints, and assure the 
prince of my gratitude.’ 

With Ills treasure under Ids arm, the poor wretch 
hastened, as Iasi as his blindness permitted, to fits hovel, 
and carefully locking the door, with eager fingers tore open 
the casket. It is said that there is nothing more intoxicat¬ 
ing for a man who has been by 0 happy chance suddenly 
enriched after » long struggle with poverty, than to feast 
his eyes on a heap of gold, and suffer them to gloat on 
the entrancing glitter of the coins, The blind Sevulfl) was 
in capable of this delight; For him, touch and hearing took 
Lhe place of sight, and trai^parted with ecstasy, he clutched 
the precious coins, he bullied his hands in them, he Jet 
them run through his Ungers, lm rang them, counted them, 
kissed them. The poison worked; ere night fall the miser- 
aide nmn was a corpse. 

Though Hadis and M u'tadid were both cruel ruffians, 
distinctions may U* drawn between them even in that 
clwiactcr. While the former in paroxysms of blind fury 
frequently slew his victims with Ins own hand. MU'tadid 
seldom trenched upon the domain of the executioner; but 
although he did not care to soil Ids aristocratic hands with 
blood. his hatred was more tenacious and implacable than his 
rival s. Itudls, when his enemy was dead, was satisfied. and h»» 
rage quickly abated : he would impale the head of his victim 
on a stake, ins was customary, but there the mutter ended. 





* v n a r;ABOE^ 01 ski lls 633 

The prince uf Seville's Mitred, uii the other hand. was 
:iu insatiable pawn : his victims wurc pursued hy it after 
their death ; he loved to whet Ms savage appetite hy gloat 
mg - >ver their mutilated remains. Following the example of 
Lhe Kim] if Mahdh he Caused flowers to he planted in I lie.skulk 
of Ids enemies, and set them in the Court of his palace. A 
label attached to endt bore the name of its funner owner. 
He often took pleasure in visiting what he called hts 
"garden. Hut the finrtcrre did not contain Lite heads 
most precious in his sight, namely, those of princes whom 
he had conquered: these were preserved with great ear* 
in a coffer beneath his |udncc< 

And yet this monster of cruelty wus in his own eyes 
lhe best of princes — a Titus created expressly for tho 
benciit of the human race : 

*■ ff it is Thy will. O God, - ' he exclaims in poetic 
fervour. ** that felicity should be the lot of mortals, sutler 
me to reign over Arabs and barbarians alike; for never 
have T strayed from the right wav. never have I treated 
my subjects stive as becometh a generous and magnanimous 
prim e ] have ever shielded them from tin aggressor, and 
turned aside Uie calamity that threatened them ! " 

f At : .mu. «. r-p H ; it tH« iiS; AM tfcU'itUd. pi, t!7- 

7i»; Hut its .utm, 1 . f nil. | 



CHAPTER VI 
Al.-MU TADID 

M r‘TAD ID'S first step was to rid himself of Habib. 

| his father’:* Vt/.iur mid C(n d id a (it, by putting him 
to dentil ; he ttn-ii turned hi> amis against the Berbers— 
especially bis ndgbbouts of Ovmotut There were personal 
grounds for Ins hatred of these Africans. He believed that, 
if not thwarted* they would dethrone him or his descendants, 
for his astrologers had predicted that Ids dynasty would lie 
brought low by men who were not natives of Spain. 
Mu'tndid accordingly strained every nerve to extirpate the 
Berbers, The resulting war was a tedious one; for though 
Mohammed, prime of Carmona, fell into an ambush and 
wat killed • * :■ 1042 it) t hostilities wen- continued under 
h is ran and successor. I slink. 

Meanwhile MuAadid was extending Ins borders on the 
west In 14)41 he wrested MertoJu From llm Taiffir. He 
next attacked I bn Valiya, lord of Xicblu. The latter was 
was not a Berber, but an Arab when, however, an exten¬ 
sion of his territory was in quest ton, Mirtadid was not 
fastidious. Closely pressed, Hm Vahyrt threw himself 
into the arms of the Berbers. M uzaffar of Badajiw cairn* 
to his assistance, repulsed Mirtadid, and set to work to 
form ji strong league against Seville, comprising Radix. 
Mohammed of Malaga, and Mohammed of Algeeirus, 
Abu *h\Vattd i 1 j 11 Jaliwar, who, in Hits, hud succeeded his 
father a. President of the It public <>1 Cordova, did all 
Ik- could to bring about u reconciliation between the op- 
[NincHts, but in vain j bis envoys were ignored. 

The Berbers plan tied a march on Seville us soon tis the 
armies had effected u junction. But Mu*tadid baffled 
them. Taking ad vantage of the abse nce of Mu'/alBir— 1 who 
hud not mode due provision for the defence of bis own 
frontiers— he laid waste the territories of Barfajm/ ; them 
contrary to his wont, placing himself at the head of hi' 
army, he marched against Niebla, attacked the enemy in 
a defile near the city gates, and drove ttnmy of them into 

* 3 + 







ft Alf'ZAl’iA'; or BADAJOZ 635 

Lin Tinto; Muzaffiir. however, tallied Jus troupe u> the 
attack, and forced Mu'tndid to retreat. 

MimtH'or then rejoined his allies % hut while they were 
tugged in ranging the district of Seville, Ihn Yahy* 
deserted his party, having been induced to form su alliance 
Willi Mn'tmlid. Mi*/, a I fit r punished the turncoat hv confis¬ 
cating the money which the latter had entrusted to him, 
and by devastating tJie district of N'ichln. I bn Yahyfl 
meordiagly appealed to his new ally for help. MuWid 
attacked the troops of Bfidsjoz. lured them into an ambush, 
and defeated them. Not content with Lhj$ success, he sent 
his son Isnih'il to lay waste the environs of Evora. 

To repel the invaders, the King of Bavtujoj: mustered 
everj 4 man capable of bcjtriug onus, and, with ti reinforce- 
nicnt from his ally fofoik of (arm on a, set out against the 
enemy. Fu vain did the Berbers or Carmona try to dissuade 
him. ■ You know nut” they said, "how- vast the SevilUri 
Limiv is; but WC hmv received information from Seville, 
and have ourselv cs seen Ml eta did 1 *, troops." Their warnings 
fell on deaf cars. Hut the headstrong Mnzaffur's rashness 
cost ldru dear, lie sustained a terrible defeat, with a loss 
of at least three thousand men. Among the dead lay the 
prince of Carmona, who had commanded his father's troops: 

Jits haul was presented to Mu'tttdrd, who placed it in his 
colfor Inside that of lhe young princes grandfather, 

hor n long time Had a jo?, presented a melancholy 
.spectacle. The shops were dosed, the markets deserted: 
the flower of her populace had perished on that foul day. 
To crown her nun fortunes, the Se villous completed tlie 
dest ruction of the crops, so that the country around was soon 
in the gr ip of famine. Muzaffhr was helpless. A handoned 
by his allies, to whom he appealed in vmn, he was con- 
denmed to cut. iiis heart in helpless inactivity at Had.-ijoz, 
Ilut, tin bending in his pride. In would not hear of rvconcdhu 
lion, though liis victorious fre did tint actually refuse thn 
Jfthwars mediation. Mir/alfor even feigned i« be iiidif- 
forciit to his losses, and sent an emissary to Cordova to 
buy (M>me singing-girls. Hut'll commodities were at that 
time scarce, ami after some difliculty, only lwo, of mediocre 
ability, could be found. This whim on the part of the 
King of Rrtdajtre excited some surprise. He woe known to 
in- a staid and studious man whose heart was not set upon 
singing-girls it seemed strange, moreover, that he should 
have chosen a time for buying them when his realm was :i 
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.scene of dire desolation. But when his motives leaked out 
astonishment ceased. Muatfiar hud learned tlut. at the 
sale of the property of a recently deceased Cordovan Vizier. 
Mu-tad id had hough L a renowned songstress, and it was to 
show that lie could turn Ids attention to singing-girls with 
ns much detachment of mind as his adversary, that he made 
his own purchase, 

11m .1 ah war, however, did not relax liis effort* to bring 
about u recuntiliatidli* and in July, 1051, they were crowtu 1 
with surco>, for 011 that date M a/a I far ami Mu* bid id con 
duded peace after protracted negotiations. 

Mirtadid thereupon turned his forces against Mm Yuliya 
of Niebla, who now hud only Ids own resources to rely upon. 
The expedition proved a mere military promenade. Cun 
scions of his weakness. Ibn Yuliya made no attempt ut 
defence, but set out for Cordova with the intention oi end* 
in<* liis days in that oily. Mu'tudid courteously sent him 
ft squadron as nil escort. 

■Abd id- 1 A*1/. the Bakrite, the prime- thou reigning over 
Huelva and the little island of Suites, soon became aware 
that his turn had come. In the hope, however, of giving 
somewhat from the shipwreck, lie wrote to Mtetadid, con 
gr,ituluting him <>n Ins rcceni ‘ oiniuest-s, reminding him of 
the friendly relations which had always subsisted between 
their families, avowing himself his vassal, and ottering 
him Huelva, on condition that he might retain Salte*. 
Mirtadid accepted his otter, and on pretence of desiring an 
interview with the prince, set out fur Huelva. JI 11 L *Abd id 
‘Aziz deemed it prudent not to await his guest, and has tenet I 
with bis treasure to SaUcs- M mUuIhl returned to Seville, 
after taking possession of 11 in-]vu, rtml leaving there one of his 
captains, with orders to prevent -Abd si-* Aziz from quitting 
the island and any one else from landing on it. When 
informed of these measures *Abd at* Am adopted the 

E " indent course of parleying witti Mu-tadids lieutenant* W*d 
e eventually sold his ships and munitions of war to the 
prince of Seville for mx thousand duetts, at the same time 
obtaining permission to proceed to Cordova, The treacherous 
M triad id intended to entrap him on Ilia journey, and fid' 
him Of his money, but 'Abd ab* Aziz pe net rated his design- 
and, thanks to an escort granted him by the prince of 
Carmona, reached Cordova unmolested, 

Mu'tadids next objective was the Ulth principality °* 
Silves. also governed by an Arab family, the Hcni Miusiinn, 
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whose ancestors bad long posse ssed wide domains in that 
part lit tilt- Peninsula, and had held important |K>sts Ironi 
the days ot' the t hnaj'yads. 

ItcMih ful to die rather than surrender, the prince of Silver 
rf derided himself with the courage of despair. Hut the 
Sevillan army — under the nominal command of Mohammed, 
sod of Mu*tadid, then Isarek thirteen years of uge -etudtietd 
the siege with no less vigour, ami Silves was ut length 
stormed 1 t bn Mttzahm vainly sought death whom tile com hat 
was fiercest ; but Mu'tudid sjaired his life and merely exiled 
him. Then, conferring’ on his son Mohammed the govern- 
men i of Stives, the prince turned Id* amis against the town 
of Santa Maria, situated on the Cape still bearing that name. 
The Sul lau Sulainuui had granted it ;e> a fief to one Sind 
ibn II ariii 1 , of Merida—.whose ancestry is unrecorded. and 
who probably was neither Berber nor Arab, since men whor- 
d scent w:i, unknown to Amh ehroniclcrs were nsunllv 
Spaniards. On StiUimuris death. I bn IIiiriin declared Jdm- 
iw-'J t’ independent, and at Ids death Ids son Mohammed bad 
succeeded him. t he hilter when attacked by the Seviljans 
made lint a brief resistance 

MuAtadid united the district of Santa Mann to [hut ol 
Si Ives. llJld placed both under the governorship of Ids soil 
fA.O. 1052). 

Bv these rapid conquests the principality of Seville was 
greatly extended im the western side. Its expansion was, 
however, still resist d towards the south, where Uit* Berber 
princes held sway. Most of t litse were then at peace with 
MiPtadid. mid even recognised his suzerainty, or rather that 
of the so-called Hishhin I! Mu’tadid, Iwwover, was by no 
means content with this shadow v power ; it was bis intention 
ti* exterminate the primes and seize their dominions; but 
lie proceeded cautiously, being unwilling to plunge in>i> 
so bold nn enterprise until ins success was assured by deop- 
bud intrigues. 

After the compiest of Shits lie mrcorrfhtglv paid ones 
jiected visits, accompanied by only two iittcmWts. to two 
01 bis vassals, Ibn N'lih, lord of Moron.and Ihu Abi Kornt, 
lord of Honda. Considering the hatred with which he whs 
regarded by the Berbers, it stewed surprising that he should 
thus place himself n! Lhoir mercy; but Mu'tudid did not 
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lack courage, and in spite of hb habitual pcrfiiliouMiess fie 
relied cm the good faith of others. At Moron he was re¬ 
ceived with every mark of respect. Ib» NOth fissured him 
of the dc tig lit caused by his unexpected visit, entertained 
him with sumptuous hospitality* and renewed his assurances 
of fealty. Hut Mu'tadid had not come to handy vompli 
iiicnt-s or U> hear professions of amity ; his was a very dif¬ 
ferent object. Ill came to discover how the laud lay* mid 
to win over, if possible, some personages of weight:. He 
soon saw that the Arab population yearned to throw off the 
Berber yoke, and t lint when the time ciunc, lie could count 
on their support, With the aid of the gold and precious 
stones with which his attendants were provided, lie even 
succeeded in corrupt ing several of the Berber officers, while 
the unsuspecting Ibn S'fill had no inkling of such intrigue,. 

Fully satisfied with the results of his visit, Mu*Ludid ex¬ 
tended his journey to Honda, He was there received with 
equal honour, and his machinations met with equal, or per- 
haps greater, success, for the Arabs of Honda were even 
more eager than those of Moron to free themselves from 
Berber domination—the Beni Abi Korra being, it would 
jipjjejir, harder must its limn Liu Beni X till. Mu’tadid wiis 
therefore able to lay the train for a formidable conspiracy, 
reaily to blaze into u revolt at the tirat signal. 

Xcrerthetess he came near to pairing for his rash enter¬ 
prise with Ins life One day, after n Lnupict, at which Hie 
whit had not l*een spared, lie felt drowsiness stealing over 
him, ** I feel weary,” he said to his host, "and would tain 
repose: but let not that interrupt your merry*making: a 
brief sleep will refresh me, and 1 will then resume my place 
at the board.** “ As your lordship pleases,” replied Ion Abi 
Korra. conducting him to a couch. 

la about half an hour, when JMii'tndid seemed to have 
sunk info a profound slumber. a Berber officer claimed the 
attention of the combine, on the ground that he hud some¬ 
what of importance to deliver. Silence having been obtained, 
he proceeded in u low voice: *■ It xceuui to me thill we 
have a fat ram here which offers its t hr out to the knife. This 
is n stroke of goo<| fortune which we could never have 
dreamed of, I I ad wc given all the gold in Andalusia lor 
that matt* it would have profited us nothing, and now he 
puts himself into our hands. He is a fiend incarnate; you 
alt know it, and when be is dead no one will dispute wit h 
us the possession of this country/* 
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A silence fell upon t lie rvvdlfcrs ; but inquiring glances 
supplied 'lie plate of wonts mid since the idea ofnssassinsl- 
■iig one whom they both feared and hated, and whose craft}’ 
wiles were known to them Ml, wits only too attractive to 
men hardened in crime from tluar earliest days, their swarthy 
countenances displayed neither surprise nor repugnance. One 
alone, more loyal than the tost, felt his blood boil at the 
thought of treachery so infamous. This was Mnftdb thn 
A l>i Korra, n kinsman of I lie lord of Honda. 11 is eves Hush¬ 
ing with generous indignation, he rose and said in a low but 
earnest voice: In Cod's name, let us not do this deed! 
That tmm came hither trusting in our loyally; his conduct 
shows that lie believes us incapable of betraying him, and 
honour demands Hurt we justify his confidence. What will 
our brethren of other tribes say when they learn that w. 
viulated the sacred rights n f hospitality—that we murdered 
uui guest i Accursed of tiod be 'he that dorth this 
deed F” 


The Berbers were moved by these generous words. In 
reminding them so earnestly of the duties of hospitality 
Mu'Adh hnd thrilled tit,at chord in their hearts which is 
sclchim touched in vain among Eastern races. 

Meanwhile, Mu'tadid, while lie seemed to slumber, was 
acutely awake. In an agon}- of dread he listened to all that 
passed. Then, reassured by the effect of Mu'adlds words, 
lie- feigned to m ouse himself from sleep and rose to resume 
Itis seat at the table. The company started to their feet, 
and kissed him respectfully upon the forehead. Their em¬ 
braces were the more dUmte. since their consciences 
pricked them for having thought for an instant of speed 
Jug their guest to another world. 

" Mv friends" said the prince, “ I must shortly return to 
Seville; and now, on the eve of mv departure, l cannot 
uvsure you too heartily how deeply your hospitality bus 
touched me. I desire to presort you with a few trifling 
token', of my gratitude, ..gh unfortmuddy 1 lit store of 

S it?, which my servants carry with them is almost exhausted. 

at let paper and ink be brought to tnc, and let each of you 
idl me his name and mention his chief object nf desire— 
robes uf honour, money, horses, damsels, slaves, or what-not 
—and nn my return to my capital. let him send thither a 
servant to receive the gift iset apart for him.” 

The whole company eagerly fell in with the princes 
wishes, and when Mu ‘Lit did twd readied Seville the 
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messengers or the Bertar* flocked thither. afterwards return* 
mg to Honda with spiendki gifts for iheir masters. 

The best possible relations now ostensibly existed be¬ 
tween Mtrtfulid mid the Herbert; old animosities seemed 
forgotten, and in their place ft dose alliance and cordial 
friendship had sprung up- Six mouths later Mu'htdid 
invited the lords of Itonnn ntui Moron to h bitmpiet, in 
token, as he said, of Ills gratitude for their recent courtesy. 
He olsu sent au invitation to Ibn Khnrnin, lord of Arcus 
and Xeres, and at the time appointed the three Berbers 
arrived at Seville (a.I t. 105.M- 

M u*l ltd id accorded them a magniJicent reception, mid, 
ns wax customsiy, afFcrwi them, together with the chief 
members of their retinues, the refreshment of u hath. On 
sonic pretext, however, he requested Mtnidh to remain 
will turn. 

About sixty Berbers repaired to the building irulieatcd 
by the prince. After divesting themselves of their garment' 
in the vestibule, they entered the bathroom. This, as N 
usual in Moslem countries, wfl' built of stone lined with 
marble, and surmounted by a cupola pierced with windows 
gluzcd with ground-glass, The baths were of marble, while 
flues, connected with a furnace and jx'nctrating the walls. 
uniiutaiuL-d a high temperature throughout. 

While the Ucrbers were luxuriating in the pleasures td 
tin: hath, they heard a slight smmd, a> of masons at work, 
hut to tliis they paid little heed. After a while, however, 
the heat gradually became oppressive, luid they U’ied to 
open the door, To their horror add despair they found the 
doorway walled up. Every aperture had been closed 
They all perished of suf location. 1 

Mu’iidh, after long awaiting the return of his con i pan ions, 
grew uneasy, and ventured to ask Mu* tad id what delayed 
them. The prinett told him the truth, and seeing profound 
terror depicted in the young man's face, added; “Fear 
iioLhing, Thy kinsfolk and friends deserved to die, since 
they dared to contemplate the lltougl '■ of assassinating me. 
I was awake and heard uJL I shall never forget thy iiohlr 
words. It is to thee that f owe my life. Choose, then: 
either remain here and share all my wealth, or, if thou wilt, 
return to Itcuidii. whit her thou shall lx* escorted, laden with 
rich gifts.” 

' Am AuUnbile |irinej Ilm.iI fid Mti-wlr Im a iinjllil iuaimtrr lif tlrtMjf nf •"* 
etiHUfh* II rid en# n! *, 1 y, 1 bti All hi) ri. t, 137 
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" Alas I my lord, replied Mu'adh. in n tone of profound 
dejection; ‘Miow cun 1 return to Honda, where everyth im? 
wdJ remind me of my lo** f n J * 

1 ' J Remain, then, at Seville,' said the prince. u and thou 
shall have no cause for complaint" Then, addressing on. 
of ms attendants, he added: -Sec that a palace is im¬ 
mediately prepared for Mu‘MV* use. f jCt a thousand 
nieues of gold. ten horses, thirty damsels, and ten slaves 
ie conveyed thither, I grant thee, moreover,” he eon* 
tinned, turning to Mu'Mh. “a yearly emolument of twelve 
thousand ducats. 

MirMh therefore took up his residence nt Seville, 
where he lived m princely opulence. Mu-tadid sent him 
y «*** or beautiful gift, gave him a command in 
Urn ^eviJlan army, and when he consulted his Viziers upon 
allairs of state, the place of honour was always allotted to 
the preserve r of h i s hfe. 

Having deposited the heads of the Berber lord* in tin- 
tirim coffer on which he loved to feast his eyes, Mu'tadld de- 
spatclicd troops to seize Moron. Arcos, Xeres, Honda, and 
atlser towns, .Aided by the Arab poptiluUoru sntl by ihe 
traitors who bad sold themselves to Mu'tad id the army 
had mi easy task. The capture of Rondo, where Abu Nusr 
li«d succeeded his father, seemed likdv to be a matter of 
tome difficulty, for it stood on a lofty mountain, and, sur¬ 
rounded by precipices, passed for impregnable. But the 
Arabs rose cn mam against the Berbers, and butchered 
them with indiscriminate savagerv. Abft Nnsr himself 
perished as he vainly sought safety tn flight, lor in climbing 
a wall, his foot slipped, and he was precipitated into flic 
abyss below . 1 

^* Iie Capture of Honda greatly delighted the prince of 
Seville, imd he immediately set to work to make the town 
stronger than ever, Un the completion of the new forth 
HtMitinris litr proceeded to inspect thtrm. and in ah accuse of 
joy and pride, composed tins rhapsody: 

" i} fyirrat jrwr\ . f my ztrabri. nuror l^forr iIhUc thou bt.ro I 

IjlcJi hIPco^Ml ! rile lUirlth iriil s^oir, uf my V4|Jutfll Winlofl I Hite taw. 

} I Ut mt til y inhabitftnla loci3, up eU tlld t pr^tn Un nud ifldir 

Ab f Uta! HiAt »-i 111 is r . fitr then will mbit wirmitkA* div 
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CHAPTER VII 

AL*MIJ‘T.U)|J) (tmtimmiy 

W HILE Mu'tadid, eluted by success, indulged in ex* 
imvaganl transports of ]oy f UAdis fell a prev to 
ever-in creasing anxiety, Qn hairing of the terrible fate 
Unit had lie fallen the Herber lords, he rent Jtis clothes and 
toured o il.li grief juisI imger. Then, when it became known 
lhaL in an outburst of patriotic indignation nil the Arab 
population of ttonda hud risen like otic man to tuussuert: 
ihtir oppressors, the gloomiest presentiments tortured Ills 
suspicious heart 1 low could lie l>e sure tint his own 
Arab subjects were not also in league with the ‘AbMdid 
*g»inst his throne and his life t This fear pursued biui day 
:nid night, and goaded him to madness, Sometimes in h 
tren/y of rage, lie ejaculated curses and inveighed against 
jtlJ the world; at other times, racked with fears mid op¬ 
pressed with gloomy forebodings, lie preserved a mournful 
silence and drooped like a tret! 1 blasted by the lightning. 
And then— strange and menacing presage!—U/uth no longer 
had recourse to the wiue-cup. 

He uhs secretly maturing a horrible scheme. So Jong 
as there* were Arabs in his dominions, he could never be 
safe for a moment; prudence, he thought, bade him ex¬ 
terminate them. He planned the deed for the approaching 
Friday, when all would l>e assembled in the Mosque. Since, 
however, Uadis did nothing wit bout consulting his Minister, 
he informed Samuel of bis design, adding that he was 
firmly resolved to carry it out, whether the Vkier approved 
of it or not. The Jew thought ill of the sell vine, and tried 
to dissuade the prince, begging him b> pause and reflect on 
the consequences of such an action. "Suppose." be said, 
"that all is carried out as you wish; suppose that yon 
exterminate the Arabs, regardless of the danger of the 
attempt; do you i kink that those in the rest of Spain will 
ignore t he disaster which has befallen their compatriots ? 

I (link you that they will quietly remain in their homes f 
Assuredly Hot J I sec them in their fury rushing to arms: 

6*j 
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l behold foes innumerable as the waves oi 1 * ie sen pounn^ 
in upon you, and their scimitars dashing V°ur head! 
Hut Hadis was impervious to prudence and common sense. 
He enjoined secrecy upon Samuel and made the necessary 
preparations, issuing orders that on Friday the troops were 
to parade fully armed, on the pretext that they were to la; 

1115 Samuel, meanwhile, did not remain idle; bv means of 
certain women of their acquaintance, lit warned the principal 
Arabs not to visit I lie Mosque cm the ensuing Friday, but 
to conceal themselves The Arabs were thus put oil their 
guard, and on the appointed day the congregation in the 
Mosque consisted merely of a few' plebeians. J-urnnis at 
the failure of his design, Badis sent for bam tie I and re¬ 
proached him with divulging the secret I he V mcr denied 
having done so. and added : « It is easy to explain why the 
Arabs did not attend the service. Since you paraded the 
troops without any apparent mason, in a time of pence, 
suspicions were naturally aroused. Instead ot being angry, 
you should render thanks to God : the Arabs guessed \our 
intention, they might have risen against you, and yet they 
did not stir. 'Reflect coolly upon the matter, my lord; the 
time will come, when you will agree with me.” 1 crimps 
Rfidis in his blindness w’oiihl have even then persisted m 
obstinacy, but on a Berber sheik approving of the argu- 
merits ndvitnctd by Samuel* lie admitted that hi-' had wen 
in the wrong. He therefore dismissed the idea w exter¬ 
minating his Arab subjects, but at the urgent solicitation of 
the fugitives from Moron. Arcos, Xeres, and Honda, who 
hud sought refuge at Granada, he determined to punish the 
treacherous enemy of his race, and invaded the Sevillan 
territory at the head of his own troops and the relugccs. 
The details of this war have not come down to us. but there 
is reason to believe that it was a sanguinary struggle; K ,T . 
while the Africans were inflamed by a desire to avenge lb* 
death of their compatriots, the Granadans were an object of 
keener hatred to the Arabs Ilian were the other Berbers. 
They were looked upon as infidels, and enemies ot Islam, 
since they had n Jewish Vizier. ■* With thy sword thou 
hast chastised a people who were no better than 
though they call themselves Berbers 1 ” So sang the bevuiau 
poets when they celebrated Mu‘ tad id’s victories. ..•/ 
eyes of the Seri I Inns war against the Granadans was a t /«wu»» 
and so stubborn was their resistance tlial the invaders wen. 
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repulsed. The refugees were much to he pitied. Forbidden 
to return to their homes by Mtfiadid, and Tor-bidden to 
remiiin at Granada by B&db. they were compelled to cross 
the Straits to seek subsistence,. They landed near Ceuta, 
butSukAt, lord of that town, would have nothing to do with 
them, Thu* repelled on every side, at a time when a famine 
was ravaging Africa, they almost all perished of hunger. 

Mirfcsdid then turned his arms against the HammOdite 
Kasim, lord of Algeeiras. He was the weakest of all the 
Berber princes, and was soon compelled to sue for peace. 
Mn'tadid permitted him to reside at Cordova (a,i>. 1058), 

On the completion of this new conquest. Mu 'tad id con¬ 
sidered that the time had come to drop the curtain upon 
the comedy which, following his father's example, lie had 
thus far ployed, and to admit that the pretended Ifisharu 11 
was dead. The reasons which had induced Abu l-KAsim to 
shield himself under the name of this monarch were 110 
longer valid. It was now universally recognised that a 
revival of the old regime was impossible, and that the 
hhidifutc hud fallen, never to rise again. Experience hud 
dissipated all illusions which may have lingered 011 this sub* 
ject. The mat-maker of Calatrava had therefore become 
an entirely useless personage, It may be that this man. 
who showed himself neither to the people nor to the court, 
had lx?en long dead; it njay lie that Mu'tudid,grown weary 
of him, had stain him—as some chroniclers have asserted. 
Only conjectures can he hazarded on this subject, tor the 
prince of Seville, when he chose, could veil bis actions in 
impenetrable mystery, What is certain is that in 1050 
he summoned the principal inhabitants of his Capital, and 
informed them that the K liaiif 1-1 is ham had succumbed, some 
time before, to a stroke of paralysis. He added that pru¬ 
dence had dictated that this event should nut be announced 
publicly, during active warfare, but now that peace reigned, 
the danger of divulging the fact had passed. He then 
ordered the mortal remains of the mat-maker of Colntmva 
to be interred with royal honours, and in his capacity of 
fitijih bp attended ilic obsequies on foot, and without his 
tiu/i'xthi ; 1 he also informed his allies in the East of the 
Kiuiltfs death, and invited them to elect another monarch. 
Naturally, no one thought of taking such a step, Mu'tadid 
then, it Is said, announced that the Kludif bad in bis will 
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appointed him Emir of all Spain, All Mu'tad id’s efforts 
wrrv henceforth directed to the attainment ol this iuMtinn. 
mnl lie determined to seize the former Capital of t he mon¬ 
archy. He wnt destined, however, to meet with it terrible 

troops had alrcailv made several raids on Cordovan 
territory, when, hi 106ft, 1 hr ordered his eldest son. Uina'il, 
the commander of hts army, to occupy the half-mined town 
of Al-ZahriL IsmiVII demurred. For some time he had 
been out of humour with MuMwiid. He complained of 
his father’s harshness and tyrannical temper; he declared 
that lie had often been exposed to U resit danger lor lack of 
a full complement of troops when there was a Imttle to l»c 
fought or ii fortress to he besieged. Ait mribitiou-'i hovcsp 
turer fumed IrajA'U's dkontent. This was Abft/Ahdmlih 
Biffllyflnl, wilt) had migrated from Malaga when that town 
was captured by Hadis. Desiring to become htijib at any 
cost—under whom, or where, I pc eared not—this int riguer 
had endeavoured to imbue Istimui with Uu* idea of rebelling 
against bis father and setting up elsewhere—at Algectros 
for instance—an independent principality. Bizi Ly uni had 
succeeded only too weft: Isnift'lrs irritation at the moment, 
when he received orders to proceed against Al-Ziibru needed 
but u trifling fillip to bring it to a dimnx. and unfortunately 
Mu'tadid again refused to supply his son with additional 
troops. Ismidl in vain pointed out that with the small 
forc« ul Ids disposal he could not cope with such « state .is 
Cordova, and that if Budlb came to the assistance of the 
Cordovans—which lie could scarcely fail to do. since he wax 
Lheir ally—the Scvillan force would be between two tire?.. 
Mu'tadid turned a deaf ear to these expostulations—in his 
rage calling his sou a coward—and deeds nearly took the 
place of words: " If thou ddavest to obey me, ' he cried, 
■* thy head is forfeit t " 

Mortified and indignant, IsrmWl set out, and Bkilytoli 
whom he consulted, easily persuaded tun) that the moment 
liud arrived for carrying out the project mi often discussed 
between tliem. At two days' journey from Seville, Isma'd 
accordingly informed his officers that he bad received « 
letter from his r‘uf lier, enjoining him to return, on business 
of much ini port mice, Then, accompanied by Bizi ly aid and 
some thirty mounted guards, be lolloped in hot haste W 
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Seville. Mu'tad id was nut iu the city, but nt Uk castle of 
Zfibir. uu (lie opposite bonk of the river, and km.Vil found 
the citadel of Seville weakly guarded. lie seiml it during 
the tnight, loaded mules with his Father's treasures, mid to 
prevent any one &om Grossing the river mid bearing the news 
to Zihir, he sunk the craft moored heluw the citadel: then, 
taking with hint Ids mother and the other Indies of the 
seraglio, he set out for Algeciras, 

Notwithstanding, however, the care he- had taken to 
prevent any rumour of his exploit from reaching his fathers 
ears, the latter was informed of it by a trooper of his son's 
retinue, who disapproved of what had been done and swam 
his horse across the Guadokpiivcr. Mir tad id immediately 
ordered detachments of cavalry to scour the country, and 
sent messengers to the Governors of his fortresses. The 
warnings were delivered in good time, and IsmiVll found the 
gates of every fortress shut against him. Ken ring test the 
Castellans should combine to attack him. lie implored the 
protection of liasswdi. Governor of a castle situated on the 
summit of a Jiill on the borders of the district of Sidonn. 
Hussadi consented on condition that I smith I remained at 
the foot of the hill, ami then, descending with his soldiers, 
counselled the young prince to be reconciled with his father, 
at the same time offering his mediation. Seeing that his 
scheme had completely failed, IsnuVil yielded. Mnssadi 
thereupon allowed him to enter the castle, with all the 
honour due to his rank, and at once wrote to MtrUdiiL The 
letter declared that lamadi, repenting of his folly, entreated 
his father's forgiveness. A reply was promptly received 
from Mu'tadid, and proved reassuring, for the prince ex¬ 
pressed his willingness to pardon his son. 

1 smil'd immediately returned to Seville. II is father left 
him in the enjoyment of nil his property, hut kept him 
st rictly guarded, and beheaded Btztlyfim and his accomplices. 
Jsinfihl himself, who knew hut Loo well Jus father's duplic¬ 
ity. believed his pardon only a snare. His mind was made 
tip. Suborning his guards ;iiuJ some slaves, he assembled 
them by night, gave them wine to stimulate their courage, 
and with them scaled a part of the palace which sccnird 
open to surprise, fie Imped to liiiri his father asleep, and 
determined to kill him. Suddenly Mu'tndid appeared nt 
the bend of his IkhIv- guard. The conspirators instantly 
lied. IgadHl contrived to surmount the city wall, hut the 
soldiers rushing in pursuit, took him prisoner. Frenzied with 
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rage, his hither dragged him within the palace, mid dismissing 
all the attendants, slew hint with his own hand. M mud id 
then wreaked hi* vengeance on IsnuVils accompli res, friends, 
sen tints, amt even on the women of Ins harem. Hands, 
feet, and noses were cut off, and executions both public and 
private followed. 

When his anger had cooled, the gloomy tyrant fell a 
prey to sorrow and despair, The son who had rebelled 
against linn, who hud sought his life, who hail robbed hint 
of his treasure and even of his wives, was doubtless very 
guilty, but it was in vain that lit dwelt upon this thought: 
he could not forget how dearly he had loved him—for, with 
all his ruthlessness, the tyrant hud a tender affection for his 
family. In that prudent son, wise iu counsel, intrepid on 
the field of battle, he hud seen the stay of his premature old 
age, and the eon tin ua tor of his work. And now with his 
own hand he had shattered Iris fondest hopes. 

M On the third day after this dreadful catastrophe,’* 
writes a Scvilhui vizier, ** 1 entered the presence-chamber 
with my colleagues, Mu’tadid's countenance was terrible 
to look upon; we trembled with fear, and as we saluted 
him we could scarce stammer a few words. The pH net 
with a piercing glance measured th from head to foot; Llien 
roaring like a lion, he cried: * Wretches I wherefore art 
ye silent? Ye gloat in your hearts over my misfortunes! 
Begone from my sight! * " 

Perhaps for the first time that fierce spirit, that iron 
will, found itself broken ; that apparently invulnerable heart 
haul received a wound which Lime might slowly heal, but of 
which the scar would remain for ever. For tlie moment— 
leaving the He public of Cordova at peace, and in mingled 
joy and surprise at her respite—lie relinquished his vast 
projects; but they slowly revived, and Malaga reawakened 
Ins ambition. 

After lieing thralls for several years to the tyranny of 
Hadis, the Arabs of Malaga doily cursed their oppressor, 
and it was to the prince of Seville that they looked for de~ 
iivenuice. They knew that he also was a tyrant, but of two 
autocrats they preferred him who was of their own race. 
They therefore came to an understanding with Mir tad id, 
and hatched a plot, Hadis himself favoured llicir designs 
by his carelessness, for, sunk in almost ceaseless intoxication, 
he only concerned himself with affairs of state at rare in¬ 
tervals. On the day appointed, a general and irresistible 
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ht llioi, broke out in 1 he Capital uirl b twenty-five for. 
tresses; while simultaneously the SevilLm troops, com- 
miunli] by id.Mu'tamid, son of Mu'tndid. crossed the 
frontier to aid ' lie insurgents. Taken unawares, the Berbers 
were put to the sword; tlu.se who succeeded m escaping 
owed tlmr safety to the promptitude of Lltetr flight, and in 
lesit than a week the whole principality was in the {mods of 
the prince of Seville, Tiic castle of Malaga, garrisoned by 
negroes. was the only stronghold which hail not vet sur¬ 
rendered. Strongly fortified, and * Landing on the summit 
of n mountain, it might hold out for a long time, and it was 
feared that Kadis might profit Uv llie delay and come to the 
assistance of I he IwsiegLd. Such nt least was the opinion 
of the insurrectionary leader*; they therefore advised 
Mu‘tumid to press forward the siege* of the castle, to lie 
T »™. «■<* ri( d to trust implicitly Ute Herlitrs wJu. formed 
so large a part of his army. This advice was prudent, hut 
AluOamid disregarded it. Indolent and unsuspicious, he 
give himself up to be feasted by the populace, who were 
dmrmcd hy ids affnhility, and he lent too ready an ear to 
the llerber officers who l>eing in secret sympathy with 
find faithless to their vomniumfer* assured him lliat 
the castle would soon surrender. The other soldiers, sijs- 
jweting no danger, were oil their guard and lost in self- 
indulgence. 

t his carelessness was fatal. The negroes of the castle 
found means of informing BMis that it would W easy to 
surprise the Sevillati army, and the Granadan troops were 
soon on the march. They Crossed the mountains sit rapidly 
and secretly Llmt they entered Malaga tie fore Mu'tumid 
even suspected their approach. The Granadans had no 
fighting to do; their tusk was merely that of cutting the 
throats of imanned and half-intoxicated soldiers. Mu'tainid 
cst-aj>ed to Honda, but all the principality was onrt more 
mode subject to Radis. 

Mu'tndid s wrath may he imagined when he learnt t hat 
hy his sons culpable negligence, he had lost an armv mid 
a spk-ndid principality! Ordering Mu'tamid to be kept 
prisoner at Honda, the tyrant, forgetful of the remorse 
whieh the murder of his eldest son hud caused liim, now 
thirsted to inflict the death penalty upon IsmA^I’v brother. 

Ignorant of the intensity of his father's rage, Mu’tamid 
sent him poems full of adroit flatteries. He eulogized hb 
generosity and clemency; he endeavoured to console him 
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by recounting his former successes. “ W bat brilliant 
victories hast thou not gained; be wrote, “victories that 
future agCN shall recall; travellers have spread thy fame 
in fnr-ofF buds, and when the Arabs of the Desert aasembk- 
in the moonlight to tell of knightly deeds, it is thine aloue 
that they relate." Mu'tamid tried to exculpate himself by 
throwing all the blnnie upon the treacherous Berbers; he 
painted in the liveliest colours the grief that his failure 
hud caused him. " My >oul trembles, my voice nnd toy 
sight fail me. All colour ha* faded from my cheeks, and 
yet 1 am not sick; my hair is white, although I am yet 
young. Henceforth nothing gives me pleasure; the wine 
cup and the lute have no attraction for me; damsels 
whether coy or alluring have lost their empire over my 
heart, This is not fanaticism. No ascetic am I; nay. 1 
fed the impetuous blood of youth still coursing through 
my veins; but all that could give me pleasure now would 
be" to gain your forgiveness, and to thrust my spear through 
your enemies* hearts." 

Mivtedid softened by degrees, partly influenced by his 
son's verses—for he wan very sensitive to good poetry— 
and partly by the prayers of a pious hermit of Rondo. He 
therefore permitted Mtrtamid to return to Seville, and 
was reconciled to him. But Malaga was irretrievably lostr 
henceforth Hadis was too much on the alert to give 
Mu'tedid another t-himcc of a rt tup de main. It may ah*0 
l>e assumed that the inexorable King of Granada, who 
always journeyed with headsmen in ids train, punished 
by fire, sword, and dungeon the unfortunate wretches who 
had flared to rebel against him, nnd thus cooled the ardour 
of malcontents, 

tu the midst of all their woes, however, they had one 
iiHisotation, and that a keen one—for with their hatred 
of oppression a spice of religions fanaticism was blended— 
the roiisolation, namely, of knowing that Jewish influence 
at the court of Granada was at an end. 

On the death of Samuel, his son Joseph had succeeded 
him. The latter was an able and well-educated malt, hut 
he had not his father's art of earning condonation for the 
loftiness of his position by the modesty of his demeanour. 
Me loved princely ostentation, and when he rode beside 
Melts, monarch and minister were apparelled with equal 
magnificence, Joseph, indeed, was more kingly than the 
king. He completely dominated Radis—who was, in truth. 
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ttldom sober—aunt to prevciu the prince from making 
am iitit tiipl to deprive him of fwwer + he surrounded I hulk 
with spies who reported his lightest word, Joseph wa% 
njitr Momirmilv n lew. It wsls said thuL he held iimlbcr 
the ftirth of his ancestors nor any other—despising them 
all, ft rl ocs not appear that lie openly attacked Judaism, 
?mt he declared publicly that the Prophet s religion ww 
absurd, and he turned many a vase of the Koran into 
ridicule, 

Ity bis pride* lib mrtig&riec, Im irrdiginit and hb con¬ 
tempt of justice, Joseph had offended Arabs, Herbert and 
Jew?; alike Numerous were the crimes imputed to hitn^ad 
jtiHOQg a crowd of enemies on Arab Fakih, Abft Uhak of 
Klvira, 3 was the must prominent After sowing his wild 
i.uits this iiurn liiiti endeavoured to obtain a position at 
Court suitable to his birth | but he had been thwarted by 
Joseph* who banished hint- A hit I dink then turned Fftkih, 
and full of hatred against Joseph, he launched the following 
v indent poem against the Jews in gen end: 


,J Gu. my m™*vnurr t j.s. mid rtLnlc ihw wimk to nil flu 1 Mnbvjitn— 
lUr fUQ 1Q0QUH anil Iluii>i Ilf tmr days—thu-i word* ihT * qhui wluHoveth 

jJirm, who pitjctli Xhrm, nmJ who Miottrth lEijeL he would fkll In kin 
rcI^ioiuicliHii!i if lie? did no! piv-f (futlti idtitaiw count? k : 

fr Ycnir matter hath done .■ di^d m which lila iU-wiilu-n rvjoli\ ! . ilifiq^h 
hi <vndd rhfflr^ii u minister ki liL vccs, kv hath clieMcii Ah kiiidd I 

11 ltu tij_;I l 11 1 i>i fuinistrf» the Jrw^ tsuUtfnjitllile oaten-ds, fmwv lufuicji ijrf’a.i. 
Innk,. hih! thrif pride ami irnt^itci k.ium 00 kiLimJ>, Wln-u tIipt 
r 1|* rti-d it tlirj have nldwmrd UiHr d^rel fchnjr )%vc nikiumd 

Ihi’ iuglicat bimujr\ f th*l ihr i'll tit tfw among il*™- iitibdh'Tvr? to-day 
rtekuiH anjcuig hi> menials a uudlJtmjr of jiltm niul tit: 1 out Moatmi*. 
Am] all till* tioi hy \my efforts of their own Say* be who hath mlbzd 
Uo ni y« hi^h bi n man af mi r own n-LIgtan! Ah, why did he not follow 
die rajxmplr Jiim lay dwout print™ of tlie days jguuc by> Why did 
mrt humid? thr- ,/cw* and brent them iw the viltst of morttiU f Then in 
drove* tliey w«uld hnvr 1- ti nmufit' tis m Ufd-* the thfgi:i .if nrrr 

■virno^n mie] dj^hno : (hen I hoy would mit Eovn uur oohlc ■ with 

41 id *^]r rainti wi th senro ^ (kea would ssot thi^i vile crminrrH 
hnre mu by our dt|^ und Hthim with the imbln of our mwrt. 

“ U llidh, thou art 4 JlfljL^riOiLH man 1 and thy LMtjjcdttlT» .iUff v *:iy tfKrtJi; 
Jiiiw thru WiM thou blind to thr rvri which mmU tm door hy these 
diTtitcn]* wild Jeft up their J*iorn% in thy i!ciniinhi)u F Mini isiuhlm ihmi nhow 
jif. etum fii r thci-i lu^laitU trim hnvr made Ihi.-e udioma Lit meuV tight F 
Hi sir i r .iiist 1! ttm InifK 11 1- r»*jldi,h Thy r wkeo these wretchr? puli 
-’'wo km; t! 1 uu buildt up ' - taunt Unm i4liiee- *odi ^<iatdrnoi L In 

& fi3Uin f anil iiinkt him ihy famdiar friend ? Ilu*! tliow fur^otten how 
Us.nl tk*“ AlmJ^iity hath *nLsf in hn Bfiffc that we thnulit have im> feUownhip 
with Ilie ungudlj ? Take uul mnrb mtii fne thy min liters „ hut altwrichm 

1 A Tltvlphitr 3 diml IfTfW, < f. i llA£m, t. |tp, fll* M 
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thrm lit ruiV fur ihr wtltilp r*rth mdh tfiit JiLfnkltt them —hit [unpf will 
Kl qimk*? mid wr sU.lU »!1 pariah, Turn thinr rym ti* other trail rad 
hehnilii how til#: Jrm art- ttnalcd litlfl krpt Whrfnftfi: 

ilcml ihuu jtlujir raoUlC-T €0Urtc F lliUu, O prince b^lnVrc) uf tliv people 
dt.TKxndi.id fitnij 1 line «f kirag5 n thnu who lurfrtsacft thy ronteirqionmes evra 
4 « thine anenitort iiirpn^cd their* p- 

" 1 aim* to Gmnudiir ami there I Lx-fie Id tllr- dews n:ig»liLft. Tli*y SullI 
[kircelhd oat the province cum] the capita) between them: rvrrywhrre 
frlrr of llsw itemized tllleil. They roJlrtlttl thi- fixes, I hey pflddr * 0 * nl 
eheirfp tliej wetf jmppLutMi&ly eLnd/while jour cormenUi- o Moilenis, were 
■dil nmi uom-owt AH the keercits* cf the state were known t» them; 
yet d folly th put tnihi in traitor- F Whife lurlirvrr* ile the brcjul of 
poverty, they diisud ilelicately iu tbr pajurt. lliey tuivo Aupplnnted 
vou m yonr milder h fovour, O Mmlrms, and will yon not opjMv-r tin-in ? 
wni ftm Hiitfrr thorn H I'lliy H[ntijj1iLer oxen rail xh*eji hi mir market*, 
rad you eat willlim* «-.miple ihr. ljr-.h of Itenat* uric I cm j in Lhelr eyed 1 1 
The chief of these npi s hath oilomed lun maosum with inenutatimn ot 
mar|jW P and Uath mud* fountain- whetire Uiinml water* Sow; *nd while 

ttc kLaoil Waiting at the -aU- lie sfrnHi* at Hi mm i>Lir frliifimi. Great (join 

whit if i -sgrawi! If 1 were to sny that he <* is rich is thra art, U my 
hiiip, K dumkl speak troth. Ah, hraten to day him, and offer him uji as 
h ImrntHDtftring .1 Sacrifice him, fur he 3i 1 fat mm ! upmT not lib Idnifulk 
and his friends for they too luwc heaped op grrat rwhrr, Take their 
wealth ; thou who h^\ more right to it them if icy, ThJ nk lurt tluit It 
would be treachery to iky them t Nay, but true treachery Is it to lufrr 
thi-IO to tit nt high plaiXK limy hnvv Ln)ktn tficir rqveiwat with ui; 
who lhi !i irciLiiiJ iL-ut to hJ.iiM <■ rin r if thnu pttliidh-st the perjurm : tfow 
c^if] wc thrive if we live In the tliadc rad the jews duide u* with the glmy 
of their pndt f Com pared with lEirm we are dcflpjjB*!* and it nii^hiE br 

dtirturd that wc the iticktil ami they aix dir rig h teem 1 .1 Suffer tile in 
no longer tu entreat u-t tlnifl. for thon imi- t annwj-r t■ f n , for tlmlr mtidurL 
Bw in mi mi that our day tlnm inn t render ioxoimt tn tin: £tem*l for 
thy ireaUiMmi ef u*i hi 1 ! dmsen rn’ocdc. for whum m k^i ap rrwhdbm 
fefiei ty l" 

Thin poem hud little effect upon Hadis, who reposed 
limitless confidence in Joseph, hut. it h&d m profound effect 
among the Her hers. They swore to compass the Jew's do 
struct ion. and the ring-leaders of the eonspiwicy spread abroad 
a rumour that Joseph had sold himself to Mii‘tasini, King 
of Almeria, with whom the Granadans were then ai W- 
W lien others, ler ^ credulous ami less blinded by passion, 
asked what reason Joseph could possibly have for "bet rayin': 
a prince whom he entirely controlled, it was replied that 
when tiie Jew hud compassed the death of Hadis ami had 
ban deal over his dominions to M irtasim, lie would also rid 
Jiinisdf of the Utter and mount the throne. It is scarcely 
necessary to say that this was mere calumny. The fact i> 
tlmt the Itcrbers wanted a pretext for overthrowing Joseph 


1 HtrhrrrkE 4 ftp 380 , Jix*i. 
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iimf plundering the Jews, upon whose wealth they Imd ]u t m 
ntst greedy eyes. Believing that they hud at W fbw3 
iU ™ A they raised u riot and attacked the rovnl 

G ™ whe r re J ««P^ J“ti taken refuge, To escape their 
1 , f " r >' Joseph hid himself in a charcoal cellar, where he 
blackened luntseir as it disguise; hut he was discovered, put 
to death, and fastened to a cross. The Granadans then pro¬ 
ceeded to massacre the other Jews mi d plunder their dwell¬ 
ings, about four thousand persons falling victims to their 
fanatical hatred {December so, 1066), 
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clad in the vestments of :t bishop .stood before me. " l 
know/ said he, * wherefore thou and thy cninpimiuns have 
come hither ; hut suite it is not in accordance with the 
Divine Will that this city should iw mortified by the depar¬ 
ture of S. Justa, ami since God, in His infinite mercy, never* 
the less wills th not that thy companions should go empty 
away, He giveth them my body/ * Who, then, art thou 
who speakest to me?' I asked. ‘I am the Doctor of 
Spain/ he replied. ‘ and formerly l whs chief of the priests 
of this city • 1 I am Isidore,' With these words he vanished, 
aiul awaking I prayed God that if this vision was from Him, 
He would vouchsafe that it should visit uu- three times. 
Twice more the vision returned ; twice more the old mao 
spike the swnr words, and the third lime he pointed out 
the place where his body lies, striking the ground thrice 
with his staff, and adding ; * Here, here, here, shall thou 
find my body ; and that thou mayst know tliat no vain phan¬ 
tom spesketh with thee, a sign shall be given thee: as soon 
a-s my hones are taken from the ground an incurable malady 
will seize thee, and quitting thy mortal body, thou shalt 
join us, crowned with the crown of the just.* And with 
these words the vision faded." 

A 1 Vitus and It is companions then proceeded to Mirtadid s 
palace, related the vision, and requested liis permission to 
remove the body of S, Isidore instead of that of S. dusta. 
The bishop's narrative must have made a strange impres¬ 
sion upon the prince, A seeptie and a mocker, Mirtodid 
held all religions in equal disdain, and believed in two 
things only — astrology and wine.* He nevertheless listened 
with imperturbable gravity to the bishop's long harangue, 
and when «t was ended, he exclaimed, in accents of profound 
sorrow : 41 Alas, if I give thee Isidore, what is left to me ? 
Ntvertlieks*, God's will be done. Never could I refuse 
aught to one so venerable. Seek, then, the Ifody of Isidore 
and bear it away, heedless of my regrets," The crafty Arab 
saw how he could turn to account the piety of the Christians, 
n weakness at which he laughed in Ins sleeve. Now that 
he had a tribute to pay, lie realized that if he feigned to 
attach a high value to rches—if he did not allow them to 

* s. IiidtN (Itiihmi tlupiliAilit 11 BnIUoiii Daittr Httpnlinn)," 

■vn> «sJC, If In I n#H v l*T lit (h< < iUigat>l iliiiM’ofhit l>rwWr f S. 

Mid |,U S. f-Iorodtina, Aria . April 1. 
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U wrung from him savr-, so to speak, in self-defence they 
might be made extremely useful. He resolved to uct like a 
debtor who. when pressed to liquidate his debt, proffers ns part 
payment some worthless curio which he induces his creditor to 
aooept as n rare antique of extraordinary value. And so he 
played bus part, for when the bishop of Astorgs—-whose 
colleague A1 vitus was now dead—was art the point of set* 
ting out for Seville with Isidore’s remains, Mu'tumid met 
the cortege, threw 1 upon the sarcophagus n covering of bro¬ 
cade adorned with arabesques of exquisite workmanship, 
and with deep sighs, exclaimed: “Art thou then about to 
leave us, O venerable Isidore? Thou knowest bow close 
was the friendship that united usJ"* 

The following year, Knu, was » disastrous one for 
. Modems. Coimbra surrendered to Fernando after a 
siege of six months. 1 By flic terms of the capitulation. 

than five thtHi^iKid defenders of the town were Imsided 
over to the victor; the rest were driven from their homes 
with barely enough money for their journey. Nor was this 
nil: the Moslems dwelling between the Dtmro and the 
Mood ego were banished from the country. Fernando then 
turned bb arms against the kingdom of Valencia, over 
which the weak and indolent ‘Aid d-Malik. who had suev- 
ceedfd his father *Abd ah'Aiiz in lOfil, than reigned. Siege 
was laid to the capital, hut the Castilians, seeing that It 
would be difficult to storm, had recourse to n stratagem to 
deprive it of its defenders. They made a feint of retiring, 
and the Valencia ns sallied forth in pursuit, clad in festal 
attire—so sure did they make of victory. Their rashness cost 
them dear. Near Patoms, on the left of the road leading 
k ° ni ^ a j ien 9 * to Murcia, they were unexpectedly attacked 
by the t asti linns. Most of the Vnlenchms were slain, ht>H 
(heir king owed his safety on ly to the speed of his horse. The 
capture of the fortress of Bariuistro. one of Hit most import* 
nut strongholds in the North-east, was also a grievous blow. 

tell into the hands of an army of Nun nans.* and the van¬ 
quished met with a terrible fate. The garrison surrendered 

Jhi* moult -.f r-t-U’r- ihti mi Ui# p*T*}ir*l 

iUShnt-jlr ni Thu tempi mom uf Wviiu* 

“ Set MM*V, Oil ftfrf, eA-i2!,u>/. t 
4 Uridn will ZAfAgtiTA 

t u Wllllllilt ]^. acconillitf Ili tbo Hnryjiip bf " Lhe CO bn murder flf tint tivilry 
J ftGtar'"— K&H Khrut (or ftt'nwiji. This wmt le Unv* Wo (iuilliuma 

J 1 »W|ialli #hb *afl in Lb* lerricO af [’upe AlftiiTider J1 {lAtiL-JLH&jk For i 
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DEATH UF Mr'T.UHl) 

rnHE rest of Moslem Spain was not loss disturbed than 
JL the South: everywhere a tierce struggle for the frag¬ 
ments of tile Khulifate was in progress; and now n Howl 
ws is rising in 'lie North which threatened to overwhelm nil 
the Moslem States in the Peninsula. 

For half 11 century the Christian Kings had been too 
much occupied with their own troubles to assume the uHcii* 
dve ; but, about 1055 , a change had taken place, Fernando 
i. lung of Castile and Leon, at length found himself able 
to throw all his forces against the Saracens, who, it was 
obvious, were not in a condition to resist him. Fortune 
at length favoured the Christians ; thev possessed what their 
enemies lin ked —a warlike spirit and religious enthusiasm 
Fernaildo's coiujucsts were therefore rapid and brilliant. I le 
wrenched from Muzaffiar, Rndnjox, Viseu and Lnmcgo (a.h. 
IUJ7), took from the King of Zarfcgoz* the fortresses snmJi 
of tile Uouro, made n formidable raid into the territory of 
Marinin of Toledo, mid advanced as far its Alcala de I i enures. 
The inhabitants of this town informed their sovereign Lliat 
if he did not hasten to their assistance they must surrender. 
Too weak to repulse the enemy, Mamfm adopted the most 
prudent course: presenting himself before Fernando he 
offered the king an iiuincn.se ijuantity of gold, silver and 
precious stones, anti, following the example of the rulers 
of ILdnjoz and J^arugo/.a, acknowledged himself Ids vassal 
and trihutary. 

Mn* tad id's turn then came. In UM8 Fernando Imrneti 
the villages in tile territory of Seville, and such was the im¬ 
potence of the Modem States, that M u/tedid—although be 
was indisputably the most powerful sovereign in Andalusia 
—deemed it prudent to follow Miimun's example. 
therefore visited the Christian camp, offered splendid gift' 
to Fernando, and begged the king to spare his realm. Fer¬ 
nando seems not to have fathomed the craft and cruelty 
of the man with whom he was dealing. White Inur and a 
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U , ;nk led forehead gave Mu-Mid « venerable aspect, though 
he "le, not more than forty-seven years old; the cares and 
toils of ambition, excesses, and perhaps remorse, had pre¬ 
maturely aged him, 1 It is. therefore, siweiv surprising 
thst the King of t astile was touched by his entreaties; hut 
thinking it advisable to take counsel With the nobles and 
bishops of his kingdom, lie summoned them to debate upon 
tiie conditions which should be imposed on Mu*tadid. The 
assembly decided thai the King of Seville should undertake 
to pay an mutual tribute, anti deliver op to envoys whom 
Fernando would send for the purpose, the body ofS. Justa 
—s virgin and martyr under the Roman persecution. Mu'ta- 
did having accepted these terms, Fernando withdrew his 
army, and, on returning to Lean, sent Alvftus, 1 bishop of 
the t'npiUil. find Ordofio. bishop of Astorgn, to Seville. 

These prelates hod a twofold task to perform: namely, 
to convey the Saint's remains to Leon, and to settle the 
details of the tribute. 1 n fortunately I heir endeavours to 
discover S. .Fusta's relics were fruitless. “ It is evident, mv 
brethren,'” said A 1 vitus to his colleagues, '* that unless divine 
merry comes to our aid. we shall return disappointed from 
nur arduous journey. I ,et tis r then, implore of God, during 
three days of fasting mid prayer, that He will vouchsafe to 
reveal to us the hidden treasure that we seek." The 
Christians accordingly spent three days in supplication and 
fasting, much to the detriment of the health of AI vitus, 
who was ailing when he reached Seville, On the morning 
of the fourth day AI vitus called together his companions, 
and thus addressed them ; '* Dearly beloved, let us return 
heartfelt thanks to God, who, of His mercy, hath vouchsafed 
that our journey should not be fruitless," Heaven forbids 
tl!S « it is true, to take hence the r emain s of the blessed Justa, 
blit vqu shall lwar with you to your country, a gift not less 
precious—the body of the blessed Isidore, who wore the 
cpi seopxt mitre in this city, and who by his words mid works 
Lrlorilied id) Spain, i desired, my brethren, to watch and 
pray throughout a]] the night that is past, but as f sat 
oppressed by fatigue sleep overcame me. A venerable figure 

j ’ n "' "'ti'ik ufSiJtMGiU* Lim " fi»uiLr,i)i." 

, Jl i«* uni! Jturmn, patmpi mint* or S /ilJo, rvi'ii-ail th toll *-irthrn r+*>*U 
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chul in tlie vestments ui' a bishop stood before me. *1 
know,' said lie. 1 wherefore thou and thy companions have 
come hither; but since it is not in accordance with the 
Divine WiU that this city should 1>e mortified by the depar¬ 
ture of S, .(tisla, and since (»od. in His infinite mercy,never¬ 
theless tv illetli not that thy companions should go empty 
away, He givetli them my body/ * Who, then, art thou 
who speabest to me ? 1 1 asked. * 1 am the Doctor of 
Spain.' he replied. ’ and formerly ] was chief of the priests 
of this dty l am Isidore.' W ith these words he vanished, 
and awaking I prayed find that if tins vision was from Him, 
He would vouchsafe that it should visit me three times. 
Twice more the vision returned ; twice more the old man 
spoke the same words, and the third time lie pointed out 
the place where his lmdy lies, striking the ground thrice 
with his staff, and lidding; * Merc, here* here, shall thou 
find my body; and that thou mnyst know that no vain phan¬ 
tom speak till with thee, a sign shall lie given thee; as soon 
as my bones are taken from the ground an incurable malady 
will seize thee, and quitting thy maria! body, thou shalt 
join us, crowned with the crown of the just,' And with 
these words the vision faded." 

Alvitns and his companions then proceeded to Mu*tadid's 
palace, related the vision, and requested his permission to 
remove the body of S. Isidore instead of that of S. Justn. 
The bishops narrative must have made a strange impres¬ 
sion upon the prince. A sceptic and a mocker, Miftadid 
held all religions in equal disdain, and believed in two 
things only — astrology and wine.* He nevertheless listened 
with imperturbable gravity to the bishop’s long harangue, 
and when it was ended, he exclaimed, in accents of profound 
sorrow; “Alas, if 1 give thee Isidore, what is left to me ( 
Nevertheless, Cods will be done Never could I refuse 
aught to one 51* venerable. Seek, then, the body of Isidore 
and bear it away, heedless of my regrets,” The crafty Arab 
>aw how he could turn to account the piety of the Christians, 
:i weakness nt which be laughed in Ids sleeve. Now* that 
he hod a tribute to pay, he realized that if he feigned U> 
attach » high value to relics—if he did not allow them to 

1 H- |aidu*<? {fojdfinu H 11 Kt i n* IlHpaaiiinimr 
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lie wrung from him nave, so to speak, in selfcdefenee thev 
rmi'lit he made extremely mefrd. He resolved to net like a 
debtor who, wlittt pressed to liquidate his debt proffers as nan 
payment some wort hies* m rb which he induces his creator to 
a^ept us u rare antique of extra ordinary value. Arid so he 
played his part, for when the bishop'of Astoria—whose 
colleague Ah'it ns was now dead—was on the iroint of set¬ 
ting out tor Seville with Isidore’s remains. Mu tumid met 
the cortege, t hrew upon the sarcophagus a covering of bro¬ 
cade adorned with arabesques of exquisite Workmanship, 
mid with deep sighs, exclaimed: “ Art tliou then about to 
leave us, O venerable Isidore? Thou knmvest how close 
was the friendship that united us I” 1 

Ihr following year. I 064 , was a disastrous one for 
the Moslems, Coimbra surrendered to Fernando after n 
siege of six months By the terms of the capitulation 
more than five thousand defenders of the town were handed 
over to the victor; the rest were driven from their homes 
with barely enough money for their journey. Nor was this 
all r the Moslems dwelling between the Doiiro and the 
Moiidego were banished from the country, Fernando then 
turned his arms against the kingdom of Valencia, over 
which the weak and indolent ‘Abd nl-Malik, who had suc¬ 
ceeded his father *Abd al-'Airiz in 1061, then reigned. Siege 
was laid Lo the capital, but the Castilians, seeing that ft 
would be difficult to stonn. had recourse ton stratagem to 
deprive it of its defenders. They made a feint of retiring, 
and the Valencmns sallied forth in pursuit, clad in festal 
attire—so sure did t hey make of victory. Their rashness cost 
them dear. Near Paterna, on the left of the road lending 
Irani \ alencia to Murcia, they were unexpectedly attacked 
by the Cftstiliniis. Most of the ValL-nciaus were slain, and 
their king owed his safety only to the speed of his horse. The 
■■'apture of the fortress of Barbu vtro, J one of the most import- 
‘Uit strongholds in the North-east, was also a grievous blow. 

It fell into the hands of an army of Normans, 4 and the van- 
q ui.shcd met with a terrible fate. The garrison surrendered 
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on the condition tirot their lives should he spared, but on 
emerging from the town, they were almost nil massacred. 
The inhabitants were no belter treated. They too hud 
obtained an amnesty, and were preparing to quit the 
town, when the commander of the t'hristiaus*. disquieted by 
their numbers, ordered his troops to thin the ranks of the 
fugitive!*. The carnage which ensued did not cease unlit six 
thousand victims Imd [jerished. He then ordered all house¬ 
holders to return to the city with their wives and children. 
They obeyed, tuid then the Normans divided Llie spoil 
■* Had) knight who received a house for his share, write* » 
contemporary Arab author, “received in addition all that it 
contained—women. children, and money ; and the master 
of the house was his thrall. The householder was subjected 
to tortures of every kind, to reveal treasure alleged to l« 
concealed Sometimes the Moslem expired under these 
torments, and this of a truth was his good fortune; for if he 
survived, worse pains were in store for turn, seeing that the 
infidel*, hv ft refinement of cruelty, took delight in violating 
the wives anil daughter* of the prisoners before the eyes ot 
their husbands and fathers Loaded with fetters, the infer¬ 
able men were forced to lie present ;it these horrible Scenes, 
sobbing and heart-(when.” fortunate it wav for the 
Moslems tint the Normans soon quitted Spain, to enjoy in 
their own country the immense riches which they had amassed 
Only a weak garrison was left at Ikirbastro. 1 and Muktftdir 
of Zaragoza, after receiving from Mu 4 taditl a reinforcement 
of five hundred horsemen, took advantage of this fact to 
recapture the town hi the spring of the following year ft 045). 

Fernando, however, did not relax his efforts to regain 
possession of Valencia, and although the king df that town__ 
had been reinforced by his father-in-law, Maiin’m of Toledo, 
lit found ItitiLvidf in a perilous plight, when Fernando fell 
ill. and was obliged to return to Leon, 'Abd al-JUalik> 
however, had no great cause for congratulation, for in 
Novel idler be was dethroned and imprisoned in n for trop¬ 
hy bis father-in-law, who in corpora tail Valencia with hi* 
own territories. 

Noun alter wards, death delivered the Moslems from their 
most formidable adversary, 1 trove, pious, and virtuous, 
Fernando had been a model king: a saintly death crowned 
his noble life. On arriving at Leon (Saturday. December S4)« 
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he immediately resorted for prayer t.) the church which be 
hurt dedicated to S, Isidore, convinced that the moment 
was tit hand when ins body would lie laid nt rest within its 
walls. After taking some hours of repose in bis palace he 
returned at mght to the church, where the prints were 
celebrating with solemn chants the festival of the birth of 
U j |LsU Winl when they intoned, according to the liturgy of 
loledo, the last nocturn of the Matin*’'the Advent l nobi*. 
he king mingled his tceble voice with theirs. At earlv 
driwit he asked tliein to say Mass, and I laving received the 
isuehamt, he was conducted back io his couch with djffi- 
njlty, supported by his attendants. 

On t he morning oi lIig morrow, Fernando was nrnvol in 
tns kmgiy robes and borne b 8 ek to the church, where he 
kJlL ' k bdorc the alUr. ond r laying down hi*royal taautlfi ;u,d 
erowii exclaimed in a dear voice : ■■ Thine are the kingdom 
? nd ™ P?wer, O Lord I Thou art King nf kings; thine 
rs the dominion over the heavens and the earth. To Thee I 
Itiuitr back that which Thou gavest, and which J have 
jfovtfrutMi during J hy dUiur pk'.LSure* Receive. f prisy Tliw* 
luy s.Mil delivered from the abyss of this world. 1 ’ Lying 
prostrate upon the pavement, he implored forgiveness of his 
M ' l i’ 'yeeived the extreme unction «t the hands of a bishop, 
and then, dud in sackcloth. and with asthe* on Iris head, 
awaited death with an expression of faith and resignation, 
jhi the next day, Tuesday, at the hour of Sejitr he yielded 
llls sw ^ to seeming to fall asleep with a calm and smiling 

coantenance. 


Shortly afterwards another death took place: not that 
VJ , a ^hit. Mu'tudid of Seville expired on Saturday, 
K bn fury 28, J mu. Two years before, he had incorporated 
t-imnona with his kingdom, and a little later had Inid the 
^notlicr murder upon hi* soal hy stabbing with 
own hand a Sevillan patrician. Aim Hnfs Hauzimi. 
-1u‘tadid. s mind during tiie closing years of his life was u 
j«TCv i.u gloomy presentiments. It was not that lie feared 
Mint, the throne which he had established by craft and treachery 
'J. 01 , succumb to the attacks of the Castilians; the pre¬ 
diction of his astrologers, already referred to—that It is dynasty 
^>uld lie overthrown by men not born in the lVnjnvnh— 
directed his apprehensions cLsc where, For long he hart 
wheved tiiat Lh esc strange rs were his neigh Hours, the 
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Iterhcrs; but lie had no sooner exterminated them and 
flattered himself that he had arrested the judgment of the 
stars, than he begun to suspect that lie had been mistaken. 

On the other side of the Straits, a vast host of barbarians, 
summoned from their native deserts by a kind of prophet, 
was marching to the conquest of Africa with the rapidity 
and enthusiasm of the early Moslems, In these fanatics— 
whom the Spaniards named Almoravides"—Mu'Udid saw 
the future conquerors of Spain, and no arguments could 
dissipate the fears with which they inspired him. One day 
when he was reading again and again a letter which he had 
received from Sak&t, prince of Ceuta, hi forming him that 
the advance-guard of the A1 mornvides bud encamped in the 
plain of Morocco, one of his Viziers exclaimed : “ Why should 
this news cause you uneasiness, my lord f Truly that same 
plain of Morocco is a hue place Lo dwell in. compared with 
our glorious Seville! What if these barbarians have en¬ 
camped there J lie tween us and them ill ere lie deserts and 
great armies, and the waves of the sea,” “lam convinced,’ 
replied Mu‘tudid, “that one day they will come hither; 
and it may be that thou unit live to see it* Write instantly 
to the Governor of Algeciras, order him to strengthen the 
fortifications of Gibraltar, bid him be on his guard and 
watch with the utmost vigilance events on the other side of 
the Straits," Then fixing his gaze on his sons, he added: 

'* Who eon tell upon which of us the threatened blow will 
fall t On you or on me *" " Father/ 1 cried Mirtamid. m»v 
God spare thee at my expense t Let Him visit me with all 
the misfortunes, whatever they may be, which He destined 
for thee! w 

Five days before his death, feeling depressed in body __ 
and mind. Mm tad id sent for one of his singers, a Sicilian, 
and bode him sing—it mattered not what. The prince had 
determined to regard as a presage the words of the soiig 
chosen. The singer happened to select one of those sweet 
yet melancholy ditties in which Arabic literature is so rich, 
beginning thus; 


' Eojoy tliy Tifr while thou mnjfoi. Cor -.i^m it will be ptitlstl t 
M tapir- thrmCire wine with iiure water, tnv brkivcd, *ti< 1 brtap •* 
hither ’ 11 

( If till*, tniif, ts,- ,MiiA fii.A ,■«. it,.* I*,, m tiinoiilul 


1 tfni# cunvcll^, “Ihe Muraviuet, ' Ar at- UurM.-it-iU, ‘ J lha*a c«i»act*tail la 
tfca -«er*lf* of tied, ' wheuce tli* modern •’ MntiMnn- 
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I Vo days later (Thursday, February 25 ), the dentil of a 
daughter nit om W adored— for as hail been stated, his jiffec- 

Z^ r :vr ld ™' d *&K hn cruelt}', was profound—In- 
iheted a bitter wound On the evening of Friday he 
attended the funeral, almost heart broken. When' the 
ceremony was at an end, lie complained of a violent pain 
m lus head. A hemorrhage followed, which nearly choked 

mm. 11 k physician imhed to bleed him. Hut M trtadid_ 

an unruly patient—bade Film wait until the next day The 
i slay hastened Ins death, for on the morrow, Saturday, the 
hemorrhage was renewal with greater violence, and after 
becoming speechless, Mu'iadid espiml. 

His son Mu-tumid, whose romantic career remains to be 
related, succeeded him. 

[Atmnjnnva: M-il SU c. HT, HjMjJ. JJ4-100, 105-4; Cbrm. CW t 
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CHAPTER IX 
Vtu-TAMN) AN1) 1UN' ’A MM All 


B ORN in LO-iO. Mu'tamid, rtt the age of only eleven or 
twelve, hud been appointed by his father Governor of 
Huelva. Not long afterwards lie nominally commanded 
the SevNJan army besieging Silver and there lie became 
acquainted with an adventurer, only nine years older than 
himself, who was destined powerfully to influence his 
career. 

The name of this adventurer was I hit “Ammar. Born 
m a village near Stives, of poor and obscure A rab parents, 
he had commenced his education by studying literature nt 
Silves* and Cordova; he then led a wandering life in Spain, 
earning his bread by composing panegyric'* for all who 
could pay for them; for although poets of repute would 
have scorned to compose poems for any save princes and 
viziers, this indigent young man, unknown and ill-clad, who 
aroused mingLxi merriment mid pity by his gabardine and 
skid heap, 3 thought himself lucky if some wealthy parvenu 
deigned to throw him a few crumbs in exchange fur verses 
which were not without merit. One day he reached Silves 
in dire distress, not knowing how to obtain provender fur 
his mule, his faithful companion in privation. Fortunately 
he remembered n. citizen able to assist him. if he would—a 
rich merchant of the town, who, though uncultured, hud 
vanity enough to appreciate an adulatory ode. The poor 
poet wrote one, ami sent it to his prospective patron, HI* 
forming him of his distress. The gratified merchant sent 
the poet a sack of barley. Tim 'Anunir on receiving so 
paltry a gift, thought that the merchant might at least nave 
tilled the sack with wheat; hut the barley was a boon, and 
it will be seen in the sequel that the poet did not fail t° 
siiow his gratitude to bis tanefaetor. 

Before Tong Urn 1 AmmAr’s poetic talent became known, 
and procured him the honour of an introduction to Mu'tamid- 

1 (Jr Philip (»■ FWmga,h. 
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He :it once took the Princes fancy, and since they wens 
both lovers ol‘ pleasure, of advent ores of every Li ml and. 
above all, of good poetry. »u intimate friendship was soon 
established between them. Accarditiglv. when Silver had 
lieti raptured, and MirtatnhJ Eutd been appointed its 
Governor, he promptly created « Venerate for his friend 
and entrusted him with the administration of the pro¬ 
vince. 

The memory of those happy days spent at Stives, that 
enchanted spot where every one was a poet , 1 and which is 
still collet! the “ Paradise of Portugal," never laded from 
Mu‘tarn id's mind. Love had not yet found a way into Jus 
heart ; lively fancies sometimes possessed lus imagination, 
hut they vanished without leaving a lasting impress. For 
Iiim it was a time of enthusiastic friendship, and to this 
sentiment, he iimocenLly abandoned himself with all the 
ardour <»t Ids years. Ibn ‘Amtniir, not having been hrought 
up like the Prince in wealth and luxury, but having, on the 
contrary, been familiar from his earliest days with struggles, 
cruel disappointments, and poverty, had an imagination less 
fresh, less joyous, less youthful; lie could not refrain from 
■! vein of irony ; on many points he was a sceptic. One 
Friday the two friends were proceeding to the mow pic, 
when Mirtainid. hearing the muezzin announcing the hour 
of prayer, improvised u verse, asking Ibn 'Ammar to add 
another rhyming with it: " ilurk! the mue/ziu niinmmccth 
the hour of prayer I ” “ And trusteth that therefore God 
will forgive him his many sins I ” added Ibn *Auimflr. 
“ May he find happiness, since he beareth witness to the 
truth !“ continued tin- Prince; “ Provided that he believcth 

,_ in his heart Unit which his tongue ultereth!" retorted the 

Vizier with a smile. 

It was a strange fact, hut explicable when it is re¬ 
membered how early he hid learnt to know and mistrust 
men, that Ibn "Arnmsr doubted even the limitless tender’ 
nof the young Prince’s friendship. Do what he would, 
he could not banish dark presentiments which invaded his 
soul—especially at carousals, for he was moody over his 
cups. In connection with this subject, an incident Is related 
which, though a very singular one. seems authentic, since 
it rests an the best possible evidence, namely that of 
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Mu'tamid and Ibn \-\rumn.r themselves. 1 One day. the 
story runs, M.u‘tamid invited Ibn 'Ammir to supper. 
After an evening of more than wonted revelry, when the 
other guests hud withdrawn, the Prince begged the Vizier not 
to leave him: the Lvtter obeyed, and soon they both yielded 
to dumber, Ibn ‘Ammar had not long been asleep before 
he heard a voice saying: 11 Unhappy man, one day he will 
slay theel” The Vizier started up m a fright: but after 
seeking to bnmslt from his mind these dark imaginings, 
which he attributed to the fumes of wine, he at length 
again fell asleep. For the second and the third time he heard 
the same ominous words- Convinced that the warning was 
supernatural, he could endure the situation no longer, 
and rising noiselessly, he wrapped himself in a mat and 
crouched in a comer of the porch, determined to escape 
as soon as the gates were opened, and then to gain a sea-port 
and embark for Africa. 

Mu'tarriid, however, on awaking and missing Ms 
friend, uttered & cry of alarm which aroused tire attendants. 
The palace was ransacked for the missing Vizier, Mu* him id 
himself directed the search. Wishing to ascertain whether 
the door had been ojiened, he entered the porch where 1 bn 
•Atnmflr was concealed. The latter betrayed himself by 
aii involuntary movement beneath the mat which covered 
him. "What stirs beneath that mat?” cried Mu'tnmid, 
Hildas the servants ran up Ibn * Am mar emerged, it truly 
pitiful object, scantily clad, trembling in every limb, mid 
with downcast eyes blushing for shame. 

Seeing him. Mu'tumid burst into tears, " Oh, Abb 
Bakr!" he cried, “why dost thou act thus?” Then, 
seeing that his friend continued to tremble, he led him 
gently into his chamber and tried to draw from him the 
secret of bis strange conduct. For a long time his attempts 
were fruitless. A prey to a violent nervous paroxysm, due 
partly to fear and partly to the absurdity of his position, Ibn 
'Ammar laughed and wept by turns. At length, growing 
calmer, he confessed aft. Mu'tarriid merely ridiculed his 
avowal. “ Dear friend,'’said lie, clasping his hand affection¬ 
ately, “the fumes of wine clouded thv brain, and thou hadst 
a nightmare—'twos nothing more 1 Dost thou think it could 
ever enter my heart to slay thee—thee, my life and my 
sou)? Nny, that would be suicide! And now dismiss 

. 1 «MV4bU fllTH it in Ibn 'Arntn jr> »onit, ami lfea ft a w i iTTi ** h* 
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tlicsc ugly dtwnis fmn thy mind, and speak of them 
. " IUn ‘Afurrulr, 1 ' says an A mb historian, 

V 1 H«* adventure: ;, m J vet. when mnm 

days ijad ini'I its lmd rolled by. that which we shall recount 
Inter, happened 

The two friends, when they were not at Slim, spent 
Lhcir time at Seville, where they gave themselves up to 
tin 1 enjoyment of :i|j the pleasures afforded by that brilliant 
and delightful tajpiUL They often sallied forth in disguise 
to Uie -Silver Held."' on the banks of the Guadalnuiver. 
whither the populace, men and women, resorted for amuse¬ 
ments. There it was that .Mu'tarn id met for the first time 
her who was destined to be Jiis life-long companion. St rob 
Nf (j nc* evening with the Vizier in die -Silver Field" n 
breeze happened to ruffle the surface of the river, and 
tlir tanud improvised this verse, challenging Ibn 'Ammar 
to add another: 


" tht gentle lin-cac the water U chqti^i-it to „ Umaxt■ platr ] ” 

But as lbn Ammir pondered for a moment, u young 
woman standing near them instantly supplied the anti 1 
phony * 

“ '' Jlllollr iiulee J r for tile warrior—wrrr it hut frozen I " 

Astonished to hear the damsel improvise more promptly 
than lbn ‘AnjmSr, who was renowned for Jus talent in 
that art, Mu'tamid regarded her attentively. Struck by 
her beauty, he beckoned to n eunuch who followed bis 
master at some distance, and bade him conduct the im~ 
provisatrice to the palace, whither tic hastened to return. 
H hen the girl had been ushered into Mu'lumids presence 
lie demanded her name and colling. “ My name is 1‘timiid," 
she replied, “ but I am usually known as Itmnaykiyya, for 
I am Humuvk's slave, and i mn a mule-driver/" '■ Art 
thou married T' " N T o, my Prince." “That is well, for 
I shall purchase thee and marry thee myself.’" 1 So long 
as he lived Mu'tamid** love for Rumayltiyyn knew no 
change, I n th e Prince's eyesshe lac Iced no endearing qua li ty. 
Mic has sometimes been compared to lYulhtda. of t’ordovn, 
the Sappho of her day/ The comparison, however cannot 

* " tit-fa <!o |jJrtlvi 11 
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be wholly justified. RanWyMm could not livid Wailful 
in learning; but she wa» nftt her inferior in sparkling con¬ 
versation. prompt and brilliant reporters quaint and mirth¬ 
ful sallies—and she perhaps surpassed her in natural ami 
childlike grace, playfulness and roguislmess. Her whims 
ami caprices were ttic mingled delight and despair of her 
husband, who perforce humoured them at ail costs, for 
nothing could induce her to relinquish whatever site had 
set her heart upon. Once, In the month of February, 
she watched, through n window in the palace of Cordova, 
falling mnw-llaltes, a rare spectacle in a country where the 
rigours of winter arc scarcely known. Suddenly she burst 
into tears. Her husband tenderly inquired what ailed her. 

' What ailcth me?" she replied’l»et ween her sobs: “Thau 
art a barbarian, a tyrant, a monster l Sec how beautiful 
is the snow, how gently cling the soft: Hakes to the branches 
of the trees. And yet, ungrateful as thou art, thou never 
even th hikes t of providing this lovely sight tor me cadi 
winter; or of taking mo to a land where the snow ever 
falfcth F* ■* Vidd not to despair, dear heart!" replied the 
Prince, wiping away the tours which trickled down her 
checks, “Thou shaft have snow each winter, even here: 
f promise it! n 

Forthwith he ordered the Sierra of Cordova to he 
planted with almonds, that the white flowers of those 
beautiful trees which bloom as soon os the frusta of winter 
Imvc passed away, might serve as u substitute for the snow¬ 
flakes so much admired by Uumaykiyysi. 1 

On another occasion she saw some poor women treading 
out with their bare feet clay for brick-making. Again MW 
burst into tears, niui exclaimed to her husband; “Ah t bow’ 
mthappy 1 have been since the day when yon snatched 
ine from the life of joyous freedom which 1 led in my 
cottage, and shut me up in a gloomy palace, loaded with 
the heavy chains of ceremony l Behold those women oil 
the river bank l Would that, like them, 1 could knead 
the clay with my bare feet: but, alas l condemned by thee 
to he a wealthy Sultana, 1 cannot l” “ X#V. but thou 
shaft! ’ replied the Prince with a smile. 

Forthwith he descended into the court-yard ol the 
palace, and ordered great quantities of sugar, spices, and 
perfumed essences of every kind to be brought thither; 


K E? Cmito Iwmwf, *' 14, 


IV. fl RUMAYKIYYA 667 

then, when the court-yard Wa» filled with these pwi<ms 
ingredients, he had the whole mass moistened with rose¬ 
water, and kneaded into n pulpy mass. When all was 
ready, the Prince exclaimed to Rumnykivva "Descend 
into the court with thy train. I beg you; tile clay is ready 
for kneading ! The Suit mm and her Attendants descended 
and with bare feet indulged in a wild frolic in the aromatic 
quagmire. 

This was an expensive diversion, and Mu'taniid, upon 
occasion, recalled the incident to the memory of Ids 
capricious wife. One day when the Prince found it im- 
possible to grunt some extravagant demand, she cried: 
“Ah! Imve ! not cause for complaint! Assuredly f am 
the most miserable of women! God knoweth that thou 
hast never done the least thing to please me I' 1 “ \ ( ,t 

even on that day when thou trod dost out the clay V naked 
Mu'lamid, in n plaintive voice. Kutmiykjyya blushed and 
did not pursue the subject. 

It must he admitted that t he ministers of religion never 
pronounced the name of this sprightly Sultana without 
devout horror. They regarded her as the great obstacle 
to the conversion of her husband, who was, so they said, 
dragged by her into s vortex of pleasures and luxury; and 
ir the mosques were deserted on Fridays, they imputed 
the fault to her, ilumaykiyya laughed at their clamour; 
in her heedless gaiety she little suspected that one day 
these men would become formidable foes. 

Notwithstanding his infatuation for his wife. Mu*tumid 
still allotted a large share of his affection to I bn 'Aintnar. 
tfoce when staying with his friend fur away from llumav- 
kiyva. he sent her the following acrostic; 

/umi^r Si, m y Lhoil irt cVfr ilff-i to mV JbdnrL 

/*!pi ! hajir,i f | t MiA f ilrsirt- to be infinite, uu- «rr my ligbi. my tern™, unit 
luy tkepU 1 ** nJ^libv! 

J input 5 -iASt of tilt brid.il 41 i Lfi 1 rtlllLT WVTrtcit MMik to ^ulllr* tin, Liu in 
flan krSi ui v uiiimwiiif to tJlY lightest wiihr* 

*fy dr*i rr each iiytrm-iiY h to b< at tbj Hiilr« Sjwu^^ly ml} a 
flilrillni ' 

■^1 1 my hi»Art% darling,, tiiinii oi uo , *utf\ forjrrt ISP msf, hnwvrr Imu: 
liiy ihmiimi ] 

nf imuirrt] F luvc written It, t liarr mw traml tlmt ikOc-iouB 

He ended the letter with these words: " Soon I ‘shall see 
thee again—if Allah and fbn ‘Atomfe permit I 
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When I bn ‘Auiniiir was informed of ibis final ptirfl.se, 
he addressed these verses to liis friend : 

-> All 1 mv Pd not- r I hnvr other deslro than to do thv will ; thun 
Wdi^l mr " the dnxdiuc’ lightning on n durk night guidclh the 
trove llrr. WpitUUt ihmi return U> lirr wlm It u* tltnr to tfirr } Pjitct 
a iwift Mlndtop—l urill follow thee; or Imp intn thj tulille— T utlll wl]l 
follow thee. When by divine etion thou re-nntercftt the court o( 
thy pftkee^ tufft-r me trJ return to my ahodr, anil without staging to iiarfrd 
tiiy tnuml, throw liipelf nt Lll»: feet of the folr nnr with the guidon girdle:; 
thru, fecij^mng the h t days, thou wilt embrace her* and fold hrr to thy 
hrmsl t whik thy ilfn *nd hrn murmur wordfi, m the birds wulcum* 

thr daw n with thohf me[ixluju■ 

While friendship juid love Llitis shared his heart, the 
young Prince led a life of felicity. Suddenly there was a 
catastrophe: Ibis father banished I bn ' AminAr. This wsis 
a thunderbolt for the two friends; but what could they do f 
Mu*Uu1hTs resolutions, once formed, were unshakable* I bn 
■Amm&r spent the dreary years of Iris exile in ihe North, 
and chiefly at Zaragoza, until Mu'tumid, at the age of 
twenty-nine, succeeded his father. 1 The Prince hastened to 
recall the friend of his youth, and asked him to select for 
himself the office he would prefer, I bti "Annul? chose the 
Governorship of his native province. While regretting hh 
removal to so great a distance* Mulmid nevertheless ac¬ 
ceded to his request; but as his friend bade him farewell* 
the delightful memories of his sojourn at Silver, and those 
early emotions which had left no bitterness in his heart 
recurred to him f and lie poured forth the following impro¬ 
visation : 

"Greet mi Silver, 0 Abft Bakr, the hcrlovwt *pdte wliicli thou kovwi*% 
aiul »bk tlii-m IF Untjr *till ntenerv^ mr nicrmnfT. above ill StiuMjib, 

tlmt fkir |iaLict w! ii r ludli arc filled with iu.nu B mtd duzliug bc*iiiiicf, ^ 
thin It * til-jut tfi ii-'w a lirtriw' dim, iijliI now & seraglio, mid tdl U thM 3 
juulhftil kfiight pluev Ur IT burning with desire to hrr it nnc^ m otr* Ak 
what night* lm¥* T apeut there, btsldc * ^-uulhful trtwti 1 wSLh slciid?* 
W4i*f and ftnuely limlw. How often liavc diuzut'J* fkir mid dusky jueitwd 
my beiirt with tkrir soft &. thtiujgii their tyr* had been iswfirdi 

mnt <pciir%! W hat nightu, Iihi, [ntvo- I puuacd in the Ivi^iMr tlur river 
With Ihi! fair maugsuv^ whew*' bracelet n#er»h!ci the crescent moonl She 
finid me hi ilivw way * —with h^r gLiuuxi F with thr wmf- she offerrtt 

4l3il With hcT kli-^r^v Tlien + when Ull* Jjl-iycti a niartinj tir ttpim Lrr III 1 r, 
nirikmiighL I htani thr rbuh of twonJx' and loll ^lirred with wnrliku 


Thd mdilrnn th*i 'Aiuuur fvtunMl to C'^t iturfav UktiM 

MflUU |rt* pw\iak]v. 

* A* itmuBi and b^-rliEfa, 
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- u,,mlr - . . . .. fjf «l’. *h™ wick her mhr, die „W 

IWLm- mr dviidn <mtl i^.j.l- cu n,j <..frr hrait.h ! ■ I ,. ih-- kid, I .xir.l 

'lutSi unfolilr il nrid 1 1 r,H i ■.-rd tht‘ ItitwiT ■ -1 


]lm ‘Amimir entered Sikes with a brilliant escort and 
with pomp such as Mu‘Lam hi himself, when lie was {governor 
of the province, had never displayed; hut he atoned for this 
outburst of pride by a noble act of gratitude, for having 
ascertained that the merchant who hud lxdriended him 
n hen he was a poor wandering poet still lived, he sent him 
a sack (tiled with silver nieces. This sock was that which 
the merchant hail sent, him tilled with baricv. and which 
[bn ‘AnuuAr had carefully preserved. He did not, how¬ 
ever, conceal from his former benefactor the circumstance 
Hint he had thought his gift 11 somewhat shabby one, for he 
sent him this message ; 

If thou hndst sent tins suck to me tilled with wheat, 

I would have returned it brimming with gold.' 1 

I bn •AmniA.r did not remain long at Sikes. I* liable 
to live without him, Mu'tamid appointed him IVime 
Minister, and recalled hitn to Lhe Court, 


' SlLtlJij, Thr S^nritiw /ISfitf. pi. i. 


[Arm.mm**: Abd d-Wibat, pp .:r. \ .mw, >. aa, %*, sat ; a 
es-y, us, HU, m~i, taLUi, m Ik. RtvJai. ». 11.1] 


* 


* 




% 






chapter X 

MU‘TAMI1> 


n iMCE twth Mu'Utnid jhuI his Minister loved poetry 
^ (ibovc nil things* the Court of Seville naturally became 
the resort of the best [x>ets of 'lie fifty. It was, however, 
useless for mere poetasters to seek their fortunes there, 
for the Prince wax a severe critic, who scrutinized every 
poem presented to him and weighed every plirase mid 
syllable *, but to men of real talent his generosity knew no 
bounds* One day be beard these verses recited: 

11 Verily eliwmiKfc of promi^w Is n rrirr virtue 1 When? *hitH wc fimf 
tin’ Ttuin irhn ttctifietli fufeth, or [it-vtMh iLi^ wnrili of ItU \i\fr 1 #Uci> a 
HUU! b Inliilliitl*. rti t.llr KrVjrhdn. or Hb i'ht tnlr Lh.it it juici illive «**■ Jflircfi 
m tihiawmad flunti ! PI 

•'Whose verses hit these?" asked the Prince. " "Abd 
al-JalilV' was the reply* 11 What! " cried Mtrtmmd i 
Doth n servant of mine, and one who is no mean poet to 
boat, call a gift of a thousand ducats fabulous t" and In;fore 
long AIxl al .Jalils incredible legend became veracious 
history* 

On another occasion, as the Prince was conversing with 
a Sicilian poet who htid come to Seville after the conquest 
of his countr\ r by Roger of N nr mainly, 1 a quantity of gold 
pieces fresh from the min t were brought to him. He* 
liamk'J two purse* of the**: Lo the Sicilian, but the poet, 
not content with the gift—splendid though it was—cost 
covetous eyes on an aulber statuette encrusted with pearls, 
representing a cwnd, which stood near. “My lord” he 
said, “your gift fa magnificent—but it hr heavy; met [links 
1 shall need a camel to tanr it to my house! ” “ The 

camel is thine," replied Mu Ham id, with a smile. 

Mit*Uttnid, indeed, appreciated true genius of any kind 
—even for highway robbery, as the story of “ (Irey Fikfl# 
testifies. Urey Falcon—he is known by no other name— 

lluftvr I (HugirH jnMarilX nilli bii brutLer Hubert CiuLiwitil, «»intiirreii Swill’ 
(](W*77). Ur itumed the title of tonal uf $Ecilj iboixt f071* 

tro 
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Arc* the most notorious, robber of the day, the terror and 
flit scourge or the whole country. At lust he was laid by 
ihf heels, and condemned t« crucifixion on the highway— 
thru the peasants might see that justice had been done, 
I'hc heat , however, being oppressive, there were but feu 
wayfarers on the day of his punishment. Ills wife mid 
children, weeping Utterly, dung Lo the foot or the cross 
to which he bud been a i fixed. 11 A las 3” they cried, “when 
thou art no more, we shall perish of hunger I " Now Grey 
Falcon Wi s very compassionate heart, and the thought 
of his family suffer mg want troubled him sorely. Just then 
a foreign chapman rode up on a mule laden with doth and 
other wares for sale in the neighbouring villages. 

“Sir! cried Grey Falcon, •* I am, as you see, in a 
woeful plight, but iL is in your power to render me a great 
service, not without benefit to yourself,” “Name it. re. 
plit.-d tilt:: chapman. " Von see that well yonder J ” "Surely/ 

" ^ ™ inust know, then, that when I blundered into the 
hands of the accursed uiguazils, 1 had just deposited a hun¬ 
dred ducats In that well—which happens to bediy. If vou 
will have the great ki ndness to get the money oul, half of 
it shall be your*. My wife and children will hold list- mule 
in the meanwhile." 

T.urcd bv Lhc hope of gain, the chapman took a cord, 
aud fastening it to the well-head, lowered himself lo the 
bottom. 

H Quick |” cried Grey lalcon to his wife: “Cut the 
void, Luke tlie mule, and flee in nil haste with the children ! ” 
H is injunctions were instantly obeyed. The merchant yelled 
like st madman, but the countryside was almost deserted, 
and some time elapsed before n passer-by came to his aid : 
e yeti then, since his would-be rescuer could not extricate 
isini single-1 in tided, they luul to await the arrival of further 
assistance. When he hud emerged From liis subterranean 
prison, the chapman explained to his lilx i rators the cause 
n| his misadventure, and hcaja d many imprecations on the 
robber who hud so abominably cheated him. The story 
quickly spread through the city and reached Mir tain ids 
^ai-s. The prince ordered Grey Falcon to lx- detached from 
the cross mid brought to him. When the robber entered 
ll| i- presence-chamber. Mu'tarn id exclaimed : “ Thoti art 
i( irety the most hardened scoundrel living, since even the 
prospect of death could not wean thee from thy evil wiles! “ 
“Alt . my Prince," replied the brigand, "if you but knew the 
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delimits of robbery, you would throw your roynl mantle to 
tin winds mid take to the road ! " 

»* Impudent rascal l” cried Mu'tumid, with a burst of 
laughter: “Hut, now." lie continued, “let us talk seriously. 

If 1 grant tlicc thy life, set Iht-e at liberty, enable thee to 
earn an honest living, and pay thee wages sufficient for thy 
needs, wilt thou mend thy ways and abandon thy detest¬ 
able trade?” 

“To save his life, my lord, a man will do much — even 
reform. Thou shall Imve no reason to find fault with me." 

Grey Falcon kept his word. Appointed commandant 
of police, he henceforth inspired os much terror among his 
former colleagues as previously among the country-folk. 

M(i*tsmid led a life of pleasure, without being over- 
solicitous about affairs of State. In one of his poems he 
insists that. " To live soberly, is not to live at alt 1 M Much 
of his time was Occupied in feasting, and since he wished to 
be renowned for his gallantry, the rest was devoted to the 
youthful beauties of Ids harem. It was not that his love 
for Kumaykiyys had cooled : on the contrary, it was ardent 
ns ever; hut—since, by that strange code of Jove which ob¬ 
tains in Moslem lauds, transient caprices are not counted 
as infidelities-—if he paid homage now and again to other 
ladies, Knmnykiryn, unchallenged queen of her husbsnd’s 
heart, found nothing amiss in the circumstance. 

The fair Amanda was bewitching, and when he pledged 
her, the Prince found an added bouquet in his wine. Luna 
was his companion when he studied the ancient poets, nr 
composed verses of his own ; and if the sun peered indis¬ 
creetly into the study, she was there lo intercept his rays, 
for, us the Prince remarked, "the Moon alone can eclipse 4 
the Sun." More prudish and wayward. Margarita had 
caprices at times; mid when she was waspish Mu 1 tumid 
took infinite pains to appease her. Once when he had in¬ 
curred her displeasure, he wrote to her to exculpate himself. 
“The Pearl' replied, but without placing her name at the 
head of the letter, ns custom dictated. **Atas! I am still 
unforgiven S*’ cried 1 lie Prince; “ for where is her signature 1 
She knows that 1 adore that name of hers, but such is her 
anger that she will not write it, 4 W hen he secs it,’ she 
says, ‘ he will kiss it! 1 So, by Allah, lie shall not see it I 

And what a tender nurse was 44 The Fay 1 ’’ Tire Prtnee 


‘ ty Pope, (o Jimhmti 7 
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pr«y«i Allah to make Inin a life long invalid, so that he 

SpilS^J 06 ^ l ° *** th “ t " ga;£elle ' vitJl rtlb >' Ups" beside 

. L WOUj , d ' ! lo : v r cr ' * 8 to infer that Mu-Urn* 

SSS T ft**"? S ^WOftmitiatod by hk father 

S3E™Sf -, he ^ ked tbewambition, benover- 

theless succeeded where they had striven m vain. For in the 

S d 0f ^.T be onitetl Cordova to his kingdom 

His father. it is true, had paved the way, and cmruni- 

KgrS! t ^tonally propitious. Six years before- - 
m 1U64 the aged President of the Republic, Abu lAVattd 

™3?H? ° fficci . Q of his two sons, 

ft -+ j f ,i Hrid '^bd al-Malik* To the elder lie en 

trusted the hnanees and genera] administration, and to the 
■ favourite—the military command. The latter 

*™ eclipsed his elder brother; hut for n time all went well, 
under the influence of the able Vkfer Um avSakkA. This 
statesman inspired respect m all the avowed or covert 
?™ of . tJl f .iUpublic—even in Mu’tadid, who realized 
that to attain his ends the Vizier must be overthrown He 
Oiereiore endeavoured to make him an object of suspicion 
to Abd al-Malik, and succeeded. I bn as-Sakkfi was put to 
aeatii with disastrous consequences to the State, Most of 
Idea dicers and soldiers, who had been much attached to the 
toer, resigned, while * Abd al-Malik rendered himself hate- 
™ 10 ll| e citizens by mingled harshness and indifference. 

• ^ms, moreover, to have gradually abolished all that 
remained of republican institutions. 

‘Abd al-Malik’s power was therefore already tottering 
when, in the autumn of 1070. Mainfm of Toledo laid siege 
u> Cordova. Possessing scarcely any troop—his cavalry 
nad been reduced to two hundred men, and they could not 
oe relied upon—-‘Abd a!-Malik called upon M u'tnmid for 
assistance, Mti'tamfcl in response .sent him strong reinforce - 
tneuts, and the Toledan army was forced to withdraw, 
j ^ this whs of no advantage to 'Al>d al-Malik; for the 
leaders of the SevjJian troops, acting under secret jmtruc- 
'ous. agreed with the Cordovans to wrest the power from 
itm and confer it upon the King of Seville. The plot was 
pitched without the slightest suspicion being aroused in 
i* mind. On the morning of the seventh day 

‘■‘'for MatnCin’s departure, he was on the point of leaving the 
folace to bid farewell to the Sevillians, who had announced 
1 ^ir intention of setting out on that day, when seditious 

Str 
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the pal nee surrounded 
ulare Ho was mime- 
hII his family. 

Mu-tnmid was pttwmtmeu iuru of C ordova, and the 
lk*ni .1 ahWW were imprisoned in tin Isle of Salles: but the 
aa ed Abu 1-Walid only survived his misfortune rorty days. 

The royal poet writes of this conquest as though it 
were tiiat of a somewhat haughty beauty i 


cries fell upon his ears, and he saw 
by his *o-Cidled allies and tlie pup 
diately arrested, with Ids father and 


“1 tinvc WOII *1 llir llfSt nn.t'l the linint "I till- OittI.lvvj , that 

Irmvi' Amiiihhi wiii' with aihI -|imiT c=l* lk<1 nil Hum' who awftnt h« 

In MHTtwn Ami nffw n'f .mr miptinlh m h« pub™, win r thr 

olfatr mcumrctiMi.! Iwfflcil w*K *v<T tai« of ng* and tm»bk wUhfc^ 

With good iwuhtti [In \r trtmWir, de-picibb fotmen . for ioon will the 
Shill firing ItflvEi yuu.'’ 


Maiuim. however, did not consider himself defeated; on 
the contrary, lie determined to he master of Cordova at 
any cost. With his ally. Alfonso VI, he raided the vicinity 
of the city, hut was repulsed by the youthful Governor 
•Abhad. son Of MuUamid and Ruinaykiyya. llm Okiisha 
nest resolved to gain povsesdOii of the coveted citi. c 

was a tierce and bloodthirsty man—a former bandit of the 
mountains—hut be was not without talents, and knew 
Cordova weLL, having already played a part in its polities. 
Appointed Governor of a fortress, he set to work to start a 
conspiracy within the city, and found it an easy task, lor 
discontent was rife among t lie citizens. ‘AbbSa had, it is 
true, raised fair hopes, Inst since he was too young to rule 
personally, the authority hod been vested in the Com* 
m oxidant of the garrison, Mohammed, son of Martin— 
Christian descent. aa it would seem. Now this man. though 
a good soldier, wo* cruel and vicious. The Cordovansdetesteq 
him. and many of them did not ticruple to enter into re 
lions with I bn Ok ash a. The latter, however, did not succeed 
in wholly concealing His designs. An officer discovered Unit 
the ex-brigand often came by night to the city gate*- and 
held highly suspicious interviews with the soldiers of the 
garrison. "The fact was rojwrted to ’ Abbud. but the P r * r '‘^ 
attached little importance to the matter, and sent the officer 
to .Mohammed, son of Martin. The latter referred himi,J® 
the subalterns, in find, every one shifted the responsibility 
to another's shoulders, and nothing was done. 

Ifon Ok&sha, lurweter, remained o» the alert, and «► 
January. 107A, a very dark and stomiv night gave him «* c 
opportunity of entering the town, with his men, unpcrceivd - 
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'Huey reached ‘AbhAd's palace, mid finding it unguarded, 
writ* mi the point of breaking; open the door, when the 
prince, Awakened by the porter, mn up with u handful of 
>]:ives iuid soldiers and barred the wnv. In spite of Ids 
extreme youth he defended himself like a lion, and hud 
cleared the vestibule of the foe, when his foot slipped, and, 
falling, he was instantly despatched by one of the assailants. 
His fjody was left in the street half naked, for, suddenly 
awakened, ‘Abhad Imd not had time to dou his garments, 

I bn GkAdia then led bis men to llie house of the Com- 
rmmdimt, who was so little expecting an attack I hat he was 
Watching a 1 hi nee uf Alitudis, Lurking * A bhiids bravery, he 
hid himself when he heard the clash id weapon*, in the court¬ 
yard, but his retreat, was speedily discovered and he was 
despatched. 

At dawn of day, as lbn Okadut was hastening from 
house to i icuse, endeavouring to induce the nobles to moke 
common cause with him. on imam, on his way to the mosque, 
passed by ‘ A hbud's palace. His eyes fell upon a body, 
miked and lifeless, which lay before it. ItecognkiDg, not 
without difficulty, the nuid-staincd corpse ns that of the 
young prince, he piously performed a last net of homago, 
covering it with his cloak. He had scarcely tlujwirfcd 
before Ibu Okasha tame up, surrounded by that crowd 
which in great cities frantically applauds every revolution. 
By Ins orders *Ablmds head was severed from Lhc body, 
and borne through Uic streets on a spear. At tins sight the 
soldiers of the garrison threw down their arms and Hod 
lbn Okasha then assembled the Cordovans in tin* Croat 
Mosque and bade them take the until of allegiance to 
^Manrim, Although many of them were sincerely attached 
'to Mu‘temid, so widespread was the reign of terror, that 
not a mr<n disobeyed. A few days inter. Minima arrived in 
person. Hu showed himself deeply grateful to t hn Okasha, 
[*>jniing him with honours and appearing to place implicit 
confidence in him. But in Ins fiunrt MuimVn feared nnd 
hated this cx-brigaml. burdened in crime, who. he knew, 
would assassinate him. if need he. as coolly as he had stain 
the young -\bbud He accordingly sought eagerly for 
some pretest, or opportunity, of ridding his kingdom of so 
dangerous a subject. Miumin did not. however, conceal 
his design from his courtiers, for one day, ns Ibu Oka&hn 
left tlie presence, the Prince heaved a sigh, and Hushing 
with anger, muttered some ominous words; and when, a 
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little later, *1 friend of Ibn Ok fish a ventured to s:iy a word 
ill Favour of the latter. Munfin exclaimed: Hold thy 
peace! tie who rcspectefch not the life of ponces, is not 
fitted to serve them 1 71 

In the sixth month of his residence at Cordova—lunc. 
1075— Mam fin died, poisoned. One of his courtiers wo* 
accused of the crime, hut it is difficult lo bclicvc that Iim 
Qkftsha was not privy to it. 

Meanwhile Mu’lamid had been overwhelmed with gnet 
when the tidings reached Seville of the twofold calamity' 
tin: loss of Cordova, and the death ol hi& first-born son 
whom he Loved to idolatry! Yet the dominant emotion in 
his noble heart was not grief nor the thirst for vengeance, 
hut n sentiment of profound gratitude to the imam who hau 
so tenderly coverts! 'Ahhad’s corpse with his cloak The 
prince lamented that lie could not reward him, and did not 
even know his name, but borrowing a vase composed by 
a poet of old on » similar occasion, he cried: "Alas! he 
that covered my son with his in anile b a stranger to me. yet 
1 know him for a noble and generous man l 

For three years the efforts made by Mu‘tamid to recover 
Cordova and avenge Jus sou’s death were fruitless, but at 
length, on Tuesday, September 4, 1078. the city was 

stormed As M n’t amid entered by one gate. Mm Okiislw 
tied by another: but be was pursued by cavalry, who over¬ 
took him. Knowing that he could look for no mercy at the 
hands of a father whose sou he had murdered, the former 
brigand resolved at least to sell his life dearly, and charged 
lib enemies like tm infuriated bull; but he was overwhelmed 
by superior number*. By Mu’taraid’s orders his body was 
crucincd beside a dog’s, and the conquest of Cordova w*s # 
speedily fallowed bv the subjugation of all the lolcdan 
territories between the Guudnlquivcr and the Omdiiak. 

These were hrihiant successes, but tliere was another 
side to the shield. Compared with the other Andalusian 
tyrants, Mu'tamid was a powerful prince; and yet. like 
them, he was a tributary. His tirst suzerain had been 
Garcia, King of Galicia, third son of Fernando, but Alfonso 
VI had occupied this position since corning into possession 
of the realms of his two brothers, Sancho and Garcia. Now 
Alfonso was an extremely unpleasant suzerain : not content 
with a yearly tribute, he threatened from time to time to 
seize the states of his Arab vassals. On one occasion he im 
vaded Seviltaii territory at the head of a large army. Inde- 
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hr nimble consternation reigned among the Moslems, who 
were too weak to defend themselves. The Prime Minister, 
Ibn *Animnr. alone die] not despair, lie did not rely upon 
the ScvUIan troops—it would indeed have been futile to pit 
them against the Christian army—but he was act}unitited 
with Alfonso, whose Court he had often visited,and knew 
him to lx* ambitious, yet ns easily managed as an A mb, by 
anyone who humoured hi* tastes and foibles. It m$ upon 
Alfonsos weakness, therefore, that Tim ‘AmmAr resolved to 
work, and instead of organizing armed resistance he ordered 
a chess-board to be made of workmanship so exquisite that 
no king possessed its equal. The men were of ebony and 
sandal-wood inlaid with gold. Provided with this work of 
art, he visited, under some pretext. Alfonso’s camp, and 
was courteously received—for Ibn Aroimr was one of the 
few .Moslems whom the King held in esteem. One day 
Ibn *Armu&r showed Ins chess-board to a Castilian noble 
who stood high in Alfonso's favour. The noble described 
it to the King, and the latter asked II in 'Aitunw whether 
he was a skilled chess-player. " My friends coinitier that 1 
play a good game/* replied the Minister. " 1 am told that 
you possess a beautiful chess-board.” "It is true. Sire." 
"May I see it'" "Assuredly; hut on une condition— 
that we piny a game, and that if you win, the Ixmni is 
yours, but if you are vanquished, 1 have the right to 
demand what *1 wilL” “ lie it so," The bawd was 
brought, and Alfonso, amazed at the beauty and delicacy 
of the workmanship, crossed himself and exclaimed; 
'* Marvellous! I should never have imagined that a chess¬ 
board could be made with such art 1 ” After feasting his 
eyes on it, he added: " lVkst were the conditions you 
proposed ?" Ibn 'Ammir repented them. "Xay! '' cried 
U»e King, "never will I play for an unknown stoke: you 
might moke a request which 1 could not grant.' As 
you will. Sire," replied 11m ‘Ainmar coldly, and he ordered 
the attendants to take the board back to his tent The 
interview was at an end; but I bn ‘Ammar was not 11 man 
to be cosily disheartened. In strict confidence he in¬ 
formed several Castilian nobles what he intended to de¬ 
mand of Alfonso if he won the game, and promised them 
large sums if they would assist him, Greedy lor gold, 
and reassured as to Ibn 'Ammnrs designs, they consented 
to perform their part, and when Alfonso—who was con¬ 
sumed with the desire of possessing such a marvel—con* 
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suited Tilt- nobler on the subject, they replied*. “If you 
Wit,. Sire, vuu Will he the owner of si treasure whwti <-ven 
Itintf will envv : mid if you !<**. wlmt. after nil, <*n f his 
Arab demand'i If He makes an extravagant request, are 
we not here, and cannot we bring him to reason. 
Alfonso yielded to tlie-ir urgltment^ ami requested Inn 
‘Aninmr to return, with Ills wondrous chess-hoard, “ i 
accept vour conditions/* said the King ; ‘‘ let ws begin the 
am. "' -With great pleasure.’ replied Ibn ‘Ammir, 
«hut let us strictly observe IS it- rules, and let witnesses 
[mined by me l>e present " The King consented. and 
when the Castilian nobles specified by Ibn ‘Atnmiir arrived 
the game began, Alfonso was beaten. ....„_ 

11 1 have won the right to ask of you what l will. Ktl< | 
(bn -Amman The King assented “I ask you t.> lead 
your army back to vour own country! A House lumen 
pale. He strode Up and down the bail m ieverad excite¬ 
ment. seated himself, and again sprang to his feet “ * !l!Ii 
trappedl" lie at length exclaimed to his nobles: "And ye 
are the cause of it!' I feared some soch request troin UJP 
man: but ye reassured me, and bade tin; make uiv mmo 
easv; and now I reap the fruit of y < mr abominable ad vice. 
Then, after n few moments of silence, the King add™ 5 
** After alh why should I adhere to this condition J I th foW 
it lo the winds'! I shall continue my advance ! “Sue. 
said the Castilians, “that would be a breach of honour: 
you. the mightiest king hi Christendom. are surely incapable 

of breaking your word,'* . t 

Alfonso at lengLh grew calmer. M ^ <dl. he said* * 
shall keep my ward; but to compensate for my □WCOifln- 
ture. I shall exact at least a double tribute this year. * 
*■ You shall receive it, Sire," replied Ibn ‘Anunar. *i ,r 
Minister immediately took steps to provide the King wU i 
the money he demanded, and Seville, threatened by «| 
alarming invasion, was relieved from her fenrv by the **> 
and tenacity of her Prime Minister.' 

■ OhphI Uni, Is.iiiuiil ol-.iI nliiTfi i i**!** of *hr“ ' 1 j I J l T*“-' 1 
IwitnMr of Lkw, i 1.6 «Uk« Imliin ftspKfl**ly Manna »i<>! 
ffim, SjisI liii tijjpi i tmi rit liiittllfod him uf hi* [in* t-Mural** T /Jipfiii'W 
fl JIH. 

At-TiHiurrn;.: Abbad., i. Ui-s,:iis!-l, uss, 991-4; *>■ !li,9&S3.>#* '** 
AIkI itAVflhrtl, pp 72-3. 83-Os 90 ; Ibn kW^, 
«.S3; IbnBatoicj, I ff, t3*-&0(dtinc Ibn Huy? wo; l, *f " , w 
Lp. Mm nl-Kfaatih, M< I*, f U r I«»• «k* IW. j» l<*>: » 
(WjW., J*. AST,] 




CHAPTER XI 

THE FALL OF IBM •AMMAti 

N OT content with having preserved the kingdom of 
Seville, I bn ‘Aium&r schemed to enlarge its borders 
The principality of Murcia especially hud attractions for his 
ambition. At one time it had formed part of Ztiluiir's 
dominions, and it tnts afterwards nttucheo to tlie kingdom 
of Valencia; but tit I lie period we have now reached it wus 
independent. The reigning prince w as Abfl 1 Abd-er- Rahman 
ibn Tahir, tut Arab of the tribe ot Rais. J tc was immensely 
rich—Owning half the country—lie was moreover a iiinn of 
enlightened intellect, bait liis army was scanty, ami his 
prtneipalitv would prov c an easy prey. 1 bn 1 Anunor becauie 

aware of this when, in H>78, lie passed through Marcia to 
visit, for mi unrecorded reason, the Count of Barcelona, 
Raymond Ikrenger II, samamed "Tow-head” from his 
abundant locks, Ibn 1 AmmAr then took; the opportunity 
to enter into friendly relations with certain Mtirciin noble 
who were dissatisfied with Ibn Tiiltir. or who, at any rate, 
were ready to betray him for a consideration, and on reach¬ 
ing Raymond's court the Vizier offered the Count ten thou¬ 
sand ducats if he urotilrt aid him in conquering Murcia. The 
Cunnt accepted the proposal, and as » guarantee for the 
execution of tlic treaty, entrusted his nephew to Ibn *Aium&r, 
For his part, the Vizier promised that if the money was not 
rorthcoinirig by the date fixed, Mlftatuid’s son, Rashid, who 
cmruilanded the Sevilbm army, should serve ns w hostage. 
Mu'taniid, however, was ignorant of this clause of the treaty, 
whiclt I hn *AmmAr 1 convinced that the motley would arrive 
in time, thought would not become applicable. 

The SeviUnn troops took the field in concert with lliuse 
of Raymond, and attacked the principality of Murcia, but 
since Mutamid, with habitual carelessness had let the 
stipulated date pass by, the Count suspected that Ibn 
'A in mar bad deceived nun, and arrested utt V brier os wdl 
as Rashid, The Sevillan soldiers tried to liberate them, but 
were repulsed and forced to retreat. 

Mu'taniid wav at the time on his way to Murcia. 
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accompanied by the Count *5 nepjiew ; hut since he m»retied 
slowly, he had only reached the hank of the (iiuwiiurHi- 
menor, vhicli lie could not cross since it was in flood, 
when fugitives from his army appeared on the opposite 
bank. Among Liicm were two horsemen to whom Ibn 
‘Afimi&r had given instructions. They urged their horses 
into the stream, and crossing it, informed Mu 11 tumid of 
tilt deplorable events which lmd liappened, They udded 
that f bn 'Anirinir hoped soon to be set at liberty. and 
liegged Mirtamii), in his name, to remain where lie was. 
MuHamid did not take this advice. Dismayed at the news 
and uneasy about his son’s fate, he withdrew to Jnen, 
after putting the Counts nephew in tetters. 

Ten days later. Ibn ’Ammar, who had been released, 
arrived near J«en; but fearing Mu/tamid s wrath, he did not 
venture to enter his presence," ami sent him these verses: 

41 Shall I Inc iw&ycrd br inr r miE rtf «hrtll J lend *u of In 

iht Cmcndi^' flHllmd f Sh*U 1 cKcdltc in w ikrtl^w, of remain bcrc with 
mV escort? When I obey tbri prom ptin fjS of my heart* t whaner, sure 
to find t he urai of my friend optn to welcome mri bn* oujrl ren^ttn m*kei 
me n-tT»etf mj *tdjn. Friendship dfn-p hut tl Je luetrniry of toy 

Fault TCKtraliij jkic. Strange arc the decrees of destiny* W bo could 
Iiavc predicted that the day wmxtA romc when \ fthmild In tiap|iier h? 
from ihr r titan At thy -.bin? S t V at thee. beentme thou L i d Uic right 
tat deprfre i ur; of Ufa—1 trust In Lhfir, bcciii.k-t I love tbefi with ulE my 
firart Hxvf iiiLv fsii him wlum; afFmhmr them knowewt ta lie itmmitnldr-. 
a ml wb&*e only merit h loving thee -rin^rrdj. j Jmtc done naught to 
r^Uc it IiamiMc to llkcihf! who Art cnvbuis J d' jnr nothing which Argura 
ntghgcuctt at rahuc?* on my j»*rt ; but thou hunt «peneil me to a 
terrific raid idly ; tlimt hilt bhratwl my -word— i uy, mm Ilht. t littikai 
it- Of h truth* if I did nut rccnll ih nmnberlM hounliflit thou but 
bestowi'd ii|ion me, Hke rain mi the branch i-* rrf tree*, I dimdd inn 
dnr. yield tnywlf a prey lu Inrincnu, *nsl 1 dundd not mv that tbr hull 
wa* mine. On my knee* 1 imgdure thy clemency, 1 entreat thy imrckm . 
but were I hWttd by the litter porlti-wtnd of thy dbpEcajittre, I dmuM 
cry, ’i) f&. 11liyr refreshing to my heart ! ' '* 

Mu* tan lid, who must have been await- that the fault 
was his own. could not resist Ibn ■Ammar’s appeal, and 
replied thus: 

“Com* and more Lake thy place -it ray kb-! (aj&i* without 

fear* fur banoon await thee* mud nut nrproiithcs. Know that I fiw 
thee too much to dialer** th*c| naught c*n Ik inure [deling to m. than 
to wfc tliec liBppv. liVlicn iboii corned, tiimi will find inc* m w*?* tranf 
til fpardun the nfficniifcr, and idtuncnl lutv inln III} friL-iitSu. 1 ^hqll tfrit il»t 

wttli kindfici-i ajk of yatr, mwl E Umll pardim thy fktttt, if ^mlt there be; f«f 
thr Eternal Unth not impknied In me a hard licnrt. and it h not my wont 

lo forget All f'lri and -arrcfl frlcodihip M 
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Reassured by these words, Jim 'Ainmir Hew to his 
sovereign feet. The two friends decided to offer Ule 
Count his nephew’s liberty, mid the ten thousand ducats 
to which he was entitled, provided that Rashid was set 
Tree. Rut Raymond was not content with the stipulated 
sum: lie demanded thirty thousand ducats. Since Mu-Limnd 
hud not so much money available, lie Jiad the amount coined 
with a large admixture of alloy. Fortunately, the Count 
did not discover the fraud until Rashid hail been released. 

In spite of the failure of his first attempt, I bn ‘Arntnar 
did not cease to covet Murcia. He declared that be had 
received very encouraging letters from Nome of the M uroian 
nobles, and succeeded in persuading Mirhimid to let him 
besiege the city with the Sevillsn army. 

On reaching. Cordova he halted tor twenty-four hours, 
Ui add the cavalry in that city to Ids troops He spent 
the night with Fath * the Governor, and so enchanted was 
he with Path's witty and sparkling conversation, that 
when a eunuch came to announce that day was breaking, 
he improvised this couplet: 

'■ Hi yiuii', 1)10,1 ftk'l 1 tw tnt tiir iv/mle higbt EmSh Ikern [lawn 1 

build it be r)»t, rt illl a-" jot ojmp JHiiUii t " 

Proceeding oil his march, lie drew near to a castle* 
which still bore the name of llalj, the chief of the Syrian 
Arabs in the eighth century, and of which an Arab belong- 
ing to Itatj's tribe—that of the Koshair-—was Governor. 
This Arab, Ibn Hashik by name, came to meet the Vizier, 
and begged him to repose in his castle. Ibn ’Aminar 
accepted the invitation. The castellan entertained him 
^tnagnifieently. and omitted no means of enlisting his good¬ 
will. He was only too successful. Ibn 'A minor at ouce 
reposed confidence in him; never hail it been more mis¬ 
placed. 

Accompanied bv his new friend, the Vizier set out to 
besiege Murcia. Muln speedily surrendered. This was ;> 
severe blow to the Murrians, for their supplies came 
through that district- Ibn 'AmmAr therefore felt confident 
that the city would soon capitulate, and entrusting Mula 
to tlie care of Ibn Rnshik. with whom he left a detachment 
of cavalry, he returned to Seville with the rest of the army. 
After his arrival he received letters from his lieutenant, to 


A .on lla'imbl, 


■ C.fb.p. V|Im Boi*o. 
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tJ H * cflei't that Murcia was devastated by famine, and flat 
tjn* principal citizens, ID whom he hi til offered lucrative 
posts, had agreed to assist Lite besiegers, -To-morrow, 
or the day after,” said l bn 'Amtniir. “we shall hear that 
\ [urcia has fallen.” He w«s right; the gates were i readier- 
oudv opened to Ihu Basiuk: Ilia Tihir w l thrown mto 
prison, and all the Mur. inns swore allegiance to Mtrtanud. 

As soon as I bn to his grcflt joy* \vmI muni this 

new* lie asked Mu-tumid's permission to visit the conquered 
city. Mn’tmuid granted it without hesitation* ihereopon 
the Vhitt, wishing to reward the Mnrciiins lavishly t ptfh 
oured a large mmlbef of horses and mules from the roynl 
stables, and borrowing others from his friends, to the number 
of two hundred in all, he loaded them with costly products 
of the loom, and set out on his march with Hying banners 
and tuck of drum. In each town which he passed through 
he replenished the public treasury. His entry into Murcia 
was a triumphal procession, tin the morrow he? held an 
audience and assumed royal airs —wearing a tall head-dre-*. 
such as his mast er was wont to don on formal Occasions, anti 
writing at the foot of petitions presented to him: " Be d 
so: if God wiUeth ! “ without mention of Miiftnmid’s name, 

Conduct so presumptuous snmeked of treason: Mu'taniid* 
at any mte, thought so. But ills emotion was rather one of 
profound sorrow and discouragement than of anger : he saw 
the drvnm lit which he lied indulged for twenty-five years 
suddenly fading. The instincts “1 lus heart had hcy n 
deceitful. Ihn 'Anmiar's friendidiip, his protestations of dis 
inten.-stedneas.of immutable devotion—all were falsehood and 
hypocrisy! The Vizier, however, was perhaps less culpable 
tfmn he appeared in his master's eyes. His vanity, it i=>, 
tme, was excessive and ridiculous, but it is far from certain 
that he contemplated rebellion against his benefactor- y* 
a less ardent and impressionable character thou Mu'tamin. 
the Vizier had not fully reciprocated his sovereign’s enthu¬ 
siastic and passionate friendship. And yet he hnd a real 
affection for tin; king, as the verses which lie sent in reply to 
Mu'tamid’s reproaches testify: 

“ N«f, lliw dtrene-( tfarclf when I law dedureti ifi*l the <d 

fWlurir hriTr chJRHjpil: mi: \ Til*? (fiFf vrhtrb l brar towafila my s^vaJ 
Slmm*, U !>« wliml ilmu iJ»l nrfak-H l tor dim*. Dr^r | n121J * 
Ihiw otnuvtli it lh*t thy luvtn*’kfftdne*t ilulli not on “■ bp 4 ** 1 * 1 *# 

ptergeth tfit* daritTic^i of night? Why dfrth not kiml wtfd f<j® e ■' 
rT-frrJi uir like * jjtffiti* tliAt liTfiitnoaii rcmi* wIu st 
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WrJI know, hisU 1 rtiii-jiinnj tn ihjIhimi mir *111 i ft- i'-imj tJiuti lhu> ilr*y. tuu-k 
thy luiEid after n frlraidtlmi 11 /twenty five yfifi tiflnialfc^tid hfippl* 

wet*, wbkh h*¥r npnl toiUiitfit yirliitng* ihee imy t*i<*r i»f trniijilfliail ii-numt 
jLic r ami durCnyplvIiBdi I lime dtiue no lit th r<I : Wilt tficni ilm* dmw IjA^k 
rhy hirnd, hiu:I 1uha+- mir ■ prey ii> the taJrnn of dr-tinv I 1 Hhm him I Imt 
thy tihedfoul and luhijilwtr-P ? fNmiJrr Bwhilt* ‘ lir not ha^iy; nft. 
tiiTh - fiii tbI-'i liii^tcuetli 'lluiibkAEii. whlli In nbf wmlltc Lh Ir:dfu3k 
rvucheth hi fa AIi ! Mum will think <4 iut wh hi the fink* whirl* 

niiUi’ u* =l ri.- AUhji|M;if. mill uonr fntrie HijnE v-li ^ rUn^ frkmU «jr left 
to th^e! Thou vilft «adt fur mr when there is none nt Imml to dive Like 
pr^.iE . p < 1 n >r I, nmF wln-fi I f|pjp not tin fv tu --I.rrr- 11 il'h'-t ifin-r tn * 4 hvt * 
WltHv" 

A single hour of unreserved conversation would, per¬ 
il taps, lutve dissipated Mu*Lumiti'i mJgivings., and 1 eeotunfod 
two friends wtiose natures were so sympathetic. But, 
das 1 the Prince ami the Vizier were far asunder, mid the 
latter hud at Seville 11 crowd of enemies who were only too 
eager to cal it inmate him, to blacken him in the monarch's eyes, 
and to put n malicious interpretation upon his most trivial 
acta and words. The *' infamous men 1 of whom Jim ‘Ammiir 
spoke in Ids poem —and of whom the most co&sbieuom was 
Abu Hukr ibn Zaidun. 1 then the most inffttenthu courtier— 
had indeed so worked upon Mirt am id's mind that he hud 
already conceived doubts of 1 bn 'Ammar's fidelity when the 
Vizier hade him farewell on starting for Murcia. [1 must be 
added that Ihn ‘Aiumtir had no less dangerous an enemy 
in Ihn 'Abd nl 'Aziz, prince of Valencia and « friend of Ibn 
Tihir. 

Ott reaching Murcia, Ibn 'Animal hud intended to treat 
Him Tahir with all courtesy. He accordingly sent him an 
assortment of robes of honour immler that he might please his 
fancy ; hut Ihn Tahir, whose naturally caustic humour was 
embittered by the loss of his principality, replied to Ibn 
"Amimrs messenger: “Tell your master that 1 do hut ask 
of him a gabardine and a skull-cap. ' 1 Ihn 'Ammar received 
this reply when surrounded by hb courtiers, and hit his lip 
in anger. ” l understand the meaning of these words, lie 
said at length: “that was the costume 1 wore when, poor 
and obscure I recited my verses to him, ' Nor did he 
pardon Tim TJUur for this bitter wound to his pride. 
Changing Ids intention*, he imprisoned him in the fortre/* 
of Montcflgudo,* Yielding to the solicitations of Ibn AM 
ah-Aziz. Mu-Uiutd, however, sent orders to his \ fcier To 


< »M4 <4 lhr, pocl Aim ’1-Wnlld tbH ZanliiS . 

< * I fulfil* fruit, \Tnrei.i: *h* ml»» tii lh* MMslrol r+*k «tfll ««-*■ 
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release I bn Tahir. This order was disregarded. I 'he prisoner, 
nevertheless, succeeded in escaping, by the help of ■ Abd n\ 
‘Aziz, and took up his abode in Valencia. Ibn ‘Amnrnr was 
highly enraged, and composed a poem inciting the Valencia ns 
to revolt against their prince. It contained the following 
passage: 

,p Oh, in fiFibiffliitr of v«klin« # mt like Mic nmn Agvtllitit tin: Abd 

■l-'AiU! Pmclniin yonr jti^ grievances, and *rhor> iyou wfintber kin^- —. 

■ king wtui cbJi ikfcini yuu 4|^lbHt V*TUI enrmUss 1 U ■ li-J Moli.iiiuin ■ j 

t^r VtnrnuL 1 he inu»t he InfEtcr iTurn 1 Sie Viitpr #ln*i Isntfi iHAgTmrt'tf your 
dhfj like- n. ^mick- hn-iHhuisI who mnkrth hii piwn wife n harlot! He 
hath liJirihujred j iium rejected by Jih owes nubjrcth. He IniLli brought 
m bin I of ill on&en into jour mkbt; be bulb given ymi *i> frdlnw-dtEfccQ 
0 4-H441 vOe and Mnfainrtnn Ah ■ I mmi clean tc ihut bnm which u dr] 
without a hrnri'lcl, n iJcbiueJ dai'e, hath buffcteil. Thinktul theta Hint 
thiHE rjiiittt escape tbr vengeance of one who dndttiteth riot in pun* nit 
u| hh fm* ttVra when the night ihowoth no niar, ?* Bj what crafty wilino? 
ntr^t Lhuu £*Up<: the avongipfi Jibuti* of 4 brave warrior «f thr Beni 

■ Amsiytr, who ji followed hy 4 frre^t of #pc*rj ? Soon -halt th«?u -ec lute 

i|ijtruiir|| with #ui uiiiictmbttrnj iun! ! ValntcLin* 1 1 girt \ on -Agr 

counsel 1 timreli in jfunr might against tiiat [juJ^t which con ecu It* Lb it> 
many mfftfiib"- within wulli; ‘icijn 1 the IrtOAuns of vnullb i li-vd ft 
wLth flic ... ; Jri ill ruins alone that it once rritffti f" 

Mirtamicln who was already much incensed with Ibn 
4 Ammtir t thus parodied this effusion: 

"By wJ-mt cm fly whine-, dint tlmn the avenging hum I- of« 

frmvc warriur of Ibr Jkui 'Aimtiir: of thr rnoi who but yv^UTtUf |m>“ 
thi itascKi-^ in umittimhlr Im&grietg nt the fc*t of"every Tuttl. of 
tv^jy prince, uf every nimiarrlj who deenaed thi;inj^tva hnppy when 
thej received from lltr.lr diiuHlen A nior*.!il 4 Uttb; larger than did the 
utih-r nvifisliib : who 1* vite eRi;cilt>Olnr^, brln ailotl LThnilUiK mill who 
Jirv cajdtcd frum tho U»r «f Conilittim in the highest cLi|fnttiea ? 

These verses vastly pleased Ibu *Abd alvAziz. Ibn 
A in mar himself tried to stiHe his wratli, but, choked with 
anger, launched a yet more seatiirug Jatujjoon against 
Mu'tamrd. Runiaykiyya, and the ‘Ahljudids in general. 
The adventurer born in a hovel, whom Mu'tamid’s gener¬ 
osity lind raised from nonentity, dam! to reproach the' 
■Abbedids with having been merely obscure Jmsimtidmen 
til the liaudet of Jauinin—"that capital of the nmverse/' 
as lie called it with bitter irony. 

■■Thou hill! du*nt lunoiit; ih.: daughter. .,r till! ijcciHlt," hr c . -u- 
“ jtumjrli * tlav*. 'thnm her muster wan hi cliullv have rivto 
for ii yearbii.g cmiieL bath Itomti thcr wanton- tor 
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|»|(nj iltvjiHf. Ihil iliiUBw thee for wiw MiCUmitl f I mil hlft*.- alined tfir 
•iHdewmr: I Wit! fwd thc veil that awn th thj *ku t A>, u, cnuhtinu 
"" tllr i «r oIlI, thoti defriuW Ihr Tillftges, and yet, iriHot thou art 

coippUhiMt whf& Ihjr wlvfcs Ciltlilen! " 

Some rcmainiJig sl-hsc of shame prevented IIjii 'Ammir 
from showing these vetoes —composed, !ts they were, in a 
frenzy of rage—to any except his most intimate friends; 
but among these was a rich Eastern Jew. in whom he 
reposed complete confidence, little thinking that he was 
an fluent of Ibn ‘Ahd aL'Axfe The Jew easily contrived 
to procure a copy of the satire, in I ho ‘Anuntr's own 
writing, and sent it to the prince of V alencia. The latter 
immediately sent a letter, enclosing the satire, to Mtrtamid 
by means of a carrier pigeon 

Henceforth reconciliation was impossible. Neither 
Mu‘Umid, nor Humaykiyya, nor their sons could forgive 
Ibn 1 Ammir such scurrilous abuse. Hut the King of 
Seville whs under no necessity of piinidiiug his Vizier; 
others undertook that duty. In his heedless self-indulgence 
Ibn ‘Ammir did uoi. perceive that lbn IUshiJu aided by 
the prince of Valencia, was playing the traitor, and when 
at lust hi> eyes were openen, it was too lute. Egged on 
by lbn Riudiik. llie s<ildicrs clamoured for their"arrears of 
pay. and since (bn ’Ainmar could not satisfy them, they 
threatened to hand him over to M ir tumid. Shuddering at 
tins menace, he saved himself by a hasty Might. 

He sought refuge with Alfonso, in the hope that that 
monarch would aid him in reconquering Murcia. Hut he 
wav mistaken, Alfonso had been influenced by Ibn itushik s 
splendid gifts, and replied to Ihn 'AmnuVr: “ You tell me 
a mere tale of robbery; how one robber was robbed by 
another, who in his turn was robbed by a third J ** 1 When 
he found that he could hope for nothing at 1 .eon, Ibn 
’Afutnar proceeded to Zaragoza, where he entered Muktadir's 
service. Hut this court, much less brilliant than that of 
Seville, he found completely uncongenial He therefore 
proceeded to Uriels, where MuztiTar. a brotllcr of Mukbulir. 
reigned. He whs warmly welcomed, but since lie found 
I/crids even more dreary than Zaragoza, he returned to 
the latter city, where .Mirtamm hail succeeded his father 
Muktadir. 1 Ibn ‘Amnmr seemed destined to perish of 
mntti , ^ hich hung like n black cloud Over the present and 


1 Alutimiil, Ihr, ‘Attmur afl 4 Ibn lUtJiik iMjttctinvIjr, 
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the future; he therefore hailed with delight an opportunity 
of escaping from idleness. A easteliun of his acquaintance 
was in rebellion. I bn 'Aiimiiir promised MiVtamin to 
reduce him to obedience, anti set out with » small escort. 
On reaching the foot of the mountain on which the eastte 
stood, he asked the rebel to receive him with two attendants 
only. The castellan* unsuspiciously, granted his mi nest 
’* When you see me clasp the Governors hand.' snitl ! bn 
“Aiimiiir to Ids two servants, .bibir and Ifidi. “ plunge your 
swords into his heart. The castellan was shun, his soldiers 
were granted quarter, and Mi'i'tatnin was highly pleased 
with the service which I bn ‘Ainmar had rendered him. 
Soon iftcrwardii the latter thong!it he saw another oppor- 
Liiiiity of gratifying the feverish activity which consumed 
hint, He planned the acquisition of Segura for MiVlumin. 
Perched ujkhi the summit of an almost inaccessible irng. 
this fortress had maintained its independence when Muktftdir 
bad seized the territories of ‘Afl, mince of Dcnia, and a 
sou of the latter, named Siraj-ud-Daula, had held it for 
some time; hut he had recently died, and the Herd Solmil. 
who had been the guardians of Lis children, w ished to sell 
Segura to a neighbouring prince. Ibu 4 Armour promised 
.M i- tuiiiii] to obtain the fortress for him as he secured the 
other castle. He set out will) a few troops, and asked 
the Dent Solmil to grant him an interview. They consented, 
but instead of hiring than into his trap, llm ‘Ammor, 
who had given them offence when he reigned in .Murcia, 
whs himself ensnared. ‘ITie approaches to Segura were 
defended by so precipitous a slope that to effect aft entrance 
it was necessary to climb hand over hand. On rear hint; 
this, dangerous spot, with Jibir mid Uadi, his indispensable f 
companions in every dangerous enterprise, Ibu 4 AmmAr 
was the first to clumber up; but as soon as his feet touched 
level ground, the soldiers of the garrison seized him. nnd 
shouting to his two servants, bade them run for their lives 
if they did not wish to be shot down with arrows. There 
was no need to repeat the warning, and scampering down 
the rock the servants informed the Zaragozan soldiers that 
Ibu ‘Aninuir had been taken prisoner. Well assured thal 
any attempt Co resent him Would In- fruilk"", the troop* 
marched liuine. 

Having thrown Ibu ‘Ammir into a dungeon, the Beni 
Sohojt determined to sell him to the highest bidder. Thk 
proved to He Mu'tamid, who purchased him together with 
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the castle of Segura, turf the prince's son Rftrf was in¬ 
structed to bring Oie primmer to t'ortiovn. The unfortunate 
V'iuier entered the city fettered nmi mounted on ti baggage 
mule, between two sacks of straw. Mu*Umid overwhelmed 
him with reproaches, and showing him tile vindictive satire, 
asked him if he recognisi-d his own writing. The prisoner, 
who could scarcely stand upright under his ponderous chains, 
remained silent, with downcast, eyes: but when tin prince 
had ended his long invective, Uie Vftier replied: *■ 1 deny 
nothing, tuy lord, of wlmt you have said ; of what use would 
it be for me to deny it. when even lifeless tilings would 
testify to tile truth of your words i I have erred, 1 Jim e 
grievously insulted you—yet pardon me ! " ** That whieli 

thou Imst done is nnpardonable,'' replied Miptaniiil. 

The Indies whom lie had outraged in his satire took their 
revenge by assailing him with biting mockeries. At Seville 
he had to endure afresh the insults of the crowd. His im¬ 
prisonment, however. vr*» protracted, and this circumstance 
gave him hope, lie knew, moreover, that several person¬ 
age of importance, including Prince Rashid, bail spoken or 
written on his behalf. He did not cease to stimulate the 
Serf of these allies by his verses, till Msi'laniid grew weary 
of the interminable petitions addressed to him, mid forbade 
any more writing materials to be given to the prisoner ; but 
the V izier implored Jiim to let him have, only once mure, 
paper, ink ami u reed, and Ins request liaving been grunted, 
nc composed a long poem to be handed to the King in the 
evening, wliilc he sat at a banquet. When the guests had 
deported, Mu'tainid read the verses, was touched, and sum¬ 
moned I bn ‘Aawuir to his apartment, where he once more 
reproached him with his ingratitude. At first, ! bn ‘Am mar, 
choked with sobs, could scarcely replv. but recovering little 
by little, he recalled with .so much eloquence the happiness 
which they had formerly enjoyed together that M u‘tumid, 
wha was deeply moved, seemed softened—perhaps half vun- 
1 pushed—and addressed u few reassuring word* to him, but 
no formal pardou- Unfortunately—and no misfortune is so 
bitter as one which darkens the dawn of hope—I bn ‘Ammar 
strangely misunderstood Mu’tannd - feelings towards him. 
The alternation* of anger and compulsion which he Imd 
witnessed, he hud interpreted erroneously. Mu'tamid doubt¬ 
less still felt for him a shred of Ills former alTeolioii. buL 
there was il wide gulf between regret and pardon. This is 
what I bn Am mar did not understand. On re-entering lift 




688 SPANISH ISLAM [ev u 

prison tic dwelt upon his approaching return to fortune, 
and, u mi bit- to restrain the jov with which Ins heart over¬ 
flowed, he sent Rashid a letter announcing the happy issue 
of his conversation with the 11101101*011. Rashid was not 
alone when this letter readied him, and as lit- read it his 
Vizier 'Isa cast a rapid and furtive glance at the document, 
which sufficed to inform him of its ten our. Either through 
mere garrulity, or because he had no love for I bn ‘Aruitmr, 
‘Isa noised abroad the matter, and it soon readied the ears 
of Abft Bakr ibn Z aid Cm, embellished with exaggerations 
which are lost to us, but which must Itavc been of a very 
scandalous nature, since an Arab historian observes that he 
passes them over in silence rather than sail his book with 
them, lbu Zajdhn passed the night in anguish; for him 
Thu 'Ammftr's rehabilitation would mean disgrace-—perhaps 
death. On the morrow, uncertain what course to adopt, he 
remained in his house instead of repairing, as usual, to the 
palace. Mu‘tarn id sent for him, and greeted him with hisac* 
cu stained friendliness, so that Ibn Zaidiin became sure that 
the situation was not so perilous as he hud supposed. Ac¬ 
cordingly, when the King inquired the cause of his delay, 
Ibn Znidfln replied that lie feared lie had fallen into dis¬ 
grace : lie went on to relate how the King's conversation 
with Ibn * Am m At was known to all the Court; how the 
return of the ex-Vizier to power was momentarily expected : 
how his friend and compatriot lbu Sahim, Prefect of the 
City, had already prepared splendid apartments for his re¬ 
ception in his own bouse, until his palaces should be restored 
to him; and of course he did not omit one of the calumnies 
which had liven spread abroad. 

Mu'tamid was beside himself with rage. Even if what 
had passed between himself and his prisoner hud not been 
distorted by hatred, he would have been indignant at 
Ibn 'Arnni&r s fatuous presumption in taking a. few kindly 
words as a pledge that he was to he set at liberty and re¬ 
stored to power. "Go, ask lbu * A mmftr ," He said to a 
eunuch. ■" by what means tie divulged the conversation 
which I hail with him last evening '!" The eunuch speedily 
returned. *’ Ibn ‘.lumiar/ he said, *'denies having spoken 
to anyone,” ” Rut he may have written 1 " replied Mu'tamid; 

“ I gave him two sheets of paper: on one he wrote a poem 
which he sent to me; what Ihls he done with the Other? 
ho, and ask him that question . 1 H 

The eunuch returning said: H ibn ‘Ammir avers that 
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Ke used the other sheet fur a draft of the poem.** "If 
su. replied iMif t a miJ i *' Id him give you the draft/' [bn 
•Amumr could no longer deny the truth. “ I wrote to 
rrnee lUsbtd.*l* said penitently, “to inform him of the 
Ivoags promise," 

At this avowal, the Wood uf his terrible father, tlmt 
vulture ever road} to swoop upon the prey and assuage |,j s 
W *" Jts vitnbr. surged through Mu^nmids veins. 
mg Ihe hist weapon that by to hand—11 splendid batik-- 
2OCC given him by ALfanso^he mounted in it few stthh s 
ihv stairs which led Ui tlie chmuht-r uIil-iv.- Jhn *A mmflr 

^viLs confined. 


As to glance met the monarch's Hashing eves, Ibu 
Ammfir trembled. Me knew that Ins last; liour had runic 
Dragging his chains he fell at MiVtitmi.JV feet, and covered 
them with kisses and tears; hut the King, inaccessible to 
pity, struck his prisoner again and again with t he battle-axe, 
until his blows fell upon a cold corpse. 

Such was the tragic end of N.n *AmmAr. Throughout 
Arab Spain it caused a profound impression, which, hmv- 
cecv, was not of long duration, for grave events which took 
ptare nt [ nk-do f mill !lit.- mlyitmx cif Hie CustihVm urm\A 
mhjii diverted men's thoughts into other channels. 


1 A,m ion mu : Ifm uPAlilrir, pj, n*,-f| . JtfW.. li. .si;, .tfi-7. |ftu 
Jiy; I Ini H.-.iim, II (Art ,„i llm AiranArj; ‘Abet aj-VVuliiil, ii,t 
S 5 ^ 0 h J 





CHAFJ'EB XU 

ALFONSO VI—BATTLE nr ZALLaKA 

rill IF. Emperor AUb&so V l —King of Ia-oji. Castile, 
X Ualich and Navane—was firmly resolved to conquer 
the whole Peninsula: nor did lue lack the power to carry out 
his intention. Fie had. however, tiu wish to act hastily, and 
could ulford to hide his Lime ; lor he was meanwhile steadily 
amassing the sinews Of War—tilt surest means of attaining the 
object of his ambition. He crushed the treasuries of the 
Moslem kinglets as in a wine-press, till they poured forth gold. 

The feeblest of all his tributaries was, perhaps, Kadir, 
King of Toledo. Brought up in tflcmiimcy, this prince 
was the puppet of his eunuchs and the laughing-stock 01 
his neighbours, who vied with one another in fleecing him 
Alfonso seemed bis only protector. It was to tin- Emperor, 
therefore, tlmt Kiidir turned when he could no iongcr con¬ 
trol his subjects, who were weary of his rule, Alfonso 
expressed lus readiness to furnish troops, but asked an 
imult.*use sum for Ivis services. Kadir summoned the princi¬ 
pal citizens and demanded tin money from them, fhej 
refused it. “ l swear," cried the King, '* that if ye do not 
instantly provide me with this sum. I will deliver your 
children into the hands of Alfonso 1 "Nnj, rather will 
we drive thee ont!" was the reply. The Toledans there¬ 
upon transferred their allegiance to Mutawakkil of Hittlajoit, 
mu) Kadir fled From the city by night. II e again iinplornJ 
Alfonso to render him assistance. 1 will besiege Toledo- 
replied tlie Emperor, in effect. *• and reinstate you on me 
throne; but you luuslgive me all the gold you have curried 
away, nnd in pledge of further payments you must 
tut 1 certain fortresses, Kndir submitted to these con¬ 
dition*. and hostilities against Toledo connncured in IdHO. 

This war had lasted for two years, when the Empeiw 
sent his usual embassy, consisting of sc vend knights, ty 
Mu‘tnmid, to demand the annual tribute. The c»vo\' 
were accompanied by a Jew, Uen-ShAlih 1 by name, 
was empowered to receive the money—for at that pern* 

1 f *r a -iiuplv to Nu*akW 
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Jews fhoqu^ntly acted as Intermediaries between Moslems 

find ChnstiAUs, 

When the envoys had pitched their lent* outside the 
city, the ttbute-mojiev w*» cmvryed to them By a depot* 
tu.il ol odiee's. fended by the Prime Minister, 

Atiu Ifnkr lImi /uidnii. A part of the monev, however, 
wa * ol oebwmd linage, since -Mu*timid hint feen unable 
to raise the required sum. although tie had levied :i special 
c 'f x W ^ purpose* As soon lb the Juiv &tu tin base 
pieces, he exclaimed: “Think you that I am such n 
simpleton as to accept counterfeit money ? I take nothing 
hut pure gold—and. next year, towns/' 

When these words were reported to Mir tumid, he vu 
highly incensed. Fetch me the Jew and Im colleagues! 

crietl to Ij is .sold k-rs. I lie MtttT was iuiiI tvhcu the 

crivoys had been brought to the palace. Mu tumid ordered 
the Ltristiaiis to he imprisoned, and the Jew to he crucified 

“Have mercy!'' cried the Jew, lately so arrogant, hut 
now trembling in may limb, “and l will give you mv 
weight in gold! ” 

"j®y Allah !' replied Mu*t*mid f "if thou wert to offer 
me nil Spain mid Mauritania for your ransom I would not 
accept them 1 , \ riel the Jew was crucified . 1 

, t , . , n Ow ning what had occurred. Alfonso swore by ihc 
I'nnity and ntj the saints that he would exact » signal and 
terrible vengeance. " I will lav waste I he infidel's dominions 
with warriors numerous as the hairs of my head, nml ! 
will not holt until I reach the Struits of Gibraltar!” Since, 
however, the Emperor could not abandon to their fate 
the Castilian, knights Who languished in the dungeons of 
^Seville, he was obliged to ask Mu'txraid bo name the 
conditions on which lie would release them. The Emir 
<iejimmied Hie restitution of Almodovar,' and upon being 
granted pasiicssmn of this town, set the prisoners at iifertv 
Scarcely had they relumed home when Alfonso executed 
hi- threat. He pillaged mid burned the village of the 
Axiintfe, slew ur enslaved till .Moslems who had not found 
time to trike refuge in some stronghold, besieged Seville 
f»M- three days, and ravaged tie- province of Si don a. tin 
reaching the shore near Tariff* the Emperor rode his horse 
into the surf, and cried: " I have reacted Lhe furthest 

' This* mnlm td the 't«T mb «ti th* a.ill.orit} Ihn n uvt 

'* Uu’lpiiil’. noiTTt Thn ftouidi mt-mdiir, rclinil irpev^t l>,v Miktafi »*ai. t,> I„ 
tim work of n itupfr fwlrtil enflyc«t iif Aairttit tmUHtilia 

1 <HT OvtKhdc* (c. Il l mckilt-i thm nnMUip tie LftuNH feptumt hf AlfdukL 
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ext reality of Spain 1" Having thus fulfilled his vow, unit 
gratified his vanity, he marched his anuy back to Toledan 
territory (a,d. 1082). 

There, too, Itis onus were victorious, and Mutawnkkil 
having lieen obliged to evacuate the country, the inhabit¬ 
ant* of the Capital grudgingly opened their gates to Kfldir 
( 1084 k Kadir levied an immense euntrihutmii upon tin 
citizens, and ottered if to the Emperor. Alfonso declared 
the sum insufficient. Kitdir thereupon begged for some 
delay, and this was grunted, subject to his ceding additional 
fortresses as a pledge: he could not but consent; bis herb 
Luge was vanishing piecemeal. Ids resources were at an cud. 
but be knew that the sword of the terrible Alfonso hung 
above his head, and that at the first sign ol 1 cont umacy it 
would fall. And m he gave him gold, arid then more gold 
—and fortresses, and then more fortresses: to satisfy llie 
Empemr ire oppressed his subjects and ultimately degopu- 
luted life kingdom, for in desperation the Toledans rmigrat' d 
in sin>nIs. arid settled in the territories of the King ol 
Zaragoza Vet Kadir’s eftbv! were fruitless; his extort ion* 
served only to whet Alfonso s appetite; and the Enure ror, 
when bis victim swore that he was penniless, proceeded to 
devastate the environs of Toledo. For » little while Kadir 
still dung to his tottering throne, but at length he relaxed 
his hold. As Alfonso had anticipated, he offered to cede 
Toledo, making, however, certain stipulations, of which the 
chief were; that Alfonso should afford protection to the 
lives and property of the Toledans, who should not Ik 
forbidden to emigrate; that they should Ire subjected only 
to a fixed poll-tax: tlmt they should retain the Great 
Mosi jue; and, that Kadir should he granted Valencia, 

The Emperor accepted these condition*, and <m May -a, 
1085. he entered the ancient capital of the Visigothic 
kingdom. Henceforth the arrogance of Alfonso was only 
paralleled by the abject servility of the Moslem prir. 
Almost all of them hastened to send the Emperor cungratu- 
hitory embassies. offering him gifts, and assuring him thnt 
they looked upon themselves os his tax-collectors, Alfon-m 
the “ Lord of the Two Faiths,** as lie termed him self in hi' 
letters, book no pains to conceal bis contempt for the 
Moslems. Husain nd-duuki. the lord of Alburnum- canu 
personally to offer him a superb present. Just then an ap< 
was amusing tire Emperor liy its antics. " 'fake this beast 
in return for thy gift! " 4 said Alfonso disdainfully: unci the 
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Modes' 1 , far from showing rcscnliuej it, regarded tbc ape as 
pledge of Iricjicisliip and as a testimony that his territories 
were safe. 

After the annexation of Toledo. Volcnems turn came. 
In that inly the two suns of fbn *Abd nl-Aziz weit ion- 



* rcHJsUd ' *** kttJ «* it was by a ('asfilial! army under 
the command o! the famous soldier Alvar Fa*i Hut 
Lhe V akuemus would have to maintain these trra.ps, a! 
the d«ly cost of six hundred gold pieces. It was useless 
tor Jus new subjects to assure KMr that he did not need 
this army, since they Were loyal, lie was not hi simple- 
minded as to trust them; knowing tint the citizens hated 
11 | ^ r * v# ^ had nut ufriutdoritd Uiaif km 

he kept !jis (_iistilians, Jo pay them lie imposed a special 
tux upon Uiu city and its territory, and wrung heftw 
coiitriuuttota from the nobles , 1 \ e v ert he less, in spite of 
ln^ despotic imposts. Kadir, pressed by Alvar Fiuiea for 
Mm ars of pay. at length found himself at the end of bis 
resources. He «tf on I i Ugly proposed to the Ciwtffiam that 
they should setllc in his kingdom after being provided with 
extensive domains. They consented, but entrusting the 
cultivation of their lands to serfs, continued to make forays 
m tin- surrounding country. Their numbers were increawd 
by the dregs of the Arab population. A multitude of 
duvcs, convicts, ami vagulxmtls many of whom had abjured 
f slam ism. enrolled themselves under their banners. and soon 
these bonds became infamous for their cruelties. They 
. murdered men, violated women, and would sell a Moslem 
prisoner for ajar of wine, a loaf of bread, or a pound of fish. 
" hen n prisoner would riot, or could not, pay ransom, they 
Would cut out his tongue, put out bis eves, arid cause him to 
he torn to pieces by niastiifs, 

' alciidn was, therefore, practically Alfonsos, Kadir 
«:r. nominally its King, but most of its territory was in the 
bauds of Uie Castilians, and Alfonso had but to speak the 
won! to incorporate it with bis empire. Zaragoza also 
seemed lost. Alfonso besieged it. and made a vow to 
capture it. At the further extremity of Spain, one of 
Alfonso's lieutenants, Garcia Ximciiez. had installed himself 
with a Itody of horsemen, in the castle of Alcdo. not far 

* Ineludiof ifc* nw» uf Jl*n MM rtevVerfa* a 881}, II. 121. 
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from Lorca, and made incessant raids into Alincria. Nor 
was mi tad a spared, for in 1 1 iu spring of 1085, tlie C&StililUls 
mlvaiiml to tile village of Nlbur, u longue to the east of 
Granada. mid gave buttle to the Moslems, In every quarter 
danger’, threatened, and blank despondency prevailed. The 
Moslems (hired not attack Ihe Christians even with it 
.superiority of five to one. A body of four hundred A I menu ns 
—picked men—were put to flight by eighty Castilians, li 
was clear that if tin Ante of Spain were left to their own 
resources, only two alternatives would he open to them—to 
submit to the Emperor, or to emigrate. Many of them hod 
indeed made up thetr minds to adopt the latter course. 
**Set out upon your journey, O Andalusians," ex chums a 
poet. *■ for to remain here is madness!" Nevertheless, 
emigration was an extreme measure, and the Arabs were 
loath to adopt it. All was not yet lost, and help might yr t 
be obtained from Africa, It was thither that the more 
sanguine lucked for salvation. A suggestion was made llwt 
the Bediiwin nf Ifrikm should be appealed to; but it was 
objected that they were ns remarkable lnr their hnrhtiritv as 
for their valour, and that if tiny landed h l Spain they wouhi 
tie likely to pillage the Moslems instead of fighting die 
Christians. The Abnormities were then thought of I'liesc 
were the Berbers of the Sahara, who were for tlie first time 
playing a part on the world's stage. Itecently con vert r d 
to Llamisrn by a missionary from Sijiimesn. they find 
tiiude rapid conquests, anti at the epoch we have now 
readied, their vast empire extended from the Senegal to 
Algiers. The idea of calling in live aid of the Abnoravidt s 
appealed ch idly to the religious. The princes, on the other 
hand, for a long time hesitated. Some of them, such a*, 
MirUmid and Miitnivnkkil, kept up a correspondence w ith 
Yusuf i bn TsLshifiu. King of tlie Atm ora vide*. and they had 
more than once gone no far ss to seek his aid against the 
Christians; but the Andalusian princes as a whole had h T ’ 
sympathy with the chief of the barbarous and fanatical 
warrior* of the Sahara, regarding him rather ns a dangeton ■ 
rival than an ally. But the daily waxing peril rendered d 
necessary to grasp the onlj remaining means of saf‘ r 
Such at k-:ist was Mu*twoid\ opinion, and wdidi his eldest 
son, Knshid. pointed out the danger <>f introducing tl c 
A1 more vide* into Spain, he replied; " That is true; W I 
have no desire to be branded by my descendant-. &■- the mfiii 
who delivered Andalusia a prey to the infidels ; 1 ant loath 
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ttt have my name cursed in every Moslem pulpit; mid, tor 
my part. I would rather lx: :i cumei driver in Africa limit m 
swineherd in Castile." 

Mu’tumid, having uutde up hi-, mini], mitirsled Ins neigh¬ 
bour!;, MutAWakkii of Hmlnjo/ him! 'Abdallah of (imiimjiL. 1 
to ICt in concert with him. and to nominate tln:ir Jv-uNe* a> 
envoys. Abd Khfik ihn Mtikitnti ami A ini .la 1 far KoluM, the 
Kadit-s oi Budajry/ and Grnnndft re spectively. jjrmrd mg ly 
arrivednt Seville. The K*dy of Cordova, Ibn Adhnm. and 
the V liter Abu llnkr ibn Zunhm were ivssoeinted with them, 
and thirst' four embarked nt Algecims on their mission to 
^ tisul'. They were authorized to invite him, each in )u$ sove¬ 
reign's JUiinc, to land in Spain with an nrniy. but the rc<|iiesL 
wits coupled with certain conditions of which no record re 
mains; we only know that Yusuf took on oath not to seize 
the states of any of the Andalusian princes. It then became 
necessary to determine the plate of Yusuf s Landitig. Urn 
Z it id tin proposed Gibraltar; but Yusuf preferred A Igeeiras, 
mid suggested that that town should be ceded to him. 
Mu'tojnidZ Vizier replied that he was not authorized t" 
von 1 ply with this request. Thereupon Yusuf treated the 
envoys coldly, and gave them evasive and ambiguous replies; 
w> tlmt on leaving him they were uncertain which cmirse he 
would adopt: lu hud neither promised nor re fitted to tome. 
The resulting perplexity of the princes wit", however, 
n«ni removed in nn unpleasant manner, and their previous 
suspicions were confirmed, Yusuf, who undertook few 
enterprises without consulting the Fakihs. asked their 
advice, and they declared that it was his duty to fight the 
Castilians, ami further, that if Algecims were not given him 
„ lie should take it. Armed with this/Wua. Yusuf ordered 
a huge force to embark at Ceuta ill u Heat of a hundred 
vessels, and Atgcciras soon found itself encompassed by an 
army clamouring for provisions and demanding the surrender 
of the town. Jlazi. the commandant, of Algedm. was 
sorely perplexed by this unlooked-for emergency. Ife did 
not withhold provisions from the Al morn v ides, but nt the 
sami' time he prepared to meet force with force, Mean¬ 
while he sent a letter to his father, by currier-pigeon, asking 
for instructions. Mu‘tamid replied promptly; be quickly 
realized that he had gone too far to withdraw, in «*pite of 
Yusuf]s dishonourable conduct, and that he must pul n 

4 * thfiiMh irFT^tikt^priifinr'* wr* 4irbM *«it F« • m gtm nrJ- 

M MjILIl ,ju, 1 Temlnj— tKi fii*t tiratsliif tinmult, aud lit* Bpcaad 
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good face on the matter. Hu therefore ordered his son to 
evacuate Algcciras aiul retire tu Rom in. Meanwhile fresh 
troop's titled From Ceuta, and at last Yusuf himself landed 
at Algeciius. He immediately strengthened the fortillcii- 
lions of the town, stocked it with munitions ot war mid 
stores of food, and provided it with an «de*jtt*te garrison. 
Then he set out for Seville with his main army. MuHnniiiJ 
rode out to greet him, surrounded In Lin- chief higm larks 
of the SUite. When they met, the King attempted to kis-. 
Yusufs hand, but the Utter prevented him, and cm brand 
him iideetioilately. The customary gil ts were not forgotten, 
and those offered by Mu'tamid were so lavish that Yftsiif was 
nbk- to give somewhat to every soldier in his army, and con¬ 
ceived u lolly idea of the riches of Spain, The armv halted 
near Seville, mid the two grandsons of Hadis- 'Abdallah of 
frrnnada and Temim of Malaga—there joined the Almorn■ 
vides, the former with three hundred, and the hitter with 
two hundred horse. Mutasim of Almeria sent a regiment 
of cavalry under the command of one of his sons, with tui 
expression of regret that the threatening altitude of Uie 
Christians of Aledo prevented him from appearing in jKrrsoJi, 
I'hght days later the army set out for Itiulnjo/, wliere it 
was joint'd by Mutawakkil and his troops. The combined 
fortes then advanced on Toledo, hut had not proceeded fef 
before they tame hi touch with the enemy, 

Alfonso v, .r, still besieging Zaragoza when lie beard dm! 
the AI moral ides had landed in Spain, Relieving the King 
of Zaragoza to l>e unaware of the arrival of the Africans, 
the Emperor offered to raise the siege, on payment of a 
large indemnity. But Mustn'in. who had learned tin; great 
news, refused io pay a single dirhem. Alfonso then fell _ 
liach on Toledo, after ordering Alvar I'a he/ and his other 
lieu tenants to join him there with their troops. As soon a* 
Ins army, in which there were many French knights, had as¬ 
sembled, Alfonso set out, determined to iLssuitie the ofl'co 
sive. lie encountered the A1 mom vide* and their allies not 
far from BaJujti*, near a place called Zalirika by the Moslem*, 
and Sacra I in- by the Christians. Snimly had Ids ••’it;up 
been pitched before he received n letter from Yusuf. in»it- 
iug litiH either to embrace Ishiiiiisiu or pay tribute, nod 
threatening war if he refused. Alfonso was highly indig¬ 
nant at this message. Ijc therefore ordered one of bis 
Arab scribes to reply to the effect that since the Moslems 
had been tributary' to him for many years, he paid no heed 
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Ur Midi insulting propositions, fitfrfiiiff that be hud a large 
«»y which ciutMed him to punish lire presumption of his 
eniamci. On the receipt of this letter ul the Moslem 
C hatted lay, an Andalusian itnmediiitclv wrote it replv, hut 
> nsui found this composition too \ eifcose, unit indorsing 
the Emperor's letter with the simple Words: " If ’hit nil! 
hiq/pen thou shalt w ’" sent it hack to Alfonso. 1 

I he day ut buttle had now lu Tit; fixed. ns was niUoinnry 
at that period, mid uji Thursday, dctohtt- 22, 1086, Alfonso 
sent this message to the Moslems: 11 To-morrow is your 

holy-day, and Sunday is ours : 1 propose, therefore, that, we 
join UuiLlc the day after la-morrow. 1 Yusuf agreed to 
Lite suggestion, hut Mu-hmml suspected trickery, and 
since he would lime to lienr the brunt of » sudden attack 

fur tiie Anda1u$iikiis tunned the udv mure-guard. while 
tlie AI momv ides were in the rear, concealed by the momi- 
htinv—he took pregnutiems against a surprise and sent light 
horse to watch the movements of tile enemy- Be it it 
uneasy, and ceaselessly consulted Ids astrologer* A critical 
moment had arrived. The fate of Spain hung upon the issue 
of the forthcoming hid Me, nod Lhe Castilians were mnneri 
cully superior. 'I'he Moslems, indeed* believed tin: Christian 
forces tij' miuibcrj fifty or sixty Un-Mieiod men. while Llu v 
themselves were not more tlum twenty Ui on sand strong. 

At dawn of day Mir turn id viw his fears realised: his 
SCouts Wanted him of the approach of tile Christians. His 
position was very perilous, for be run liar chance of being 
jumihiliilxd before the Alnuirn. ides could conn* up; he 
therefore summoned Yusuf in come to his support with 
idl his troops, or at least to yml u st rong reinforcement, 
Hut Yusuf was in no hurry. He had formed a plan of 
battle t.o which he intended to adhere, and so little did be 
concern himself about the fate of the And a lus inns that 
he exclaimed : '* What if these men are massacred i They 
are all our enemies!" Thus abandoned to their own 
resources, most of the Andalusia) i> (led : the Sevilkn* atone, 
encouraged by the example of the King—who although 
wounded in the face and hand displayed superb courage— 
valiantly stum! Lhoir ground until at length an Aim or.xvidi 
division cashf hi their support, f km-e!\.'th Ole com bn t 
Was b ss unequal ; nevertheless tile Sev ilhins were amazed 

Tl*h K lirth f H-iruii ul* It* ill it! Lurl. diit a miEiiMtlml i Millar replf tv Hie 
K rtipcmr W-rrpjiu m h. 

.^ifititui'liMi jtTEr 11 j at Muudir mu the iky 1111,1 pi*nL Wt uf frjBnl io 
Hi* Sahtntlv 
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treat, tor the 



reinforcement luut not been large enough to permit them 
to dream of victory. What hid happened was this* 
Vftouf 011 seeing the Castilian army engaged with the 
Andalusians determined to attack it in the rear. lie 
accordingly vent, in support of Mu'tamid :i force sufficient 
to save him from annihilation, and then, making a 
fell with his mum body upon Alfonso’s vamp. There he 
inflicted frightful carnage iijhju the ! loops left to protect 
it, and having set tire to the camp tie charged the Castilian 
rear-guard, driving a crowd of fugitives before him. Alfonso 
thus found himself hemmed in, :md since the army attack¬ 
ing his rear was more nutneraus than that which Iked him, 

Jje was compelled to turn Ids main body against the former. 

A desperate conflict ensued. The camp was alternately 
captured and recaptured, while Yusuf rode amidst his meii 
crying; “ Courage. Moslems f ttefore you are the enemies 
of l»od 5 Paradise awaits I hose who fall in the fight I " 

The Andalusians who had taken to flight now rallied 
and cjiTiic to Mu'tamtd s assistance. On the other side 
\ iisuf flung against the L!.istQians his negro guards, whom 
he held in reserve, and who did terrible execution. One 
'»f them even cut bis way to Alfonso and wounded him 
in the thigh with a dagger. As night fell, the victory, 
so hotly nun tested, at lost by with the Moslems; mod of 
the Christians lair dead or wounded on the hittletteld, 
others took to flight, and Alfonso, escorted by only live 
hundred horse, with difficulty escaped [October *JIS, lOHd). 

This brilliant victory, however, did not yield nil l he 
fruits which might have been expected. Yusuf hnd in* 
tended to penetrate into the enemy’s country, but he r „ 
abandoned this design on hearing of the death of Jiis eldest 
son, whom he had left sick at Ceuta. He contented him* 
sell, therefore, with placing under Mu*tamid's command 
a division of three thousand men. and returned to Africa 
with the rest of his army , 1 

rir# *ntoon(» of.Hw faith' nf ZiiliLlJi pr*u Ly tin, i-itln rjj», mle Jen n'f 

rn» jiv-f!- ■ iti^TLi-rtH la » t nh I Nr rrihcf hi ml, 1 th i|ii!u*» hut «riCHJlwsrtffiat on Hi* 
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CHAPTER XIII 

YPsrr ms tA-hiiIs 

rpii K arrival of flit- Almornvides in Spain had Compelled 
JL the Castilians to evacuate tin* kingdom of Valencia 
and to raise Lliu siege of Zara go/it, Alfonso's defeat »t 
/dlnkiL bad cost him many of bis best soldiers—according 
to Moslem chroniclers lie lost on that occasion ten thousand 
or even twenty-four thousand men. Ttu Andalusian prince-, 
moreover, were relieved from their shameful obligation to 
pay Alfonso an minimi tribute, and the West — where the 
fortresM s were henceforth defended by the soldiers whom 
Vtisnfliml supplied to Mu* tain id — had nothing to fear from 
the attacks of the Emperor. These were. indeed. tangible 
benefits, mid the Andalusians hud good reason for rejoicing. 
The whole bind rang with cries of joy ; the tunic of Yusuf 
was on ntl merits bps; he* piety, his valour, his military' 
talents, were everywhere extolled ; he vm* Jtailed as I lie 
saviour of Andalusia and of Islam; lie was proclaimed the 
greatest soldier of the age* The* Fukihs especially never 
wearied in singing his praises. In their eyes Yusuf was 
more tlum a hero: ho was a man ordained of God. 

And yet, important and brilliant ns the victory hail 
liteu, it was by no means decisive. The Castilians, at any 
rate, refused to regard it in that light. Ju spite of llie defeats 
which they 2 Lad sustained they did n--t despair or regaining 
their Inst ground. They tidnuLL'l that im attack against 
Ikidnju?, and Seville would be too hazardous, but tile east 
of Andalusia was vulnerable, and migh t easily he devast ated, 
if not conquered. The petty principalities of the East— 
Valencia, Mint in, Lorca, Almerm—were the weakest Stales 
in the Peninsula, and the Castilians werupied u ven strong , 
position in their midst which completely dnminuUtl them, 
fliis was the fortress of Alcdo -of which the ruins still 
exist 1 — between Murcia and Lotto. Situated «n n very 
precipitous mountain, and able to accommodate n garrison 
of twelve or thirteen thousand men, Atedc was regno led 
as impregnable, Thence it was that the Castilians sallied 

1 f\. ftwlataft J** 1 * i T - 31,1 
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forth to make raids upon the surrounding districts, they 
evcu besieged Altneria, Lorca, anti Murcia, and it sex-met! 
probable, that if measures were not taken for their defence 
these towns would fall into the Imnds of the enemy. 

Mu Hamid recognised the magnitude of the danger 
which threatened Andalusia on the east, and that Ills personal 
interest* were also affected, Murcia ;md 1 .orca, the two 
towns most exposed Lo attack, belonged to him—the iirst 
of right, and the second virtually, since its king. Tim al Yasa, 

fix-ling unable to resist the Castilians Aledo single- 
handed, had recognised Mu'tamid us his sovereign in the 
hope of being aided by him. At Murcia, Elm Itushik still 
reigned, and Mu‘tumid yearned to punish that rebel. 
Having therefore determined to make an expedition infer* 
tlic East with the double object of checking the forays 
of the Christiana and reducing Ibu KashUt to submission, 
Hie Scvillun monarch united his own troops with those 
lent him by Yh&uf and set out for I .urea. 

On reaching that town he learned that a sinmdroti of 
three hundred Castilians was in the neighbourhood. Ih 
therefore ordered his sou Ua/.i t■ ■ attack them with three 
thousand Scvillun horsemen. Ra/i, however* who loved 
literature ladder than warfare, excused himself on the plea 
■>f illness, Highly incensed at this refusal, .Mu’tumid then 
entrusted the command lo another of his sons, Mu'Uidd, 
Once more was the superiority of Castilians over Anda¬ 
lusians illustrated. Although they outnumbered their foes 
in the ra'io of ten to one, the SevilUns were diBgmccfidly 
defeat ed. 

Nor were Mu‘tarn id s attempts lo reduce Murcia more 
successful. Urn Rnshfk contrived t» Secure the sympathies . 
of the Almoravides in the Sevillan army, and MuHamid 
was obliged to return to his capital without having gained 
a single advantage. 

It had thus become evident that the battle of ^allAkn 
hud left the Andalusians us incapable <>f sfdf* do tenet! as 
they had been before that victory, and that if Yusuf did 
not once mure come to their rescue they musl finally 
succumb- 1 usist s palace was therefore besieged by Fukih'- 
niid notables from Valencia, Murcia, Lorca, mid Baza. 

1 Jit V jik-nciniis lutd n grievance against llodrigo el Lotn- 
pcador (The Cidj, who posed ns Eudirs protector after 
compelling him to pay a monthly subsidy of six thousand 
ducats, and who laid’waste the country round under the 
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pretext ol subjugating rebels; 1 the inhabitants of the other 
towns were eloquent upon the outrages committed bv 
the Castilians of A led a, and all were agreed lliuL if Viiaiii" 
did not come to their aid, Andalusia would inevitably 
Income u prey to the Christians, Their entreaties, how¬ 
ever, seem to have bad but little effect upon the Mtntjemn 
monardi. Yusuf promised, it is true, lo cross the Straits 
at a favourable season of the year; but be made no serious 
preparations, and, hinted, if he did nut openly declare, that 
he awaited a direct appeal from the princes, Tim Mli'taraid 
resolved to make, The suspicions which he had nursed 
with regaul to Yusufs secret intentions, hud been gradually 
divdpnted, <>r at least weakened. Except in occupying 
AlgcHras, the African monarch had done nothing to wound 
the susceptibilities of the Andalusian princes or justify 
their apprehensions ; on the contrary, he had often declared 
that though before seeing Andalusia lie had formed an 
exalted idea of the beauty imd we tilth of the country, the 
reality bad disappointed him. MiidKitiid, therefore, was 
reassured, and mice the danger which threatened his 
country was undoubtedly very great, he determined to pay 
Yusuf a visit. 

The Ahimruvidc greeted him with the utmost reaped 
and cordiality, at the same time assuring him that lie need 
not. have come personally, but that a letter would have 
received » prompt reply. "1 have come, 1 wild Mu'tamid. 
“to tell you that we arv exposed to a grave danger. A It'd" 
lies in the heart of our country, it is impossible for ns to 
wrest it from the Christians, and if you can do so, you 
will render ail immense service to religion, i oit haw 
already been our deliverer: save us once more. “1 can 
but make the attempt."" replied Yusuf, and when Mu'tamid 
Intd returned to Seville, the A l mom vide hastened his 
military' preparations. When all was ready, he crossed 
the Siraits with his troops, landed at Algedras in the 
spring of 1 ntJO. and effecting a junction with Mir tumid, 
invited the Andalusian princes to march with them to » 
liesicge Aledo, Temlm of Malaga, ‘Abdallah of Gtanndu, 
Mivtasim Ilf Almota, Ibu Raxhik uf Murcia, antf some 
minor potentates, responded to the summons and the siege 
begun. The engines of war were constructed by Murcinn 
carpenters and masons, and it was agreed that the Emirs 
should each in turn attack the tnrtress for a day. Kittle 
« Cf. Jtefeftfev Iiasij, H p. 128 . 
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piogr&s, however, wus mark-: the defender-, of Alcdo, 
who numbered thirteen tlmuiaini, including a thousand 
horse. repelled all assaults with vigour, and the fortress 
proved so strong that the Moslems, after vain attempts to 
furry it by storm, resolved to starve out the garrison. 

Meanwhile the tie siegers were less concerned about 
the siege than about their own self interests. The comp 
became .1 hot-bed of intrigue. Yusufs ambitions were 
stimulated in new directions. Tlint monarch had not been 
sincere in living that Spain had not answered his experta- 
tkms- He thought it, in truth, the most desirable ol all 
lands, mid whether through mere Love of conquest, or for 
Holder motives—(dr he had the tutciests of religion un¬ 
feigned tv nt heart—he longed to become its master. Xor 
was this desire diHindi ol‘ realization. .Many Andalusian* 
believed that in union with the Alinurmide empire lay 
the only hope of {saving their country. It is true that such 
was not the opinion of the upper classes of society. Ill 
the eyes of men of culture, Yusuf, whose knowledge of 
Arabic wus elementary, was a . hurl mid a barbarian, utui 
it must be ad mi Lied that he hail given many proofs of 
Ins WL of education. Wlwti Mud am id. for instance, 
asked bun whetlier he understood the ikkiiii recited before 
him by Lite Scvillitn poets, Yusuf replied: "All I limit-, 
stood was that their composers were in need of bread. 1 
Again, on his return to Africa Jit had received from 
Mu'! amid ;* letter ill which these two lines were quoted 
from a fai nouspoo to which Abu TWaltd ibn Zmdiiti. the 
Tibullus of Andalusia, had addressed to Ins i immoral a 
WfliJiidn; 1 ** Whilst thou art far from me, the desire of 
-’Ceing thee consumes my heart and 1 w eep Hoods of tears. 
Sow iriy days are black, yet not long ago thou Jimde>! 
my nights white.*' ** Doth the king wish me to send him 
black damsels us well ass white ones t" asked Yusuf. It 
wan then explained to hint that ■■ black " signified ** gloomy, 
in poetic pfiruveology, and that by •* white" ** clear and 
serene WHs meant. p 'How beautiful! Ph Vit&uf: 

++ IdJ the king that l have n headache whenever he h orttf 
«fm> sight " Ji: n land cif scholars, like .Amlalusin* such 
short eornhig* ivm? un(mnioniihEe. Men of letters mr>re* 
were quite content with their position, itnd dc-viretl 
rut change. Hie courts of the petty tyrants w«re so many 

fii^ ftlbr i*t Uu’lmdif* VimT i *.n tfifiCI IffTI \- 

* *tm |I, 1 yij fu/rtv. 
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Academies, rtmi literary men wen- spoiled children of the 
[irium who lavished luxuries upon them, Xur had the¬ 
re [msentatives of free- thought nny reason tor complaint. 
Thanks to Uic jmitcvtion afforded t.o them by most ot 
the princes, they could for the Hist, time write nr say 
what seemed good to them, without four of being stoned 
or burnt. They, therefore, had less reason them any elites 
to desire the rule of the A I room vides, which would in¬ 
fallibly mean ecclesiastical domination. 

If, however, Yusuf could count upon hut few adherents 
among Llie upper mid better-educated classes , the masses 
were on bin side, Discontent was rife, and not without 
reason. Almost every considerable tow it hml it'. Court— 
an expensive luxury, for most of the emirs were wildly 
extravagant. It was not as though the populace purchased 
pence and safety a I n high price. Tiie princes, uii (lie eon* 
trory, were usually too weak to protect t heir subject - 
even from their Moslem neighbours, much less From the 
Christians. There was therefore neither tranquillity nor 
security for life ami property. Such n state of things was 
clearly insufferable, and it wits but natural that the working 
dosses wished to s(_-e it ended. HuL hitherto no chance of 
escape from these conditions had printed itself. Vngut- 
Cnmugs after revolt were rife, and verses such ns these 
by Soeuudr, a Granadan poet, 1 wen* eagerly listened to: 

VVluit I- it, O Kings, dull VC ilttfr- (W Vi deliver Iiku Im !!• 
cj.rndrs, .mil put nut fertJi * hand *«> "*vr. T-> rebel luniiiit van i* « dun 

■Incr 1 * nuke ftiininoit chum- with lIn: t'lirMtnm. In till (Utiwlu-* yi 
Tma- futi- h im (Tin 1 r - 1 ftir y<- hiivi rid jriiutvdvr - »t the mithnrttjr ,1 tin 
Prophet," 

Yet since rebellion would only have inmlc matters 
worse, there was nothing for it hut to cultivate patience, 
as the same poet pointed nut: 

« W. inn fliir tnal in jm, O Kiii^. tot w tov« todfcd 
io jwi we i Miked fin drllveiuiwc, but w. locked lu wnu , Iwieiirt i in- 
will WMii c? lit cknllgei. To the wise > wurd vofflcrtil 

Hut ni . vs an insurrection seemed feasible, since a just, 
powerful. mid illustrious monarch had asrived in Spain who 
had already gained « IwiIJialit victor)' over the t hristwns 
and who would dmibllw* gain many more. Surely he ivic 
sent by Providence ft> restore Andalusia to great ness nod 
prosperity Submission to such a monarch would clearly 

1 i’ajr in arm mi I (Vf Sowuiiir. M» l&rArrAw paail, 1. pp- J.WMJJ. 
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tic the lrest course, for it would at once relieve the 
populace of iimutnenthle vexatious (Axes, I hid not Yusuf 
abolished in his own territories nil imposts which were not 
preset! tad in the Koran f And there vrui a general im¬ 
pression that he would do likewise in Spain. 

Thus reasoned the people, and in some respects not 
unjustly : hat they forgot that the government could nut 
for long- be carried on without the taxes the abolishment of 
which they craved; that Andalusia as the ally* of Morocco 
exposed itself to the counters! u>ek of revolutions which mighl 
break out in tlmt empire; that AI morsvidc domination 
would imply the rule of foreigners ; and, lastly, that Yusuf-T 
soldier* belonged to a race always detested in Spain, and 
Wing ill-disciplined, might turn out to he very inconvenient 
guests. The desire of change was, mo r eover, much more 
keenly felt in some States than in others. In Granada 
it was the unanimous wish of all I,he population. And* and 
Andalusian, who had never censed to curse the tyrannical 
Her lairs; but in Mu'tamUTs territories there were not ho 
many malcontents; and in Almurin there wore scarcely any 
—for the reigning prince was very popular; lie was pious, 
just, mid (dement; he treated his people with paternal 
kindness, and urns a ruler endowed with the most attractive 
virtues. 

Almost everywhere, however, Yusuf had its supporters 
the ministers of religion and of the law. These were his 
most active and devoted auxiliaries, for it was they who 
had most to lose if the Christians triumphed, and on the 
other hand they had little cause to love princes who, 
occupied with profane studies or immersed in pleasures, 
made light of them, would scarcely listen to their sermons, _ 
and openly patronised the philosophers. Yflistif, on the 
contrary, who was n model of devtni tncss, who never failed 
to consult the divines on affairs of State, and to follow the 
advice they tendered him. churned then sympathy and 
affect ion. They knew, or at least guessed, tlmt he was 
-airely tempted to dethrone the A iidahisiiui princes for Ids 
own aggrandisement. Yet they thought of nothing except 
Imw to stimulate his ambitions, and make him believe that 
they were sanctioned by religion. 

One of the most active of these agitator was the Kady 
ui tIfatiadn, Abu Ja*far KoJai'L Iking of Arab origin, he 
hated the Ikrtar oppressor, of his country, llis efforts 
to conceal his sentiments were unsuccessful. Hy a secret 
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instinct limits hnd come to look upon liim as die probable 
n^ctit, of the downfall of his dynasty, and lie htul often 
intended to put him to death; but, ta the phrase of an 
Arab historian, MJod fettered Die hands of the tvmnt, 
that the decrees of destiny might be accomplished,” Now 
tile lvady was with die army which whs besieging AJedo, 
nod bud many private conferences with Yusuf, lor it may 
he remembered that lie was one of the ambassadors who, 
lour years before, had inv ited the Almomvide to come to 
the aid of the Andalusians, The object of these interviews 
may easily be guessed. Yusuf hud scruples of conscience 
and the Rady sought to overcome them. He therefore 
pointed out tlmt the Andalusian Fakihs could absolve him 
fnrsm bus oat h ; that it would be easy to obtain from them 
a Jet™ enumerating the short comings and misdeeds of 
the princes, and that the conclusion could lienee Ik: drawn 
that they had forfeited their right to the thrones they 
occupied. 

'1 he arguments of this fvudy—one of those most re¬ 
nowned for wisdom and piety—made 11 great impression on 
VfLsufs mind; on the oilier hand conversations which he 
had had with Mu'tasbn. King of AJmeria, had inspired him 
with 11 profound aversion for I he most powerful of all tin 
Andiiiusiun princes. 

Mirtasirii, as has been seen, was an excellent prince; hut 
kind-hearted as he usually was, there was fine man whom lie 
hated, namely Midtamkb This hatred seems to have arisen 
from petty jealousy rather than from any real grievances■ 
•nit it was none the Jess bitter, mid although MiVtashn was 
ostensibly reconciled with the King of Seville, lie tried to 
.ruin him In the estimation of the African monarch, whose 
favour lie had gained by unworthy means. Mu tumid, who 
■inspected nothing of* Litis intrigue, talked freely with 
Miviasim when alone with him. and one day when the 
prince of Almcria expressed his uneasiness at \ fisufs pro¬ 
longed sojourn in Andalusia, Mu'tamid replied, in a spirit, 
of southern bond fulness, M Doubtless this mail is making n 
long stay in our country 1 but when lie wearies me, J shall 
have liu: to lift linger, and on tfie morrow lie 11 ml bis 
soldier, depart. You seem to fear that hi: will do ns some 
injury : but of what account is this despicable prince or hk 
soldiers t In their own country they were famished beggar.; 
wishing to do them a good turn we invited them to Spain 
that they might eat their fill; when they tire satisfied we 
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will send them bark whence they came.*' Such wort!* 
became in Mu'tasim's hands, terrible weapons. Hu re¬ 
ported them to Yusuf, who dew into » violent rage, and 
wliut had been a vague project in his mind became a listd 
and irrevocable determination, Mu* Iasim !i:id Lriuiupiiu}. 
but little irnd he foreseen the consetpjcucc-: “he had not 
foreseen." as on Arab historian aptly put it. “ that into the 
well which he* hud dug for hint whom lie hated, lie liinw If 
would fall, nor that bv the sword which lie had made to 
leap from its scabbard lit- would perish," 

Such hick of foresight was, indeed, common in all the 
Andalusian princes. They mutually accused otic another 
before Yusuf: they made the Aim ora vide am nine in their 
■ pianels ; and while the prince of Almcriii tried to ruin the 
niter of Seville, the latter endeavoured to overthrow the 
prince of Murcia, l bn Uasliik. With thin object he did 
not cease lo remind Yusuf that Urn Hush Ik had been 
Alfonso's ally ; that he liad rendered great services tu the 
Christiana of Aledo; and l hat apparently he was still doing 
ROl Then, asserting his rights over Murcia, he demanded 
that the traitor who had deprived him of that town should 
tie delivered up to him, Yusuf ordered the Fatihs to 
investigate the mutter, and when they had decided in 
Mu Hamids favour, Yusuf caused Urn llushik to be arrested 
and handed over to the ruler of Seville, forbidding the latter, 
however, to put him lo death. This arrest had untoward 
eooseqaenecs, for the irritated M urchins quitted the camp, 
and refused henceforth to supply the army with the work 
men and provisions of which thev had need. 

The besiegers therefore found themselves in a my 
mortifying plight— which now that winter was approaching, 
threatened disaster—when it became known that Alfonso 
was marching to the relief of the fortress with eighteen 
thousand men. Yusuf nt first resolved to meet him in thr 
Sierra de Tinea* ifo the west of Totanm, mid there give 
battle ( but he soon changed his plan and retiml upon 
Loren. He declared that he feared that the Andalusimv 
would lake to flight again, as they did at Zalltka. and, further, 
he was convinced that Aledo was no longer capable of de¬ 
fence, arid tlmt the Castilians would be obliged to evacuate 
it His opinion proved to In: well founded; Alfonso, ttnd- 
ing the fortifications in ruins and the garrison reduced tn 
about a hundred men, burnt Aledo rmd conveyed its de¬ 
fenders to Fa* tile. 
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oljtetwf ilit- Campaign Jimi therefore been attained; 
tat mglmsfoudy. for \ flsttf had besieged Aledo fruitlessly 
inr tour months, and his retreat upon Alfonsos approach 
savoured of* flight The Fnkihs UnT. took ® il.it 
Ills popuJan Ly should not suffer. They declared that if Uw 
iVJinomv ule ha*! not on this occasion joined :i Kuretss com- 
jpontme u'}tli his brilliant victory of four years a™, the fault 
Jav, MrJiii the AfiiliiliiMan princes, who liv their intrimics. 
jealousies, and interminable quarrels prevented tJit- great 
’solrlier from achieving the successes wMeli he would have 
gamed had Jic been in sole command The Fatihs, indeed, 
heroine more active than ever, and for a good reason, tor 
Siticc their schemes hud become known to the prinm thw 
la gan to run serious risks, Tl,c Kady of Granada, A lift 
•fa far koltud, discovered Ibis to jfts cost. Whilst in camp 
™* sovereign, whose tent adjoined his own, had got wind 
ot Jus secret interview-s with Yfthuf. and jiad guessed their 
import. The presence of Yusuf, however, intimidated the 
Knur, and hr did not dare «t the time to adopt rigorous 
measures against the conspirators; hut on his return to 
Granada he sent tor t he Kndy, reproached him with treason, 
and ordered ids guards to put him to death. Fortunately 
for Abft dn'far, - Abdallah s mother threw herself at her 
viii s feet and conjured him to spare so devout a man, mid 
since \\ InhitluJi was usually ruled bv Ids mother. he re¬ 
prieved the Kndy, but imprisoned him in a room In the 
castle. The Kndy, who knew that lie was surrounded by 
MiperstiLious persons, begun to recite prayers and vers A 
from the Koran. IIis tinging and powerful voice resounded 
throughout the palace. Everyone listened to his pious 
.ejaculations; every sound was hushed lest the prisoner 
should lie distm J<ed. mid it was dinned into the prince’s 
ears Umt God would indict on him a terrible punishment if 
he did not immediately release this model of pie tv and de- 
voutness, None was more zealous than J A bdallah‘< mother, 
and by mingled threats and entreaties she- at last persuaded 
her son to release the prisoner. But the lesson he had re 
wived warned the Kndy not to remain nt Granada. During 
the darkness of night he escaped to JUcala, and thence pro¬ 
ceeded to Cordova. Henceforth he Imd nothing to fear, 
and nursed his (h sire for revenge. lie accordingly wrote 
to Vftsuf. depicting in vivid colours the ill-treatment to 
which he hud been subjected, and urging him nut to post¬ 
pone the execution of the project which they had so often 
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discussed. At the same time he communicated with the 
oilier Andalusian Kmites and Fttkihff. culling upit them for 
u J'ftxm denouncing the princes in general, and the two 
grandsons of Hadis in part ten In r. The Kadies mid Fnkihs 
had no hesitation in declaring Unit the prim es of Granada 
and Malaga had forfeited their rights by lheir many mis¬ 
deeds, and especially by the brutal run liner in which the 
elder of the two had trented his Kttdy : but not ventur¬ 
ing to pass so severe a judgment on the other princes, they 
contented themselves with presenting h jietition to 'i ftsuf 
setting forth that it was his duty to call upon all the 
Andalusian princes to adhere to the law and to demand nn 
other taxes than those prescribed in the Koran. 

Armed with these two fchmw, Yusuf commanded the 
princes to abolish statute labour imd impost* with which 
they oppressed their subject'-, and set out towards Granada 
with a division of his army.ordering three oilier divisions 
to follow him. He did not; actually declare war against 
‘Abdallah, so that Hie prince could only guess his intentions 
Abdullah s terror was extreme. In rut respect did he 
resemble his grandfather, the ignorant but energetic Ihidb. 
He had a smattering of learning, expressed himself passably 
in Arabic, even composed verses, it fid wrote so beautiful 
>i linnd, thut u copy of the Koran in Im writing wns fur a 
long time preserved at Grumida Hut he was pusillanimous, 
cllbminute, iudulcnt. incapable—a man for whom women 
had no attraction, who trembled at the sight of a sword, 
and so infirm of purpose thut he sought advice from every¬ 
body* At tliis juncture, * Abdallah, assembling his Council, 
first asked the opinion of the aged Mu‘am mil, who b»d 
done good service for his grandfather. Mu‘am mil tried, 

to reassure him by declaring that Yflsnf had no hostile 
intentions, and advised him to show his confidence in tlir 
monarch hy going forth to meet him. Then, seeing that, 
this advice was not palatable to ‘Abdallah arid that the 
prince hud a leaning Invalids assuming the defensive. 
Mirammil endeavoured to point out the impossibility (! > 
resisting the Almoravides. In this be was right, for 
‘Alididluli bad but few troops, and mistrusting his best 

g eneral, the Iterbcr Muk.’itil d Royo, 1 be had bioiished 
im. All the older councillors of the court agreed with 
Mu'ammil; but ‘Abdallah bad misgivings with regard to 
the old man's loyalty, and was even inclined to regard him 

* ’* Thu miU F -fe *4 ” 
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■* an accomplice of the perfidious Aim .hrfur. n t whose 
escape he reproached Mteammi) with conniving. IILs sus¬ 
picions "‘ere imt wholly baseless. 11 ts not certainly known 
whether he was really acting in Yftsufs interests, hut it is 
■ rertain that that monarch, who appreciated Micainmils 
talents, counted on Ills support. 'Ahdidtuh therefore 
regarded Mii'anuniTs counsel as snare, and since his 
young favourites assured him that Yusuf certainly came 
with evil intentions lie announced that he had decided 
to meet force with force, and loaded Mu'uiunul and his 
friend* with threats and reproaches. This was imprudent, 
for he t inis alienated them wholly mid almost drove them 
into Yusuf's sums. Quitting Granada during the nig lit. 
they proreeded to l.oxa, and seining that town proclaimed! 
tlu sovereignty there or the king of the Alrnpravido. 
'Hie troops sent against them by *AbdnLlah, Jmwcver, forced 
them to surrender and brought them hack to Granada, 
when.- thev were Jed through Liu* streets likr the vilest 
criminals. Thanks to Yusufs inUm utinn they were never* 
tlidesN set nt liberty. The Africa 11 monarch peremptorily 
ordered the prince of Granada to release them, Alia since 
the latter did nut yet positively know YdsuTs intentions 
he dared not disobey. But while 'Abdallah yet tried to 
prevent .in open rupture, he actively prepared for war. H < 
despatched courier after courier to Alfonso praying him 
to come to his assistance, and by n la visit expenditure of 
gold he enrolled in the army a large number or tradesmen, 
weavers, mid artisans of various kinds. His efforts were 
fruitless. Alfonso did not respond to his appeal, the 
Granadans were disaffected, they awaited the arrival of 
.the Akmirnvidcs impatiently, and each day a number of 
citizens quitted the town to join them. In such circum¬ 
stances resistance was impossible. 'Abdullah realized this, 
and on Sunday, NovttnW HI, lOtU). when VQsuf bod 
arrived within eight miles of Granada, he once more 
autiinumed his C'otmcjL The assembly declared that he 
must not think of defence, and A Ixtnllah's mother, who 
was present and! who. wi arc assured, hud conceived the 
extravagant ides that Yusuf might marry her, addressed 
her son thus: ■ % sou, there is only one course open 
to thee. Go and greet the Altiiurav hlr ■ hr i-. thy cousin, 1 
and he will treat tfoce honourably." 'Abdallah therefore 
set out. neiompunicd by his mother and a splendid retinue. 

1 f,r. " lie I* * {lerhrf u ibuu OTl.'' 
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The Slav guards marched first, and ;in escort of Christ inn 
horsemen surrounded the prince's person. Ail the soldiers 
wore turbans of the finest cotton, and were mounted upon 
splendid chargees caparisoned with brocade. On urrh inn; 
in Yusufs presence 'Abdallah dismounted, and entreated 
Ills forgiveness i flic htui hud the misfortune Uj displease hint, 
Y liiiuf graciously assured him that nny grievances lie might 
have had against him were forgotten, and hugged him 
to take possession of a tent winch he indicated, where lie 
should lie treated with all the respect due to his rank. 
Hut us soon us ‘Abdullah hud set his foot within the tent 
he found himself fettered. 

Soon after wards the principal inhabitants of the city 
arrived in the camp. Yusuf welcomed them cordially, 
assuring them that they had nothing to fear, but would he 
the gainers by the impending change of dynasty. And m 
Cut when they had taken the oath of allegiance lie issued 
an edict abolishing all the taxes not prescribed by the 
Koran. The Alinoravide then entered tin city amidst the 
enthusiastic diotiU of the people, jii id alighted at tin pnlnrc 
to inspect Die treasures which it contained and which had 
been amassed by Hadis. These were astonishing and 
innumerable; the bulb were adorned with hangings cud 
carpets of immense value; everywhere emeralds, mbits, 
diamond*, pearls, vases of crystal, gold, or silver dazzled 
the sight. A single chaplet consisted of four huwfwd 
pearls, cadi of which was valued at a hundred ducats. The 
Ain tout vide was astounded by such treasures; before enter¬ 
ing Granada he hud declared that they Ixilonged to him. 
but since hi* ambition exceeded his cupidity, he thought 
tit to display Ins generosity by dividing them among W 
officers without keeping anything for hiinsdf. It was, 
however, known that the palace contained more wealth 
than met the eye, mid that ‘Abdallah's mother Had buried 
many precious objects. She Was forced to reveal the biding* 
places, and since it was suspected that >hc had not made 
full disclosure Yusuf ordered MiCnnimtl—whom he hud 
appointed Steward of the Palace and of the Crown Land - 
—to excavate the foundations and even the sewers of tilt* 
edifice. 

These events would have furnished a reasonable excuse 
to the Andalusian princes for tweaking entirely w itli Ytisul* 
Hu t they did nothing of the kind. On the contrary, MuTnm id 
and Mutawnkkil repaired to Grnnudn to congratulate the 
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Aluioravide, and Mu'losiin scut Jib son OUnidnllnh a* his 
representative, With inexplicable blindness Mu‘tumid 
flattered liimsdf with the hope that Yusuf would cede 
Cninudn to Ids win Rl/i, in compensation for having seized 
Algeeiras, No one who deemed the Afrirun capable of 
ceding territory knew that potentate! Yijsuf soon showed 
him the gravity of the error. He received the Emirs. 
wiLh icy coldness. and his on tv response to Mu‘tumid's him 
concerning Crcmada was to throw Mu‘tusim>soti into prison. 
Such conduct could not fail to open the eye* of the princes. 
Mirliimid became greuLly disquieted “ tVe committed n 
grievous error,*' he said, “in inciting this iiiun to our country : 
le will give os to drink uf tile cup which - UkJ.lIIuIi h«v 
jeen compelled to drain." Then, un the pretext that they 
hod received tidings that the Castilians were once more 
threatening !heir iron tiers, the two princes, requested per¬ 
mission to withdraw, and having obtained it, hastened to 
their own State* j they then advised the other Kmiis to 
concert measures for defending themselves against the 
Alinomv idc, whose plans were now patent to nil. This step 
■ i owned with success. The Emirs handed themselves 
together not lo supply the Almoruvides with troops or 
provisions, and they further decided to form un alliance 
with Alfonso. 

Vnsur himself returned to Algeciras, intending to sail 
tor Africa and leave to bis generals tin 1 odious task of 
dethroning the Andalusian princes. On his way he wrested 
the little principality of Malaga from Tenum. ‘Abdallah\ 
brother, a wholly insignificant prime, ami warned the 
h’akihs that the decisive moment bml come for the issue of 
a very explicit fifaet* This was speedily forth com big. It 
declared that the Andalusian princes were impious profli¬ 
gates ; that by their bad example they hud corrupted the 
people and mwde them indifferent to sacred things—witness 
their slackness in attendance at divine service ; that they 
had levied illegal taxes, and had maintained them in spite 
of Yusufs prohibition: that, ns it climax lo their iniquities, 
they had allied themselves with the King of Castile, an 
implacable foe of the true faith: and i hat, ci»iso|aflitly, 
they were incapable of reigning any longer over Moslems; 
that Yusuf was absolved from all pledges he had made to 
them, and that it Was not only his right but his duty to 
dethrone them without delay. ** take it uponounsc!ves. 
they said in conclusion, “ to answer before Cod for this 
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decision, It we err, we consent to pay the penalty in 
another world, and we declare that you, Emir of' the 
Moslems.are hot responsible therefor; Imt we firmly believe 
that the Andalusian princes, if you leave them in peace, will 
deliver our hind to the in lid els, and in that case you must 
account to Cod for your inaction." 

Sunli was the tenonr of tills uumiornhle/i^UH, which also 
contained accusations aimed at particular princes. Even 
Uumiiykiyya was named in it; she mi> accused of having 
drugged her husband into a vortex of dissipation, ami of 
laring the chief cause of the decadence of religion. 

The/Ir/avi was of tire highest value to Yusuf, hut to endow 
it with still greater authority, he procured its approval by 
his African E’ukilis, and then sent it to Lhe most eminent 
doctors of Egypt and Alda in order that they might Confirm 
the opinions of the W rsLcm divines. '1'lie Eastern eccle¬ 
siastics might well have avowed themselves incomneten! in 
meddle with matters of which Uicy knew nothing; bnt 
they did tjuiLt: otherwise : their pride was agreeably HattiTfid 
by the idea "hat there was a country* where men of Lheir 
profession disposed of thrones, and the most renowned 
aiming them—the great Ghufttli at their head—did uol 
lasitate to express their entire approval of the Andalusian 
FokiJis decision. They moreover addressed letters of 
counsel to Vilsuf, urging liim to govern justly and m>l la 
stray from the right path—in other words to follow always 
the counsels of Lhcologiuiix 
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CHAPTER XIV 

THE Itt’LK HI THE ALMORAVIDBB 

rilHE character of the struggle now commencing might 
J have been foreseen j it was to be n war of sieges rather 
than of battles. The opposing forces prepared respectively 
to attack strongholds and to defend them, 'five Ahnoru- 
vide army, of which -Sir ibn Alii Ibikr, ■> kinsman of Yusufs, 
wa> generalissimo. was formed into several divisions, one 
of which besieged Almcm while the others operated againsl 
Migtaiuidsfortie ■<*&>. Oftlic hitter, Tan hi fell in December. 
1090. Soon afterwards, so rapid wib I heir advance, Yusufs 
troops had commenced the siege of Cordova* w Here Fitb, 
sun turned Mamftrt—a son of Mu'Unuid was in command. 
The former capital of the Kbalifuie did not make a long 
resistance; its own eiti/ens delivered it up to the Ahiiorn- 
vides. Fath tried to cut his w»v through foes and traitors 
hut, was overwhelmed by numbers, His head was cut off 
and carried through the streets, on a spcar t in triumph 
i March 20, 10!)] i, Carmona w;i* taken on May |t>. and 
Llic siege of Seville then began- Two armies marched 
against that city : one encamped on the cast and the other 
on the west. Hie Ci undid ijuiver !lowed lx;tween the latter 
force and the town, which on that side was defended by a 
fleet. M trtumid's position hud therefore become critical 
One hope alone remained to him ; he counted on the help 
of Alfonso, to whom lie had made the most lavish promises 
conditionally on his coming to his assistance, Al&mo 
agreed to do so, and kept Ins word, sending Alvar Fafle* 
into Andalusia with a large finn> But unfortunately for 
Mu*Uirnid, Alfonsos general was defeated near Almodovar , 
by n detachment sent against him by Sir. The news of 
this disaster was a thunderbolt to the King of Seville. Yet 
he did not despair; his courage was sustained by the pre¬ 
dictions and dreams of hi-* astrologer, Sn long ns the prog- 
nasties remained favourable 31u*tamid believed that some 
miracle would save him. but when they hccarne mmupidims 
and hinted of an approaching end—of a lion springing upon 

m 
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lib* prey—hegave way lo profound despondency, and resigned 
the conduct of the defence to Ids son Hash hi. 

Meanwhile the til a I con tent a who desired !.o deliver up 
the city to the enemy did not cease from their endeavours 
to excite a revolt They were well known to Mir tumid, 
who could have put them to death—as indeed he was 
advised—but he was loath to end hLs reign with on act 
of such severity, and contented himself with setting a 
watch over them. Such vigilance, however, was ineffectual, 
for the t nil tors found means of communicating with the 
enemy, nidl'd them in making it breach. and through this 
breach, on Tuesday, -September \i, some of the Aitnoraviiics 
made their way into Lite city. On hearing what had 
happened Mivtamid seized a sword, and without wailing 
for breastplate or shield, lie sprang into his saddle and 
charged the assailants with a few devoted horsemen. Ah 
Y lrnorovidc hurled it spear at him; the weapon passed 
Umeath his arm and grafted his tunic. Thereupon, seizing 
his sword in both hands. Mu'tumid hewed his antagonist 
io twain, and Forverl the rent of t!w foe to seek safety in 
precipitate flight. The breach was quickly repaired, but 
the peril, though averted for the moment, was speedily 
renewed. In the afternoon the Alfuar&vidcs succeeded in 
burning the licet, a loss which struct terror into the be- 
deged, for they were well aware that the destruction of 
the ships made the city untenable, anti that a general 
assault was only postponed until the arrival of Sir with 
reinforcements. Self-preservation was now the citizen 1 - 
only thought Some endeavoured to swim the river, some 
dropped from the ramparts, some even crept into the sewers. 
Meanwhile Sir had arrived, and on Sunday. September 7, 
the us.-, milt was delivered. The soldiers posted on the wall* 
defended themselves bravely, but they were overwhelmed 
by superior numbers, and die Almoravides broke into the 
city, which soon became n scene of rapine and excesses of 
all kinds. In their greed the victors even stripped the 
Sevilkms miked. 

Mu'tnmhl remained in his palace. His wives wept: 
his Friends urged him to surrender. He refund, for he 
lea red—not dculh, which he had faced too often to dread- 
hut some degrading punishment He embodied bin thought** 
in these verses; 

11 When myii ih c*sv*<- tit JJfiw, and a r.i lm strain <>T, f mj (miihlwl 
I hear voire, rrjiiig > Vfrfdl (Jut 1* trar wisdom l’ Hal 'l *e|i|y. 
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wnrild !*■ * ilnughl i*.Sut ih*n vuch * «ujj «f «b*tu * 1 Thutigh 

Hu. Ihrirli.ArE.iiL 1 lvrr.-.r Trtuti mi rn| r i, u]m 1 jiiuJ. mi' HiMjCfft li.pr.ik> uir. tn\ 
courage fluiS my pride rrmabi •trailfail. Wlicu I fill ujwti ihq fiw\ 1 
Mume*t b Ittr n>t|itatir h I qntiUUPtftcd theHi itlllimvnl E lor iltHtlj. 

L flung myicif In Li ilut frny ; bill, a]jir. my Imur Imcl not rd come ! * 


Resolved once more to -eck Lire death which seiner) to 
elude him, he rallied his guard : together they charged hi 
desperation upon an Almoravide hn r tnjjon which had pene¬ 
trated the palace, drove them out, and hurled them into 
the river. Mis son Malik fell during the com but, bat 
Mu‘taiuid himself received no hurt. Returning to the 
palace, Lhe thought of suicide passed tliroiigh Ids mind, 
but lie dismissed it a* an offence in the eyes of God, and 
at length decided to surrender. At nightfall lie sent his 
-jut Itusjiid !<■ Sir. hoping to lie granted terms Mis hope 
was deceived. Itashiu in vain begged For an audience: lie 
was informed that his fatber must surrender unconditionally. 
Mivtamid then bowed to the inevitable. Bidding farewell 
to his family, and to his weeping companion* in amt-., he 
submitted with his son Rashid to the Almoravide*. I ht- 
casth- was pillaged, and Mu'tamid was informed that the 
lives of himself and his family would he spared only on 
condition that he ordered his two son*, Ha.'i 1 and Mirtadd 
who were commandants of Rand# and Mertola respective!) 
-to surrender promptly to the besieging Alnmravidt 
tronpsu Mu'tamid consented, and knowing that his two 
s#>ns were as stoUt*I)t#itcd as hiiiisch. lit* entreated them, 
in the most affecting tonus, to obey his injunction*. since 
in that wav only could the live* of their mother, brothers, 
j l iit| sister* be saved. Rntnaykiyya joined her^ entreaties 
to Mu'tamid'*, for she too feared lest her sons might refill 
to surrender. Nor wns that fear baseless. Itaai especially, 
though touched bv the fate which would await hiafundy 
ifhc persisted in'defending Roudm W«fe bring 

himself to obey, for he fell able to hold out mdefimtoly. 
Cuerfir, the ifencntl in clwp n l siege t ul n di*t*nrt? f 
not dariii" to approach that eagle* nest in*_ n precipeon- 
mountain, and despairing to capture it by force of ario * 
U length however, tilial affection won the day; 
c.-nunted to parlev, and having obtained favourable ter m 
opened the gate* of hk fortress to the Almnmvufcj But 
Gut-rut Infamously broke his word, and to jiuiudi Ra*i for 
hk obstinate defence, procured his ANsasM nation. Mu t»dd. 
who capitulated sooner, met with =< fate W« hard; but 
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even in his ca* the treaty was 'violated, fur his properly, 
which it line! secured to him, was ronfbeshd. 

The capture of Seville hastened the reduction of 
Almeris. Mu‘tasim, on his death bed. had advised ins 
eldest sun iddauhi. to seek refute in the court of the 
lords of hujayah 1 as soon as Seville fell. *T w, a!-daiiln 
respected hb fat]tor’s last wishes, and the AlmonLvkles soon 
entered AJmeria in triumph 1 Soon afterwards Murcia. 

I Jenin, and Xativu fell into their hands. They then turned 
their attention to Ihulajo'/, During the siege of Seville 
Mntiiwakkil attempted to slave ufT ruin by forming im 
alliance with the Aim provides, and went so far, il is said, 
a-, to aid them in the capture of Mu'ttunids capital; but 
later, when his nominal allies began to devastate his frontiers, 
lie threw himself into Alfonsos arms and purchased that 
monarch’s protection at the price of Lisbon, Cintra, and 
-Suntarcm. This step proved unpopular, nud some of his 
subjects made overtures to the Almoravides. Sir, who had 
been appointed governor of Seville, accordingly despatched 
mi army agiiins! MuLivvakkil at (be beginning of Wfli. ami 
the conquest of the kingdom, including the capital, was 
effected with such case and rapidity that Alfonso had not 
time to conic to the aid ufiiU ally. Mutawakkil himself 
was made prisoner, upon tile storming of the citadel or' 
Radajoz. where ho had sought safety with His family. Sir 
compelled him, by torture, to reveal his hidden treasures, 
and then announced that he was to he taken to Seville 
with his two som Fadl and *Abb&s. Such, however, was 
not Sir's real intention; on the contrary, lie had determineri 
tt> make an end of these princes, but since he feared that 
their execution, if it took place in lladujoz, might have „ 
u had effect, he instructed the officer commanding the 
escort to despatch them when out of sight of the city* 

A fter journeying for some distance, the captain, therefore, 
ordered Mutawukkij and his sons to prepare for death. 
The unfortunate prince made no append for mercy to hU 
executioners—tins, lie well knew, would be useless — -he 
begged only that his soils should be the first to die ; for, 
according to Moslem ideas, sin may be redeemed by suffer¬ 
ing, His request was granted, and when he had Wen the 
heads of his two children fall, he knelt down in a hist 
prayer; but ere he had finished it. the soldiers pierced him 
with their spears. 

1 Ttifl tnrjdpm HutEgiti 
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In 1 102 the AlnouviHtt took pONM/Ssion Valencia, 
u city which eight years before had been captured by the 
Cid. During his life-time they had tried in vain to wrest 
it from him, and ai’Lcr his death il(lflti), his widow Ximens 
held it for yet two years; but Alfonso, to whom she lind 
up pealed for aid, considered that Valencia was too far 
distant to lie defended by him against the "Saracens' 1 
for long, and decided to abandon it; the Castilians, how¬ 
ever, in evacuating the city set (ire to it, leaving for the 
Almoravides only a heap of ruins, 

Only two States of Moslem Spain now remained to 
be reduced by the Almoravides—Zaragoza, rated by Mils- 
tain, n 'member of the lleni Hud, and La Snhla, which 
belonged to the Jieni Itazin. The hitter acknowledged 
Yftsufs sovereignty but were nevertheless deposed. Mus- 
ts*ui. who Inid gained the goodwill of the Almorevides 
by magnificent gifts, was more fortvmule, and retained the 
throne during Ids life-time; but upon his death (.January 
•>4. 1110} a change took place. The inhabitants of Zara- 
i£iv/ji, refused allegiance to Itis sou uud successor *lrci:td al¬ 
ii aid a unless he would dismiss all Ihe Christian soldiers 
in his army, This was a hard condition, for the t hristums 
hutl formed the flower of the Zaragozan army f°r a century 

E ast, and if Imnd al-daida dismissed l hem, his fall would 
c inevitable, since his subjects wished for luitliiug better 
than to vield themselves to the Alnioravide& I he prince, 
however," was compelled to umke the required promise, 
and when he hud fulfilled it, his subjects immcdm e > 
communicated with 'Alt, Yusufs son, who now reigned - 
his father having died three years before and pointed nut 
that since the Christian troops had been disbanded Me 
kingdom hiv open to him. On hearing of this 
Itnad al-diiuht once more enrolled the t limtrails. Hus 
step brought the resentment of Ins subjects to a climax. 
They informed *AB of wliat hod happen*!, and l«ggc« 
bitu for help. 'AM inquired of the l akihs of Morocco 
whether it was permissible for him to intervene, not on 
receiving an affirmative reply he -rfdercd tlicGovemor^ 
Valencia to take possum of Zaragoza. Mus 
executed without difficulty, for Tmfid aWniite,vrho thought 
himself no longer safe in his capital evacuated it a id threw 
himself into the fortress of Knedn llefurt* his f -P- 

■ WWd. to toW until hi* M m IlOfc Ten ywr, l*Ur hi* 
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Jit! sent ‘AM iv foil tilling letter, enfrenting him, by the friend¬ 
ship which hod subsisted between tJieir fathers, to ''pure 
liis State, since be bad dune nothing to deserve 
hostility. ‘Ah was the mote impressed by this letter since 
hb father. on his deathbed, hud enjoined him to live at 
peace with flic Beni Hfjtl; he therefore emititernlanded the 
order tie lind sent to the Governor of Valencia; but i\ 
was too late—liie Alneriividn M ere already in Xuiagura- 
AI1 Moslem Spain w'lis therefore now united under 
the sceptre of the King of Morocco; the desire of I he 
people and the Kahilis was gratified, mid the latter at 
any rate hod rio reason to regret the revolution, We must 
revert to tlie time of the Visigoths to find an example of 
a ctergj us powerful as the Moslem divines under the 
A1 mom v ides. The three prifii“cs of that house who reigned 
successively over Andnluria—Vfisnf, ‘Ali iIIOG-TlMb smd 
I iisiiifiii <114;* 1145}—were extremely devout; they held 
all I’akihs in honour, and did nothing without their ap¬ 
proval, But the nulm of piety must rest with ‘ALi, lie 
was never meant by nature for a throne, but for a life ol 
placid meditation, m n monastery or a desert hermitage, 
lie spent liis days iti prayer and fasting. The Eakihs 
naturally rejoiced at having such n monarch ; they swuved 
htrii ns they would, they sewed the mimiijirttmtion, they 
dispensed offices and honours, they amassed vast wealth— 
in a word, they reaped the fruits they had Imped for from 
Aliimniyide domination, md the harvest exceeded their 
anticipations. But if the event had justified their expecta¬ 
tions it had also jus titled the fears of those who desired 
to he ruled neither by ecclesiastics nor barbarifUB From 
Morocco and the Sahara. Scholar'!, poets, phihisophers, all „ 
had hitter grievances. It is true that many men of letters 
who had served in the chanceries uf the Andalusian princes 
obtained posts under their new muster, but they found 
themselves out nj place amongst an uncongenial crowd 
of fanatical priests and uncouth soldiers. fur different hud 
been the Courts they bad been accustomed to. Even 
(uiHiug those who, to earn their bread, fluttered the 
Ain tor* vide lords and dedicated book* to them, u certain 
melancholy was noticeable, ami deep regret for the lettered 
princes who had passed for ever. -Some of them at time-- 
telt mi irresistible impulse to vent their wrath—n y for 
instance u secretary who whs ordered by the monarch to 
address a reproof to the Vnlencian unny for being defeated 
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Uy tile King of Amg<uv, ajul who showed his imtiputliv 
liy decorating Ills letter with such phrases as these- 
H Cowards, [wknooiis that flee at the sight, of a single horse, 
man ! \ e should 1* given ewes to milk rather Ilian horses 

to ride, \ e are ripe for condign punishment; tile Sail urn 
BWaits tile offscourings of Spun !” ft is scarcely mvcouirv 
t« vay that such Language did not j litre I with tin- inoimrvht 
approval, and the secretary was dismissed. Poets found 
Wt tew patrons; they deplored the decline of taste imd 
cursed the barbarian invaders. A few of them eked out 
» precarious livelihood by composing [mticgyries of the 
Fatihs, for the latter, with all their pietv, were* no! exempt 
from vanity, of which thdr head, lim* Humdin. Kady m 
t’ordovn, hnd n large share. Claiming to belong to the 
Arab nobility Olid Assuming princely airs, he was gratified 
by such verses I is these: “Speak* not of the clones oi 
Baghdad, nor of the beauty of China or of Persia : in all the 
world no city cun compare with Cordova, and no man can 
rival I hri Hamdin." But the Fikilis, without excepting 
I bn llumdnt—who was the richest citizen in Cordova- 
were excessively parsimonious, 1 and self-respecting poets 
wlm loved their art had no inducement to sing Iheir 
praises. Poverty tv ns therefore their lot. Ibn Hakl, a 
delight Ihl poet, one of the best that Ajiriithudu had pro. 
dneed. wandered hungry from town to town, ■* I live 
among you, my fellow-countrymen,*’ he laments, •* in 

r verty and distress, and hud I preserved my self-resjiei’t, 
should have long ago departed, Vour gardens yield no 
fruit, your skies no rain. Vet 1 have merit, and if Anda¬ 
lusia rejects me, 'Irak will welcome me. To seek to livi 
- by poetic talent here is madness; for the laud containtth 
none but doltish and miserly upstarts One consolation 
alone remuiued to the poets—to lampoon the powers that 
were; to aim envenomed satins it! the Fokins—“hypo¬ 
ed rites. wolves that skulk in the darkness, and pious I: 
dev o ur all men's goods," But this was dangerous, for tin: 
Fakilis Lind the means of pun idling their tmdueers, J’hil - 
-aiphv, it need scarcely be said, to a prohibited science. 
UAlik ilm W oh nib. of Seville, hud the imprudence to stiidv 
it: but finding that his life was in danger, lie renounced 
it and devoted himself to Theology and Canon Law. Hi- 

^TImp euJ uf t hi waHil ippriUMiliW." uliil eIm- Ji^pI Hrt. d-JEjnui, ** IW ikn 
I{inn11 1 1n promiH** pAjfrn#hh 'Ill*; ■ irr b tJJ| m* fif friim dhr finup n i» 
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hud ftp reason to regret this 'step, for he became the 
monarch's friend and confidant.: nevertheless, his youthful 
error was never wholly condoned and ilh enemy wrote* 

“ The Court of ‘Alt, grandson of T&shifta. would be purr 
and spotless if the Devil had not contrived to introduce 
thither Malik ihu Wohaib." Tin- intolerance of the Fokilii 
pi.'iscd oil bounds, iiitd was equalled by the narrowness »f 
their views. Little versed in the study of the Koran and 
the Traditions of the Prophet, they 1 relied solely oti the 
writings of the Miilikites. which they regarded as binding 
and infallible. Their Theology, in fact, consisted in ;i 
minute knowledge of Canon Law. 1 n vain did more en¬ 
lightened theologians protest against this exclusive pre¬ 
dilection for books anil dogmas of secondary importance: 
the Fakihs replied by persecuting their critics, ami branding 
them UK impious and sctmmativaL The work which the 
celebrated Ghuzfdi 1 hod published in the End under the 
title of The Revival of MeUghfit Scicttet' caused great 
scandal in Andalusia. Vet it was not it heterodox luxik. 
GliimUi. dissatisfied with every system of philosophy, at 
iirv!i leaned to scepticism; but inn-, negations brought him 
liTfli- solace, and he plunged into mysticism, Iw-tnning 
henceforth the sworn foe of philosophy. He declares in 
the book alluded to that philosophy is only of use in defend¬ 
ing revealed religion against innovators and heretics: in 
» time of lively taith, he declared, it was superfluous. 
Natural Science should la: wholly eschewed, if its study 
tended to shake the foundations of belief. The religion 
he preached was personal and piisdunute—a religion of the 
heart—and he energetically attacked contemporary theo¬ 
logians. who, content with mere externals, concerned (hern , 
selves solely with questions of legality, useful only iti 
adjusting the petty disputes of the lowr r orders. This was 
touching the Andalusian J nkihs on the raw, and they 
screamed loudly, 'i'he Kndy of Cordova, Ibu Hamdtii. 
declared that any man who read Gluiyidis Ixmk was *0 
infidel rij»e for damnation, and he drew up a fetvea con¬ 
demning all copies of the book to the flames. This /L'/rra. 
signed by the Fa kills of Cordova, was formally approved 
by 'Ali* GhoziUis hook was accordingly bund in Cordova 
and all the other cities t»f the Empire, anti possession ot 

1 TUf bat wniaal It tiutt ffiism h. t>. H, MacdniwW, in Th* 
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a copy was interdicted qn pain of death and confiscation of 
property. 

1. Oder sudi n h'jfimv I hi* lot of those who were not 
Modems was, of course, intolerable. A Cordovan Fakili. 
for instance, thought he hud hit upon an excellent mode 
of forcing the .lew-, to embrace Lslnnusm He alleged that 
lie JimJ discovered among Ibn Masomis jjapers a tradition 
tlmt the .Jews had solemnly promised Mohammed to In¬ 
come Moslems at the end of the fifth century irfler the 
Hijrn* if the expected Messiah bud not previously appeared. 
Literary history was evidently duL the Fatih's strong point, 
or he would have been careful to find the tradition else¬ 
where than in the papers of a fur from orthodox philosopher. 
But bis colleagues were not critical, ami Yusuf himself, 
who was then in Spain, proceeded to Lurcnu—a town ex¬ 
clusively Jewish'*—and summoned tin Jews to fulfil I hr 
promise made by their ancestors. Great Was the consterna¬ 
tion of the Jews of Luccna. hut. happily for them, there 
w ( as a way of escape. After all, it was not their conscience 
or their faith that was aimed at, they were reckoned the 
richest Jews in tile Mohammedan world, and the Govern¬ 
ment [(Hiked to tlicm t» supply the deficit caused m the 
treasury by the abolition of illegal taxes. Of this fact they 
were all a wart, find they h egged the body of t urdmu to 
intercede with Yflsuf on their behalf. J bn Hnmdiu was 
•tot deaf to their entreaties, and advocated their cause 
before the monarch; that he did so gratuitously is more 
than doubtful, but his appeal was successful. 'The sum 
demanded by the King was indeed enormous; but in the 
circumstances the Jews must have been thankful to escape 
with only a pecuniary loss. 

The Christians, or Miutarubs us they were called, 
suffered still mure: the Fa kilts mid the populace fostered 
against them a yet more envenomed haired. In moat 
towns tliey formed but a small community: but in the 
province of Granada they were still numerous. and near 
the capital they possessed a beautiful church, which had 
been built about .vn. ADO by Gudila, h Gothic noble. This- 
church was an offence to the Fa kills basing their action, 
probably, on the authority of the Khaiif ‘Oiimr .11, who 
had desired to leave standing not a church nor chapel, 

1 hft™ uiilci >.\v tif l , uJ«i “flu? «U KiakJp Inhabit*-! Mi4fdMni ■ 
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modem or ancient. 1 they issued dfchca decreeing its denwii- 
lion, Vmuf having given his approval, the sacred ciiiltct- 
wii-, levelled with the ground (a,U. tODflh Other ('hurcJu's 
seem to have met with a similar fate; and the Fatihs 
treated the Mozarabs so oppressively that the latter at 
length appealed to Alfonso the Battler, King of Aragon, 
to deliver them from their intolerable burdens. Alfonwa 
acceded to Lhdr request, In September. 1125, be set out 
with four thousand knights* and their men-at-arms, all 
iwoni on the Gospels not to desert one another. Alfonso 
did not, however, achieve the result be aimed nt. It is true 
that he ravaged Andalusia for more than n year, odvanred 
to the gates of Cordova, and won a great victory at Amisoh 
S.U . of Liiccna; hut the ultimate object of the expedition 
had been the capture of Granada, and this was not effected, 
t pon the withdrawal of the Aragonese army, the Moslems 
cruelly avenged themselves on the Mozsrabs. ’ Ten UiousiimJ 
of the Christians were already out of their reach, for, 
knowing the fate in store for them, they bad obtained per¬ 
mission from Alfonso to settle in his territories; but 
ninny who still remained were deprived of their property, 
s uni treated in endless ways, thrown into prison or put to 
deutli. J’lie majority. however, were transported to Africa, 
mid endured terrible sufferings ultimatdv settling in the 
vicinity of Soldi and Merpitnez (*.». 1 126b This deports- 
tion was carried nut in virtue of a decree wliieh the Kiidv 
Ihn litishd—grandfather of the famous A verruca—had pro* 
cured from *Ali, Klevcn years later a second expulsion 
of the Mora rubs took place, and very feu were left in 
Andalusiu. 

Many classes therefore found the new Government harsh * 
tvraiimeaL Vet the Christ inns, the Jews, the more 
liberal Moslem cedesiasties, philosophers, poets and men 
of letters, even in the aggregate formed a minority of the 
tuition. 1 his minority was indisputably im important one. 
which could not be ignored, comprising as it did nearly all 
nieti of talent, bul it did pot represent the hulk of the 
pupil hut. What the latter expected may lie thus formu¬ 
lated: Internal tranquillity, security against ex ten mi flies, 
diminished taxes, and increased prosperity. It may he 
admitted that these hopes were realized during tlie reign 
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of Vflsuf and tilt- early years of that of his successor. 
Public order was mmnUinwh the trade routes wore secure: 
and tile Castilians were w effectually kept in awe tlmt they 
did not vesture to make raids into Andalusia, Neither, 
at first, did the Government raise illegal — for, ns we 

have seen, the dews supplied the deficit!!ides in the Moslem 
treasury. The statement of one chronicler to the effect 
that no extraordinary impost was resorted to cannot, 
however, be accepted. for it is certain that at least on one 
occasion Yusuf tried to levy a war-tux—a tna'ihui or nitl, 
ns it was called. The Ahneriniis, who had never shown much 
partiality for the Ahnoravides, refused to pay it, and the Kndv 
of the city, Abil ‘Abdallah iUn al-TnrrH, 1 replied thus to 
\’usuf:ifeprinimid: “ You blame me. Sire, Wcause I would 
not compel my fellow-citizens t<» pay the rm*ft*tu, and tell 
me that its legality—in the opinion of the K allies and l'nkihs 
of Morocco nlMl Andalusia—rests upon the example of 
•Omar, Companion of the Prophet, wno w as buried beside 
him. and whose justice has never bear impugned. I reply. 



not aware that your justice has never been impugned, and 
that if the Kudres and Fiikihs rank you with 'Umar, they 
will have to answer before tool for their audacity. ‘Umar, 
moreover, did not. demand the contribution in question until 
lie had a Worn in the ruosuuc that not a dirhem remained in 
the treasury; if you can do the like you will have the right 
to call foe an aid; if not, you have no right. Greeting I" 
We cannot tell whether this outspoken criticism influenced 
Yusuf, hut it seems certain that under 1 Ali illegal tuxes 
Were rein■posed to some extent, for a rh run trier mentions 
that certain Christians were employer] hy that prince to 
collect tlw mttghram. » word commonly used to denote 
imposts not prescribed in the Koran.' Hut in any case, the 
taxation was lower than it had lieeii under the Andalusian 
princes, and that fact, coupled with general 1 r a nq utility, 
made for tin public welfare. A high level of prosperity. 
Indeed, was attained: bread was cheap, und vegetable*- 
could lie obtained for next to nothing. 

The people as a whole were therefore not disappointed 
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—untesv tl«y had !iope«i tluii the Aimnmvides would 
gain derisive victories over the Christians and restore Moslem 
Spain to the splendour and might she had enjoyed antler 
‘Al*tl -cr-Haliman 111. Hakam 11. anti Ahmuixor. Yci dr* 
cum&t-nnces hod been favourable for conquests. After ihe 
death of Alfonso VI, in linn, Christian Spain wa> for Irsis,' 
n prey to civil woe; hut Lhe ALmuravides did not grasp the 
opportunity* vVll their cflluls to capture Toledo were 
fruitless; they seized some towns of secondary importance, 
but such successes were counterbalanced by the loss of 
Zaragoza (a.h. I I IK). 

Tne beneficial results of the revolution were, after nil. 
transient. Administrators, generals, and soldiers detenu 
rated with surprising rapidity. Yusufs generals when they 
Under) in Spain, though illiterate, were pious, brave. honest, 
and inured to the simple and frugal life of the Desert. llut 
enriched by the gifts which Yusuf had showered ujjw.hi them, 
they speedily lust their virtues, and henceforth devoted 
them selves to the undisturbed enjoyment of their wealth. 
Andalusian civilization had been to them a novel spectacle: 
ashamed of their barbarism, they began to apt the prince- 
whom they luid dethroned; but Iheir uncouth attempts ;it 
assirodating the taste and refinement of the Andalusian*, 
proved, as might have been expected, grotesque failures. 

I hey (K>$cd as patrons of literature, and were fain to 
be adulated in poems and dedications ; but all their strivings 
after culture were clumsy and tasteless; they remained 
semi'barbarians, and imitated successfully only the worst 
features of Andalusian civilization. '.All's brother indaw, 
Abu Baler ibn Ibrahim, successively tiovernor of Grauada 
and Zaragoza. was a tyj»e of the generals who endeavoured., 
without much success, to And ulus jiinire' theniseivc*, if the 
expression is permissible. Bom in the Sahara, lit- had i>mi 
brought up in the austere principles of his kinsfolk ; but at 
Zaragoza he forgot his early training, cirni took as his models 
those convivial monarch* the Beni Mud; and when he 
drank amongst his boon-companion*, he wore a crown and 
roysnj robe*. Tbc Beni Hml t moreover* hud been pa trims 
of philosophy—two of them, MukUdir nnd MiVttinitt. M 
even written on that science— and Abii Uukr must 
follow their example; so t heedless of what itis bruthtrr-iij T 
Inw oiiil tlie F&kihs mijLfht sny, he chose lor Ins friend and 
®^ v H e r n man whose name was mentioned with horror by 
the faithful, a man who disbelieved in the Koran anil a*l 
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Rsicliitiotl llie famous philosopher Aveni[iiipf,> So indig' 
mint were his troop* that muny of them deserted him* Hut 
tile soldiers themselves, despite their orthodox)*, became no 
less degenerate than their oJfieers,, insolence towards the 
Aiiditlusinjis mid pusillanimity in the field became their 
chief characteristics. So great was their cowardice that 
‘Ali wns obliged to overcome liis aversion for Christians 
:uid enrol those whom his admiral, Ibn Main urn—a veritahlc 
mnft-huritcr—brought him from Galicin. Catalonia. I tidy, 
ami the Byzantine Empireami yet the llmornvides 
treated Andalusia us u conquered country, and seized what- 
es r er they pleased—men's property or wives. The Govern¬ 
ment. was helpless. Its feebleness was pitiful. The Fatihs 
deputed their authority to women, unit Jeiist shared it with 
them. ‘Ali was dominated by his wife Kumar; other ladies 
swayed high dignitaries at their pleasure, and by gratifying 
Lheir greed complete liberty of action might be purchased. 
Even brigands could count upon impunity if they were able 
tn finrciis.se the protection of these Indies. Official posts 
were in tile gift of women, and were usually filled by the 
most incompetent men. The wliote administration, in fact, 
tie came contemptible mid ridiculous. '.I’he army mid the 
people derided it when it revoked to-day orders given 
yesterday: nobles began to aspire to the tlirone. deckrmg 
that they could rule fiir better than the feeble 'Air. who 
could only fast and pray. 

As the crowning calamity, a terrible insurrection broke 
out in Africa (1121). FantitJctoed by an ambitious re¬ 
former, Ihn Tumart, who claimed to be the Muhdi pre¬ 
dicted by Mohammed, the barbarous tribes of the Atlas, 
.calling themselves the Almohadcs, took up anus agaiu-t 
the Ahnoravides. For tiie tottering dynasty this blow' wns 
fatal. With the exception of the Christians, the Almoravide 
troops were so demoralised that they usually tied ns soon as 
the enemy was in sight. The Government, in extremities, 
sought to prolong its miserable existence by withdrawing 
all tmops, with arms and munitions of war, from Andalusia. 
The Christians seized the opportunity thus presented to 
them, In 1123, Alfonso the I bit, tier, King uf Araguu, 
ravaged Andalusia, ns we have seen, for more than a year. 
In 11SB, Alfonso VI I, of Castile—who, like his grandfather 
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Alfonso V ( , styled himself Emptror—turned lire arid iroord 
through tire districts of Cordova, .Seville, mid Carmona, nil- 
lagid and burned Xcres, and, in emulation of his grand ure, 
penetrated to wlmt whs then called the Tower of Cadiz, 
namely the Pillars of Hercules. 1 l ive yean, later Lie de¬ 
vastated the environs of Jaen. Baeza, I hedu. and Amlujnr. 
In f I tti the turn of Cordova, Seville, and Cartoon a came 
again. In the following year the whole of Andalusia was 
overrun from Cidatrava to A hoed a. 

After a brief period of prosperity, tile inhabitant*. of 
Andalusia had therefore gained, by the revolution which 
they had hailed with enthusiasm, the following results : an 
impotent and corrupt government ; a cowardly, undisci¬ 
plined, mid brutal soldiery : a despicable executive—fur 
tlje towns teemed with thieves, and the country with 
brigands; almost complete stagnation of trade and con 
tnerce; dearness and scarcity of food; and, dually, more 
frequent invasions than they hud ever before endured. All 
their hopes were dashed, and they cursed the Almomvirto, 
whom previously they lutd welcomed as the saviours of 
their faith and country. In 1121 the Cordovans rose 
against their garrison—who had committed with impunity all 
kinds ot excesses—expelled these barbarians, and plundered 
their houses. Thereupon ■ Air descended upon Andalusia 
with .1 cloud of Africans; never had so vast an army bunded 
in Spain. 1 hen the Cordovans, with the courage of despair, 
resolved to defend themselves, They shut their gates and 
barricaded their streets. But the conflict would base been 
ton unequal, and the Taidhs interposed to prevent blood¬ 
shed, <in this occasion, laying aside their usual servility, 
they took the part of the citizens against the Government „ 
they issued a fchai declaring Unit ilie revolt of the Cor 
dovans was justifiable, since they hud only taken up anus 
m seif-defence. ‘All, as usual, yielded to the Fakihs, and, 
after some parleying, the Cordovans agreed to pay com* 
pensation for the losses they irnd indicted. In other 
towns discontent daily increased, ami although the p^ 1 
had not been brilliant it was looked upon with regret when 
compared with tile insufferable gloom of the present- 
I’licsc feelings are expressed in the message sent by the 
He vi I tans in I t’i.'i. to S;uf ail hJaltIli». sou oJ' ti ke lust Kii^ 
.Zaragoza, who was serving in the army of Alfonso VII, 
then at their gates : *« Appeal to tile King of the Christians; 

1 H+rfartAtt fiinrj), jj. ais. 
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with Jua ill (I* deliver us iroiu the yoke of the /ilmuravidcs 
When we are free we will pay the King a larger tribute 
than our fulher* ever paid his, and thou and thy son* 
shall reign over us.” Eleven years later, when the Empire 
was crumbling in every pari, words such h> these were 
heard in the streets ami Llie mom | lies: "The A Imnrnvidcs 
have sucked the very marrow from our bones! Where 
are our goods, our wives, our children ' 1 .ct us rise and 

Slav our oppressors I" But others said : “ I ,et us first idly 
(Wnelves With the Emperor of Leon, and pay him a tribute 
as of yore. All means of deliverance Iron* the Ahnoravidcs 
art- good!” The blessing of heaven was invoked on this 
project; the Andalusians rose like one man to massacre 
their oppressors—led by the Kadiea ami Eukihs, for grati¬ 
tude is rarely included among cedes last) cal virtues. 

It is no pert of our task to relate the liisfory of Lius 
revolution, nor of the conquest of Spain by the Aim oh ides 
who liad overthrown the Ahnoracidcs in Morocco. We 
undertook to describe the rise and progress of independent 
Andalusia, and if in Lhi* rapid sketch of its fate us a 
province of an alien empire we have transgressed the limits 
of our subject, it is because it seemed nects-jirv to show 
that Andalusia in delivering herself to the Almonivides 
procurer! no happiness. and that the day came when she 
even regretted those native princes whom she had calum¬ 
niated, abandoned, and be!rayed in the hour of danger. 

The story of Mivtamid’s captivity yet remains to Ik; 
told. 
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CHAPTER XV 

Ml TAM”' IS f:\tLK 


W HATEVER virtues Yusuf may have possessed—out] 
the h'nkih* averred that they were numerous— 
magnanimity towards the vanquished was not one of them. 
His treatment of the captive Andalurion princes was both 
mean mid cruel. It is true that the two grandsons of Bid is 
had little to complain of: they were set at liberty cm 
condition that they did no! 'pul Morocco. ■ ■ 11 d received so 
handsome an uUowaiw? that ‘Abdallah was enabled to leave 
a considerable fortune to Ids children. But Yfusuf had » 
partiality for these two princes; they were of his o«n race, 
and he had nothing to icar from incompetent men who. 
moreover. Battered him. Far different had been the lot 
ol tin* other princes: we have abend v recounted the fate 
of It:)/!. Mntnwiddrih I'Wll. and Abbas—that of MirtUuiid, 
although his life was spired, wtis no less deplorable. 

After the capture of Seville the deportation of MuTatnid 
to J Jingier had been decreed. Whi n he set sail with Ids 
wn es and man) of his children, a vast crowd stood beside 
Jhc (tiiRdamiiiver to hid him a last farewell. In one of 

Im elegies the poet I bn al-labbAna has thus described the 
scene: 


‘Umeawr *iW h breve reri.tjinrc f the nrincr* were tlnunrei! ru the 
Mnltlljute, ihmgrtl thvkmk- of the river; u.r wXrft were 
•iini-ilcd, «ud Uictr cawitenaiu:,:, were imim-.t with «™-t At llir »irni.i!Eil 
vf Jiwtiftg wiioL qftt were uttered, what traro vere Wlut now 

remniiM to u, • D^atrt h***, O monger! «llrct thv rtwltcU, nt.fl muke 
J\_ fof Hu? rttodt of geueimilr h darted 1 Vr «!w> 

wtiulii friii ■rtyiHiim in this reiTcj, hr warned Ituil Uie Ikmilv vr see* biUi 

02&r& **?* iinu &l both destroyed m,r | Mmit * And thuu, 
r. n^T % rtOmic, ky d'Pivn thv um-Icm jrmv, for the Uum 

^ ! his jiiwi to iki'ntir thtc E " 


IV hen Mu-tamid had reached Tangier, where he re¬ 
mained for several days, the fvoet Husrl. who then lived 
there, and who Jiud formerly resided at the court of Seville, 
sent ruin some poems which he had composed in luspraiie. 
Among these pieces one alone was new.mid in this Husri craved 
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jigift. idthough hi* must hate known that Mtrtaroid hnd none 
to bestow. "Jliccx-kiiijg uf Seville had indeed saved from his 
rtdies hut thirty-six ducats; these In- had hidden in his shoes, 
niiii they were stained hy hi* bleeding (wt; hu\ sud] was 
ilk generosity that lie did not hesitate to srasrificc tins last 
revfmrcet he wrapped the coins in a scrap uf paper, and, 
enclosing a few verses apologising for so p*ttr\ a gilt, lie 
sent them to Hu&rl Tim shameless b^ggnr had not even 
l hr courtesy to thank the exiie* and when other rhymesters 
of Tangier* heard that Mu K tannd still had money to sprmj, 
they docked to him with thetr doggerel. Alai! they wad 
empty away, and it was upon Ujk occasion that he wrote? 

Tijc puet> Mf Tiuigtrr *ml uf 41 f Mimritmisn havt tJirnvtrlvr* 

to rl>jtni- p nmj Wiiflld fohi receiver fL-w^nh *i the batirii of On- rtijrfii’* 
fMlhrr Ls |l far Ikim to ,inlc &n atm* of thrm, tm< mitIi I Ehllf* W r If u, 
hituilr M-inr of 'jLiinic am! Jht:^ dilULn pride rhrfkfflj Mai 11-- 1 , h* «iu* 
fcrrnicxJy *rJittrE*fl la ji gold hvhhty oaiorja tbw wbu upgHrjjci! to Itia 
Kum-rmily ttuidil rival Ibrttt hi itaprrtoultj " 

From Tangier MiTtamid was taken to MeqiuTic^- On 
the way lie met a procession proceeding to the ith?^| hil to 
pray for nuu. and he improvised these verses: 

' Whcni folk whv w*.t e nlwuL lo inplurr Imvni f.*r nuu n:rl utr 1 
cxt-\ iinki-iJ ■ tfv Ti if. w ill ^ppjih thr- films of h.,m^r> ‘ 1 Mum *,«•' l 

truikf they rvnHfd: Mb* Imn wmilil miiCc*— but they mlitiikd «Uh 

tiMf" 

Mu'bmml remained at Meqtime/ for wcral months and 
was then transferred* by Yiliufs orders, to AglurmL, a town 
not far from Morocco, On his way thither, his ion Rashid, 
who for some vmcxphiined reason had fallen under His div 
pleasure, sent his father these verse* to pacify him : 

r * Kivml uf tli^ buiilly n*bi, lord uf gwiajWty, *>t ro« n ’ I be 

bi«M 3 tlrou ruujiUi uj*>u tar uruiila be lu |i?rrnil m* for * 

iiirmiriit ta behold the light uf tht euiintcnaurr, nJik'h in if* gltsfy ^ 

flu pliiiT yf tehui Lv iii^bt, uml * if tht niA “bt 

Mu* tumid replied thus: 

M 3 ttjo ihr rinl uf tile klittdy rain. the faml af gf-nemitv, ■nd tlur 
unHcctur uf m^Ei P whim my right hmml ?iit+ <m Ifir \U\ u 

loinrfiU'OiUis 4iul nlrw for <iu tlit dm jjfljalklr^ Miijilt isi\ ?. it luikf 

Curticd Ibc wmr-bursr by tin/ rultlr uf tbr ij^r«- upjw I uni 

la Uimlilpni mid rnhsCfy* I (nr^mir btr a dvmTMtnl 1 ihtin^. < Utid 

wllh brukvn Vfin^^ Xo luu^er (."Mil I frriji.uj,} \*< S Nrt|t|M il *'f Ib ry r j ' r 
hmi tlie <sjjpft4*fd. The liglifc H,f m? comvIcmuK^! i* l^bfiunnl by **nram i 
my bniiinh all dwHSl tfmugfsu \ u^lny mru *h* fcfluwly 

tor f>¥irBra« tuin away HirLr Fjicem From mc/' 
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At Aghimi the prisoner dragged out n pitiful existence. 
The Government from time to time ordered his chains to 
be removed, or replaced, but otherwise wholly neglected 
him. He lived with hi* family in utter destitution. His 
wife and daughters earned n bare subsistence hy spinning. 
In poesy alone did the prince find consnktion. Once when 
tic saw through the narrow window of Ids dungeon u 
Hock of those swift birds culled by the Arabs kata —a kind 
of partridge—he expressed his feeling® thus i 

t ‘lu-il Uw. win*!I t vatt filn-tilfg 4CO-JS ther iky a poVeJ of kilt A , ttln 
^'Ow theV knt-w nnt rirlvitifr mid feller*. It wu* nut fiif tnvv lfa*l 
t wepk} it facwuir I deaimJ in tic free- a: . %hey; euidd I hui 

L r y 1 aiPltlil, 11cl Nni^r• wutihj tut timrt be opprewrd walk 

lii>f -]h»l..I f Itemil Ulf lip'-i u! luv v !i \] Ji lii. Ilitpjiv bird* ! l lwi 

not ftcgmrnlifJ Ihnn ran- niotbflr: tin y kitrm ii l hi tijp = jttef of bring 

l«m Is.m Iheh fumly. \utt w)ml it tneurt* ti. psu the night in agamy 

-iflCf thf bolts -if Lhc |sri-i*]t dutir iiftvc yraled In thHr •.•irJc-H f GimI 
f'' j r thidr HttEc oucaj *i fur mine, S hr v iicrfoli of Lliir^t .mil l*cfe of 

In his he aho readied hh bygone grentnei^, the 

splendid palaces which had been the witnesses of his 
happiness, nnd bis sons who had been massacred. On the 
festival of the “ 1 treating of tfie fast" he composed these 
verses r 

■ i In daji £onc by the i^nti rtpuff' thtv jdvou!. but Hud Is ihi 
fi-stlvnl n hick fililMll fht-r n mptlvc nt Aghmit Tlirru t^ciit thy ifun^hb - 
rbitlicd in mg- -rid dying nf Jian^cr z they :iplzi fur n (tHUticr, for tlwy 
iBlv il«iiitiih- Wnm with ittiffw* mtri with duwftr*«d r-v«* they immc 
to tmlwat the*. ITasy k Uin--tinted Ifi the mir^ of Ac rtrfrrt-, whn 
trm * 1111 vM*k mm cm m ( 1 1 in r 1 Their hulkix dt*fk*, furriiwttl with 

*™?- ultcufc thrir [«mrrtj- Jan » on the vcmtioa of tbi* and T^Ural 

t^.d grunt I hut tltuti mayt-u never ice ±mnthet l —UkOn hfc*t bmVrn Uh 

ho* thy hrnrt bfokcfi ht-r^: iky btn^ rv^lr?iEticik biunt* ^ 

ffnh *.fr- r,h > r%tirfiiny t when thnu njukrit tin- word dl men obeyt^ \ 
1/11 ^ b«k uf itlhenb. kimgm who pflmy in tlush- grrairtw 

MFC dtL|jc= of ft ruin ilnfrtMi! " 

F’or the unhappy Ruuuiykiyya y> liard a life was uneri- 
durable t she fell dangerously ill. Mu'tain id's grief was 
intensified by the fact that there was no utie at Agiunfit to 
minister to iier wants Fortunately, however, the Dunum 
Avenzour - who during the last years of Mu'tririiids niy'. 
had been court physician, and to whom the king bad restored 
Lhe property that Mu 4 tamrd had confiscated from his ginnd- 
either—w as then in Morocco. Mil*tumid therefore wrote to 
the physician, Egging I dm to visit Humnykiyyu. Avcnifonr 

1 ® **<!>**. p * ,lhu >'Ai* ilni Jtufcr. 
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promised to come* and since in his tetter he Jmd wished 
Mu'hiniiil long life, the hitter when thanking him enclosed 
the following verses: 

"Thou within! luv n lonj; life; bul In™ tail « prawncr ilt-in II.* 1, 
m.t d«lh jirrlttable («-■ Jiff whirl) rmtv.nuHy hrm^th iV,h r. mu rill-. • 
Others it:iij di>ifr Irnjflli uf ilnyn, tirmu this linjn- r Imiipluru,; mt 
Ull# bnp. I'j death, C>uM I wiuh tf> Her luv ,!mi]zlil i tHtrr-f.K<lrt| mil .1, 
rw-.* They nr*- tmv Uir nugutah <>f him wliu w±- wnnt Ur hr™lr| mv sp- 
J'maeli when t rode forth, to Lfkrunl MMldc tin Mi. wlu» bufi . 1 . t| m#r, t,« 
cuntml them when duty thnmgi.-il the wurt-ynnl of my (nalsiv. i,j ^-4J-]■ *j. 1 
no mv rigllt luuitl or on mv l<-It whrn I n y11 Wi'il mr ::ini| rim| v - lb <4 
no soldier quitted the oink. 1 thy Itlndl y jir i n r li.tkh turn lm| 

my limrt. May Cod rcwrunl thri-, Abu l-'Ali ’ t know not vritcu ray ilMrr 
will be sceoiuplisliL'd, bul J mil vuiU«>l<nt by rrlirittn*; Hun ah iJiiuH' InJiii 
iwirld hnse s« tad.” 

From time to time Mu‘tumid wns solaced liy Lite letters 
and visits of poets upon whom he hod once si lowered his 
bounty. Many of them journeyed to Aghnmt—amongst 
others. Abu Mohammed Hijtiri, who for a single poem hud 
received a sum which enabled him to hecome n merchant 
and earn 11 competence ns Jong as lie lived. In conversation 
with him Mmtnmid admitted that he had erred in summon 
tug Yusuf to Andalusia. " In so doing, he said. " 1 dug 
my own grave.*’ When the poet bade the prisoner fore well, 
on returning to Aimerio, where he then dwelt, Mu*tamfd 
wished to confer a gift upon him, notwithstanding hi', 
(Hircrty : hut Ilijfirt refused it delicately in two improvided 
verses: 

M I fcvrrpr that ( can *cc«|tt naught (bus liirr, wln< Art «uHv:ltip? «> cruel 
■■ml QDdcMirveil a f»t«\ Tin gifl. tn I he jwsl >nffinr, though tlmu rnimn 
lintut them iwt,‘‘ 

Mirtainid's closest and most faitlifui friend wss Ihn aj< 
lobblna, and one day* on visiting Aghmat. the poet brought 
good news from Andalusia, to the effect tfuit the minds of 
thinking men were agitated, and that the patricians, who luul 
never desired the rule of Yusuf, were runs pi ring with the 
object of replacing Mu‘tumid on the throne. Ibu ul 
labhaims rcjiort was true ; great discontent prevailed, a± we 
hare seen, anirnig’ the upper classes* and the government 
soon become a waft- of this fact. They took precaution*, 
and wrested many suspects, especially at Malaga; hut the 
conspirators in that town—led by Ihn Khiilaf, ti much rc- 

■ Airirmn »hr WrWrtM «hl> bfwiiflit lu M L* JpUtt h* Via 1 Uni ti 1 * imgStrrt 

wm i duujihtor vf tho cX'Vilifi nr(4 *whw. 
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«pectcri noble—e$e«Kd from, their prison by night, and 
seized the castle of Montemayor, Soon *Abd al-Jabbar, a 
son of Mu* found * who had remained in Audulasta, arid 
whom the people mistook for Ilfei—who had been assassi¬ 
nated at Honda—joined them. He was hailed u*j leader, 
and all seemed going well A Moroccan war-ship, which 
had stranded near the castle, supplied them with provisions 
imd munitions of war. Algwiraj, ami Axcos declared for 
the conspirators, and in 1005 Abd ul-Jabhar made the 
hitter town a We for raids, which he pushed to the gates 
of the former capital of the kingdom. 

The news of his son's i resurrect ion at first greatly per- 
Lnrbcd M idiom id. The rashness of the enterprise alarmed 
him; he feared that 'Abd al'.luEthiVr would meet with tlic 
fate which had hetalien many of his kro Liters, llut fear 
soon gar* place to hope ; he caught glimpses of the possi¬ 
bility of r cos tending lu\ throne, and he did not conceal 
these hopes from his friends. In writing to the poet fhn 
Hamdis, who had ret urned to Mihdtu after visiting I lie exile, 
Mu'Umid, for instance, sent him a poem beginning thus; 

n<r jiulpit ill til,- tuoMfur in-] ihr 11]runt its tht- jhIv. . Iinntnt Hit- 
win. til III iliiiy ll.it 1 1 ntt III mil tile ,iim, , ,iT AfHi'.'i." 

mid containing this passage: 

i Hi. (hut f iiii^ht in .lsstitTtl that E .I1.1II ,,uer 1 mrc iu\ iiltuturc 

mid iiu Inkc la tlut Mir limi whrrr miir the i>1ive-trtx* wiim thi: pin*n 
or dt.Vi.il |. licunl.iinij the ,w«t whlinps ufwMiy-Wafcl " 

Ihn aldnhlaiiiii fostered these hopes. On the eve of his 
return to Andalusia he had received from Mu'foiuid twenty 
ducats and two pieces of cloth: he relumed the gift, nod 
among the verses he sent upon the occasion wort- these; 

H* v r f l| r« little whilu f rioou llum will amn my luijija- 

utHi, !..r lima uill KivK-cnd t|»r throiir On the ifar tluil thou cfltrn: -l 
thy J14 lll^e than Wilt nin me to tile lu^hi'-L Imurmn. TIkiw Will ill I’11 
wapM tar wn wf Mit wiln in gcnrmnity, *ik! 1 dull ih]h.«i Jarir 1 in 
iilniL 1 ftjidjv tii till'd thy twainy mku mure ; 'Ait celiuse iif the rorinn iv 
raiment, 

Mu'foinid accordingly yet lived in hope, and this in spile 
of Ids being loaded nfresh with chains by order of Vflstlf. 
wht» was heedful of the warning, attributed to n rhetorician 
of the day, t hat ** when the whelp growls the onset of the 
linn is near,' Nor was his hope ill-fotuidec]: 'Abd al- 

Nii'^T 1 iViarbrllh, ftinr H, jfptjKhFi-tarfrr.. (#7 QnjukjLbjtviJ pLur 

1 ■ r2KS 4-Bi i n 1 lift-jhraiet nf flnjjij, finnimiipr of 'Inlik; 1 ^edcu* 
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,1 ah bar's party was numerals, uud it inspired the govcrmmait 
witii grave uneasiness ? for two yours tt threatened, anil it 
was not put down until the moment <*f Mnt«i»d , » death, 
altei a long illness, at the age i*f fifty-live i 109S),i 

The ex-king of Seville was buried in lfie cemetery at 
A gin nil t. Some time afterwards, on the featiuil of ‘ the 
Breaking of Hit* Flat, the Andulusmn puet Ilm -A LI -is 
Siunad made a sevenfold circuit of his tomb, as pilgrims 
encircle the KVbi : then lie knelt „ kissed the ear* h which 
covered the remains of his lienefkctur, and recited an elegy. 
Touched by his example, the crowd also circumambulated 
the tomb, uttering loud lamentations, 

"All men love Mu Tumid," writes an historian uf the 
thirteenth century; "alt men feel pity for him, and be is -iiill 
lamented,' lie was, indeed, the mo&t popular of nil the 
Andalusinn princes. His liberality, his bravery, his chivalry, 
endeared him to the cultured in succeeding generations; 
the compassionate were touched by his unparalleled mis¬ 
fortunes; the populace were captivated by his romantic 
adventures; and as a poet lie whs admired even by llic 
Hedawin, who as judges of poetic diction were regarded as 
severer and mure competent critics than the townsfolk. 

Early in the twelfth century, n Sevtllnn. journeying 
through the Desert, reached on encampment of Lakhmite 
Beduwin. Approaching a tent, lie sought hospitality from 
its owner; the latter, delighted to exercise a virtue so highly 
rated by bis nation, cordially welcomed him. The traveller 
had remained for two or three days with his host, when 
one night, after seeking steep in vain, he stepped out of t he 
tent to enjoy the gentle breeze. it was h serene and lovely 
night In a sky of azure, sprinkled with stars, the moon 
rose slowly In all her majesty, illuminating the solemn 
desert in its silence and repose till it shone like a vast 
mirror. The spectacle recalled to the SeviUnn a poem 
composed by h&fomirr sovereign, and lie began to recite it: 

'■A* Oil i tight lur lunlum over 1 br earth like a itispiny veil. I 

drnnk isy llir light oftmthn wish- ■ tilefi njurklcd in the ff'ililil, wtien In ' >f , 

a Hidden, *tiHr Orion n high In tlw hwrti, the M'>Jti .Imur Wth- SUr 

■ i.iurtl it pkulis is, quitu, gMEhj: f<'rtli uvr r On: Icvdlm inf Hulun.-, I^nrinli 
Orion nt litr eninpy. Om* by imr ih. tinr- t|ipmvil in jj'Htrrinjr riislti', 
evtv the glfty jpvw. anil nnidit lh'.‘ tiimuf Inmjj Uie PlnWilr. like the 
lutimrr nf their quern.*' 

■ Hi* revolt btnu In JUKI: two vein liter 'AM »l-.F*1ii>> enter*! Are'«n, 

111 m, that hnif|fd by Sir, CSorrmor of Drtilk. MW il-liliUr •*. killed Uy 
a» arm*, but bln piety ■ lid luitinmultr iu: «ro« tun*. 
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' An -til- ntmic. *i ft.i» I trelnw, urr.>K'(fi-ti (iv mlluUt wan-tar, und tlic 
Im ilr dnniwiU (if my Imrem, wW m <r. rW tbc dwliuia of the night, 
while lire tflramiiiu LjatiJrt* me uiy l it-*. I.rt u* tjnjUT, inv fm-ink, let n. 
ijnnjr ibi jtin-c of tire ginjre. v hili tlnx- fair mic, ctuuil tueloiUiMidv In Lire 
nnutr tifihrr Into.’" 

fhr Srv iJJiiu then recited u long poem ciotgpused by 
Mutamid to appease the wrath of his father, which had 
liL-cii aroused by reason of the disaster tine to hLs son's 
At Malaga- He had scarcely ended when tin 
hangings of tlie nearest tent were drawn aside, and a. man 
whose venerable aspect would in itself have marked him a* 
the sheik, appeared before him, and addressed him with 
that elegance of diction and purity of accent for which the 
Bcdnwin have always been renowned, and of which they 
are extremely proud, 

Ted me, U citizen—upon whom may the blessing of 
God light— whose art- these poems, limpid ns ti brook, hall 
us a meadow newly sprinkled by a shower,—now tender 
and sweet us tire voice of a maiden with a necklace of gold, 
anon full and sonorous a* the cry of n young camel ?" 

" l hey were composed by a king who reigned in Anda¬ 
lusia. named Itm 'Abbad,' replied the traveller. 

Doubtless continued the sheik, “this king ruled over 
a narrow realm, and could therefore consecrate nil his hours 
to poesy; for n man with many occupations fojth not leisure 
to create verses such as those." *■ Pardon uie; the king 
was ruler of n great people." «Can von tell me the tribe 
to which be belonged? 1 ' “Assuredly; he was of the Beni 
Lakhm. '"The Beni Laklitn! My own tribe I" And 
overjoyed (it having discovered a new source of fame for 
his elan, the chief, in an outburst, of enthusiasm, shouted 
in 11 resounding voire: " Arise! arise! tribesmen! Arise in 
baste J** 

Eti a moment the camp was astir, turd the Bedawin name 
docking around their chief. Seeing them assembled, tire 
sheik HodrcNAed them thus: '‘‘Listen to that which I have 
just heard, and implant in your memory that which is en¬ 
graven in mint; for it is a title of glory to you oil. an 
honour pf which you have the nghi in be proud. Citizen, 
once more, I pray thee, recite our cousin s poems,*' 

M hen the ScvilEaci had complied with this request, and 
all the Bedawin had applauded the verses as enthusiastically 
as mid their chief, the Utter related to them wind lie had 
been about to tell the stranger, on the subject of the origin 
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<■( flic Ifeni ‘A bbnd, their kin, lull; and connexions how 
tlicy too were of the blood of a Lakhmitc family that in 
fonucr days traversed the Desert with Miotr earned, and 
pitched their tents where Lite sands separate ftgvpl front 
S>tib ;; then he went on to speak of Mn'Umid. a poet by lorn, 
tender end sublime, n hrtt'i soldier, and the mighty monarch 
ot Seville. W hen he had made an end, the Bcriawin, in 
toxiCBteij with joy end pride, leaped U» their saddles and 
indulged in a briUmnt. fimltahi ■ which lasted rill dawn, 
[hett the chief chose twenty of ins best minds and pre¬ 
sented them to the stranger. Others followed his example 
in proportion to their menus, mid before the suQ bud wholly 
men the Sevillan was in possession of n hundred lanidi 
After having caressed, feasted, and honoured Jiirn in every 
wav. those generous sons of the Desert Mould scarcely let 
tlie traveller go when the time for his departure arrived, 
so dear to them bad become one who could recite the jawius 
of their kinsitiau the royal poet 

Some two centuries ami u half Inter, when Moslem 
Spain, formerly so sceptical. Jmd grown devout, a pilgrim 
with staff and rosary was journeying through the kingdom 
of Morocco to converse wiili pious hermit, and visit the 
holy placet This pilgrim wa, the celebrated Hill al-K liatih, 
Briuie Minister of llic King nf Granada. On reaching 
the little town nf Aghnuit lie ,ought out the cemetery, 
where reposed Mu')amid and Ins wife within a hillock 
overgrown with lotus. At the sight of the two neglected 
tombs, dilapidated with age, the Vizier could not restrain 
his tears, and improvised these verses: 

‘ ] nm ill A^huuil jls rnltiElurril of -J |Plantr dirtl, Lu Lhfr! t lULmclt, *3 
ihi Unaibt All F why vu it mi granted hid Ihp kimu the* lit tag uni i>* 
luiult ihy gin nr? Tlirnt wbo siirpMCtial ill king! tu £irprn-*1tji. u rn I 
sfiiiinlst Elk c j torch In Un- dmrktu^ uf Oir nig tit J i.cl me *! (r-nt 
frspp-ctfuJIy wifiiic thv tomb 3 Tim trailing gfotmti mttUj iliitihgimin- 
it* tiinu Wrr% cialtWi uvr r filter ttteti -^taEl^ rJimi . uid thoiT Upif 

J3IIW jiImpic tf|L>*f Tklit'i nlufrp tbrlf ttemfll ilfftp 111 Hu Jirtl ^ulfjui itumiv 

agt** that bvr |-NI^»vrEi nptri 

\*l tb rtfnir *^r i li2ii 14 * 

Mu'Umid. ntnrerihclt**. cRiibpt htr nuiLed among great 
fillers, Htigning (W n people enervated by luxury isd 
Jiving only for pleuMtrc. *uHi he rrmld m areely Imvt Income 

' For n diioiipftotl nf 1 fanjuxin. *« i H I'lfrilMV Tmt ir#r* r» Ai^jjW 
(W), tv m 


Ul# hung Saltan 11 mi mg I hr dtnid t hr 
bclti ld Ihjf **j|u-'iI, *mi timti 1 tfwWp mill ih> 
like IJiec ! " 
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even if his natural indolence' mid that love of men: 
beauty which is. tit once the bane and the delight of the 
artistic temperament, had allowed him. But assuredly mi 
other monarch ever possessed so sensitive and poetic a 
soul. For him the most trivial and transient events of 
lih instantly clothed themselves in a poetic form, and 
Ins biography, or at any rate his intellectual history , could 
w constructed from his poems—-intimate revelations yf 
his heart, where are reflected the joys and sorrows which the 
sunshine and clouds of each passing day brought with 
them. Moreover, he had the good fortune to lie the last 
Spanish-born Wing, who represented worthily, nay, bril¬ 
liantly. ;i nationality and culture which succumbed, or barely 
survived, under the dominion of barbarian invaders. H is 
memory WU cherished as the youngest- horn of that numerous 
family of poet-princes who held sway in Andalusia. More 
tliiui any other he was lamented —per hap to the oblivion 
of all oilier-,—with something of the tender regret inspired 
by the last blossom of the rose, the fast calm days of dying 
autumn, the last rays of the setting sun. 


[A. nmniTiu; Ilai *l-KImUb ( US. ll) Ail. oit Itw Eulueeulti; Abb* 

1 u> ' -ifHf#, ”t, SH>6 i .‘IIU-M, :iIll-no. sfjri rjs.f* il (iai, (Hi-7, 7i 


JM*L. 

^**1 r 

\uuLl 7 u >m}*' w I«I -i‘ml 




OFTRONOLOGICAL TABLES OF THE MOSLEM 
PRINCES OF THE ELEVENTH CENTURY 


Skvhxk. Tht 'JJMdiih, 

Atiu "Miunini Mohammed (I) ibn Imw'il (the lviu;lv 1 \Q£:l 1(H£ 

Aim t Amt 'Abbflil itm Mdbaainiti«d f al+Mtstodid lLH^-1069 

Abu l-K^in. Mnlutntmod {lit lbn-AliM. nt-AIu'limit} UWSMOtH 


CoiDnrji, 7Vi<> Brsu-Jnhwitt. 

Abu liWm Jab war ilm iMniiiiiniiid ibn Jnlium 
Al*u l-U ilrrl Mohommed itm .Ftihwnr 
*AbJ sl-MAlili itm Molmmniwl . ... 

{Cordova aiitn-stnl to tbfi Kinj'rimii uf 


103]. 1043 
ItHS-l004 
Ifl&MOTO 


Malvm. 'The l/timmiiitits*. 

lianiTDuil 

•AH (thj Ktoittf) 


i 


(Khuiir 


li (4,7; tfnBii(A> Yah 1-4(2) Moltwiiniml I (4) tlaum Mnhanimfil II (g) 


Mrt, [ i\, 

_ f._ 


J 


1. Iclrii I 
Ymhjfi 
55. Ikxin 

Nap (the Slav) . 
4* Idri* J l 

y Mi'intTiimttl 1 

li. tdfwltl . 

7. (dm n (again) 
s * MuJwntntetl 11 


tdm m («; 


(Malaga mnit^ ni tu tin' E^grilnro of (.ir.iuuiJn-) 


1055-1039 
1030 
IfKMMlW 

1043—1047 

1047-1053 

1059 

1059-1099 

1095-1097 


Auwiu«- W IlnmmviUtfM. 

Mohrntuned. »cm of the Khnlif K.lnim tbn H.imwiJit 1U33-I0VS (}>) 
JCmiiu ihi* Mini . • S ( 0 )-ll )59 

(AJgwifa* amnutcd U> the Kirn'll out uf S-rOb?) 

nt 8 a 
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Gil AX ABA* Thi Bmi yjrl 


Zhwi Ihn Ziri to JOl® 

Habhik lOiB—I03S 

Kidk . * HJ 3 ^I<m 

4 Abdallah * . * ». . 1073-10% 


Cajui^ka, Tht Brm filrzrL 
[According \o Ibn KlihJdtiu, rf. Jhitud. Ih p, 2llL\ 

InMk, 

'Abd&fkh (hi* son). 

Mohammed ibn ^AbddM . tqWS (») 

APAtk Mo*bulhir ...... HHS (Sj4<Wf 

f Am?rding ic Ihn llayyStip rijJiri Itm Ihj. ehn, i. f. 78] 

Ihn ‘AhdolUIt (if. Mnhuxnmrd ihn "AIkIaII nh) ruled 

(Jarmuim while Ilklmtti III feigned nt Cordova , [lffiHMMl] 

{A mi jaccurdiiig to the moh- writer {ibnl* f. 1U9} V who is 
mane tribtworthy than Ibn Khaldun, Illy *AbdbJkh 
had for lik Bii&fiHorl lahuk (bin who was reign¬ 
ing in*. » » ^ ■ IftSO 

flhji al-^Ahbir zeemz to 1>e in error in ASii-rting thut tbii 
■Ahrblkh fm* still tiding in 1051: cf. MrArrrArw, 

1** *d +t L p. 


ItOfJDAn 

Abu SClt Ibn Abi Korta . 1014 (£)-iaS8 

Abfi tbmr (bb son) * ,*,**.* 1053 

(Honda annexed to the Kingdom of Seville.) 


Maiox. 

Nuii.mis (±yim «p 

Ai n MeMil Mohammed |hb wn) . . - . 10+1 (*)~1W 

(Moron annexed to the Kingdom of Seville.) 


Arum, 

Ibn Kli&jcnin t , to 1053 

(Arena annexed to the Kingdom of iserilta) 


ljuMLTrA. Tin: Bakritf* 

Abu Zayd Mohammed ibn AwSli < „ from 101* (5) 

Aba l-Mu'aih 'Ahd aMAri/ " * 1W* 1 

(Huelva annexed to the Kingdom of Grille. > 
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Nioila, i'kt Btni Yfthw. 

Abu , l-*Abbii* Ahmad ibn Yuln .i Yoiuobl , , 1023-1041 (Vt) 

Muhiiuimnl, hb brother. 

1'dth ilit: Klulif i1)n \ h1 1 vA. ncplitv of tin: pncdinf; . to lOdl 
tNieblii wnu-ittl iu tbi Kingdom itf SerIHf-,1 
[Ibn al-Abbor, itf. Bn*,™!,,;. Kt ttU (• 287) give) (he 
I'ritkv uf Nji’bU tlip utuip of Yjdivn ibn Ahmad 
ihu Ynhjr* : but Ibn Khali bin (Jblttal. il 23 31 it here 
followed. Tim Itnyyiiti Uymd [hit i, f 1(W| 

I'lMiw bint Frtth ibn Yiiiivfi. ] 

* 

8h.vk*. The He,ii j/nuifu. 

A In* Jkkr Mohammed ibn ^a‘id ibo Mi^aiu , , l0i£S-|O5i[ 

Abu '1-A'ba^h ‘left. to tftSl (2) 

- (Siltes annexed to the Kingdom <if grille-/ 

Saxta-Maxi.'. i*y Aioaht., 

Abi'i 'Ulhiunti Sii'id ihn llilrAn . 1010-10+3 

MohaiTiFiti d t hi* >on lOtiblOSt 

{.Sutilii-Maiift nr nr it'd to the Kingdom of >eriJl<-.j 

Mehtula. 

Ibn 'r«lfur ...... . u, 104 + 

tMertoln fiimexMl to tbv King [lorn of Seville,) 


Snbiir. 


BaDiWw:. 


(The Jjfa*idee* | 

Abn Muhnnitrn.rU *Al>U*lI»Ui ibn Molinniiin<d ibn Mulftma, 

' id-MimtUr L 


Abfi Unkr Mahnmrncd. Aluxiffnr * * . 

YnhyA, ai-Afarhthr If* 

“Onuir* aLMtitmviikh-ii 

to IDfltS 

TOUBO* 


Vftidii ibll HolftJntUfd ibti V&Iail * * 

to 1030 

(7V liftn ffhu "ir* jYtftr*) 


mm, ^ r . - 

[See Hu h'nhr» flHSl \ i. a. 1 

Abu 1-1 Iu nun YwlittL al~Md*m$n ► 

Ymhvu jhn hmVW Ibn Ynlim, at-h'ddir < , - 

4, 

U>+3 r*H07B 
. lOT^UWS 
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ZAIUCffftA' 

Mumllijr ibu V^Lvi, ihn Todjibita ■ Ll> 10311 


(The Beni IHd ) 

Ah\i Ayviib ^nlfiimnn ihn Muluiniim^t, f 

Ahmad* Muktadir * h 
Vwiiif, .K/dOirrrtN- . * 

Ah mud, J/tofa'-m II - 

*Abt! al-M&liL 4inHd ad-cU^U i 


lOOfr-lCMCi IT) 
llMflrtMWl 
* urn-lira 
. 10B9*1110 

mo 


La Sailla (Capital. Albturasrfa,} r 

(The Beni ftazhu) 

Abu MuLiiiiu iipjd lludliJiil 1, ihn Jvhilifc 1~ ibu Lope Ibu 

Biim . .*.14 * » (mm 1011 

Abu Mflrwim k Abd nL-Mnllik E T ibf* Ktutlnf, hi* lirotlier: 

Abu Muhammad liisdlmil (I hhi df tht 

paa Hp^ 

AhQ Men*ill ‘ AUil dl Alnllk II. lLu.ni: ini-dawk - to HUS 

Y ahvi. 


ALrvcjtrE. (Tfu Itrni Kintim.) 

‘Aljilnlfdi I, I bn KArini the Kill rite, NJdhim ail-rlflvdn to KHJJJ 

Btuhnmiiiefl Yumti ad-dawk , , 

Ahniiul Adliud ad-da wk ...... 

1 Abdiiikh ] I, -ffljnih nilIn*In. brollim of tlir preceding 1(HS (£h-! IhW 


VaLEVCIa. 

The Slavs Mubarak and .Hu&lHqi, 

The Slav Lchib, Lord of Tortowi. 

*Abd id-^Azii, ul-Afanriir . 

*Abd al-Malik at-M^ffar . . 

(Valencia united ro Tulvdo.) 
Ma'rafin (of Toledo) ...... 

I Valour in from XokrdjEl 

A bn llalcr ihn *Abti , . . 

Hie KjuIv ‘Obhtiiitli, lii? son . , . . . 

Kidir (ux-kirig of Toledo) . 

( Ynlvucia become.' a It- nubile, \ 
Urn Jubhif, Premdent ...... 


USMlffii 

1001-1063 

* 

1IWB-1OT3 

1075-1063 

UW3 

1085^1003 


IdflMO&l 


Ukvia. 


Abu 'Jl-j.iish Mttjuhid Miraafmk to 10+t (5} 

*A!i ILbsl ad-dawk , . 10*t (5)-IOTA 

{Ih"thruited hy Muktadir of Xntagin*. IJeni.i united 
to the Kingdom of ZntAguM.) 
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Muktndir (of Zujtj'DTiUi} 

I Milkiadir divides hi* realm between mu two (taiif, (fee 
of wlioitti known pic the- Mundhir, r*criie-= 
l>_niJn, Tartovi, noil Deni it, V 
The Aiijil M undidr . . 

Hi* fon, under the pninlimtuhip of lb Ih-tii itetlr. 


74i 

iOTK-lOBl 

1081-1091 


MnnriA. 

KI m it 4 n (of AJniKrift) ... „ 

Ztlhulr (pf A liner Nil .... 

‘AM *1** Atiz. tii-Munnitr (of Vijauu) , 

"Abd a J-Malik, ft!~Muzaffar (of Vntcnein). 

Under then thtw princcn Ahii Unkr Abnwct ibn T.ihir ii 
Goiter nor of Mnrrin . hr die* .... 

Hi.n n*ui t Abu ‘Abtl-w.IUhni.itt MwhHinmttl. wefleed* him 
Mu'tamid {of Seville), 

Dm Amntdr. 

Ihn Kuhik ......... 


Tlitfj |T)-1IH» 
UM-um 
. icisjB-iorii 
lOOUIOflS 

lllfib 

lons-itrrs 


to 1 iS )0 


Ai-uvnm. 

.. to 1028 

Zutiair * _ 

■Abd ttf-'Azii a(-M*n*br (of Ulenaoj ... 1088-1041 


{ Thf Beni &mddih+! 

Ahu 'l-Ahwiii Man . 1041-1031 

Mvhamdied Mii4mim ...... 1051-1U91 

*|jk w]-dawl& ........ 1091 
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'Ann al WiiniK Abdu'l-Wihiil nUMiart^ki^lit; 'lltr BlnIucj of the Ainu* 
hade** &c, P . . edited * . , by fL Dopy. Lcjdc-ni 1&47. [A tnht- 
Is-tion, by E- Fa^nan* w h* published *t Algiers hi 

AihVl-MahUix AhA'L-Mahldit Ihn I aflfri Bareli Annates Ed- p* r 

T. G. J JuyuhoLI et B- F, Math*-* Leyden, Iftfig-JiL [Ar- Fwj*m 
Qi*?.fihira. ” The Shining Stars 1 *; m history of E^ypt under iht Aiiba 
French IlmruL by C A. C Barbltr de Mnyrund, IUHt.j 

i\jcii:\m f. AlEa Liber Cautilcnamm nitron ir* . . L [Ed. j J. G, 

U Kimdffsrtrn. Gret&WtL J H4U [The KiiJib niAghanh "Bmk -*f 
Strtagl r ,r by AbAl-Foraj ml - ] J^liint* tms. |n?i n published »l BAUU ( I8#S) H 
in £f> folly ond a xuppkmcutarv voL. (ed. by IL E- Briimio*)* «l 
Leyden, |gf0S.J 

Ahmad ihn Adi VA-ittiu. at-Bittdfin; MS. of M. IfudiBiukl, of St 

Petensburg. (Cf. Specimen e litcri* oricntaSibui exhihep* KttiLi 
I -Boldin iUictorr Ahmed I bn abt drujAk,. unto nomin e AbJuqubtt rd, 
A W. Th+ JuyntMill. Leyden* Iftfil.) 

AKiiiiAtt ftuHt vr. Pkrk HS.p *m\ Ihndip No. 7Wn I In 1867 Uni lent* 
woo publ at Madrid* with a Sgmubdi th\im]. by E. I., y Alcantara: 

ain--- Duly 1 * (Iflai), i. 4h, aim! his /nfrwL a is Cknm. 

AdAfiri, pp_ IB-I4] 

ALtan. (Alvaro); /"do £Wogn r in AVju iflgrv, x. 4SO-44SJ * hi 

jEjp, iL 81—£ 1 8 ; /iMieM/m ui £tp; /^r.. xi £i_^-5T3 

A?f y Oi «il + fipaatef ^ Wp/WcwrPp in Mgr.p xxiii SI0-514, 

A&j?f Cowiu. jCtouici Gimpotirliani' In Eip Aiigr. F xxISL 5lT^3£4. 

Alt Toi. iao/rr r^rd^rK, in E*p m *d^r., ns lit J58-3ti^ 

‘Aula. Histnire di? EAfBquif rt de I E^im^nt Intitule ai-Bayioo 'f-.Mogrib- 
paf lbn-AdliArr . , # r\ fraitinriitv tk k crhrqu^que d'Arfli , T 
It. Direyj Lcyde, I M8-.il . f-Arhi Jim Sa p d r ihlCtirtubL] 

rp 







AlTTHOitmiiS 743 

HalAqiiuiiIi T^hci vtJ-rxi >1S- [Alnam! Elm Yjiltyd «I-TlxlJLlhnri. j 

EjjnL ,i rhs Fnlcjoh nJ-Sbihii/* frrintf mi ilcoohijI *?f the -Mothm 

1m Syrk, in .MtitunmiAil bin "AM Alkb Al-Asdi At iW* 

, , , Eii. by ttimgQ W. X. Lu* h Qdinitln. lfl.54. Imfun. 
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Hhl.il. (History of Memw}> Ijcjifm MS,, So. 24. Ct. Ahh&i, Li. pji. 

I hi jnj., azu\'Cutaifigat, H* |i. IS*- 

HinMiid. fHd.il)n»ry) ; Oxford MS., Hunt. 46A. 

lux Aui (Junne* (iWrupW* of Ptiwii Lim'1 . * «-pv «>f r- U vai.i prt of 
MS (So fi?3 wnjjl or.), with varLitil« frmn Oxford MSS. 
(Hunt LTl, mid Fooock. 35fi). [This work, the 'Vyii* *<»> 

jmhl, ot Kamjplierj' fay A. Midler in thS,+,j 

Jew Aon Ini. Set Mni. 

Ida *L-Awitu, Iti AWtiw. t p. (The U*ltnt uUit/ort) of Abft 'Abdnttidi. 

Ihu oi.'AbliAr.] 

tus al-AihIsi. Pkrti MS. (from l In pifswsftinu of M. Tom! nr#}. 
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<f/A».,4WW. [ 7 ( 1 . 2fl-30). [The TV ritA ui-UMux, * bMory of Spoil! 
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L Jjp I B[l * 7 ., la 13if Jl i 11 ra. aJBgt JV:V. -i; tin „ 3 8 G1. 

Ifc?r Hirtn. (Tfhn Mutouiah. - . . C, Drfrantrrir rl It 
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ttni 1U- Jm, {Abft McnrAu Ibii HjyyAii, crent hbttorifflt 

El entirely lott.J 

luif Huh ^rmtbc nn Ec!i^oiLn) H l^jilun MS.. Nfi. 480. — (Tre»ti*r 
Lore), Lcivilcn MS , Nt\ jtf?. [AM 3Eidmuin»il All Vba «a«it: ^ 
two wiiflth are rm&ctliirEt thr Kitttb cd-miiaf mtiimM (Hutiwr uf 
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AUTHORITIES 745 

Inn K h 5 * > s. A£o/»riA a J, m*/ j.- ■■. I A«n rf iri h ml Si. pt;h r-burj "S I S3 IT aA nrf 

,W.‘/Ur-n ■’ref - -:.i i, Uyden MSSv (Xu JOTi ami SAp) rn«. 

biter wiirls, < NficitUct* nf pore Gold mid Iknutki of Lhr Gnut/* 

Itiuft been tmfthktrd bj F. iSonr^vrfcJJ 

IJ s % K ] I Attic s. Prm/ipjp am i nji . i-i E 1 1 ■ eI l> v ¥.. Qu-iirt* s \ ic r«. r sut lb * A. l_-l . - 1 
fui irmiu rtr* menmcril* rtf fa Bill imp. (v«k xvi , xvii,, xviiij: 
,/Tiui^V ^ AW.-ai Oirr.-y-i-Wv', L^dun MS, M5fl : tlhrm 

*f 9pp^tL MS. (Kh ?4$-4 uuptiL ar.) mid Leydtu MS. (ii\ 

S\i r I tf50) : ( fibdvry nf fit BktWjt) edited. and tnuHlftterl by XTur Gtifiefn 
flb> Stain j Mm 1 ! YMd /-lUlut^u Mm KlidiUiip ! l*iHj , 

k i-TMbA. I b n tAiirihaV Hmidlmph de r Gt*dikhUi . , lichiu^ 

gegetwn vsin F. Wfiitenbldj Otittingfln, 1 -ftfArj, 

Imr, Cj urns. filaiti Ejvwvpi C hi Ejp, uipr m it. 1-T. 

InaltL Gtojzrpnhir if jJrfrMl, irmtmte m rwr P A, JdiriW, Fun>. J 

[ J be xLhat at-vmtAm* of AM AbtalUh *k<UuirIf nl lilti 1, Ufg» 4 - 

1134.] 

1 -ID, fredfl/t Pdrr.KHl RpiJtC.Cpi Ckfrwmm. to tip, 1-tai 'iSS-MA 

[Cf. /fivAmr^T (l SHI), i, pji. - jy..] 


1*111. $K \. Iht t Ittdori HitpaL EpUenpt HiritTfu* dr tlrgihiu tf&hiitutn* hi 
fafK P-rfr. k ii *££-535. 

IlfAAiihi. Liber ^ Ihnit tiiTii k . * ilJ fpLliitniiimmi Cod. Gylhuit] 

exprimcndima roravtt J. Ii. Mndler, Goth*, ISS#. 'Alin taM* al- 

Farfjii, born at Ferwpolb { 1 itai;hr) r } 

K 'i r sv ./ftujij'rj 1 Etgmm Muurtiattur 4 ib jfi hm'AldalfaA ihm 

ahirZtf* fttnm monwnpti. utJ. loiriiKri^r, L pmEji + 

K^mhl. nl, ^VAistfiufpdiL Giittln^erij [Tlic 

ilttn 7 liifildut Ziiknriryi Ib«i Motimanoisd ^ K*xwSni. | 

kiioiptufti. (Hi*tnfy of the Ki«!bi of Cfflfdaw*) f (Slmir 

In^tie, Ni«, IS7 ) t 


UomeWTi. Joan Antoni** Uomite : .Vn/ttMi ^ Pn«™# 

* ■ ■ Mflifnil. I @<*f* — t*. 

Leca*. fliiMf , Bp. <if Tueji f. r 4roniJTo^ Mupr/l . t ^ Hjnr ffri f rom l 'J . t. 
Ill HUpani* f/hfiiyntiT <F. Schotts), Jt, 

MahaajiL Aii^ete* mit S r Ji(p«tuirp rt In lilhitmUire dri Amtm 

|*ttbl. lut R IXny, Gi Dujpnt, I- hn ld et V^ii^hL 3 ^jd e - 
tbS^I. fTlih Li lhr WfcHiin-iorj Of l hr Iiilj t End.-T? of 

MpMlem Spain br Ahmad il.n \r^3.Ainincd at-TiEhr.^nf ^ ^n>i. Uri 
ff. |0P&-|£^>. Other part* trfcreangtii IraiiaUtrd 
de Ga;aisgtw r uriiJrr Hie title of ■< Hfcleiy of lhr Vfokoimisrilftrt 
DpLuiies In SpBiiL ,! Tjuidon* 1&40-3 ] 




746 


SPANISH ISLAM 


MwrAnr. Miri/ *LM*h*b. (" Hit Go'iJcm Mtuduw!*, ’] Lrj<lc,i MSS 
S-s, 1 ST anil WM. f'AII ital 1 lowin'* gnat hbtwiwl wk, «f wnieh 
the above « a*, epitome t» lint, Tti* Ai. W bc«* translated 

by A. Sprmgcr (ft*. TrmuL A’"*d. 1841 } ] 

M(cv4, MtuiuiGTipt of Mcy*. in ttic Afcwri** 4w la Acwteima If fa Hultata. 

t- iv. 

MOH, Sil- tfowrhi SUil t'Wtncn ir £*y. ta^r.. xvii. STO-^O 

MiD*jLiM.n. Aifa.ll. Leydffl* MS. Ko. fff. S<h- fWo^. t jip. 

[Mohammed tint Yaxtd ak-Asdl aUMulmmul. ] ^ 

w AW *i-| The BWruuliicftl Dictionary of illitaUkm* men . ■ by Abu 
Zrtkinyn Yabya lil-Sawawi . , . edited ... by t. Vi^tenfc - 

Gotten, 18*4-5. (Thu foM** di-frrni;. Correction of I'ro^. 
Nunefl^J 

Notion. Notices sue ijuetqncii manumit* |>*r R. Dnay- ktydr. 

1W7^i- 

SowauO. (History of .Spain,) T)w nm of fh« We* ^ Nu J 
arc cited, fast the <»[H?rk>f Pari* MS., N«. fits, lot* been collated. 

p APU( Em E hit. I'auli 0tMonJ KraerttCTvafo Dc vita l’. I*. Bmerttetwliw*, 

iti Kjji. mgr.) Ttlv. 4" 5. 

I’ruLO. JVkgiujMif Oviedo; in Erp, tagr*, *'* 

Ram AH. Hatha* al-Alhuh, Leyden MS., Vo. + 15 . Sec *’Mahguf, i. 

RUL Crmuv drt Mam H m in Mm. de la MM d* >■* 

t. Tlil. See Out, blind. A la C'hmn. fUm-AdhAn, m. «- 5 . [^" l 

oil the work of Ahmad ibn MotlinttlWll ■J'Riai of Cordova. j 

Rtnirnriini. Recherche* Mir lliiitolrc et In LiLtemtore Mr riispo^ir 
pornLmt le may cm l#t- fwir R, Doxy : P 1 M ■> l^iydc, I SSI. 

Hotin. pt Tot- UiHt/ig.. of Toledo, th litb*i »'*- F ‘ 

liuvaaiir llllLrlratic, vol. ii. (T)ic best ed. ol his ttitt, Amhmm 
CutiiniliLlI til Eimoam HUturia SantfWS*, e*l ErjJCniUa,) 

<>f Teuton. Extract from lu» Ta/utMl at-vmitm; Leyden AfS., V<* 

159- 

SahmOpI. farw VIS., So. 75.1 W. p™' * UUn hta HvA 

Afn/iiut cpliiiiiiiscd by Wiisteufiddi GatttngAo* l3 ' “ J 

£am.f. Chromeom dc Sumfurv, in Eijfc *aer > wv. 

SaIT*. Sam ww fWa^am in ^ 

Shut. Stbartiiwi Ckfam£&m r Ln F-rp* 4T5—W®* 
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The Bonk of RctigW awl fireu, hy Mitunnw] 

td-SJwiwtinf, , Kd, % W.Cnrctiin. Lomlon, 1 MS-K [ Aim ‘J K»t)» 
aMftumbtAid; hW #'*rk lur* vime uatue OM Uiu Uaxm « fi>] 

,Hor*. Fmnfllnw d* Sot*: Ckmmfn a' In* pmd)’-- >'•• Wariiu # * 

Madrid, 1681 , 


SbVOrf. I’d rith. at-K Imilifn. Th« H»tMJ «r Ilu KMiph*, bf AlttK- 
ii]-h‘julli] >AM nMUlueid .Mill hili AlsI Ikki t*i 

hv W N. Luca ami Mnwlawi 'Abi! nl.Haqq, Catmlta, m ' J >- ( An 

Ki.jjliih tmvdatwn, by >Uj. H. S. W '■ rl «8 i). ■■ - ■. M 

/it.i'ii .T, mI. laxttil ] 


ncfuic Anado . . rtjiUHi alqw I'ffihwwtt D«« . 

KcvrjMrten. G«d&«liS f un-M. [The - AmhIi o 

r *_ _ I -i ■ . L 1 I_ *rl I 4 rij lit I }*" {fljcjp unit 


TaiiaiiJ. 't^hoipbaieipii Anrntfr* 

Eil. iJ- tj+ li- Ktijcgartcii, ^ t 

MubfiramriJ ihn .Urtr aMniwrl tuivr brcti tdltH 

nther*, LcyiUnif Eflyfl. j 


TAitiMH ibn HadIb. Oafanf MS. (NirdlV r.M&gne, N u , IS) &sv 
[trekm-bEM, t. pp *2 *qq> 


V rr* Hcjitjk Vihuimn Amooitu. I" E*P- * i7i - 

Vita Johansi* Oonm>si* In fVrt*. AfwUMOte [&cnpim*\ 

IruL W* 
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